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His Excellency the Right Hon'ble Richard Gardiner Casey, c.h., 

D.S.O., M.C. 


• MEMBERS (tF THE COI NI’IL OU MINISTERS. 

% 

The IJoirhle Khwaj;i Sir N v/i\ii mdi.n, k.c .i.e . in cliargt' ot the Home 
(Civil Defence ('o-onlination) Department. 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, in charge of the Department of 
Civil Supplies. 

The HonTile Mr, Tci.si Chvndha Go.sw \mi, in charge of the Finance 
Department. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Tamizl'ddin Khan, in charge of the Education 
Department. 

The Hon'ble Mr, Barada Frosa.nna Rain, in charge of the Department 
(if Communications and Works. 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur Saivwd M vaz/.amvddin Hosain, in charge 
ot the De])artnient of Agriculture (Rural Reconstruction). 

The Hon'ble Mr. Tarak Katii MrKKUJKA, .m.u.k., in charge of the 
Revenue Department (Evacuation and Relief). 

The Hon'ble Nawab MisiiARurFF Hossain, Khan Bahadur, in charge 
of the Judicial and Legislative Department. ’ * 

H 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja Suaiiaruddin, c b.e., in charge of the Depart- 
mentn of Commerce, J.abour and industries (imluding Post-war 
Reconstruction). 

The Hon’ble Mr. Phemiuhi Barma, in charge of the Forests and Excise 
Department. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi Jalaluddin Ahmad, in charge of 
the Department of Public Health and Local Self-Government. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Pulin Behary Mullick, in charge of the Publicity 
Department. ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. Jogendra Nath Mandat, in charge of the Co-opera- 
tive Credit and Rural Indebtedness Department. 
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Abdul Aziz, Maulana Md. I Narayanp:unj Kant (Muhainniadan).] 

Abdul ilafiz. Md. Mirza. [Taiii'ail West (Mubaniiuadan). ] 

Abdul Ilafiz Mia, Mr. [Kuri^rani South (Muhaiiimadaii). j 

Abdul Hakeem, Mr. [Khulna ( Muhaiiiiaadun).J 

Abdul Hakim, Maulvi. [ Mymeiisin^:h West (Muhammadan).] 
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Abdul Halim Molla, Mr. Muhammad. (Nadia West (Muhammadan).] 
Abdul Hamid, Mr. A. M. [Habna Went (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Hamid Shah, Maulvi. I K ishorejranj North (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Jabbar, Maulvi. | Dinaj jmr ( entral Ka.nt (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Jabbar Ibilwaii, Mr. Md. (.lamalpur N<irth (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Kader, Mr. ! Patuakhali South (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Karim. Mr. [dainaljiur ( uiii Mukta^aeha (Muhammadan).] 

Alidul Latit Hiswa'^, Maulvi. [Manikjranj Went (Muhammadan). J 
Abdul Majid, Maulvi. IMymensinjrh North (Muhammadan).] 

* Abdul Majid, Mr. Sy(*d. I Noakhali South ( Muhammadan). | 
xXbdul Motaleb Malik, Dr. [Nadia East (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Wahab Khan, Khan llahadur. [Hakarjranj West (Muhammadan).] 
Abdul AVahed, Maulvi. [ Mymensin^Hi Kast (Muliainmadan).] 

*AbdulIa-xVl Mahmood, Mr. [Seraj^miij North (Muhammadan). | 

*Abdur Kahinan, Khan Bahadur A. F. M. [‘^4-!hirj^ana,s North-Eaut 
(Muhammadan). | * 

Abdur Hahman Siddioi, Mr. (Mu.slim (diambor of (’ommeree.) 

Abdur liasheed, Maulvi Md. [Birbhum (Muhammadan).] 

Abdur Ba.s<hid Mahmood. Air. [Serajjrani North ( Muliammadan). ] 

Abdur Rauf, Khan Bahailur Maulvi S. ( Ilowrah (Muhammadan). J 
Abdur Rauf, Khan Bahadur Shah. [Ranj;imr South (Muhammadan).] 
Abdur Razzak, Maulvi. Ibeni ( Aluhaiiimuuan). ] • 

Abdufl Shaheed, Maulvi Md. [Dacca North (’entral (Muhammadan).] 
Abidur Reza Chowdhurv, Khan Bahadur Alaulvi. [(Iliandfmr Wefti 
(Muhammadan).] ^ • 

Abu Hossain Sarkar, Maulvi, ICYaibandha North ( Afuhanimadan).] 

Abnl Fazl, Air. MuhammaTl.# [ Afadaripur *WesK(AIuhummudan) 

Abul Hashim, Maulvi. [Burdwan (Muhammatmn). j 

Abul Hosain Ahmed, Air. [Netro^kona North (Muhammadan) 1 

Abul Maaudf Maulvi Kazi. [Nator (Muhaniujadan).] 
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•ParliamentAi^ Secretary. 
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Abul Quasem, Maulvi, fHooghly (Muhammadan).] 

Aftab Ali, Mr. (Water Transport Trade Union.) 

Ahmed Ali Enayetpuri, Khan Bahadur Maulana. [Jhenidah (Muham- 
madan).] 

Ahmed Ah Mridha, Maulvi. TGoalundo (Muhammadan).] 

Ahmed Hosain, Mr. [Gaibandna South (Muhammadan).] 

Ahmed Khan, Mr. Syed. [Noakhali South (Muhammadan).] 

Alfazuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [Midnapore (Muhammadan).] 
Aminuilah, Khan Sahib Maulvi. [Noakhali Central (Muhammadan).] 
Amir Ali Mia, Maulvi Md. [Rajshahi South (Muhammadan).] 

Anwanil Azira, Khan Bahadur Md. [Chittagong South (Muhammadan).] 
Asimuddin Ahmed, Mr. [Tippera Central (Muhammadan).] 

Aulad Hussain Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [Manikganj East (Muham- 
madan).] 

Azhar Ali, Maulvi. [Pabna East (Muhammadan).] 

B 

Badrudduja, Mr. Syed. rBerhampore (Muhammadan).] 

Badi Ahmed Chaudhury, Khan Bahadur Haji. (Chittagong Landholders). 
Banerjee, Mr. Pramatha Nath. [Burdwan North-West (General).] 
Banerjee, Mr. Sihnath. [Howrah (Registered Factories).] 

Banerjee, Dr. Suresh (diandra. [('alcutta and Suburbs (Begistered 
Factories). | 

Banerji, Mr. P. |24-Parganas North-West (General).] 

Banerji, Mr. Satya Priya. [Rajshahi (General).] 

Barat Ali, Mr. Mohammad. [Serajganj Central (Muhammadan).] 

Barma, the Hoii’ble Mr. Premhari. [Dinajniir (General).] 

Banna, Mr. Puspujii. ( Rungpur (General).] 

Barman, Babu Shyama Prosad. | Dinajpur (General).] 

Barman, Mr. Up<'ndra Nath. [Jalpaiguri cum Siliguri (General).] 

Basil, Mr. Jatindra Nath. (Calcutta North (General).] 

Basil, Mr. Santosh Kumar. (Calcutta Ea.st (General).] 

Bell- Hart, Miss P. B. (Anglo-Indian Constituency.) 

Bhowmik, Dr. Gobinda Chandra. (Midnapore East (General).] 

Birkmyre, Sir Henry, Bart. [Hooghly cum Howrah (European).] 

Biswas, Babu Lakshmi Naravan. [Nadia (General).] 

•Biswas, Mr. Rasik lial. (ttessore (General).] 

Biswas, Mr. Surendra Nath. [Faridpur (General).] 

Bo«e! Mr. Sarat Chandra. [Calcutta South (General).] 

C 

Chakrabarty, Mr. Jatindra Nath. [Rangpur (General).] 

Chakrabart\, Balm Narendra Narayan. [Bogra cum Pabna (General).] 
Chattopadhyay, Mr. Haripada.^ [Nadia (General).] 

Chaudhuri, Rai Harendra Natli. f24-Parganas Munieipal (General).] 
Chippendale, Mr. J. W. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Clark, Mr. I. A. [Burdwan Divi.sion (European).] 

Corstorphine, Mr. E. E. (Indian Tea Association.) 

D 

Das, Bahu Manmathif Nath. [Jhargraiu cum Ghatal (General).] 

Das, Babu Radha Nath. (Hooghly North-Fla.st (General) J 

•Das, Rai Sahib Anukul Chandra/ [24-Pargana8 North-West (General).] 

Das, Rai Bahadur Kirit Bhusan. [Murshidahad (General).] 

Das, Rai Sahib Monomohan. [Myniensingh Ea,V (General).] 

Dass, Bfl4iia»J)ebendra Nath\ [Birohum (GeneVal).] 

Das Gupta, Bahu Kha^endra Nath, [Jalpaiguri cum Siliguri (General).] 
Das Gupta. Dr. J. M. [Calcutta Central (General).] ^ 

Das Ouptflf, Srijut Narendra Nath. [Bakarganj South-West (General).] 
- ^ - < — 
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E 

• Edbar, Mn ri)endranath. [Bakarganj South-West (General).] 

Emdadul Hacpie, Kazi. [Kurigram North (MuhammadanL] 

F 

Farhad Raza Chowdhurv, Mr. .M. ' |.Iangipur (Muhuiiiiiiadan).J 
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Fazlul Huq, Mr. A. K. jPutuakhuli North (Muhammadan).J 
Fazlul ()a<Iir, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [Chittagong North West (Muham- 
in^fcJan).] 

Fazlur Kahiiiaii, Kliaii Jiahadur. [Janiul]>iir Kust (Mnhaniniu<]an). ] 
*Fazlur Eahmaii, Mr. (Dacca University.) 

Ferguson, Mr. F. F. M. (liamher of Commerce. ^ 

C 

-tTunguly, Mr. I^ratul (’liandra. (Hast licngal Municipal ((reneral).] 

Ghose, Mr. Atul Krishna. [Jessnre ((ieneral).] 

Giasiiddin AliimMi, Mr. f.Iinualpur West (M uliammadan ). | 

(rladding, Mr. D., ( .1.1,. ( limigal Chaniher oi Comincn e. | 

Golani Itahhani Ahammad. Maulvi. [Diiiajpur (.Vntral (Muham- 

madan ). ] 

(folain Sarwar Ifosaini, Mr. Shah Syed. [Uainganj rum Raipur (Muhara- 
inndan 1. | 

Gome's. Mr, R. A. [Dacca Division (Indian ChrisHaiO | 

Goswami, flu* Hon’hh* Mr, Tulsi ('haiolia. ( Hurdwan Division North 
Municipal ( f reneral 1. ] 
iinfhfhs, Mr. (’ (Anglo-Indian.) 

(riipfa. Ml' .fogc>h Cliamlra. | Calcutta South Central (General).] 

*Gupta. Mr .1 N I Railway Trade Union (LalMUir).] 

(riining, Mr. Damher Singh. [Darjeeling ((feneral). ] 

Gyasuddin Ahmed Choudhurv, Al-Haj. fMadaripur Kust (Muham- 
madan).] • •* 

H 

Habibullah, Xawah Rahadur K., ot Dacca. (Dacca Munici{)al (Muham- 
madan).! 

Uafizuddin Chondhuri, Maulvi. (Thukurgaon (Muhammadan).] 
•Hainiduddin Ahmad, Khan Sahib. [Kishoreganj Fast (Muhammadan).] 
Hamilton, Mr. K. A. (Calcutta Trades As.sociation. ) 

Hasan Ali Choadhury. Mr. Syed. (Tangail North (Muhammadan).] 
Hasanuzzaman, Khan Sahib Maulvi Md. [Tippera Softth (Muhammadan).] 
Hashem Ali Khan, Khan Rahadur Maulvi. [Rakarganj North (Muham- 
madan).] 

Hasina Murshed, Mrs., m.b.k. (Calcutta (Muhammadan) Women.] 
Hatemally Jamadar, Khan Sanib Maulvi. [Pirojpur South (Muham- 
madan).] 

Haywood, Mr. Rogers. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) • 

Hirtzel, Mr. M. A. F., o.b.e. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Hodge, Mr. H. Rowan, ff^^ngal Chamber of ^immerce.) 

I 

Idris Ahmed Mia, Mr. [Malda South (Muhamrtadan).] 

Ispahani,#Mr. M. A. H.. m.b.e. [Oalcutta South (Muhammadan).] ^ 

*ParIiaiiientai7 Socre^ry. ^ 
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Jalaluddin Ahmad, the Hon ’hie Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [Cox's ]l^ar 
(Muhammadan).] 

Jalaluddin Hashemy, Mr. Syed. [Satkhira (Muhammadan).] 

Jalan, Mr. I. B. [Calcutta West (General).] 

Jasimuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [24-Parp:anas South (Muham- 
madan).] 

Jonah Ali Majumdar, Maulvi. [Chandpur East (Muhammadan).] 

K 

Kabiruddin Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [Netrokona South (Muham- 
madan).] 

Kazem Ali Mirza, Sahibzada Kawan Jah Syed. [Murshidahad South- 
West (Muhammadan).] 

Kennedy, Mr. T. G. (Indian Jute Mills Association.) ^ # 

Khaitan, Mr. Dehi I*rosad» (Indian Chamber of Commerce.) 

Khan, Mr. Beben^lra I jail. [Midnapore (Vntral (General).] 

Kumar, Mr. Atul C’handra. |Malda (General).] 

Kundii, Mr. Nishitha Nath. [DinaJimr (General).] 

L 

Lahiri, Babu Ashutosh. [North Ben^ml Municipal (General).] 

Leisk, Mr. .lohn. [Calcutta and Suburbs (European).] 

M 

Macintosh, Mr. G., (.h.e., [Kajshahi Division (Kuropeau).] 

Mafizuddin Ahmed, Dr. [ Bopra North (M\diaminudan, ) ) 

•Matizuddin Alnned, Khan Sahib Maulvi. [Tippera North (Muham- 
madan). ] 

Maffuire, Mr. L. T. (Anj^lo-Indian ) 

Mantab, Maharajadhira.ja Bahadur Cday ('harnl, (d BurtUvan. [Burdwan 
Central (General).] 

Maiti, Mr. Nikunja Behari. (Midna]>ore South-Ea>t (General).] 

Mu.ji, Mr. Aduaita Kumar. [Burdwan (Vntral (tteneral).] 

Majumdar, Mrs. Hernaiinkva. [Dacca (General) Wonuui. ) 

Majumdar, Babu Jnunendra Chandra. [ Myniensin^di East Rural 
'• ^leneral). ] 

Mai, Mr. Iswar (diandra. |Midna]>ore South-AVest (General).] 

Mundnl, Mr. Amritu Lai. [Mymensin^di AVe.st (General).] 

^Mandal, Mr. Banku Behari. [Burdwan North-West (General).] 

Mandiil, Mr. Birat (^handra. [ Faridj)ur (tieneral).] 

IMundal, Rai Sahib Jajrat Chandra. [Tippera (General).] 

Mandal, the HoiCble Mr. do^rendra Nath. [Bakarpinj North-East 
(General ). ] 

Mandal, Mr. Krishna l^rasad. [Midnapore Central (General).] 

Maniruddin Akhand! Maulvi, [Rajshahi North (Muhammadan).] 
Maniruzzamau Islamahudi, Maulana Md. [Chittagonj^ South Central 
(Muhammadan).] 

Maqbul Hosain, Mr. • [Tippera North-East (Muhammadan).] 

Masud Ali Khun Punni. Al-Hadj Maulvi. [Taupiil South (Muham- 
madan).] 

Methold, Mr. J. H. f Calcutta and Suburbs (European),] 

•Mohammed Ali, Khan Bahadur. [Bogra West (Muhammadan).] 
MohsinJ^E Mr. Md. [Meherpur (Muhamm^lafi). ] 

Mookerjee^Dr. SvuimymasVl. (Caleutta Fniver-^itv.) 

Mori fan, Mr. G., (M.e., [ Presidencv Division (European).] 

Moslen^,Ali Mullah, Maulvi M, f^jshahi Central (Muhamni},adan).] 
MozainmH Hjjq, Maulvi Md. [Bhola North (Muhammadan). ]c^ 

•Pyliameiit^ry Secretary. 
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Muhammad Afzal, Khan Bahadur MauWi Syed. [Pirojpur North (Muham- 
madan).] 

Muhjtmmad Ibrahim, Maulvi. [Noakhali North (Muhammadan).] 
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madan).] 

Muhammad Solaiuian, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [Barraokpore Municipal 
(’Muhammadan).] 

Mukerjca, the Hon’ble Mr. Taraknath, m.b.e., (Burdwan Landholdera' 
Constituency.) 

Mukerji, Mr. lihirendra Narayan. (Ho(*frhly North-East.) 

Mukherjee, Mr. B. [Collierv (Coal Mines) (liabour).] 

Mukherji. Dr. H. ('. [Calcutta cum Presidency Division (Indian 
Christian). ] 

Mukh^ji, Dr. Sharat Chandra. [Birbhum (tieneral). | 

Mullick, Srijut Ashutosh. [Bankura West ((il^*neral). | 

Mullick, Mr. Mukunda Behari. (Khulna (General).] 

Mullick, the Iloirhle Mr. Pulin Behari. (Howrah ((General).) 

Musharruff Hossain. the Hoirble Nawab, Knan Bahadur. [Jalpai^niri 
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Mnsta^rawsal Haiiue, Mr. Syed. [Ba^^uhat (Muhammadan).) 

Mustafa All Dewan, Maulvi. | Brahmanharia North (Muhammadan).] 

N 
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•Nasarullah. Nawabzada K. [ Brahinanbaria South (Muhammadan).) 
Nasker, Mr. Hem Chandra. | LM-Par^ranas South-Kust (General).) ^ 

Nauslier Ali, the H(nr))]t‘ Mr. Syed. [Jessore Sadar (Muhannnudun).] 
Naziinuddin, the Hcii’hlc Kll^^aja Sii , K.i .i.K. (Calcutta North (Muham- 
niadaiii | 

Nooruddin, ^Ir. K. | Iloti^dily rum Howrah Municipal (Muhammadan).] 
Norton, Mr. H. B.. m.h.e. (Calcutta Trades Association, > 
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I’ain, the HiUi'ltle Mr. Barada Prosanna |Hoo^^h]\ rum H(>wrah Muni- 
cipal ((icmTal).] 

Paul, Sir Hari Sankar. (Ben^-al National Chamber of Coniim’rcc.i 
I'oddar, Mr. Anandilall. (Marwari Association.) 
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Roy, Mr. Dhananjoy. [Daeca East (tieneral).] 
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Safiruddin Ahmed, Haji. [Rapjfpur North (Muhammadan). J 
Sababe Atuin, Mr. Syed. [Dacca Central (Muhammadan).] 

•parliamentary fte<*r»‘tar2fc * • • 
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Smyth-Osbourne, Mr. D. G. [Darjeeling (European).] 

Smart, Mr. J. N. (Dacca Division (Euroj»ean).] 

Stark, Mr. A. F'. (Calcutta an<l Suburbs ( FAiropt'aii ). | 

Stevenson, Mr. 1(. A. fl. (Indian Tea Association.) 

Suhruwardy, the Hon'ble Mr. H. S. (24-Parganas Municipal (Muham- 
^ inadan).] 

Sur, Mr. Harendra Kumar. (Noakhali (General).] 

T 

Tamizuddin Khan, the llon'ble Mr (F’ari])ur Wot (Muhammadan).] 
Thakur, Mr. Promatha Ranjan. ( I'aridpur (General) | 

Thurman, Mr. M. [Chittagong Division ( lMiroju‘aii ) | 

Tofel Ahmed (Mioudhurv, Maulvi Haji. [Bhola South (Muhammadan).] 

W 

Waliur Kahman, Maulvi. jJessore Fhist (Muhammadan).] 

Wal,ktV”, Mr. .1. R. (Bengal Chambei of Commerce.) 

Walker, Mr. W. A. M., (Mi.k. (Indian .Jute Mills Assotiation.) 
Whitehead, Mr. R. B. (Indian Mining Association.) 

Word.sworth, Mr. W. (^., c.i.k. (Bengal ('humher of Commerce.) 

Y 

Yousuf Mirza. [24-Pargaiia.s (\*iitral (Muhammadan).] 

* Yousuf Ali Choudhury, Mr. [Faridpur East (Muhammadan).] 
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2ahur Ahmed Choudhury, Maulvi. [Malda North (Muhammadan).] 
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Zillur Rahman Shah Chowdhury, Maulvi. ( Balurghat (Muhammadan).] 


• Pftrl I ainentarr Secn»tary . 



THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 
Official Report of the Nineteenth Session. 

Volume LXVIll 

Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Aet» 1935. 

The AvSsembly met in the As!«eml>ly House, ("ulruttu, on Momlay, the 
20th November, 1944, at 4 p.m. 

Present: 

Mi^ Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Syed Navsher Au) in the Chair, II 
Hon'ble Ministers and 191 members. 

Oath. 

Mr. F. F M Fer^ni^on took the oath of allep-ian(‘e to the Crown. 

Obituary. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Lad ies and ireutlenien, before we |»ro<‘eed with the 
business of tlie Ifous<‘ it i^ my sad duty to reter to <leaths of Kliun Hahadur 
A. M. li. Kaliinun, a sitting member of thi'i House, Uai Hahadur 
Dr. Haridhaii Dutt and Mr. S. M. Masih. 

Mr. A. M 1. Uahman died on tho Tth Septeml>er, LH4. at his residenee 
at Lanxlowm* ILuid lh)rn oi a well kmnvn Zemindar family of tlalpai- 
guri he was educated in Kngland and was a gentleman in the true sense of 
the term. As a meinher of this Assembly trom its very inception he won 
the admiration ol all who came in contact with liini h> his sweet, amiable 
and unassuming manners. 

Rui Hahadur Dr. Ilaridhan Dutt died at his (hilcutia residence on the 
1 9th September, 1944. For many years he was a memluT ol the old Hengal 
Legislative Council and also held other important positions Mich as Coun- 
cillor ot l.’alcutta Corporation and memher of the Calcutta Imjirovement 
Trust. During his long association with the Corporation tor u jieriinl of 
nearly dl years he initiated and t^mk leading jmrt in \ariouH activities* for 
the improvement ol the (‘ity and also rendered distinguishetl service to it 
in many other ways, 

Mr. S. M. Masih jiassed awuy on the 2‘-ind 0(’t<d)er, 1944, at Calcutta. 
He was a member of the old Hengui Legislative Council from 1924-29. 

A gentleman of pleasant and amiable munners he took interest in the 
uphftmeiit of his. rommunity. 

Ladies and gentlemen, I feel it is the desin* of the House to send 
messages of eondolenee to the bereaved families, { hope memheis will 
signify their assent by rising in their seats. 

(Members rose in their seats.) 

Thank you, ladies and gentlemen. Secretary will take nec'essaiy action. 

Panel of Chaimi^ 

Mr. SPEAKER; In» accordance with the provisions of rule 9 of the 
Bengal Legislative Assembly Procedure Rulof, I nominate tIiir5ol lowing 
metiers of the Assembly to form a panel of four Ohairmen for the ensuing 
session : — » 

(1) ^r. Eiran Sankar Boy, 

(2) Mr. J. R. Walker, 
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(3) Mr. Sved Badrudduja, and 

(4) Mr. Mukunda Bebary Molliok 

unleSB otherwise arranged, the senior member among them present in# the 
alK 3 ve order will preside over the deliberations of this Assembly in my 
absence and in the absence of the Deputy Speaker. * 

CommitM of Petitions. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In accordance with the provisions of rule 82 of the 
Bengal Legislatite Assembly Procedure Eules, I nominate the following 
seven memWrs of the Assembly to form the Committee on Petitions with^ 
the Deputy Speaker as Chairman: — 

(1) Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee. 

(2) Mr. Saritosh Kumar Basu. 

(3) Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed. 

(A) Mr. W. C. Wordsworth, (M.e. 

(6) Mr. Mirza Abdul ^fafiz. 

(b) Mr. Narendra Narayan Chakrabarty. 

(7) Mr. Kshetra Nath Singha. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Mr. S) leaker, Sir, before we proceed 
with the business of tlie House today, 1 wish to draw your attention to 
(jueslion No. 1. To this question, the answer is that the jirisoner was 
released in June, 1943. But the question is coining in November, 1944. 
This shows that the question came to your office belore June, 1943, and 
that it is a sad arrangement of the ofti(‘e. I draw your attention to that. 
These important (|uestions relating to security prisoners must be attended 
to promptly. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, this (piestnm was on the order 
paper during the last session of the As.sembly and was not taken u]) then. 
That is why it has been carried over to this sessioii. Tlie answer was sent 
during the last session! 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 ean give you certain figures. This (piestiou was 
received in the office of the As.sembly ou the 4th March. 1943, and was .sent 
to the department concerned on the Sth March. UM t. 'I'hc answer was 
received on the 2Ht]i June, 1944. So the mutter rests there. It is a matter 
entirely for the llou.se. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, before we ]»roeee(l with the (^ues- 
tions today, imun I in\ite your attention to the (’omniittee on Petitions 
just constituted by you umler rule 82 wliereiii it is stated that you are to 
nominate certain members. Sir, it has l»een the preNiou.s praiUice of this 
House that before making nominations the Sneaker used to consult the 
leaders of the various groujm in the House anu in particular I lemember. 
Sir, the leader of my party has always been so coiiMilted. Ma\ we enquire 
if on this occasion you have consulted anybody and ii j»o, w’homi:' 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I will enquire into the nvitter and let you know. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(toVhich oral aiuwert were given) 

RelMS^ of socurity pritotwr SJ. Kamal Krtshni Rty. 

M. Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITY: {a) \\in the Hon ble Minister 
in cbargawot, the Home Department l>e V^eased to state — 

(i) whether Sj. Kaibal Krishna Bay, a security prisoner in 

Midnajiore Central Jail, was arrested on the Kith Septeipber, 1942, 
^^'^diile sufiferiug from high fever and was lodged in the isaid jail 
in that condition; 
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(it) the number of days be was detained in the jail hospital; 

(ill) when he has been re-admitted in the said hospital; 

^ir) whether he is still be<lridden due to jrallstone and unable to move ^ 
al)out ; and 

(r) whether he has l>een X’rayed for proper diagnosis? 

(b) If the answer to {a){i') is in the m^ative. is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of getting him X-rayed for the purpose? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state wliether in view of his 
present state of health, the Government are considering the desirability of — 

(i) transferring him tt» the Calcutta Medical l\>llege Hospital for treat- 
ment; and 

(ii) releasing him? 

Khtn Bahadur MOHAMMED ALi (on bohalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin:) (a) and {h) Babu Kamul Krishna Ua\ was rtdeased in 
July,gl^3. 

(c) Does not arise. • 

Proposed Enquiry Committeo for Dacca Jail incident 

•2. Mr, SATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: (u) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department l)e pleased to state whether it is a fact that 
a siiccial motion was moved on the 2Hth Septeml)er, 1!M2. urging tho appoint- 
ment oi a non-othcial coiiimitlee ctuisisting of the memlxu's of the different 
parties in the Legislature to eiHjuire into the iuoiilent that took phue in the 
Dacca Central dail on -list August, LM'J? 

(h) Ii the an>>\cr to {(i) In the ailirmative. is lhi‘ llou’hle Minister oon- 
sidering the desiiahilits appointing a Committee of Knijuiry ? 

{(') If the answer to ih) i" in the negative, will the Ilon’ble Minister be 
pleu.^ed to state the reasons therefor? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’bla Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin:) (^/i Yes. 

(6) No. 

(c) As u joint euquirN h\ the ( ominissioner, Dacca Division, and Inspec- 
tor4n‘iieral ot I’nsons, Bengal, was ordered and held, (lovernment do not 
consitler it necessary to arrange for any further erujuiry into this matter. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With relerence to answer (c) will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whetiier the (i«)V(‘rnmt‘nt is ^laMsfied 
that the finding of the depaitmental eommitlee is correct? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The ({ueHtion of finding does not 
arise here. 

Mr, SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’hle Minister he 
pleased to state wdiat was the finding of the (hminiissioner, Dacen Division, 
and the Ins|>ector-General of Prisorih, Bengal, with regard to the public 
accusation that the then Superintendent oPJail was guilty of murder? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMEB ALI: It is not e.\j»edient in the public 
interest to disclose the report of the committee. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Mr. Speaker, u4ieu the Hon’ble Minister 
says, ‘‘Tbe question df>es not arise” in answ’ering to a question, are you 
satisfied that the question does not arise? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Th at i.N the wa\ In which the an.HW»‘r is given. 
Stnctly speaking the (imei^ion in m\ c){Miiion does not uiisc. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BjSWAS: \V? Iiu.i- h••unl the iClwii.eut ,ry 
Se<Tetary to say that it is not in the public intere.^t that he should diwlos^ 
what wjA the finding of the Commissioner, Dacea Division, a»4-4he Insnec- 
tor-GAeral of Prisons, Bengal.* In a matter like this where ^he whole- 
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House was agitated and resohed to have an enquiry and the then Govei 
ment told the House that the matter would be looked 4nto and a depa; 
mental enquiry was made, is it not pertinent on the part of a member 
the House to ask the Government what was the result of that enquiry?* 

Mr. SPEAKER: You cannot discuss it. 


Mr. SURENpRA NATH BISWAS: I am not discussing. I asked f 
certain information but he has refused to give that information. What w 
the finding of the Commissioner and Inspector-General of Prisons wii 
regard to the public accusation that the then Superintendent of Jail < 
Dacca was guilty of murder? 

Khftfl Bfthadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I am not aware of any sue 

accusation that the Superintendent has been guilty of murder, and I ha'' 
already stated that it is not expedient in the public interest to disclose tl 
finding of the committee. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hou’ble Mini.frr I 

pleased to state what was ^he tinding with regard to the complaint thj 
the Superintendent, Dacca Jail, was not justified in ordering shooting c 
the persons who were on top of a tree? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have already htated that th 
nature of the report of the committee cannot he disclosed. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: In viqv\ of the rejily just given b 
the Parliamentarv Secretary that the report i.s not meant ^for the public 
will the Hou'ble Minister be pleased to state what is the reason for holdini 
(his eminiry at all? ' 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The reason was that the (iovern 
ment wanted to enquire into the allegations that were made within an( 
without the House and after receipt of the report Government did not thin) 
it expedient in the public interest to disclose the nature of the report, 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Will the Hon hh Mimstc] 
please tell us whether a resolution or a motion ])as.sed In th]> House js t 
mere recommendation to the Goveriinnuil or a direction iind a mandate tc 
the Government? 


I am doubt till whether thal 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 

question will arise out of this question. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a matter of opinion and that does not stricth 
speaking, arise out of the present question. ’ 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state wKetber lie is aware that the Hon’bie Mr. Shabubuddin, now adorninc 
the rreasiiry Wnches, aei-used the Jail Superintendent of manslaughter 
while speaking on the floor of the House in the pa.st session? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir. I am aware that he 
moved a resolution Imji I do ifbt remember if he actualh made su<*h an 
accusation. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: ‘will the Honble Minister be 
pleased to state wbat wp the finding of these two gentlemen who held the 
enquiry with regard to the guilt of the persons who were responsible for 
shooting the prisoners? ^ 

Khan MwlwMOHAMMEp ALI: I have already stated what I have 
to eay with regard to te finding and I have nothing further to add. 

Mr. A^PUL CHANDRA SEN: From the answer ju.st given do T imrlAr 
•tand the Hon’ble Mmisfer to say that Government was satisfied that Uie 
•truth w a^ fou nd out by the committee? 

KhmlSlMdttr MOHAMMED ALI: i have nothing further tolidd. 
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Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’Ue Minut« please 

tell US whetlier the Jailor or the Superin teudeut was puniihed as a result of 
the jnquiry? 

^ Khan Bahadur MOHAMMBD ALIs I ask for notice. 

Staff in office of Deputy Inspector-Cenerai of PolioOf Inteiligeiioe Branch. 

*3e Mr. WALIUR RAH MAN s Will the Hon'ble Minister in charjilie 
of the Home (Police) Department lie pleased to lay on the IVble a ’Statement 
showing, in the office of the Deputy Inspector-General of Police, Intelligence 
Branch, Bengal — 

{i) the present nunilier of p<K‘its — 

(fl) Clerks, 

{h) Typists, and 

(r) Stt*nc)gra[ihers (Ixith ftMnjKirary and |iermanenf to be shown 
sejianitely) ; 

in) their re‘^pe<‘ti\e scale of pay; and 

{III) the number of tliem in each grade that are held by the— 

(rt) Muslims. 

{!)) Jfmdu^, and 
{(•) Scheduled Castes.’^ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 

Sir Nazimuddin): A statement is laid on the Table. 


Statement referred to in reply to starred question So. 3. 


Drsigiatiou 


1 

■ 

j Nuinbi'rH with proHent p»v of - 






of pOHtK. 

No. 

of paj . 

MuMliinH. 

Schtuliilod 

CawtoH. 

Other 

liiiuluM. 

Prrmanem. 


Hs. 




Clerk 

I 

500- 20 -TOO 






300~-l(r~3r)0 





» 

100-1 no— 125—152— 200— 






10— 3(Kl 





21 

90— 1 0 / 2— 1 (K^— 1 5 / 2— 250 



2 on. Ra.lOO. 


o 

100—15 2—200 



1 on R8.125. 

T^-pist 

2 

150— 5->.175 .. 1 

.. 




1 

125—10/2—146—5,2—155 

• 

« 



17 

110—4,2—130 



1 on Ri.122. 

Stenogn^her 

4 

175—180—8 2—220 




Temporary. 






Clerii 

1 

110* 

i 


1 on Ra.llO. 


24 

90* ^ 

] 1 on R8.90* 

4 on R«.90* 

6 on Re. 90*. 

Typiet 

11 

t 

100* 

0 

• 


m 

Stenographer ^ 

2 

175* 




§. 


- H 


f ■" 
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Fmom ivmtid uiMiir Dttonoi of Incfia llulti awl tMr elanHlcitloii. 

*4. Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR 8UR: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
* in charge of the Home Department be pleased to lay on the Table a f tate- 
ment showing the total number of — 

(t) persons arrested under sections 120 and 26 of the Defence of India 
Rules ; 

(it) persons convicted; 

(m) under-trial prisoners with their (1) names, and (2) dates of arrest 
in the districts of (1) Tippera, (2) Noakhali; and 

(tv) persons placed in (1; division I, (2) division II, and (3) division 

Illy 

(b) Is it a fact that Srijut Surendra Chandra Saha, b.l., a practising 
lawyer of the Comilla Bar of 16 years’ standing, was placed in division Illy 

S Has any memlx»r of this House from Tippera been convicted^of such 
euce y • 

(d) If so, what is his name and in which division has he lieen placed? 

(r) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of the fact that in the jails of Tippera 
and Noakhali He<;urity prisoners before their conviction are treated like 
ordinary under-trial prisoners? 

(/) If the answer to (e) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what action, if any, he proposes to take in the matter? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Bir Naiimuddin): (o) The (question is vague, and in any case, the ])re])a- 
ration of such a statement will entail the expenditure of time and labour 
which cannot be undertaken in the present emerge?ic> . 

(b) Yes. 

(c) and (d) Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta, was convicted and placed 

in division II. He has since been relea.sed on the expir>' of his tenn of 
sentence. 

(e) and (/) The {juestion is not clear. No security prisoner is ever con- 
victed as su(‘h. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: With reference to answ’er (n i will 
the Hon’hle Minister he pleased to state which part of the que^sfion is vague? 

Khin Bihftdur MOHAMMED ALI: Tin' whole ])urt to uo. 

Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR SUR: Will the Ilou’hle Minister he 
pleased to state when this particular question was received hy the depart- 
ment for answer? 

Mr. SPEAKER: These questions do nut arise as suppleiuentarv’ 
questions. I will give you the time and date. The question was received 
in office on the 2nd march, 1943; it w'as sent to the department on the 9th 
of March, 1943, and it was answered on the 15th ot August. 1944. 

Khin Bftllldur MOHAMMED ALI: I may add that the question was 
referred back to youf department once for clarification on this point. The 
honourable member who put this question was also referred to. He did 
not send any reply and when it was referred back to vour departmeivt. your 
department said ’‘you can ajiswer in any way you like”. 

Mr.J)HARU CHANDRA ROY: May we get anv remedy in these cases 
in your hand so that 4]loverament will be compelled to give answer in 
proper time? 

Hf. SPEAKER:^ The remedy lies* in your own hand. 
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(Before reading out the answer to starred Jliueition No. 5). 

Kliiui ilMr MOHAIfiilO hUl I may explain that the answer 
ben in thie question was correct when it was sent to your diq>artBient. 
he^>osition nas changed now. 


SeotiHty prieoneri doUined in Bingil- 

•ft. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: (a) Will the Hon ble Minister 

in charge of the Home Department be pleased to lay on the Table a State- 
ment showing, district by district, up to the 30th June, 1W8-— 

(i) the number of security prisoners in detention in the Province of 
Bengal ; and 

(it) the sec tions of the Defence of India Act or the rule of the Defence 
of India Rules under which each of them has been detained? 

(b) Do the Government consider the desirability of releasing them imme- 
diately in view of the recent ruling of the Hon ’ble High Court declaring the 
validating Ordinance of the Governor-General atyending the Government of 
India Act as vltra viresY 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on bahalf of tha Hon’bla Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): (a) The total numbers of the political security prisoners 
and criminal security prisoners on 30th June, 1943, were l,r>56 and 2,597 
respectively. The Home Minister considers that the publication of detailed 
figures, district by district, will be against the public interest. 

(b) The matter is the subject of an appeal now pending before the Privy 
Council but immediately after the pronouncement of the Federal Court’s 
decision, whidi held that n(» order of detention under rule 26 of Defence 
of India Rules could validly 1 h‘ made except after the Governor had persoa- 
ally applied his mind to the case and been satisfied that making of such an 
order was necessary, steps were taken to institute a review of all the case* 
of security prisoners then under detention with a view to issue fresh orders 
in the cases in which continued detention was considered necessary. 

Upwards of 1,201) (ascs have already l>een reviewed and the remainder 
will be dispo.sed of with the utmost expedition. The materials in each pane 
under review are examined bv the department and by the Home Minister 
and the case is submitted to His Exeellency the Governor for consideration 
and orders. The same procedure has also been followed in the case of all 
pri.soner8 arrested and detained since the pronouneemciit of the 
Federal Court referred to above. 

I may add that by the 15th of July all the cases of security prisoners 
were reviewed. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Ilon'hle Minister be 

pleased to state how many were released out of 1,200 cases reviewed? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice and I would draw 
the attention of the honourable member to what I have subsequently said — 
that the cases of all the security pri.soners were reviewed. 

Mr. NiSHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the flon’ble Minister be 

pleased to tell us if the materials that there were before this revision were 
the same materials that were considered when this review took place? , 
Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I ask Tor notuje. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the basis on which these eases were reviewed? • 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; ll do not understand whi^ the 
honourable member meaift hy the “basis’* of y»e mat«‘rial8. # 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: WUl the Hoifble Minister %e bleased 
to state the facts, fii^res, testimonials, or any other doeumetiiarv etU^nbes 
that weif produced oefore reviewiqg all those cases? 
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Khan Bahillltr MOHAMMED ALI: All mtitmals ^«jra t»k<^ into 
consideration at the time of reviewing the cases of security prisoners. 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROYs Will the Hon "hie Minister he pleased 
to state what is the correct figure today? I understood the hoPohraUe 
member saying that the figure was correct up to a certain date, and I want 
to know what is the correct figure today. I am referring to reply (a). 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMAD ALIs I ask for notice. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAB: With reference to answer (6), 
last paragraph, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what were the 
results of the revision of more than 1,200 cases? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 ask for notice. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Honble Minister be pleas^ 
ed to state whether the persons involved were given an opportunity to state 
their defence before the committe of review? ^ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Firing incident at BadarganJ raiiwasf station. 

«S. Hajl SAFIRUDDIN AHMED: (a) Is the Hon ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department aware — 

(i) that one Mr. «Iohn, the Assistunt Station Master, Badarganj railway 
station, Bengal and Assam Riiilway, on the JKHh April, 1944,. 
fired at the peon of the Badarganj High English Sch<H)l in the 
district of Rangpur; 

(it) that the said firing (‘aused severe injuries to a daughter of the Head- 
master of the said scho(d ; and 
(tit) that the condition of the i>atient is very alarming? 

(h) If the answer to (Vi) is in the affirmative, will the Hon 'hie Minister 
1)6 pleased to state — 

(i) the cause of the firing; and 

(it) what action (lovernment have taken or are contemplating to take 
in the mutter? 

(c) Will the Ilon’hle Minister l)e pleased to lay on the Table a copy of 
the report of the enquiry, if any, by the District Ofiicer in the matter? 

' Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Honnile Khuraji 
•if Naiimuddin): (a) (i) The Assistant Station Master reterred to is alleged 
to have fired at a jackal and accidentally injured a peon and a child whom 
the Uttei was carrying. 

(tt) The child was slightly injuivsi. 

(in) No. 

(6) (t) To scare away a jackal. 

{it) Orders are already in foiw |n*ohibiting the firiog of Weapons except 
in self-defence and (he Military authorities are being asked to bate these 
strictly enforced. The (question of the payment trf camjiensUtioti in 
respect of the injured persons has been taken up. 

(c) No. 

Or. NALINAKBHA BANYAL: Will (he Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the jackal ^as killed or tied? 

KHM Bihadlir MOHAMMED^ ALI: The iackal was not killed 

Dr.^NALINAKiHA BANYAL: WUI m Henlde Miukt^ he pitaaed 
lb itate whether the jeekal was subhequently diMNieered auytthere heUf 
ihbul^ - 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMID ALIi 1 tlM buUM wu 

fired from a carbine and it hit the peon and the child after ricacheh 

Hr. NALINAIC8HA 8AHYAL.S Will the Bim’ble Mifth*ler be pkased . 
to atate what is meant by the statement that the jackal was cwiwintf ilte 
Uhild. Was the child being carried by the orderly <W by the jaekalr 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALf: I do not know rn what way 

Dr. Sanyal can imagine “the jackal carrying the child^'. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state where the shooting tmik place — on the station platform, or 
elsewhere ? 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Not on the platform 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’lde Minister be 
pleased to state where actually the shooting took place, whether on ^e 
platfoim or outside, if outside what was that place, and what was the 
distance of that place from the railway station t 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It will be about LHK) yards from 
the station. 


Mr. 8YED JALALUODIN HA8HEMY: Will the Hon'ble Ministei be 
pleased to slate if it is a fact that presumablji the peon was looking dike 
a jackal? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question d(jes not arise. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleaeed 
to state whether the shooting took place in a jungle P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : It was not exactly u jungle, but 

there was an undergrowth. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Ho?rble Minister be pleased to 
state whether the (ioviTliiucut will rdnsider the desirability of examiniug 
the eyes of the Station Master, Mr. John. 

Mr, SPEAKER: That quest i(ui does not arise. 

Mr. AHMED HOSAIN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether the Government have come to u decision with regard to the pay- 
ment of compensation to the injured persons by nowP ^ , 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 ask for notice. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
io state whether it is a fact that the District Officer has strongly (^onoemned 
in his report this shooting case? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No; that is not cm-reet. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
jto state what are the reasons behind that prevented Ijie Hwreturoent from 
publishing the report of the District Officer? I 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That question does not arise. 

Mr. AHMED HOSAIN: Will the Hon’ble Minisyr be plta^d to state 
when the GoTemment will come to a final decision with regard to the pay- 
ment of compensation in this matter? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: If the decision bae not already 
been arrived at, the matt^ will lie ex{)edjte<r. 

Mr.’ ATUL KRISHNA CtlOSE: Will the Hoodie MinUtef be*i)leMed 
W state what are the reasons behind that pretent Governmeiti from iUpply* 
m wiih^a copy of iBe report of the Dittrict Officer who wue^jii^elMad 
to investiafa^ into the matter? • 
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MliSlir MOHAMMSD ALIs It it not expedient in the intemi 
oi p^Uio lalety and eecurity to lay the report. 

Mr. NliHITHA NATH KUNDUS Will ^e Hon1)le Minister be pleai 
«d to state if there is any contemplation of starting any criminal prose 
eution against this Mr. JonnP 

KJiail Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir. Apart from other quei 
tions I ipight state that the District Magistrate held that it was a case c 
pure accident. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon'ble Minister be please 
to state at what part of the day the 'shooting took place? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It was at II p.m. 

Mr. ABUL H08AIN AHMED: Will the Hon’Me Minister be please 
to state whether any police case was started against the station master? ] 
so, with what result? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No police case was started/ becam 
it was reported by the District Magistrate that it was a case of accident 
and apart from that personnel of the American Armv Force cannot b 
prosecuted in the normal manner. 

. Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be please 
to state whether it is a facFthat the girl, due to that shooting, is not in 
position to function her legs properly? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir. The injury was ver 
slight and the bullet hit her toe, and there wus no necessity for eve: 
detaining the child in the hospital. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister b 
pleased to state whether the case was taken cognizan(‘e of by the police? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: An enquiry was made and it wa 
found that it was a case of accident. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Did the police submit any charge 
sheet or any final report? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED All: No, Sir. 

, Ifr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleasec 
to atate whether Uoverumout have enquired whether Mr. John has be,er 
departmeutaWy dealt with? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It was only a case of accident. S 
the question of any action does not arise. 

v dALAN: Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to state as 1 

whether there is any order for shooting at jackals and not lions? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: There was depredation of jackali 
There was a goods-iihed near about the station and stores were kept then 
The jackals used to come there and remove and destroy things. That ] 
why the station master thought that it would he better to shoot the jackah 
Now ^Government h^ve issued orders prohibiting the use of firearms c 
weapons in cases other than in cases of self-defence. 

Mr. NitHITHA NATH KUNOU: WUl the Hon’ble Hinktw I 
,>]eated to state whether the* injured persons hare been paid any compensi 
tion. „ ^ , I 

1^ MOHAMMED ALIt I hare already replied to toe 

under the consideration of Oovernmeni to eanotimi am 
wmpelnBitioii. ^ 
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. BtfHMtar Mauivi FAILUL QUADIR: Will the R6n1>le Mittistw 

be pleased to state whether the shooting was made by a riie «p a dhot^aP 

. Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: A carbine was used. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi FAZLUL QUADIR i Wkat do you mean by a 
carbine; was it a bullet sbotP 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi FAZLUL QUADIR: Are they allowed to 
. firearms with them ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes 

Mra ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the ITon’hle Minister be pleased 
to slat© when the incident took place and what wan the time that elapsed ill 
considying the compensation case? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Steps avcro taken inunediately to 
arrange for the payment of compensation but there was a difference of 
opinion between the military authorities and the District Magistrate 
regarding the exact amount and that was why some delay tdiok place. 1 do 
not know’ whether the compensation has already been paid— I do not know 
the exact ])osition today — but T know that there was some delay heeaiise the 
District Magistrate proposed a certain amount and the military authortiee 
a different amount. 

(At this stage, the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

( A ft{^T Adj(nirn'nient> j 

•7. Mr. SYED HASAN ALI CHOUDHURY: {a} Will the Hon’bio 

Minister in charge of the Home Deimrtment lie pleased to state if it is a 
fact that very recently an American Assistant Station Master shot a servant 
and a minor daughter of the Headmaster of the Badargani High English 
School, liangpur? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon ’hie Minister 
bo pleased to state — 

(t) w'hat steps he is projiosing to take to stop such occurrences again; 

and 

(u) what compensation is lieing given to the poor servant and ,tba 

Headmaster? 

Khan Bahiulur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon*ble Khivila 
Sir Nazimuddin): (a) The Assistant Station Master referred to is alleged to 
have fired at a jackal and accidentally wounded the persons mentioned^ 

(h) (i) Orders are already in force orohibiting the firing of weapons except 
in self-defence and the Military authorities are being asked to have these 
orders strictly enforced. 

(it) The exact amounts have not yet lieen deijided. 

81. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA; Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state tlie reason why Mr* John was not hauled up before the 
Court? • 

KInui Boluulur MOHAMMED ALI: I have already stated that tiio 
District Magistrate held that this was a case of pure aecjdent 

l^u CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will tie Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to ten the House wben tOescompensationVil! paid? ^ 

IQian Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have already siatcMl that if the 
compensa^on has not been paid, the matter will be expedited. 

Mr* tINAiRU OH AN DR A ROY: When do we expect to Eear* thalf 

Khan BMiadiir MOHAMMED ALI; Very Atm! 

• • # 
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Mmtth of Muf/r/ AshrgfuMn AhnM CAmrthmjff 9 mourity prisoner, 

•t. Mr. ASIMUDDIN AHMED: Will tbe Hon’bb Minister iu charge 
of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

{a) whether it is a fact that security prisoner Aehrafuddin Ahmed 
Choudhurv is suffering from t(K>th trouble and general breakdown 
of health; 

(b) whether it is a fact that he has lost several pounds in weight; 

(c) what arrangement has been made for his treatment; and 

{d) whether Government are considering the desirability of releasing 
him on account of ill health? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): (a) He is suffering from tooth trouble only. 

(h) No, he has, in fact, gained in weight since his admission in jail. 

(c) Treatment with medjcine for chronic pyorrhrra is accorded fo him 
whenever re<juired. 

id) No. 

SJ. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister l>e 
‘ pleased to state what w'as the weight of this prisoner when he was admitted 
into the jail and wliat is his present weight? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Tlis weight tm acimission on oth 
January H>4d was 12fi llw. and his weight increase<l uj> to H’t lbs. II is 
present weight is IMM lbs. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Have not llii> and other eases been 
reviewed P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have already stated in reply to 
another question that the cases of all s**curity prisoners have ]»t‘en reviewed. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: With reteienee to answer (d), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to sUite how this case stands and why 
it was not considered desiralde to release liim? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I Imve already stnte<l that except 
for tooth troubb‘ he is not ailing. As a matter of fact, he lias gained in 
weight- liesidf's, during the month of Kamzan. he fasWd. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: My question has betui inis- 
undersiood. Apart from the question of illness, will the Hou’hle Minister 
he pleaded U) answer wliether Government will consider the desirability of 
releasing the gentleman and, if not, why not? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The cases of all stMurity prisoners 
have been reviewed and Government, whenever they ctmsider it desirable 
to releusi' prisoners have rtdeased them. Hut if a security prisoner could 
not he released on grounds of public safety and security, then his continu^ 
detention is net'essary. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA BE^KHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon ’hie Minister be 
pleaeed to consider the** desirability of taking into account the fact that his 
detention htni been ver>' long, so that he may be released? 

Khan Bl^aduf M0HAMM8D ALI: I have already stated that the 
•eeurity prisoner whose detention is not considered necessary is always 
released 4 'nd he is not detailed a single moment longer than fa aboeolutely 
aacessary in tlie interestn of public safely and security. 

Mr.JlMANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: In view of the chanffed condi- 
tion in the country,^ will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to conMdae the 
desirability of releasing him at least as an experimental measui^F 
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KhM Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; 1 cannot answer that question 
l)ecau 06 I do not understand what the honourable member means by 
^‘changed conditions” and “experimental measure”. 

* Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: In view of the fact that the 
large number of ivleasr^s }iav»* not wor8ene<l the situation in the country, 
will the Ilon’ble Minister he ideased to consider the desirability of releasing 
this gentleman? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED Atl: 1! is case \v; 4 ^^ n‘viewed and his 
detention . was (‘onsidered necessary. According to the provisions in the 
Ordinance, his case will be reviewed again and if it is considered suiteble 
or fit to release him without in ai^v way endangering ]»uhlic safety and 
security, tlien liis release will be made. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the pnsent ehanged 
conditioa^^ in the political situation in the country and in view of the fact 
that other jirovinees have been liberally releasiflg most of the political 
prisoners will tliis (lovernment follow the example of other i>rovtnceR in 
this matter? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Th is (lovernment is also very 
liberal in the matter of granting releases to security prisoners and therefore 
the question of loIl(»wing the example of other provinces does not arise. 
On tlie other hand, the ufher jjrovinees should follow the example set by 
this Government. 

Government pleader and panel of pleadera in Noakholi. 

*9. Mauivi MD. IBRAHIM: Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge oi 
the Judicial Depaitment U* jrleased to stete — 

(a) the name of the jn(‘sent Government Pleader of Noukhuli; 

(h) his pnweiit age; 

(r) the date ot liis last appointment; 

(J) \Giat were the amounts drawn by him from Ooveniment on account 
of his tees in civil ami criminal eases during the la>it 3 years, 
i.e., liMO to nM3 (to he shown separately year by year) ; 

(e) wiiat IS tlie income of the Public Prosecutor of that district from 

the Crown (‘ases for tlie same period ; and 

(f) how mueh has each of the jainel pleaders (d the district drawn fVofti 

Government for overtiow briefs during the jKTicKl? 

Mr. 8yed ABDUL MAJID (on behalf of the Hon’ble Nawah Muahmuff 
Hotsain, Khan Bahadur): (n) Rai Subhamay Datta Bahadur. 


(b) 66 years. 

(c) September, 1923. 


id) 

Criminal cases. Civil suits. 

Total. 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

1940 

... 1,929 

1,236 

3,164 

1941 

... 1,645 

809 

2,454 

1942 

... 2,600 

1,653 

4,263 

1943 

... 2,720 

1,080 

3^900 

Cnminal ooies — 


• 


. 

• 

Rs. • 


1940 

... 

4,023 


^941 

•** 

4,502 


^ 1942 

e 

3,868 
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1840. 

» 1841. 

1842. 

1848. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 


(1) Maulvi Abdul Jabbar 


no 

146 

88 

(2) Babu Kriti Jiban Ghosh . . 

. . 

194 

204 

616 

(3) Babu Rajendra Lai Roy 
Choudhury 

20 

80 

168 

130 

(4) Maulvi Md. Shekander 


210 

66 

158 

(5) Syed Abdul Majid, h.l.a. 



132 

8 

*(6) Babu Ananga Mohan 
Chakra vorty 

• y 


15 


•(7) Babu Janaki Nath 

Majumder 

, . 



40 

*En^apred in absence of pane] pleaders. 
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Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: With reference to answer (b) (f), 
will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to state the basic; principle according 
to which panel pleaders are formed? 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: The basic principle is that the panel 
pleaders are appointed having regard to the fact that they have got good 
practice and also cominunal ration is considered. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Will the llon’blc Minister be pleased 
to state who are the authorities for the formation of these panels? 

Mr.. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: The panel is formed on the recommenda- 
tion of the District Magistrate. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Will the llon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the (Government will consider the desirabilit\ of issuing 
instructions to those authorities to consider the cas(‘s of S(‘heduled Caste 
pleaders at the time of the formation of these panels? 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Of course, it would be considered. 

Outbreak of malaria in the district of Tippera. 

. MO. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Public Health and Local 8eJf-(jlovernment Department be 
pleased to state — 

(i) whether it is a fact that of late there is a recrudescence of malarial 
(mthreak in an epidemic form in the district of Tippera; 

(ti) what percentage of population has been affected by Malaria; 

(m) wh.n i.'-' the quantity of (juinine allotted .to the district of Tippjera 
in the year 1944; 

(iv) what was the quantity allotted in the year 1943; 

(r) whethe! it is a fact that the District Magistrate of Tippera has asked 
for large^^ (juantity of quinine as the quantity dotted is not 
sufficient to meet the requirements; 

(vi) who i* in charge of the quinine 

(vti) whether it is a fact* that the District Magistrate used to remain in 
charge of the quinin/*; ^ i 

(vi^ whetiuu he i^;^ylf'in charge of it; 

(ut) if not, whai are the reasons for changing it; 

(iip)^^hat are the agencies through which the quinine is^^ught to be 
distributed ; • ^ 

whether it h acfaot that the non-official relief or^^anisation is not 
^ used as an ngency for distribution of quinine; and 
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(jm) whether it is a fact that the transpon *i w uiu arail- 

• able in the year 1943 are not available nowP 
(b) If the answers to clause (i), (r) and {xit) are in the affirmative, will 
Ihe Hon^ble Minister be pleased to state what steps, if any, the Govemmenl 
have taken to md^t the alarming situation P 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on bahalf of tht Hon*hlo Khan 
Mautvi Jalaluddin Ahmad): (a) (t) lleports received from the 
district indicate increase in the malaria incidence during the last few 
weeks, it cannot however be stated that it has reached epidemic proportion. 

(it) Specific figures of attacks from malaria are not available. In absence 
of these figures if is not jwssible to say what jKJicentage of i)opulation haa 
been affected, 

» 

(iff) The provisional (juota for the current financial year for Tippera 
was 75i lbs. of quinine, 260 lbs. of cinchona febrifuge, 630,000 raepacrine 
tablets and 6,600 (luinine ampoules. Against this 740 lbs. of quinine, 
3f30 lbs. of cinchona febrifuge, 440,000 mepacrine tablets and 4,320 quinine 
arajwules have already been supplied. Further supplies will be made in 
Sejitember and Decern bt‘r next unless there is uigeut dtonand in the mean- 
time. 

i^v) 2,281 lbs. of (juinine and 487 lbs. of cinchona febrifuge were supplied 
in 1943. 

{v) On receipt of the advance supjdy of 200 lbs. of (|uiniue and 80 Ibe. 
of cinchona in May last, the District Magistrate stated that he would require 
larger quantities of anti-iiiuluria drugs for the district. 

(ci) The Civil Surgeon. 

{vii) Yes. 

(nil) No. 

(i>) The District Magistrate has so many other preoccupations that it ia 
very difficult for him to pay sufficient attention to the working of the Quinine 
Rationing Scheme, 

(x) Hospitals, disi^ensaries, satellite treatment centres, kala>a7»ar and 
malaria treatment centres, public health staff, voluntary reli^ organ isationa 
and reliable gentlemen selected by the District Rationing Authority. 

(xi) No; non-official relief organisations are still being used as aj^ifciea 
for distribution of quinine. 

(xii) Yes; the courier service provided by the Military ceased to function 

from the 16th April, 1944. • . 

(b) 200 lbs. of <iuinine and 80 lbs. of cinchona febrifuge were sent by air 
to Tippera on the 16th May, 1944, and 540 lbs. of quinine, 260 Iba. of 
cinchona, 440,000 mepacrine tablets and 4,320 quinine ampoules were des- 
patched on the 15th June by rail in charge of a resfKinsible official of tbia 
department. * 

Quinine is ordinarily despatched through iKilice c.scort supplied by the 
District Rationing Authority, but in the rase of Tippera the first supply 
was made by air and the second by rail in charge oWa special messenger. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: With reference to ibe hrsi 
graph of the answer (a) (0, will the Hon’ble Minister lie pleased to atate- 
what are the weeks referred to in the answet “last few weeks”? 

■than Sahib HAMldvDDIN AHMAD: I'he rejwrt was reaeived ewa 
21st June, 1944, and before that few weeks were ♦taken into acwiunt. 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYALl Shall we understand tli^t^ the laat 
few wedls refer to the weeks avaihible up to June, 1944, not thereafter f 

Khn Mib HAMIDUDDIN AHMADi ,Te»* . 
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Or. NALIIIAKSIIA MNYALS Will the Hoa’ble Minister be pletded 
to state if (lovernment have ^fot anv information regarding later mopth.>, 
particularly, September, October and NovemW? 

Khan 8ahib HAM I DU 001 N AHMAO: Y^, maiana has broken out 
and the district lias been declared to be an epidemic district. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Ilon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether (ioveniinent have got information about the 
maldistrihutioii, misappropriation, jirofiteering and black-marketing of 
this quinine hy tlie Government? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: It is a general question- I 
think, Sir, the memher will he definite t(» get an answer. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: This i.s a general ((uestion. 1 
want to know whether Government have got any intormation ahou^ these 
grievances — maldistrilmtior^, misappropriation, profiteering and black- 
marketing. 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Whenever there has been any 
definiU" eomplaint Government have taken every ])(»ssible stt‘p. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY; Will Ibe Ilon’ble Minister please 
tell the House it he is aware that blaek-marketing is going on with thisi 
•quinine? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: No 

Mr^ CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the H on 'hie Minister be pleased 
to state whether Government is ready to make an ennuiry by the I. B. or 
*€, r. 1), oflieers about this blaek-marketing and stealth of (juinine? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: T have already answered that 
if there is any sjaa-ifie eharge or ease (lovernnieiii uill eertainly take 
action. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: My ipiestion is wlndher Government 
in ready to make an cnq\iir>' bv the C. 1, J). or the ]K)liee ahovit the stealth 
and bluek-ina|ketiiig of quinine in the Tipperu distriet and throughout 
Bengal. Is tne Government ready to make an emiuiry hy tin* (M.lT? 

Khlm Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Government has set up a 

machinery to detia t sueli eases and whenever any spwifie ease is brought 
to the notiee ol the (ioveriiiiieiit. Governiiient will eertainly take a(‘tion. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: W ith referenee to the answer just 
given, will the Parliamentary Secretary lie pleiused to state whether this 
machinery set up has up till now’ found out any such eases of profiteering 
and hlack-murketing? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Yes. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK. How many of such eases have ‘been 
«p till now found out? 

Khan Sahib HAMfDUDDIN AHMAD: I want nnUce 
Nomination of* a Commitsioim for tho South Suburban Municipality. 

•11. Mr. A. M. A. Zim|n: W^ill the H•ll’^}le Minister in charge of 

the Pubiir Health and /iocal Self-Government Department be pleaa^ ui 
«tate whether it is a fact — 

(#)»fbat one Mrs. Labanya Prova Dptt baa recently been nominated by 
, the Governipent aa a commissioner of the South Suburban Mum- 
^ 5 ipality, district 21-Paimm: 
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(w) that she does not possess requisite qualification of a voter ; and 

(Hi) that she is neither a resident nor u ratepayer of the said munioi* 
• pality ? 

« (6) If the answer to («) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’hle Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons of nominating her as li Commissioner of the 
South Suburban Municipality? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of tho Hon^blo Khan 
Bahadur Mauivi dalaluddin Ahmad): (<i) (0 Yes. 

(ti) and (///') She jmssesses the reciuisite qualifications of a voter and is 
both a resident and a ratepayer of the municipality. 

(h) She was duly qualified to he appointed as n commissioner and Govern- 
ment considered her suitable for sucli appointment. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: ^Vith reference to this answer will 
the Hon41)Ie Minister he pleased to state if this person. Mrs. Lubfuiya 
Prova Diitt, is a ineTuber of the Henjrul Legislafivt* (\>uncil wherein her 
address is shown somewhere in North Calcutta. 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: It may he ))ut some time 
in the year 1942 her residence in Calcutta was a«’(piired by Government 
and suhsefjuent to that, sin* is living* outside Calcutta hut she has a resideace 
within the South Suhurhau M\inicipality and she ocnisionally residt's 
there. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the 11 on ‘hie Minister he pleastMl 
to state if Governiiumt is aware that the husband of this lady is a ]>rofessor 
of the Scottisli ('hurch College?. 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I want nothe. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Tfon’hle Minister he pleas^Ml 
to stjite if lie i.s aware that the husband of Mrs. J)utt has his n^sidiuieo in 
North Calcutta near about the college? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: 1 want notiie 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the lion 'hie Minister he pleased 
to state if the residential address of this lady is shown in tlie rin-ords of 
the Bengal Legislative Council as 171, Itamcsh Dutt Board? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I have already answered that 
she might have given her fiermanent residence that address hut of lute 
she has been living in South Suburban Municipa!it^ and she has all 
requisite qualifications of a voter. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the llon'hic Minister he pleased 
to state what is the latest address shown by this lady in the records of the 
Bengal Legislative Council? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I cannot give an off-baud 

answer. * 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: What is the exact address of the 
house where this lady is supposed to have residence within the Behala 
Municipality? • 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: The Bii^trict Magistrate 
reports that she has a house within the South JJuburban Municipality. 

Dr., NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is tbq Government in a position to 
let the House know^ any 8i)€^dfic addn*s8 within^lhe municipal limA* of 
Behala except care of Chairman of the Municipalit;^. 

Khan Mih HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I have nothing furthea 
add but from record I can tell ray Honourable friend this much that aSie 
usually lives in the house of her broUier>ia4air aSd sister-in-law, , ‘ 
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Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Who are the brother-in-law and 
«iter-in-law referred to by the Parliamentary Secretary P 

Kliaii Sthib HAMIDUDOIN AHMAD: I want notice about namea^ 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Honble Minister U 
pleased to state since when this Mrs- I^abanya Prpva Dutt is included in 
the ratepayers’ or voters’ list in the South Suburban Municipality? 

Kfuui Sahib HAMIDUDOIN AHMAD: In 1943. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will it be possible for the Hon’ble 
Minister to state the number of holdiiij^ and the name of the ward she 
resides in in the South Suburban Municipality? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDOIN AHMAD: I have already answered that 
I cannot pve the exact address. 

The Hon’bie Khwa]a Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On a point of order. 
Sir. This (juestion refers to municipal administration. Government is 
not in a position to know how a particular person has become a voter of the 
municipality. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon ble Minister please 
tell us her number in the voters’ list? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDOIN AHMAD: I want notice 

Tha Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ag^ain submit, Sir, that 
this is a q^uestion for the municipality. The municipality is an auto- 
nomous body and questions about the voters’ list of the municipality 
should he put to the municipality and ndt to Government. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The point is whether she is a voter, and the question 
now is whether the voter’s number can be given. The answer is simple. 
If Government ean give the information they should give the information 
and if they euiiuot give the information then they should say that they 
cannot. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: My question is not about that. 
I want to know whether her name appears in the voters’ list. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is enough- 

* Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. The 
Hon’ble Sir Nazimuddiu submitted something to you, Sir, whieh I submit 
is far from giving you the correct impression. The answer given by 
Government is categorical that she possesses the requisite qualifications of 
a voter and that she is both a resident and a rate-payer of the munici- 
pality. If Government did not take the responsibility then we would not 
nave cured to go beyond that. 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I cannot give the informa, 
tion as to where slit* livc.s. But under rule 1(6) of the Election Rules she 
is a full fledged voter and duly qualified to be nominated by Government 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to give the date whtii this lady was nominted a member and the date when 
Mr. Biren Hoy who was a Parliamentary Secretary of Govemmeni 
resigned his position? 

Mr. SPEAKER: How does that rx>me in? 

Di. NALINAKSHA CANYXL: 1 will thU how it comes in, but 1 
want to know the da'les first. 

||r>. fPEAKER: £han Sahib, are you prepared to give%^&e informa 
tionP 

HAUrDUODIN AHMAOl I want notice. 



QUESTIONS. 


1944 ,} 




Or^ NALIHAKSHA AANYAL: Is Governnieiit considering the 
desirability of reraoviiig this member since the person who insisted on her 
.^mijuition is no longer supporting the Oovernment? 

Mr. SPEAKERS That question does not arise at all. 

. Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: It arises if the nomination of this 
lady was tUe result of the recommendation of the then Chairman of the 
municipality. 

Ktltn Sahib HAMIOUDDIN AHMAD: She was recommended by the 
District Magistrate, 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Jlon'hle MiniHt 4 ir be pleased 
to state whether the District Magistrate recoimnended her name at the 
request of the Chairman of the municipality? 

Mr. SPEAKER: As far as I know, all recommendations are contideu- 
tial and cannot be brought in in a supplementary question. 

Dr. ^NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Iloirble Minister be pleased 
to state if Government is aware that a great feeling of disgust exists in 
the municipality for having nominated a person who is an (Mitsider and 
does not reside within the municipality simply because she hajipous to h& 
a friend of the Chairman? 

Khan Sahib HAMIOUDDIN AHMAD: Government has not nomi- 
nated any outsider. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is (lov( •rnment considering the 
desirability of making an enquiry into this matter? 

Khan Sahib HAMIOUDDIN AHMAD: The question of an enquiry 
does not arise. 

Starred Question No. 12. 

(Immediately alter Ntaricd question 12 was called out.) 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, J submit in this conneetion that 
a stateineut relating to this (juestion was laid on the library table about 
15 minutes belore the sitting. The statement c<»nsists of dv pages and I 
understand that your order has been that no member can remove any 
statement from the Library Table. In the circumstances, J would request 
you to kindly hold over the answer till tomorrow when we will he in a 
position to study the question ami answer and come prepared. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, there is one thing that I should like to 
tell you. This .statement is hig and 1 think it must liave taken a lot of 
time to prepare it. According to practiiM*, it was laid on the Library 
Table. If you like you may have it postponed; but these are figures and 
statistics i-ollected about malaria and all that (Dr. \\i.inak.sha S.^NYAJ. ; 
This is a vital matter). Yes, it is vital, but 1 doubt whether any useful 
purposti will be served by examination and <ros«-exami nation. Of course 
if you like, I can hold over this question. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL; Yes. Sir, I do like it 

Mr. SPEAKER: All right. (juestion No, 12 is held over. 

Salary of Fazil and Training passed teaobars undir Ohittagong Oistriet 

School Board. 

M3. Dr. 8ANAULLAH: Will the llou’ble Minixter *in charge of the 
Education Department be pleased to slate wJiefher the Fazil and Training 
paseed teachers get the salpy a.s that of the Matriculation and ^'raining 
paaaed teachers under the District School Board of«("hittagong? 

Klisn SMiib MAFIZUDOIN AHMED (on bMiaff of tho HofilMt Mfa 

T i M iai i(0 fh Klum): Yes. ^ 
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AiitMioanliiig oampaign In Bangil. 

*14. Maharaia 8RIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Conimboiar: WiU the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleaeed to 
stale — 

(a) the total quantity of paddy and rice seised in the Province since tke 
unti-boarding drive was undertaken by the Government; 

(6) the total number of persons affected by this drive, showing separ- 
ately — 

(I) those resjKjnsible for panicky hoarding, 
hoarding for bona fide consumption, and 

(II) businessmen hoarding for profit; 

(c) the reason for excluding Calcutta arnl llowrah districts- from the 

Operation of the anti-hoarding drive; 

(d) the criterion fixed by the Government for deciding whether a parti- 

cular stock accumulated amounts to “hoarding^; and ^ 

(«) whether hoarding for consumption comes within the mischief of 
this drive, if the amount ex(‘eecis a maximum stipulated by the 
Governments 

MINISTER IN CHARGE of the CIVIL SUPPLIES DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon|hle Mr. H. S. Suhrawerdy): (a) The at-Uuifion of the honourable 
member is invited to my reply to part (6) of unstarred question No. l^ll 
given on 2l8t June, 1944. 

(b^j The information is not available. Tfte statistical claHsification of 
hoarding according to the motives of hoarders is hardly feasible. 

(c) Purely for administrative reasons. 

(d) Generally speaking, quantities in excess of six iiiontbs’ reijuirements 
of tile owners were defined a.s hoards, but small surpluses were lU'i to lie 
treated as hoards. 

(e) Yes, vide answer to part {d) of the question. 

Scheme for expansion and reorganisation of the Publicity Department 

*16. Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: {a) Will the Hon hie Minister 
in charge of the Publicity Dtqmrtment W jdeased to state whether any 
scheme f«»r expansion and reorganisation of the Publicity Department has 
been adopted by the Provincial Government in recent months? 

‘(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state— 

(i) when the scheme was adopted; 

(ii) what is tlie period for which the si heme is prf)j>osed lo be worked ; 

{Hi) what are the recurring and non-recurring expenses estimated to be 

required for putting the scheme into o{>eratioB ; 

(ii») when the estimated umount.s were sam^tioned by Government; ami 

(r) what are the main objects and outlines of the scheme? 

(c) Will the IloiPble Minister he pleased to state — 

(t) how many officers and what staff have been appointed, proposed to 
be appointed, in the Publicity Department during the regime of the 
present Ministry ; 

(it) what are the res|x*<’tive salary and allowances of each class of ofBcers 
or stviff ; and 

(iti) how the selection of^such staff and officers is made so far and is 
proposed to be made i\\ future? ^ i 

(d) ^Is it a fact thal^^a non-Bengali Hindu has been aaleoted for appmnt- 
inent aa a Deputy Direc*tor of Information and Editor of BiiUicatumaP 

(e> n 80, will the Eon’ble Minister be pleased to fiatwwMaogi^^ i p i i ia l 
qnidi^o^tions and who effected the selection? 
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MINISTER IN CHARGE of tlio PUSLICITY GEPARTMENT (tho 
Nofiliia Mr. Putin Mury MuUiok): (a) Yes. 

{b) (i) The scheme was adopted from July, 1^4. 

(Ai) Up to the end of the current financial year for the present. 

• {iii) Bs. 5,91,24t^ per annum (approximately) recurring and Bs. 64,tM)t> 
(approximately) non-recurring. 

(tv) 7th March, 1944. 

( v) The main object of the scheme is the dissemination of corret t informa- 
tion particularly among the rural population whom the iiewspa[)ers do not 
usually reach. 

The main outlines are the following: — 

Issue of newspapers, a news-sheet, leuiiets, pamphlets, etc., from head- 
quarters and their distribution to the interior through the Publicity Officers. 
Dissemination of correct news regarding food situation to the rural popula- 
tion and useful and educative information as regards sanihitioii, public health, 
agriculuire, development of industries, etc., thrtgigh oral and vi^uul media. 
The mufassal slaft have also been authorised to bring to the notice of the 
district authorities any genuine local grievances which they discover so that 
these may be remedied. 

(c) (/) Three officers and ‘Jllb non-ga*etted staff have been apjxiinted since 
the fdrmation of the present Ministry and 2 more non-giixetted staff aro 
proposed to be appointed .shortly. 

(it) A statement is laid on the Table. 

(iti) Selection of staff and officers has been made and will be made in 
future, according to the regulations governing the recruitment to the posts. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) The officer appointed was the Publicity Officer to the (ioveruuient of 
Jodhpur and aKo worked as Joint Secretary, Famine Uelief Operations, he 
edited and published S iiew.spapers and bulletin.s tor the Jodhpur Oovern- 
ment and was also the repre.sentutive of a well-known News Agency. In 
addition he was also the Director of Broadcasting ami orguniseil the Jodhpur 
State Broadcasting Station. He was also associated with various im]K)rtant 
committees in the Jodhpur State, viz., the ('entral Uecruiting (’ommittee, 
the State Soldiers’ Ikiard, the Kxefuitivo (Vmimittee of the Indian Bed (Voss, 
Branch Jodhpur, the A.B.P. Oonsultative (’oniinittee, the A.B.P. Publicity 
Committee, the Orow More Food Campaign f'ommitlee, etc. The Sel(*ct!on 
(ommittee considered him as the best among the candidateM who applied for 
the post. 

Statement referred to in reply to vla'une (c)(ii) of starred (ptestion No. IS. 


Offierr*. 

1. Deputy Director of Pubbe liifomiR- 

tion (Distribution). 

2. Deputy Director of Public liifonnit' 

tion and I^ditor of Publicattons. 

S . . Ailaiiitant Director of Public Inform*- 
(Publicity) TI. 

ffon-ffnittted 

4. Special CorresponikniU, Publicity 

Depaltmenf. 

5. Reportar 

6. Artist 

7. AMMUnt Editor of Publica|ioM . . 

8. Senior Sub-Editor • 

9 . Bengaii Translalon 

10. HiMi TnuMlata# 

a sasstf- 


1 Grade pay as Deputy Mayistrate pluj special 
pay lU.KK) |)er month. 

1 Ra.7(K) iH‘r mont)|. 

1 K«.2100 pltjM conveyance altovance of Ri.30 
jmr month. 


3 IU.900 each per aionih. 

I Ks.300 per month. • 
1 R«.30(f „ „ 

I 

1 Re.260 d M 

2 Ba.fOO Hath par monih. 
I Ra.SOO par month. 

f month. 
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JirniiomdmS. 

11 MM Bioiognpher 

14 . IMtiet PtibUdty OrgMiOen 

11 Subdiviwoniil Publicity Ofganisew . . 

16, CferlM for Diutrict Publicity Organisers 
1?. Senior Head Aseistant, Puhlioity 
Departknent. 

15. tipper Division Assistants 


19. Lower Division Assistants 
90, Typists 

21. Stenographers 

22. Store-clerk 

28. Record Suppliers 


27 Kfl.200 per month. 

100 Be. 70 plug Be.d0 trB\'elling allowanee anoli 

per month. « 

27 Rs.35 each per month. 

1 Re.420 — 25 — 500 per month plus ipeodal 

pay of Rs.85 per month. 

9 Rg.l25— 125—150— 10— 260— 15--400 (old 
scale)— Re.l 15— 20/2— 215— 25/2— 290— 
20/2 — 360 (new scale). 

21 Rs.60 each per month. 

4 R8.45 „ „ „ 

2 Ra.80 „ „ „ 

1 R8.40— 4/2— 68— 3/2— 80. 

2 R8.20 each per month. 


Dr. NALiNAKSHA 8AHYAL: With reference to answer (a) (iv) 
where it is stated that the scheme was sanctioned on the 7th of March, 
1^44, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any provision 
was made in the budget of the province in this connection? ( 

The Hon’ble Mr. PULIN BEHARY MULLICK: No, because the 
budget was framed before that. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased • 
to state if he is aware that a budget grant was made by the Legislature 
about 3 months after March, 1944, this year? 


The Hon’blo Mr. PULIN BEHARY MULLICK: I have already 
answered the question that the preparation of the budget starts from 
October and therefore it could not be included in that budget. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (v) where 
it is stated that the scheme intends to disseminaU* correct information, 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what is the source of this 
correct information? 

(No answer-) 


Mr. SPEAKER: Question time is over. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: This is u very important matt^^r. 
Cannot the question he held over, Sir? 

(No reply.) 

. . GOVERNMENT BUSINESS. 


Financial Business. 

The Hon'ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOSYfAMI: Sir, in compUance 
vrilh seciion l(>9 of the Government of India Act, I beg to lay before the 
Bengal Legislative Assembly the Appropriation Accounts and the Finance 
Accounts for the year 1942-43, together with the Audit lleporU thereon. 

According to usual j)ractice, these were due for presentation before 
the Legislature at 4he eoiumeiu'emcnt of its Budget Session in February 
last. 0 wing tj) war conditions, however, the Report of the Auditor- 
Oeneral on the Appropriation Accounts, 1942-43, could not be signed by 
him before the 30th June, 1944, and was not available to the 'Government 
of Bengiil before tfTe middle of July. These documents could not in the 
circumstances be placed before the Assembly during its Budget Session 
which had by that time come to a close. 

PolQt of Privilog^ t 

Oft NALIMAKSHA SANYAL: Before we take up the next item on 
the Order Paper, may I rise on a point of privilege? The usual procedure 
in the House gives us an impression that the 'int^tion of th^Legislatiire, 
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particularly a legislature like ours, is two-fold: first, to make laws and 
second, to provide a forum for bringing to the notice of Government urgent 
and important matters of public interests through resolutions, questions 
and proper motions. During the present session, it is our intention to 
bffing to the notice of Government certain very important matters 
including (1) insecurity of the whole civil population due to the ponduct 
of Americans in and around Calcutta, (2) the large amount of loss of food- 
grains in and around various places due to insecure or inadequate storing 
arrangements, ('\) maladministration with reganl to distribution of cotton 
textile, cloth and yarn, (4) malaria havo<' in Bengal generally uud in 
Calcutta in particular, (5) corruptions in civil supplies, {{)) large amounts 
of irregular and unauthorised expenditure during the year. (71 the question 
of postjionement of the purchase of electricity undertaking by Govern- 
ment, (8) employment of f<jreign experts and military men in civil posts, — 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, is he in order in making a 
speech ? 

Dr. ^NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: And llellabilitation ami relief 
measures and organisation set up for the same. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr Sanyal : You rose on a ]>oint of privilege? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: These are some of the items. I 
/would not give a complete list. There are many other im[)ortant jiublie 
matters which could be brought up before the House if you were good 
enough to <lirect us as* to the appropriate motion in that connection. 

Sir, we find that for some reason or other several adjivurnment motions 
given notii'c of could not be given consent to by you. AVe are, therefore, 
left with only two alternatives: special motions and resolutions. May we 
tlirough you ask the (lovernnient to find out s(uue method or some way by 
which we can hring before the ILuise and before the (iovernmerit these 
important problems which are agitating the whole of Bengal and not merely 
pass certain legislation whicli may or may not be so vital and imixirtant as 
these })roblems are- 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 thi nk y(ui are (Mmversant with th(‘ rules of business 
of this House, It is mM. for me to say how you will bring in any matUT. 
It is entirely f<u‘ you to look up to the rulevs ami a(*t according to the rules. 
It is certainly open to the Opjaihition ami the Government to < ()me to any 
imderstanding they like. That is not my business. 

GOVERNMEHT BILL8. 

The Bengal Destitute Persons (Repatriation and Reriei;^ Bill; 1944, as 
passed by the Bengal Legislative Council. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, 1 beg to move 
that the Bengal DeslituU* Persons ( Ke])atriati«)n uml Relief) Bill, PM4, 
a& passed by the Bengal Ivcgislative Council, be taken into <u>nsideration. 

I “won’t take up the time of the House for long and* I shall be very brief 
in my observations. The honourable members will remeinl>t*r tliut an 
Ordinance was j>romuIgated ()n the 2f)th October, 194d, will) a view to 
meet the grave situation arising out of the heavy r^ish of destitutes to 
Calcutta and other urban areas. Tiider the said Ordinance powers were 
obtained for Government to apprehend any destitute person and to detain 
him in any place provided for the purjxwe and for the inaintename and 
medical treatment of destitute persons until such person was repatriated 
to his or her usual place residence. Ssich nmasures were necessary for 
the reason that although, a large number of c^ps were ojiened in 
Calcutta and other areas for giving foml, shelter and medical treatment, 
the destit^s in many eases were found reluctant to resort to these f)laces 
of reception. 

3 
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Dr* NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Because they were veritable dene 
where they would die. 

The Hon’bla Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: That is not a fact. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: That is a fact. The management 
has been so hopeless. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: lilthough there 
had been a marked improvement in the situation, Government did not 
consider it to be safe to be without the necessary powers to handle the 
situation, in case there be a recurrence of the unfortunate events after the 
period of the Ordinance. The Bill was therefore framed 
with the olmject of following up the Ordinance with complementary legis- 
lation and was introduced in the Council at the first instance- The 
Council passed it in the last session. It is now before the House. It is a 
very simple measure and I would ask the House to accept it, without much 

discussion. c 

• 

Mr. SPEAKER I Khan Bahadur Haji Bad i Ahmed Choudhury, 

motion.il consent ft | 

consent (TT^ TOPfR ^ I ^ I 

Khan Bahadur HaJi BADI AHMED CHOUDHURY: Sir, 1 beg to 
move by wav of ameudment that the Bengal Destitute beiM)ns (Kei)atria- 
tion and Relief) Bill, B>44, be referred to a Select (\)mmitt(^e consisting 
of : — 

(1) The Hoii’ble Mr. Tarak Tsath Mukerjea, m.h.k., Minister in charge, 

Revenue Department, 

(2) Mr. A. K. Fazlul II mn 
(-1) Mr. Shainsuddiu Ahmed, 

(4) Dr. Sanaulluh, 

(o) Khan Bahadur Mauivi AH'azuddin Ahmed, 

((>) Mr. Syed Badrudduju, 

(7) Mr. Sjisanka Sekhar Sanyal, 
t8) Mr. Charu Chandra Roy, 

(f>) Mrs. Hemaprova Majumdar, and 
(10) Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Choudhury (tlie mover), 
with instructions to submit their report by dlst danuaiy’, RMo, and that 
the quorum of the Select Committee be fixed at five. 

Tlie motion was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea that the Bengal 
Destitute Persons (R^)atriatiou and Relief) Bill, 1944, as passed by the 
Bengal Legislative Cfouiicil, bo taken into consideration, was then* put 
and agreed to. 

Chivt€ 1. 

Khan Bahadur flaji BADI AHMED CHOUDHURY: Sir. I beg to 
move that in clause l(f3), line 2. for the figures “194()’' the figures “1948” 
be substituted. 

^ Cn amondmeat ^ I Ol Bill® 

Upper House 1946 January ; 

^ I • ^ ( 

^ 1W8 ^ wrft i 

T^e motion of £h^ llahadur Haji Badi Choudhurj’ was then put and 
lost 

The (question that clause 1 stand part of the Bill was thA^ put and 
agre^ to. 
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Clause 2. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 2 ( 3 ), 
in lintfs 1 and 2, for the words “of European extraction'^ the words “a 
habitual beggar’' be substituted. 

Sir, in moving this amendment I notice that my Euroi)ean friends 
have felt very much amused because perhaps they think uiat the two 
terms “European extraction” and “habitual beggar” are identical. I can 
assure them that that is not in my mind. The members of European 
extraction are surely not habitual beggars. If they are anything, the^y 
are something else. Sir, I have two objects in view in, moving this 
amendment. C)ne is to bring the Europeans who may — although at the 
present moment they are not^ — be, for some reason or other, destitute and 
helpless in the same category as children of the soil. 1 know that there 
is another enactment dealing with the problem of European vagrancy, but 
I feel, Sir, that this separate treatment of a certain section of the popula- 
tion is really conducive to communal and racial harmony. 

Sir, there is yet another reason for my having substituted for it or 
sought to substitute for it the words “a habitual beggar”. I a])prehend 
that if there is this definition of a destitute person, a person who may not 
be a habitual beggar and who may m^t depend or may not seek the ai<l of 
tiovernment, may be apprehended even against his will and forcibly taken 
away if the authorised officer takes it into his head to a])ply th<* provisions 
of this Bill in his case. \Vt* have* had sad experieiice of the operation of 
the penal Pod** under which persons, very respectable, have been detained 
on charges (if having no ostensible means of livelihood and we apiirehend 
that the Kx(‘cuti\e might g(* wrong when th(*y want to. Because^ of c(‘rtain 
political bias tlicv could arrest an\ resp(*clahle ])(*rHon and declare ~my 
esteemed ])rotes>(ir. Mr. Banerjee, is lo(»king at me; I am sure he won't 
be ])]aced under arrest a^ a destitute. But it is not imjiossihle for if the law 
gives jiowet to the authorised otlic(‘r lie can arrest any man. So I would 
like to confiiM* the definition to persons who are really beggars or have 
been thrown into a jioMtioii ot habitual begging and not anvhody and 
everybody who l(Miif»orai'il\ or for the time being find it dillicult to meet 
both ends. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, I beg t 4 ( move tlmt in 
clause 2, sub-clause ( 3 ), line 2, the words “or being” l>e omitted. 

Sir, I ha\(* faib^l to find out any meaning of these two words. If'ydu 
look at it caretully you will find that “or” here does not introduce any 
alternative at all. I tiierefore think that these two words are superfluous 
W’hich ought to he omitted. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that clause 2 ( 4 ) he 
omitted. 

Sir, as a matter of fact this is consequential upon my amendment 
projiosed earlier under sub-clause (J) where I woukl like the terms 
“European extraction” being deleted. I want to make the law same for 
all classes. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA;^ Sir, regarding the 
amendment No. 4 of Dr. Sanyal, I would like point out that it will get 
into conflict with the provisions of the European Vagrancy Act of 1H74 
and as such it will recpiire reservation uiidei* section 107 of the (iovem- 
ment of India Act. • , 

* i • 

As regards amendment No. 5 of Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri I would 
submit that our drafting is (juite in order and I submit there is no other 
reply nec^^ry regarding the next amendment of Dr. Sanyal «whic4j, as 
he has already said, is consequentiaf. 
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The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that in clause 2(3), in lines 1 
and 2, for the words “of European extraction” the words “a habitual 
beggar” be substituted, was then put and lost. , 

The motion of Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri that in clause 2, sub- 
clause (3), line 2, the words “or being” be omitted, was then put and lo’kt. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinak.sha Sanyal that clause 2{4) be omitted, was 
then put and lost. 

The question that clause 2 stand part of the Bill, was then put and 
agreed to. 

. Clause 3. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, I W to move that in clause 
3(1), in line 0, after the expresion “section 7” the words “or proves to the 
satisfaction of the authorised officer his ability to maintain himself” be 
inserted. 

Sir, the amendment proposed by me is self-explanatory. I (;eel, Sir, 
that there can be no juslification for detaining a person who might satisfy 
the authorised officer that he can maintain himself. 

There is a provision in clause 7 by which the authorised officer, when 
he is satisfied that adequate arrangements for the subsistence and rehabilita- 
tion of the detained person have been made by some other ])er.son, then be 
may repatriate such person to such otlier place or residence as may be 
determined by that authorised officer. 

1 feel, Sir, that if a person is wrongly detained as has been our 
experience during the Drive that took place in (’alcutta as a result of certain 
directions from persons in authority that maid-servants who were living 
in the area just going to the bazaar were suddenly ajqindiended by the 
])olice and put into vans and spirited away and that even little children 
living in the hustees with their parents were thus taken away. It took 
them days and hours to discover where they had been taken and it took 
a pretty long time to get these persons back to their own ])laces. If a 
person can himself or herself prove to the .satisfaction of the authorised 
officer that lie or she can maintain himself or hcrsidf, 1 "-ei* no reason why 
even then the provision of section 7 has to lx* applied and all the eluhorate 
process of putting up somebody to prove that be can be taken to some otlier 
pliKH^ of residence should follow. 

1, therefore, submit that, to make this law’ as free as possible from 
being or danger of becoming an engine of oppression, we should provide 
flufficient safeguards agaiinst careless or reckless behaviour on the part of 
certain oflieers. It has been found, Sir, that tbrougk sub.sequent measures 
(iovenvment propofHul to define “authorised otti(‘er” as not merely the 
lesponsible person mentioned herein but any and every person iinduding 
probably the chankidar of a village, who might be designated as an oltieer 
undm* this Act. 1 saw in the (la’/ette published a few da>s ago certain 
categories of persons wdio w’ere declared to be iiuthorised officers under the 
Act and they in th^ir turn were again authorised to empower other persons 
to become authorised officers under this Act. At the present moment, 
there is the Ordinance operative. So, I think there mu>t be some proper 
safeguard against abuse of power or against mistaken arrests. ,As this 
clause is now fram^l, even if a person is arrested under a hona fide mistake, 
the law re(mires that he or she must be sent to a place provided for the 
purpose under, clause 4. The authorised officer then and there cannot 
release him or her; they must be sent to a place provided for the purpose 
and then comes the action contemplated under clause 7. Somebodv must 
coined put up an applicaViou under section ‘7 and satisfy the authorised 
officer as to the place* wffiere this person cun be repatriated and repatriation 
will be permitted subsequently at a later stage after going through an 
elalibratef process. I submit, therefeyre, that this amendmeT^fS’J‘oposed by 
me ^vould improve the Jegislation and would prevent abuse. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK MATH MUKERJEA: I am afraid, Sir, that 
tke honourable member is working under a misapprehension. Destitute 
persons will be repatriated only to the nearest possible work houses or 
destitute camps, which are nearest to their native places; and I can also 
asiure him that only responsible persons 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Where is that in the ActP A Minister’s 
assurance has no legal value! 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: That is the general 
policy, namely, that only responsible persons will be authorised, who will 
not detain any person any longer than is absolutely necessary. 

Sir, I oppo.se the amendment. 

Then, Sir, I formally move the amendment standing in my name, namely, 
that for the proviso to sub-clause {'J) of clause d, the following he substi- 
tuted, namely : — 

“Provided that no force shall be used to a woman except by another 
woman empowered in this behalf by the authorised officer”. 

Sir, this is only to clear a drafting defect. I hope the House w'ill he 
pleased to accept it. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to 
move that for paragraph (6) of the jiroviso to sub-clause (•’>), of clause d, 
the following be substituted, namely: — 

“(//) at any other tune without the written permission of tln‘ pmsou 
in occu]>ation tlieif'of”. 

Sir, the proviso provides that no officer will be compefenf to enter any 
dwelling house, first of all, (f/i at any time after sunset and htd’ore sunrise. 
There is a complete denial of riglit there. Then sub-clause {(>) of the 
provi.so prohibits luitry “at any other time (*.c., during day time) without 
previously giving to the person in actual occupation thereof at, least two 
hours’ notict' of liis intention to do so”. 

Now, Sir, if there is any reason for he.sitancy on the part of the (iovern- 
ment to arm any authorised officer with the power of entering or rather violat- 
ing the sacred ])recinc(s of a person’s dwelling house, tnen it should he 
categorically stated that no officer should have power U) enter any premise/j 
without the previous consent of th(‘ ow’rier or occupier of the premises. 

Sir. what is the ])urj) 0 ‘'(‘ of this Bill*/ The purimse of this Bill is not’ 
to declare all destitute piusons as oft’enders. It cannot iiierefore he an 
offence under the Indian Penal (ode to give shelter a destitute person; 
rather any kindly inclined gentleman may feel it his duly to give shelter 
to certain destitute persons. AVhy should the (Government he. anxious to 
collect and arrest the.se destitute persons who luki? slielter or are given 
A shelter in a private dwelling hou.se Therefore I jiropose that for entering 
any dwelling house even during the day time peimissicln should he taken 
of the occupier of the premise.s to arrest or ajiprehend those d(‘stitute.H. 
If the owner did not allow any destitute to take shelter, then he would 
certainjy be inclined to give permission. But if out of k^dness he is indued 
to give shelter to a de.stitute person or persons, why should ht! not bo 
permitted to do so. Why, Sir, should his house be entered into without 
taking his permission and why should the destitute who bus been given 
shelter be forcibly carried away from the house P I therefore move that 
even at any other time, z.c.*, ^ther than time mentioned in sub-daus^ (a) 
no one should be permitted to enter any dwelling noui^e without the written 
permission of the person in occupation thereof. Otnerwise, as it stands, 
the Bill projdsioD makes trespass almost legal because you give pnly.two 
hours^ noti(» lo the person in occupation which is not worth the name of 
notice at all. If you are so inclined as to give fwo» hours’ notice ,t‘o * the 

• » * 
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person, why should you not respect bis wishes F Wliy should not tl 
authorised oiScer take bis permission before entering bis premises F I bop^ 
that the Hon'ble Minister will please answer the point. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I would only submi 
that it would lead to a good deal of trouble and difficulties. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha vSanyal that in clause 3(1), in line 6 

after the expression “section 7“ the words “or proves to the satisfactioi 
of the autlH)riHed officer his ability to maintain himself “ be inserted, wa 
Ithen put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea that for th( 
proviso to sub-clause (2) of clause 3, the following be substituted, namely:— 

“Provided that no force shall be u^ed to a woman except by anothei 

woman empowered in this behalf by the authorised officer,” 

was then put and agreed to. ^ 

The motion of Uai Jl^irendra Nath Chaiidhuri that for paragraph {h) ol 
the proviso to sub-clause (3) of clause 3, the following be substituted, 
namely : — 

“(/>) at any other time without the written permission of the person 
in occu[)ation thereof.” 
was then put and lost. 

The question that clause 3 as amended stand part of the Bill, was ther 
put and agreed .to. 

Clavse 4. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: I beg to move that in clause 4(/), 
line 1, for the word “may” the word “shall” be substituted. 

Sir, when 1 read this draft, 1 was rather puzzded. Clause 3, or rathei 
section 3 as it is now, definitely lays down an oliligation on the authorisec 
officer to send any person who is detained by him as a destituU* to a certain 
place of iletention, but there is no certainty anywhere that such places ol 
detention would actually be set up by the Government. When* is tlu 
obligation on the part of Government to set up, maintain and provide 
with proper eijuipment and furniture such places of detention for destitutes: 
Therefore I want to make that po>ition clear h\ .substituting the wort: 
*‘^shaU” for the word “may” in thi.s sub-clause. Here I can give vui soim 
definite facts which will jirove to the satisfaction ol this House how promise.* 
and assurances of Hou’hle Ministers receive scant courti*s\ at the handt: 
of the ex(*cutive. As a result of the pressure of the Euro])ean PartA 
probably Government jiromised to pass a Vagramy A(‘t. Certain laud wai 
acquireil, lenders were (‘ailed, money was jirovided in the budget, th( 
Vagrancy Act was passed and a jilace in the district of Murshidabad wai 
selected for constructing a Vagrants’ Home. Several lakhs have beei 
spent. The Home^that was supjio.sed to have been opened is not yet func- 
itioning. Officers have been appointed. 

(A voick: Is smoking allowed?) 

Mr. SPEAKER*. Smoking is not allowed inside the Chamber. • 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, I was talking of the Mahaland^ 
Vagrants’ Home. I know that the Hon’ble Minister has become nervoui 
becauvse I refer to another similar instance. I know that the presen 
Vagrants’ Home is not going *iO be utiliseiLu!!' a Destitutes’ Home becaua 
it is not yet functicvning. 1 understand that although officers have beei 
appointed and money is being spent every numth, not a single vagrant ha 
been giT;en shelter in that Inane so far. The vagrants — and Oielieve ther 
was no want of vagrants in Calcutta* during the last one year^were subse 
qite’hfly taken to certtfin Destitutes’ Homes near about the city and som- 
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^ those o^ers are supposed to he looking after some of these homes. The 
Vagrants Home that was constructed at Mahalandi was condemned by tke 
engineers and it is now rumoured — I am not very certain about that iact — 
that the engineers have recommended the dismantling of that building. 
More than a lakh of rupees would be required because that building has 
been so badly constructed that no vagrant can be taken or kept there. 
Several lakhs of rupees have already been spent and another lakh will be 
spent on the dismantling of that damned building. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir. is the word "'damn’* parlia- 
mentary ? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I urn not damning the Government: 
I am damning the building. 

You will see that altlmugh definite provision was nnule in the Vagrancy 
Act to provide a Vagrants’ Home, that has not been dom* and here i.s a 
similar situation wliere there is only a mild word ^‘may” put which Govern- 
ment may or may not accede to. The whole object of this legislation Avill 
be completely infructuoii.s. 1 therefore propose that the wonl “shall bo 
substituted for the word “may”. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir. 1 beg to move that in 
clau.''e 4, suh-clau.se line I, Ixdore the word “destitute” the word 

“sick” be in.serted. 

Sir, I hog to move also that in clause 4, snb-clause liuc 2, the 

words “falling ill while” he omitted. 

Sir, this suh-clause jirovides ({/ } for the maintenance and (M tln‘ medical 
treatment oi the destitutes. Xow, Sir, suh-clause has been so 

1 rained as to jiiovide oiiIn tor the medical treatment of those destitutes who 
fall ill while tliey lire in detention. There is no jirovision at all for the 
medical treatment oi those destitutes who are sick when they are placesl 
under ariest or when they are taken charge of. I therefore, suggest that 
there should la* a provision for the treatment of all sick destitutes whether 
they have lieen sick at the time of their arrest or whether they have fallen 
ill after theii' arre.st. Irrespective of that question they should receive 
medical treatment if they are sick. That is my w’hole submission. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, 1 would only 
suhmit that Dr. Sanyal has brought in things, which have nothing tf) do 
'with this jlill, because vagrant homes are altogether different things and 
are administered by the Home Department. So far my inffirmation goes, 

I have not heard of anv case where so much money has been wasted, as 
Dr. Sanyal has said, t will draw*, this portion of his speech to the notice 
of the Home Department. It is also well kiiowm to an honourable member 
like Dr. Sanyal that in these ca.ses “may” means “shall”. However if he 
insists that “shall” shall lie inserted, I am n*ady to accept it because it 
will he Goverument responsibility t-o supply things in^the destitute eainps 
hereafter on the existing lines. So I am prepared to accept this amendment. 

Sir, as regards Kai Hareiidra Nath Chaudhiiri’.s amendment, namely, 
amendments S^os. 11 and 12, I submit they are absolutely unnecessary. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that in clause 4(7), line 1, for 
the word “may” the w'ord “shall” be substituted was then put and agreed 
to. 

The, motion of Kai Harendra Nath (!haudhuri that in clau-se 4, sub-clau<ie 
(5)(M, line 1, before the*wf>rd “destitul^f^ the* word “sick” he inserted, 
was then put and lost. . 

The motion of Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri that in clause 4, «ub-olau«e 
(3)(5), the words “falling ill while” be omitted, was then put and 

lost. 
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The question that clause 4 as amended stand part of the Bill, was then 
put and agreed to. 

Clause 5. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, I beg to more 
that for clause 5 the following be substituted, namely: — 

“5. (1) An authorised officer may, subject to any rules made under 

section 12 and to such directions as 
Orders ae to conduct and may from time to time be issued in 
diacipline. this behalf by the Provincial Govern- 

ment, make orders in writing for 
regulating the conduct of, and the maimtenance of discipline 
amongst, destitute persons detained under section 3 in any place 
provided under section 4 and when such orders have been made 
every destitute person so detained in such place shall comply 
with such orders. r 

{2) If any destitute person to whom an order under sub-section (1) 
relates wilfully disobeys or neglects to comply with such order, 
he shall on conviction before a Magistrate be liable to ])e punish- 
ed with imprisonment for a teini which may extend to three 
months.” 

Sir, this is to empower the autliorised officers to make orders on matters 
of minor importance and to avoid unnecessary delay and it being a matter 
of minor importance authorised persons wIk) are sufficiently n*sponsible 
officers will be quite competent to deal with it. 1 ho])e. Sir, the House 
will accept it. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, I ri'ie to oppose the 
amendment of the Hon’ble Mr. T, N. Mukerjea. Mr. Mukerjea sajs that 
the authorised persons are only authorised here to make certain minor 
orders, non-compliance with which hoAvever will b(‘ followed by imprison- 
ment for a term which may extend to 3 months. 

Now, Sir, the clause, as it stands in the Bill, as pubii.shed, only makes 
it an offence for any destitute per.son to wilfully disobey or neglect to 
comply with any rule made by the Provincial Government. Sir, tlie rules 
will be duly published and any destitute j>erson if he violates any rule, 
of* W)ur.se lie will be violating it with full knowledge or at hi.s .supposed 
knowledge — because the rules are published before and lie knows that lie. 
is going to infringe the rule. But here. Sir, the ])uni'*hment for 3 months’ 
imprisonment is provided for non-compliance with any onler which, the 
Hon’ble Minister says, will be an order of minor imptutance .simply because 
the order is in the opinion of the jnuxui an order which i'^ subject to the 
rules or directions made by Provincial Government. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Rai Chaudhuri, we must now adjourn for prayer. 

(The House at this stage was adjourned for lo minutes for prayer.) 

(After adjournment . ) 

Rai HARENDrA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, as I was pointing out, 
the order of non-compliance with which will meet with a punishment of 3 
months’ imprisonment will not be open to question by the person adversely 
affected by the order in view of clause 11. It is simply for non-compliance 
with ^e order — right or \^rong,'of small impcwtAnce or of major importance 
— that the person w’iH have to suffer. The person prosecuted will not be 
able to question the propriety of the order at all. Simply because he has 
disobeyed,, the order he wull meet wdth punishment. It will ^t be open 
to !the Court even to go into the question of the propriety oP the order 
which made or into the legality of it or even to examine whether or not 
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the order was made subject to the rules or to the direction of the Govern- 
ment. Sir, I therefore oppose the verv ill-advised amendment that has 
been brought forward by the Hon’hle Minister at such a late stage and I 
submit that the clause, as it has been printed in the Bill and as it has 
elherged from the Council, ought to stand. 


The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: .^ir, I would only 
submit that the provisions give ample scope for the trying Magistrate to 
use his discretion. T would like to point out that it being a matter of 
minor importance the authorised officer will be competent to deal with 
it, but it will be up to the trying Magistrate to use his best judgment in 
the trial. 


The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea that for clause 5 
the following be substituted, namely: — 

*‘5. (7) An authorised officer may. subject to any rules made under 

. ^ , section 12 and to such directions ns 

from time to time be issued in 
^ ” ■ this behalf by the Provincial Govern- 

ment, make orders in writing for regulating tlu‘ conduct of, and 
the maintenance of discipline amongst, destitute persons detained 
under section d in any place provided under section 4 and when 
such orders have been made every destitute person so detained 
in such place shall comply witli such orders. 

(2) If any destitute person to whom an order under sub-section (1) 
relates wilfully disobeys or neglects to cornplv with such order, 
he sliall on conviction before a Magistrate be liablt‘ to be punish- 
ed with imprisonment for a term which may extend to three 
months.” 


was then put and agreed to. 


Clnvsf €. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir. T beg to move that in clause 0, 
in lines 2, d and o for the word ”list” the word “register” be substituted. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH GHAUDHURI: Sir, T beg to move that in 
line 4 of clause 0 the following words, namely: — 

“as determined by the said officer”, 
be omitted. * ' 

Sir, this clause provides for the preparation of the list of persons 
apprehended and detained under the Act and also jirovides that their usual 
place of residence should be specified therein. Now, what is the .usual 
place of residence of a person is a question of fact, and not at all a question 
of presumption. But it is going to be made a question of presumption 
and not a question of fact at all by the introfluction of these words “as 
determined bv tlie said officer”. For instance, the residence of a destitute 
person may be a village in tbana Bahirbat in the 24-Parganas. Tb© 
authorized officer by mistake or otherwise presumes that he belongs to a 
village in tbana Haroa, and, therefore, he will be entitled under clause 7 
to repatriate him to Haroa. You are aware that there are in a district 
villages of the same name but belonging to different thanas. If the 
address or rather the place of residence that has to be noted under clause 
6 is the place of residence supposed by the authorised officer and not the 
actual place of residence of the destitute, it may well be apprehended that 
the defltifute persons may Jie repatriated to^ places which are not their usual 
place of residence. • * * • 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I heg to move that in clause 6, 
in line b. Ipr the words “the inclusion of the name of any per^n in any 
such list”"^© words and figure “the issue of an order of apprehension and 
detention under section 3” be substituted. 
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Sir^ I would not like that merely lust when the name is included, all this 
detention order and consequential obligations would arise. If the destitute 
person is actually apprehended and detained under section 3, then* alone 
the subsequent stages may be applicable and should be applicable. 

• 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Regarding amendment 
No. 14 of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal I would only say that it is unnecessary. 

Regarding amendment No. 15 of Rai Harendra Nath Chaudliuri I would 
only submit that he is w^orking under a misapprehension. It is the first 
duty of the officer to ascertain from the destitute himself generally and in 
all cases his address and native place and then to verify it. The officer 
will determine it on the report he will obtain from the destitute himself. 

As regards the other amendment of Dr. Sanyal I may say that there 
may he cases in which there may be detention for the time being without 
orders. 

Tlie motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that in clause G, in lines *2, 3 and 
5 for the word “list” the word “regi.ster” be substituted w’as then put and 
lost. 

The motion of Rai Harendra Nath Chaudliuri that in line 4 of clause G 
the following words, namely : — 

“as determined by the said officer” be omitted, 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that in clause (», in line 5, for 
the words “the inclusion of the name of any person in any such list” the 
words and figure “the issue of an order of apprehension and detention 
under section 3” be substituted, w'as tlien put and lost. 

The question that clause G stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 7. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; Sir, T beg to move 
that for sub-clause (7) of clause 7, the following be substituted, namely: — 

“(7) Th(* authorised officer may at an> tiim* repatriate a destitute 
, , person detained under section 3 to the usual place of residence 
of such person as determined by such officer: 

Provided that no destitute person shall be so repatriated unless the 
authorised officer is satisfied after .sucli inquiries as he may 
C(msider necessary that adequate arrangements for ensuring the 
liveliliood of .such person have been made at such place of 
residence”. 

Sir, I move this only to remove a drafting mistake. 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, 1 beg to move that in clau.se 7(7), 
in lines 3 and 4, the words “at the usual place of residence of such person” 
be omitted. 

Sir, 1 also beg to move that in clause 7(7), in line 5, the word “usual” 
be omitted. 

Sir, these t^o as a matter, of fact go together. 

r\\f Hon’ble Mr. TARAK HATH MUKERJiEA; Sir, I beg to move 
that for paragraph {h\ of sub-clause (2) of clause 7, the following be 
aubstituted, namely: — 

^(h) by such means and such route or routes as the authoWsed officer 
may determine*”. 
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- move that for sub-clause (4) of clause 7, the following 

be substituted, namely: — 

'*if4) If a destitute person, — 

(a) wilfully obstructs any arrangements made by the authorised 

officer for his repatriation or refuses without reasonable cause 
to compl}' with any order of the authorised officer given by such 
officer for the purposes of effecting the repatriation of such 
person, or 

(b) having as a result of repatriation left or been removed from Cal- 

cutta or any municipality, subseqiu'utly returns to anv place 
within either Calcutta or any municipality and is found begging 
therein, 

such person shall on conviction before a Magi‘.trate be lialdt* to be punished 
with imprisonment for a term wliich may extend to three montlis.” 

Mr. ^BREAKER: Kai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On this particular ammidment, I have 
to make one observation. 

Mr. SPEAKER; You will he allowed to have your say later. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, 1 heg to move that in 
line (> ()f sul>-clause {4) to clause i, alter the word “rejuitriution” the 
following words be inserted, namely : 

^‘and notwithstanding the benelit of local relief or rtdiahiliialion.” 

Sub-clause {4} says: “If a destitute person wilfully obstructs any 
arrangement.'! made by the uutliorised officer for his nqiatriation or refuses 
without reasonable caus(‘ to comply with any order of the authorised officer 
given by such officer for the purpose of effecting the repatriation of such 
person, or if after rejiatriation a destitute person again returns to the area 
in wdiich he was apprelnuided and detained under section d for the ])ur]H)se 
of begging such person shall on conviction before a Magistrate bo liable 
to be punished with imprisonment for a term which may extend to tliree 
montlis“. 

Sir, the Bill is named as the Bengal Destitute Persons (Repatriation 
and Relief) Bill, and tliis clause of the Bill of all tin* clauses makes the 
whole question of relief a make-believe and a mere (»y(‘-w'aMb. Sub-clause 
(4) says that if a destitute yierson returns t<) the ]dac«' of his apjirelK^m^iou 
after repatriation, he will not he again ajqirehended and taken to the place 
of detention but be will be pro.secuted and will on conviction be liable to 
be })unished with imprisonment for a term which may extend to three 
niouth.s. Idiat is, lie will he considered a destitute ])(‘rson only in the first 
instance and in all .su])se(|uent cases, he w'ill lie consiilered an iiffender. 
But what will he lii.s offence'^ Idie offence will be to return for begging 
to the area in which lie was first apiireheinl(Ml. Hut wdiy will lie return 
to the original jilace of liis apprehension If there i.s pny meaning in clause 
7, a person will be repatriated to his usual pla<*e of residence only after 
ascertaining that there are “adequate arrangement for bis subsistence and 
rehabilitation” Duly in that case, his repatriation to the place will be 
justified, otherwise not. But sub-clause (4) of claUiUe 7, virtually says 
that whatever may he tin* ease there, 7.c., in the place w'liere he i» 
repatriated — he may not find any relief or resources to fall hack upon there 
— still, if he returns to the original place ofc begging, be 'will be liable to 
be punished w’ith impris(jpinent. If it is really intended to give relief to 
the destitutes as the Bill pfopo'^e.s to, if fhe Bilrl is not a mere eyelash as 
I said before, if relief and rehabilitation be really* intended then it cannot 
be deemed to be an offence on the part of any destitute person to return 
to the place of apprehension for begging, if he finds no adequate 

relief at his usual place of residence. But i^ there is no scheme of 
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rehabilitating bm at bJs usual place of residence and if there is no real 
relief echeme operating there, why should it be an offence on his part to 
come back to the area in which he was apprehended for begging bafore? 
He must continue to live. This sub-clause unless it is amended, as I 
suggest, makes the whole thing an eye-wash. It must be considered thaft 
it is not the real intention of Government to repatriate and rehabilitate the 
destitute persons but the real idea is only to arrest them after some ceremony 
and send them to jails. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, I would only sub- 
mit that amendment No. 17 is only to remove a drafting defect. Regard- 
ing amendments Nos. 18 and 19, Dr. Sanyal wants to put an obstacle in 
the way of sending destitute persons to places near their usual places of 
residence. The omission of those words wdll amount to that. It is the 
declared policy of Government to repatriate a destitute person to as near 
a place as possible to his usual place of residence. 

Regarding amendment No. 20, this has been designed t® avoid 
unnecessary correspondenci* and consequent delay which would be unavoid- 
able if the Provincial Governyinent had to pass orders in all such cases. 

Regarding amendment No. 21, I would only say that this is intended 
to remove a drafting defect. 

Regarding amendment No. 22, I would only say that it is unnecessary. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. I have not 
moved the amendment on which my friend is commenting here. He says 
that I am seeking to move an amendment which will take the destitute 
away from Ids usual place of residence. I ha%*e not moved tliat. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I have commented 
only on amendments Nos. 18 and 19. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea that for sub- 
clause (/) of clause 7, the following be substituted, namely: — 

^‘(f) The authorised officer may at any time repatriat(‘ a destitute 
person detained under section d to the usual place of residence 
' of such j)erson as determined by such officer : 

Provided that no destitute person shall be so repatriated unless the 
authoriseil officer is satisfied after such enquiries as he may 
consider necessary that adequate arrangements for ensuring 

• * the livelihood of such person have been made at such place of 
residence.” 

was then put and agreed to. 

The motion of Dr. Nalimikshu Sanyal that in clause 7{/i, in lines 3 and 
4, the words “at the usual place of residence of such person” be omitted 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that in edause 7(/t, in line o, the 
word “usual” be omitted was then put and lost. 

The motion of the'Hon’ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea that for paragraph 
(h) of sub-clause (2) of clause 7, the following be substituted, namely: — 

“(//) by such means and such route or routes as the authorised officer 
may determiine” 
was then put and agreed to. 

The motion of the Hon'ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea that for sub- 
clause ( 4 ) of clause 7, the following be substituted, namely: — 

“(4^ If a destitute person, — * < 

(o) wilfully obstructs any arrangements made by the authorised officer 
for his repatriation or refuses without reasonable cause to comply 
Vith any order of the authorised officer given by Jbeh officer 
for the purpos® of effecting the repatriation of such person, or 
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(i) baring as a result of repatriation left or been removed from Cal- 
cutta or any municipality, aubsequently returns to any place 
within either Calcutta or any municipality and is found begging 
therein, 

erson shall on conviction before a Magistrate be liable to be punished 
with iniprisoimient for a term which may extend to three months.’' 
was then put and agreed to. 

The motion of Itai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri that in line (> of sub- 
clause ( 3 ^) to clause 7, after the word “repatriation” the following words 
be inserted, namely: — 

“and notwithstanding the benefit of local relief or rehabilitation”, 
was then put and lost. 

The question that clause 7, as amended stand part of the Hill was then 
put and^ agreed to. 

Clau.^f S. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; Sir. 1 beg to move 
that in clause 8, in line 0, for the word “rule” the word “order” be 
substituted. 

This is cons(‘{|iiential to the amendment which tlie House has already 
accepted, viz., amendment No. Id. ^ 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, I beg to move that in the 
last line of clause 8 for the word “six” (he word “three” be substituted. 

Clause 8. 1 consider it u black sjiot in the Hill. The Hill contemplates 
the cases of destitiitf* ])ersons only. It does not contemplati* the cases of 
habitual beggars or vagrants. There are otli(‘r meusures to deal with 
them. Now. Sir, the Hon 'hie Minister has not Iumov pleased to ex]>lain 
at all wh\, it tin* ( j()vernni(‘nt makes necessary arrangements for the main- 
tenanct‘ of the (h'^titutc jicrson.s, for their medical treatment, and so forth, 
as provided in clause 4 of the Hill, there should be any inclination on the 
part ot the destitute persons to escape, there should be an inclination on 
the part ot the destitutes on lean* not to return to the jdaces of detention. 
Government ought to have exjilained that first before making it an offen(‘e 
on the part of the destitutf* ])erson.s to run away from flie camps. As it is, 
I have by my ani(*iidment tried rather tn mitigate the hard lot oj the 
e.scaped destitutes. It is not a relief Hill; it is not a Hill which holds out 
the prospect of relief and rehabilitation ho miicdi as rd‘ punishment to tlie 
destitute per.sons; it is a Hill whieb only in one way or other jiroposes to 
imprison them, only if th<*re be sufficient room in tim jails for their 
reception. It is only the want of accommodut ion in the jail which will 
really go to relieve the destitute persons and not the arrangements contem- 
plated and advertised in clause 4(J). If the provision for the mainieminee 
of destitute persons be adequate there can be no earthly reason for the 
destitute persons to run away from the detention cjfmp at all. Sir, this 
clause ought to be deleted altogether if there be any grain of humanity 
left in this Government. Hut, Sir, as they do not propose to delete it, I 
have proposed to mitigate the hard lot of the destitute persons by suggest- 
ing that the term of imprisonment provided here slntuid be reduced from 
six months to three. 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERiEA: Sir, I would only point 
out that the penalty of six months is the inaximum penalty and it is up to 
the trying magistrate to decide whether he should give tin* punTshrnent 
of two days. I may also inforq;^ the honourable member that among the 
destitutes there is a tendency in some cases of not being satisfied with* the 
food, sheM^r, clothing and medicak arrangements. There are destitutes 
who want to make additional income by begging. Instances kre ncrt 
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unknown where they come out of the destitute camp. For the honourable 
mcmber^s information I may tell him that although the Ordinance is 
enforced the clause of punishment has not been carried anywhere, • 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea that in clause §, 
in line 5, for the word ‘‘rule” the word “order” be substituted, was then 
put and agreed to. 

The motion of Itai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri that in the last line of 
clause 8 for the word “six” the word “three” be substituted, was then 
put and lost. 

The question that clause 8 as amended stand part of the Bill, was then 
put and agreed .to. 

Clause 9. 

The question that clause 9 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 10. 

The question that clause 10, stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 11 . 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, I beg to move that in 
lines 8 and 4, of cdanse ]1, the words “or intended to he done” be omitted. 

Sir, the clause should run only as “No suit, prosecution or other legal 
proc(*eding shall lie against any j>ersofi empowered to perform an\ function 
under this Act for anything which is in good faith done under this Act”. 
That should be the [iroper jihrase. The words “Or int(*nd(‘d to bt‘ done” 
should be omitted. Sir, even in this machine age a machine has not vet 
been invented for weighing intenti(»n. Intention i.s such an intangibh* thing 
that it is very difficult for tin* court to g(*t hold ot it. It should bt‘ h*ft 
to the court to give proti'ction to the officers only if the c<)urt finds that the 
acts done have been done in good faith or in discharge of function contem- 
plated in this Act, No more ])rot(*ction ikumIs la* given. Morw protection 
will mean more oppression and nothing else. 

The Hofi’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEE: Sir, I would only 
submit that the existing provision is necessary. Government fully realise the 
responsibility that they should keep a vigilant eye on the otiicers. and it is 
only to give protection against ofhcers who may exceed their instructions, 
tlpit^ til is jirovision is necessary, and 1 do hope that such cases will be 
extremely few and far between. 

The motion of Uai Harendra Nath Ohaudhuri that in lines 3 and 4 of 
clause 11 the words ”or intended to be done” he omitted, was then put and 
lost. 

The question that clause 11 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 12. 


The question that clause 12 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 13. 

The Hon^ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, I beg to move that 
for clTiuse 13 the foMowing be substituted, namely: — 

“13. (/) Any rules made or anything done or any action taken or any 

Conthiuance of action taken proceed ing.s commenced in exercise of 
any power conferred by or under the 
Bengal Dwititute Persons (Repatria- 
tion and *Relief) Ordinance, Ben Ord. 
194^ shall, notwithstanding HI of 
that the said Ordinance has 
ceased to be in operation, fib deemed to 


under Bengal Ordthanc© 
111 of 1U43 and Boim|aI 
Ordinaneo II of* 1944 and 
validation oi actions taken 
after the Bengal Ordinance 
in of 1943 ceased to be in 
operation. 


have continued to have effect and to have been made, done, taken 
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or commenced in exercise of the powers conferred by or under 
this Act as if this Act had commenced on the 26th day df October, 
. 1943. 

Any rules made or anything done or any action taken or any pro- 
ceedings comiiienceJ before the commencement of this Act but 
after the Bengal Destitute Persons (Repatriation and Relief) 
Ordinance, 1943 (hereinafter referred to in this sub-section as the 
first Ordinance), ceased *to be in operation otherwise than under 
the Bengal Destitute Persons (Repatriation and B®n. Oid. 
Relief) Ordinance, 1944, which if the first Ordinance II of 
had been in operation could have been validly made, 
done, taken or commenced in exercise of the powers conferred 
by or under the first Ordinanee, shall i»ot he invalid by reason 
of the fact that the first Ordinance had ceased to he in operation 
but shall be deemed to have been made, done, taken or com- 
menced in exercise of the powers conferred by or under this 
this Act as if this Act had commenced on the 26tli day of 
October, 1943. 

(3) Any rules made or anything done or any action taken or any pro- 
ceedings commenced in exercise of anv power conferred by or 
under the Bengal Destitute Persons (Repatriation and Relief) 
Ordinanc(‘, 1944, shall, on the said Ordinanee ceasing to be in 
operation, 1 k‘ deemed to hav(‘ betuj mad(‘, dom^, taken or coju- 
mcnccd in exercise of (he powers eonferred by or under this Act 
as it this Act was already m forct* when such rules wer<* made or 
such thing \\a^ (l(uo‘ <»r such action was taken or such proceed- 
ings were commenced.” 

Sir, this amendment is necosary for the continuumas of the aidion taken 
under the Bengal Destitute Persons (R<*patriation and Relief) Ordinanee, 
1943, and also of 1944 and for the validation of the action taken in the 
interim period, /.c , alter the Ordinance of 1943 ceased to be in operation and 
before the Bill, when jia^sed, comes into force. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, if this amendment is 
carried amendnituit Ao. 29 standing in my name falls through. 

The motion of the ilon’bh* Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea was then put and 
agreed to. 

(la use 14, 

(AVheii Mr. Speaker was about to put clause 14 to vote.) 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: What about the amendment, Siri* 

Mr. SPEAKER: You can vote it out. 

The question that clause 14 stand part of the Bill was then put and lost. 

Preamble, 

The question that the preamble stand part of the Brill was then put and 
agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; Sir, I beg to move that 
the Bengal Destitute Persons (Repatriation and Relief) 4Iili, 1944, as ikdtled 
in the Assembly, be passed. 

I would only request the House to pass the Bill without any further 
discussion. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA S/CnVAL: Mr. Speaker^ Sir, at this stage Pwould 
only congratulate the Government for having blessed the country with a 
piece of legislation wTiich has been long overdue and 1 am also congratulayng 
the draftinif department of the Government for having got it so flicely 
through th^ Upper House, i.e., the Council thet^it required substantial 
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alterations at the hands of Government in the Bengal Legislative Assembly. 

I suppose, Sir, that in future also Government in preparing Bills would 
remember that there is the possibility of even their experts and themselves 
making mistakes in such a way that substantial corrections are needed in the 
Bengal Legislative Assembly. ' 

Sir, in view of that we would humbly and respectfully suggest to Govern- 
ment that, in future, instead of trying to make short circuit legislation by 
first putting it before the Council and then getting it passed there unnoticed 
and then bringing it before this House, it would be eminently better if 
the Government, instead of wasting public money in that way, introduces 
it at the first instance in the Bengal liCgislative Assembly. If they follow 
this procedure 1 can assure them that all these difficulties would be 
obviated . 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It means a refiection on the other 
House. 

Mr. BPEAKER: I am not going to allow any reflection on the other 
House, but in this case it is not a reflection at all. IJon’t take it in that light. 

The motion of the Ilon’ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea tliat the Bengal 
Destitute Persons (Ilejjatriation and Belief) Bill, 1944, as settled in the 
Assembly be jiassed was then put and agreed to. 

The Bengal Alienation of Agricultural Land (Temporary Provisions) Bill, 
1944, as passed by the Bongal Legislative Council. 

The Hon'ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: 1 beg to move that the 
Bengal Alienation of Agricultural Land (Temporary Provisions) Bill, 1944, 
as passed by the Bengal Legislative C\)uncil be taken into consideration. 

Mr. 8A9ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir do you expect me to inflict a 
speech on the House at this late houri^ 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Y es. Have you got the consent of all the members 
in the listF 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: No, Sir. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: PI ease omit the names of those members who have not 
given their consent. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: All right Sir. I beg to move by 
way (»f umemlmeni that the Bengal Alienation of Agricultural Land (Tem- 
porary Provisions) Bill, 1944, as pa.ssed by the Council be referred to a 
Selet't Committee consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Department, 

(2) Mr. Syed Mustaguwsal Ilaque, 

(^) Mr, Hamizuddin Ahmed, 

(4) Babu Uudhamith Das, and 

(5) Mr. Sasunka Sekhar Sanyal (the mover), 

with instructions to submit their report by dlst December, 1944, and that 
the quroum of the Select Committee be fixed at three. 

Sir, I am moviif^ this amendment not because I find fault with the Bill 
as it has lH?en considered and passed by the Upper House, but because it 
presents certaip lacuna and incompleteness which ought to have been cor- 
rected by Government at an earlier stage. It is well-known, Sir, that in 
the course of the last one year ,and more people had i)as8ed through unpre- 
cedeiK-ed distress and had* to part with their ^ecious properties only for the 
sake of mere existen<?b for tnemselves and their families. It is certainly 
a welcome measure to try on the part of Government to restore the st4Ztus qva 
in respect of such properties so far as the persons who are^mpelled to 
, part with mem are concerned but I beg to invite the attention of the House 
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to the fact that by a tiine-limit and bv cirt'Utnaijribinf?: the relief io 

this case by a particular money limit the Bill ljus iiiisse<l its purpose imtirtdy 
and ^ery sadly. For example, then* have been eases of such compulsory 
sale of properties on account of |H*nury before January, li)4d, and also after 
J<anuar>-, 1944. Therefore, instead (»f pultinj^ a time-limit like that Govern- 
ment should have left it to the discTetion (»f the authorities c»>ncerned beiuiuse 
distress did not come after striking the »er(» hour nor did it disappear after 
striking: another zero hour. It came in driblets and it came unawares and 
it spread out. It is too idle to say that after January. 1944, distress bud 
disappeared and that people had not ha<l tt» ^ell their properties on account 
of dt*stitution. Therefore it is not n}.»ht to ti\ a liim'-liinit b<‘tween one 
January and another. ( iovernmeiit is tin* decidin^^ authority. If in the 
course of the prevuiliu}.: distn'ss jiersons bad sohl theii j>ro|)erties only for 
maintainiu^^ themselves aiol their ilejumdants tln‘ii thosi- ])ropertles would lx* 
restituted on such terms as havi* bei'ii set forth. That was the purpose for 
wbieh the Hill wa.s draitid and that would a.Nsist those wlio louinl themselves 
strandeih 

Then aprain, ! fiinl that the relief has been inaili* availalde only \ip to the 
extent of Hs Now wdiy that rule of thumby Is it Go\ erninent’s raw 

that people who sohl propi'rties for an\ value be\ond IN. 2o() did not do so 
out of penury and distr(*ssy As a matter of fai't. it appiairs from eertuin 
amendments of Dr. Sanya) and Ifai Ilarendra Nath (’haiidhuri that they 
had this in their minds and therefore they ha\e desired to (Uilar^e the 
amount to Us. oOO and IN 1,001) 'I'liev have ^n)t that spirit. Hut then 
th<‘re is also one difiiculty Tin* t iovernmeiit will contend that there must 
tx* some ])la(*e wln^n* to stop. I should say it is not n(*c(*SHury to stop any- 
where because people wlio liave sold as it appears from ( laiisc 4 have to 
satisfy the Cidlector that they weie not able to maintain ibemstJ ves. Since 
that clause is tlicri* it is not iiece.ssaiN to fix aiiv titm*-)imit because if any- 
body had sold propel t\ out id penury and destiiution, whatc\er mav be ifie 
<|uantit\ sold and w hat ever bo the price for whiidi it was sold, he sold it for 
that one purfMisi* for whnli (iovernment is })rin^»‘intT this relief Take the 
case of a bi|.r family. It iiiiojit buM* been ne«*essarv for that family to sell 
some profierty foi IN otherwise it could not iced its dependants, feed 

the cattle and feed tin* members of the family. Tb(*refore that family also 
is entitled to soim* relief as an> mie who is entitled havin^r sold it for less 
than IN 2i’)() for the same purpose. If tin* Gov(*rnment wanted to fix upon 
some demarcation instead ol fixing’’ the <lemun*ation in terms of money it 
should fix it in terms of [iroperty. If a raii/at or a^aiiMiltiirist bad sidd more 
than 50 per e(*nt. of In's property for any purpose during* the distress as a 
jreneral rub* without goinj,'* info the (piesfion for what purpose he sold it he 
should be g'iv<*n this n-lief Whatever may the extent of the property and 
whatever may be the amount for which if w’as ‘^edd if a projicrty bad been 
sold on aeeounf of destitution and maint«‘nanc-e of the family in that case 
relief ougrbf to be macle available. After all nol»od\ !osc*s. In war time 
there is distress mounting up in the <*ase of ecTtain [)eo|)le ami plenty in 
the case of others. If peojile had .sold in distress any of their properties 
to their fortunate brethien then these people who hatl sedd their property 
should be given relief. People who have bought and have to return the 
properties are not losing their money, they are getting back their own 
money and plus some* compensation. Ah.solutely there ^is no moral in justice* 
against that. Therefore nobody should have any rea.son to murmur or 
complain. Therefore I submit that this Bill has inis.sed its mark. 

Then there is another cjnestioii. This J Am speaking from iny own 
experience. Between 1942 and 1944 is very long time. This piece qf 
legislation is coining after ifh Ordinance w’hich Van in force for sorffe time 
and that Ordinance was in force during this peridd. Many people knew 
that such a legislation was corning into existence and do you know |^hat 
they didP^hey wrote out a document of sale or purchase, the Amount was 
more than Re. 400 but the amount written was li^le less than Es. 2d0 tmd 
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space which is earmarked for putting the date was kept blank because the 
national leaders of the money market, the creditors, have got the upper 
hand. They have advanced more than Ks. 2o0 but they have written less 
than Its, 250 and the date space has been kept blank. They have taken 
possession of the land all the same. There is no (dieek to that. Therefore 
if the Government Jjuve thought so far liberally, certainly they ought to have 
taken the entire situation courageously, because if you want to give relief 
to peo])le you must be a wdiole-hogger. You cannot afford to ])e stingy and 
at the same time to be liberal in the matter of relief to the needy ])eople. 
Therefore instead of circumscribing the inatfer witliin fhe limits of time and 
space a free hand should be given to the authority both by the sections and 
by the rule-making power so that so long as Government or any section of 
the public is not in a [)<)sition to be sure that distress has disappeared this 
law ought to he applicable, for after all iu war time under the Defence of 
India Rules people can live uj)oii rationed e\isteiH*e. AV’^hy cannot the 
intending purchaser live uimii ratioiie<i purcluisel' It may be said that on 
account of certain exigenev their projmrty will not sell. It is t‘»r better 
if the property is not soi(l because agricultural projuutv is nowadays 
remunerative. If the land is not sold the crops will l)c availahh* which will 
bring good price. He will Ik* able to pay the landloid souH'thing it he does 
not live lavishly. 

Therefore I hope the Ilon'hle Revenue Minister will take into considera- 
tion my humble suggestions, and sin<*e tin* other Hill i^ also going hack to 
the Upper Mouse on uceount of w’hat Dr. Sanyal ha.*' said brilliant drafting 
arrangement, I hope he will not hesituU; to accept my sugg-eslion and redraft 
the Hill and wait for some time because tin* Ordinance can be made use of 
even after this short session. He can rewrite the Hill, redraft tlie Hill and 
make it more comprehensive and make it reall.s useful 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, at this fag end of 

the day it is rather difficult to answer all the piunts. Of course some of the 
points whi(’h Mr. Saiiyal has raised are uiiucces^ary . Sir, it ih well known 
that tile OrdiuaiK'e was promulgated so late as on tlic 24th December, l}l4d, 
and HO Mr. Sanval’s couti'iition that many peoplt* kiu'w that tin* Ordinance 
would l>e promulgat(‘d, took advantage oi that situation and stated fictitious 
figures in their sale deeds is not correct. Wc want to givi* effect t-o the 
transactions which took place in only and this Ordinance was promul- 

gated only on tlie 24tli December, 11144, practically cm the* eve cd the X’mas 
Loli^luys when people could hardly gc*t any o])j)ortunity of utilising the 
remaining six days of tin* year for those alleged nefarious practices. 

Then, Sir, as regards the time-limit I would only submit for the informa- 
tion of Mr. Saiiyal and the House tliat oii a statistics obtained from the 
sub-registry offices it has he<*u found out that of the sale transactions of 
ordinary occ’upancy holdings held in H)4o, as many as 84 per cent, sales 
were within Rs. 250 and as regards muharari holdings which were stdd in 
1943 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: When was the Ordinance 
promulgated H 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: 24th Ihn ember, 1943. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: And when was it advertised for? 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; Not a day earlier and 
80 people never knew. 

As regards muharari holdings as many as 77 jier cent, of the sales were 
below Rs. 250 thus the proposetl.Act will give njief to at least 80 per cent, 
of those unfortunate persons who were oldigecl to sell their lands either 
occupancy holdings or mukaran holdings. And since it is not possible to 
giw# a blank cheque to the oflSoers and an unlimited amount to the people 
a maximum limit of Us. 250 is considered to he the fair and proper figure 
*io give' relief to the dist’^sed and who actually require relief. 
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Lastly, I submit, it is a very short anti simple emergency measure and 
he sooner it is passed the better it is for those for whom it is intended. So 
consider it is ab.solutely unnecessary and undesirable to refer it to a 
ieieot Committee, and it sliould be passed as quickly as possible. Sir, I 
p|)08e the amendment. 

The motion of Mr. Sasauka Sekhar Sanyal that the Bengal Alienation of 
Lgricultural Land (Toinporary Provisions) Bill, 1044. ns passed by the 
lengal Legislative ('ouncil la* referred to a Select Ciuiiniittee consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Mini.ster in charge of the Itevenue Department, 

(2) Mr. Syed Mustagav^sal Ilaque, 

(8) Mr. Pamizuddin Ahmed, 

(4) Babu Padhanath Das, and 

(6) Mr. Sasauka Sekhar Sanyal (the mover), 

uth instructions to submit their rt‘porl by 81st Decenilx'r, 1044, and that 
ie quorujn of the Select (’oinmitU'c b(‘ lived at three, \Nas then pul and lost. 

The motion of the Hon'ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mmkerjea that the Bengal 
Jienation of Agricultural Land (Temporary ProviKion>) Bill, 1044, as 
assed by the Bengal Legi.slativc (dumul, he taken inb» consideration, was 
len put and ageed to. 

Clause 1. 

The question that (dause 1 stand [>art of the Bill was then put an<l agreed 

1 . 

Clause 2. 

The question that clause 2 stand part of the Bill vas tln n put and ugreeil 

Clause />. 

The <|uestion that clause 8 stand part of the Bill w’a.s then put and agreed 

('la use 4. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, 1 beg to move that in 
lb-clause (/) of clause 4, lim* 5, for the words “tw-o huinired and fifty’* the 
ards ‘‘five hundr<‘d” be substituted. 

Sir, iny honourable friend Mr. Sasauka Sekhar Sanyal has taken the Bill 
*ry seriously and a.s he has taken it very seriously he has suggested that .in 
le matter of giving relief we should be whole-hoggers. My lionourahle 
iend has entirely missed the (dgeet of this series of Bills. This series is 
tended not so much to relieve anybody but simply to p«»s(* as saviour of the 
untry. 

Sir, this Assembly has just relieved the destitutcH by jiroviding for 
eir punishment for escape, by providing for their imni-.hment for liegging 
r the second time, by providing for their punishment for non-coinpliaiice 
ith any and every order that the detaining officer will choose to make, 
lat is how, Sir, we have legislated to relieve the destitutes; and now we 
e legislating to relieve the agriculturists in distress. 

Sir, the obvious wiridow-dre.ssing will be found in the definition elaiise of 
e Bill, ft projmscs to define, us if to afford relief, “pn^irietor”, “Uuiure- 
dder”, “rr/;/yaP’, ••un(ler-r///.^oP “landlord”, et(‘., el hoe fjenujf or/ine. 
proposes (<» relieve all ami snmlr; . hut in answeiing to the jHiint raiserl 
ray honourable friend Mr. Sasauka Sekhar Sgnyal the lloil’hle Miriist 4 *r 
charge of the Bill has come out to ipiote the figures of the sab* of occupancy 
tyaft holding^.s. Tbe obvioifs #bject to relieve cmly a certain section of^the 
ople is ajiparent, and tbe very clause to w'hich my h(»nourable friend 
r. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal has drawn our attention, immely. tin* limitation 
ovided by ^he Collector’s discretion will operate as a good check* agaifllltC 
lief to that section of the people also! That is not intended to accelerate 
lief but will rather retard relief. I have therefore^ pro[>osed that if it if 
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intended to provide relief to a large section of the people hit by s<*arcity and 
famine in the country, then at least the niaxiinuiu value of the land tranfl- 
femd should be increased. It should not be K^. 250; it should be at least 
double the amount. My honourable friend Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea has 
pointed out that the Hill provision i.s going to relieve 80 per cent, of t^e 
occupancy raijiuts who had to sell their holdings in distress. I would ask 
him: why not relieve cent, per cent, of those in distress who were compelled 
to sell their hohlings for their maintenance and for the maintenance of their 
families. Why stay yemr hands afU‘r relieving 80 per cent.? If you are 
really sincere for the relief of those raiyats that were hard hit by the famine 

liii in tlif. extent of parting with their lauds, lands which are considered 

H(» much valuable and indispensable things liy the agriculturists in this 
counfrv, fhmi try to iclicve all. Increase the maximum value; at least make 
it double; make it Its. 500, Ijecau.se if your figures tell you that by choosing 
the figure of 250 you will be relieving only 80 jier cent, then surely by 
choosing the figure of 500 you will be relieving at least cent, per (*ent. of 
the (X'cupancy raiyafs, ujthougli you profess to relit‘ve not only t^e raiyats 
but also the tenure-holders, proprietors and everybody who was (‘ompelled 
to part with his lauds in distress. 

Thi're are two things which will go really against such a programme of 
relief. First of all, the maximum land value that is put here, namely, 
lls. 2f)0 and secondly the Collector’s lim]t<*d discretion. I shall dilate (ui the 
second point later, l)ccausc there is an amendment standing in my tiame with 
refenmcc to sub-claus(‘ 1(5). 1 shall not touch that point now My jiresent 

request to the llon’ble Minister will be that if he really intends to relieve 

the agnenltiirist>, if lu* m-uIIn intemls to relieve the iioort'r st*c1ion of the 
teiiui’(‘-hol(leis, tlieii In* ought to raiso tin* maximum to at b*as1 Its. oOO if be 
does not ehoosi* to go beyond that. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, I ^souU\ like to 

eon.sider this proposal and \^oul(l suggest that the matter nia\ lx* taken up 
tomorroNN 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Let me then movi* formally the umeiid- 
mtmt standing in my nayie, iiamelv, that in clause 4(/), line n, for the words 
“two hundred and fifty” the words “one thousaiid” be substitut(‘d. 

Sir, I n<‘(*d hardly add an\ word to what my honourable trieud Rai 

Elareinlra Nath (^haudhuri has said in sujiport of this proposal. I would 

only like to know if by raising it to Rs. 1,0(H) (tovernment would be reliev- 
ing 100 per cent, of the persons so affected. If so, they should not hesitate 
to come up to the figure that would be necessary to give relief tn everybody 
afftH'ted very seriously during the lust famine. 

Adiouminent. 

The Houst* was then adjourned at 7-00 p.m. till 4 p.m. on Tuesday, tkft 
2lflt November, 1944, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly aasembled under 
.the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

*The Assembly met in the Assembly House. CaleuttA, on Tuesday, the 
21 it November, 1944, at 4 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Syfa) Nai'shkb Au) in the Chair, 12 
Hon’ble Ministers and 191 members. 

Further supplementaries to Starred Question No. 15. 

Dr. NALiNAKSHA 8ANYAL: With rctereme to the held-oyer 

Question Jfo. lo, will the llon’ble Minister in ihaiyt* oi the Ibiblieity 

Department be pleased to state what is the posit ion«ot tlu' National Welfare 
Units in relation to the newl\ -organisial Publiidtv Depai tnn*nl !" 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On a jioim oi order. Sir My 

object is only this If you allow .suppleuientar\ (|U(‘slions now it will be 

creating a had jireeedent which ina\ atleel us lat(‘r on. If a ijuestion is pul 
and an^uert'd and it tlo' (jiu'stion nine i^ ov(‘r, after that no supplementary 
question should be alloweil because you hav«‘ got m> time-limit for 
supplementaries. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: May I submit tlns^ Supt^osiug when 

a niemher is on his legs, the time-liniit is over- -- 

Mr. SPEAKER: I v^ill consider that latei on. but 1 \\ill allo\^ >ou this 
time. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: The Ihiblicitv Department of (iovern- 
ment of Bengal which was originally constituleif in llhlll had some rela- 
tionship witli the National Weltare I'nits. Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state in the new Rcheine of reorganisation wliat is the position or 
relationship now existing ladw’cen the National W'ldfure rnits and the 
Publicit V DepartiiuMit y 

The Hon’ble Mr. PULIN BEHARY MULLICK: 1 want notice 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Horrid.- .Minister he ideascd 
to state if the officers of the Government in the National Weltare l^nits 
who were 21 in number were permitted to apply for the newly-ereated posts 
oi District Oihccrs and Siil)divi‘<ional Assistants in the n'ew scheme of 
Publicity Reorganisation ? 

. The Hon’ble Mr. PULIN BEHARY MULLICK: Yes. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Ilon'lde Minister i>e pleased 
to state if it i.s a fact that the permanent oflicers of the National VV.dfare 
Units were not jiermitted to apply? 

Th. Hon’ble Mr. PULIN BEHARY MULLICK: 1 Itsk Inr imtic 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: AVill tlio Hon'h!.' Minist,i'r W pl<-ns<Hl 
to state what was the scale of pav ‘.auctioned for ihe National Weltare Unitfi 
*taff as compared with the jjay and einolum^nfs the nf*w Di‘'lrict ()rga- 
nisers' post under the new scheme? * * 

The Hon’ble Mr. PULIN BEHARY MULLICK:* Ail these questions 
W, I think. ^beyond the limits of the present question. 

Mr. SPEAKER: What is the question? 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The last question was with regard to 
the National Welfare Units staff which formed a department originally of 
the Publicity Department. I asked w'hat were the pay and emoluments of 
the staff of the National Welfare Units as compared with the new scale of 
salaries sanctioned for the District Organisers under the newly organ isted 
scheme. The whole question is regarding the expenditure involved in the 
new scheme and then I will come to that. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, T can quite understand your point, hut 
the real difficulty is this. If you want to institute a comparison that is a 
very difficult thing; that is going too far. 

Or, NALINAK8HA SANYAL: There were under the old hclieme 21 
National Welfare Units staff and they were paid a salary which was 

Mr, SPEAKER: That ih a matter of disi-ussion. 

Or. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: What wuh the reason for (igveininent 
sanctioning a much higlfer scale of salary for the district staff as compared 
with the existing staff’ permanently placed under the Pvihlirity ])e})artment 
of the Government? 

The Hon'ble Mr. PULIN BEHARY MULLICK: Tliese were temporary 
appointments and therefore w’e w'anled to induce the best talents in the 
country to come in. 

Dr, NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Who wen* the jiersons nderred to in 
the answer (e) forming a Selection rommittce for th<‘ jniipose of selecting 
the staff’ under the new scheme? Who were the meml)er^ ot the Selection 
Committee? 

The Hon’bie Mr. PULIN BEHARY MULLICK: T lie Hoii’hle Minister. 
Puhlicilv Dtqiartmcnt ; Secretary, ]*uhllcit\ Department: Ihihlieitv Adviser 
to the ( iov(*ninient, i.r., Mr (i. W. T\son; Director of Puhlic Intorniution ; 
Armv Public Uclutions Officer, (’ol. Kirkness; Mr. N. N, ( ’hakravarti, 
Khan Bahadur Moliammed Ali and Mr. B. B. Moiidal 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the ITon’hle Mmistci he plea^ed 
to state how many meetings of this (aunmittee were attended by 
Col. Kirkness and by Mr. Tyson respectively? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PULIN BEHARY MULLICK: 1 want notice 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the HonTile Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that ineiubers of the (ioverument Party, M.L.A’s, 
received eommunieations asking them to suggest names of their nominees 
for the District Officers’ posts and Suhdivisional Officers’ posts? 

The Hon'ble Mr. PULIN BEHARY MULLICK: Not at all 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that candidates who could not produce testi- 
monials from members of the Assembly belonging to the Government Party 
were summarily rejected? 

The Hon’ble M-. PULIN BEHARY MULLICK: It is not a fact 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if one Nishita Panjan Bagehi has been sele< ted for the appointment 
of a District Organiser. I’abna? 

The Hon’ble Mr.. PULIN BEHARY MULLICK: Yes 

** •'Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be jdeased 
to state if it is a fact that one Sachin Ohakraharty has also been selected 
ae, a Subdivisioual Agfcnt? 
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Tlw Hon'bla Mr. PULIN BEHARY MULLICK: Yes. 

Or, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hou'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that these two gentlemen are relations of Mr. Narendra 
J^rayan Chakravarty, one of the members supposed to be on the Beleidion 
Oonunittee P 

The Hon’ble Mr. PULIN BEHARY MULLICK: Not that I am awaro 
of. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hoirble Minister be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that Babu Mahudev Ohamlra Kumar, ii.L., of 
Malda, was selected as a candidate for the District Othcer’s post at MaldaP 

The Hon’ble Mr. PULIN BEHARY MULLICK: No. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state 4f it is a fact that Mr. Mahadev Chand2*a Kinnai was invited to 
attend the training course and was officially asked to appear aiid join the 
training in the first week of June? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PULIN BEHARY MULLICK: Yes, he was on the 

reserved list. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Jlon’hle Minister he pleased 
to state whi'ther he was given any appointment suhse<|uen11 v P 

The Hon’ble Mr. PULIN BEHARY MULLICK: lie did not join the 
training? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Ilon’hle Minister lie pleased 
to state if it is a fact that when Mr. Mahadev ('handru Kumar eame to 
Calcutta for joining the training he was informed that he was not required 
to join the training any mor<‘? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PULIN BEHARY MULLICK: I iihk fill 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hou’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that the gentleman, Mr. Mahailev Chandra Kumar, 
appeared before the Seeretary of the Di'partment and requested him to 
inform him definitely whether he was selected for the training or not? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. PULIN BEHARY MULLICK: 1 ask for notire 

Dr. ' NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Ilon’ble Minister he pleased 
to state if the letter isr^ued to Mr. Mahadev ('handra Kumar was ever 
withdrawn subsequently? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PULIN BEHARY MULLICK: I do not know. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'hle Minister be plea8e»d 
to state who has been subseijuenily seleeted for the |k>hL in Malda? 

' The Hon’ble Mr. PULIN BEHARY MULLICK: 1 ask for notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it a fact that Mr. Idris Alimed 
^ia'6 — another M.L.A. — brother has been subsequeiitlv selected to hold the 
post in Malda? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PULIN BEHARY MULLICK: Ma> he. 

Dr. ‘NALINAKCHA 8/iNYAL: Sir, I want to know definitely 
whether • * • 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, you cannot force him to say anything. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; Are we to take it that the* Hon^ble 
Minister does not know definitely 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I)r. Sanya], I ran not allow yioi lo tlisruKs it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it a fart that one Imitlier of the 
Director of Public Information who has been the Secretary of the Selection 
Committee has also been selected for one of the important postsy 

The Hon’ble Mr. PULIN BEHARY MULLICK: May be. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to the selection of the 
J^ublicity Officer from Jodhpur, will tin* Hon'ble Minister ]>e pleased to 
•tate what were his academic qualifications y 

The Hon’ble Mr. PULIN BEHARY MULLICK: Oualjfii ations mces. 
sary for the post were widely advertised. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state wliat is bis academic (pialification y 

The Hon’ble Mr. PULIN BEHARY MULLICK: [ ask toi no^io 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Ilon'hle Minister he pleaded 

.state who were tlie otln*r applicants ftn- the ]iosl y 

The Hon’ble Mr. PULIN BEHARY MULLICK: 1 a k lor notice It 

is M'idnff too much into details. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the IlonJde Minister be pleased 
to siiite if he is aware that ainon^'- the upplieanls tliere \\er»* certain very 
re]»uted journalists and scholars of llen^raly 

The Hon’ble Mr. PULIN BEHARY MULLICK: .Max he 1 do not 

know. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will llie Ilon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if in the Selection Committee the Chairman of the (\>mmittee was 
present at the time of selection? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PULIN BEHARY MULLICK: oh. yes! 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Ilon’hle Minister he pleased 
to state how many eundidutes were inlerxiewed in connection vxith the post? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PULIN BEHARY MULLICK; 1 am sorrx . 1 do not 

jremeraber. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’iile Mimstei he pleased 
to state what were the special j^rounds 

Ml. 8PEAKER: Dr Sanyul, it ajqiears to me that xou knoxx prueti- 
cally everythin^^ and in that ease the be.st course for you xxould lie to discuss 
it at the appropriate time. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: This is a verx vital thm^r. sir. The 
Publicity Department requires some publicity. iLauirhter.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is another matter. Questions are intended ?o 
elicit facts. You have ^one into iletails. 

Dr. NALINAKf.HA 8ANYAL. Hut some ta( ^^ have not been ^iveu. 

Mr. 8PEAKER. 1 think it xvill be better if xou disius.s it at the 
appropriate time when you hax’e got an opportunity. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: You knoxx very well. Sir, that 1 did 
give xiotii'e of a motion for adjournment to wKicti consent vxas not given. 1 
also gave notice of a special motion to which also the Ilon’ble Minister in 
charge did not give his eonsent. 

Mr. 8i>EAKER: Dr. Sanya), I cannot allow you to go deep into the 
details ,eoncerning the Publicity Department. 
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Or. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, I am tbrowinp lurid lifrht on the 
maladministration of the department. 

Mr. SPEAKER; I eannot allow that iiuletiuitoly. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: AVitI the Hon’hle Minister he itleased 
to state if the officer selected to hold the important post of I’uhlicity Officer 
knows the lanjrunfte of the province? 

The Hon'ble Mr. PULIN BEHARY MULLICK: I ask for notiee. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will ilu> Ilon’hh* Minister he pleased 
to state if it is a fact that this ]*uhlieity Otfieer has alst» to aet as the tnliUjr 
of certain eharatders inclmliii^ certain pnhlicatiuns, a larjre number of 
which is in the Benj^ali lanj^uajjeK 

The Hon’ble Mr. PULIN BEHARY MULLICK: Yes 

Dr. HALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the non'hle Minister he pleased 
to state whether tiovenunent have eonsidered the desirahilitv of stdeelinpf 
a person tor holdin;; llie post who knows the lan<^ua^e of tlie provinee and 
can scrutinise the puhlications in the Bengali language i" 

The Hon’ble Mr. PULIN BEHARY MULLICK: First of all. the 

honourable ineinht'r has assuim'd that the otfieer holding the post dcu's not 
knovj' the vernai ular language. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: The ifon'hle Minister does not say 
anything to the contrary. Will the llon hlc Minister he pleased U» state 
if this otiicer was recommended hs a memher oi the (ioviunmctit ol [mlia— 
Dr. Amhedkar? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PULIN BEHARY MULLICK: No, not at all. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the llon'hle Minister he pleased 
to state if an> personal letter was proilueed !»y this otfieer addressed to lh« 
Ilon’hle Minister in eliarge wlio was the ('hairman ot the department from 
Dr. Amhedkar recommending hiinP 

The Hon’ble Mr. PULIN BEHARY MULLICK: No 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the llon;hle Minister he pleased 
to state if it is a fact that there were only two applicants from the district 
of Malda — one ot tlimn ^\us tlie hrotlier of Mr. Atul t'liandra Kumar and 
one was the brother of Mr. Idris Ahmed Miar* 

The Hon’ble Mr. PULIN BEHARY MULLICK: I ask ioi notice 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Ihm'hie Minister lie pleased 
to state if it is a fact that when the stdcction was made, the firotlicr of 
Mr. Id ris Ahmed Mia. was mit selected^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. PULIN BEHARY MULLICK: Jhut is not correct. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the lion'hle Minister he pleased 
to state if it is a fact that though the hrotlier of Mr. Atul f’haridra Kumar 
uas selected and was granted the appointment, he waj aiterwanlH refused 
appointment because Mi. Atul (’haiidra Kumar resigned from tlic post of 
Parliamentary Secretary? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PULIN BEHARY MULLICK: It is not true. I 
have afready said that he selected onl^' for Jhe reserveil list. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’Rlc Minister he pleaaed 
to aiate how many of these post^ of District Officers and how many of ^lie 
FiMrta of Subdiviaional Agents have gione to Caste Hindus, S< he«luled 
aad MualimsF 
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Tilt Hon’bl# Mr. PULIN BEHARY MULLiCK: Communal Ratio 
Bnlea have been strictly followed. 

BibU RADHANATH DAS: Will the llon’ble Minister be pleased to 
•tate if it is a fact that some of the employees are relations of the Hon’ble 
Minister F 

The Hon’ble Mr. PULIN BEHARY MULLICK: No. 

Dr. HALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that the district of Malda was originally reserved for 
having a Hindu officer at that place? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PULIN BEHARY MULLICK: No 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon^le Minister be pleased 
to state whether there was any other officer than Mr. Mahadev Chandra 
Kumar who was put on the reserved list? ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. PIK.IN BEHARY MULLICK: There were others 
as well. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the HoiTble Minisiei be pleased 
to name one or two who were granted interview and called for holding 
training but were not subsequently given a})pointnu'nt ? 

Tha Hon’bia Mr. PULIN BEHARY MULLICK: 1 ask for notice, 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: AVill the Ilon'ble Mini.Mter be pleased 
to state it he is aware that there is not one single man who was given the 
interview and was invited to take training but was not subsei^uently given 
appointment? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PULIN BEHARY MULLICK: No 

BibU RADHANATH DA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be ])lea.sed to 
•tate if it is a fact that one of the nephews of Mr, Mukunda Behaiy Mullick 
ifl employed over there? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PULIN BEHARY MULLICK: No 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what are the qualifications of the brother of Mr. Idris Ahmed Mia? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PULIN BEHARY MULLICK: I ask for notice. 
STARRED QUESTION 
(to which oral answer was ghren) 

Number of attacks and deaths due to smallpox, cholera and malaria. 

•12. Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'hle Minister in 
charge of the Puhlic Health and Local Self-tjovornineni Department be 
pleased to state - 

(а) the number of attacks ami deaths from the epidemic of smallpox and 

choh'ia as also the number of deaths from the epiilemic of malaria 
reported from each district of Bengal and for the whole of the 
Province, week by week, and in total monthly figures up to the 
latest available date for the current year as compared with similar 
figures of the corresponding perio<I.'» of two preceding years; 

(б) w’hetlier any discrepancy is noticed in li»e figures re[>orled in the 
* weekly statements as compared witfi monthly totals, and, if so, 

why ; 

what measures have been taken by Government to prevent or to check 
the growth of the epidemios of malaria, cholera and smallpox 
during the laat year and in the current year, district by distnot; 
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{d) what further measures, if an}', are contemplated by the Provincial 
Government in combating the epidemics of malaria, cholera and 
• smallpox; and 

(e) whether any action is proposed to he taken by the Provincial Govern- 
ment in accordance with the powers given under the recent 
Ordinance issued by the Government of India as reported in 
Calcutta papers on the 28th May, 1944? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahadur Mauivi Jataluddin Ahmad): to) Two statements furnishing the 
required information are laid on the Library Table. 

(h) Yes. The discrepancy is due to the fact that the weekly epidemic 
diseases returns are more or less incomplete because- 

(i) the chaukidars who report occurrence of e])idemic cases to the Circle 

Sanitary Inspectors either through Presictent, Union Boards, or 
, direct, do not always report every such case when their number 
is large as during an outbreak of epidepiic; and ^ 

(ii) reports of cases occurring (^uring the latter part of a week, sajr’ on 

Friday or Saturday, which are communicated the Sanitary 

Insjiectoi by post cards are not received by him whim he submits 
his weekly report tor (he week ending Saturday, which he does 
on the very' Saturday, or latest on the fidlowing Sunday. 

On the other hand the montlily vital statistical returns are compiled from 
the registei’s of hiiths and deaths and as there is sullicient time available for 
their compilation these returns contain fullei information oi vital 
occurrences. 

(c) A summary of measures taken by Government together with five 
tabular statements leterred to therein, furnishing the required information 
is laid on the Library Talile. 

{(1 } A statement showing further measures under eontemjilaiion of 
Government in (liis direction, is laid on tin* liihrary Table. 

(f ) Action will he taken as and when oci^asion arises. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer {h)ii) that 
the reports ot tlie chaukidars towards the latWr jiari of the week may not 
have been forwarded, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether 
those reports which are missed in the previous week are inclinled in the list 
of the following week or not? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Sometiinoh the reports which 
are received by the Union Board Presidents during tlie latter part of the 
week are included in the following week’s reports, and sometimes they 
cannot be included. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Jlon'hle Minister he pleased 
to .sUite whether the left-out figures of the pn*vious weekend when 
included in the following week, weuld make anv diflev<*n(i* in the monthly 
total? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: in the last week's reports tliere 
might be some difference, because the left-out figures ofihut week are carried 
over to the first week of the next month. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will thfi Hon ’hie Minister he pleased 
to state if he is aw'are that the discrepancy het^'een the monthly total and 
the wwkly total is sometimes a.s much as Tit) f>er cent.? Is it accouiAed for 
by tbis left-over figure of the previous weekend? 

KhM Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: No human being balT any 
hand in that, becauae during the latter part of«the last week there may 
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be many deatliH and the total of the last weekend's deaths may be more than 
the total of a whole week. Consequently diserepanry may be sometimes 50 
per rent, and H{)metinie8 even more. * 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; Is the Hon’ble xMinister u^^are that 
•ystematic^ally over a large period the difterenee between the last week’s 
total monthly figures and the weekly total comes to nearly 50 per ceut.^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, I cannot allow this soit of question. 
This is a coinparison of statistics supplied. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Ma^s I Jiivite your attention to the total 
of November and De(‘ember deaths due to cholera in IJM-l which come to 
72,000 deaths in the wdiole of Bengal as compared with dO.OfhS in the we«*kly 
total leaving thereby a diften'oce of ^2,472?^ What is the rea^on tor this 
discrepancy 

Mr. SPEAKER: That^is a very rlilficult thing to sa\ oft-hnnd. * 

Dr. NALINd^KSHA 8ANYAL: NiM off-hand: there is an cxplanatxm 
given. 1 have taken two months’ figures together 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanval, 1 have umlcrstood \our point that thcie 
are certain discrepancies, but, 1 am afraid, that cannot be allowed in 
supplementarv (juestions. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Has the (tovernment taken an\ .^tep 
to see that proper statistical records aie ke]>t \\et‘klv, so that such widt* 
discrepancies may not occur? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Vc>. some new procedure is 

being adopted ’as an exju'rimental measure. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the ilon'ble Minister he pleased 
to state why it has not been possible for him to e(dh*ct figure's beyond May, 
1940, and beyond April, 1944, for eomparative jmrpoM*s? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: This report was submitted by 
the department on 17tli August, 1944, and b\ that time an.\ report alter 
May was not available in the oflic’e. ' 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: From the reports available up to that 
time bus the attention of the Hon’ble Minister been elrawn to the taet that 
deaths from eliideia in the di.stnct of Burdwaii in the month of January. 
1944, compared to the previous two years wtue 710 in 1914. 105 in 1940. and 
37 in 1942? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That IS not eliciting intorniat ion. I disallow that 
question. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: AVill the non’ble Minister he pleased 
to state in view of the steep rise in the deaths from (dudera aiimunting to 
nearly 20 times in the case of 24-rarganas, 20 tiiin‘> in the c ase of Burdwan 
from 1942 and 500 times in the case of Birbbum, and. Sir, 0(M) times in the 
case of Bankura in 15H4 compared to 1942, what steps have tieeii taken by 
Government to ehec kMbat steep rise of 5(H1 times in some distriets, JfiMI times 
in some distric ts and 00 times in other districts? 

Khan Sahib hAMIDUDDM AHMAD: 1 would draw the attention of 
the honourable member to the statements referred^to in answers (r) and (</). 

Dr. NALINAKSHA (SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be ])ieased 
to state if the steps taken by Government as mentioned in the statement on 
the*‘liibrar\v Table (‘hecked this steep rise? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD; That is a mattt^r of opinion. 
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Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Handle Minister he pleased 
to state if the Government are consideringr the desirability of putting: a 
stop to the further waste of public' money in the directions they have see far 
done, as it has virtually failed to check the deaths due to cholera, small-pox 
and malaria in the province? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD. Government dot's not think that 
a eingfle coim has been wasted. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the lion ’ble Minister be nleased 
to state if the deaths from cholera in the districts of M urshidubnd. Mymen- 
singh, Dacca, Malda, and Tippera. wherein the figure'^ show that from 
.to 1944 taking the first three memths, January, Foluuarv and March only, 
have gone up by nearl} three to six times 

Mr. SPEAKER: I diwSallow that question. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, I have* not yet completed iny 
question f , 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y oil cannot quote figures and say three times, five 
times, or six times. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: You do not alloi^ me* to cpiote figures. 
Therefore I am taking recourse to percentages. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Hut that is not the proper v\uy to put cjuestions. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: 'I'liis is a ver^ impeotant maitc*r, Sii. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You cannot waste the* whole da\ in that wav. IMeasc* 
try to bring out new tacts. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the llon'hle M^n^tc'r he pleusod 
to state if the allotment oi (juinine distiict bv clistnc't has been on the hasia 
of any principle determined h\ the* nuniWr of attacks and deaths or 
otherwise? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: The allotments for various dis- 
tricts have been made on the requisitions of Distric t Officers 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL; Will the Jion’hle Minister h.^ phuised 
to state if the Public Health Department of the Governmcoit of Hcmgul 
regularly receives the figures of vital .statistics from district.- and base* their 
allotments on such figures or not? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: 1 have* nothing further to add. 
1 have already said that allotments are made on the recjuisitions of Distric*t 
Officers. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon hie Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that with regard to small-pox vaccinations hist year 
as mentioned in the statement laid on the Table it lias been found that a large 
number of vaccinations proved abortive inu.smuch i|k persons inoc-uUtcnl 
had got small-pox? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Not a large numlHu ; there may 
be a few cases. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I.s it a fact that the Hengal Govc*rninent 
had to procure lymphs from outside Hengal as the prfuluction from the 
Bengal Vaccine DejMif was very inadequate?. 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD^ To pieet the emergency r^emand 
Government had to procure irom outside. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Is the Hon ble Minister 
aware that vaccine from buffalo is being used hv medicnl 
mofussil and it i« proving abortive? 
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KhM Sahib HAMIDUOOIN AHMAD: Do you mean . private medics 
practitioners P 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: No, no, Government. 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Government is not aware o 
that fact. 

Dfa NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it a tact that vaccination or inocula 
tion on a larger scale could not be undertaken for want of proper vaccines 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: No such complaint has reachec 
the Government. 

(At this stage the unstarred questions were called.) 

Dra NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sii, I am still (»n my legs and I hav( 
a few more questions to ask. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You have takeii a long time over suppl^mentarj 
questions. You have finirhed malaria. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: 1 am now coming to small-pox. Whai 
can 1 dop 

Mr. SPEAKER: Have \ou got any more (jm^stions to ask? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Yes. 

Mr. SPEAKER: On what? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On small pox 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Mu) 1 just enunciate a 
principle which has been in practice so far. When a ouestioii is put and 
information is supplied, that information is in the hands ui the members. 
If they like they may j»ut further (luestions. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: And wait anotbei 8 mouths for a reply. 
You never re[)ly in time You lune not the courage to give figures. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr Sanyal, I will allow you one or two more (juestions 
on small-pox. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: In ^iew ol the fact that the inadequacy 
of vaccines and loss of potency of lymphs have been a potent factor in the 
failure to check small-pox 

Mr. SPEAKER: That a question of opinion. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Let him say that. Is it a fact that the 
supply of vaccines in the provim-e and maintenance of the standard of 

£ oteney hav(‘ been severely commented upon by eminent men including the 
lirector of the All-India Instituti’ of Hygiene? 

Khtn Sfthib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: 1 am not aware of that. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon ble Minister 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 will not allow you any more questions. 

• UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(antwen to which were laid on the table) 

t 

Whweabouts of oMtiin soourity prisoner.. 

1. 'Mr. 8IBNATH .BANERJEE: Will (hc'Hon’ble Miulster in char™ 
of the Horae Depurtment lie pleueed to state — * 

' t"! the present whereiilurate of the followinp security prisoners who were 
detained \i«dei,s«i tum Deleiue ot India Rules, in Presidenov 
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Jail and were transferred to Delhi after JJrd June, 1943, when the 
Hon’ble High Court of Calcutta, pronounced judgment in the 
Habeas Corpus ease and ordered release of 9 detenus — 

(1) Sj. Basudeva Dutta Kov, 

(2) Sj. Kishori Mohan Dulta, 

(3) Sj. Taradas Bhattacharya. 

' (4) Sj. Harisadhan Sen, 

(5) Sj. Ganesh (’halterjee, and 
^ (G) Yousutzai; 

(6) whether they were transierrod to l>elhi h^Hiuise of the difficulty of 
continuing them under section 2(i. Defence of India llules, in 
view of tlie dec ision ot the Il(»n*hle Calcutta High C'ourt; 

(c) whether they have* been .'^ince confirmed under section I,?G, Defence 

of India llules, in Delhi; 

(d) if 80 , either before or after the judgment of the Uon’hle Federal 
^ Court, Delhi; 

{e) what is the total numl>er of such securitw jinsoners transferred ta 
Delhi, irom (lie different jails of Bengal; 

if) whether they were paid diet allowance of Be. 1-8 only ]K'r dav during 
the journey; 

{p) whether it is a fact that they were all taken se|n\rately to Delhi; 

(h ) whether expenses of (b)vernnient were increased conseijuent upon 
such arrangement of Heparate transfers; 

(/) whether Bengal Government oi India (ioverninent will bear the 
cost; and 

(;) when these security prisoners wull he brought back to Bengal? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): (n) They are all at present detained as security 
prisoners in jails in Bengal. 

{h) Ciitil the vabMity of Ordinance XIV of HM3 was upheld by the 
Hon’ble Federal Court it was not iwissible for Bengal to make use of the 
pow'ers under rule 2G of the Defence of India Rules. ^ 

(c), id) and (j) After the Hon'ble Federal Court upheld the validity of 
Ordinaiue XIV of 194d, the prisoners were bniught buck to Bengal, and 
detained under rule of the Ihderice of India llules. Under section G of 
Ordinance III of 1944, thc\ arc now dtMuned U) have been detained under 
that Ordinance. 

(c) Thirty-five. 

(/) I have no information. 

{g) and (/i) Y^es. 

(i) The cost will l>e borne liy the Bengal Government. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY; Will the Jlon’hle Minister he pleased 
to tell tlie House under whose orders Rj. Basudeva Dutta Roy, Sj. Kishop 
* Mohan Datta, Sj. Taradas Bliattacharya, Sj. Harisadhan Son, Sj. Ganesh 
Chatterjee and Maulvi Yousufzai were transferred U) * Delhi — under the 
orders of the Government of Bengal or under the orders of the G«»verninent 
of India? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I refer the honffurable member to 
reply (6). 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: In answei; (h) it is stated “Until the 
validity .of Ordinance XIV of 1943 was upheld by the Hon’ble Federal 
Court, it was not possible f<ff* Dengal to make use tjf the powers under*rule 
26 of the Defence of India Rules”. But my questien is definitely this. 
Under whose orders, under the orders of the Government of Bengal or undef 
the orders of the Government of India, were these cfentlerncn 
Delhi? ^ 
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KtiM Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased 
to tell the House whether this was clone by the Bengal Government in order 
to avoid the judgment of the Hon’ble High Courts 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: There was no such intention. The 
statement makes it clear that detention could not be made under rule 26 
whicdi the High Omit had held was not valid and as the matter was still 
tuh jiidirc, tin* prisoners were transferred to outsirle BengJVl. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: The Ilon’ble High (^)urt ordered the 
release of Micii prisoners. Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to tell the 
House why tiiese ])risoners were ncd released at that time under the orders 
of the Hon 'hie High Court? ^ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The High t^)urt merely held that 
rule 26 was ultra vireit. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: And these priM)ners were arrested 
under rule 26 of the Defence of India Rules? 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The juisoners wer(‘ arrested under 
rule 129 and subsequently detained under rule 26. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for fifteen minutes ) 

( A ftcr (idjituru/rru’^nt . ) 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state when these geiitlemcui were transf(*rred to Delhi*'' Is it 
while they were being detained under rule 26 <»r under rule 12f>? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ndei mle 2(i 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: VNill the Hon’hle Minister be 

5 leased to state it the Government were illegally keeping them under 
etention under rule 2(1? What wu.s the reason tor translernng them to 
Delhi insteaif of releasing them? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: They were traH'^terred under the 
orders of the Government of India. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: I nd(*r what rule or law did the 
Government of India order their detenticui and transfer? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to tell the House whether these prisoners went to Delhi of their own uc<*ord 
or whethei they' were stml by the Government of Bengal? 

Khan B^adur MOHAMMED ALI: They were taken hv the Govern- 
toent of India. 

ChANORA ROY: Under the orders of the Government of 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes 

CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hou’ble Minister he Dleiuied 
to tell the House whether the Government of India Iwre their eost^ ^ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: ] ask tor notiee 


v-ar. SPEAKER: You please see the answer (t). 

Mr. CHARU CHXNDRA ROY: In reply to my 
they were sent to Delhi under the ordere of the 
and my point is 


[uestion, it was said 
lovernment of India 
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Mr. SPEAKER: You cannot argue. The facts are there. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: My question is under whose orders 
were thfey sent to DelkiP 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Uonble Minister be 
pleased to state why should the Bengal Government bear the cost when tliey 
were transferred under the orders of the Government of India P 

Kh&n Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 ask for notice. 1 thought that 
was the question : that is why 1 asked for notice. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Uon ble Minister be ])leased 
to state how many days after the judgment, of the llon’ble High Court these 
prisoners were sent to Delhi? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 ask for notice. 

Imposition of ban on Maulana Ruhul Ameen for holding mooting in Noakhall. 

2. Mr. SHAH 8YED COLAM SARWAR h688AINI: (a) Will th. 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department he pleased to state 
whether it is a fact — 

(t) that a ban has been imposed on Maulana Ruhul Ameen for dtdiverv 
of sjieeches in Noakhali recently; 

(n) that section 144 was promulgated in Gobindjiur in Feni subdivision 
jirohibiting Maulana Ruhul Ameen to conduct a meeting there; 
and 

(lii) that all meetings and gatherings e.specially those of Jamiat-ul-Ulama 
have lH‘en stoji^ied under Government orders Y 

(h) If the reply to {a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister l>e 
pleased to state — 

(/) whether all the meetings conducted by Maulana Ruhul Ameen are 
religious one.s; and 

(ii) if so, under what antliority Government have stojqKHl such meet- 
ings Y 

The Hon’blo Khwojo Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (t) Yes, hnt the ban applies 

to Feni subdivision oniv. 

(Ti) Yes. 

(ni) No. 

(Ij) (i) No. The meetings which are being organised by the damiat-ul- 
Ulama are jailitieul. 

(ii) Does not arise. 

Release of SJ. Nanichand Mitter, a security prisoner, for reasons of heeltb. 

3. Mr. SATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister iu 
charge of the Home Department Ixi pleased to state — 

(t) whether Sj. Nanichand Mitter, a security orisoher, lodged in Dum 

Central Jail, aged about 18 years, had undergone an opera- 
tion on account of appendicitis in the Medical (Jolioge Hospital 
in December, 1942; ^ 

(u) whether after the operation his health deteriorated to a very con- 

siderabld extent; 

(tit) whether he applied for leave for two iqpnths to live With his father 
at Benares for recuperation of hi.s health; and 
(ir) whether Govemmenf l^ive refused to •give him the leave? # 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is* the Hon 'hie Minister 
considering the de.sirability of releasing Sj. Nanichand Mitter unconditioi^^lly 
in pursuance of the present policy of, the Government to releaM ssourity 
priMumP 
5 
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(c) If th^ answer to (6) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reason thereof P 

The HOH’bie Khwaja Kr MAZIMUDDIHl (a) (i), (in) and (ivfYes. 

(ii) I have no information to this effect. 

{h) No. I do not understand what the honourable member means by 
the present policy to release security prisoners. Each case is considered 
on its merits. 

(c) His release is considered inadvisable for tte present. 

Formation of Committae to enquire into Midnapore affairs and Daoca Jail 

incident. 

4. Rai Bahadur JOGESH CHANDRA SEN ; (a) Is the Hon ble Minister 

in charge of the Home Department aware that the last Ministry promised jto 
form a Committee — i 

(i) on 16th February, 1943, to enquire about Midnapore affairs; and 
(it) on 29th September, 1942, to enquire aliout Dacca Jail incident P 
(h) If so, what steps have so far been taken in the matter P 
(r) If no steps have been taken, will the Hon’ ble Minister be pleased 
to state the reasons therefor P 

(d) Will the Hon’ ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether the (’ommittee is likely to be constituted; and 
(tV) if so, whenP 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Bir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 have already made it clear 
that 1 do not consider myself bound to implement any promises made by 
my Hon’ble predecessor-in-oflice. Nor am 1 prtq>ared to reojieii the matter 
after such u lapse of time. 

Family allowances of security prisoners. 

5. Mr. 8IBNATH BANERilEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department l)e pleased to state whether petitions for 
granting of fairiily allowances have Iwen received from the following security 
prisoners detained in the jail as noted against each of them, viz., — 

Sj. Monorail jail Banerjee — Presidency Jail. 

Sj. Ilirendra Kumar Boy — Presidencv Jail. 

Sj. Bhabatosh Dutta — Presidencv Jail. 

- Sj. Paiinalal Mitra — Presidency Jail. 

Sj. Silnlas Sen (lupta — Presidency Jail. 

Sj. Kalidas Dutta — Presidency Jail. 

Sj. Tarapada Ghosh — Presidency Jail. 

Sj. Subiimil Boy — Presidency Jail. 

Sj. Nalini Bhanja — Presidency Jail. 

Sj. Debaprosad Ouha — Presidencv Jail. 

Sj. vShanti Bose — Presidenc> Jail. 

Sj. Jogeswar (’hakravarty — Presidency Jail. 

Sj. Nanilul Clfakravarty — Presidency Jail. 

Sj. Kaniii rbatterje(> — Presidency Jail. 

Sj. Asit llanjan Ghosh — Presidency Jail. 

Sj. Prahlad Mullick — Pfesidency Jail. 

S|. Sudhir Mukherjef* — Presidency Jail. ^ » 

Sj. Nirod Baran I^itta Gupta — Presidency Jail. 

Sj. Keshab Banerjee — Dum Dum Jail. 

^ Sj. Dinesh Chandra Boy — Dum Dura Jail. 

Sj. Patit Paban Pathak — Dum Dnm Jail. 

Sj, Ram Prasad Mukherjee — Duin Dum Jail. 
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Sj. Bliolanath Das— Dacca Jail. 

Sj. Mukunda Bhanja— Dacca Jail. 

S^. •Panpalai Mukherjee^Presidency Jail. 

Sj. Haridas Ghosh — Presidency Jail. 

(b) If the answer to (o) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the amount of money granted to each of them? 

(c) If the answer to {a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the respective positions of the petitions? 

(d) Do the Government contemplate taking prompt action in granting 
family allowances to applicants in view of the economic distress in the 
Province P 

The Hon’hte Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The information asked for is 
not readily available and its collection would involve an amount of time 
and labour that would not be justifiable in war time. 

Mr. NtSHITHA NATH KUNDU: Do we understand from the reply 
that the Government refuses to supply any hiformation regarding security 
prisoners if in the question a large number of names ai)pearP 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir. That has been done in 
the past as far as practicable. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon ble Minister ho 
pleased to state liow and why they say that the collection of information 
asked for would recjuire an amount ot time and labour that would not be 
justifiable in war time? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I w’ant to draw the attei»tion of 
the lionourable member to the fact that it is not only a (piestion involving 
several security prisoners but it iiiNolvfs the (|UeHtion of examining their 
petitions, the amount of family allowance sanctioned to each and about the 
condition of their ^amilie^. and things ot that si»rt. 1 liojie th(‘ honourable 
member will understand that the Cidleetion of statements and statistii's to 
answer the (luestioii will involvi* an expenditure of time and laliour which 
might extend over six months or so. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: In view of such informuti<»n 
having been given in answer to an earlier (juestion, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be ]deased to state whetlier the itiovernment has changed their 
polic\ witli regard to , supplying information about se«*urity )>risoners? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Biswas, that is an argumentative (iuesti<in. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, my ijucstion tfien will be, 
whether Government have changed their j)olic\ with re^jard to the sujqily 
)f correct information about security pris(uiers? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Certainly not. Mr. Nishitha Nath 
Kundu asked whether Government will refuse to give information about 
lecurity prisoners if in the question there were a lot of fiecurity Jirisoners : 

[ said, Government have done so in the past and will continue to do so. In 
bis question there is not only the question of information about tin* H<*curitv 
[irisoners — a lot of them — but also the question regarding the grant of 
family allowance to each security prisoniT, the conditioiP of their families 
ind such other information. That is why I say that it is an omnibus 
question. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased 
x> state when this question ^ent to his department? ' $ 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. * 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Sir, it is lying with the GoVemment 
for a long time. 
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Mr» SPEAKER: I know that. You will have all information shortly. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell the House why they say that it is not possible for them to 
supply the information askecf for and whether the (Tovernment have con- 
siaered the desirability of revising tlie question of the amount of family 
allowances granted to security prisoners? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have never said that it is not 
jmssible to supply information : I said that to collect the information would 
entail a gooa deal of time and labour. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, my question is, whether the 
Government have considered the desirability of revising the amount of 
family allowances that have been granted to the security prisoners in view 
of repeated applications made by the security prisoners complaining about 
the inadequacy of the grant of family allowance? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Government’s policy hbout the 
enhancement of family allowance has been enunciated on the flexor of the 
House several times. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, my question is, whether the 
Government have considered the desirability of revising 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Will you please listen to me, Mr. Hiswas? That 
question does not arise at all out of this question. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: I do not deny that. What 1 say 
is that Government have refused to supply information, Tlie (juestioneV 
had in mind to put the inadequacy of allowances 

Mr. BREAKER: That is another mutter. You cannot discuss it, 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Will the Hon ble Minister be pleased 
W state how much time, they think, it might take tlnun to su])ply the 
information? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: lean not say tliat off bund. But if 
the Question is retained and there is delay in answenug the honourable 
members will complain : if we say that it is md possible to ct>llect the infor- 
mation early, then also the honourable member will c.omplain. 

Visiting of Presidency Jail by Chief Presidency Magistrate and coti^laints 

of security prisoners. 

6. Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
chuige of the Homo (Jaibs) Department be ideased to state whether it is a 
fact— 

(t) that Chiefs Presidency Magistrate, (\ilcutta, visited the Presidency 
Jail as official visitor of security prisoners on the 21st May, 1943; 
(iV) that the security prisoners there complained to him about inefficiency, 
iuconipetency and maladministration of the jail authorities in 
dealing with them and in giving effect to the Bengal Security 
Prisoners Rules ; 

(m) that (he vsecurity prisoners there also complained about the assault 
on them on the 25th April, 1943, by warders and ordinary 
prisoners headed by the Jailor anj Additional Jailor and their 
apprehension' of further assaults fm them by the same persons; 

(ir) that the security prisoners also complained that legal facilities were 
denied to them by jail officials for getting redress in Law Courts 
regarding the as.sault on ^hem on the 25th April, 194 t 3, and other 
grievances ;„and 
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(r) that the security prisoners complained to him that complaints and 
communications to the Cnief Presidencfy Magistrate are 
systematically withheld by the jail officials when sent through 
them? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether the Chief rresidenev Magistrate wrote any inspection report 
of his visit on the 21 st May, 1943; and 
(it) whether he sent any report or rt'commendation to Government about 
his inspection? 

(c) If tlie answer to {h) is in the affirmative, wdll the ITon’ble Minister 
be pleased to lay on the Table a copy of the insiieotion report and recom- 
mendation of the Chief Presidency Magistrate? 

((f) Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to state what steps, if any, 
have l>een taken to redress the grievances re|K)rted to the ('hief Presidency 
Magistrate by the security prisoners of Presidency .lail? 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (»)'an(l (/>) Yes. 

(c) I am not prejiared to do this in the public interest. 

(d) 1 have examined the Chief Presidency Magistrate’s rejwrt. But I 
find from records that most of the prisoners’ grievaiK'es have already l>een 
redressed. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state which of the several grievances reported to the (3iief 

Presidency Magistrate have since b(‘(*n redresst'd, and in what way? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state whether Government will consider the desirability of 
redressing* all tlu* grievaiK'Cs r(‘commen<led by the (’hief Presidency 
Magi.‘^trate? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I can answer that (juestion, with 
regard to tin* grievances ; the grievances were regarding assault and regard- 
ing withholding of letters ana correspondenci* by jail untlioriti(*s, (hday in 
desjiatch ot letters, refusal of money orders by Jail Superintendent, return 
of old clothings after release, delay in removal of sick prisoners to the 
Medical College Hospital, incnuised diet allowance, accommodation, and 
sup])ly of tin boxes — thesi* were the grievances. So far as the (juestion of 
accommodation is conc(*rned, that matter was looked intxi and the grievanc<*s 
were removed. The diet allowance was also increascul. Then witli regard 
to the delay in removal of sick prisoners the Medical ('<dleg«‘ Hospital, 
whenever there is necessity of sen<ling a prisoner to the Medical Coll(*ge 
Hospital, it is always done. So tar as the delay in desjiatch of letters is 
concerned, Government issued orders that then* sliould be <‘xpedition in 
despatch and receipt of letters ly security iirisoners. Therfore, there is 
no grievance now. So far as the (piestion of with fnddir'^^ of letters by jail 
authorities is concerned, that was lookeil into. If the correKjmndence 
infringes the Bengal Security Prisoners’ Rules, then the correspondence has 
to be withheld : otherwise there is no withholding of lett(*rs. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Flon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government have redressed the grievances in full 
according to the recommendations of the Chief^ Presidency Magistrate? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I thinj^ he had answered that question. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMAD ALI: The Chief Presidency Magistrate 
did not make all these recommendations. I forgot to mention one item. 
That item was about return of old clothings: old clothings that were 
plied wholly or partly by Government and partly by security prisoners 
themselves, are now allowed to be taken away on release. 
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Mr. SUnEMDRA NATH BISWAS! So I take it that all the recom- 
mendations of the Chief Presidency Magistrate have been given effect toP 

Mr. SPEAKER: He has not mae any recommendation — that has Ibeen the 
answer. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleas- 
ed to state if it is a fact that even after the declaration made on the floor 
of the House that old clothes will not have to be returned before getting 
new clothes, the jail authorities are not issuing fresh cloths and clothings 
to security prisoners for months together unless the old clothes are returned? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is not correct. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Honble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that there are still in the Presidency Jail 
security prisoners who have been brought from other jails in the province 
for being examined by IJie experts but have not yet been examined and sent 
to the Medical College Hospital for special treatment? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: As far as the Government is aware, 
the statement made by the honourable member is not correct. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: May I enquire why security 
prisoner Binial lianjan Chatterji who had been brought from the Ilajshahi 
Central Jail for the Medical College Hospital for special treatment has not 
been admitted into the hospital? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The matter will be looked into. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Of the five grievances which the 
security prisoners put before the Chief Presidency Magistrate, namely, 
Nos. 1 to 5, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to tell the House what steps 
did Government take up till now about these complaints one by one? 

- Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 have already said that. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: No, you have not. 

Mr, 8PEAKER: What is your point? / 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: My point is about grievance No. 2, 
namely, that security prisoners there complained to him about inefficiency, 
iucompetency and maladministration of jail otlicials dealing with them and 
in giving effect to the Ifengal Security Prisoners Rules. (Government admits 
and 8a>s “yes”. It is a fact but they have not said anything as to whether 
they have redressed this grievance of security j>risoner> or not. 

Khan Bah&dur MOHAMMAD ALI: 1 have already stated that most of 
the legitimate grievances have been redres.>,ed. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: He has said in his own way all that he had got to say. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Just now he has said about clothing 
and other things,, but there are particular grievances of security prisoners. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You better put that question. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: My question is : Inus complaint No. 2 
bee* removed? * • , • 

Khun Bftlmdur MOHAMMED ALI: There was no question of ineffi-^ 
tuency, in competency or maladministration. 

. M'rr CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Has grievance No. 3 been removed? 
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KhSUI BBhsdur MOHAMMED ALIS GoTerniuent do not find any legi- 
timate grievance as far as I can see and I might say that Mr. Nishitha Nath 
Kundu , filed two petitions of complaint oefore the Chief Presidency 
Magistrate and they were dismissed under section 203 > Criminal Procedure 
Co^. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister please tell 
the House whether grievance No. 4 has been removed? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 ask for notice. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA^ ROY: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether grievance No. 5 has been removed? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; There is no grievance. All peti- 
tions were forwarded to the Chief Presidency Magistrate. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Are we to understand that none of 
these grifwances have been remedied? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise out of this question. 

Emergency Hospital Scheme of the Indian Medical Association. 

7. Mr. J. C. GUPTA: (a) Is the lion’ ble Minister in cliarge of the 
Public Health and lx)cal Self-Government (Civil l>t*fenoe (>)-ordination) 
Department aware — 

(/) that the medical provisions in the A.R.P. Emergency Hospitals 
in (’aloutta and other threatened areas of Bengal are still incom- 
plete, inadequate and likely to prove ineffective when the actual 
emergency arises; 

(u‘) that a Committee of experts appointed by the Bengal Provincial 
Branch of the Indian Medical Association dealt with the (juestion 
of medical ])rotection for the civilian population, and formulated 
a skeleton scheme on medical aspects of Civil Defence for the 
Province of Bengal, a copy of which w^as sent to each of the 
Hon ’hie Ministers in March, 1942, and w'hich w^a.s discussed at a 
meeting at the office of the Surgeon-General wdth the Government 
of Bengal, at which the Chief Medical Officer, A.U.P., and the 
representative.s of the expert Committee were present; 

(iu) that the then Minister in charge of the department and the Surgeon- 

(jeneral witli the Gov<*rnment of Bengal called a conferem^i of 
medical men at the Calcutta Medical Club on the 27th December, 
1941, when in their presence and w’ith tlieir (’onsent, a “Liaison 
C ommittee ’ con.sisting of Dr. B. ('. Itoy, Dr. K. S. Hoy, and other 
representative medical imui were elected to advise the Govern- 
ment on the medical aspects of (’ivil Def»*nce; and 

(iv) that when the Government of Bengal did not fully utilise the assis- 

tance and co-operation of the Indian Medical Association and of 
the “Liaison C’ommittee” api)ointed by thc3 mddical profession and 
accepted by the Government, the Bengal JVovincml Branch of 
the Indian Medical As.sociation submitted a memorandum on the ^ 
subject to the Government in August, 1942? ^ 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be plea.sed to state what steps he w’ould propose to take for the proper medical 
protection, again, st enemy air activity, of the civil population of this 
Province ? , ^ ^ 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH ml LOCAL sIlF* 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi Jalaluddin Ahmad): 

(a)(i) No. 

(it) and (m) Yes. 
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(tv) Government did try to utilise tbe assistance of and co-operation of 
the Indian Medical Association, and the '‘Liaison Committee*^ : the Bengal 
Provinriiil Branch of the Indian Medical Association did submit » memo- 
randum to Government on the subject. 

(b) Necessary steps have already been taken. 

Resignation of Mr. Mcinnes, Foodgrains Purchase Officer. 

8. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH SEN: (n) AVill the Hon’hle Minister in 
charge of the f'ivil Supplies Department be pleased to state whether Mr. 
Mcinnes, tlie Foodgrains Furchase Officer, Government of Bengal, has 
tendered his resignation ? 

(h) Jf the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons for his resignation? 

MINISTER in charge of the CIVIL SUPPLIES DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhiawardy) : (n) Yes; in July, Um. • 

(h) Mr. Mcinnes desired to be released from his post as he felt that 
()wing to changed conditions, viz., the introduction of free trade and the 
practical cessation of purchases within Bengal, it was unnecessary to have 
an officer of his seniority for this post. 

Employment of relatives of Hon’ble Ministers, Parliamentary 
Secretaries, etc. 

9. ^ Mauivi ABDUR RAZZAK: Will the llon’ble Ministei m charge of 
the Finance DeiwHment 1 k‘- pleased to state — 

(a) the total numb(*r (d’ ]>ersons a]))K)inted in ltMd-44 by the Provincial 
Government drawing a salary of Bs.oO and over jx^r month with 
their names and academic qualifications; and 
(h) how many of them are ielate<l to the — 

(1) Ilon’ble Ministers, 

(2) Parliamentary Seeretariev, and 

(d) TnemlsMs supporting the (Tro\ eminent ? 

MINISTER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tulsi Chandra Coswami): Tlie information is not readily available 
and Government c(msider that collection of such inlormation would involve 
an amount of time and labour ijuite incommensurate with its value. 

Requisitioning of Dr. K. K. Das’s house in Brahmanbaria town. 

10. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; (a) AVill the Hon lie Minister 
in ('harge of the Heveinu' Department 1 m* ideased to state whetlu'f it is a fact — 

(/) that a corrugated tin-roofed house on the slojie ol the ni>rthern bank 
of liokenath tank in the to^^n of Brahniunbai ia, district Tippera, ' 
owned by Dr. K, K. Das id Brahmanbaria town, was requisitioned 
by the SulMlivisional Officer, Brahmanbaria, for the use (d Babu 
Satish (Jiandra (iuha, Sub-1 n.s|>ec tor of Police, Jirahmanbaria, 
under rule TbA of Defence of India Buies; 

(ii) that the s^iiil house was in the jxissessioii of Babu Kamini Kanta 
Bardhan, Doctor, ( omilla, as a lessee on jwyment of monthly 
ren4 ; 

(ill) that the said Babu Kamini Kanta Baidhan was not servetl with any 
notice under Defenca of India Buies i 
(tv) that B^bu Satish Chandra Guha, SulbliisiMjctor, for whose use the 
house was* requisitioned was in occujmtion of a Goveniment- 
. „ owmed house then ; 

(v) that Babu Satish Chandra Guha entered into the house by show of 
force ; 
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(m) that the male members of the house hein^ aTfay, he (Satish Ohaudra 

Guba) obtained the key from the female iiieml)er who made it 
• over in fear; 

(vii) that the articles and ^oods and the *^\>late” on which the name of the 
lessee was written were removed bv the said Satish Chandra 
(fuha; 

(vUi) that the lessee Ifabu Kamiiii Kanta Ihirdhun, w’ell-known medicnl 
practitioner at ('omilla, jK^titioned the Distric’t Maf^ristrate, 
Tippera, stating all the lai'tsv ab(>\e lor the restoration of the 
house; and 

(ij") that in spite of reminder sent by said llabii Kamini Kanta Bardhan 
no relief has Iveen given to th(‘ jH‘titioner Itabii Kamini Kanta 
Bardhan ? 

(h) If the answer to clause (a) is in the alfirmalive, are the Government 
considering the desii ability — 

(i) cX issuing instructions to the District Magijjtrate of Tipp(‘ra for grant- 
ing relief to the |)etitioner Balm Kamini Kanta Ihirdhan by 
restoring to him the jiossession of the house; and 

(n) of issuing further instriKtions that in future rule 7oA of Defence 

of India Rules should not 1 h‘ aj>plied for the reijuisition ol any 
pri\ate house for the use ami occujKition of any civil ollicei* of 
the town ? 

MINISTER in charse of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon*ble 
Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea): {a} {d ami {vm) Yes. 

(li) At the time of requisitioning, the house was \a(*ant. it later tian- 
spired that Dr, Bardhan held it on lease. 

(///) Dr. Bardhan was not serv(*d w'ith a notice as at the time the order 
was passed his connection with the house was not known to the District 
Gfficer. 

nr) Balm Satish Chandra Guha was temporarily occupying the (juarters 
of an Assistant Insjiector, .lute Regulation. This officer nas since occujiied 
his quarters. 

(r) ami ivu) No. 

(n) No. The house being vacant, the key was produced hy a relative 
of Dr. Bardhan, wlio lived nearb\ 

ii.r) An em])ty house was reijuisit ioneil in a very congested town. I'be 
lessee was not put to aiiv loss, ami theiefore entitled to no relief. 

(h) (i) No case has l)e(*n made out toi cancellation oi tlie requisition order. 

(i/) A general order ol this jiatme cannot be i.ssiuMl in a ili.strict where 
{‘onditions are so abnormal. Kvery lase has to Is* conwidered on its merits. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is it not a tact that thne was a 
plate bearing the name of Dr. Kamini Kanta Raidhan in front of his hons(‘‘r' 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Might be. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state wdiether it is not a tact that it was within the k now ledge of 
the Subdivisional Officer, before the order of requisition Was passed, that 
Dr. Kamini Kanta Bardhan was a lessee*' 

Ttw Hofl’ble Mr. TARi^K NATH MUKERJEA: Government h»d no 
such information. ^ 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon hie Minister plearie 
tell us whether the requisition of a house for accommodation of a civil officer 
is necessary for securing the defence of British Indife ? 
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Tte Hon'ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I have nothing further 
to add to what I have already stated. 

Mr. DHIRENORA NATH OATTAs Will the Hon’ble Minister ’please 
t 0 ll US whether the requisition of a house for the accommodation of a civil 
officer is necessary for securing the defence of British India, public safety 
and maintenance of public order and the efficient prosecution of the war? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; It is well known to this 
j^use that a most abnormal situation was then prevailing, and the Di^rict 
Officer was considered to be quite competent to deal with the situation. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDUS Is it the policy of this Government 
to oust a civilian from his residence to accommodate a civil officer and, for 
that purjwse, take resort to the provisions of section 75A of the Defence of 
India Ilules P 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: These actions are 
governed generally by rufes laid down by the Government and tlieuollector 
was given the necessary authority to exercise his own careful discretion 
in dealing with the situation. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is not a fact that there were a large number of 
public houses lying vacant even at the time when this house was requisitioned 
by the District Magistrate? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I have no such infer- 
mation. I want notice. ^ 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Ho’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether Goveniment is satisfied that there was no element of 
findictiveness on the part of the District Magistrate? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I disallow that question. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral antwert were given) 

Assault on a security prisoner in the Presidency Jail. 

MB. Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: {a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home (lulls) Department aware — 

(i) that a formal petition of complaint was lodged on the 28th April, 

1}H3, by Sreejut Satyes Bhattacliaryya, a security prisoner, before 
the Chief Presidency Magistrate, (hilcutta, regarding an assault 
made on the security prisoners in the Presidency Jail on the 2oth 
April, Pd43; and 

(ii) that another petition of complaint regarding the above mentioned 

assault was handed over to the Jail officials of the Presidency Jail 
on the (>th May, 1943, for forwarding it to the Chief Presidency 
Magistra.to ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, is the Hon’ble Minister consi- 
dering the desirability of enquiring into the matter? 

(c) Is it a fact that ni both the complaints the petitioners prayed, for 
saneVon from the Government to proceed again/itHhe officers who were alleged 
to be responsible for tjhe assault? 

. (d) If so, have the Government granted the sanction? 

(e) If no sanction has been granted, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to stat^ the reasons thereof? 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon'ble Khwaia 
Sir Nazimuddin) : (a) Yes. 

(6), {d) and (e) Do not arise. 

(c) No. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: With reference to answer (a) in which 
Government admits that there were petitions like that, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether sanction to complain was given to the 
petitioner against the officers of jail? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Government permission for sanction 
was not asked for. 

Non-availability of certain amenities for security prisoners of Buxa Special 

Reserve Jail. 

M7. ^ Mr. JNANENDRA CHANDRA MAJUI\{DAR: (a) Is the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Department aware tliat^in the Buxa 
Special Reserve Jail many of the amenities that are available to the security 
prisoners in other jails are not available, namely, — 

(1) that fish are not available every day; 

(2) that fresh fish are not supplied at all; 

(3) that supply of water is irregular and insufficient; 

(4) that the water on examination and analysis was found to be unsuit- 

able for drinking purposes; 

(5) that fruits, medicines and other necessary articles prescribed by the 

Medical Officer for the patients, the sick and other needy security 
prisoners are very often not supplied though repeated requisitions 
are made by the Medical Officer; 

(6) that the amount of money sanctioned by the Government for sports 

and games, both indoor and outdoor, is very insufficient and 
small ; 

(7) that no arrangement for eye examination and dental treatment 

exi.sts and many eye and dental patients, though recommended by 
the Medical Officer for transfer to the Jalpaiguri Hospital have 
not been transferred as yet and are suffering for want of proper 
treatment. 

(8) that rainfall is very heavy and continuous and the different living 

quarters or yards, dining halls, cooksheds, latrines and the 
Hospital building an* all scattered and separated from each 
other; 

(9) that only a few umbrellas have been supplied for 150 security 

prisoners who, conse(juently, have to undergo great difficulties 
and inconveniences durin^lhe rains; 

(10) that DO wathis, tokas or bamboo-made rain covors have been supplied 

for use by the ordinary prisoners causing great inconveniences to 
them ; 

(11) that dhotis, shirts, shoes, toilet and other articles though long 

overdue are not being supplied; * 

(12) that due and adequate' number of chairs and cooking utensils have 

not been supplied and the chairs, that have been supplied are 
mostly broken and unuseable; 

(13) that there is no jail library as in other jails and no arrangement 

exists for the supply of books for study; • 

(14) that the climate of Buxa is unsuitable and most of the security a»d 

ordinary prisoners and jaH warders and members of official staff 
are often laid down with diarrhma and fever; and 
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(15) that no steps are being taken by the Government in the case of 
some security prisoners who have been recommended for transfer 
by the Medical Officer on medical ground? * 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what steps he contemplates to take in order to remove the 
grievances and inconveniences mentioned above? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir 
Nazimuddin) : (a) (1), (2) and (8) Yes. 

(8) , (4) and (11 ) No. 

(5) Medicine has always been supplied according to prescriptions, but 
fruits and other articles were not sometimes available. 

(6) No; the same scale of grant for games obtains in all the jails. 

(7) No; arrangement for eye examination already exists. All who 

needed immediate dental treatment were transferred to the General Jlospital, 
JaJpaiguri. ^ • 

(9) No; for 145 security prisoners there are as many as 48 umbrellas. 

(10) No; only there was some delay in getting the supplies as they are 
not locally available. 

(12) No; only there was some delay in the supply of a number of chairs. 

(18) There is no library in the jail, but arrangements have been made 
for the supply of books from outside libraries at the expense of Govern- 
ment. 

(14) No; there was an epidemic of diarrhcea and influenza during the 
rains, as is common at every hill station. 

(15) No. 

(h) I refer the honourable member to the replies to (a) of the question. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (a) (1 ) and (2), 
will the Hnn’ble Minister he pleased to state why fresh fish was not supplied 
every day ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Fresh fish wa s not available in the 
local market. 

Mr, NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the HonTde Minister be pleased 
to state the amount of grant per head per year? \ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: With reference to what question;’' 

Mr. NISHiTHA NATH KUNDU: AVitli reference to question (<i')(G). 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALi: I ask for notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: AV iUi reference to answer (f/» (8). will 
the 1! on’ble Minister be pleased to state what is the quantitv of water ’ 
supplied or available* per head ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Ho^^ can 1 say the quantity available 
per head ? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: You must know. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Then, I ask for notice. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Question time is over 

Adjournment Motion. 

Mr, DHIRENDRA NATH DATTAt I have got an adjournment motion 
in my name. 
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Mfi SPEAKER: Have you got my consent? 

Mr. OHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: No. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Then, you cannot move it. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: May 1 know the reason? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have been asked 1(» j^five the reason why the adjourn- 
ment motion tabled by Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta has been refused consent. 
The whole thinp simply may be said thus. If then' is muluria in Tippera, 
his complaint is not that the (jovernment is responsible for tliis malaria but 
his complaint is about certain details of administration, namely, the absence 
of suitable ageni'v for distribution of anti-malarial drugs in certain localities 
in Tippera, He has calculated that the conveyance charge for bringing the 
drug is more than the profit that will be earned. The.sc are things which 
the Government may not tlumiselves know. Therefore I don’t think that 
such a matter can form a good ground for an adjournment motion. In my 
opinion Aese things may very easily be brought ti* the notice i>f Government 
by questions, and, if necessary, by short-notice questions. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: My complaint is 

Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot allow that. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: On a point of privilege, Sir. We are 
finding that we cannot ventilate the grievances of the mufassil in this House. 
No days have been kept apart for special motions and if we bring forward 
any special motion, w’e do not get the consent of Government. As you have 
just now told us, w'e may put short-notice (|ueslionH but they are never 
answered. Even long-notice questions are never answered. VVe are getting 
answers one year afterwards. In these two days we find that our adjourn- 
ment motions are being refu.sed. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order. order, please. As regards adjournment motions, 
1 have got the right oi the power to disallow an adjournment motion and I 
have done that according to tlie rules. That is all that 1 can li'll you. 
As lor the other grievance that \ou have made, the remedy lies in your 
hands, not in my hands. 

8j. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: We an helpless 

Mr. SPEAKER: If >ou do not know, 1 t'unnot help you. 

Mr. M. SHAMSUDDIN AHMAD: Tlo're an* t'wo adiournm<‘nt motions 
put before you from my party, one regarding yarn and tlie other regarding 
the price of jute. You have been pleased to rule out the two adjournment 
motions. May we know what the Government is doing? Yim liave of 
course ruled out the adjournment motions and therefore we cannot discuss 
the matter on the floor of the House, May we know, through you, what is 
the Government doing? We know' the situation in the country regarding 
the yarn and regarding the price of jute • 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y ou are the Leader of a party. You know that these 
things cannot be discussed in this w'ay. If you have got any grievance, 
the rules are there. Y"ou can follow' the rules and act ac^iordiug to the rules. 

Mr. M. SHAMSUDDIN AHMAD. Rules have been followed but you 
have been pleased to rule out the rules. 

Mr^ SPEAKER: Adi oumment motion i^ an extraordinary procedure, and 
it is applicable only under certain circumstances prescribed by the rules. I 
have got to act according to the rules. 1 have acted according to the rules 
and consequently I do not think the matter can be discussed no;w. If you 
have got any other remedy according to the rules, it is certainly open to 
you to adopt it. Let us now proceed with today'ti business. 
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The Bengal Alienation of Agricultural Land (Ten^rary Provisions) Bill, 
1944, as passed by the Bengal Legislative Council. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA. Sir, regarding the 
motions of my friends Bai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri and Dr. Nalinaksha 
Sanyal about increasing the limit of valuation, I would only request the 
House to consider the actual situation which was then prevailing in the year 
1943. The prices of food articles, especially rice and paddy, were going up 
and the prices of land were also fairly high. People were expecting bumper 
crops almost in the whole province. So, Sir, it was only under extreme 
necessity that people sold their lands for their maintenance, and just to save 
themselves from starvation. Government wants to give relief only to those 
who have really been forced to sell land to save themselves. As I have 
already stated yesterday, over 80 per cent, of the transactions which took 

S lace in the affected areas during the year 1943 were for sums below 
,8. 250. Taking all theie facts into consideration Government tnink that 
the amount suggested in the Bill is quite fair and proper. I hope the 
House will accept that. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I have merely formally moved my 
amendment. I want to speak now. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You did not speak r' 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: No. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I shall allow you to speak later. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Mr Speaker. Sir. I beg to 
move that for sub-clause (7) (h) of clause 4 the following be substituted, 
namely : — 

“(5) ho satisfioN the (Collector that the alienation of such lan«l was 
necessary for the maintenance of himself or of his family.” 

Sir, sub-clause (7) {ft) provides that a ])erson to get back liis land will 
have to satisfy the (’ollec.tor that he could not have maintained himself or 
his family except by making alienation of such land. Sir, 1 have 
proposed to change the words just for the reason that it should be quite 
sullicient for any person to prove that it was nei'essary, if not indispensable, 
for his maintenance or for the maintenance of his family t<» sell that land. 
He should not be required to prove anything more than that, but the Bill 
proposes that he must prove that he could not have maintained himself 
at iiW witliout selling his land, that there was no other course open to him 
to maintain himself or his family. Take, for instance, the case of a iierson 
who applies to the Collector to get back his land and the Collector finds that 
there was a tuccavi loan given to the person but the person submits that 
the loan given was not sutiicient to maintain himself or his family. The 
Collector may come ^to the conclusion that when there was another course 
open to him, namely, he availed or might have availed of the tuccavi loan, 
it was not necessar\ for him to sell out his land. Not only that; the 
Collector might Imld the view that in any area where a relief scheme was 
in operation, a selltr of land could have availed himself of the relief granted 
there ami need not have sold his land at all. The nersoii ought to have 
depended on re]ief and ought not to have sold his land to maintain himself. 

Sir, wli^v should the relief be confined simply to the extreme case, namely, 
wher^ a preson cannot iqaintain himself at all^ without selling his land? 
Sir, as I have phrased it, it will only be neceJisarv for the person to prove 
that the transfer was ileeessarv to maintain himself and his family and not 
t% prove tjia.t there was no other course open to him. Whether there was 
any other bourse open to him or not, that should not be a subject-matter of 
enquirj^^at all. 



1944 .] 


GOVERNMENT BILLS. 


Sir, I beg to move that in snb-olaiise {2) (a) of clause 4, line 6, for the 
word “person’’ the following words be suostituted, namely: — 

“Successor in interest of the transferee.” 

Sir, the sub-clause runs as follows : — 

“When the Collector makes an order for payment by instalments under 
sub-section (J), he shall direct such instalments to be paid — 

(a) in the case where the agricultural land in respect of which such 
order is made has been alienated by the transferee before the 
date of such order by means of a bona fide transfer for valuable 
consideration, or a bona fide gift by a registered instrument or 
hcboy to the person in possession of suck land as a result of 
such alienation;”' 

Sir, the person in possession of such land may not be ,the successor in 
interest of the transferee and there may be cases whore the successor in 
interest of the transferee and the person in actual possession of the land may 
be altogether different persons. Sir, the person who should be asked to re- 
transfer the land should be the successor in interest of the transferee and not 
the person who liold^ actual {lossession of the land. 1 have therefore proposed 
to change the word “person” and substitute the W'ords “successor in interest 
of the transferee ” The sub-clause would then run as “successor in interest 
of the transferee in possession of such land as a result of such alienation.” 

I think, Sir, that will be more legal and that will not allow the successor in 
interest of the transteree if he is not in po.ssession to escape. 

Sir, I also beg to move that for sub-clause {3) of clause 4 the following 
be substituted, namely : — 

“(.?) Where an application made under sub-section (/) is accompanied 
by a statement verified in the manner jirescribed that the transfer 
of the agricultural land bv sale referred to in that sub-section by 
the proprietor, tenure-holder, nnyat or un(ler-no7/«7, was necessarv 
for the maintenance of himself or of his family the ('ollector shall 
for the jiurpo.se of clause (b) of that 8ul>-section presume such 
statement to be correct until the contrary is proved.” 

Sir, it is provided in the sub-clause that the verified statement as to the 
necessity of the transfer should be accepted by the f’olh‘ct(»r, that the Col- 
lector ought to presume the statement to be correct if it is a verified 
statement regarding the necessity of transfer for his or liis family’s main- 
tenance. I have proposed to substitute the phrases of sub-clause (/) {h) 
(ameudinent No. o ) and in keeping with that amendment. Sir, 1 have 
re-drafted this sub-clause. If my amendment No. o ]>e ucce]>ted, only in 
that case it will be necessary to redraft this sub-clause in this way; 
otherwise not. 

Sir, I next move that in sub-clause (3) of clau.se 4, line 4, for the word 
“sold” the words “advertised for sale” be substit uted. 

Sub-clause (??) runs thus: — 

“Where any agricultural land in respect of which an order under sub- 
section (7) i.s made is, after the date on Vhich such order takes 
effect under .sub-.section (7) of section b, sold in execution of a 
decree or of a certificate signed under the Bengul Public Demands 
Recovery Act, 1913, other than a certificate for the recovery of any 
amount payable under such order, the wliole of the ajiioiint payable 
under the said order then remaining* due shall notwithstanding 
• anything contained ^n such order at once become due and payable.” 

Sir, if the land is going to be sold otherwise in that case it is going (o be 
provided that the outstanding instalments will fall due at once. Now, Sir, 
if the land is sold and thereafter the outstanding instalments fall .due, hov/ 
is the transferee going to be benefited' at allP Ihis sub-clause is of course 
inserted in the interest of the transferee. If it is intended to give, to the 
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transferee a chance of realising the outstanding amount, then, Sir, be should 
1^ given the chance before the sale actually takes place, otherwise if after 
the sale this ri^?ht io realise the outstanding amount accrues, then he will 
not be benefited at all. I have therefore suggested that instead of the word 
“sold” the words “advertised for sale” should be substituted. 

Tho HOfl’blo Mfi TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: These amendments, 
Sir, are rather unnecessary, I mean the amendments Nos. 5, 0, 7 and 8. 
These are merely verbal changes which neither improve the sense nor 
give greater facilities to those for whom it is intended. They are merely 
verbal changes which do not improve the situation. I consider them un- 
necessary and I hope, Sir, the honourable members would not press those 
amendments. 

The motion of Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri that in sub-clause (1) of 
clause 4, line 5, for the words “twu> hundred and fifty” the words “five 
hundred” be substituted was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Najinaksha Sanyal that in clause 4 (J), line^, for the 
words “two hundred and fifty” the words “one thousand” be substituted 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri that for sub-clause 
(i) (h) of clause 4, the following be substituted, namely: — 

“(6) he satisfies the Collector that the alienation of such land was 
necessary for the maintenance of himself or of his family” 

was then put and lost. 

The motion of Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri that in sub-clause (-2) (a) 
of clause 4, line (), for the word “person” the following wor«ls be substituted, 
namely : — 

“successor in interest of the transferee” 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Rai Harendra Nath ('haudhun that for sub-clause (.7) of 
clause 4, the following be substituted, namely: — 

“(.7) Where an application made under sub-section (1) is accompanied 
by a statement verified in tlie manner j>rescribed that the transfer 
of the agricultural land by sale referred to in tliat sul)-section by 
the proprietor, tenure-holder, ratyat or under-rG/?/at was 
necessary for tlie maintenance of himself or of his tainily the 
(\dlectur shall for the purpose of clause [h) of that sub-section 
presume such statement to be correct until the contrary is proved” 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri that in sub-clause (5) 
of clause 4, line 4, for thi' word “sold" the words “advertised for sale” 
be substituted, was then put and lost. 

The question that clause 4 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. , 

Clause 6. 

The question that clause 5 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 6. 

The question that clause 6 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. ■ • 

Clause 7, 

The question that clause 7 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreeld to. 
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Claim i. 

Hie question tlmt douse 8 stand pari of the Bill WM then put ami 
a|freed'*to. 

Clause 9* 

. The question that oltiMo 9 stand pari of the BiU was ihau put Mad 
agreed to. 

Clause 10. 

The question that clause 10 stand part of the Hill waa thea put and 
agreed to. 

Clause IL 

The question that clause H stand part of the Bill was theU put and 
agreed to. 

Preamble. 

The question that the Preainhle stand part of tte Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

The Hon”ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, 1 beg to move 

that the Bengal Alienaticm of Agricultural Land (Temporary Provisional 
Bill, 1944 . as settled in the Asseini)l> , he passed. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


The Murshidabatf Bilh 1944. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; Sir, 1 beg to introduoa 

the Murshidalmd Hill, 1914 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. I would not 
like to intervene in u inensure like thi.s, hut 1 would not permit this idea 
to go unehallenged that the Hon’hle Minister would move a motion of 
introduction. Under our rules when a (iovernment Hill is published in the 
Gazette, the introduction stage is finished, but the formal laying on the 
table could be done by the Seeietarv. That was your ruling on the Inst 
occasion, but for the time being we take it that the ])revious convention was 
allowed to be contiiimMl Sir, there is an unfortunate diflieulty in this 
case. Although we do not raise that objection toda.v, if on the day of 
introduction there is a motion of introduction and the Hinise accepts consi- 
deration on that very day, it would be difficult to continue, because there 
are manv Hills which are onl\ available after introduction and on the same 
day the ennsideiiition ot the Hill would not be jiossibh*. Therefore, Sir, 
I would not like this to lu* treated a.s a precedent for future occasions, 
although for tlie time being we <lo not want to object. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I have understood your point, hut I am not called upon 
to give any ruling. So let us proceed. I 

(Secretary then read the short title of the Hill.; 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sjr, I beg to move that 
the Murshidabad Hill, 1944, be taken into conaideration. ^ 

Sir, 1 will be very brief. 1 will only tell this House that this is only a 
abort and simple Hill and contains nothing but the family^ arrangements 
which have received not only the personal but the fullest support of the 
Nawab Bahadur himself, hij eldest son the Murshidzada and other sous the 
Sahibzada''. As the estate is now under the management of the Coiift of 
Wards and which has given this body the unthority to make these arrange- 
ments for the future Nawabzadas, 1 would only appeal to the House b; 
consider that it is also a part of our present duty to see that the brothers 
and other inembeFs do not starve, aj»a since this iqeasuxe li«i» raottvcd tkn 
6 
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whole-hearted support of all the members of the family concerned, I hope 
the House will have no hesitation to give its seal of approval to it. I will 
hoi detain the House any longer, but I would only place this 8iii\ple and 
short Bill before the House for their unaniirious acceptance. 

Rai Bahadur J0GE8H CHANDRA SEN: Sir, I beg to move by way of 
amendment that the Murshidabad Bill, 1944, be referred to a Select Com- 
mittee consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Department. 

(2; The Hon’ble Mr. K. Shahabuddin, 

()i) The Hon’ble Nawab Musharruff Hossain, Khan Bahadur, 

(4) Mr, Razaur Rahman Khan, 

(0) Khan Bahadur Mohammed AH, 

(b) J)r. Nalinaksha Sanyal, 

(7 ) Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri, 

(8) Mr. Syed Hasan Ali Choudhuri, 

(9) Maharajadhiraja Bahadur Uday (’hand Mahatab, of Burtfcv^an, 

(10) Maharajji Srisc^andra Nandy, of t’ossimbazar, 

(11) Mr. A. Fzlul lluq, 

(12) Mr. Kiran Sankai Roy. 

with instructions to submit their report by the 8th lhH'em]>er. 1944. and that 
the quorum of the Select Committee be fixed at five. 

Sir, the difficulty is that wt* are often asked to give our verdict on a 
subject regarding which w'e have no information or knowledge. That is 
our difficulty. So, 1 suggest that this Bill may b(‘ referred to a Select 
Committee to find out what is the income of the estate, whether tire estate 
can stand the burden of, say, a lakh of rupees a year, what is the present 
provision of those members w’hose cases are going to be safeguarded oy this 
Bill, wln^tlier the pension should be for life in all cas(‘s or b(‘ limited for a 
certain period in some ca.ses, what is the amount that can be set ajiart for 
such purposes, whether the entire agricultural land of the estate should 
be charged for this payment and, if so. what is tire effect , wh(‘th(M’ some 
parti(‘ular mnuzaa only should be set apart for this charge and whether 
dependants should be liable to attachment at all. These are the points 
which I want the Select Committee to consider. Witli these words I 
commend my motion to the acci'ptance of the House 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, 1 would only appeal 
to my friend not to press his motion. This is a very beneficent measure 
which is to btmefit the family of the premier nobliumin of Bengal. I think 
that the sooner the Bill passed the better it will be I would therefore 
request my friend not to ])rt‘.'-s his motion. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: 1 ^^mt to knoM \\h»‘thei the 
financial burden on the provima* will increase therebx 

Tile Hon’blo Mr^ TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Not b> a single farthing 

Rai Bahadur JOGE8H CHANDRA 8EN: The H >n ble Minister is a big 
liamindar himself and if be is .satisfied that the estate can bear tlie <‘harge, I 
have no objectioi^ Therefore 1 beg leave of the House to withdraw my 
motion . 

Mr. 8PEAKER : Ta'ave has been asked by Rai Bahadur Jogesh Chandra 
Sen to withdraw his motioit. Is there any objection)' 

i(No objection was raised.)* * 

The motion of Rwi Bahadur Jogesh Chandra Sen was then by leave of 
*the House withdrawn. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea that the Murshi- 
dabad, Bill, 1944, be taken into consideration was then put and agreed to. 
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Claxue 1. 

The, question that clause 1 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Claute 2. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, 1 am surt* that honourable members 
on the Government side whi) are very j^reut supporters of Muslim culture 
and "^'ant to maintain tlie traditions of a verj reputeil house would readily 
accept and agree with iny uniendiinMit. As this Hill is going up to the 
Council, I suppose it is net'essary here and now tf> improve the drafting in a 
manner that there ma\ not he a furthei necessity tor this Hill to come back 
to this House with pioposals and alterations at a latt‘r stage. 

I beg tf) move that in clause 2 {(I), in line 1. for the word “son" the words 
“a male child Isirn of a Muslim wife marrii*d lawfully and in accordance 

with the cgistnni and tradition of the family” he suhstitiited. 

% 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Cun there he unlawful marriages 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Yes. t}H*re have hcen. I hope my friends 
on file other '^ide will not provoke me. 1 do not like to bring up instanei's 
but we who come from Murshidabad hohling the house oi Murshidabad in 
high esteem would li'speet tully re(|Uest this House to si*t‘ how the traditions 
and integrity of (he hioise ami the pinite of its blood as Muslims may be 
maintained, riifoituiiatelv there have been uistanee.s in which some of 
the sons, of the Mrshidahad familv think of taking \\ivt*s from eommunitioii 
which are not ordinarily jierniissihle under the traditions of that house. 
Tliere have been instani'i's (Khan Hahadiir Moiivmmkd Au: How do you 
preach llindii-M uslmi iiiiit\r'i in whudi the children horn of such wiallock 
liave not hetoi u)i io ilu' i‘.\j»cetatioii of th<‘ iamil\ of tin* Nawah Hahadur. 
In fai't, il 1 am not Lriving out anv secret here, tlmsi' memluTs who are 
toda\ waving fdofjm'id <oer lliis Hill sleinld know that the r<*al reason for 
bringing forward thi*" legislation here in this llonsf* today is sueh an un- 
fortiinafc* marriage wliieh has led to the breaking uji tht‘ p(*aet‘ and integrity 
of that iamil\ <d Yawah ot M ursliidahail. I want tluu’efon* this matter to 
he ver\ caretull.s gone into and I (Innk that my fri<*nd. tlie third son of the 
Nawah Hahadur who i.s also a meinher of this House, would hiinstdl -adviae 
the accejitance of tliis ainendment of mine that the definition of a “son” 
should he such that tliere eunnot he in future any scope for any unauthoriaed 
marriage or children horn out of (uireleaa and promiscuoua connectiona might 
not claim rights of prciperty which w^e woulri not like ordinary respi'ctable 
persons to obtain. 

With these words I would reijiiest (he Hon’ble Minister in charge to 
accept this ami'mlmeni wliicli is moved in the best of sjiirit. 

, Sir, I have aNo sought in the sec»iml amendment to add to the clauaea 
the definition of dnugliter. The word “daught»*r” appears later on. Aa 
>ou ma\ be aware, in certain legislation (he term “aon” inclmles a 
“daughter” al.so Here f would like lo make that position clear. The son 
must be a male child and the daughter must he a female child. In either 
case, the child bom must he born out of lawfull\ marrie<\ w'edloek ami out 
of a w'if<* w’ho may he married under Muslim law, preferably a Muslim. I 
would like to have it amended if memhers can suggest any improvement. 
Personallv I ft‘el that it ought to he in the sanusway as 1 have pul it. Hut 
if there is any shori-iiotiee aiyendment tf» improve the drafting l am prej»are<l 
to accept if. M\ ^ipprelicnsion has hi*en gi\Vn in m\ wording. Thcrt /ore 
I move iliat after clause '2 {d ) tiu* following new ♦.uh-( hiuse he added, 
namely : - . 

“(c^ ‘daughter' means a female child of a deeeaseii Nawah Babudur 
born of a lawfully married Muslim wife”f 
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TIm Hon'bla Kbwaia Sir NAZIMUODIN: I would request I>r. Sanyal 
Bot to preu his ameoamtat though he may be moved by a very genuine 
•entiment to try and make an amendment of this character, but I am afraid 
that it infringes the Muslim law of Shariat. Sir, Muslims can legally marry 
persons other than Muslim women. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Even prostitutes! 

Ttw Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: It very unfortunate. I 

don’t think that Dr. Sanyal has been really moved by any genuine spirit, 
I have my doubts about it. He tries to malign people. Nothing would be 
more objectionable than this. If he is g<dng to take up that attitude, I 
strongly oppose this amendment. It is against Muslim law*, and as long 
fhildren born of lawful wedlock can marry according to the Shariat, there 
can be no objection to the provisions of this Bill. It is clear in this Bill 
♦hat it will be children born out of lawful wedlock married according to 
Shariat. ^ 

The Hon»ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, I will only add that 
those who have u little knowledge of English would say iliat son and daughter 
always mean legitimate son and daughter. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that in clause 2 (d), in line 1, 
for the word “sou” the words “a male chibl born of a Muslim wife married 
lawfully and in accordanee with the eustoin and tradition of the family” be 
mibstituted was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sandal that after clause 2 {d ) , the follow- 
ing new sub-clause be added, namely: — 

**(c) ‘daughter iru'ans a female (diild of dt'censed Nawab Bahadur 
bom of a lawfully married Muslim wife” 
was then put and lost. 

(The House was at this stage adjourned for 15 minutes for jirayer.) 


The question that 
Agreed to. 


(Aftm adjourmneni.) 

clan'll' ‘2 stand ])art of the Bill was then put and 
New clause 2A. 


Rai Bahadur ilOCESH CHANDRA SEN: Sir. J beg to move ibat after 
olauHc 2 the following new clause 2A be inserted, namely: — 

“2A. ‘I’his Art shall come into force after the death of the present 
Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad” . 


Sir, thi.s is a ni‘w judvisiini \n Imdi is going to be made for certain members 
of the family of Nawab llabudur. We want to fix up the time; so I have 
tabled this motion. 1 have said after the demise of the present Nawab 
Bahadur — may he live long -this Aet mu> eonie into force. I have no infor- 
mation on the matter, so it is difficult to say anything more. 

^ The Hon”bl0 Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, I formally oppose 


The motion of Uai Jogesh Chandra Sen Bahadur that after clause 2, the 
following new cl5u>e 2A he inserted, namely 

**2A. This Act shall come into force after the death of the pre«ieat 
Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad” 

was then put and lost. ^ , 

^ * Clause 3, . 

Bghidur JOtHESH CHANDRA SEN: Sir, I beg to move that in 
•clauw' 3 (/) (h), in lines 2 and 3, for the words “one thousand eight 
Inin^iAd rupees” the expression “six hundred rupees for tlM first ^ years 
smd thereafter at the hrta of Rs. 80 ©” be substituted , 
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Sir, I move this amendment with a view to effect economy. I want 

that the figures should be so high and so I have suggested this amendroemt. 

I alfto beg to move that in clause 3 (1) {c), in line 1, for the words and 
biwkets *^the sons and daughters (if any)’' the words and brackets “the 
minor sons and unmarried daughters (if any)" be substituted. 

S object is that those who are helpless should be protected. Thev 
not be given pension all along. That is the idea hefiiml this aiueii(!* 

ment. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir. 1 heg to move that in clause 
3 (J) (c), in line 1, after the brackets and words “(if any)" the words "boro 
of a lawfully married wife” be inserted. 

Sir, I need hardly a<ld any .speech for this, f hop<‘ that nf least this 
amendment will he accepted 

Sir, I also beg to move that in clause 3 (7) (r), in line 4. for the word* 
“six hund^ted” th(‘ words “nne thonsaiKl” he Mihsiitutcd 

Sir, this, I believe, require.s .some exidaiiation. This chuisc 3 provido* 
for allowances to (huighteis and young(‘i sons and rliihlKMi of the neceased 
Nawah Ilahadur and lor charging tin* agricultural land belonging to tho 
Nawah Ihihadur lor the time being for pa>im*nt tln>rcof Tlie ainounts 
provided lone hecfi diflerent. Tlieie ha\«* hiyn inaii\ (liUen*iil suggestions 
in this connect ion. It will he notiee«l that for oadi .\oiingi'r son (jf the 
Nawah Ihiloidin a inontlils allowanet* ol IN. 1 .SDO has Immmi allowed. Bui, 
on th(' other hand, f<ir thi‘ soii.s and daughtius <3 any deeeas)*d younger son 
of the Nawah Bahadur a much smaller amount of Its f!(M> Ims Immmi provided. 

I suhinil. Sir, that there should not he such a big diffenuiei* lietween the 
living voinger son and the son’s son when th<' smi is deemised. Kven so, 

I submit that the sum should ]>e inereasiMl if it minnot ht* hituighl ii]> lo the 
amount of Its l.StH) as in the e.ise of a >ounper son of the cleeiMsed Nawah 
Bahadur. The amount should at least he rai.sed in some substantial muiiner, 
80 that tlie <li^nit\ ol the Nawah Balunlui’s fnmilv ma> l)e maintained by 
such children <*1 the lamily, who, for no fault of tlieir.s, havi* lost their fatfier 
earlier than their brothers. I therefore liope that this amemlmeut will he 
acceptable and the Ilou’ble Minister will accept this amendimmt. 

Rai Bahadur dOGE8H CHANDRA 8EN: Sir. I heg to move that m 
clause 3) (/), lines ‘20 to ‘23, for the words “and all th(‘ agrienlfural lands so 
mentioned in or add<*d to the said Sehedules are licreliy eliarge<] with the 
due payment of the said allowances'’ the w'onls “and some toyzix, 7nou;:a» 
or mahals to be fixed by the Brovimdal (Jovermnent will he idiarged for the 
due payment of the said allowances” he substituted. 

Sir, my idea i.s tiiis. If you rhargo the entire agiieultural land of tho 
Nawab Bahadur, the Naw-ah Bahadur nia\ nfit he ai)h* to till tho land 
in the best interests of the (*state. So I hav«‘ suggested that some 
*touzts, inouza.s or jiinhal.s may he kept us a charge for <lue payment of thena 
allowances. These are my points. 

Sir, T also heg to move that in the proviso to clause 3 (/), lineH 2 and 3, 
for the words “the .sum of one lakh of rupees” the wonis “the HUm of fixiy 
thousand rupees" be .substituted. ^ 

Sir, I do not know the financial position of the CRlate So, f have 
suggested Ra. 5,000 as the monthly allowance, as we have to grope in tho 
dark. 

I futther beg to move that in clause 3 (5), lines 7 and 8. for^tho 

words "until the said son or daughter, as the rase may he, of the said younjjor 
•on dies" the words and brackets “until the minor 'son (if any) attailui 
majority or unmarried daughter is married" be substituted. 

Sir, I want tbe allowances to bo phid for a limited period, t.e., tijl tho 
minor iwn attains majority and the unmarried daughter is marriod. ^ 
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The Han^hl§ Mr. TARAK MATH MUKERJEA: Sir, I simply say that 
ikese provisions out of the total income have been made not only with the 
fullest consent of all concerned but after most earnest and careful considera- 
tion. Political pension will not be touched in any way, nor will it touch 
Government revenue in any way. A provision of one lakh of rupees has been 
earmarked for paying? allowances to dauj»‘hters, sons and others. And, Sir, 
to change all this is to completely upset the whole arrangement. In fixing 
these amounts, the requirements of the Nawab Bahadur himself as well as 
those of his brothers, sisters and others have been carefully considered. 
Taking all these facts into consideration, this amount has been provided, 
and I hope the honourable member will not press the amendment to a 
division. 

As regards Uai Bahadur .l(»gesh (’handra Sen’s apprehension, I may tell 
him that these esiates (cannot be sold and these charges will be charges on 
the entire Murshidabad Zemindary Estate which are not liable to be sold 
by an ordinary sale procedure, and so his apprehension is not jij^tified. 

Sir, I am glad to say that (iovernment accepts amendment No. 11 of 
Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyul with the deletion of the word “Muslim’’. 

Dr. NALIHAK8HA 8ANYAL: I have already agreed to it 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK* NATH MUKERJEA: Thank you, I oppose 
all other amendments. 

Rai Bahadur J0GE8H CHANDRA 8EN: Sir, I beg leaNe ol the House 
to withdraw amendment N(». 14, namely, that in clause d (/), lines 20 to 
23, for the words “and all the agricultural lands so mentioned in or added 
to the said Schedules are hereb> charged with the due payment of the said 
allowances’ ’ the words “and some m/nnns or vxihaJ.^ to he fixed by 

the Provincial Government will be charged for the due pa>ment of the 
said allowances” be substituted. 

The motion was then by leave of the House withdrawn 

The Motion of Bai dogesh (’handra Sen Bahadur that in clause 
in lines 2 and 3, for the words “one thousand eight hundred rupees” the 
expression “six hundred rupees for the first 20 \ears and thereafter at the 
nito of Hs. 3t)0” be substituted wa.s then put and lost. 

The motion of Bai dogesh Chandra Sen Bahadur that in clause 3(7) (c), 
in line 1, for the words and brackets “the sons and daughter.'i (if any)” 
the words and brackets “the minor sons and unmarried daughters (if any)” 
be substituted was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinak.sha Sanyal that in clause 3(/)(r), in line 1, 
after the brackets and words “(it an> )“ the words “born »)f a lawfully 
married wife” be inserted was then put and ugre«‘d to. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal, that in clause 3(7,) (r). in line 4, ' 
for the w<)rds “six hundied” the woids “one thousand” be substituted 
was then put and lost. 

The niolion of Bai dogenh Chandra Sen Bahadur that in the proviso to 
clause 3(7), lines and 3, for the words “the sum of one lakh of rupees” 
Hhe words “the sum of sixty thousand rupees” be substituted was then put 
and lost. 

The motion of Bai rfoge.'^li Chandra Sen Bahadur that in clause 3(2) (6), 
line^ i and 8, for the words “until the said spn or daughter, as the case 
may lu*, of the said younger son dies” the words and brackets “until the 
minor sou (if any) aftains majority or unmarried daughter is married” be 
fuKstituted was then put and lost. 

The question that clause 3 as amended stand part of the Bill was then 
put and agreed to, « 
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Clause 4. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, 1 Wg to move thiit clause 
be omitted, (’lause 4(1^) niiiN thus: “No allowance payable under sec- 
tion 3 shall, whether it has })e(ome so payable or not, be liable to attach- 
ment under any procesh of any court”. 

I cannot understand, Sii, why such s}>ecial imniunit\ should be given 
.to one class oi properly holders. Alter all, we art‘ airsubject to certain 
liabilities of a civil character. Here is a civil class of legislation. While 
providing certain ineasurt's ot allowance to >ounger sons and daughters and 
sons of such younger sons fit the deceased Nawab Hahadur, I see no reason 
why special protection is to be provided that such allowances should not 
be liable to attaehinent under uns proiess of any court of law. This w'ould 
give an undue privilege against the law of the land whicli is ami must be 
regarded as agiiinst puhlii* interests. I shall not, because Sir Naximuddill 
would not like me to use words or language wbieli might wound the feeling- 
of 8omebo(!h’ 

Mr. SPEAKER: Nidiody likes that. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: When 1 am to do some jiublic* <luty by 
(the countr\ and particularlv by the Mouse 1 cannot helj) using words and 
languages wliich alone can make tin* Mouse realise the implications of what 
legislation the\ are going to jmss. In the present family of the Nawab 
Bahailur we have easi-s ami instanetvs of persons incurring heavy liabilities 
of a civil eharactei. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; On a point of order. 
Sir Is that all reh‘^anty 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is relev. ml to a certain extent. 

The Hon’ble Mr, TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I would appehl to 
Dr. Sanya! not to hring in tainil.v matters. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Don’t bring in then this family Bill. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sandal, please go on. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: 1 1m »pe ni\ esteemed friend, the 
Minister in charge of Heveiiue, will understand (lecausc in the course of 
his present duty as a Keveiiue Minister lie has come across cases in W’hich 
as a gentleman he should say that such amounts ought not to lie permitted 
to be Hjienl by the Nawab Bahadur or on his acc/ount. 1 will not cite 
instances hut 1 would say this much that the public of Bengal has great 
respect for the family and would like the family to he iiSaintained in some 
dignity, but if the members of that family go out of their way to sell away 
their dignity none of us can helj> them. There liuve been instances in whicn 
heavy loans have been taken out ot all proport i<»n to the income of the 
person concerned and ultimately those unwary crtnlitors, w*lio in good faith, 
have advanced money find to their utter dismay that there is a legal bar. 
They cannot reali.se the money. These person.s, have in the past taken 
recourse, to such mean tactics to keep out their crediUirs not to pay their 
dues to such creditors, Apail from the civil liability there nia> be criminal 
liabilities under which some amount of fine has to be paid. Here under 
the proposed law it is going to be that no allowance payable under section 
3, shall, whether it has become so payable or not, be liable to aicachment 
Tinder any process of any court, civil or criminal. I cannot understand 
bow a person who has no other means of livelihood'’ or income than 1^0 
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allowance obtainable; from the estate could be compelled to meet the legal 
liabilities of a fine imposed by a criminal court of law if the person con- 
cerned has to be convicted. This will only lead to greater harashif. The. 
l£a gistrate trying if he finds that a son of the deceased Nawab Bahadur 
is charged with a very 8eri(»us crime he will either have to discharge him 
or have to convict him and send him to jail. There will be no other 
alternative. Fine as an alternative to jail will not be realisable. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: There is the voluntary payment. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: It will be no fine by the court. 
Voluntary payment cannot be a matter of conviction. The court will have 
to realise the fine or discharge such a criminal, even if the court finds that 
there is a crime established. 1 would tlierefore most humbly beg of you 
not to have a sub-clause of this kind giving extruoidinary protection for 
one section. 1 can understand that the Nawab Bahadur for the time being 
wlio is holding the eniii^nt position as one of the scions of the family 
which once ruled over thi.s province may have himself some immunity hut 
why should we extend that immunity to liis sons, grandsons and other 
members w'ho are by virtue of an Act of this Legislature given luotectioii 
and allowed a certain amount of money. There can he no earthly ri'asou 
why WT should inerease the number of privileged persons who would be 
immune from the operation of a court of law. 

I cannot, Sir, for any rea.son helievi* iliat the Loveinmeiit applied theii 
mind corrcetly and with a mind to see how an onlinarv citizen is plaet‘d 
vis-a-vi.s a deceased Nawah Bahadur’s son in a inatti'r lik(‘ this, (’ertainly 
(ioverninent n(‘ver meant or never eontiMiiplaled that an oidinary citizen 
will he mulcted out >of his property by deceitful mcmhei.s o{ the Nawah 
Bahadur’s family, if there he any. wdio will go aliout nieriily d(*f_\ ing all 
laws for realising liis dues. How can you eorrec't the extravagance of the 
Nawah Hahadui’s iariiily in future it )oii ])rovide all the inoiu\\ foi his 
maintenariei* hut no liability If any memher incurs (‘Xtiavagant experuli- 
,ture, how can that person he kejit within reasonahh' hounds y If yon and 
I liveMieyoiid means wt* have the liahilit> of having our projierty Void out 
or our income curtailed, hut here you are providing an income hut you are 
not providing an\ liahility. You aii* taking a\\a\ wliateviu' the little 
liability the ordinary law of the land provides. I would mo.st em])liatieally 
suggest that such an immunity shouhl never lie jirovided. 

Rai Bahadur J0GE8H CHANDRA SEN: Sii. 1 support m\ irand 
Dr. Saiiyal. This suh-elaiise i.s not only inconsistent hut it is i idiciiheis. 
The Nawah Bahadur himself is not free from tins hinding but his sons : nd 
gruntlsoiis are going to escape tlie civil law of this land. However high 
position he may hold the Naw'ah Bahadur’s son will lead a Hohemian life 
and go on merrily with haijees and wTite out hand-notes yet he will not be 
liable to attachment and proceedings. This is ridiculous ami ridiculous to 
♦be extreme. It will ridicule the ridiculous 

The Hofi’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, it is unfoitumite 
and doubly unfortunate that these personal ipiestions liave been dragged in 
a dignified iiiatte/ like this. Sir, Dr. San.sal in his wilful ignorance haa. 
taken the thing in a different light. 1 would rather say that the provision 
of sub-clause (1^) of clause 4 wdll act as a great check on the creditors.^ It 
ie not with the intention of cheating the creditors but it is wuth a much 
better intention which goes far deep into the matter, to ward off the credi- 
tor^ not to advance any mone^. The creditors* will know it fully well that 
if they advance mone^^ that will not be realised against the allowance. The 
^focipieiits will be forced to live within their monetary limits and it will be 
•xCremely diffictilt for them to borrow. We are putting in as strong 
le4teTs as possible preventing those gentlemen from borrowing. So T hope 
DNi will aummarily reieot the amendment ef Dr. Sanya). 
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Tbe motion of Dr, Nalinaksha Sanyal that clauae 4(^) be ©wiitletl waa 
then put and a division taken with the following result : 




BedriNMoJai Mr. Sytd. 

Banerji, Mr. P. 

Barman, Mr. Upendra Nath. 
Bhawmik, Dr. Gobinda Chandra. 
Chattopadhyay, Mr. Haripada. 
Chaudhuri, Rai Harendra Nath. 
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Datta, Mr. Dhirandra Nath. 
Dutta, Mr. Sukumar. 

Dutta Gupta, Miss Mira. 
Giasuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Gupta, Mr. Jogesh Chandra. 
Hasan Aii Chowdhury, Mr. Syed. 
Kundu, Mia Nishitha Nath. 

Mali, Mr. Adwaita Kumar. 


Majumdar, Mrs. Hemapreva. 

Mai, Mr. Iswar Chandra. 

Mandat, Mr. BIrat Chandra. 
Mukherjee, Mr. B. 

Mukherji, Dr. Sharat Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. Charu Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. KIran Sankar. 

Roy, Mr. Patiram. 

Sanyal, Dr. Naiinaktha. 

Sen, Mr. AtuI Chandra. 

Sen, Jogesh Chandra, Rai Bahadur. 
Shamsuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Sinha, Srijut Manindra Bhutan. 

Sur, Mr. Harendra Kumar. 

Thakur, Mr.* Pramatha Ranjan. 
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Abdul Aziz, Maulana Md. 

Abdul Hakim, Mauivi (Mymeniingh). 

Abdul Hakim Vikrampuri, Mauivi Md. 

Abdul Jabbar, Mauivi. 
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Abdul Motaleb Malik, Dr. 

Abduila>Ai Mahmood, Mr. 

Abdur Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. F. M. 
Abdur Rasheed, Mauivi Md. 

Abdur Rauf, Khan Bahadur Mauivi 8. 
(Howrah). 

Abul FazI, Mr. Md. 

Abul Hosain Ahmed, Mr. 

Abul Quasem, Mauivi. 

Ahmed Ali Mridha, Mauivi. 

Ahmed Hosain, Mr. 

Amir Ali Mia, Mauivi Md. 

Aulad Hossain Khan, Khan Bahadur 
Mauivi. 

Badi Ahmed Choudhury, Khan Bahadur 
Hail.v 

Barat AH, Mr. Md. 

Barma, the Hon'ble Mr. Premhari. 

Barman, Babu Shyama Prosad. 

Biswas, Babu Lakshmi Narayan. 

Biswas, Mr. Rasik Lai. 

Chakrabarty, Babu Narendra Narayan. 
Chippendale, Mr. J. W. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Corstorphine, Mr. E. E. 

Das, Rai Sahib Anukul Chandra. 

Emdadui Haque, Kazi. 

Farhad Raza Chowdhury, Mr. M. 

Faziul Quadir, Khan Bahadur Mauivi. 

Fazlur Rahman, Mr. (Dacca). 

Ferguson, Mr. F. F. M. 

Bladding, Mr. D., C.I.E. 

Qoiwami, the Hon’ble Mr. Tulsl Chandra. 
Hahzuddin Choudhuri, Mauivi. 

Hamlduddin Ahmad, Khan Sahib. 

Hamilton, Mr. K. A. 

Haywood, Mr. Rogers. 

Mirtzel, Mr. M. A. F., O.B.E. 

Hodge, Mr. H. Rowan. 

Idrie Ahmed Mia, Mauivi. 

Jasimuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur 
Mauivi. 

Kaiem Ali Mirza, Sahibzada Kawan Jah 
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Leisk, Mr. John. 

Mahzuddin Ahmed, Khan Sahib Maulvk 
(Tippera). 

Mandal, Mr. Amrita Lai. ' 

4 Mandal, Mr. Banku Beharl. 

I Mandal, Mr. Jagat Chandra. 

I Mandal, the Hon'ble Mr. Jogendra Nath. 
Methold, Mr. J. H. 

Mohammed Aii, Khan Bahadur. 

Mohsin Aii, Mr. Md. 

Morgan, Mr. G., C.I.E. 

Mozammel Huq, Mauivi Md. 

Muhammad Abdul Halim Molla, Mr. 
Muhammad Israll, Mauivi. 

Muhammad Solaiman, Khan Bahadur 
Mauivi. 

Mukerlea, the Hon'ble Mr. Taraknath. 
M.B.E. 

Mulliok, Mr. Mukunda Behary. 

Mulllck, the Hon'ble Mr. Pulin Behary. 
Musharruff Hossain, the Hon'ble Nawab*. 
Khan Bahadur. 

Mustagawsal Haque, Mr. Syed. 
Nasarullah, Nawabzada K. 

Nazimuddin, the Hon'ble Khwa|a fUr«. 
K.C.I.E. 

Norton, Mr. H. R., M.B.E. 

Razaur Rahman Khan, Mr. 

Roy, Mr. Dhananioy. 

8ahebe*Alam, Mr. Syed. 

Salim, Mr. 8. A. 

Sarkar, Babu Madhusudan. 

Serajul Islam, Mr. 

Shahabuddin, the Hon'ble Mr. IChwala., 

C B E 

Singha, Babu Kshetra Nath. 

Sirdar, Babu LItta Munda. 

Smart, Mr. J. N. 

Stark, Mr. A. F.^ 

Suhrawardy, the Hon'ble Mr. K. S. 
Stevenson, Mr. R. A. H. 

Tamizu^in Khan, the Hon'ble Mr. 
Thorman, Mr. C. M. 

I Walker, Mr. J. R. 

Walker, Mr. W. A. M., C.B.E. 
Whitehead, MV. R. B. 

Yusuf All Choudhury, Mr. 
lahiir Atomed Choudhury, Maulid;. 
tke motiod wae loat. 
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The queiftlou that clause 4 Atand part of the Bill waa then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 6. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that ii. 

in line 3, for the word “secondly” the word “fourthly” be substituted. 

I have got with me the reb-vant section of Act XXllI of 1333, the 
Murshidalmd Ivstate Administration Act of 1333. I would invite tlie atten- 
tion of members to the relevant section and ask them in all liumility to 
eatisfy tlieinselvcs as to whether it would be possible for them to accept this 
amendment . 

The mion clause seeks to place the order of ])rioiity in which payments 
out of the agricultural income of the propeity of the Xuwab Bahadur will 
have tf) b(* made. Seclion 7 of the Murshidabad Estate AdimiiiNl ration 
Act la,\s down the priorit\ as follows: Eioni the sums received uiiiler sub- 
olauses (/) and (2) f)f section t>, that is to say, the rents and other jirofits 
earned hy the estate, the ^rst charge has been fixed as the Nawab Bahadur’s 
monthly allowance not being in any way less than lls. 9,583-4 as the 
Provincial Government may fix in this behalf. So. the first cliarge of the 
ostati* is the monthly allowance tlie Nawab Bahadur. T1 h‘ second is 
Ooveniiiient icvcnue, cesse.H, rates and faxes and all duties and liabilities 
for the time b(‘ing due to Government oi to an\ local authoiitv. Now', 
Sir,^ I would ask the Kevenm* Ministci of Ibuigal if he would like Govern- 
ment revenue to wait and he would like to pay the sons and grandsons of 
the Nawab Bahadur from the first (diarge. I cannot understand liow tlie 
Revenue Minister oi Bcmgal who has tin* custoil\ of the ri'venue of the 
provinc(' w'ould like to be so generous in a jiarlicular case, because in all 
other cases Government levenue stamis first and prc-emiru'nt in tlie matter 
of cliarges on un\ piopert\. The tliird charge on that (*ariiing is in the 
oase of property held by the Naw'ah Bahadui as tenant — rent and cess due 
to the superior landlord in respect of tlu* said property. I invite the atten- 
tion of Hai Bahadur dogt'sli ('liandra Sen, a rejuesentative ot the land- 
holders of the jirovinci*. I’nder the new' enactineui projM>sed, even the legal 
liability of the estate to pa\ to tlu' superior landhud tin* r(‘nt dui* on account 
of land lield by the Nawab Bahadur lias been ])laced in a suliordinate posi- 
tion to the allowance to sons and daughters oi the dec(*ased Nawab Bahadur. 

The 4th liability under the Act is the cost of such repairs arid nininteii- 
ance and improvements of the immovable property ot the estate as appear 
noces.sarv to the Manager and are approved b> tlie Board of He\eniie. The 
maintenance of this property as approval by the Board ot Revenue is the 
4th charge. Even tliat is relegated to a siibse<iiient nosifion to the allow- 
ance to be fluid to the Nawab Bahadur’s sons and granosoiis. I was w'onder- 
ing if this draft was at all made* hv anybod\ who is a servant of the (bivern- 
ment of Bengal or wdio has been bribed or otherwise influent'ed hv the 
NaWr’ah Baliadur’s sons or grandsons I cannot imagine liow an astounding 
proposal of this character could be brought before the Legislature by a 
i;a8pousible Minister .of Government, a Minister responsible for the revenue 
of the State. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, Dr. Snnvul has 
brought in many thing^. 1 would only point out that the Nawab Bahadur 
of Murshidabad’s Ifouse .stands on a unique fewting in Bengal. Its dignity 
etands supreme. It is not only that the annuity which the Nawab Bahadur 
gets is free from all attachments but also the agricultural income derived 
from the Murshidabad Estate* is free from all eivil attachments. Of course 
orimi^fal attachments are alw ays 'there and there ^re provi.sions for realising 
in one form or another^ any criminal fine. 

^ Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: How? You are taking that away. 

rite Hoii’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: It may be realised in 
wious ways. 1 can as^are Dr, Sanyal that criminal liabilities are always 
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refthsable. Ab regards civil liabilities, they are always free from attach- 
ments. The income can never be attached and the allowance coming from 
that estate should be in keeping with the dignity and, in keeping with this 
established principle, is thus free from all liabilities. Dr, Sanyal has 
already read out the order of priority observed under the Murshidabad 
Administration Act of 1891. There tile order as he has alreadv mentioned 

first the allowance of the Nawab Bahadur. Then comes tlie rent and 
other things. Dr. Sanyal proposes to put the annuity which is nothing 
but a part of the allowance 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Is that a part (»f the allowance P It is 
additional amount provided. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK MATH MUKERJEA: The total agricultural 
income goes to the Nawab Bahadur and when tin* provisions of this Act 
will come into force- 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: On a point of order, Sii. May I know 
whetlier I have any remedy if tln^ llon’ble Minister gives a wrf>ng direction 
to the House? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, ordei Dr. Sanyal, that is not a point of order. 
Ev(‘r\ iiK'mber of this Ilou.se has got frecilom of s])(‘ecli to an extent that 
even wilful inisrepreseiitation of facts is not actionable. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: But it is challengahle within the House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y'ou can challengt* any statenuoit made h\ any mem- 
ber in this House. 'Fhat is a difVerent thing. That is not a ])oint oi order. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: 1 an. perfectly right. 

As I have already stated, a sum ot one lakh of ni])ees )i:is Ixaui catniarked 
practically out of tlic total agricultural income of tlie csinic tor pa>ment 
of this allowance 1 submit that the allowances which are projmsed to be 
paid will be jiart oi the allowan(‘e which is now jiayahle to the Nawab 
Bahadur. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Perfectly wrong and misleading. You 
do not know what you are talking. 

The Hon’bie Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: 1 am larfcdly right. 

This is already a first charge. It is jiart of the same tiling 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: It is not 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: h is perfectly in 
order. Sir, I oppose the amendment. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, this is a coiiseij lien t iul amendinoni 
to my pievious amendment. I beg to move that in clause in line 1, 

• jthe w’ords “secondly, thirdly and” and in line L', the words “thirdly, 
fourthly and” be omitted. Sii, there w'ill he no nccf‘s,sity for thesi* words 
if my order, namely, fourthly instead of secondly as proposed in the 
previou.s amendment is accepted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I oppose Die amend- 
ment. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sandal that in elause o(^/), in line d, for 
the w'ord “secondly” the w'ord “fonrthl\” he substituted, Vas then put 
and loet. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinak.sha Sanyal that in clau.se in line 1, the 

words “secondly, thirdly and” and in line 2, the words “thirdly, fourthly 
and” be omitted waa then put and lo.st. ^ 

. The question that clauae o stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 
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0^. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, I beg to moTe that after clause 
tlie following new clause be added, namely: — • 

*‘6. Notwithstanding anything contained in section 5 of the Murshida- 
bad Act, 1891 (Act XV of 1891), agricultural land mentioned 
in the Schedule attached to the indenture referred to in the said 
Act or in any addition thereto under section 8 of the said Act 
shall descend and be enjoyed by the Nawab Bahadur of Murshida- 
had for the time being subject to the charge created under sec- 
tifui 8 of this Act and provided that the Nawab Bahadur for the 
time being, inairitainH the dignity f>f the family of the Nawab 
Bahadur of Murshidabad in his personal conduct and character/' 

Sir, .s(‘rtion 5 of tin* Murshidabad Act, 1891, lays down that all ]»roperfy, 
movable and immovable, mentioned in the said indenture or in any of the 
Schedules thereto or in any addition whifh under section 8 may from 
time to time be made to those Scheduh's or any of them sliiill dt^cend and 
8ul)je(‘t to the pi-ovisions'of the sai<l indenture be enjoyed for ever by the 
Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad f(u the time being. 

It has been, Sir, our unfortunat.e experience that unless some kind of 
restriction is laid on the conduct and personal character of the Nawab 
Bahadur for i]i(' time being the possibility of irresponsible life is encouraged. 
This is not a case in which a person enjoying property on his own account 
can spend in any way he likes. The young son of the present Nawab 
BaluKiur, who is a member of this H ou.se arnl a friend of ours, knows to his 
cost — and we know that if this test wa^ applicable the (‘state of the ]>resent 
Nawab llahadur after his d(‘mise would come to liini and not to his other 
brothers who unfortunately were born be‘fore him. I am trying to see that 
in their p(‘isonal conduct these future heirs of t]u‘ Nawab Bahadur would 
conduct tliemselves in such a inannoT that tlie dignity of t}i(‘ Ihouse <’ould 
be maintaiii(‘d and tlj(‘ character as everyone of us, you and 1, undcrst.ind 
it would be uniib'inislied ('nfortuiiatclN , \vi‘ liavc v(‘i \M>ittei expi'iience 
in this r(‘gai(l and if m\ present wonling is not v(‘r\ bap))> . if there is any 
lacuna in mv present drafting, I w’ould res])eetfully re(iuest the ITon’ble 
Minist(*r in charge or (*ven the Chief Minister who seems to take so active 
interest in this legislation to Indp me and to devise some method by which 
profligacy can b(‘ k«‘|>t in check and by which we do not ])ut a premium 
on reckl(‘ssn(*s.s in personal character. Particularly this lias been calbnl 
for when I am asked to legislate and to provide certain privileges for that 
house. I would not care to tread on such grounds if nobody would ('ome 
to my jurisdiction and would not like to buve special privilege and protec- 
tion from tills House. If tliere is no special provision n‘quired I would 
not surely requi'st the House t(» jiass an\ legi.slation of this character, but 
here w(‘ art* providing certain juivilegcs. Tlo'sa* ajid similar privileges 
have also been provided in ])re\ious legislation as the Hon’lile Revenue 
Minister has just now explained. At the presimt moment the personal 
allow'ance of llie Nawab Bahadur is free from liability to attacliment ; at 
the present moment certain other privileges also go with the family, and 
we have seen how abuse has taken place. Sir, not only abuse has taken 
place in the matter of d(*frauding creditors but 1 am ashamed to say being 
a person eoming from Murshidabad that even the furniture and stone slabs 
of the Nawab Babrulur’s house go to the market through .some of their sons 
for sale because thev cannot get money otherwise for their profligate 
character. T Would like to stop all this kind of irresponsible conduct. Even 
today, Sir, you can get valuable jewel lerv wortli thousands of rupees in 
Aiingganj and Jiaganj coming* out of the fanfily of the Nawab Bahadur 
being sold for Rs. 20j) or Rs. 30(1. A frient^of mine has purchased one 
such diamond ring about a fortnight ago, and this has come through a 
Voman of the town. This kind of thing must be stopped. I would like, 
Sfif, ip eee, where my protwtion is for, that the protection must go 

to deserving persons. * 
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Sir, 1 plead, I claim that the Nawab Bahadur*# dignity ahnuld be Mam- 
^aifted. Onoa more 1 appeal that in tbe interest of that dignity such puMtes- 
tion should be devised that the man who holds that ofhce should also knew 
J^w to maintain that dignity. If he does not, there must be some machinery, 
Ihere must be some prcwjess which would enable public opinion to assart 
itself. I am leaving everything to the court, to the (rovernmeiit. My 
submission here is that he must maintain the dignity of the family in his 
personal conduct and character. If anybody wants to impugn that ha has 
got to go to the court because ihere is legislative j)rovision and it is the 
judiciary that is ^o decide ami pronounce the judgment and if the judiciary 
after making emiuiry satisfies itselt that the Na\\ai> Bahadur for the time 
being is not maintaining tlie dignity, surely Ihe judiciary (‘ouhl be given 
that authority and power to declare that he is unfit to hold that ollico. I 
am not putting it in the hands of the cxecutivt' either and I am placing 
this suggestion with all humility and 1 hclieve and trust that this would 
be in the best interest of that member out of respect to whose sentiments 
many frit%ids here may be thinking that this Hill should he passcil into law 
without delay. 

Previous to this, Sir, the Hon’ble Minister in charge ijuoted that this 
new allowance is coming out of the allowance jirovidcd for under section 
7 of the Mursliidahad Kstate Administration. Tlicrc ('ouM he no gicaler 
travesty of fact than what the Hon’hle Minister in charge lias stati'd. I 
will read out to you the section. The Act cannot he changed overnight 
on tlie floor of the House hy u statcmmit made h> Ihe Minister, 'I'he Act 
provides th(‘ following sums umlei sections 1 and ‘J. Thc.se sums are rents, 
profit.s from immovahle property and as.set.s and also a monthly sum of 
Rfl. 19,l(>()-10-8 payable from th(‘ (ii)v<*rnmeTit Treasury to ihe Manager of 
the Kstate. This sum i.s a spi'cified amount provided under the Act. It 
does not jireclude tlie \awah lialiadur from enjoying furtlu'] amounts of 
earnings from agricultural jiroperty outside this sj)eeifi(‘d amount or from 
any other hiisinesM oi an\ olh<*i ])i (•tit-eannng nceupal ion that he may 
m(^ulge in Th(?re is a fixed allowanoi* undi‘r the Act. I’his new Act is 
only adding to tliat amount, not taking anvlbing out of tluit amount. It 
is not an enacl menf wlin-h rediK'e.s the e.nmngs or allowanccvs of the .\awah 
Bahadur foi' the time being and ilivides it up hi‘tween other sh.ners— ■ 
younger sons oi sons' sons and daughters, it (’reates an additnm.il i harge 
on the revtoiue of the {‘stale and an additional charge* of B.s. 1 ,<S()I) a month 
for tht* sons and Hs, hOO a month for tlie {laughters ami sons' sons and so 
on, which i.s an undefined amount winch may, if u .Vawali Bahadur has got 
18 oi 20 chihln n, ma\ amount to three iir fout lakhs (Tin* lIonTdo 
Mr. r.AK.NK Nai'H MrKhjMi,.\: That is the total aimmnt.i I stand corn'ct- 
ed. Tin* total amount that would he a charg<* on llic refute would hi* one 
lakh. So far as the agiienltural ineomc of that cstati* is {*om'erned the 
present income* is a little higliei. The* net income* will la* about a lakh and 
a half, — it IS not a very hig estate — apait fioin Navealt Bahadur’s alleiwance 
But there would he some othe*r iiieome* which of course* I am taking as the 
net income of that {'state whi{ h is e*liaige*d Tlooe ma*v he occasions when 
after paving* t jovei niiient ie*\e*nue ami m.niil{*nancc costs {>1 the* {•slate*s, not 
a ver\ large* sum ener IN. 1 lakh will he* left \V(* mus| pny the* Nawab 
Bahadur's personal allowance* as alri’.idy preivide'd fen umh*! tlo* Ae*!. So 
I W'ouhi expemt tliat there must 1 m* some* kinel eit restn^iori, some* healthy 
check on extravagance, and if m\ previous :iinendment regar<ling e he'ck by 
deleting sub-clause (^) of clause 4 has met he‘e*n uci'ept.ihle* to tlo* IlfiuHt?, 
I would at least heepe that the* pieNcnl .im»‘nilihe*nt wemhl lee acce*pfahle. 

• • 

The HcM’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA:. Sir. I am again sorry 
that Dr. Saiiyal is trying to mislead the House freon start tee finish. He 
has said that the income of the e.state is only Rs. 1 lakh and a ‘half. ‘For 
bis information I may tell him thai’it is a little over Rs. .‘U lakhs. Out 
of the amount which now entirely geies to the Nalkab Bahadur we •propose 
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to earmark Ra. 1 lakh for this purpose. I ag*ain repeat that this is only 
a part of the total allowances now payable to the Nawab Bahadur out of 
the agricultural income. • 

Sir, lastly, I would only point out that this provision is absolutely 
unnecessary, because it has neen provided in a more dignified way in clause 3. 

I oppose the amendment. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that after clause 5, the following 
new clause he added, namely: — 

“fj. Notwithstanding anything contained in section^') of the Murshida* 
had Act, 1891 (Act XV of 1891), agricultural land mentioned 
in the Schedule attached to the indenture referred to in the said 
Act or in any addition tberetf> under section .3 of the said Act 
shall desceiul and be enjf»yed by the Nawa'b Bahadur of 
MurHhi<labad for the tinn* being subject to the charge created 
under section 3 of this Act and piovided that the Nawab Bahadur 
for the time <l)(u*ng-, maintains the dignitN of the fjiiiTily of the 
Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad in his pcTsoual conduct and 
character.”, 
was then put jind lost. 

Preamhle. 

The (jueslion that the I’reambU* stand part of tfie Hill was then put and 
agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA : Sn , I beg to move 
that thet Murshidabad Bill, 1944, as settle<l in the Assembly, bt* passed. 

The motion was tlien put and agreed to 

Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 7-2b p.m. till 4 p.m. on Weilnesday. 
the 22nd November, 1944, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Asskmbly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Wednesday,, 
the 22iid November. 1944. at 4 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Horrble Mr. Sykd Ai.O in the Chair, 1(^ 

Hon’ble Ministers and 187 members. 

Collision of Cars near the Northern Gate of Assembly Buildings. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Before wc imueiul with ioduy’a 
business ma> T draw yt)ur attention to one thiiij.,^ Although the mutter* 
related to»the Dejiiity Speaker it might oeeiir to ii^i^body. -lust as he wa» 
entering the compound of the Assemlily hv the uortlieni ga((‘ liis car wiui 
knocked out by a militar}^ car and althoiigli he has mirvived today still his 
car has gone out of ordew. If is mily a case of providmitial escape for hinf.. 
If you could n(d guarantee protc(‘tion to us evi*n insich* the Asscml)ly com- 
pound we do not know what would haj»peu to inemhers mit^ide 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Was the ( ur of the I)e])ufy Sjuuikiu* 
inside or outside tlie compound? 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: The M iiiisler's car was entering. 
The Deputy Speaker’s car wjis standing just by th(‘ side. He was giving 
wav to the Minister’s car but tin* military car which warn no respecter of 
either the Minister or the Deputy Speaker dashed against the Deputy 
Speakcr’.s car 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will look into the matter. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral antwen were given) 

Further Supplementaries on starred question No. 17. 

Mr. NiSHITHA NATH KUNDU: In view’ (»f the rise in prices of 
equipment for games, will the lion’ble Minister he )>leas<‘(l to cftrisider tho 
desirability of having the scale of giant enhanced tor gameh wliich is only 
4 annas per head per mouth at })re.>ent? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am not sMire ot thr aiiiotint but I 
know that tlje matter for the tujhuricement of the grant i.s tinder the c(ni' 

• sideration of (Government 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer («)(.’>/, will tho 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to .stafj* whether tin* (Government tried to 
ascertain the <{uantity of water available per bend? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 ask for notice * 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN; Was un> ooinplaint received ;if)mit the 
insufficiency of water supply? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Y efi. Sir On some occasions^he 
engine supplying’ watet broke dowui and therefore waler had to be supplied 
by coolies. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to 
state on how many occasions the engine broke down^ 
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KhM INh***"*’ MOHAMMEO AUs I euutot ctato Ow ezui nuiaber. 

1 uk tor notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (a){4), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to atata whether the water was ever analysed 
«nd examined? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It was analysed and the water was 
found suitable for drinking purposes. 

8J. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: With reference to (u)( 7^), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state in view of the admission that there 
was an epidemic of diarrhoea and influenza during the rains as is common 
in every hill station whether the Oovernment would think it desirable to 
remove the prisoners from Buxa jail to more sanitary places? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No. Sir. It has been stated that 
diarrhoea and influenza are common in all hill stations even in places 
where the climate is ve»y good. • 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (a)(J), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether attempts are usually made 
to procure fruits and other articles from the nearest station where they are 
available? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes. iSir. Sometimes fruits are not 
available in ,the local market but attempts are made to procure them as far 
as possible. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the information that I 
furnished yesterday that in issuing new cloths old ( loths are ordered to be 
retuped by the Superintendent of the Jail in Buxa. does the Jlon'ble 
Minister think it desirable that an immediate emiuirv sljould be made us to 
whether the direct i(»u that was issued by the llon’hle (duet Mini.ster in 
that lespect is at all respected by the ditferent jail authorities in Bengal 
and specially in Buxa? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Gove rnnouit were not aware that 
there wa.s any such grievance, but if the honourable member has some 
grievance in this respect and if be writes to ilovernrnent tlu‘ niaUer will 
be looked into. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: With reference U) answer will 

the llou’ble Minister be pleased to state whether there is necessary up-to- 
date equipment for examination of the eye? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: There is arrangement. It may not 
be an up-to-date equipment but if up-to-date equipments are ueees.sury 
pri.soneifl are transferred to Jalpaiguri. ^ 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Will the Hon ble Minister be pleased to 
state what is the qualification of the doctor who examines the eyes? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

8J. NARENDRA NATH DAB GUPTA: In view of the reply that 
diarrh(K*a and influenza are common at every hill station, do the Govern- 
ment think it dc.sirable that no political prisoner should be lodged in any 
hill station? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; How does that question arise? 

81. NARENDRA NATH DAB GUPTA: It arises out of the 

answer (a){U). 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It is only stated that diarrhoea 
and mfluensa are commen in all kill statione even wbm the elioMte is 
•upposed to be very good m in plaooi like Darjo«liii|f anti Kuraeong. 
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Mr. ATUL CHAMDRA SEN: With reference to answer (a)iI3), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state where those libraries from which 
books aie supplieil are situated!"' 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 a%k lor notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer will 

ihe Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the prisoners are supplied 
with catalogues of books available in those libraries!" 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: With reference to answer will 

the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to tell the House v\hcthei (he drinking 
water was analysed a^d examined chemically!" 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : Yes. Sir. It was examined in the 
Bengal Public Health laboratory. 

Mr. Cf/aRU CHANDRA ROY: With reference (o answer {!h, do the 
Government think that -tS umbrellas among l4o pei>ons are surtieieut in that 
locality during rainy season? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yc.s, Sir. 


Grievances of political prisoners detained in Mymensingh Jail. 

*18. Rai Sahib MONMOHAN DAS: (o) H'ill the Hon'Ide Minister in 
charge of the Home (Jails ) Department be pleased to state wliethcr it is a 
fact— 

(O that family allowancc> vihich were ii.scd to bo given to political 
prisoners of Mymensingh Jail in normal times have m some 
cases eitlicr been stoppt^d or curtailed ; 

(/e) tliat the prison gate now clones at 8 p.m. instead of at D which waft 
used to he (lom‘ formerly; 

(in) that there is no arrangement of game for the prisoners there; and 

(h ) tliat released prisriners are not allowed to take any dress with them 
save and <‘xcept a dhoti? 

(h) If the answ(>r to {n) is in the afhrmative, will thr* Hon'blt' Minister be 
pleased to state what steps the (Joveinment are projiosing to take in the 
matter ? 

Khan Bahadur MDHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin) : (a) {i} and (m) No. 

(ii) Security prisoners are locked up in accordance with rule iU of the 
Bengal Security Prisoners Rules, a copy of which is placed in the Library. 

(ic) Released prisoners are now allowed to take with them at the time 
of their release all articles ot clothings supplied to them or purchased for 
them either partly or wlioHy with their money during tjie period of their 
detention. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN. With reference to ari.s^er (/i){ni), will 
the Hon’ble Minister please state what are the games allowed? 

Khan Bahadur MDHAMMED ALI: 1 ask tyr notice 

Mr. OHARU CHANDRA RDY: Will th^ H'on’ble MinDtcr please t^^ll 
the House whether there is playground within the Jail compound? 

Khan Bahadur MDHAMMED ALI: Yes. Sir. 

Mr. OHARU CHANDRA RDY: Will the Hon’ble Minister nlease tell 
the House whether he himself saw the playgrounds Jv 
7 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have not seen them personally. 
I know there are playgrounds. 

lira CHARU CHANDRA ROY: If any person having personal 
exjierience says that there is po playground 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 cannot allow that hypothetical question. 

Mr. GHARU CHANDRA ROY: It is a falsehood. I was there for 4 
years 

Mr. SPEAKER: You cannot bring in a liypothetieal question. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: In view of the answer just now given 
that he cannot give the classes of games, are we to assume that only indoor 
games are allowed and not outdoor games y 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Outdoor game> are also there. I 
may state here that if the honourable member means football field or hockey 
field, then he is correct,* but there is playground. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hoirble Minister be pleased 
to state how many jilaygrounds for tennis atid badminton are ^herey 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: J fheie i.s no tennis court there. 

Mr, CHARU CHANDRA ROY: What .-iort of outdoor games are 
allowed ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 ask for notuc. 

Reloase of political prisoners. 

•10. Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon ble Minister in 
charge of the Home !)e])artmeiit he pleased to state — 

{(i) the measures that have so far Im'cu taken to rtdease political ]>risoner8 
after fonnation o| the present Ministrs : 

(h) the total number ot such pris<»neis in the Province \n hen the juesent 
MinistrN was lormed; and 

(c) the total numhei rehuised up to date? 

Khan Bah^ur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwa)a 
Sir Nazimuddin) : (o) When on the formation of the pnvsent Miuivstry the 
Hoii’ble Chief Minister resumed charge of his oflicv as Minister in charge 
of the Home Department, the validity of some of the orders of detention 
under rule 2G of the Defence of India Rules made during the regime of liiv 
honourable predecessor-in -otlice Wiis under examination in judicial proceed- 
ingH before the Hon’ ble High (’unit. The final judgment in the matter was 
pronounced by the Federal (auirt who held that no order of detention under 
rule 20 of the Defence of India Itules could validly he made, except after 
the Governor liad [wrsonally applied his mind to the case and been satisfied 
that the making of such an order was necessary. Although an appeal against’ 
this decision has already been filed before the Privy Council, immediate steps 
were also taken to institute a review of the case of all the security prisoners, 
then under detention, in the light of the law us laid down by the Federal 
Court with a view to issue fresh orders in the cases in which continued 
detention was considered necessary. Upwards of 1,200 cases have already 
been reviewed and the remainder will be disposed of with the utmost expedi- 
tion. The materials in each case under review* are examined by the depart- 
ment and by the Home Minister and the case is submitted to IIis Excellency 
c the. GoverntW for his consideration and orders. The same procedure has also 
been followed in the cases of all prisoners arrested and detained since the 
pronouncement of the federal Court decision referred to above. 
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In addition to detailed review of the individual oases referred to above) 
a general review of all cases is constantly l>eing made, in consultation with 
the Gov«*nment'8 security advisers and |)ersons whose continued detentiiou 
is no longer considered necessary are being released. 

(b) 1,693. 

(c) 534. 

I may add that this question %va8 answered M»me time in June or July 
and it applied to that time. Now the case is different. The review of all 
the security prisoners has been finished by July, 1944. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon ble Minister please 
state who are those Government's security advisers y 

Khan Bahadur MOHMMED ALI: It is not in the inteiest id jmblic 
safety to disclose the names. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to iin>\\er tO will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state when the Government lune more than 
once proclaimed to the world that they were releasing securit\ ])ri.souera 
in large numbers had they this -V{4 out of 1,69.1 in mindy 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It N^ill appea r that a ver\ large 
number ot them have been released. As a matter of fact the number releas- 
ed now stands at 66L^ and this figure 664 apjilied to tht‘ time when the 
answer was sent to the Assembly a few month’s back. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the lion hie Minister be 
jileased to state what independent and untainted source of ovideiieo is placed 
before the Committee of Keview besides the evidence that is pul forward 
iiy the Intidli^erice Branch foi iMinsidcration nf the individual <ii gcneial 
cases. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: All mattris me takon into 
consideration 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, 1 wanted to know what are 
the inde|H‘n(leiit and untained .sources othei than tlie sourcivs from the 
Iritelligenee Branch that are put before the Itcview ( iniNiiitloi* for 
fousiderution of the individual and general casos. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : Si?, for security reasons that 
cannot be disclosed. 

8j. 8URENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Will the Hon hie Minisln be 
Jileased to state whether the seeurity prisoners are allowed any iacili(\ to 
place their cases before His Kxeelleney the (ioveinory 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That questinn has been exjilained 
several times that when the detention is under tlie Begulation III or the 
Ordinance, they are allowed such facilities. 

8j. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Not before Hi’s Kx.ellencN the 
Governor. That question did ne\er appeal. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Is the ilon'ble Mi|ii.stfr jw.sitive 
that charges that are forwarded to the individual security jiiihimem are 
definite for the purpose of substantiating any statement of detem-e b\ tlie 
individual security prisoners? , , 

KhM B^ddur MOHAMM&D ALI: Security prisoners can, whenever 
^bey like, give explanation or submit their point of view. 

Mr. NISHiTHA NATH KUNDU: Will tl,<- Hon’blc Mii.ist.r l„. . 

i forward tbeir.delence unless ihes aie inlormed 

nf the specific charges for which they are detained? 
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Mr. SPEAKER: That u not a question, strictly speaking. It is 
disallowed, 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: With reference to answer (c) 
whether tlie figure for release, namely 5*14 or for the matter of that 552 is a 
figure of release during the incumbency of the present Ministry Y 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes. 

(When starred question No. 20 w’as called.; 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Sir, 1 rise on a point of privilege. In 
connection with answ'er 20 and two more ainswers that follow, permit me to 
ask a (iuestioii of privilege. The right to ask questions and the right to 
receive jjroper replies are very valuable rights given to this House under the 
Constitution. One may presume that these rights are intended to be res- 
pected, but look here, Sir, how these rights are respected by this Govern- 
ment. Here is a question about 22 security jirisoners who have been kept 
in detention under Government order and, I am sure, all the information 
asked about them is a^^ilable in the Secretariat. It should 'not require 
more than an hour and a j)ie<*e of j»aj>ei to make this information available 
to the House. Yet the answer given is this that “the information asked for 
is not readily available and its collection would involve an amount of time 
and labour that would not be ju.stifiable in war time". Sir, it is a travesty 
of the rights of the House and I will appeal to ^oii to enforce these rights 
in the Hon.se. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I already ))ointed out to you 
yesterduv that this is a question which doe> not only deal with security 
lU’isoners, hut also information i.s asked for regarding tlit' number of persons 
released, family allowance, and bow much lias iicen granted, and that is 
wh> it i" dittieull to collect all this information. }J(*re also the intormation 
supplied is not correet, because plaia* of detmition has been iueorreetly 
given. 

Mr. SPEAKER: T have understood the point. 

(Dr. Nulisaksba Sandal, rose lo speak.) 

Order, order. I cannot allow any discussion on a question and its 
answi‘r. A ([uestion of privilege has been raised, namely, that this answ'er 
shows an infringement ot the privileges of the membeis of the Hou.se. Well, 
1 can only say that certainly it is the right ot every member U) ask a 
(piestioii and also to expect an amswer, but as to how this is to be answered 
i.s ciiiirely for the Government and for the House to decide and not for the 
Sl)eaker. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: No, Sir. It is also for the Speaker. 1 
am giving you precedent to show that 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. 1 will take your advice if you kindly 
see me in my chamher and I will look into the niutter very (aretully, I 
can assure the House that if 1 have got any power in this matter, 1 w’ill 
see that it is exercised thoroughlv and fully in the interests of the memWs 
of the House. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Thank :vou very nun h. Sir. I also 
submit that >ou can send back tho.se questions again with the re(|uest that 
proper answers may be given. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That will arise after I liave given my decision. 

Persons dotoinod in Jails without trial. 

*20. Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR 8UR: to) Will the Hon^ble Minister 
iti' charge of the Home l>e[xirtmeiit be pleased to state tthe provisions of 
law or ordinance uiuler which the i>ersous named below have been kept in 
detention in different jails without anv trial : — 

(1) Haran Chandra Ghose Chowdhury, b.a., of Dattapara, police-station 
Laksbmipu**, district Noakhali.— -Now in Maijdee Jail. 
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(Z) Jagadish Chandra Banerjee of Noakhali town, an employee of the 
Nath Bank, Limited. — In Comilla Jail. 

(3) •B.ajendra Kumar Eoy of Durgupur, [Kilice-atation Begumganja, 

district Noakhali, employee of A.l.S. 4. — In Comilla Jail. 

(4) Santimoy Dutt, b.l.. Pleader, Feni.— In (\miilla Tail. 

(5) Makhan Lai Pal, m.a., of Noakhali district. — In Comilla Jail. 

(6) Pratul Chowdhury, n.sc., resident ol Feui town at the time of 

arrest. — In Midnupore Jail. 

(7) Dhirendra Majumdar of Sahadevpnr. Feni town. 

(8) Sourindra Kishore Ihitta Chowdhnry of Feni town. 

(9) Benoy Lai (those of Nateshwar, i>olice-station Begumganja, district 

Noakhali. — In Buxa Special Jail. 

(10) Birendra Nath (Jnha Poy of Dattapara, jK^lice-station Lakshmipur, 

district Noakhali. — In Comilla Jail. 

(11) Jajiieswar Cbakraborty of (Ihasikaintu, police-station Begumganja, 

employee of Bengal Telephone Com|>any. — Pre.Hidency Jail. 

(12) Nani l^al Chakral>orty, h..a., employee of Ilrtigal Immunity Limited* 

— Presidency Jail. 

(13) Jagadish Chandia Siir, an employee of Khadi Bratishthan. — Bogra 

Jail. 

(14) Bibhuti Bhusan Majumdar of Andharmanik, |K)lie.e-station Chaagal- 

naiya, district Noakhali. — Ihura Central Jail. 

(15) 'Kali Keshab (those iKavirajL Katgarh. Sandwip, distri<*1 Noakhali. 

— ('omilla Jail. 

(10) Pasamoya Mitra ol R:ifi(juepur. |H)lice-station Senhag, district Noa- 
khali. 

(17) (’hittaranjan Naravan Choiidhury of Khilpara, jKilice-station Ram- 

gun ja, district Noakhali. 

(18) Khitish Chandia Pal of Khilpara, jiolice-station Rumgnnja, district 

Noakhali. — Dacca Central Jail. 

(19) Barada Prosad Nandy of Dhoom, [K)liee-stntif»n Muir Sarai, district 

Chittagong — Daccji (’entrul Jail. 

(20) Annada Prosad I>e of Jagarnagar, polu’e-station Sitakundu, district 

('hittagoiig — Dacca Ccritial Jail. 

(21) Srishchandra Majumdar, an employee of tin* A.l.S. 4. — Dacca Central 

Jail now riMiioved to Mitford Hospital. 

(22) Rajjyeshwar Banik of Fulgazi, |K)lice-statif>n Barsharain. 

(h) Is the ficm’ble Mini'^ter ('onsidering the desirahility of releasing the 
abovenanied j>risoner> 'i 

(r) Will the Hon’ble Minister he plea.sed to .state whether any family 
allowance has lieen granted to these prisoners ^ 

((/) If so, what is the amount of such allowance in (*ach case? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon'ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin) ; Tlie iniormation a^^ked foi is not n*adily iivaiiabh* amt its 
collection would involve an amount of time and lalKoir ihat would imi be 
justifiable in war time. 

Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR 8UR: AVill the Jfon'hle Ministei he pleas'd 
to state whether any attempt was made to collect the infort*iation asked toi ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: At the very first examination it was 
found that it would take a lot of time, because ij was found ih’at the jduces 
of detenlion mentioned against the prisoners were not correi t. 

Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR 8UR: Why is it then that (iou-rnineiit 
waited as long as about 18 inontli.s in corninunicating,* when tiny were not 
prepared, to undertake the trouble? , 

Khan Bi^adur MOHAMMED ALI; This answej was prepare*! during 
the last session and it was felt that members were demanding an irnmt'diate 
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reply to the question, and it was found that if this question had to be replie 
properly, it would take another year. That is why this answer was sub 
mitted just after the last session. • 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: On a point of privilege, Sir 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Sanyal, it is question hour and you are taking 
away question time. You can raise your question of privilege at some othei 
time. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Sir, you said that the question 
of privilege will be considered and discussed and decided. One thing that I 
would like to draw your attention to is that I believe that it is in youi 
power to disallow any reply which amounts to saying that the Minister refuses 
to answer the question. Sir, the language may be different, but the Minister 
practically says that he refuses to answer. You will have to consider 
whether the Minister is within his right to say so, or whether you have got 
the power to enforce th« Minister to send replies. • 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 will discuss tlie matter with all the leaders of 
different parties. ^ 

Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR SUR: Will the Hon'hle Minister be pleased 
to state what is the nature of labour required for collecting the information? 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot understand what is meant 
by “nature of labour required”. 


Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: On examining these (questions and 
answers we find that the answer has been givcm in cases where information 
of the same kind and nature has been asked for in individual cases. Will 
the Hon^de Minister be pleased to tell us why uhen the dejiartment can 
give answers to questions regarding individual cases in respect of informa- 
tion- of a similar nature as in this question, the Government cannot reply 
when the number concerned is larger.'^ 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Kundu, this is a too long and argumentative 
question. 1 will allow this question this time, but in future you should 
frame your questions in a different way. 


Khsn Bfthftdur MOHAMMED ALI: Questions in individual case.s deal- 
ing with release or family allowance can be easily answered, because that 
means reference to one file only. In the case of 22 persons also it the 
question deals with one subject as, for instance, in (u), it can be answered. 
But here in the ca.se of 22 persons the question deals not only N\ith deten- 
tion and release hut also with family allowance. This is an omnibus 
question and it will necessarily take a 'goo<l deal of time Ui compile a state- 
ment or to prepare the replies. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hoiride Minister be 
pleased to state whether the reply that has been given on the floor of the 
House was a reply obtained from the department, or whether the reply was 
given by t)»e Myiister without referring the matter to the dejiartment? 

KhM BfttlMlur MOHAMMED ALI: lhat is u matter of internal 
administration of Governiii^ent. 


SASANKA SEKHAR. SANYAL: AV^ll the Ilou ble Minister be 
•leased to state whether the Hon’ble Minister considers tlie department to 
16 ill-equipped P 


Kliaii Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; 

pressure. ^ 


No, , Sir : but working under high 
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Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Miaister be pleaded 
to »tate where Babu Haran Chandra Ghose Chowdhury, No. 1 in the list, 
u now ‘detained, and what family allowance, if any, has been granted to 
himP 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Dr. HALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister l>e pleased 
to state whether Jagadish Chandra Bauerjee of Xoakhali town has been 
granted any family allowance P If so. how miichP 

Khan Bahadur MOHMMED ALI: 1 ask for notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether Rajendra Kumar Roj of Durgapur, has been detained under 
the Defence of India Rules or under subsequent amended rules or under 
Regulation III of 1818P 

Mr. 8I^AKER: Dr. Sanval, you understand vefry well that this will be 
a sheer waste of your valuable time. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: No. no. I am seeking for information 
in the matter. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I can quite understand your point. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That will expose the hollowness of the 
claim. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the lion bie MiuisWi be 
pleased to state whether it is the case of (jfo\ernm(‘nt that they would have 
answered the^e quest ion> had these (juestions been j)ut one by one in each 
individual easeP 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the lion ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us if any separate record is maintained in resiteei of the 
prisoners who are detained without trial P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the llon’ble Minister be ideased 
to state whether the (joveniinent of Bengal maintain any comprehensive 
register or hie available readily in Calcutta either at the Home Department 
of the Government or with the Police showing tiie particulars of the security 
prisoners detaiuiHl and the places where they are kept in detention and if 
any family allowance is given or not? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Ye», Sir, l)ut uot in one re(fi»ter. 

' Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA : In view' of the answer that a 
separate record is maintained in respect of persons detained without trial* 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what is the difficulty in giving 
the information asked for? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The information's to be collected 
and collated. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will .the Hon'ble ' Minister be 
pleased do state whether the Minister is ready to give us one single informa- 
tion regarding one of the 2‘^ prisoners mentioned hereP ^ 

Khin Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Not just now* The Government is 
prepared to answer questions of all the 22 prisoners if sufficient tims is* 
given. 

(The House was then adjourned for 15 minutes for prayer.) • 
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After adjournrryent. 

Dr, MALINAK8HA SAMYAL; Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it would be possible for the Government to collect the information 
aought for regarding 22 security prisoners in case the question is sent in the 
name of 22 members instead of one? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Government be pleased to 
state what is the present location of the '<cciirity prih(»ner, Makhan Lai Pal 
and what is the family allowance given to him? 

% 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALi: I ask for notire. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to consider the desirability 

Mr. BREAKER: Yiiu iire not getting any Ijeiii-tit out of it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I am expo.Ninp- the hollinvuc>> ot the 
Government reply. We are also not gettiiifr any jirotectiori from the 
Speaker. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: What ran T iloP 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Yon can <lo mtoh 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It i^ not pi^^iblc tt) nive inioima- 
tiou regarding 22 security prisonens in ofie (lue.stion. 

Mr. BREAKER: It appears that the Government have imt got the 
necessary information. That they liave staled. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That they have tioi ‘*t!Jted. They do 
not want to say that. 

Mr. BREAKER. Tlie iulonnation asked tor is not readih available and 
its collection will involve time and labour that is not justifiabh* in war time. 
That is their opinion, and that isvhat the\ luivi stutfMl H you are 
dissatisfied with that answer you can take any steps you like. 

Mr. BA8ANKA BEKHAR BANYAL: What sppv 

Dr. NALINAK8HA BANYAL: We know it. We ^^anl the Speaker to 
assert his right and ask them not to semi sueh un''ati'>ta,ctor\ replug, 

Mr. BREAKER. That is a (jUestion which I will (li.<eii*,5 with the 
leaders ot parties. 

Dr. NALINAKBHA BANYAL: In (hat ease thi'^ question iiiav Ik* held 
over. It liu.s been tlieie for a preti\ long time. 

Mr. BREAKER: f do not tliink the qin^tion can he held over an\ longer 
It will seiwe no useful purpo>e. 

Dr. NALINAKBHA BANYAL. \ou aie not gom^ to give aiiv protec- 
tion to us. * 

Mr. BREAKER: That is not tlie way ot putting it. How does the 
Question of proteelion ati.sf ? 1 Imve alreadx told \ou that I have great 

do^hts if I have (fot any powers in (his lespeu*. .\s I have said la-fore. I 
ahall consult parly leaders anu come to a tiecision in the matter, anfi if I 
find that 1 have any’power I shall certainly exercifu* it in the interest of 
• the. members of the House. That part of the question is finisheil. A$ 
regards the other thing it is quite clear that you are not satisfied with th^ 
answOr given. » 
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Dr. NAUNAK8HA 8ANYAL: So it may be held over. 

Mr..8PEAKER: No, it is not necessap' that every question should be 
held over simply because you are not satisfied with the answer. They have 
stated that they have jifiveu a certain reply and that they are not going to 
give any other reply. If I have got any power to compel Oovernment to 
give a particular answer I will do it, as 1 have already said, in the interest 
of the members, hut if I have no power you may decide your own course. 
The remedy lies in the hands of the members of tlie House. The question, 
however, need not be held over. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL; There is one other thing, Sir. 
The prisoners are certainly in the custody of Government and information 
regarding them is our primary concern. If the (ro\ernment refuses to give 
the answer, the first thing we should do is ti» seek the jouleetion of the 
Speaker, but it the Speaker declares that he is unable to ^i\e it, the only 
course left open to us is to adopt unpleasant tacti(‘s. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is another matter. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: We are trying tcv gt*! redies> Irom the 
Speaker, but if he has any doubt about his own ability or ])o\\er lie may 
refer the matter to the Piivilege Committee, otheiwise this question may 
he held over. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It is not a (|iiest!on ot holding over the qmvstidii. You 
may put a (jiiestion at any time you like. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. Sur has already leaehed the quota 
of 12 questions. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You arc not in the least affected. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Mr. Sur cannot give notiei* of more 
than 12 question.s. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I know h e eannol, l)Ut theie are so man\ other nicmherft 

in the ()p]>oMtion win* can. If they like the\ can put question'' In any 

euhP, \ou are not affected. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL : JMease have the mutter leferred to the 
Privilege Committee. 

Mr. SPEAKER : I have already told \ou that 1 will consult the leaders 

of parties in the matter, but if you think that tliis is a (|ues(ioii ot piivilege 

an<l it should he referred to the Privilege (hunmittei* 1 will certainly give 
my hot eoiiNideration to this matter. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Some (juestion wa-' faised by Mr. Cliaru 
Chandra Pn\ during the juevious session and on that occasion you gave a 
•similar assurance but -4 months liave pa^^c(I thcri'aftci and nothing lias hcuii 
done. , 

Mr. SPEAKER: I may tell you that I have not wasted a single inoinent 
of my time. F liave been working from lU-tt) a.m to !> j».m. in this House 
as the Speaker t])r. Naliwksiu S.wval: We appreciate that) and I have 
been collecting materials and looking into thcM* things. *Take it from me 
I am trying to come to a definite coijclu‘jion on this point witli the assist- 
anie of all eoneerned in this respect, f (juit<* i»ppreciafe your an.xiety and 
I am aJso c(}Ually anxious with \ou but tlie rwil jmint at this moment ia 
whether this question shoo hf he held over (Hr. Xali.v : dnd 
referred to the Privilege Committee) I have already stated that f shall look 
into the matter carefully and if necessary J will refer it tliat ( himmittee.. 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL. When ciin we get a definite reply, from 
you regarding action taken 
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Mr, iPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal I cannot give you any definite time hniit. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In the past we have Been giw^n such 
assurances, but to no effect. 

Mr. 8PEAKER! If you do not feel satisfied, you can bring in a 
No-confidence motion against me. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: No, Sir. We will not do that. Our 
point is that we have every sympathy with you. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is the thing, as I .said before, I am trying to do. 
I again assure you in a stronger language. 1 have alrea<ly told you that as 
regards questions there are various complicated matters. I have got some 
idea. I nave not -yet g»)t fuller idea, but if you think that this very question 
should be referred to the Privilege Committee this very day I have not the 
slightest objection. The Privilege Committee will be shortly reconstituted 
and it may be referred Jo it. There is no doubt about that. I 'am myself 
considering this question because I have seen questions not answered for 
months and even years and it is de.sirable in the interest of all concerned 
that questions should be more promptly answ'ered. It is not a (juestion of 
this particular Government or that. It is a question of the constitutional 
rights and privileges of the members of this House and therefore it requires 
very serious consideration and it will have all the serious consideration that 
1 can give to it. That is all I can say for the present. 

Certain privileges of State and security prisoners. 

*21. Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: (/z) Is tlie Ilon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department aware — 

(i) that ]»olitiral security prisoners and prisoners detained under Regu- 
lation III of 1818 are not allowed to have cooked food, sweets 
and fruits sent to them by their families and relatives and friends; 
and 

(/?) that the above privilege is not allowed even when .the relatives and 
members of the family interview the prisoners!^ 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the uttirmutive, will the flon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons thereof.^ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwa]a 
Sir Nazimuddin) : (a) Fruits, sweets, etc., are allowed subject to the provi- 
sions of rules 14(6') and (J4 of the Bengal Security Prisoners Rules, 1940, 
and Bengal State Prisoners Rules, HM2. and rule 090 of the Bengal Jail 
Code, Vol. I, Tth Kdn., copies of whieh are in the Library. 

(h) Does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Government be pleased to .state 
when this question was received by the Dei)artment and when tin* answer 
was prei)ared ? 

Mr. SPEAKER : 1 may tell you. I>i*. Sanyal. that henceforth I will have 
the dates printed in these cases. So it is no u.^c taking the time of the 
House. I am giving you the information because I have got it here. This 
question was .sent in on the 4th Septemhci, 194d; it was sent to the 
Department on the 11th September, 194d; and the answer was received on 
the Tth October, 1944. (Cries of ‘‘Hear, hear” from the Opposition 
Betjehes.) , t 

Or. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased to 
.state why the Government took more than one year to prepare the answer? 

Mf. SPEAKER: That question ddes not arise as a supplementary qnes- 
tion. . 
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8ANYAL; Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if he is aware that in the Bariaal Jail all fruits given to security 
prisoners were subjected to scrutiny by the jail otlicers to the extent of being 
cut open and a portion therwf taken away by them ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Government is not aware of that. 

Oft NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: AVill the Hon’ble Miniwster be pleased to 
state if it is a fact that the different jails in Benjital follow different practices 
in regard to the supply of fruits and sweets to socurih' prisoners? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; Some disoreiion is allowed to indivi- 
dual Superintendents of Jails. 

Mr* NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU; In view of the aus\^er (a), namely, 
that fruits, sweets, etc., are allowed .subject to the provisions of rules 14 (&) 
and 64 of the Bengal Security Pri.soners Buies, 1940, and Bengal State 
Prisoners Buies, 1942, and rule 690 of the Bengal Jail Code, will the Hon^ble 
Minister be pleased to state why sweets offered lA' the friends during the 
last Durga Puja to the political prisoners and other prisoners at tlie liinaj- 
pur Jail were refused by Government? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Goveriinient is not aware of tliai. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that Mr. Nishitha Nath Kunilu, sent a wire 

to the Hon’ble Chief Minister to this effect? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice*. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Ilon’ble Minister lx* pleased 
to state wbetiier it is a fact that 2A niaunds of meat wiue allowed (o be* given 
to the ordinary jirisonei s — II indus and Muslims— during the' Id limi‘ at the 
Dinajjmr Jail? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice 

Starred Question No. 22. 

(As .soon as Starred Question No. 22 was called.) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May I here also submit, Sir, that this 
question be held over and be referred to the Pnvib*ge Committee. 

Mr. SPEAKER; 1 have alread\ sai<l that all tliesr things will be for- 
warded . 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Wlien will it go, Sir? My leader put 
this question a year and a half agfi relating to some prisoners who were 
supposed to he .seriously ill at that time. The nature of the illness is 
• mentioned, and this is iieuded by Sj. Sureudni Mohan Ghosb who and, I 
suppose, some' of the other prisoners, Nos, 4. (i and 7, are nf>w rel<*fised. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a diff erent mutter altogether. Let us dispose 
of this. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: How can vou dispose*of this, Sir, when 
prisoners were suffering from disea.ses at a particular moment? 

Mr. SPEAKER; You see. the answer as given. He has got the right 
to give the answ’er according to rule. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: But that is no answer, .Sir. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, a similar question regarding^ 
illness of security prisoners is still pehdiug. There was a proposal to give 
the reply — “The information is not readily available", but the fion”ble 



m 


QUESTIONS. 


[22nd Nov., 


Chief Minister gave specific instruction that as the matter deals with illness 
of security prisoners the information asked for must be collected at once. 
So, when a similar question is being examined, there is no objectioir if this 
question is held over. 

Mff SPEAKER! This question is held over. 

(Question No. *22 was accordingly held over.) 

Transfer of certain class of prisoners outside Bengal. 

•23. Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister m 
charge fjf the Home Departrncnt Ik* [deased to state whether any wrson 
lK*longing to Bengal arrested under the Ordinances or Regulation III for 
alleged activities in Bengal have l*een transferred to jails outside Bengal? 

(b) If the answer to <o) in the afliiinative, w’ill the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(/) the reasons thereof; ;md 

in) the authority under whose oideis these traiisteis have l>c*en made? 

Ic) Is the Hon’ hie Miiii>ter consideiing the dcsirnhility of detaining 
j)olitical pnsoners in their home districts? 

(d) If the answer to (O is in the negati\e, will the Hon'ble Minister 
be ]deased to state* the leasons therefd? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin) : ( 0 I and {in No Regulation III prihoma has been trans- 
ferred out.'^ide Jhuigal. As it is not eleai what e’:i(<*Lrorv ol ])risoners is 
referred to hy “Ordinances’* I am not in a position to yive aii> answei to 
the other part of the (piestion. 

(c) and {(I) Do not aiise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: \\’ill the flon ble Minister be pleased to 
state how maii.\ ( ^r(linaIlce^ are there enabling tlie (Government to detain 
persons without tnal and f(»r an\ length ol time? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 ask tor notice 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: IVill the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to 
state it it is a fact that th(*ic i^ onl\ om* Ordinance ami (»ne onl\ which has 
replact*d all otlii*r similar prevuuis orders, which giM*s authority t(t the 
Provincial (lovernnienf to detain ])er'.oii> as M‘curit\ prisoiuus? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Khan Bah adur, \ou need not ri*.!' This is .i q\u‘stinn 
alK)ut knowledge of law. I do not think that is allowalde. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir. lie says, “As it is not clear what 
category of ])risoTiers is referred to h\ ‘Ordinances’ my (luesfion first has 
been whether (here are im>re than one (Vdinaiic'e or Ordinances enabling the 
Government to detain per.sons without trial? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: In the (piestion it was put in the 

plural; so it was not cl(*ar whi(‘h Ordinances, were meant. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is the (lovemment aware that theie were 
from time to (im('‘vuriou.s orders issued under the Dt*fence of India Rules 
which wen* consolidated into one Ordinanee after the judgment of the 
Federal Court as Teeei\ed in c(uinection witli certain appeals made by the 
Government of Ib'iigal? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir, there was one Ordinance 
about detention of security prisoners. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased 
to state if (here are any persons beUmging to Bengal arrested under that 
Ordiaauce and kept outkide the province ? 
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Khm Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIS At present there is no prisoner out- 
side Bengal, detained by this (lovernment. 

Dr.*NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hou’hle Minister be pleased to 
state if there are any per.sons detained outside the province who are residents 
of this province, and if so, uiuler what authority tliev have been detained and 
kept out? ' 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIS Yes, Sir, tliere are outside the 
province of Bengal pers^ms belonging to Bengal, who are detained by the 
Government of India. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Is the Hon’lile Minister aware 
that Mr. Sarat ( handra Bose, an Orilinance prisoner, is detained outside 
Bengal ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Not detained by Ibis (jovernment. 

Mr. NJSHiTHA NATH KUNDU: Is III. Hor^'ble Minister aware that 
Mr. Abani Chakravarty is detained in Lucknow Jail under this Ordinance? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 sa\ there is no person outside 
Bengal detained by the orders ol the Cjoverninent of Bengal. 

Mr, DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Ilon'blc Minister be 
pleased to state if Maulana Islainabadi has been sent oiitsiile Bengal? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 have made it (dear that no person 
detained by the Government of Bengal has been sent outside. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the llon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if Maulana Islaiimbadi has beiui arn\st(*d by the Government of 
Bengal ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Liider the dir(‘ctions of the (iovern- 
nent of India 

* 

Family allowance of certain security prisoners. 

•24. Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERilEE: ia) Will the llon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home l>epartment Is? pleased to state w’hether it is a fai’t — 

ii) that Sj. Satiiidra Nath Guha, a security piisoncj in the Dum Diim 
rentral Jail, applic<l for familv allowance on the ‘Jolh ()ctnls?r, 
and sent several fcminders; 

l^/z) that Sj. Santi Saran Bay Ghowdhuiy, now u H(‘cun1y prisoner 
in Dum Dum Central Jail, applied from Khulna Jail for family 
allowance on the tJtli November, 1!>42, and sent reminders on 
the I’ith Dereiiih(*r, lft42, 21st February. 1!G‘5, 22nd February, 
194d, 21 st April, 104'!, and drd June, but no rejdy was 

received ; 

(m) that Sj. Narayan (’hatterjee, now a sedinty piJsonor in Dum Dum 
Central Jail, applied from Khulna Jail for family allowance on 
the 2Sth Octolier, 1942, and sent r(?minder8 from Dum Dum 
Central Jail on the 4th January, 1943, 5th February, HM3, 
Lst March, 1943, lOtli May, 1943, and 5th Jyne, 1943, without 
any reply; 

{iv) that Kazi Mohammad Muhsin liezuh, now a security prisoner at 
Alipore Central Jail, who was a clerk at the special I>.S. Board 
at ^jdia prior JLo his arrest on the 4th January, 1943, applied 
for family allowant^e and sent several reminders ; * 

(v) that Mr. Abdul Mannan, now a security prisoner in Dura Dum 
Centra] Jail, applied for familv allowance from Krishnagar Jail 
on the 18th Januarv', 1943, and sent a reminder from Dum 
Central Jail on the 5th May, 1943; 
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(vi) that Sj. Manindra Kiehore Sarkar, a security piistmer in Pum Dura 
(JeDtral Jail, applied for family allowauce on the 28rd Septem-^ 
})er, lfH2, and sent reminders on the llib November, 19^, 16th 
December, 1942, 29th Jnnuaiy*, 1943, and 8th June, 1943; 

(vii) that Sj. Debendra Nath Dag of Khulna, now a security prisoner in 
l>um I>um Central Jail, applied from Khulna Jail for family 
allowance on the 3rd Decora l>er, 1942, and sent reminder from 
Diini Dum Central Jail on the 13th April, 1943; 

(vui) that Sj. Ui>endra Nath Chowdhury, the only earning* member of 
a recently divide<l Hindu family (formerly joint), now a 
security prisoner in ]>um Dura Central Jail, applied afresh for 
family allowance on the 10th May, 1943; 

(ir) that Sj. Adhir Ranjan Banerjee, a security prisoner in Dura Dum 
Centi’al Jail, applied for family allowance on the 30th September, 

1942, and sent sever al reminders thereafter; 

(^) that Sj. Dinesh Cliandra Ray of Burdwan, a security prisoner in 
Dum Dura ( entral Jail, a]>pll<'d for family allowance in January 
last and sent i^vcral reminders whose home lias lieen burnt very 
recently ami his family has iMMoine de.stitute; 

(ofi) that Sj. Arun Kumar Duita, now a securilv prisoner in Dum Dum 
On t nil Jail, applieii from Khulna Jail for family allowance on 
the 101 h November, 1942, aud sent remindeis on the 27tli Nov- 
emlier, 1942, aud 7lh April, 1943; 

(a^i) that Sj. Ramkamal Das, n security piisouer in Dum Dum Central 
Jail, appli(‘d for family allow'ame on the 2()th February, 1943; 
(ani) that Sj. Rubimlra Nath (Jiutterjee, a security prisoner in Dum 
Dum Central Jail, applied tor familv allo^\au(•e on the 26th Feb- 
ruary, 1943; 

(rir) that Sj. Basaiita Mukherje^*, a security ])r)soncr in Dum I)nm Cen- 
tral Jail, applied tor tamily allowaio <> in N(nemlM‘r, 1942, and 
sent HMuinders on tlie t»th ,lan\iar\, 1943, and 3rd Ma\, 1943; 

(av) that Sj. Sumii Kumar (lUjita, a secants prisoner in Dnin Dum 
(Vntral .lail, applied toi famil\ allowance on tlie 2Nt .laiiiiaiy, 

1943, and sent a remindei in iManli, 1943. 

(rvi) that Sj. Nityabandhu Majuindar, a secuiits pjisonei in Dum Dum 
Central Jiiil, applu‘d for family allowance on the 31st Octobei, 
1942, and sent six rmnlnders; 

(xvii) that Sj. vSriluuslm Mi-'^ra, .»n inhabitant t>l ihe Province of Oii.^mi. 

now a securitN ]>risonei in Dum Dum (entral Jail, a}>])lie<l for 
family allowam e on the 26th January, 1943, and sent five 
reminders ; 

(ariii) that Sj. Badrinath Shu of Ri'^ra, a seciuity prisoner in Dum Dum 
Ontral Jail, applied f(u* famil\ allowance in the 3rd w'eek of 
January, 194-3, and sent stoen reminders; 

(air) that Sj. Asokeneudra Basu of Bankura, a security prisoner in Dum 
/ Dum Central Jail, applitNl for family allowance on the 21st 
January, 1943, and sent a leminder on the 27th May, 1943; and 
(xr) that Sj. SailiMwar Mittra, a security jnisoner in l>um ]>um (Vntral 
Jail, applied for family allowance <m the 23rd April, 1943, and 
sent a reminder on 2lv'i( June, 1943V 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Mini.ster be pleased to .'itate whether any (>f them, 
and if so, which of them, have l>een granted any family allowance up till 
now? 

(c) If family allowance has not l>een given to all of them, will the 
Hon’ble Minister l>e plea-^ed to state the reasons tjierefoi in respect of those 
who Kave not Wn given sm h allfiwance? 

(d) Is the Hon ’hie Mini.ster awaie that the families of the abovemen- 
tione^, security prisoners have Wen put to great haniship on account of the 
detention of the abovenametl j>ei'sons and the consequent stoppage of their 
incomes? 
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(e) Is the Han’ble Minister cotisideriiig the desirability of granting 
family allowances fo each of the members mentioned in clause (a)? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Naztmuddin) : The information asked for is not readily available and its 
collection would involve an amount of time and labour that would not be 
justifiable in war time. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the details given in the 
question, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state why is it that thia 
information is not readily available, specially hccause when Government 
admitted that separate registers are kept for individual prisoners P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 have already answered that. It 
deals with about 20 security prisoners and in case of each security prisoner 
it refers to letters received on Gth November and on different days. 

Mr. SPEAKER. Why are you going into details? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: in view of details in each individual 
case, ]t is not possible to compile the luati'rials readily. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the llon’hle Minister he pleased to 
state \vlu*ii the\ received tliis question in the IK'partmtoil ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER : I can give \ou the dates. It was r(‘ccived on the L'Hh 
September, 1!14‘1; it was sent to the depaitinenf on the 2drd October and 
answered on tlie Ttli Septeniher, 1104. 

Medical treatment in Alipore Central JaH Hospital and death of 
Madan Copal Joshi. 

•25. Mr. RADHANATH DA8: (a) Will the llon’ble Minister in 
chaj‘g(‘ dl the Home Defiai tmeiit he pleased to state whether there is suiii- 
cieiit ariangemerit for the general treatment in the Alipore (Vntral Jail 
Hospital y 

[If) Will till' Hon’hle MiiiiNtei he plea>e(i t(* state — 

(?) the tails alK>ut the dtMth ot Madan Moiian Joshi ; 

(??) whi‘t}o*r he died hefoie his cas(‘ was tlcclurwl by doctors to l>e 
serious ; and 

{?/?) whether proiKM medical treatment was given to him? 

(r) Is it the fa(4 that (piinine in the said hospital is not available for 
a good long jicriod? 

Khan Bahadur MDHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
8ir Nazimuddin): {a) and {In {m) Ye&. 

(h) (i) One security prisoner named Madan Goi>al Joshi died on the 
ttlh March, of heart failure due to an onset ot acute pulmonary’ 'edema. 

(It) and (c) No. 

Number of deaths in Murshidabad district during July to December of years 

1942 and 1943. 

« 

•26. Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: AVill the llon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Public Health and liocal Self-Government Department \)e 
pleased to lay on the Tafile a statement showiifg for the months of July. 
August, September, Octolierf November, an(l December of the years VWi 
and m3— 

(a) a comparative account oi the nuDil>er of deaths of human beings , 
that took place in the areas covered by each police-station of ihe 
district of MursLldahad; 
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(b) the cauHes of such deaths in such months of 1943, giving the number 

in each case; 

(c) the measures, curative Mid preventive, adopted by (1) Government, 

(2) District Board, and (3) Union Boards; and 

(d) the steps and measures that (fovernment have in view for preventing 

the recurrence of such diseases and deaths in future? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hon’ble 
Khan Bahadur Maulvi dalaluddin Ahmad): (a) and {h) Statements are laid 
on the Juhrurv Table. 

(c) and id) In 1!M2, the health of the district was on the whole gocni. 
There were no serious epidemic diseases, and no s{jecial measures were called 
for. But the year 1943 was a specially bad year. Twenty-two destitute 
hospitals were opened by the (xoverument throughout the distiict tTom 
Sejitemher, 1943, onwards. Government also jwjsted two military doctors to 
this district for the imrpose of taking prompt measures, curative "and preven- 
tive, against malaria unj other epidemics prevailing in the district. Their 
work was suiyei vised by Major A. Nand. Quinine and cinchona febrifuge 
were also supplied by Government for free distrilmt ion. Seventeen “Mobile 
Medical Units” were entertained in the district to supplement medical aid 
wherever it was found necessary “Satellite Treatment (‘entres” were 
opened near existing dispensaries in the district at the cost of Govern- 
ment. 

For smalliiox and cholera the District Board undertook intensive vaccina- 
tion, inoculation and disinfeclioii measure^. Faiients were als(' treated. 
For prevention of malaria, the B(»ard t<M)k recourse to Anti-Pistia drive ami 
use of (luiiune ju'oducts. The Di.strict Board distiihuted quinine (J,r>(M) lbs.\ 
frwly tlirough Union Boards, loud sixdeties, sclunds, colleges, Bam Krishna 
Mission, Kissan Sahhu, mililary doctors. Sanitary I ns|>tHlor,s. 140 malaria 
oamps. District Board and Unicui Boanl dispensaries, Mobile Medical Units 
and Satellite 'rreatnient Uentres attached to dis])ensaries. 2,d(K) lbs. of 
quinine were also made available to Medical Bructitioners 

The action taken by (ioverimient as iletailed above will continue this 
year if c.onsidered necessarv . 

Mr* 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: 1> the Hon ble Miuister aware that 
in getting permits for quinine, doctors from the interior and the mufassal 
bad to come to the headquarters station and to wait there for 7 to 10 days 
before getting permits for one lb. of quinine? 

Khfln 8&hib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Under the (jumme rationing 
system, doctors have geiierall> got to come to ihv di.stncl headquarters, but 
Oovernment is not aware of the fact that they had t(» stay there for 7 days. 

Mr* 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: In view of the fact that there is 
only one quinine authority, namely, the (’ivil Surgeon who sometimes is 
available in the headquarters and sometimes is not available, is it the 
GovernmenUs case and information that doctors who have got practice in 
the interior of the district find it very convenient to take permits from there? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: The whole question of quinine 
distribution is under the consideration of Government. 

Mr* 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that^ at a conference which was held on the 5th October last which was 
presided over by the Subdivisioiial OflScer, Kandy, a resolution was adopted 
and forwarded to Government that although it was the GovernmenUs case 
that 4,000 lbs. of quinine were to be supplied to the district in the year 
under review, still there have been villages in which not one grain of quinine 
has been available from, Government? 
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Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAO: It is for tlie District authonty to 
port that, 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of 
.e fact that some Executive Oflicers have been arrested in connection with 
.e smuggling and pilfering of a large quantity of quinine out of this 

000 lbs. referred to? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I want notice. 

Mr. 8ASANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: Is the Hoii'ble Minister aware that 
ro Execulive Officers who were arrested in connection with auinine 
QUggling are still continuing in office in the headquarters of* the aistrict 
id that police investigation has been going on for the last til months with- 
it any charge-sheet being submitted against them? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: !^ir, thivs question does not arise. 

Dr. NyftlNAKSHA 8ANYAL: That is a ma*tter for the Speaker to 
3cide. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Wliat was the question? 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, it is stated that l.oOO lbs. of 
ainine have been supplied to non-oilicials and ^.blK) lbs. out of this 
,000 lbs. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. it does arise. 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: 1 want notice about it. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: Is the llonTde Minister aware that 
(iovernnient otheer repoi ted to the Health Department tluit out of the 
.000 l])s. ot ({Uinijie a lar; 4 e portion had found its wav in the black market 

1 ( aleutta for lepleii ishiiig tin' big linns, European and Indian, for jirepnring 
ateiiT medicines 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: No. 

Mr. 8ASANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
iiat the latest report about .Muishidabad is that in one subdivision alone, 
ainely, l\and\, inoie llian >11 p»T c(‘nt. of the population lias b(‘en attacked 
ith malaiia ami that no (juiriine is uj) till now avaihilile during Sejiteinluir, 
►ctoher and November? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: No. Government is not aw^ire 
f that. 

Mr. SA8ANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL : Is tlie ITon’hle Minister aware that 
veil the Suhdivisifinal Gfficer, Kandy, reported the* matter to (iov(‘rnniei4 
hroiigh tlie District ^Magistrate h> teh'gram and hy a spiudal messenger 
hat unless the quinine rationing system is (dianged •and subdivisional 
uthorities are ajipoinled, namelx. the Suhdivisional Officer and suhdivisional 
octors. peojih" \iho are now in the grip of malaria will not lie cured ami that 
0 per cent, of tin* people will be overeoim* b\ disease? 

« 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD; 1 have already stated that the 
rbole question of revising the scheme of distribution of quinim-is under the 
ODsideration of Governiiient. * 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR* SANYAL: May I know what is the Govern- 
ment report regarding the funetioning of the previobs system and the 
xisting system ? • 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAO: It is not quite satisfactory^ Bo, 
t is under consideration of Government. 
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Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Has Government received the 
information that during the last Ifi months at Murshidabad the Rationing 
system is' so defective that there have been villages in which, in spite of 
series of applications, not a single grain of quinine reached ? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Some complaints are coming 
from all <listricts throughout the province and that is why it is under the 
conHid(?ration of Government whether some improvement can be made in the 
policy of distribution of quinine. 

Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Is the Hon/ble Minister aware that 
although the Civil Surgeon is the rationing authority the quinine stock is 
kept in the District Jail and that doctors who come to the headquarters 
wait several days to get their permits and have to w'ait for three days more 
to get supplies? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: T have already said j^hat Govern- 
ment is not aware of that. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: May I know^ what is the necessity 
for keeping this stock in the jail custody? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Government think that that is 
the safest custody. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the HoiCble Minister be 
pleased to state why the (|uinine w^as not kept in custody of the loyal 
IVeasury which is close to the Civil Surgeon’s office , so that persons who 
get permits from one building can get supplies from the next building. 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Government will consider the 

suggestion. 

Mr. SASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to consider the desirability of for'warding m> inter])ellations and 
answers today to the district authorities of Murshidabad forthwitK so that 
the District Magistrate, tlie Civil Surgeon and other authorities concerned 
may take action immediately? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: It will be considered by 
Government. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Quest ion time is over. 

Adjournment Motion. 

Mr. P. BANERill: Sir, 1 gave notice of an adjournment for which you 
have given your consent. I shall make a short .statement as required by the 
rules. May I have your permissi<»n to move it? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y ou simply move the motion. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Sir, I beg to ask the leave of the House to move the 
following adjournment motion for w hich you liave given your consent : — 

“This Assi^mbly do now adjourn to di.scuss a definite matter of urgent 
public importance and of recent occurrence, viz., t]ie_ abnormal 
situation arising put of the strike of the Press Workers in the Bengal 
Government Press from Monday afternoon, the 2(Uh instant creating 
total deadlock of the printing works<and the failure of the Govern- 
ment in nqt tackling the situation satisfactorily.” 

The Hoii’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMI: Sir, may I say a few 

words at this stage? You have given your consent to this adjournment 
motjon. So far as J am concerned I would welcome an opportunity of 
' making a statemei\t and explaining the whole position. 1 would, if I may 
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put it that waj , prefer to make my statement now. In case that is not 
considered satisfactory, it would be'open to the honourable member to move 
his adjournment motion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The whole point is this. If the Opposition agrees to 
this procedure, 1 will uot object to it. Rut strictly speaking that is not 
the procedure. I have given ni\ consent and according to the proper proce- 
dure, Mr. Banerji has asked tor leave of the lioust‘ to move his motion. 
Has the Opposition got any objection to hear the lloii'ble Finance Minister 
first ? 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Let the mover place his case first 
and let the finance Minister rejily to it if he so chooses. In that case wo 
shall be in a position to consider wliat we should ilo. 

Tho Hon’bla Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: I'hat is a good 
suggestion. 

Mr. sVeakER: I think in that case I have S“ot to read out the state- 
ment first. 

Khflfl B&hadur MOHAMMED ALI: Is the motion in order h 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It is in onler and 1 have allowe<l it. The statement is 
as follows : 

“The grievances of the Press emplo>ees of the Ooverriment of Bengal 
are mainly the following amongst others, viz., 

(1) TiOW' w'ages, 

(2) No subsidised rations, and 

(d) No change in the long woiking hours. 

On the 4th Octobci, ]!t44, in memorandum No. llOiSMisi^., (lovernment 
w’ere pleased to direct that from the 18th Octolier, 1104, ollice hours in 
government (iffices in ( jilcutta shall be from lO-dtl a.ni. to b p.m. (I.S.T.). 
But tills order wa^ wilheld from woikers in the Bengal (Jovernineni Press. 
They are made to work tiorn a.m. t<» ti p.m. as usual. A ie]>n‘sentati> e 
of the Press employees inlt'rMewed the lloii’hle Finance Mini.ster and tln‘ 
Labour ( 'ommisMoiHO . A eonteieiK'e lasting lor six da_\s with tin* Labour 
CommissiomT and rejiresentutives oi the Pness workers continued. On 
Friday, the 17th November, the Labour (ommissinner assured veibally that 
the Pr(*ss w.jrkers will he entitled to (1) 20 per cent, increase in wages, 
(2) subsidised rations, (d) usual time, i.e., Jtl-dO a.m. to b p.m. as p(‘r 
Government order without loss of earning of the pieei* w'orkers. This was 
not confirmed in wilting, though assurance was given, Imt on the contrary, 
on tlie 2()th instant, the Labour (’ommissiomT called the repre,sentii1 ives of 
the IVess workers 1(» suv that the matter will Ik* fwrthei discussed alter his 
return from Darjet ling without giving any definite date and time. When 
these were communicatctl to the workers, tliey lost all hopes of having their 
grievances mitigated at the hands of the liuhoui Gommissioner. The 
patience of these poor employ(M*s has lieeii (‘\ha listed* and they went on 
stay-in-strike from yesterday afteinoon. Employees of some other jiresses, 
Thacker Spink, Hooghly Printing, etc., have also gone on strike. Notices 
have hei'D served on the Sintvsman and other presses also 

and on the Labour Commi.ssoiner without anf result. Strikes 
by the workers of these pre.sses are also npjirehended. 

As a result, printing of ration cards, papers for the Assembly, iligli Lourt 
Cause. List, Gazette and other very urgent matters of the Bengal Government 
w'ill cease and has ceased oif account of the strike and very serious dislocBion 
of work is apprehended. I have come to know of |his abnonnal situation 
only this afternoon.” 

Is there any opposition? 

Jfm H0li*ble Mr. TULSi CHANDRA C08WAMI: There is no opposition. 
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Mr. P. BANERJI: Mr. Speaker, Sir^ I beg to move that this Assembly 
do DOW adjourn to discuss a definite matter of urgent public importance and 
of recent occurrence, viz., the abnormal situation arising out of the strike 
of the Press workers in the Bengal Government Press from Monday after- 
noon, the 20th instant creating total deadlock of the printing works and the 
failure of the Government in not tackling the situation satisfactorily. 

Sir, you have read out the statement already, from wdiich it is very clear 
that the Government did not take immediate steps to settle the matter in 
spite of the fact that representatives of the Press along with their President 
and Secretary saw the Hon’ble Finance Minister and also the Labour Com- 
missioner. The Labour Commissioner gave definite assurances, fits has 
been staled in the statement, on the 17th and said that it was within his 
right and his competence to decide this question and that he would take the 
matter up under section (i of the Ordinance. He also said that he would 
implement his assurances. But on the 2()th morning he told the representa- 
tives of the Press that h/? w'as leaving for Darjeeling and that further dis- 
cussion was necessary. Now, Sir, it is not known why the Labour Com- 
missioner changed his mind, as it were, overnight. It is ap]>rehended that 
there was some jiressure from somewhere, it is reported that the Labour 
Commissioner was willing to concede a1 least certain (»f the conditions except 
subsidised ration. He said that the standardisation of rates and the abolition 
of the piece systcun might take .some time. Howev(*r assurances were given 
that these questions might be .settled herealler. But a week ha^ elapsed 
and nothing has been dom^ The workers want an increase in dearness 
allowanci' and subsidised ration or in the alt(*rnati\t‘ a substantial increase 
in wages. Subsidised ration is given by the J'ort ('omniis,siom*rs and other 
big companies. But tli(» Government did not give sub.sidisiwl lation as was 
given by the Port Trust and other big companies to tlnur labour. 

They are working from 9 a.rn. to (i p.m. But the Government notifica- 
tion, dated the 4th October, says that the working lunirs in Calcutta tor all 
Government otficivs are Iroin ID-dU a.m. to b p.m. A co])\ ot that circular 
was forwarded to the Manager of the Press but he withheld thi‘ notification 
and did not tell the w’orkers about the change in office hours. Still lhe\ aie 
working from 9 a.m. to (I p.m. 

Now, Sir, when on the morning of the 2(lth instant, tliat i*-!. day heiore 
yesterday the representative suw' the Labour Commissioner, the latter said 
that hi* was going to Darjeeling and the whole matter ('ould 1 m‘ discussed 
again after his rcvturn from Darjeeling. Now, Sir, no date was given wdien 
he wais coming and this question %vas shelved It is apprehembMi that some- 
body higher with his intluenee stayetl his hand. Th(‘ statmneiif made by 
other presses yt‘sterday has come to be true. The workers of other presses 
lia^e also gom‘ on strike from 10 this morning. Now, if this state of things 
continues and if the l.(ahour Commissioner ^it.s on the fence as also the 
Labour Minister and the Finance Minister, we can imag-ine what will happtui 
in Calcutta. For flic tiim* being we are eoncerned with the Government 
Press. You are aware, Sir, that the work of the Assemhl\ Department is 
practically dislocated. The Assembly staff has to work veiy hard in order 
to roneo all these indices. Therefore you have experience ot tin* timiiendous 
pressure of work l^je .^tatf of the Assembly aie put to. It i.^ aLo aiipreheuded, 
as I have stat«‘d in the statement, all thest* cause lists and Ass«unbly papers 
W'ill not be printed for .some time miles.s Government rise equal to the 
occasion and settle this question. 

♦“Now, Sir. in this morning’s Amrita Bazar 'Fatnka the Principal of the 
biggest college in Iinlia, I mean, the Vidyasngar ( ollege, has made a .state- 
,meut that he i.s not getting ration for some time for want of ration card and 
the' ration cards are printed in the Government Press. As a result he i.s 
suffering very much and he has giveb full details of the diflSculties arising 
out of ‘this. 
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Sir, m this city while on account of higli prices of commodifies the poor 
labourers even where are getting high wages, why the Government winch 
are speeding niont'v in other directions and are ^^astillg huge sums should 
not take immediate steps to meet the grievances of these workers of the 
press. 

I would like. Sir, tiie Hon hlo Finance Minister and tlie HonJblo TiUhour 
Minister, if he wants, to make a statement in this conneetion. Hut even if 
the Jiiiance Minister now conies forward to make a stateiiumt as to wliat 
Government has done it was up to him, when the dejmtalion waited upon 
him some time ago — perhajis (ui the Stii of tfiis moinh to havi* done some- 
thing, but he did nor do anything. He made eiiiply yiromisi's as is done by 
all Ministers but did nothing ami left the entire thing in the hands of tdie 
Labour Commissioner and as I said he gave some assnranci* which is not 
known. J Maiit to ask the Hon ble Minister why S(j man\ da\s have been 
wasted in sjiite of the assurance being given and why the assuraiict* was not 
acted upon. Why the Labour Commissioner left C’alcntta on tin* day when 
the strike* started? Perhaps the reason is that when he comes haek he 
could say that he was not pre.seiit when the strike took place. I want to 
know from the Hfm hie Minister why he* was sitting on the f(*iu*e. Now the 
mischief has been done niere assurances wdll not im]>rove matters. It is 
expected tliat some fh'finite stt'ps must he taken by the (loveriiinent so that 
everything comes to muinal. 

With th (“.'<e wokK I move my motion. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Mr. (toswami. 

Th6 Hon|blG Mr^ TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAMIS Sir, in order to save 
speaking twice 1 would jmder iht' dehati* to go on a litth* further so that 
1 may rejily to other points in the debate. All that Mr. Bam‘rji has so far 
said is containcfl in tlie statement. If the debate went on a little further 
then I could answer all the points. 

Mft DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Goswaini, there is a possihilitN that the 
motion nia\ be withdravsn alter your statement. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, WH* w'ould like to know if 
Mr. (io.swanii is going to make a statement. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, I would prefer 
the debate to proems] a little further so that I may inclmle in iny reply 
answ’ers to aiiv oth(*r jioints tliat ma\ he rai.sed. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: T1 lere was a definite arrang(*meii I on the 
hasi.s of which Mr. Hanerji moved his'adjourninent uiotifin wh<*n the Speaker 
was in the (’hair. Am I to understand that the Hon'hle Finance MinisL^r 
is resiling from that arrangement ? 

The Hon’bie Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, 1 am not n*si]ing 
Trom any arrangement. It is certainly my intention that thc^ debate should 
not be prolonged unduly. • 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: There will he other members on behalf 
of Government who can give reply to the points that may be raised later. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I think, Mr Goswami, you make a .stak*- 
ment at this stage. There will be no bar if you give a reply to the debate 
later on. If you make a statement there is a po.s#iibility that the motion may 
be withdrawn. 

Tlw Hon’bie Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA GOSWAMI; Mr. Deputy Speaker, 

I notice first of all that there are inaccuracies in the statement read out by 
the honourable member who moved the adjournment motion. There •are * 
^veral inaccuracie.s. First of all the'workerw of the Bengal Goverryneut 
Press did not go on strike on the afternoon of the 20th instant. They <jeased 
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work from the morniDg of the 2l8t instant. Again it is said that no subsi- 
dised rations are given to the Press workers. That is not correct. They 
get rations at subsidised rates like other Government servants. Tb^re are 
some other inaccuracies. 

I shall tell you what the situation is toda}' and how it has developed. It 
will probably he within the recollection of honourable members that the 
Bengal (iovernment Press employees stopped work from 3-30 p.m. on the 
11th October, 1044, but returned to work at 2-30 p.m. on the following 

day (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: On certain assurances being given.) 

On an assurance which I gave that their grievances would be looked into. 
The Labour tajmmissioner, Mr. Hughes, was asked to look into their 
grievances. He was examining the grievances. It is true that as an over- 
worked officer he could not arrive at a decision very quickly. On the 14th 
of ()ctoljt*r a formal petition w'as addre.ssed to me. I examined that petition 
very carefully and had it examined b}* competent people. 

On the 11th of Novenjsor 1 was told that the workers w^ould gu on strike 
unless something was done. On Sunday the 12th of November, the Presi- 
dent of the Press Employees’ Association together with a number of 
representatives of the (ioverninent press eniplo\ees came and saw me in 
my house and discAissed (heir grievances. (Mr. P. IU.nkiui : (hi the Hth.) 
No; they did not see me on the 8th. On the 13th November we held a 
conference in the Secretariat— a fact which was known to the President 
of the Press Employees’ Association and other representatives. AVe held 
a conference in the Secretariat and sent an intimation to the Pn^sident of 
the Press Employees’ Association a.sking him to meet me and Mr. Hughes 
at the Secretariat on the following day. That was Tuesday last week. 
The President and other representatives of (he Press workers came as 
an’angt‘d. Mr. Hughes, the Labour Commissioner, was present. It \uis 
decided that Mr. Hughes should take up the matter in a quasi-judicial 
manner so as to ensure expiMlition of decision. Mr. Huglu's had an engage- 
ment at Mnngpoo near Darjeeling early last week. He cancelled his 

engagement which was also in the course of his official duties. It was 

decided that Mr. Hughes should go iiiUi all the questions raised by the 
emphiyees, that he should give decisions on t}H‘ mon' urgmit ones first, 
and give his <h‘cisions on some other matters which might wait tor the 

present (Dr. Namnvk.siia Sanv\l: In Hughes’ judgiiKAit.i No; in 

the judgment of the Press employees themselves. I am coming to that. 

It is probably known that one of the long-stamling grievances of the 
Bengal (iovernment Press employees has been that there has mit been a 

change over from the piece .scale to the time scale of payment. At the 

conference which took ])laee on the» Hth, the President of the Press 
Employees’ Association as well as other representatives told us definitely 
that that was a matter the decision of which waiuld naturally take some 
time. It involved calculations, as Iionourable members will easily under- 
stand,— perliaps not easily, but will try to understand. It is a question of 
giving in lump sum salary something more than the earning of the workers 
when they were placed on the piece scale. It w’as agreed that the decision 
on that point might wait. Meanwhile, Mr. Hughes wa.s engaged in 
meeting the representatives of the Bengal (Government press employees for 
the whole of last^week, and what he said at the time of liis departure for 
I^rjeeling was that he would take a week to collate the facts and to prepare 
his report fo^ the IGovemment, He wanted a week’s time. He was not 
told at the time of his depaitture that the workers would go on strike. In 
fact, no notice of the strike had been given. The strike came unexpectedly. 
(DE Nalinaksha Sanyal: Didn’t they speak** to you personally y) They 
didn^t. (Dr. Nalinaesha Sanyal: When they saw you they said defi- 
.niL^lj’.) That is not correct. The strike w'as umlertaken without any 
notice to anybody and the position ^ today is that the men are sitting in 
their places doing nothing. Now, I would like to impress on the members 
one thing, namely, that Mr. Hughes is acknowledged to be very friendly to 



1«4.] 


ADJOURNMENT MOTION. 


109 


labmir. This is not merely my opinion ; it was actually said in my presence 
by the President of the Press Employees^ Association and other representa- 
tives that they had implicit faith in Mr. Hug’hes, although he was a member 
of the Ihdian Civil Service and a Government Oflicer. I thought that 
having given Mr. Hughes almost plenary powers I was trying to do the 
utmost justice that was at the time possifde. 1 may also inform the House 
that we very recently received from the Government of India an account of 
the strike which took place in September in the (iovernment of India 
Press in New D^lhi. That strike was called off on an assurance given by 
the Hon’ble Labour Member in the Government of India, Dr. Amhedkar. 
Their grievances are still being considered and there has not been a further 
strike. I ask honourable members to consider this: ^\as it unreasonable 
for the Labour ( oinniissioner to have asked for a few days' time to collate 
all the facts and to draw his inferences and to make his recommendations P 
He only wauled time uj) to tlie 27th of this month. 1 think that it was a 
very reasonable attitude. 

Anotheii inaccuracy in the statement of Mr. P. Bam'rji is this: He 
referred to a certain memorandum of the Finartee lh‘partment. That 
memorandum varies but it has not shortened the otiice hours prescribed 
for a certain ('lass of officers. In the case of the industrial workers of the 
Bengal Governnient Ih-e^s it was suggested that their lime may also he 
shifted. The Bengal Government press workers work 4') liours in a wei'k, 
which was below tlu' maximum prescribed in the Factory Act. Then, Sir, 
they work not fnun 1) a.m. to (i p.m., as stated by Mr. Banerjee. liut from 
{)-3() a.m. to () p.m. with an interval of half an hour for tifhn in the middle 
(Dr. Nm.inaksiiv : But they are reipiired to enter the gates at 

f) a.m.). They are recpiin'd to attend from 

1 have already told the honourable members that tliey work lie! ween 
i)-80 a.m. and i\ a.m. These are all mattcT^ of detail whieli are being 
con.sidered Iin the I>al)our ('ommissiomT and I think it is only right tliut the 
House shoulll tak(' the vi('w that the workers sliould have awaited tlie deci- 
sion which \m 11 he in tin' natun* ol an award or a judgiiu'iit by the Labour 
(VimmissioTK'r. I would also liki' the House to nuilise that raising th(‘ scales 
of pay in the Govei nmerit JVess may have rejx'rcuHNions in trie printing 
industry, if not throughout Bengal, at least in the city ol Calcutta. That 
is a matter which certainly it is the duty of myself and of the other members 
of the House to consi(h*r. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Th en raise your own sjilary. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: I would therefore 
in all humility ask the Hou.se to desist from proceeding further with the 
discus-^ion of the motion. Sir, t feel 1 liave satisfied tlu* House. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is there any assurance of what is going 
to be done? 

* Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Has the chance of raising the 
Members’ salary anything to do with the demand for higher wages by the 
press workers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TML8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: May be. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; We were inclined nof to prolong this 
debate and we were throughout watching very carefully if any symjiathetic 
assurances were forthcoming from the Hon hie Minister in charge of 
Finance^wdio also happens to be in charge of the Press Department regarding 
the demands of the workers? All that we have heard is that (iovernin'int 
have had a conference in the Writers’ Building where ^members of the Press 
were not allowed to come in. They were called in on the next (lay and one 
officer of the Government has been asked to apply a sort of judicial mind to* 
this question. We would like to kno^ if the Minister in charge is teally 
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goin^ to give us a definiie assurance that within a particular day or within 
a particular period of time this flatter will be settled. After that the 
officer’s report will he given and Government action will be made known. 
Otherwise it is no use stopping this debate. If we get such assurance, I 
can assure on Ix'half of Mr. Jianerji of our Party that we shall not unneces* 
sarily prolong the debate. 

Mr. 8AMT08H KUMAR BA8U: May I just add one word to what 
has been stated by Dr. Sanyali^ What 1 have listened to so long from 
the lion’ble Finance Minister goes to show' that the dispute is going on 
between the jiress workers and the Government of Bengal lor sometime 
past. The Jlon’ble Minister has given us a long series of dates and has 
also jiresented before us a picture of the progiess of the dispute during the 
time it has been before him and the Jjabour Commissioner. The impression 
left in my mind is that Government mi^lit have been much more quick in 
arriving at a decision in this matter. There are not merely two parties 
to this dispute. There is the third, nanndv , the public outside. It is not 
entirely a question ladwoen the Government on the one side an*d the press 
workers on the other. Having regard to the tact that the strike is on in 
the Government of Bengal Press, the Hon’bh* Minister must be aware that 
very large interests, public interests, are involved in this stiike. The 
litigant public wlio have got to have their cases conducted by their lawyers 
on the Appellate Side of the High Couit are suffering tremendouslv from 
want of daily (muse lists. Cases are being struck oil ioi no tault of the 
lawyers themselves; nor of the Judges who aie doing it because such an 
amount of confusion has been creaUul on accoiinf ol the absence of the 
cause lists which are absolutely esesntial in carrung out the woik on the 
Appellate Side of the High ('ourt. These eoiiseipiences aie inevitahle. 
In these circumstances, unfortunately the impression winch has been left 
in mind after listening to the careful .spe(*ch of m.\ honTde friend setting 
out the details of the nejifotiations is that '(government should have and 
could have com(‘ to a decision much ear]i(*r whudi would be just and jnojier 
from both points of view, from the point of view -of tin* eniplovei and the 
employed. Now' that w(* have got this ojijiortiiintv ol ventilating the 
grievances of the public in this matter--and 1 am tliankful to m\ estemned 
friend Mr. Banerji for brin^nng uji this matter at this stage —J hojie and 

trust that the Hon’ble Minister will be in a position to declart* here and 

now on tlie floor of the House taking advantage ot this ojiportunity that a 
decision, a very quick decision would be arrived at in this matter before 
things come to a much W'orse position. 1 hope. Sir, tliat tlit‘ IToirble 
Min ister will be in a position to assure the public on the floor of the House 
that this hiatus will be brought to an end without any further delay. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER; So far ns 1 am ctmcerned, the debate will 
continue if the motion is not withdrawn. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI; I am grateful to 
my hon'ble friend Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu for pointing out that (here 

are really three parties in this dispute, viz.. Government, tlie Pres.s and 

the public. The strike has of course resulted in public inconvenience. 
Even the Assembly w’ork is suffering. The public liave to be thought of 
in another connection, to which I madt‘ a ]ia>sing reference just now, 
namely that we Aave to consider the repercus>ions of our decision on the 
printing industr\ of the province and especially of the city. But I wInIi to 
give this os-s^urance that 1 shall take the most sympathetic view that is 
possible in the circumstund'es. It is our earnest desire that any decision 
that may be arrived at will b(? implemented with the least jmssible delay, 
and I don’t think that it need be a question of anything more than 7, or 
9 days. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL; Why not meet the representa- 
tives yourself ? « 
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The Hon'ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: I have met the 
representatives of the pre.'-.s myself. I have met them more than onee. I 
am -sure that the results that will he aehieveil hy a liltle patience will he 
satisfactory. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: In view of the us'-surunce jjiven by the Hon’ble 
Finance Miui'^ter, I be^]^ lt‘ave of the Houst* to withdraw my motion. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Leave has been avke.l by Mr. P. Hanerji 
to withdiaw his motion. N there any objection r” 

(Xo objection was raised.) 

The motion \sas (hen by leave t)f the IIoom' withdrawn. 

GOVERNMENT BILLS. 

The Coroners and Criminal Procedure (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1944. 

The Ht>n’ble Khwaia Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir * I bt‘^’ to move that the 
Coroners and Criminal Ih’ocednre ( Henjral Amendment) Pill, as passed 

hy the Penpal Le^^-islative Couneil. he taken into consideration. 

Dr, NALINAKSHA SANYAL. Sir, the present measure has been 

hanpfin^? fire for a jnetty long- time and it is onl\ in tin* fitness of thiiiK^* 

tliat we sliould ha\e it jiassed withonl much opjiosition. I wclcomi* tlie 
idea Indiind it. But tlieie are c(*rtain misgivings which 1 want to take 
this o])})ortn!nty to ventilate because ot the circumstances that are 
gradually developing and which are making life, ])ro])<‘rty and honour of 
the citizens of ( aleulta and outside more and more difhcnll and insei-ure 
due to acts not of tlic emmiy hut of the sup])osed friends. partieiilarl.V 
the military wdio have come from outside. Sir, wiiile on this Bill, w'e 

wumid ask the Ilon’hle Minister in charge to let ns know didinitely with 

regard to coroner's eiujuiry what he pioposCs to do in n‘gard to serious 
accidents and deaths that are dally reported as a result of rash and negligent 
and reckless liehavionr on tin* pait of tho.se who are responsilfle for driving 
military lonies and also apart irom military lorr\ drivers, on the part of 
some who sc'ck forcibly to enter gentlemen’s iiouses and tr>’ to outrage 
the modesty of w'omen. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I>r Sanya), how can von come to this I 
cannot understand. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, we sought to move adjournment 
motions to invite the attention of ( lovernmmit to lliis smifnis stale of affairs 
in the city at the pres^mt moment, rnfortnnately. Sir, the Hon’ble the 
Speaker has in one case thought that the motion was too w'lde and vague, 
and when today we brought tin* same or a similar charge to his notice 
inviting his attention to a serious road accident that had taken place onl.y 
•yesterday morning in liroad dayliglit at the crossing of Harrison Uoud 
and Central Avenue which was reported in tie* I’ress ‘this morning w’ith 
photograph.s showing h(»w an entire tramcar wa'* tlirow'ii off the rail^and 
place<l several yards away as a result of a serious lorry charge', that motion 
has also been disallowed or consent has not been given to it, on some 
ground unknown to us, S(j the only opportunity we caii*hav<‘ — 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I>r. Sunval. I am sorry to ibternipt you. 
These are extraneous matters you eanimt refer to them in a speetdi in connec- 
tion with a Bill, • ^ 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: What will happ< ‘11 to the Coroner’s ^ 
Bill if we all die! (Laughter). Sir, I fully sympathise wdth you. Only' 
this morning you yourself could have been the subject of Coroner » enquiry, 
and we are only lucky and fortunate that we have |?ot the Deputy Speaker 
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hack in the House when bis own car was smashed by a military lorry that 
banged behind it. Similarly my own car this morning was from behind 
banged against by a military lorry by some black Americans. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order, Dr. Sanyal. You will get 
many occasions to bring in these matters before the House. I hope you 
will not bring in these matters now. You are absolutely out of order. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: My own difficulty is, I will not be able 
to apj)e:ir at the inquest on me that may be held by the Coroner. I have 
taken down the number of the lorry BH 12010 — a military lorry — which 
hanged against my car from bidiind and damaged it. Luckily I was not 
the subject of Coroner’s enquiry. That is why J am taking this op])ortunity 
to ]>ring it ti) the notice of the HonTile Minister in charge if the (lovern- 
ment of Bengal liave any ability or power to give protection to living men, 
not to say, to dead men. My own trouble is, I have exhausted all possible 
methods to invite the attention of Governnumt bi the serious state of 
insecurity now prevailing in Calcutta. The Calcutta Tramways*. Company 
invited attention how as a result of this recklessness on the part of military 
loriies 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: l>r. Sanyal, I have given you smne latitude 
to bring in miscellaneous matters. I hojie you will kindly finish your speech 
and will not bring in matters which have no connection with this Bill. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, 1 surely do not want to detain the 
House unnecessarily over a matter which you inay think to be not quite 
relevant to the present debate. But, Sir, you will realise that the House 
has got functions and functions, and it is only in connection with Bills that 
we can have* the lib(‘rty — and sp(‘ak in geiKual teiins when we hav(‘ got a 
certain Bill before us — to invite attention to the inadequacy of such measures 
and also to point out what further measures (Tovernment should bring 
forward. This Bill merely denis with certain classes of accidental ileaths 
where coroners enquiry has to bo held. I am bringing to your notice and 
to tlie notice of the Government the necessity of taking legal and executive 
measures to put a stop to certain things which do not m‘cessitate the amend- 
ment ot the Goroner's Act. Probably tomorrow' we nia\ be faced with 
another Bill which will state that no eiujuiiw nei'd be lield wdiere death 
is caused not by eiuMiiy action but by friendly Allied Powers residing in 
this city to give us protection from our enemy the .]a]ianese. AVe are 
supposed to be under the ]>rote('tion of a certain class of people: some of them 
enter our houses, seek to have womenfolk of resp(‘ctable families, outrage 
their modesty, and yet the |X)lice w’ould not take the cases into cognisance. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Hr. Sanyal, again you are talking about these 
things. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, w'here is the necessity for Coroner’s 
enquiry if no enquirv is provided for in such cases? I would like to, 
know if Sir Nazimudtftn has got such cases brought to his notice and whether 
he has devised any iiieasure. I would like him to at least keep up to his 
repulution of providing ample protection to persons under his ow'u care 
and when we are thinking of dead men, let us also think of men who are 
living today but gaigbt be dead tomorrow. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, I will have to adjourn the 
House lor praVer. 

^Dr. NALINA8HA 8ANYAL: All right, Sir^ I will continue after that. 

Mr. DEPUTY CPfAKER: But you are absolutely out of order. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: You know, Sir, that in Howrah, within 
the jurisdiction of Golabari police-station, on the 31st October in the night 
at L3(} a.m. two unifomed men 
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Again you are bringing in an extraneous 
matter. 

Dr. AaLINAKSHA 8ANYAL: at the point of a revolver went to 

the house of a gentleman and ravished a girl who wa« suffering from a 
severe illness. 

Mfi DEPUTY SPEAKER: I>r. Sanyal, you take your seat, please. I 
will put the question now. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: No, Sir. There are other speakers. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Will you speak P 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Yes, Sir 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.') 

(After adjournment. ) 

Dr. NAX.INAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Just a minute, Dr. Sanyal. If you eontinue 
your speech, I liope you will not go beyond the sco])e of this Dill but will 
stricth* confine to the Dill only. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Yes, as 1 read it. Sir. Sir, the Dill 
before., us has been devised to withhold eiKiuiry into cases where deaths 
have occurr(‘d as a result of enemy action. My submission is tliat the Dill 
is either iiK'omplete or ill-conceived, be(*uuse, as I have just ]a)inted out to 
you, due to increasing insecurity of life and lu-ojierty in the city on uctMiuni 
of action, reckless and otherwis«‘, of the military — white and black -Ameri- 
can, Dritish and ot her\vise---lh(‘ necessity for providing more comprehensive 
clauses of this character has arisen; and 1 would respectfully retiuest the 
Hon’ble Home Minister to consider carefully if in vi(‘W of th(‘ fact that the 
Bengal G<)V(‘rnment appears to be thoroughly unabh* or incomp(‘tent or 
undesirous of pioviding adequatt* protection to the citiz<*ns of ('alcutta against 
such conduct the only other alternative would be so to devise the law that 
in case of death no enquiries will be made as is ])rovid(‘d in the jiresent 
legislation, because it enquiries are maih* unjileasant truths will come out. 
Only last night, Sir. one Dholanath Dam‘rji. \Oien In* was coming out 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Dill is confined to cases of death by 
enemy action and so you cannot sjieak about anything (‘Ise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: T am speaking of the circumstances under 
which enquiry need not be made. That is the Dill as f read it. Ih^ath by 
enemy action — tliat is one category you have devised. 1 submit, Sir, the 
Bill is not complete; this .should be further amplifierl. Last night one 
Bholanath Banerji, an old man of 55 years, while In* was returning home 
from his duty 

* Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, you can raise that by way of an 
amendment. • 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Am 1 not entitled to point out the 
lacunae of the present Bill P 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: You can bring in an amer^nent. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, the lacunae of the present Bill are 
apparent. Two or three Americans held that gentleman and bfoke his teeth 
and the* gentleman went to the ho.spital — — 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKEA: Dr, Sanyal, Pam really sorry, but J canhot 
allow this. If you proceed in this way, I will have to ask you to discontinue 
your speech. 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: 1 am not actually deviating fron^ the 
object of the Bill. • 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: You are! 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: HowP 

Sir, the point is this. You know, Sir, tha,t this Bill would affect cases 
like the death that occurred in Garden Reach as a result of bombing by the 
Japanese in December, 1942. Similarly, in the same area at Watgunge, 
one rickshaw-puller was peremptorily shot at by a few black Americans, 
because at d-dO a.m. that poor rickshaw'-puller having got tired was waiting. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Where is Ihe leh vancy ? Neil her I myself 
nor the Horne Minister can be bound by this question which is outside the 
scope of the present Bill. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I am inviting the attention of the 
departmental Minisler in charge to the inadequacy of the present measure. 
We would like to have this measure and something more. In fact. Sir, 
1 have a right to oppostk the Bill on the gnmnd.s stated by me. *1 hope vou 
will not deny me Hint right. 1 have not oppo'^ed the present measure, li»ut 
I would like to invite the attention of Government lo the necessity of 
amplifying the ])rovisions of the imsisure. What will liajipen to the 
rickshaw-puller.^ That unfortunate man was shot at. What will happen 
in case of a death, as was reported in the ne\vs])a])ers, wdiere siweral black 
Americans assaulted mllrderousl^ a taxi-driver, as a ie*snlt of whicli a strike 
in Calcutta w^as imminent. Sir, you had Ihhui the IVesident of the Taxi- 
drivers’ Union. You now how very re(‘klessly tlii'se peo])lo are being 
treated by the foreigners. I would like to say tlrat if tlnu'e is any measure 
to deal with incidents like these that measure should be complete. If Gov- 
ernment cannot complete the measure, let them admit their failure. We will 
then go and seek the protection of the Allied p<‘ople that are in Ualcutta 
and tell them that the British people and their proT(*ges in Bengal arc not 
in a ]msition to give us jirotection. We are helpless. Come along 
take our country. (Laughter.) l^rotect us. What shall we doi^ We 
want to live. What is tliis war being fought for? If this war is not for 
the protection of our Jife and property, what is the use of Americans coming 
here? I am putting these questions. Sir, quite serious]\ 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order. I have considered the points 
that you wnint to raise, but you are not entitled to raise them. 

Yes, Mr. Sanyal. 

Mr. 8A8AMKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir. I am afraid 
the House is taking this mea.siire more lightly than we should do, because 
to me us a humble lawyer it appears that clause 4 of the proposed Bill is 
the very negation of the fundamental prineiple of ('riininal law. Sir, you 
know^ that when a death is eaiised aimmnting to an offence, tlie first article 
for invi'stigat ion in order to bring the matter to the forum of law and 
justice is that the.Cor/nof dehvti should be collected and preserved as far 
as possible, so that the subsequent proceedings of justice may be prudently 
applied in the matter. 

Now’, Sir, you find in this case that Dr. Sanyal w'as not really going 
outside the scopc^ of tiie Bill when he was referring to certain rases. But 
I am afraid that the relevancy of the matter was not being properly under- 
stood. After* all, this clause 4 says: “Provided that, unless the Pixivincial 
Government otherwise directs, it should not be necessary under this sub- 
seutiou. in anv case wliere the death of any person has been caused by enemy 
action, to make any investigation or to draw up any report or to send any 
intimation to a Magistrate empciw’ered to hold inquests”. That is to say, 
‘Sir,* Government wants to exempt the administrative authorities wdio are 
under an obligation to do sometning from doing that, and for certain 
reasons. 
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Now, Sir, who will decide whether death has been caused by enemy 
action or by a private ollendery Who will decide that? Dr. Sanyal was 
referring to certain possible cases and they are not at all imaginary. 
Suppose a bomb falls from an enemy plane, but no death is caused by that; 
and simultaneously in some parts of (^dcutta some military ruffian enters 
into a private house, is resisted and then fires a bullet eitlier at the lady 
or at the protesting male of the bouse. There was bombing by the enemy 
and so if it is claimed that the unfortunate person uas killed by a bomb 
falling from an enemy plane the ruffian will at once be .saved by this 
provision. 

Sir, the fumlamental (picstion i.s wlndluT <lealh wa> due to enemy action 
or to the conduct of a ]>rivate offender. It (‘an be decided oiify after 

investigation is held. The foroner may examine the body and lie will 
probably come to a finding that dt‘a1h was cau.sed by splinters and not an 
ordinary bullet — not deatii due to a knife and that death wa.s due to 
splinters which could not have been inflicted by a jirlvate individual. But 
before that* it would be idle to speculate that a particular d(‘atli could be 

due to enemy action and not to action by a private offender. As a matter 

of fact, it is a seiious thing. The whole of ('alcutta will bi‘ unsafe. It i.s 
already unsafe* — unsafe* due* to the misconduct of certain fore‘igne‘rs. It will 
be made thoroughly unsafe* hy this h'giNlaf ion. This legislation is imt 
merely iiieomplete as I)i . San>al says: it is not m(*rely ill-cone'eiveul ; it 
i.s far wor.se. It is e*ntir«‘lv de‘tnmental to the fuiidame‘ntal liberty and 

safety of the citize'iis (d (’alcutta. 

Well. Sir, at a time when Calcutta has already had an (‘xpe'rienee of 
uncontrolled military f/onnfhii^ni causing ravages to imlividual families, 
at that time to hrini: a legislative me'asure* ed' this type is. to say the lea.st 
of it, putting a piemium upon all ,s<uls of military ijoomlmsin and an 
indirect eiieouragement to rulliaiis to have the*ir say in rulHatiisin. 

Th(*i (‘fore*, Sir, I would appeal to the* Hon'lde Mini.stei to lo(»k at the 
matter liom that point o| \iew. The Ibovineial ( iove*nimenl is prompted 
by some^thing that i< dm* to ene*m\ action. It is neithe*r fair tor us to give 
the lbo\ inci.il ( i<»ve*ni men I that power; tior is if prudi‘iit tor the* Provincial 
(lovernment tn ask tor that power be‘ea'Use we also know that vis-a-ns the* 
Militar\ the* (Jovernment tunetions at a disadvantage* and have got certain 
limitations. It theie is smiie [)eise)ri he’longing to tin* military taking 
recourse to a highly ohjeet lonahle eoiulmt in ie*sp<M‘t of that I think the 
Provincial Covernment hu'< exhibited inahilily and inefficiemy even in the 
matttjr ot disciplinary action tar le‘ss in legal action and if tin* f/oondnn' are^ 
encouraged and strengtheiie*d by a legislation ot tins kind this would iieit 
fuily add still moie to the alre*.i<l\ unsafe* eondilion of tin* eilizens but it 
would also add to tlie difficulties and weaknesses of the existing weaknesse'S 
of Govei’iiment. Sir, we must stand b\ the law as it is 1 would ask the? 
Hon'ble (’liief Minister whe^ther tliere is any paiallel legislation like tliin 
Ml tin* re*alm of Cleat Hritain. The libeit\ ol suhjeet-. in (ire*at llritain lias 
not hecH g‘ive‘n the* g'o-hw*. England is also being' ]»onffn*d and the* cities 
of tlip allie*d countries are also being bombed. Tliere* no (ioveinme*nt lias 
asked tor immunitv from tbe oreiinary ]Uoee*ss ed law in sueb an important 
matter. If the allied countries < an do without a strangulation l(*gis)atjon 
of this kind or of an\ special form f submit no ease bas b^e*n mad** out f*»i 
introduction of a me»asure like this here in lb‘ngiil. V e aie* ais*) sufle*rjng 
very much from failure* of justice in ie‘)ati*m (o the iriilitary *aml <‘v*ui in 
relation to wai contractors. Le*t us n<if hav^ aneither instrum(*ijt for 
stifling 'the libertie*s and safety of the proviijce. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, fdo not propose to . 
reply to what ha.s been .staf(»d by Dr, Saio^al. One who delibe‘r.itedy flouts 
the rules and regulation.s of this Hou^ib anel who delibe*rately elisedieys the 
ruling of the Chair is not entitled to any reply froirf Government.^ • 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: You have no reply to give. You have 
not the courage to do so. 

The Hon’ble Khmraja Sir NAZiMUDOIN: As far as Mr. Sanyal is oon- 
cernod I may inform him that legislation to this effect has been passed in 
Great Britain and in Bombay. 

Mrt 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Similar legislation!^ 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Almost on these lines. This 
idea appears to be larfetched for this reason that this is applied only to 
eases where any kind ol aii-raid or any kind of enemy action has taken 
})iace, and it is extremely improbable to imagine that in that particular 
area in that particular spot wliere .some kind of enemy action has taken 
place somebody will take advantage of that to murder somebody. That 
risk we have to take. In view of the fact that we have found from experience 
that disposal of dead bodies takes very long time owing to having .to 
observe the rules and Regulations about the Coroner’s inc^uest rfind in view 
of our past experience we have felt it incumbent to bring in this measure. 

The motion of the Hon'ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin tliat the Coroners 
and Criminal Procedure (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1944, as passed by the 
Bengal Legislative Council, be taken into consideration was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 7. 


The question that clause 1 stand part of the Bill was then put and agreed 
to. 

Clause 

The question that clause 2 stand part of the Bill was then put and 

agreed to. 

Clause 3. 

The question that clause W stand part of th(‘ Bill wa^, then put 

and agreed to. 

Clause 4. 

The question that clause 4 stand part of the Bill was then put 

and agreed to. 

Preamhlc. 


Tlie question that the Preamble stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

The Hofi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, 1 beg to move that the 
Coroners and Criminal Proct‘dure (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1944, as 
settled in the Asvseinbly, be ])as>ed. 

Dr, NALINAfCSHA SANYAL: Sir, on the drd reading of this Bill I 
would only take this opportunity to submit to the Hon’ble Chief Minister 
of this Province who has also to provide protection to the life and projierty 
of the citizens not to be guided by sentiments and b^^ emotions but to have 
also something^ else up his sleeves and within his bosom. I hope that 
although I niay be out of court in his own judgment m regard to points 
and observa,tions maile in this House, his countrymen who are suffering and 
dying and are injured in. the streets of Calcutta will not be aut of court, 
because I have taken this opportunity of inviting his attention and your 
attention to such .serious stitte of affairs in*the province. 1 implore him 
that he may also not send some of these goondas to my house becau.se I am 
out of court and will not deny me the privilege of an ordinary citizen. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Df. Sanyal, you are out of order. If you 
.have anything to 8a.f with regard to the Bill you may do so. 
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Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: I hope (bat be will rise above pettiness 
and see that while he is entrusted with a responsible position during the 
difficult times he will not hesitate to assert himself and if necessary take 
this House into his contidence. If he wants, 1 can avssure him that so 
far as we are concerned, we shall be whole-heartedly supporting him if he 
can devise anv measure eftectively to put a cheek on the class of goondai^tin 
that I have referred to. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: In view of the way in which 
Dr. Sanyal has been going on 1 would like to su\ that when he wants any- 
thing really done he comes to see me in the ^VriteT>’ Buildings but w’hen 
he seeks clieap publicity he sjieaks in the House. 

The niotion of the Hoirhle Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin tha< tlte Toroners 
and Criminal I'roceduie (Bengal Ametidment ) Bill, l}>44, as si'ttled in the 
Assembly, be passed was then put and agreed to. 

The Bengal Diseases of Animals Bill, 1944, as passed by the Bengal 

Legislative Council. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIHs 

Sir, I beg to move that the Ifengal Diseases of Animals Bill, 1944, as passetl 
by the Bengal Legislative Council be taken into consideration. 

Sir, this is a very .Cmiple Bill. Kvcrvhody in Bengal knows dhat every 
year we get very high mortality of ealtle owing to epidiMuie diHeas(‘s. This 
is an attempt to control disisises. S(» far, tlH‘re have been no h'gislative 
measures for controlling the spread of epidemics among animals. This is 
the first move of its kind and we have piovided for segrt'galion and for 
controlling of diseases by other methods and if m‘eessarv by killing the 
affected animals if it is ab.'^olutely neeessar> . 'rhese are the main provi- 
sions of the Bill and T hoj>e tfit'ie will be no objection to their bidiig accepted 
by the House. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Suiyed Muazzamuddin Hosaiii 
that the Bf'iigal Diseases of Aniinuls Bill, 11)44, as passed by tlie Bengal » 
Legislative Council be taken into consideration was then put and agreed to, 

fill use ]. 

The question that clause 1 stand part of tin* Bill was fiut ami agrt*ed to. 

Chiusr 2. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUOHURI: Sir, I leg j(» move that for 

sub-clause (•/) of clause tli(» following be suhsliluted, naimdy : — - 

‘iiifectt'd’ u‘'ed with reference to an animal means affected by 
a contagious disease. 

{})) ‘infective’ used with refercnci* to an animal means lias recenflv 
been in oonta<;i with or jiioximity to an animal uffecled by a 
contagiou.s disease.” 

Sir, you will notice that provisions have heen made for the segregation 
of animals as well as for treatment and even destruction of animals m cer- 
tain cases. But, Sir. an ornnibu.s (hdinition has been f#ained of tin* word 
“infective” including two categorms of animals affecieil, namely animals 
affected by and suffering from contagious disease as well n.s animals not 
affected really but suspected of having caughf the contagion from diseased 
animals. I propose therefore to introduce, two categories in the definition 
of infected animals. First of all, animals actually affected, fhat is, suffer- 
ing from contagious disease and secondly animals suspected of or presumed 
to be suffering from a contagious disease, i.e., animals which have*beeti 
in contact with or in proximity to iftiimals affected by cfontagious 
Sir, really what I propose to do is to divide the d^nition in the Bill so as 
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to bring the first part of the definition under the word ^‘infected” and the 
second part of the rlefinition under the word “infective” so that in cases of 
infective animals, i.e., animals which are not actually suffering from* conta- 
gious disease but 'which may be suspected of having caught the infection 
of a contagious disease; they may be subject to lighter treatment, i.e., 
segregation, isolation and so forth, wherea.s regarding infected animals, all 
sorts of measures may be taken so that they may be free from disease and 
not infed others. It is just for that purpose viz., to make them subject of 
different treatments that I am going to divide the definition and to classify 
the tw'o categories of unsound animals, namely, infected and infective. 


The Hon’bte Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Sir, I think it is not at all necessary to divide it. If the honourable mover 
of this amendment had made separate provision for infected and infective, 
then of course there would have been some point but, 1 find, there is no 
provision. As a matter of fact the contrary lias been done in respect of 
clause 8. He has said Jhat not only infective but infected ami" ])oth the 
words should be there in place of only the word infective. Sii', this is not 
at all necessary because we think that both the kinds of animals, i.e., which 
have been actually infected and tbn.se which have been in close pioximitv 
with tlie affected animals, botli should be segregated in tlie sunie manner. 
That is th(‘ opinion of ihe experts. So I oppose ihi.s motion. 

The motion of Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri that for suh-clau.se {4\ 
of clause 2 the following he substituted, namely: — 

‘infected’ used with reference to an animal nH*ans {iffected by 
a contagious disease. 

(fj) ‘infective’ used with reference to an animal m(‘ans has recentl\ 
been in contact with or proximity io an animal affected ])^\ a 
contagions disease” wa.s then put and lost. 

Tlie question that clause 2 stand part of tlie Rill was then put and 
agreed to. 

( Idu.-ie J. 


The question tliut elatise d stand part of tin* Rill was then jiiit and agreed 

to. 


( Id use 4. 


The question that clause 4 stand part of tin 
agreed to. 


Rill was then jnit and 


The question that clause d stand part of the Rill was then ])Ut and 
agreed to. * 

(ldu.se (>. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, I beg to move that in* 
lines 2 and d, sub-clau.se (2) to elause (>, for the woids “nieehanieally 
proyndled vessels of a t\pe uppnHcd by the Provincial Government " the 
words “steamer or boat” be substiUittal. 

Sir, elause (i, sub-clause (2), permits h\ way of t'xception the carriage 
of animals thiough infected ureas. If so, why should caiTiage only by 
railway ami by mechanically propt'lled ves*;el ot a paiticular type approved 
by th»» Provivciul (Tovernnient be allowed y IVhy should not cariiage 
generally by steamer or ♦ boat be permitted)' WIin jiremnnn should 
be put on a partiiular type of mechanically propelled vessels approved by 
the Provincial Government, that I cannot understand. 

The Hon’ble Khari Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

’Sir," the real point is that on the wav if the animal is carried by boat, there 
is a ciiance of his getting infected there. That is why it has been provided 
that tke carriage ahoulh be by steamers and rails where there is no chance 
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f the animals beinp infected on the way. But if it is carried by boat, it 
ften happens, that the boats will lie an aneln>r on the way in the infected 
rea and the animals may catch contajfion. That is why fhere it has been 
[itentioiiall3" provided that the animals should )>e carried either by steamer 
r by railway. 

The moti(m of Kai llarendra Xath (’haudhnri that in lines 2 and d, 
ub-cli!iuse {2} to clause (5 for tlie w'ords “mechanically propelled vessels of 
type approved liy the Provincial (iovernment” the words “steamer or 
oat” be substituted was tlien put and lost. 

The question (hat (daust* (I stand part of the Bill was then put and 
g'reed to. 

(lausv 7. 

The (juestion that (dause 7 stand part ot tln‘ Bill was then put 
nd agreed to. 

ClauM S. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Mr^ Speaker. Sir, I heg to 

iiove that in liiu' d, .suli-(dause <^1 \ ot <daust* <S for the word “infeidive” 
he words “infinded or affected by a contagious disease” be substituted. 

I also beg to move that in line 1 of paragriqih (n) of suh-edause {!) to 
lause (S, tor the word “leiuove” the word “st‘gregatt'“ he suhstituted. 

I further heg to iiiovi* that in lines .d and d of tin* proviso to clause S(/), 
he following words he omitted, nainel\ , “without umim' dela> , or tin* order 
aniiot he commufncat(*d to him \Mthout undue <](‘la>". 

Sir, m\ ffist motion relating to (dau'^e S attcmpt>. to indicati* dilinitely 
ri wliuli ca>c> ind only ^egrogation but also treatment ami r(‘mo\al of 
liimals iniccled ma\ la* ncoessaix o? allowed. Tlierclore, Sii’, I jiroiiose 
o substitute fo? the \n ord “iiitcctix c” the words “infc(d(*d or ailVideil by 
coiita^iious d)s(Msf*“. Von^wil) find. Sir, that iii tin* definition tin* word 
‘iiifcidivc’ ' has been imnb* mindi too comprtdiensivc with tin* result that 
attic wliiib may not la* affliclcd with contagious dis(*asc but is .suspc(d<*d 
if bciri^' iiiicctcd ma\ also be directed to be rcmovcfl from the ur(*a. \\’ly\ 
hi*- liaisii ticaliinnit ol .mim.ils wlindi are not ioiind to la* ax*lniill\ affei t»*d 
)!' suffennj.: fiom a contagions dis«*ase but aie nn*rel\ suspected to be the 
ubjcct ot jiitcctioii y Melt* sfM irgat nni slioiild la* eiioii^^li in tlit'se latter 
ases In cast*', where the animals arc nn‘iel\ snsp(‘c1<>d to lia\<* cangbt 
in* iiifi'ction b\ being in ])ro\imit\ to <lis(*ast‘d animals, segiegation or 
solation slnmld ia* a suflieient meisurt*; and that is jntixided in claiist* 4. 
_'laus(‘ S goes fuitbci. It not oiiI\ jirovides for segregation but also for 
rcatim'iit - at wbo«.e cNpeiist* (bal knows as well as for cfuiqinlsory 
emoval of tin* c.ittle Sliould a caffb* be rt'inovt'd ('Kcwdicrc 

imply because it i«. sus]a*e|fd of cattdiing a conlagioii? Take 
be case of a peasant IB* ma\ la* ordefetl to take a 

ilspected cattle fiom liis tenancy to a long distance \ili(‘ri‘ there i.s a 
lospital oi jilact* of segregation, 'lln* language (d the sub-clause is very 
vide, viz., “to keep it for (be tinn* la'ing or to remo\e it (»r allow' it to be 
einoved to such plact* of segregation or isolation as iifay be sp(‘citi(*d in 
he order”. That a poor peasant may not ia* ordered t-o remove a suspect e<I 
inimal to a distant jdacc of segregation, is tlie reason wdiy fin* word 

‘remove” is proposed to be elianged in m\ amendment fiy the woi'd 
‘segreg-ate” . d'heit* seg-regation onl\ will be necessary ;* but if the won! 
‘remove” be there the order may iie ^o harsh as to ri‘(juire tin* removal 
jf tlie cattle from om* place to another distant place and if nia\ not be 
vitliin the means of a poor peasant to easily complv with such an order, 
rbat i*» why I jiroposf* fijat 41 h* Wfird “reniuve” should be changed and the 
vord “segrf'g'ate” sliould be used for it If the veterinary assistant emisiderM 
t necessary that the animal should }>e removed to another place, let him 
lo it at the cost of tlie Government. But w'hy .should the peasant be as'ked* 
o take hi.s cattle from one place to ailother, because it is merely suspected 
9 
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of suffering from a disease? Segregation in such a case should be ai 
adeouate measure, and I have therefore proposed the substitution of th( 
word “remove” bv the word '‘segregate”. In cases where the animals are 
actually suffering from a contagious disease, they should be subjected to 
treatment and the jieasant may be asked to allow them to be removed to 
another place. 

A.h regards anjendnient No. d, I want to prevent the possible hardship 
of the unfortunate peasants — hardship which may not he easily imagined by 
any other section of the people. The provis^^) to clause 8(J) runs thus : 

Provided I hat where there is no person in charge or having control of the 
animal ami the owner is either unknown and cannot he ascertained without 
undue delay, or the order cannot be communicated to him without undue 
delay or tlie owner or person in charge or having control of the animal 
fails to (;omply with the order within such time as in the opinion of the 
veterinary assistant is reasonable, the veterinary assistant shall seize the 
animal and remove it to a place of isolation or segregation and may subject 
it to such treatment as may be necessarv”. 

Sir, this is a clause which iiermits the viderinary assistant to seize an 
animal. It provides for seizure. Now, Sir, if it is necessary to provide 
for such a harsli measure us seizure, then in that case tlrt^ person whose 
cattle is going to be seized (Uight to g(‘t a notice. Jbit, Sir, the words' 
which 1 am jiroposing to omit would permit a veterinary assistant to serve 
only a nominal notice, or rather discharge him Ironi tin* liability of serving 
any notice at all on the owner of the animal seized, because it is said that 
where the notic.e cannot be served and the ordm- cannot he communicated 
without any delay, in that case, be may .seize the animal and take it with- 
out notice to the owner to .say the least that ought not to be i>erimtted. 
The person whost* projierty is .seized ought to get notice whatever may be 
the case. 

Sir, next I beg to mo\e that in lines ti and 7 of the proviso to clause 
8(7), for the words “such time as in the opinion oi the veterinarv assistant 
is reasonable” the \Nords “reasonable time” be substituted. 

Sir, I cannot understand wh\ the framer ot the Hill .sliould fight shy 
of tin* words “reasonable time”y What is tin* ne('<‘sslt^ for saving “suck 
time as in the ojiinion ot the veterinarv assistant is reasonable” I"'" AVliat 
i.s reasonable and what is not rea.sonable is easy to und(‘istand and in case.s 
of doubt and conflict it will be for the court to interpret. What the sub- 
clause jirovides for is such an extraordinarv thing as seizure and it contem- 
plates many cases hi which seizure may lie effected. One of the ca.ses is 
where the owner fails to comply with’ the order of removal witliin such 
time as in the opinion of tiie veterinary assistant is reasonable. The 
veterinary assistant may consider that three hours' notice is nuite a reason- 
able notice, but why in law should that be the casey Law should make 
provi.sion for reasonable time and not leave it to the sweet will of the 
veterinary assistant. “Reasonable time” should not therefore be qualified 
in any \vay by giving the veterinary assistant the power to issue any and 
every kind of notice and the time of notice should not be left to his 
discretion. 

Further I beg to move that in line 8 of the provi.so to clause 8(7;, after 
the word “segregation” the words “within the' union” be inserted.' 

Sir, the proviso pixivides for “segregation” but the place of segregation 
is not mentiiSned here. 1 propo.se that it must be a place within the union 
itself in which the owner of the (uittle lives. 

I also move that in line b pf sub-clau.se {2) of claii.-ie 8, the word “any” 
be omitted. 

•I think the word “any” is superfluous. It should not be there. 

Lastly, I beg to move that sub-dause (4) of clause 8, be omitted. 
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Sub-clause { 4 } runs thus: *’Notwithstaiiilins' anything in sub-sections 
{ 2 ) and (J), if the veterinary assistant, after due examination of any 
animal, dhrtifies in writing that such animal is affected with any of such 
contagious diseases as may be jirescribed in this belialf, he may destroy the 
animal or deal with it in such other manner as may be prescribed*". 

This is a power which is going to be given to tlie veterinary assistant 

over and above the other mea.siires that he will he competent to fake, vij;., 

segregation, removal an<l even siezure. It is an extreme measure with 
which the veterinary assistant is going to be empowereil. Let us see how 
in other coiintrie.s sudi extreme measures are taktm, with what caution, 
by what authority and with what provision for compensation. 

Sir, in England there is a provision that cattle aflected hy plague have 

to be destroyed b\ the Ministry or in the case of other diseases at the 

instance of the Ministry, or by a local autliority with the owner’s approval, 
but not by a veteriiiar_\ as.sistant, nor In any individual oHieer liowever 
highly placed. This is the juovision (I read from Halsbiiry’s Laws of England 
Vol. 1. Re: Animals, page bid, section “The Ministrv must 

slaughter all ariimah^ affected with eatth* plague, and ma\. if they think 
fit, slaughter animals ^ii^peeted of eatth‘ plagu(‘ or which have hetm in 
contact with animals so alVeeled oi in a jdaee inteett‘d with cattle plagui' 
and (subject to Treasury Itegulations i animals in a placi> in an iidcctcd 
area.” Further “In the case of diM'U.sC'* otlit‘r than ciitth* plague, the 
Ministry may direct and authorise slaughtiT hy local authorities”. A 
local aut)iorit\ must slaughter animals lorlhwith suff’enng from I uhereulosis, 
hnt, if the (»wm‘r ohjeet", onU with the authoiily <») the .Ministry’\ No 
one individual is authonse<l there t»» take away an animal or to slaughter 
if without the consent of th(‘ owmu. Who an* the local authorities so 
authorised y Not ever\ v»‘t»‘nnary assistant. “The local authorities 
responsilde foi eairwng out must oi the provisions eontaim*d in thi* orders 
of the Minister are the hoiough councils in borouglis with a poi)nlation in 
1881 of not less than lO.ddd. and elsewdiere tin* country eouneils, except 
in the eit\ of liondon, where the citN eor|>oration is the* local authority so 
far as imported animal.s are concerned for tlic wlndc county r)l l/ondon.” 
(Section Idot). page bl2.) 

Tlicn as rcgarals comi»ensutioii, then* in England slaughter is never 
carried out at the entire exp(‘n.se (d the ow’m*!’. L(‘t me n*ad section Idod. 
“Compensation is to la* paid to p(*rsons wlioso animals an* slaughtt'red for 
the common good. The raf(* \ari<*s aceoiding- to the di.seasc tor the j)n*\en- 
tion of whicli tlie animal was slauglit(*re(i and aceoiding to wlM*th(*r the 
animal wms actually affVi’ted with «hsease fu not. W'hen insurance is pay- 
able upon animals thus «.laughtered. the insurers ma> deduct tlo* amount 
of compensation rei-eived hy the owner before they make* tin* |)aymerit. 
Persons are liable to lose tin* w hob* or ]Lirt of the eompeiisaf ion if, in the 
opinion of the Minister or the local aiithonfy, th(*y have been gviilt> of an 
ofl(gnce against the Act or the animal in question, being an importe<l animal, 
was diseased at the time of its landing”. In section you find “(Com- 

pensation for animals slaughtered by the Ministry and also the (*xpenses 
of additional iiisjieetors and valuers enijiloyed for tlie purposes of eomiien- 
sation are paid out of an account kept at tf»e Rank of England eiilh*d “The 
(attle Pleuro-pneumoiiia Account for (Jreat Britain”. , 

You will find, therefore, that tin* provision for slaughter is not so 
ligbtbeartedly made as has been made by the Mini.stry liere wliifffi [>rof(*sses 
to have so much regard for the interests of le’iadfs and poor p(*asants, I 
‘‘ubmit tlierefore, when tliere^is no provision^ for compensafinn. nor any 
safeguard at all. (rovernment should agree to delete this sub-clause 
altogether. * 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYEP MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

As regards amendment Xo. -3, it is really consequential ^o amendment Nq/l. 
It includes both infected and affected by contact. Instead of the. word 
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“infective”, he has brought in “infected or affected by a contagious 
disease”. It is merely a repetition. AVhen the original amendment has 
been disallowed, this consequential amendment automatically tails, ine 
obiect id the Bill is to segregate and also to remove animals not only those 
whiidi are actually infected but also those which have come in contact with 
infectefl uniuiiils becauHe they nuiy develop the coutagion and they may be 
as injuriou.s and harmful to the animal lufpulation as the infected animals. 
So Sir there is no poiiit in having this amendment passed. 


A.s regaifls amendment No. 4, it seeks to substitute the word “segregate” 
in pbice of tlie word “remove”. As it is, it is intended to remove the 
animal infeeled to sueb plaee of “isolation <»r segregation”. Itemoval is for 
flegr<‘gati(»ij. So, there is no point in n^jieating that. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: There is 


The Hon’ble Khan. Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

For segregation, there i^ a separate clause, clause 4, which is explicitly 
for segregation. ll(‘re it is only segn‘gating them after removal from 
place of infection. If it is necessary that they should be ri*moved to some 
other place, then it will hv done. That is ‘the provision— not oiijy to 
8egregut(‘ tlu‘ animals in the house itselt but also to segregate them in some 
other idac(‘, if necessary. 

Am regards amendment No. o, it vmH be impossibh* to give (‘fleet to the 
provisions of tin* Hill it oiu* has to wait indetiiiitfdy tor finding out tin* name 
and address of the owium . When such a notice could not iiossibly be served, 
it is no use waiting for W(‘eks or months tf) find out the nam<* and address 
of tin? owiK’i'. So, it has b(*en ]>ut d<»wn that li it is iound that it is not 
pos.sihb‘ to find out the uaiiH* and address within a reasonable time without 
umlue d(‘lay, lie ina\ take action without such notice. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: (atib lifting is gom^ to be 

legalised. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

All 1 aws attempt at tin* greatest amount oi goixl to tlie laig(‘st number ot 
p(‘o|»b‘. At the cost of om* ot two nu'ii, we ina\ b(‘ sa\ii)g lli(‘ mitire village 
or the (‘iitiie union. 

As regards amendim'iit No. b, there may Ik- ditiicultN in ]>roviiig in a 
court ot law as to what is reasonable tiime We lia\(' made it mine (letinite. 
SomelHiilx must d<‘tf*rmine what is a riM.sonubb' turn*. llu* veterinary 
assistant ilealing with the cattle situation is the best iK‘rson to dett‘rinine 
what Is a reasonable turn* So, it lias heen left to the deeisum ot th(‘ 
vt'terinai’N assistant . 

As r(*gards anuMidnn'iit No. t tin* village afleett*d may be within o cubit 
oi auotber union. If it is necessary to segregate it 20 cubits beyond any 
union, it ought to be done. So we slionhl not be hedged round with a 
condition like (hat “within tin' 11111011 ’ . It is unnecessary and it might 
be unworkahle in certain ca.ses. 

Tlnm as regards the word “any” in amendment No. 8, it is considered 
by the hononfiibli' member to be redundant and altogether unneces.sary but 
it means ’ expenses, if any” incurred for the purpose. 

Then as r(‘gards amendment No. 0, no one would have been more glad 
than T if wo could pay c(Uupen.sation for killing animals which have been 
Buspe(‘ti‘d of contagious di^t'ase. Hut, Sir, as we are financially placed, 
W’e cannot all at once attempt to do what they have done in the advanced 
European countries after perhaps 100 years of progressive legislation. This 
is the first legislation we have in Bengal. Let us proceed and if we see 
after a time that a largo number of animals are being killed, then in that 
case we will certainly make provisions by bringing in an amending Act 
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by which we could pay compensation to the person whose animals are 
killed. Sir, Rome was not built in a day and we cannot imitate the 
European countries all at once. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, j>o far as amendment No. 9 
is concerned, it is a serious amendment. It requires more anxious 
consideration and should not be placed in such a thin house. It gives 
power to the Veterinary Assistant to slaughter an animal. 

Mr. .DEPUTY SPEAKER; The reply has alrpad\ been given by the 
Hon’ble Minister. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir. it is an important motion. 

Voting may be held over. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: From tliis side nobody spokt* in favour 
of the motion. So I in^ited the Hon’ble Ministei- to giv(‘ a repl>'. Now 
there is no^. scope for >ou to reop(*n the subject. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: We tmly remiest sou to hold 
over the division. Tlu' debate may be closed. At this late liour it will 
not be doing justice to tlie ( )])positi()n to ask them to divide in sueb a thin 
house. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Lid me come up to that motion and then 
I will considei. 

Till' motion of Kai Ilareiidta Nath t'haudhnn that in line ‘1, suh-elause 
(7) of clause S for tlu* ^^o^l “infeetivt*" tlu* wonls “infected or uft'ected by 
a contagious disease" lx* substituted was then put and lost. 

Tlu* motum of Uai Ilareiulia Nath (’haudhuri that in hiu* 1 of jiaragiaph 
(«) of sub-clause {}) to clause 8 lor the word “removt*" tlu* word “segregate” 
be substituted was then put and lost. 

The motion of ILii IIar(*ndra Nath ('haudhuri that in lines >\ and 4 of 
the proviso to clause 8(/t the lollowing word.s lie omitted, namely, “with- 
out undue delay, oi the <irder eannot be communicatiMl to liim without 
undue dela\" w.is tlien ))Ut aiul lost. 

The motion o( Hai Haia*iul!a Nath (’haudhuri tliat in liiu's (» and 7 of 
the proviso to clause H{/) ioi tlo* words “such tinu* as in tlu* opinion of the 
Vi*tt*riiiar\ Assistant is i(*asonahle” the words “reasonable tinu*” lx* substi- 
tuted \Nas then jiut and lost 

The motion of Hai ]lart*ndra Nath (’haiulliuri that in lim* 8 of tlu* provisif 
to clause 8(/) afti'r the word “segia^gation" tlx* words “within the union” 
be inserted was then jmt and lost. 

The motion of Rai llarendra Nath ('haudhuri that in line h of sub- 
clause (2) of clause 8 the word “any” be omitt(*<l was then jmt and lost. 

. Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir. with regard to amend- 
ment No. it is oui reijuest that tliis question slmuhl not be put tonight 
in this thin Rouse. * 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, it will lie a very liad precedent. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN; Sir, 1 submit it will be 
establishing a very bud jirecedeiit. The debate lias beeit cloM(‘d and the 
thing is going to be put to the Rouse. You will be making a very bad 
precedent. , 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURj; Sir, we are not asking you 
to discontinue the House before 7 or even 7--10. I would only n*quest you 
to put the motion to vote tomorrow. * 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER; I would have been very glad to accept your 
s'lggestion but my difficulty ig that at the time of* the digcu.ssion yoh did 
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not bring it to my notice. Nobody from tbe Opposition rose to speak on 
that motion, I invited the Hon’ble Minister to give a reply and he has 
given a reply. Well, I think there is no scope left to reopen that subject. 
If I postpone it till tomorrow, you will have no scope to speak on this 
motion. 

Rai HAREMDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: We do not want to speak 
further on this motion but we want to have a division on this motion and 
there are precedents to withhold a division till the next day. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I am sorry, I do not think it will be wise 
on my pait to postpone a part of the motions on a certain clause. 

T1m‘ motion of Rai Harendra Nath riiaudhiiri that sub-clause {^) of 
clause 8, be omitted was then put and lost. 


Tlic ([uestion that clause 8 stand part ot tlie 
agreed to. 

Clause .0. 

Rill 

was 

then 

¥ 

put 

and 

Th«‘ (pKvstion 
agreed to. 

that clause b stand part of the 

Clause Vl. 

Rill 

was 

then 

put 

and 

The question 
and agreed to. 

thiit clause 10 stand pari of 

Clause //. 

the 

Rill 

wa^ 

then 

put 

The question 
and agreed to. 

that clau.se 11 stand part 'of 

Clause 12, 

the 

Rill 

wa.v 

then 

put 

The (luestion 
and agrci'd to. 

that clause 1*2 stand part ol 

Clause 13. 

the 

Rill 

wa^. 

then 

put 

The question 
and agreed to. 

that clause Id stand part of 

(la use 14. 

the 

Rill 

was 

then 

put 

Tin* (luestion 

and agreed t/o. 

that clause 14 stand pari of 

Clause la. 

the 

Rill 

was 

then 

put 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sn. 1 beg to move that in 
line 1 of clause l»i the words ‘‘sells or” be omitted. 

Sir, clause 15 runs a.s folbovs: “Whoever sells or attempts to stdl or to 
transfer in any munn(*r to another ])erson any animal which he knows oi 
has reason to believe to lu* infective shall be jmnished with fine which may 
extend in the <ase of a first conviction to one hundred rupees and in the 
case <d a si'cond or subsequent conviction to five hundred rupees.’’ 

This is going to provide for punishment for sale or an attempt to sell 
even an infi'cted animal — may not be known to be infected — and not simply 
an animal actually sufteriiig from a contagious disease, but so called infec- 
tive animal, i.e., an animal which has been in contact with or in close 
proximity to an animal suffering from a contagious disease. You will find 
in the definition* that “infective'’ does not include simply infected animals 
but also animals suspected to have caught centagion being in close promiraity 
to an infected animal. Even for an attempt to sell such an animal — 
apparently healthy at the time of sale — a persoy may he fined up to Rs. 500. 

Now, Sir, in other countries in the matter of sale of animals it cannot 
he an offence on the part of the owner to .sell an infective animal at all. 
The principle of rarraf rrnpfor works there. It is the buyer on whom is 
cast the I'esponsibilitv of choosing the animal. It is the buyer who pur- 
chases at his risk. If, the animal is infected or diseased he will suffer for 
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t and not the seller. That is the law in Enjjland. I am qnotinff from 
jection J031 of Halshury’s Laws of England, Volume I, page 599: “On 
;he sale o'f an animal, whether suffering fixun an infectious or contagious 
lisease or not, the maxim caveat emptor applies; thus where a person sent 
liseased pigs t(^ market and refused to give any warranty, but stated that 
ihe animals must be taken “with all faults,” the House of Lords decided 
:hat he was not liable for the damage caused thereby, even if he knew that 
he pigs were diseased, unless he was guilty of fraud. A decdaration stat- 
ng that the defendant knowingly caused a glandered Inusi* to be sold by 
auction, whereby another horse of the puirha.ser was uftWted and died, 
vas held to disclose no cause of action." ^ 

Here we are going to ]H‘nalise a seller who may not even suspect that 
lis cattle is suffering from any contagious disease or any disease at all, 
it that stage tiie disease may be latent in the animal witlioiit any external 

nanifestation of it. The .seller ma> genuinely believe that his laittle is not 

luffering f/om any disease at all. The cattle mi^bt have been in proxi- 
nity to another cattle which probably was suffering from a disease, but 
he owner may be genuinely under tht‘ impression tliat it was not suffering 
rom any dis(*ase. Still, if it is found after the cattle is transfi*rred to the 
lands of the buyer that the cattle wa> iiifectiul, in that case the seller, 

‘oqtrary to the provision that (ditains in England and such other countri«*s, 

s going to be ])enalised. 1 submit. Sir, that this provision ought not to 
ind place in the Hill. I would ha\e proposed tin' (b'h'tion of tin* clause 
iltogether, but 1 have only suggested that only the w'ords “sells <»r*’ should 
)e omitted, so that if before the actual transfer takes place it is found that 
;he animal is suffering from an\ <liseas«‘ b‘f tin* ownei . the st*ller, be 
ienalis(*d, but, after the sale, if the animal dt'velops any disease In* should 
lot be jienalised but the los> and liability should he tin* buyer’s; but under 
dause 15 as it 'stands tin* selb*i is going to In* penalised even aftt*r the sale. 
Tence, I jiroposi* to omit the w’ords “sells or” so that fin* liuhilit\ of the 
leller will cease after sale. 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Mr, our (d)ject in jiroviding this section is that wc want to stop sales not 
mly of infccti-d animals but also sub*s wf animals whicli have come in 
■ontact with animals whicli have been infected actually. bt‘cause unless we 
•an prevent sales of such animals wc cannot prev(*nt spread of contagious 
liseases; and wliatever may be the law in other cou!itri<*s it is absolutely 
lecessarv — it is commonsense — that wa* should prevent p(*rsons from selling 
luch animals wdiich have come in close contact with oi in close proximity 
o infected animals, and thereby pn*vent spreading tlo* contagion. A 
lerson intending to sell an infected animal knowing it to he infected musi 
le stojijied, and with that (dijeet in view \\v ha\e made this provision, and 
think it is very good. 


• The motion of Kai Hareiidra Nath f'hau<lhuri that in line 1 of elanse 15 
be words “s(*lJs or” he omitted, was then put and lost,* 


The (juestion 
agreed to. 

that c 

lau.^e 15 

1 stand part of 

the 

Hill 

was 

then 

put 

and 




Clause W. 



» 




The question 
ind agreed to. 

that 

clause 

lb stuml iiart 

of 

the 

Hill 

was 

then 

put 



# 

Clause 17 . 







The question 
ind agreed to. 

that 

clause 

17 .stand ]»art 

of 

the 

• 

Hill 

was 

t hen 

put 




* Clause IS. 







The question 
i&d agreed to. 

that 

clause 

18 stand part 

of 

tl^ 

Bill 

was 

them 

put 
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Clause 19. 

Rai HAREHDRA NATH CHAUOHURi: Sir, 1 propo/^e that the 
clause should not be agreed to or acc^epted by the House at all. The clause 
makes certai/i oft'ences under the Act warrant cases. Why should they be 
warrant cases at all?, Prosecution can be launched against the offenders 
and they inay be summoned. Why should not the veterinary assistant wait 
for bringing the offenders to the law court by the ordinary summons 
pKJcesse.s? Why warrants need be issued in the cases contemplated? 


The question that clause 
and agreed to. ^ 

19 stand part 

Clause 20. 

of 

the 

Bill 

wa.s 

then 

put 

The question 
and agreed to. 

that 

clau.se 

29 stand part 

(Jlausc 21. 

of 

the 

Bill 

was 

• 

then 

put 

The question 
and agreed to. 

that 

(‘lause 

21 stand part 

Clause 22. 

of 

the 

Bill 

was 

then 

put 

The question 
and agreed to. 

that 

clause 

22 stand part 

Clause 23. 

of 

the 

Bill 

was 

then 

put 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUOHURI: Sir. I beg forMially io move 
that in line d of (‘lause 2d the words “or intended to be done” be omitted. 

Sir, it gives too much protection. 

The motion was then put and lost. 

The (luestion that clause 2d stand part of tin- Pill was then put 
and agreed to. 

('hi use 24. 

The question that clause 24 stand part of tlie Hill was then put 
and agreed to. 

/Vco mhh'. 

The question that the IVeumble stand part of the Hill wa'^ then put 
and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Sir, I beg to move that the Hengal Disease.s ot Animals Hill. I!t44. as settled 
in the Assembly be passed. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourmul at 7-d.'> p.m. till 4 i>.ni. on Thursday, 
the 2drd November, 1944, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcultu, on Thursday, the 
2Brd NoTember, 1944, at 4 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Sykd Nausiieb Ali) in the Chair, 
9 Hon’ble Ministers and 192 members. 

Non-ciroulation of Questions and Answers. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, we find today that 
there has ^een no circulation of any questi(»ns for the day. Is it because 
of the strike in the Bengal Government Tress y * 

Mr. 8PEAKER: No. there are a large number of (|uestions still remain- 
ing. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Mr. Siieaker, 1 think it was understood 
and an assurance was given that (luestions left over would lx* recin'ulated. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 do not think so. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Appointment of doctors for emergency hospitals. 

•28. Mr. ABUL H088AIN AHMED: ui) Will the Hnn’ble Minister in 
charge of the Ihiblic Health and Uxal Self-G<»vernmenl Department be 
pleased to state — 

(0 the numher of d(x lors recently appointed lor emergency hoHpilala 
tliroughout the J’rovince; and 

(u) tin* numher of them that arc (1) ]lin<lus, (2) Muslims and 
(3) Scheduhxl (’astes? 

(h) Is it a fact that inexjx*! ieiiced fhx’tors have been appointed in pre- 
ference to (*x]x^rieiM-cd d(tctors serving in the bxal iMKliesy 

, (r) If so, what ste])s df) the Govemnjent pnipose to lake in the matter? 

(d) Will the Ilon’ble Minister he pleased t(> state— , 

(i) the present nunil>er of Health As.si.stants si)eeially apiKjiuted by the 
Government for epidemic work; and 

(n) the number of them that are (1) Muslims, (2) ^Hiiidu.s and (3) 
Scheduled Castes ? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahadur Mauivi Jalaluddin Ahmad): (a) A, statement is laid on the Table. 

(b) No. 

(c) None. 

(d}(i} 967. 

(n)(l) Muslims 488, (2) Caste Hindus 334 and (3; Sclie<liiled Coates 12^. 
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Skiietneni referred to in clause (a) to starred question No. 28. 


Name of difltnet. 

Doctor 

appointed. 

Hinduii. 

Muslims. 

Scheduled 

C^astes. 

1. Hurdwan 

2 

1 


1 

2. ('iuitmioufi 

41 

23 

16 

2 





(Buddhists). 

3. f’oinilln 

la 

17 

2 


4. Furidpur 

11 

10 

1 


f). Dfloea 

39 

36 

2 

1 

e. Howrali 

9 

0 



7. Midnapore 

39 

37 

1 

1 





(Indian 





Christian). 

8. MurHhidabad 

19 

16 

3 


9. Mymori«inj?h 

13 

10 

3 


!0. 24-Par|[fanaH , 

12 

12 



11. Noakhali 

7 

3 

4 


12. Harif?pur 

8 

« 



13. Hankura 

3 

2 


1 

14. Birbhum 

o 

2 



Ifi. Ilarmal 

' 8 

(i 

1 

1 

10. Boprra 

1 

1 



17. Darjoclin^ 


No Doctor. 


18. Dinajpur 

4 

3 

1 


19. .Talpaij?uri 

1 

1 

, 


20. Hooj?hly 

5 

3 



21. .TesHore 

4 

4 



22. Khulna 

2 

2 



23. Malda 


No Doctor. 


24. Nadia 

4 

3 

] 


23. Pabiia 

« 

o 

1 


20. RajNbahi 

1 

1 




260 

217 

36 

7 


Rai Sahib MONOMOHAN DAS: AVit}) referoncM' to unswor (r/), where 
the iiuinher of dortorH from tlie Scheduled Custe.s is ])ru(‘tically nil, will the 
Hon'hle Minister be pleased to state the reason tliereoty 


Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: There* vere no suitable caudi* 
<lates. 

Rai Sahib MONOMOHAN DAS: AVill the ilon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state* if the (Government made any attempt to gne wide publicity se> that 
a gooel number of candidates might apply? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: (iovernme*nt did met make any 
particular attempt to tinel out Sediediiled ('aste candidates but apjilications 
were culled feir. 

Babu MADHUSUDAN SARKAR: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state how many Scheduled Caste candidates applied for respective 
posts for doctors, and health assistants? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Government is not aware of 
any case of Scheduled Castes being overlooked. 

Babu MADHUSUDAN SARKAR; Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state the basis on which he says that suitable candidates from the 
Scheduled Castes were not available? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: .Government did not receive any 
complaint from any Scheduled Caste candidate that his case had been 
overlooked. 
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8J. NARENORA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state why no dwtor was appointed in Dinajpur and Malda 
districts ? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: 1 want nutioe. 

Mr. ABUL HOSAIN AHMED: Will the Ihm'hh Minister be pleased to 
state whether these appointments were made ioealls, and if so, by whomP 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: The ('i\il Surgeon made all 

these ajipointments. 

Mr. ABUL HOSAIN AHMED: Will the llon’hle Minister be pleased to 
issue iustriietions to tlie ('ivil Surgeons through the Head of the Dopartment 
to ask District Hoard Chairmen a.s well a^ Secwetarv, District Muslim League, 
for Muslim candidates while making tiiese appoint meiitsP 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: The suggestion ol the honour- 
able menifier will receive consideration of the (iofernment 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Ansing out ot the last (piestion, 
will the Hon’lde Minister be pleased to eonsiiler tin* (h'sirahilit y of consult- 
ing not only the Secretary ot the Muslmi League liut all representatives of 
all oiganisat ions including M.L.C’s and M.L.A's. 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: T he suggestion will have due 
consideration of (rovernineiit. 

Condition of High Schools in Calcutta. 

*29. Mr. P. BANERJI: (^/) Will th<‘ Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Edueution Depaitmeiit he pleas<‘d to la\ on the Table a statement showing 
with reg’ipd to High S< hooK (aided an<l unaided) in Calcutta, for tlie period 

1941-42— 

(/) the total number of schools which have ceased to function; 

(//*) the total iinmlHM (d fall in tlie roll strcngtii of Htndeiits; 

{ill) the total amount ot tall in the irn(unc of schools; 

{ir) the total nuiiihiM ol teaiheis who were thrown out of employment; 
and 

(r) the total amount withdiaw'ii from the Heserve 1‘ und of SihoolsP 

(h) Will th(' Hon’hle Minister he jdeased to state whidher inufasHaJ 
schcxds ha\e been haid hit owing to ahnorma] increase in prices of foodstuflfB 
afftH'tiiig ])ayment of tuition fees on which tliese s( hools mainly dejxuid for 
their existence!" 

{(') If so, will the Hon'bh* Ministei he pleasCMl t(^ slate whidher anv 
financial helji lias been Tendeied, or is ]»roj>os<‘d to f»e lendered to bigli 
schools, botfi in ('aleiitta and in the mufassalP 

' Khan Sahib Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED (on behalf of the Hon’ble 
Mr. TamiZUddin Khan): If/Ii/) Accurate figures are no! available as schools 
were closed from Jaiiuaiw to March, J942, by the order of the University 
pending adoption of jiroteetive ineasnn's hut in duly, 1942, sixty-six schools 
were not functioning. 

{it) 22,022 in Augnist, 1942. 

(17/ ) Ks.l,2d.(MM) during financial year 1941-42. 

(ir) 610 . 

(r)* Hs. 8*4,000 apjuoximafely up to Sejdeiil}>er, 1942. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) Goyeniment have sanctioned a scheme for some financial assiatanca 

to meritorious and jjoor students of se’iondary schools for meeting their 

educational expenses. ‘ * • 



m QUESTIONS. [23bd Nav.. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what 
is the amount involved in the scheme just sanctioned? 

Khan Sahib Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: For schools and colleges 
Rs. M lakhs for three months, Rs. 1 lakh for each month, and so far as the 
schools are concerned Rs. .‘h3,()00 per month. ^ 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state why 
tile teachers have been ignored? 

Khan Sahib Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: The teachers have been 
given dearness allowance at the rate of Rs. o per month. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Is the dearness allovsance still continued or was it 
given in lump for the time being? 

Khan Sahib Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: It is being continued 
now. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reie rence to answer (r), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the scheme in (juestion has 
been published? 

Khan Sahib Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Yes, it was duly pub- 
lished in papers. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: In which pa])er please? 

Khan Sahib Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: I rtinembcr to have seen 
jt in some papers; 1 do not remember exactly m which pajnM'. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the ilon'ble Minister be pleased to 
consider the desirability of laying a copy of the scheme on the Library 
Table? ‘ ^ 

Khan Sahib Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: If the members desire 
it cun be done. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Will the llon'bb* Minister be ])leased to state 
whether arrangements have been made* for the* education cd l?L\(M)() jmpils 
who ha\e appareiitlN left school according to rt'jdy (oM/i)? 

Khan Sahib Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: It was onl\ a temporary 
measure during the period of ])anie when schools were elostal down — only for 
three months, January to March — and after the schools reopened many of 
the stmlents came back and the scdiooU also reo]>ened. 

Si. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: AVitli leteienre to answer 
w’ill the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state the number of sidiools 
that are functioning? We g^et that ofj sehooK wa-re not funetioning in July, 

m2. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: 1 want notice, but I can 
tell my honourable friend that in July. ItMl, i.v., the previous year 171 
schools were funetioning ineluding 17 Euroj)ean schools. 

Trade disputes. 

•as. Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: ya) AVill the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of ( ommeree. Labour and Industries Department be pleased to lay 
on the Table, a statement rhowing — 

(iJ the numln^r of trade disputes in 1943; 

(n) the total huiuIhm' of w'orkers involved in the trade disputes; 

(til) the numl^er of trade disjmtes handled by the Labour Commissioner; 
' (iv) the numl>er of trade disputes settled aiuieahly by the Labour Com- 

. missioxier; 

(u) the number of ^rade disputes that led to strikes or stoppage of work; 
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(vi) the total aumber of workers involved in these strikes or stoppage 
of work; 

the total number of working days lost due to strikes in 1943; and 
(viii) the total numl>er of working days lost due to lock-out or closing of 
factories !)v emjdoyers ? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister lie jdeased to statt' — 

(i) how many of the total trade disputes were due to demand for ade- 
quate dearness allowance; and 

(ii) what rates of dearness allowance were lecoinmended by the Labour 
Commissioner? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMERCE, LABOUR and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. K. Shahabuddin): 



Strikes and 

Individual 

Total. 

• 

lock-outs. 

disputes. 


(•) 

2ir> 

1,221 

1 ,436 

(ii) 

171.047 

363.477 

534,524 

(in) 

132 

1,221 

1,353 

(iv) 

127 

*457 

854 

(0) 

210 


215 

(vi) 

171.047 


171,047 

(vii) 

r)()0.t»4() 


500,646 

(viii) 

13,850 


13,850 

(b) (i) 

142 

131 

273 


(ii) No standard rat<' was ircomiueiided by th(‘ Labour Commissioner. 
In cases in v^liicli lie did niak(‘ recommendations, tlie rates (b‘pended on the 
peculiar feature of ea(di c:^^e 

Sj. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: There uch LM > disputes of 
which 127 were aini(abl\ settled. AV'ill the llon’hle Ministcj’ Im‘ pleased 
to state wliat was tin- late of the other disjmtfvs? 

The Hon’ble Mr. K, SHAHABUDDIN: I ask tor notii'e. 


♦Ill addition to 457 diRpvilOh umior (Miluinn 2, 7t4 dwputoH w»r<' alM» eurjiiinid int«> and th« 
workers coiiUl not prove their cases. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Babu Suresh Chandra Das Gupta, a security prisoner. 

11. Mr. J. N. Gupta: (//> Mill tlo* llfm Me Mmistei in charge of tlie 
Home Departnieni he pleased to state whetluM the tiovernment have receiveil 
any menioiinl from the wife of securit\ pii'-onei Habu'Suresli Chandra Das 
Oupta praying for increasing the allowance? 

(If) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’hle Ministi^r he 
pleased to state whether arn action has been taken on tlie^meniorial ? 

(c) Will tb<‘ Hou’ble Minister he pleased to state whether it is a fact that 
security prisoner Balm Sui(‘h1i f'l^ndra J)a> Ciipta is confined to bed on 
account of illness? • ^ 

ifj) It the answer to (s) is in the affinpat ive, will the Ifon’hle Minister 
be ])leased to state wlial i- the present ''late of lieal^h of Siiresh Babu? 

(c) Will the TIon’ble Minister be pleasefl to state whether Suresh Babu’*s 
case is being examined by the (ioverpmeni for release? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; (rr; •Yes 
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(b) The allowance was increased to Rs.75 per month and the prisoner has 
since been released. 

(c) to (e) Do not arise. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the number of dependants of Babu Suresh fhandra Das Gupta'' 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 ask for notice. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will theVHon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the additional allowance that was <(rafitedi^ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: lls. 50 per month. 

Family allowance to security prisoner 8J. Couri Ben. 

12. Mr. KAMAL KftiBHNA ROY: (o) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department aware — 

(/) that Sj. (iouri Sen of Murshidabud district, kept in detention as 
security prisoner since the 24th March, 1942, made several peti- 
tions for adequate family allowance for his dependants consisting 
of his widow-mother, a minor brotlier and an unmarried sister; 
and * 

(ii) that the said security prisoner besides maintaining his family 
members used to meet other monetarx obligations such as instal- 
ments of Bank dues, dues for their mortgaged house and taxes 
for land and such other things? 

(h) If the answer to (n){i) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason for not sanctioning adequate allowance for his 
family members? 

(c) If the answer to is in the negative, do the Government pro- 

pose to en(|uire into the matter? 

(d) If the answer to (^)(/0 is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirubilitx of taking into account these tacts while sanc- 
tioning the allow'anoe? 

(e) ]f the answer to {(i)(ii) is in the negative, do the Government pro- 
pose to enquire into the matter before sanctioning the allowance? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: (a){n Yes 

(n) and (c) No. 

{h) An allowance of Ils.lo per month has been sanctioned for the mother 
of the security prisoner from 1st April, 1943, who has since been released. 

(c) and (d) Do not arise. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
(t'o siM why tht‘ minor brother and the unmarried sister wore not taken into 
consideration while granting allowance? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice 

% 

Mr. N(^HITHA NATH 'KUNDU:. In view of the answer just now 
given that he does not know how this allowance* was calculated, does the 
Hon’ble Minister think it desirable to look into the matter and to revise 
the allowance, so that his minor brother and unmarried sister who are his 
dependants may also get some allowance? 

Khapi Ba h adur MOHAMMED ALI: The prisoner has been released. 
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Persons detained under rule 26 of the Defence of Indie Rules. 

13. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA GANCULh Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state the present number 
and names of the prisoners detained under rule 2t> of the Defence of India 
Btiles — 

(а) in respect of whom orders for detention under rule 2G were issued 

forthwith on the recommendation of the police pending receipt of 
further and detailed materials from the p(»lice; 

(б) in respect of wliom His Excellency the (jovernor of Bengal has been 

personally satisfied before the order of detention was passed; and 
(c) in respe(‘t of whom His Excellency the Governor of Bengal has not 
been personally satisfied before the order was passed ^ 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: 1 am not jircpared to give 
the names and particulars asked for in the public interest. But I am 
prepared to state that no one is now under deUuition, in whose case His 
Excellency*lias not be(‘ii personally satisfied as to necessity for detention. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us, if he is so prepared, the number of prisoners detained 
under the Ordinance? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; The num]»er of prisoners detained 
under the Ordinance on Tlh November, KM 4, was l,2.Sh. 

Alleged differential treatment of classified, unclassified and security prisoners 

in ilail Hospitals. 

14. Mr. RADHANATH DAS: {n) Will the Hon hie M mister in (thiirgo 
of the Home Departiiient he ph'ased to state - 

(i) whether in -lail Hospitals elassified, unela.ssitied and seeurity 

prisoners are treated (lifl’ereiitialiy aeeording to tlieir elassifica- 
tion; 

{ii} whether in the Alipore ( Vntral Jail Hosjiital seeuriiy prisoners are 
treated for dental diseases by expert diuitisfs; anti ^ 

(ni) whether in case ot other prisoners sueli treat imuit for dental diseases 
is available? 

(h) Is tlie Hon’hle Minist(‘r also aware — 

(i) that division III jirisoners coming to tin* hospital tor oliscrvation do 
not get an\ thing exct'pf barley water in (he afternoon; 

(ii) that tlie elassified prisoners generally get extra milk, sugar, etc., 

under the similar cireuinstanees ; and 
(til) that under the same condition of diseases the extra allowance of diet 
on medical ground given to the classified j)ri,sonerH is not given to 
the division III prisoners? 

. The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: toU/) No. 

(ii) Yes. , 

(iti) Yes, hut they are sent to Hie Dental Depaitment of the Medical 
College Ilo.spitals, if required. 

(h) No. 

Detention of certain security prisoners. 

15. Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT MAZUMDAR: With refennee to the 
reply given to starred question No. ol on 2t)th Sepfcniher, KMd, will the 
Hon’bie Minister in charge the Home Department he pleased to state 
under what authority of law those prisoners are now htdng detained? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: These prisoners are now 
being detained under the authority of the Itestriction arul Detention 
Ordinance, 1944 (Ordinance 111, 1944). 
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Aoqulrtmiiit of Imli in YillagBo Shiipiir and M«Jiiai|ifir in pofioo. 
station Feni. 

16« Maulvi MDt IBRAHIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Revenue Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the 
lands in villages Shibpur and Majlisipur within Feni police-station, in the 
district of Noakhali, have been acquired for landing purposes in Feni Cross 
aerodrome ? 

(h) Is it a fact that many applications have been filed before the Sub- 
divisional Officer drawing his attention to the fart that wrong persona in 
collusion with some officers of the Evacuation Office have drawn money — 
while the actual ow ners of the lands have l)e(‘n deprived ? 

(c) Have the (lovernment taken any steps in this direction to stop the 
corru])tion ? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea): It is regretted that this informu^ion cannot 
be 8U])plied in the interests of security. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’lde Minister \ye 
pleased to state whether any lands in villages {shibpur and Majlisipur were 
requisitioned under s(‘ction ToA of the Defence of India Rules y 

The Hon’blo Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; AVill the lloii'hle Minister be 
pleased to slate if with regaid to the lands that have l)e«*ii nHjuisitionod 
under section ToA of the i)etc*nce of India Holes th(*i'(‘ liavc h(*e>i anv coin- 
plaiyts us laid d(»wn in < lausc (h)? 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; ()nly om* complaint 
was received hoin one Ali Meu of North Shihpiij-. which wa-^ filed on the 
22nd April, HM4. This was first empiired into h\ the Suhdi\ isional Officer 
on tlM‘ spot and more (hMaih'd emiuiiy was suh.>e(|m‘nt lield No otliei 
complaints ha\e hemi receiv(‘d. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon hie Mlni^tm he 
pleased to stat(‘ if tlie actual owners who were dej>nved ha\e heen jiaid tlieii 
(’omjiensation 'i 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; ( ompen aimn has been 

paid to the actual owners. 

Number of Muslim OfRoers, Head Assistants and elerks in the Board of 

Revenue. 

17. Mr. SHAH 8YED COLAM 8ARWAR H08AINI: Will the Hon hie 

Minister in charge of the Rcvtmue Department he pleased to state 

(1) how many ol the otiicaus including the Head Assistants (d the Board 

of Revenue, Bengal, were Muslims during the last 15 years; 

(2) how many Upper Division clerks— («) permanent, (/A temporary 

and otheiating are there at present in that otlice; 

(d) how many of them Muslims, [h) Hindus, and (c) Seheduled 

('asto.s; and 

(4) how' many of thenf are on extension and why? 

The Hofi’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: (D Nil. 

(2) (o) 10 and (hi d. 

(d) (a) d. {b) 10 and (c) nil. 

(4) Nil. 
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Apfioifitment of Distriol Hiolth Oflioor, PaiNMu 

18. Mr. MD. ABDUR RA8HEED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Public Ileulth and liocal Self-doverniuent Department be 
pleased to state whether it is a tact — 

(?) that the Comiiiissiouer of the Kajshuhi Division has refused .to accord 
his approval to tlie appointment of tlie District Health Officer, 
ihtbna ; 

{in that he has called upon the District Board to rc-advertise the post; 
and 

(ni) that the (’oinnnssioncr hu'' not stated the reasons in so refusing’ the 
a]>proval 'r 

(/;) It the ansucr to i<i) is in the athrmative, will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state tiu* reasons lloM'eforV 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: [a) 

\ CS . 41 , 

(//) The (’oininissi(»ni‘r was satisfied on n‘])orts received by him that the 
work (d the Health (Mticei was not sat istaelorv and that he was otherwise 
unsuitable for the ])ost 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD i8RAIL: With reterenee to unsw(>r [h), will the 
Hon'ble Minister be pleast‘d to state whether there was a report by the 
Militaix Health Officer for Pahna and Kajshahi as fo the suitability anih 
also the eoinjieteiiee of this Health Oftieery 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Yes, he reported that the work 
of the Health Officer has hefoi sufisfaetory. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon'ble Minister lie jilensed 
to state wlu‘thei tlieie wa^ a report h\ the Assistant Direetor of Public 
Health, Kajslialii Divi'^ien, that the work of the Health Officer of Pubnii 
has been saiisfaetory ? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Yes 

Appointment of District Health Officer, Pabiuu 

19. Mauivi AZHAR ALI: (//) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Public Health and Loeal Sell-Oo\enimeiit Department Ix^ jileased to state 
whether the jxisl ot District Health <3ffieer of l^ahnu has been fiermanently 
filled upy 

(h) Is it a fact — 

(?) that the District Hoard appointed one Health (Hficer permanently 
only a few mouths ago; 

{li) that he has been wroking without any complaints; and 
, (???) that the said apjiointmeni has not yet lieen approved by Govern- 
ment? , 

(c) If the answer to {h) is in the affirmative, will tio* HoiPble Minister he 
pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi ilALALUDDIN AHMAD: (??) and 
{h){l) On tlie 29t}i January, HOd, the District Hoard of lAihnu pasned a 
resolution appointing a Health Officer. 

(ii) No; report.s were received by the ('omniissioner that the work of thc^ 
Health. Officer was not satisfactory. 

(??i) Government have delegated their power of approval under proviso 
(1) to section dd(/) ot the I/oiai Self-Government Act to Divisional Com- 
missioners. In exercise of the delegated power the Commissioner dip not 
ajiprove the appointment. * 

10 
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(c) The Commissioner was satisfied on re))ort received by him that the 
work of the Health Officer was unsatisfactory and that he was otherwise 
unsuitable for the post. 

Number of employees in Jute Regulation Deportment 
20. Mauivi MD. ABDUL HAKIM VIKRAMPURI: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charf^e of the Ai^riculture Department be pleased to lay on the 
Table a statement showing — 

(a) the present total number of employees (excepting menials) in the 
Department of the Jute Regulation ; and 
(h) the present number of vacancies in the grade of the following 
officers, namely, — 

(1) Deputy Controller, 

(2) Assistant Controllers, 

(3) Chief Inspectors, 

(4) Inspectors-in-charge, 

(61 Inspefitors, 

(6) Assistant Inspectors, 

(7) Propaganda Officers, 

(8) Propaganda Assistants, 

(9) Primary Licensing Assistants, 

(10) Clerks, in the head office at Survey Buildings, Alipore, 

(11) Clerks in the districts, 

(12) ('amp Assistants? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muaizamuddin Hosain): (</) 8,400. 

(b) (1) Nil. 

( 2 ) 2 . 

15 ! 1 . 1 , 

( 6 ) 8 . 

(0) and (71 107. 

(8) and (9) 113. 

(10) Nil. 

(11) Nil. 

(12) 61. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Aooommodation in Alipore Central Jail Hospital. 

•31. Mir. RADHANATH DAS: ui) Will the llon'ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be jdea.sed to state wlietber at present there 
has been an increase in jail iwpulation in the Alijwre Central Jail? 

(b) If so, will the llou’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) whether there has L'en a proportionate increase in the e-\i)enditure 
in medicines ; 

(;f) whether accommodation for more jmtients has been arranged in 
the Aliimre Central Jail; and 
(tit) whether the caimcity of the Jail Hospital is 100; 

(tv) whether j>atients .numl>ering al>out 250 have l>een accommodated; 
and 

(v) whether the patients 'are suffering for^this? 

Khm talMdur taOHAMMED ALI (on boholf of tho HonWo Khwola 

Mr N«iiiiiiNMin>i (a) No. 

(b) Does not 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hoa'ble Miuister be pleased 
to state what is the total accommodation of prisoners in the Alipore Central 
jail and what has been the maximum number of prisoners kept in the jail 
on one day during last yearP 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The registered accoinmodatian i» 
for l,d77 prisoners. So fur as this (juesti<»n is concerned, there has not 
been any recent iiunease, but the number of prisoner.s in the Alipore Jail 
is more than the !c;ai‘'tered number. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether there aic any unregistered or I'xtra beds provided in the 
Ali])ore Jail hospitals 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The maximum uumher of bed» 
provided in tlie Alipore Jail hospital is 104 and the maximum aecominoda- 
lion available in the jail is for 1.077 persons. 

Dr. ADDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will tln^ lion'hle Minister be 

pleased to state if he is :iware that when there is an increase in the numlier 
of patients extra beds aic put in this hospital hall? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That (juestion a]>]di(‘s to jail. The 
honourable member asked alxuit a(*e(»mmodation in the hospital where there 
are 104 beds. ])r. Sauyal is asking wJiat is the acecunmodation in the jail 
whereas youi ((uestion rtdates to aeeommodalion in tin* liospital. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8AYAL: Will the lloiride Mini.<.ter he pleasinf 
to state when this (piestion was received and when the ansuer thereto was. 
ready ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 think in Se])teml)er, ]04d. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 4’his (juestion ua.s rei'cived on the 14th Sejitemher, 
C)4‘t. and the aiiswci \sa** received on the I7t}i August, 1044. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: With reference to the (jU(‘stion whothor 
at jiresent there has been an\’ inereasi* in jail population in the Alipore- 
Central Jail, will tlie ilon'lib* Minister he pleased to state if he is aware 
that the period referred to theiein is September, 194d? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir. And the answer als® 

applie.s to that period. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: When the answer uas given it wa» 
October, 1944. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; No, it Auuiist, 1914. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: What was the j»>sition in September.. 
1944. when the (jue^tion wa^ actmillv icceived in tlie Dejiartment ? 

* Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have al really ‘Stated that the 
number of prisoner^ in Alipore Central Jail i-, in exce.ss ol the accommoda- 
tion registered. That has been .so for a number of years. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the IloiChle Miuister he pleased 
to state what wa.s the number then — in September, 1944? * 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. SPEAKER: To all t1ie.se Ijuesfions \on must fix u date, otlieiwis*- it 
becomes difficult. * • 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what is the maximum number of patients treated in the Alipore 
Central Jail in any one day in the current year? 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The average number of patients 
treated is 70*(i and the maximum that was reached on one day is 90, and the 
capacity is 104 beds. 

Mr. RADHANATH OA8: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state 
wdiai \siiv the nujiilao- of luasoiieis ni th(‘ two wards where under-trial 
pri solicit are kept? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want n tbe 

8). NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Will ih Hon ble Minister be 

pleased to .-.tale how a(*connno<lation is made available for extra jirisoners 
who are put in jail? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Au.m^enient.-^ are then* to acconi- 
iiiodiile (“vcess number of prisoners. 

8j. NARENDRA NATH DAB GUPTA: What are the airangements 
made ? 

• f 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I) u)u \\..nt details. I vonld a^k 

toi’ notice. 

Mr. SPEAKER: d’hat is too vaL^ue a qu(‘stion. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference !(» answer u/pr), is the 
Hon ble Ministei aware that tin* security j)ri''niicr, Madan (n»pal Joshi, was 
h'A accommodated in the jail hospital on the ground that there was no 
accomnimlat ion available? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: (Jo\cinnicnt’s information is 
otherwise. As I ha\(‘ alieadv state<]. the niaxirnuni ca])acit\ is and the 
maximum number of prrsoners in iht* hosjutal on one da\ was 9t). 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mill the Hon’blc Ministt'r’ be pleased 
to stall' if it is a fact that there is a s\stem ot segregation in tin* jail liospi- 
tal so that prisoners of ditterent classes ma\ not be kept in the same i-ooin 
or same ward thereb\ ri'diii'ing the eajramty <d tin' jail hosjutal? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: i ask tor notice 

ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Mill the Hon ble Minister bt' Jileased to 
state wlit'thei’ he is aware that tin* experienee ot non-official visitors is that 
pfvrfde arc huddled together in one room? 

_ Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Government have no such 
infoimation. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hou’ble Minister be jileased 
to state why was it that Sj. Madan iGopal Joshi could not be accommodated 
in the jail hospital? 

. Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: How .Ws Mudun GopalJoshi come 

in liere. Sir? • 

Mr. SPEAKER: You may md answer that question if you do not 
know. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, lie answered the question two 
minutes ago. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, 1 did not 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Do you know that he died in the ward 
and not in the jail hospital? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; I ask for notice. 
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Family aliowafioa of 8j. Priya Ranjaii Oas Gupta, a aaourity priaofitr. 

•32. Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT MAZUMDAR: {a) With reference to 
the reply to starred question No. 84, is the lion’ble Minister in charge of 
the Home (Jails) Department aware — 

(?) that Sj. Priya Ihanjan Ihis Giiptn, prior to his arrest and detention 
on the oth DeceniWr, 1941, was living in Calcutta with his 
widowed old mother who was dependent on him; 

(it) that of the other members of his familv , hi.s onlv other brother is 
a village school master w’ith a small income aiul has his own wife 
and children to maintain; 

(ill) that his uncle, who is on war service, has his own family consisting 
of his wife, two grown-up unman ied daughters and a sou of 
school-going age; 

(ifv) that the uncle’s remittance of Hs.lOO on^ per mensem is solely 
absorbed for the purpose of maintenance of his own family and 
for ex]>enses of education of his children, marriage of hif 
daughters and for piovision of medical ti<‘atnn'nl. etc., in the 
event ot illness and other emergency; 

(?*) that the mother who was solely dcpfuidenl on the security prisoner 
IS j>assing through ical hardship and is loft without any resourt'en 
of her o\N n as a lesult <d the detention of h«‘r sou; and 

(ri) that th(‘ mothei oi Sj. Das (iupta was granted a monthly main- 
tenance allowanci* b\ ( iov('rnment <iuring his previous |>eriod of 
<l(‘(erinon IkMuccu 19'ld and Pt'hsy 

(h) If tlic answer to <//) is m tlic atlirmatiNc, is the llon’ble Minister 
considt'nng tin’ desirability ot K'considering the <]ueslion and granting an 
adequate family allowance to the mother of Sj. j)as (hijitiir' 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Hazimuddin): <??) u), i??) ami i?*?) Yes. 

(in) Yes. Put the prisoiuT’s mother and sistei arc ie|MU‘t(*d (o he living 
ill the same joint tamily with the wife ami children of iiis uiich*. 

(zr) It is reiKirted that the uncle remits IN. ISO ])(M’ month out of which 
Ks.dO is eaimaiked for the family and tlic halancc is kcj>t dcjxisitiHl for the 
marriage expenses of liis daughters. 

(v) A family allowuio'c of Hs.P) per month has Ihxmi sanctioned by 
(}overnment to the prisoner’s mother with ctVect fioin 1st Apj'il, 1943. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Ifon'ldc .Minister be ]dcasml 
to state wlicii the im*tlici of this jirisonei apjdiril loi this allowance and 
when was it granted? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The allowance was sanctioned !»v 
the present Ministry. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will tiic IIonTde Minister he 
pleased to state when was the ap|)licatinn toi allowance Made and wlooi 
was it granted? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice, but 1 may stata 
that the allowance granted ^o the mother during the prisoner’s previous 
detention was Ifs 10 only per month. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Will the Hou’ble Minister he pieced « 
to state if that was the maximum alhiwance that Sir Nazimuddin fixed 
when he wa.s Minister ])reviously? 

(No answer.) 
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Withholdlfig of oortajfi latter and talagram by the Intalligaiioe Bianeh. 

•33. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA GANCULI: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether a 
telegram, dated the 29th December, 1943, and a letter, dated the 30th 
December, 1943, sent by Mr. Pratul Chandra Ganguli, m.l.a., a State 
prisoner, to Mr. Surat Chandra Bose, Leader of the Congress Parlia- 

mentary Party in the Bengal Legislative Assembly, now detained in Conoor, 
Madras, condoling the death of his mother, have been withheld by the 
Intelligence Branch of the Government of Bengal? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hou’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

(c) Is the Ilon’ble Minister considering the desirability of passing those 
letter and telegram of condolence to Mr, Surat Chandra Bose? 

MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’l|le Khwaja 

NazifllUddin)! (ci) les, but the letter was dated the 29tli December, 
194^1, and not the 30th December, 1943. 

(jj) Lnder the principles laid down by the Governmenl of India, corres- 
pojideiice betw’ecn security prisoner^ detained in diitVrent pro\inct*‘i is not 
permissible. 

{(') No. 


Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With i-eieienct* to uiiswei i/o, dn we 
unimrstaiul that these principles definitel.N iorhid even offering of con- 
dolence to fellow security prisoners? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 w'ould retei tlie honourahh* 
member to answ’cr to). 


Family allowance for 8j. Pannalal Mitra, a security prisoner. 


• »*'• N'KUNJA BEHARI HAITI: (a) Will th. Hou’ble Minister 

in charge ot the Home Department he pleased to state— 


(i) whftlujr Sj. 1‘anuulul Milra, arrested on the l.'ith Januarv, 1942, is 
still detained as a security luisoner in the Piesicfeucv Jail, 
Calcutta; 


(ii) w hethei , ladoix* his arrest, he had an income from a business in 
partnership with Dr. Sudhir C'haudhurv of 137, Bowbazar Street 
Calcutta ; ‘ ’ 


iiii) whether his widowed sister-in-law applied early in J942 for a family 
allowanee, hut that jietition was rejected in November, 1942; 
<<r) whether the Home Department has received any j>etition8 from 
Sj. Mitra himseli lor u suitable lumilv allowanee on the 23rd 
September, PM2, Sth March. 1943, 3t\\ dune, 1943. and airam 
on 2ud July, 1943; and 

»\r) whether a reply was sent to him on the 15th 8epteml)er. 1943, inti- 
mating that his case is being t'ousidered? 


</>) If the answer to i.s in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 

be jplwised to state what action, if any, has since then been taken on the 
written by Si. Mitra to the Department on the 12th October. 
1943 , -„0th November, 1943, and Ibth December, 1943? 

(r) la tho Hon’ hie Minister considering the desirability of granting 
mm a euitahle monthly allbwaiice as early as possible without any further 
delay with retrospective effect^ from the date of his arrest, speciallj' in view 
of UMWe hard days of high prices and economic distress? 


•Cfiin BMujutor MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
BIr Nazunufkiin): {a) (i) and {Hi) Yes. 

(tO My informatior is that he used to pt from R 9.40 to Rs.50 per 
smnin from Dr. Sijdhir Chaudhury whom he helped in securing contract. 
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(iv) and (v) The petitions were received but a reply wm eent to him on 
318^ December, 1943. intimating that his pnner for family allowance was 
rejected by Government. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(r) No. 

NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the answer will the 

Hon^ble Minister be ])leusetl to state why the ju'tition for allowance wa.s 
rejected? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The security prisoner is unmarried 
and has no de})endant. His elder brother with whom the family lives earns 
Rs. 145 per month plus a dearne.ss allowance of Its. 1(1 frtun the Bengal 
and Assam Railway. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon'hlo Minister be 
pleased to s^atc if it is not a fact that the policy Ntith r<‘Kard to panting 
family allowance to a dcten\i i> to grant such immev as the tumily has been 
deprived of owing to his detention? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Tlie family has not been deprived 
of any income on account of his detention. He is unmarried, has no 
dependent and he never maintained any family. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Then in that case, are we to take 
it that an unmarried detenu eaiuiot earn mone\ ami cannot help his family 
with liis income? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: But. a.s 1 said, he hud no family 
to maintain 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is a hyjiothetical question which you need not 
answer . 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Do we understand (hat uu 
unmai'i'ied detenu ha^ gnt no famil\ ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That does not aii-io. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon'lile Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government have enquired if this detenu was 
earning any money ol which the family ha.*! been deprived by his detention? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 h ave already stated that he used 
to earn R.s. 40 to Rs .">0 per month but had no (umily to nminiuin. 

Transfer of Babu Cobindo Charan Kar, a security prisoner, from Buxa Spooial 
Reserve Jail on grounds of health. • 

^35. Babu KHACENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: (a) Will the Hon bio 

Minister in charge of the Home Dejiartinent la* pleased to state whether 
it is a fact — , 

(i) that Bahu Gobindo ('harun Kai of Dacca detained as a security 
prisoner in the Buxa Si»e<uil Heserve Jail has l)efrn suffering 
from chronic leprosy asthma and diabetes; 

(it)* that the climate of Bdxa is not at all •suitable for asthma isitients; 

and , 

(m) that the Medical officer, Buxa Special Reserve Jail, has recom* 
mendwl his transfer on inedi<;al ground, to any dry place? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, whether he is consid'ering 
tbe desirability of granting effect to the recommendatipn ? 



QUESTIONS. 


[23ed Nov. 


142 


khan Bih^ur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 

Slf NazimilcMin): {a} {{) He has been suffering from chronic asthma and 
ana*8thetic type of closed leprosy only. 

(ii) and (///) Yes. 

{b) Orders have since been issued for his transfer to the Miduaporo 
Central Jail which is considered to l)e a dry place. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what step Government has taken towards the treatment of 
this prisoner? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: l*ro])er medical treatment i^ being 
accorded to him. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased U> state wheth^ there is any arrangement in the Midnif|)ore Central 
Jail for treatment of leper cases? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 ask tor notice Presumably 

there is arrangement. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: There is no ari'angenuMit . 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In \ieu ot answer ir/) (/m. does the 
Government think it desirable to release the seeuiit> prisoner? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sn He has been transterie<l 

to Midnapore which is a dry place. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the fl(»n ble .Mmistei be 

pleased to state the e<»ndition this secnnt\ prisonei alter he lias been 

transfcried to the Midnapore (’entral Jail? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It the honourable mi'mbei wants a 
report I will have to ask for notice. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned loi lo mmutts i 
( Aftvr (idjourn nintt . j 

Restriction order on SJ. Prankumar Sen of Barisal. 

•36. 8j. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hun Ido 

Minister in charge of the Home IX^partment l>e pleased to state whetluM it 
18 a fact — 

(/) that Sj. Prankumar Sen. m.\., Headmasiei. Kashijnir lUgh Kiiglisli 
School, of Barisal. was arrested on the 8th October, 194Lb under 
seition 129 of Defence of Imlia Rules; 

in) that he was detained in the Barisal Jail fiom the 8th OitolKU. 1942, 
to the Ibth June, 1948, under '2iU1){h)(5) of the said Rules; 

(Hi) that he was released from jail on the Hltli June, 194.8; 

(tv) that he has lieen served with restriction order, disabling him to 
i[)in the school; 

(v) that he has no other means for earning his livelihood; 

(vi) that family allowance of Rs.40 i^er Aumth granted for the i^riod 
of his detention in jail, has lx*en discontinued since his release 
from jail ; 

(vfi) that the whole family has deprived of any source of livelihood; 

(i^^) tliat he petitioiied several timee to the Government of Bengal for 
allowanqiM; and 
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(!>) that the Superintendent of Police in his letter, dated the 11th 
August, 1943, No. 7912/137-42, informed Sj. Prankumar Sen 
that allowance had been recommended 

(6) If the answer to (rt)(ij‘) is in the affirmative, will the Ilon’ble Minis- 
tei be pleased to state what actions, if any, Government have taken or 
[TTopose to take in the matter? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): to and Yes. 

(iv) An order directing him to reside in his house at Alekanda Hoad 
has lieen served on him. 

(r), (r??) and {ij) I have no information. 

{viii) Petitions foi the continuance of the allowance at enhanced rat^ 
were made to (iovernment. 

{h) AnP allowance of Us. 40 ]H‘r nioiUh ha.s lu^en .sanctioned from the 
16th April, 1943. 

8J. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA; Will the Iboi bb Minister be 
jileased to state on what date this onlei was issued sanctioning Us. 40 per 
month allowance? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 ask i >i noti.e. 

8j. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Is the llon lile Minister awan^ 
that a letter was sent to him h} M.l. A Sj. Nareiidra Natli Das Gupta to 
the Parliainentars Secretar\ . Khan Uahadnr Mchammed All, explaining 
the whole situation and aKn gnin;:: a copy ot tin* leltiu’ ol the Sujiennten- 
(lent oi Police and will the llon’hle Minister he jdeased In Mate w'h(*lher 
he Is awaie of this fact? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes. Sir. 

SJ. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the ll.m hh Mmistej he 

])l(‘as(‘<l lo state whether in that lett4‘r it was stated that the wife ol this 
prisoner has heen ailing |toin anieinia and that the medical (vfiieer ha.s 
advised ihat slie should he'^given better treatment and better lood? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Ml lat is why even tliougli this 
prisoner is not detained in jail allowance has heen giaiited h\ Government. 

SJ. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Is th. lion bh Minister aware 
that at the time when an allowance of Us. 40 wa.s granted to him when ho 
was in yiil. the priees ot fcuMlstutt's and otliei neecssimes ot life had gone n|»« 

200 or 300 per cent.? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot sa\ to what per (amt. the 

.juices lia\e gone uj), l»ut it i.s line that the prices )i:id gom* up hut the juiee.s 
are falling now, ^ 

SJ. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: In view of the tact that the 
jiriee.s at present are at lea.st 200 j>ei cent, of 'what if was before, will the 
lloii’ble Minister lie jdeased to consider ineieasing the allowance of this 
prisoner? • 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, the uilowanee sd Ks. 40 jier 
month is ou compas.sioiiate grounds even though the jrrisoner is not (hOained 
in jail. , • 

SJ. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon l.h Minister be 
jdeased to state whether thi.s prisoner i.s ned even now debarred from bivving* 
any earning? 

Klian Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: He n not debarred fronj earning. 

• * 
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Mri NIBHITHA NATH KUNOU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state wbat was the salary this gentleman was drawing when he 
was the Head Master, Kashipur High School? 

Khifi Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I ask for notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer U/|, (r), (vii) 
and (tx), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether (joveruiiient 
cared to have the information in question? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU:" Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased 
to state now on what basis this Ks. 40 was fixed as his allowance when he 
did not know the amount of salary he was drawing as a Head Master? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: This was the amount ^vlm^h was 
sanctioned to him when he was in detention and the same amount is being 
paid to him even though he has been released. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon'ble Minister please state 
w'hether there is any restrictions on that gentleman? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Ves. Sir. He is ordered to reside 
at his house at Alekanda Koad. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hoirble Ministf‘1 ])lease state 
whether by iiui)OHing this sort 'of restriction. (jo\ eminent has debarred the 
gentleman from earning a livelihood? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a question ot opinion I disallow that. 

SJ. NARENDRA NATH DAS CUPTA: Is the Hon’ble Miuistei* aware 
that restriction has been placed upon him from not joining the school of 
which In* is the Head Master? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The only restriction is with regaid 
to liis residence. ^ 

SJ. NARENDRA NATH DAS CUPTA: Does the Hon ble Minister 
think that he can join the institution as Head Master as jireviously? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Without infringing the order 
wherein it is stated that he is not to make any political contact. 

SJ. NARENDRA NATH DAS CUPTA : In view of the answ’er just now 
given that the Uovernment did not take into consideration the salary he 
was drawing and that the Parliamentary Secretary was not ready to 
nn.swer 

Mr. SPEAKER.! That is argument. You put your question straight- 
away. 

SJ. NARENDRA NATH DAS CUPTA: Does the Hoii’ble Minister 
think it ilesirable to enquire as to how much he was drawing as Head Master 
and revise the sdale of grant for allowance? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: If the honourable member desires, 
an eiiquirv' can be made as to what his salary was or what was his earning 
before his arrest. ^ * t ^ 

Allagad Dinajpora Jail inoldant. 

*S7. Mr. NIBHITHA NATH KUNDU: (a) Has the attention of the 
Hon’blo Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Department been drawn 
to the remarks madefy an M.L.A., relating to an incident in the Dinajpnr 
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Jail on the 2l8t of September, 1943. on a cut motion regarding the demand 
of (Irants for Jails and Oonvict Settlements and i-ej>ort.ed at pages 90 and 91 
of Volume LXVI, No. ‘2, of the Assembly proceedings? 

(b) If the reply to (fl'l is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state — 

(i) whether any enquiry has been made into the complaint; 

(ii) if 80, what is the result of the enquiry ; and 

(m) what steps, if any, have been taken in tin* inatter? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): and {h){i) Yes. 

(u) and (til) A detailed enquiry was held by the Suwrintendeiit, Dinaj- 
j'»ui Jail, but Iheie was no juoof that the iiuudeiit realiv luq)]X'ned. 

Mr. Ni^HITHA NATH KUNDU: Is the lluirblc Minisu*i aware that 
tin* person conceined was exainimul b) the Visitors* Iloaid in the }>resence of 
the District Magistrate, Siqierintendent of Police, Khan Sahib Syed 
Tajammal Ali, a jail visitor, and it transpired that this incident liappcntMl 
and this was recorded in the visitors’ hooky 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI ! Sir, 1 am not aware what has been 
recorded but a due einiuirv was inadi- and the oi'currcnce was alleged to have 
taken place at night and no witness was aNailable to prove that the inciilenl. 
had really hajipened but even then de|»artniental action was taken against 
the Head Warder and another con\ict wardci. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With refcrmice to^an^wei {(i) {n} and 
(r/i), will the (Tovernnienl (onsidei tlu' desirability oi placing a <-opy oi the 
report of enquiry on the Library Tabh*y 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir, it is noi (‘onsidored 
desirable 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon'blc Minister be 
pleased to state who a<‘tuall\ made tin* enqnir\ ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I refm th e hoiionrahlc memher 1(» 
Illy reply to (u) and '///') 


Family allowance of Babu Sourindra Kisore Dutt Choudhury, a aoourity 

prisoner. 

*38. Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR 8UR: (a) Will Die Ilon’hle Minisiei 
in charge of the Home Department 1 h‘ jdea.Hed to state - 
. (0 whether it is a fact that the tamily allowance at the rate of RH.2b 

moaithl\, allowed to Sourindra Kison* Jhitt Cbtmdhun', stMUirity 
]>iisoner, Dum Duni ( entral Jail, had heen sent by money onlei , 
dated the 7th l>eceml>ei, PM3, to his mother by the Jlistiict 
Magistrate, Noakbuli, hut as the mother died on the 9th D<*cein- 
ber the mone\ order could not lx* delivered owijig to delay; 

{ii} whether it is a fact that his younger sister Tarulmla is a dependant 
on him as the whereahout.s of her husband are unknDwn ; 
iiii) whether the security prisoner has submitted a petition to the 
Government for * sending his family allowance to his sister 
Tarubala; • 

*iv) whether it is a fact that the stationery and book shop under the • 
name and style of ‘‘Feni School Supjdv Agency” ha^l l>een burnt 
to ashes during air raid on the Ist Apriv last year as the^ shop 
was under lock and key ? 
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(v) whether the prisoner as a |xirtner of the said shop submitted several 
petifioiiH to the local authorities as well as to the Hon’ble 
Cljief Minister and the Deputy Secretary concerned about the 
occurrence? 

(b) If the answers to {a)(i) to (iii) are in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble 
Minister considering the desirability of passing orders for sending the 
family allowance of the prisoner to his sister Tanibala? 

(r) If the answers to ('«)(?/•) and (r) are in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble 
Minister considering the (le‘4irability of granting compensation to the 
prisoner for the loss sustained by him and his partners on account of tlio 
air raid referred to in (a)(iv}? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): The allowam^e of Hs. 25 jier month sanctioned 

to the mother of the security i)risoner was sent to her hy money order but 
it was returned undeli^-ered as the payee was reported to havi died. 

(u) I have no such intormation. 

(i?i) and (r) Yes. 

(iv) The Feni School Supply Agency was burnt on the 1st April, 1943, 
by enemy ac tion. J lie shop was tlien iindcu lock and k(‘\ and is veportcMl 
to have l>een closed since September or Oc toiler. 1942. 

(b) Necessary ordc-rs ha\e ulnnidy issued to tin* Distiict Ma}j:isirate, 
Noakliali, directing payment of the unremitted allowance to ilic 'lister 
(Tarubnla) of the juisoner. 

(c) Local emiuiry b> the Land (’omjHMisation Offuet esfalilished tlmt 
there was a third ])aitnei of the shop, Habu ib.]o> Dulta, who wa^ ])ra(‘tis- 
ing as a Mukhtear at I'Vni. As om* of the partners wa^ at lilkuty and able 
to mak(‘ an\ iiecesv.ai \ ariangemmit tor the caie ol tin' jiropfu ty on tlu' dale 
of the occurr(*nc(‘, tin* case was ImmIcmI as similar to Inat of (►tluo jMTsons 
who lost their iuo)MMtv during tin* an raid on that date No provision has 
lK»en made liy (loveinment for comiiensat ion to shopk(M‘p,ei s ioi loss of stocks 
or husiness incurred. 

Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR 8UR: With reterenee to answer (ri, will 
the IlonTile Ministei be pleased to state ubetbei an\ piovisum ha" luam 
made b\ <iovernment foi eompensalion ti> sh()]>ke(‘pers toi loss ol stocks 
incurred as a result of enemy ac'tion? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALi: 1 letm- tlu* honouiable member to 
the last ])art ot my rc*plv to (r). 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reterenee to answer ic), will the 
Hoirble Minister he pleased to state whetlicu' at tht‘ time ot th«‘ air raid the 
security ])riscmer in tpH^stion was detained and deprived ot liberty of aetioii 
in saving his property? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: He was detained hut on emjuirv it 
was found that he was not the only tiropnetcu of the "hoy». Theie was 
another tiartmu' who eould have taken care of the stock. 

Mr. ATUL, CHANDRA SEN: Will the llon’hb* Minister i)Iease state 
whether Government will consider the desirability of giving the prisoner 
eompensatiou to c’over his share of the loss? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That ciuestion does not arise. It 
will have to taken into consideration along^wdth the owners of the other 
shops who were at' liberty. 

Mf. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon bk Mmister be 
pleased to state, with reference to answer (a) (iv), why no arrangement 
has Ij^en made tor eciiiipensation in this case though the loss was incurred 
*8 a resplt of the ijiction of the enemy? 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is a matter of 

policy. I would refer the houonruble meiulMM* to the latter part of my 
answer Ic). 

Mft HARENDRA KUMAR 8UR: Is it a tael that the shop was burnt 
as a result ot enemy action? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: i leter the iKumiuable member to 
the iir'it part ot m\ reply (/r). 

Deaths from epidermc diseases in Noakhali district. 

*39. Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR 8UR: Will liu lion hie Minister in 
charjj^e f)l the Pul>lie Health Department he pleaded to statt' the total number 
of deaths of jtorsons due to ejddemir disease^ m tlu‘ Noakhali district for the 
years 11)40, Ihll. 11)4’J and 11)44, rt‘specji\els ? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahadur M/iulvi Jalaluddin Ahmad): A statement^ is laid on tin Table 

Statement refvrud to in reply to starred question No. 3it. 

Statement showing d(‘aths from cholera, plague, small}>ox, eendtro-ftpinal 
meningitis, diphtheria, influenza, enteric h'vers, furntsles and malaria in the district 
of Noakhali for each year from 1949 to 1944 



Cholera. 

Plague. Smallpox. 

(Vrehro* 





spinal 

meningitis. 

1949 

422 


41 

21 

1940 

r)4I 


50 

15 

1941 

4.211 


tH 

2 

1942 

2.005 


302 

1 

1943 

13,041 

4,427 



Diphtheria. 

Influenza. 

Kntcri(‘ fevers. 

1939 

H 

24 


293 

1940 

30 

40 


487 

1941 

12 

30 


202 

1942 

14 

38 


235 

1943 

t) 

20 


241 


Mea.sles. 

Malaria. 



1939 

38 

3,374 



1940 

131 

4,r>07 



1941 

51 

4,217 



1942 

35 

4,510 



1943 

28 

8,708 




Replacement of paid Vice-Chairman, Tittaghar Municipality, by one paid 

Executive OfRoer. 

*40. Mauivi AZHAR ALI: ho W ill the Hon hie Minister in eharg-e of 
the Public Health and Po(*al Selt-lioN eininent l)epartment be pleased to state 
wheth(‘r it is a fact that of late the po.si ot ji.nd N'ice-Chairftiitn of Tittaghar 
Munieijiality has been rejiho ed b\ one paid Kxecutive Offiwrr . 

{})) If the answer to {a) is in tlie aHinmitive, will the Hon ble Mini-ster 
lie pleased to state — , 

(0 ((ualification ol (.4) the outg'oin^: Vie.e-C’hairman, and (B) the pre- 
sent Executive Officer; and 

(// ) (4.) salary for the Vice-Chairman and {B) salar\ for the Executive 

Officer ; 
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(lit) previous fK)st held by iho present Executive Officer with salary and 
his present af^e ; and 
(it) the j)resent tenn of his serviced 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahadur Mauivi Jalaluddin Ahmad): [a) Yes: in 

(h) Entrance Examination of the (.‘alcutta University. 

(b) (ii) (A) Rh. 210 per mensem plus fixed travelling allowance of Rs.l5 
per mensem, 

(Ii) Rs.210 per mensem plus fixed travelling; allowance of Rs.l5 from 
datt^ of appointment till the Jfl.st March, 194(). Thereafter Rs.280 por 
mensem plus fixed travelling allowance of Rs.l5. 

(lit) l*re\iou8 post: I*aid Vice-Chairman, on sa]ar\ as stated in (b)(n)(A): 
Age 59 years. 

(iv) No te‘nn has been fixed for the Executive Officer. 

• « 

Asanaol Mines Board of Health and its functions. 

•41. Mr. B. MUKHERill: (n) Will the lion ’hie Minister in charge of 
the Public Health and Local Self-Oovernment (Medical) Department be 
pleased to state* whether it is a fact that th(‘ Asansol Mines Board of Health 
IS a Board to promote Welfare, Public Health, Sanitation and Medical Relief 
for the Bengal coalfield miners? 

(b) If HO, will the Hon'ble Minisler b(‘ jdea.sed to state how many qualified 
Medical men, both official and non-official, are in the present Boarj! .to advise 
in these matters of h(‘alth -giving the names? 

(c) Will the Hoii’hle Minister b(‘ pleased to state whether it is a fact 
that only one (jualitied man is on the Board at ]>resent ? 

(d) If so, what action do the (iovennnent j»ro])osc to take in the matter? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state- - 

(?) whether there are any qualified Medical Inspectors besides the Chief 
Sanitary Officer to supervise and ihs]>ect the works ot 
the qualifietl Medical Officers in the collieries who are directly 
responsible for health and sanitation of the miners; and 
(n) w'hether there is any such provision in the present Act empowering 
this Board to employ such qualified Medicnl Inspectors? 

(/) If tho answer to (c) (??) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
he pleaseil to state what steps, if anv, he ])roposec to take in this matter? 

(/;) Will the Hon'ble Minister la* plea^^ial to >tate whether there are any 
new scheiiies tor an up-to-ilate improvement of the Tropaganda Department 
which is purely a welftire departnieiit of the Asansol Mines Board of Health? 
(h) Will the Hon'hle Minister U* plea.seil to state — 

(?) whether tl^^ue is any such propo.sal lying with the Government for 
conversion of this Board of Heatlh into an Industrial Health 
Board of Asansol subdivision ; 

(ii) whether the Asansol Mines Board of Health have got or maintained 
their ow’n “Services Rules”; and 
{lit) if so, what are these? 

Khan Sthib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahadur Mauivi Jalaluddin Ahmad): (?n Yes.^ 

(6) and (c) Only one member of the Board i.s a qualified medical man. 
He Ii an official, luid Is the Divisional Medic^il Officer. East Indian Railway, 
^ Asansol. 

(d) No special action is considered necessary. 



QUESTIONS. 


14 » 


1944 .] 


(e) (i) Yes : medically-qualified Inspectors of Malaria and of Leprosy, idso* 
a Lady Sujerintendeut in the Maternity and (?hild Welfare Department. 

(it) Yes. 

(/) Does md arise. 

(ff) No new scheme. The Board has a Propagiuida Department, but iuo 
to war conditions certiiiu activities, e.fjf., travelHiijr health exhibitions, 
lantern lectures, etc., were curtailed or susj>ended. 

(/»)(?) Yes. Amendment of the Act on this basis is under consideration 
of Government. 

(it) No. 

(hi) The Board follows the Government Service Hides as far as possible. 

Dr. NALINAKHA 8ANYAL: \Will the honourable member ofliciating 
for uncle Ahmad be pleased to 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is wrong, Dr. Sanyal. You must withdraw it. 

Dr. nAlINAKSHA SANYAL: What is wrohg, Sir? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y ou said, “the honourable member officiating for 
uncle Ahmad”. That is not parliamentary in my opinion. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I do not find anything wrong. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You must withilruu, Dr. San.val. 

Dr. NALINAKH8A SANYAL: I .to not insist. But which word 
should 1 withdraw, Sir? 

Mr. SPEAKER : You ha\e suid, “tlie lionourable memher officiating 
for uncle Ahmad”. Thai is al>solutel> unjuirliameiitary in my opinion. 

T would reciuest you to withdraw' it. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: 1 accept your ruling. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Tiiat is a ditVenud thing, Sir. 
He must w'lthdraw 

\ 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr Sanyal, it will he more honourahle for you to 
say, “I withdraw”. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: All right, Sir. I withdraw. [ was 
very anxious to find out where he is. 

Now, will tlif Iloii’hlc >finistcr he plca.sed to stale it it is a fact that 
the revision of the Asans«d Mine^. lh>ard oi Health is under consideration 
lor a long time? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Ye*., it is under r-onsideration 
for a long time. 

. Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Voi how hm^ has it been under 
consideratioiu^ • 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: 1 oi more than tw'o years. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is it a fact that in liMi in answer to 
a question put in this Assembly the Government stated ••then that the 
revision is under eoiisideration for a numlier ol years? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I want notice. 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will tlie Hon’ble Minister.be pleased 
to state how many members are there in all, of whicji only one member ia 
a medical man in the Mines Board oi Health? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I want notice. 
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* Dr. MALIMAK8HA 8ANYAL: WH] the Eon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what are (he professions or qmli&cations of the other members oi 
the Hoard?' 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: J want notice. 

Dfi NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased 
to state whv it js not found necessary to increase the number of medical 
men a.s stated in [inH\\vr(d)Y 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Wi thout chan^^e to the consti- 
tution of tlio Hoard there is no |)ONsihilit> of takinj^ more medical men. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will Government consider the desir- 
ability of iimcndintj^ the constitution of the Hoard to (*nal)le a larg’er number 
of medicaJ men to be on it? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Govei nment will consider this 
su^^estion. , 

Dr. NALINAK»HA*8ANYAL: Will tin- Hon’ble Minister V pleased 
to state if the so-called medically qualified ins]>ectors are medical men? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: They are not medical men in 
the real sense of the term. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the IIoiTbh* Minister la* ])leased 
to state the medical (lualification of the laidy Su])ei'intendent of the 
Mateinity and Child Welfare Department? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I uant notice 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With refeienct* to answer (/), in view 
<)f the ]irevious answer ^nveii now, will the lIoiTble Minister he jileased to 
j^:ive a modifi(‘d or correct answer? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is a (piestion of opinion. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will tlir Hnn'l.lr Minifit.T he [ileased 
to consider the desirability of modifying the proent answer? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I do not think it is ne(e^^ary 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: M ith reference to answer {(j), will 
the lion hlt‘ Minister be pleas(*d to .state whether anv old s(‘heme is existing? 

It is stated that no new scheme for reorganisation is under consideration, 
lias there been any scheme at all? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I want notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it a fact that the Indian Medical 
Associution had submitted several schemes and the (Toverninent also had 
been coiisiderinfi* a number of s(*hemes for a number ot years? 

Khan 8ahib H/VMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Several schemes have been 
submitted to the Government for consideration. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: ill the llon’ble Mini.'^ter be pleased 

to state* if ju’opa^anda amongst the miners is one of the important func- 
tions of the Mift'es Hoard of Health wuth a view* to preserAe health? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Yes, Sir 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Ilon'ble Minister.be pleased 
to how that firopagands is now being fhaintained with restriction" 

impaaaa on health exhibitions and lantern lectures? 

Mian Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I have already said that these 
are guestions of details. I want natice to answer these questions. 
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•42t B. MUKHEEJI: (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge of 
the Public Health and Local Self-Uoverninent Department be^ pleased td state 
whether the Director of Public Health, Bengal, has got any stipervisiM and 
inspecting authority over the workings of the Asansol Mines Board of Health 
and that of its Chief Sanitary Officer P 

(h) If so, will the HoiCble Minister he pleased to state when he last 
inspected the said Board ? 

(c) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hou'ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

(d) Are not the Civil Surgeon, Burdwaii district, and the Aseisteat 
Director of Public Health, Burdwan Division, the cj-officio Members of the 
Asansol Mines Board of Health? If not, why not? 

Khan Sthili HAMIDUDDIN AHMAO (dn hohaK af the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahaihir M^ivi dalahiddin Ahmad)* (») No. * 

(6) Does not arise. 

(c) There is no sm h provision in the present Act (Bengal Mining Settle- 
ment Act II of 1912). 

{d) No, as the number of seats ia limited. 

Df. NALINAKSHA BANYAL: Has the GoTernmeat received any 
representation or representations from and on belief of tlie miners suggest- 
ing or rec^uesting suitable amendment to the Miners Settlement Act and 
the Mines Board of Health Act? 

Khm HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: No, not from the miners. 

Dr. NAtilMKittA SAHYAL: Will the Hon’ble Mi|i8ter be pleased 
to state if any petition has been received from any other quarter? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMADS I want notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will Uie Hon’ble MinisbT be pleiTsed 
to state if he is aware that the Government of Bengal had j)ref>are(l two 
yeaiN ago a draft aiuendineiit of the Act themselves? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: A draft was prepared. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: AVill the TIon’ble Minister Ik* pleased 
to state what is the present iRisilion of that draft? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: It is still under c(Misjderation. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Horrble Minister be jdeased 
to state how long Government would require to finalise their views on the 
draft? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: It is not possible to give the 
actual (late, bui the Government is trj’ing to expedite thq matter. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’bb^ Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that severe cholera and small-pox prevail in the mines 
area and owing to the absence of suitable medical men and medical super- 
vision, such epidemics could not be kept under chectk last year? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Government is iK^t aware of 
that. * 

Dr. 'NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Jlon’ble Minister he pleased 
to state if his attention ha.s been drawn to the stateme?;t produced by him- 
self two days ago showing a verv large increase in the number of deaths 
and attacks from small-ia^x in the Burdwan district including the mines 
area ? 

11 
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Khill Mlfb HAMfOUDOIN AHMAD: That was for the district as a 
whole. I cannot tell the honourable member whether there were any 
excessive deaths or attacks amongst the miners. 

Off NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if Government had any information regarding the state of health 
maintained by miners within the province of Bengal during last yearP 

Mr. SPEAKER: The phrase “within the province of Bengal” does 
not arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The mines area is in Bengal. 

Khxn Sthib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Government is not aware of 
any special arrangements. 


Oultivttion of long staple ootton. 


*43. KKan Bahadur Maulyi FAZLUL QUADIR: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture Department be pleased to^state — 

(t) whether Government are considering the urgency and necessity of 
popularising the cultivation of long staple cotton in large scale; 

(n) whether Government got any assurances in the past from the Mill- 
owner’s Association to the effect that they would purchase all the 
quantity of long staple cotton produced in Bengal; and 

(m) whether Government was offered the minimum price of Rs.25 per 
maund (ginned cotton) from the said Association? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (it) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) when the assurances were given ; and 

(ii) how many thousand maunds of long staple cotton were sold to them 
up t(f date since the assurances were given showing the figures 
separately year by year? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the amount spent by the Provincial Government for the develop- 
ment of long staple cottOn cultivation in the year 1943-44; 

(ii) the amount proposed to be spent in 1944-45; and 

(Hi) the amount, if any,' the Indian Central Committee and the Mill- 
owner’s Association contributed for 1943-44 and proposed to give 
for 1944-45? 

(d) Is it a fact that in reply to the queries made by the Indian Central 
Cotton Committee the Provincial Government expressed their inability in 
1943 to contribute a part of Rh. 29,000 for proposed scheme of the development 
of long staple cotton cultivation which was to take effect from the Ist May, 
1943? 

(c) If the answer to (d) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

(/) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state how the Government 
propose to popularise the cultivation of long staple ootton? 


The Hon’bli Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: (a) 

.Yes. , 


(6) (i) 1939. 


(ii) 1940-41 

1941- 42 

1942- 43 

1943- 44 


Maunds 
(Approx.). 
... 50 

... 100 
... 200 
... 250 


*(c) (t) Ra.m 
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(n) IU.1,978. 

(in) 194344 R8.5,705 aod 194445 Rs.6,177. 

(d) and (e) In 194142 Government decided not to finance any Boheme 
which has no direct bearing on war efforts, and in accordance with this 
decision the Provincial Government expressed their inability to contribute 
anything towards the proposed extension of the scheme of development of 
long staple cotton from the Ist May, 1943. In fact, however, Government 
have already sanctioned a contribution of R8.2,925. 

(/) According to the instruction of the Indian Central Cotton Committee, 
a small scheme extending over 3 year^ is now in operation to find out the 
best time of sowing, spacing and the best variety suitable for those districts 
of Bengal where cotton has been found to grow satisfactorily. This scheme 
is just in the second year of working. Much will depend on the results of 
this experiment. Government, however, are not unmindful of the importance 
of cultivation of long staple cotton. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the^Hon’ble MinisU^r be 
pleased to state whether Government spent only Rs. 888 in the year 1943- 
44, whereas Government received Rs. 5,705 in the year 194iU44 from the 
Indian Central Cotton Committee P 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDiN H08AIN: 

That is the amount required for that year ]>robably. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minist 4 ^r be pleased 
to state what is the criterion to find out whether a particular expenditure 
has any direct hearing on war effort or not? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is a question of opinion. I cannot allow that. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Tlon'hle Minister be pleas(*d 
(to state if the (foveninieiit have drawn up any set of rules (vr })rinci]d(‘s 
on the basis of wliieh it could be decided Rtraightaway whether a particular 
expenditure has any bearing on “aar efl(u*t or notP 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AINS 

Since tlien th(*re has been a modification, on account ol which it was pos- 
sible to contribute Rs. 2,f>25. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi FAZLUL QUADIR: Will the llon ble Minister 
be pleased to state at what rate cotton was sold in the vears lfMl-42 to 
1943-44? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

I want notice. ^ 

Maulyi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: With reference to answer (/), will 
the llon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the Government of Bengal 
arp prepared to make any experiments independently of the Indian Central 
Cotton Committee on the cultivation of long stajjle cotU)r* in Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AiYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Government is also doing some experiments in this line in addition to 
those of the Indian Cotbm Committee and Government certainly* realises 
the importance of this special kind of cotton and will do eveiything posHii)le 
to have more experiments made. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi FAZLUL QUADIR: Will the Hon fale Minister 
be pleased to state whether Government has ^^eceived any recommendation 
from the Provincial Cotton Sub-Committee^ regarding expansion of long 
staple cotton cultivation, and if so, what steps Government have taken? 

Tht Hon’ble Khan BalMdur 8AIYiD MUAZZAMUDDIN HOAAIIIs 

Government is sympathetically considering its recommendations. ' 
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Mr. DHIBEMDRA MATH DATTA: In answer to a auction, it was 
Mid that Oovernment required only Rs. 8^ to be spent that year. May 
I tetke it that Government had no scheme to spend Us. o^wor 

Tf» Hofi’bte Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIM: 

I do not know wherefrom the honourable member is quoting figures. 


Mr. DH I REN DR A MATH DATTA! May I know whether you had 
any scheme in the year lf>4-l-44 on which you could spend Rs. 5,705? 

TIM Hon’bla Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Rs. 888 was the Ijocal Government’s contribution and Rs. 5,705 was the 
contribution received from the Indian Central Cotton Committee and the 
Millowners’ Association. 


Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whetlier the Gjpvemment have appointed a soil science expert to 
explore the possibility of long staple cotton cultivation in Bengal? 

Tha Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

As I have already said, some experiments are being made in that direction, 
but no comprehensive scheme covering the wdiole of Bengal and examining 
the dntirc a»a of Bengal has been before Government. 


Khan Bahadur Mauivi FAZLUL QUADIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the staff is sufficient and efficient to cope with 
this experimental work? 

Tho Hon’blo Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Certainly not. They are not sufficient. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: With reference to the answer given 
to Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta’s question, will tlie ITon’ble Minister be 
pleasiMl to state who received the i’ontribution referred to in answer 
(ff) (Hi)? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

I believe it is the Government of Bengal who recened it. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
U> state whether the amount sanctioned, viz., Rs. is the total amount 

for the scheme inclusive of such amounts as might have been contributed 
by other allied bodies? > 

Tha Hon’bla Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; 

Certainly not. This is only the Government’s contribution. 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Where is that mentioned? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Government have already sanctioned the contribution of R-s. 2,925. 

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that boro cotton (long staple) wUvS grown in Bengal very largely and even 
muftiia was woven out of that? 

The Hon’Me Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

I know it unofficially, but officially I have i\o knowledge. 

'Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: What was the actual amount 
spent in the year 194d-44 for this purpose? 

The HmPMe Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAltUDOIN HOSAIN: 

hUve not got figurfs, but I believe this amount must have been spent. 



^•] POINT OF PEIVILEGB. UB 

Adviser to the Director of Induttviee, Iwnt 

•44. Miss MiRA OUTTA GUPTA: (a) Will tlie Hoa'ble Miaister in 
(jutrge of the Industries Department be pleased to state — 

(t) who is the Engineering AdvisM to the Director of Indnatries, 
Bengal ; 

(it) whether he is a Hungarian ; and 

(iii) if so, whether his movements are or were ever restricted P 

(6) If the reply to (a) (in) is in the aflSrmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason why he has been appointed in such a respon- 
sible post? 

(c) Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to state his Engineering quali- 
fications, theoretical and practical? 

(d) Is it a fact that his behaviour to subordinate stuffs is rude and that 
he actually assaulted his office assistants? 

(e) Has the Hon’ Lie Minister received a petition from any officer com- 
plaining about the rude behaviour and assault on officers by the said 
Engineering Adviser? 

(/) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state what steps, if any, 
have been taken thereon P 

The Hon’bie Mr. K. SHAHABUDDINs The Engineer has been working 
in the War Supplies Section under the Director of Industries, Ikuigal, who 
has been functioning as Agent of the (’entral Government in the matter of 
war su})plics and is solely responsible to that Government in this respect, 

I do not therefore feel competent to answer the question which relates to a 
matter of administration for which 1 am not rttpousible. 

Point of Pri¥Kego. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May T rise on a point of privilege, 
Sir? Section I'ld, ^ul>-seetion (d) of the Motor Vehicles Aet, lays down that 
all rules made under this Aet bv the Central Government or by any 
Provincial Government shall be laid for not less than 14 days before the 
Central or the Provincial licgislature as the case may Im* uh soon as possible 
after they are made and shall he subject to such mtHlifieations as the 
Legislature may make during the session unless they are so laid. I find, 
Sir, that certain amendments to the Motor Vehicle Kules, U>42, have Ix^en 
made and these were gazett'd during the })eriod when the Assembly was 
not in session. Some' (d these amendments take away the healthy e.onlrol 
of the Traffic Dejiartnient, and amendments of ('hapter V in particular 
give exemjitions to certain ela.sses of vehicles from the (ddigations entailed 
on other classes of vehicles. T submit, vSir, that all these amendments 
ought h) have been placed, immediately such amendments have been 
e,ffected and it has been a serious infringement of tin* rights Jind ])riviIegeH 
of this House if amendments have been gi\en effe<'1 to without giving an 
opportunity to the House to revise the same. 1 jmrticfilarly feel hurt in 
this ooiineetion because some of these exemptions have given such wide 
powers and privileges to military and other l(>rries that accidents m 
Calcutta have been a result thereof. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, you cannot discuss the merits. You 
are raising a point of privilege. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I am not discussing the merits. The 
rules ought to have been pMced before the House. These rules are of such 
vital nature that infringement of these rules has. led to serious conse- 
quences — 

Mr. SPEAKER: You cannot, while raising a point of privilege, 
discuss the merits. ♦ 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: That is why I raised an adjournment 
motion which you have been pleased not to give consent to. I wanted to 
bring the atrocities of these military lorries to notice hut on every occasion 

f ou had for some reason or other known best to yourself withheld it. Now, 
submit the matter as a point of privilege under the rules and I would like 
to have this matter properly explained, so that we can know how we stand 
with regard to the enactment of the Central Government and of the present 
Legislature. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: We will look into the matter and 
we hope to be in a position to give that answer to-morrow. 

Mr. SPEAKER; L et us now come to legislative business. The 
Calcutta Improvement (Howrah Amendment) Bill, 1944. 

GOVERNMENT BILLS. 

The Calcutta Improvement (Howrah Amendment) Bill, 1S44. 

The Hon’ble Khan ^Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Mr. Speaker, Sir 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL; On a point of order. A Bill that is 
tabled to be moved by a particular member, notice having been given by 
that member, cannot be moved by any other member, and you are not, 
Sir, under the rules permitted to sanction such changes in the case of a 
Bill. In fact, Sir, rules definitely state that if the member in charge of 
the Bill dws not move at the time, the Bill automatically lapses. 

Mr. SPEAKER: As I read the rules 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL; Before you give your ruling, may I 
also remind you that this particular question was raised on an occasion 
when the Secondary Education Bill was to be moved by Mr. Tamizuddin 
Khan who was then ill and he sought your penuission to enable some other 
member of Goveniment to place the Bill before the IToiise which you were 
pleased to disallow. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not remember the exact circumstances under 
which I disallowed that, but here a Minister has sought permission to pilot 
the Bill in the absence of another Minister who has given notice of it. As 
I see it from Ihe rules, specially rule 1 which defines the member in charge 
of the Bill, I think it all right for any member — any Minister — of Govern- 
ment to move the Bill. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, I submit there is no such prece- 
dent iu the House nor do the rules permit it. If you would kindly look at 
the Bill, the member in charge is J. Ahmad, not a Minister. It is an 
individual. In the matter of Bills the ])osition of all the members is the 
same. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have seen it myself and I have given my ruling. 

If ^ arguing on a matter like this. Here it is a Government Bill. 

When itl is a Government Bill any member acting on behalf of Govern- 
ment can move that. 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL; From rule 1, the definition of 
‘member in charge”, it is absolutely clear 

Mr. SPEAKER: My nuling is that 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I submit'that this is 

'I have already given my ruling. If you are not 
Ruined w^h it you can see me in my Chamber and discuss it some other 
allowed Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain to 

move 
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n- **•*’*>*• Khm Bahadur 8AIVEO MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAINi 

Btii ^ introduce the Calcutta Improvement (Howrah Amendment) 

(Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.) 

Dfa NALINAK8HA SANYALs Sir, is it your ruling that 

, SPEAKER: Order, please, Dr. Sanyal. I have already stated 
that in my opinion it is perfectly in order for one Minister to move in the 
absence of another Minister in the case of a Government Bill, That is per^ 
fectly clear. If you are dissatisfied I hope I shall be benefited by j'our 
counsel and advice and I will be ever ready to revise my decision in the 
hght of the advice and counsel that you may give me. I shall be ready to 
hear you but not bn this occasion. 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

D-n infF V* Glut the Onlcutta Improveiiient (Howrah Amendment) 

Bill, 1944, De referred to a SeltH't Committee consisting of , 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: On a point of order. 

Mr, SPEAKER: Let him finish. 

Mr, 8A8ANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: No, Sir. I am challenging his 
right to move because you have referred to section 1. 

Mr, SPEAKER: Mr. Sanyal, are you going to challenge tlie decision 
that I have given? 

Mr, 8A8ANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: No, I am referring to you a 
point which probably has escaped your notice. “Member in charge of the 
Bill” means, in the case of a Government Bill, any member acting on be- 
half of Government. Is he a member of this House? 

Mr, SPEAKER: That is an important point of order. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: He is not a member. He has got 

only a right to sfieak. 

Mr, SPEAKER: That point was not brought to my notice and that 
did not strike me. That is a point for consideration. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: What does a member mean? 

Doe.s it mean a member of this House? 

Mr, SPEAKER: Grder, i)lea8e. It is an important jmint for consi- 
deration. I think the best course would be that we pass on to the next 
item. 

.Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: If the interpretation is that he 
must lie a member of this House , 

Mr, SPEAKER: Order, please. As I have said I will consider the 
point. I am not going to hear it now in this House. Let me consider it 
and then I will give my decision. ^ 

Khan Bahadur MllflAMMED ALI: You will consider it outside? 

» 

Mr, SPEAKER: Yes, I have got to consider it outside. It is a nice 
point. Let us pass on to the* next item. • 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Then the Hon’ble Mr. Tarak 
Nath Mukerjea can move. Now you have gbt ample time. 

Mr^ SPEAKER: Order, order. 
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Tlw Hon'ble Mr. TARAM I^ATH MUKERJEA: Sir, may I liave you 

permifision to move? 

Mr. 8PEAKEB: Yea. 

Tbe Hon’Me Mr. TAR/IR MATH MUKERJEA: Sir, I beg to mov« 

that the Albert Victor 

Mr. AREAKER: fhAer, order. The »ame diffirolty arises. Tlw 
House is adjourned for half an hour. After half an hour there will b 
prayer time. So we meet again at 6-15 p.m. 

(Accordingly the House was adjourned till 6-15 p.m.) 

^ (After adjournment.) ^ 

The Calcutta Improvement (Howrah Amendment) Bill, 1944. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, in the unavoid 
able absence of the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Local Self-Govern- 
ment Department, may I have your permi88it)n to move the motions stand- 
ing in his name? 

Mr. SPEAKERS Yes. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; Sir, I beg to introduce 
the C^cutta Improvement (Howrah Amendment) Bill, 11)44. 

(Secretary then read out the short title of the BilL) 

The Honmie Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, I beg to move 
that the Calcutta Improvement (Howrah Amendment) Bill, 1944, he 
referred to a Select Committee consisting oi — 

(1) Mre. Hasiua Murshed, m.b.e., 

(2) the HonTiIe Mr. Barada Prasana Pain, 

(3) Mr. M. A. H. Ispahani, 

(4) Mr. Shyama Prasad Barman, 

(5) Mr. J. W. Chippendale, 

((>) Sir Henry Birkinyre, Bart., 

(7) Mr. Aahutosh Mullick, 

(8) Mr. Asiniuddin Ahmed, 

(9) Dr. Sanaullnh, 

(10) Sir Hari Sankar Paul. 

(11) the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Local Self-Government and 

Public Health Department, and 

(12) the mover, 

with instnictions to submit their report by the 31st January, 1945, the 
quorum of the Select Committee being fixed at four. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I beg to move that Khan 
'Bahadur Syed Abdur Kauf be included in the Select Committee. 

Mr. 8PEA5KER: All right; his name will W included. 

Mf. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir, T understand that one name 
was called for from my party and a name was sent, but I do not find the 
name of that member in the list. • 

Mr. 8PEAKERf There is ample room. 

Khm BMiadur MOHAMMED ALi: Sir, may I have your permission 
to -propose that Mr. Atul Krishna* Ghose may also be includca in the 
Sel^t Committee? ' 
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Mr. 9BEAKER: Ym. Naw we shall lake tip Ih# amexidoaieiits. I think 
that there are some. 

Dr. NALIHAK8HA 8ANYAL: There may be some, but I want to 
speak generally. 

Hr. SPEAKER: That will come later. I^et the amendments be 
disposed of first. ' 

(None of the amendments were moved.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, you can now speak. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir. I welcome the introduction of 
the Calcutta Improvement (Uowrah Amendment) Hill, 1944, and we claim 
that it was the Conprre.sg Party that first brought to the notice of the 
country the urgency of this measure. It will be found that as early as 
Slst January, 1910, Mr. Bom pas — 1 give the European Group credit for 
it— jChaimfan, Calcutta Imiirovement Trust, fi«st sent a note to 
Secretary, Government of Bengal, on behalf of the Department, regarding 
the extension of oj)eratioiis of the lm])rovement Trust to IB'wrah. There- 
after a Iftng series of correspondence went on and nothing materinl^ed. 
So far as this lv(‘gis]ature is concerned, the first concrete suggestion w’aa 
through a memorial submitted hi Government by a number of memhtMs of 
the Assembly whicli was dated the oth December, 1940, headed by 
Mr. Iswardus Jnlan of my ])art.y. and it included also the name of 
Mr. B. P. Pain and others. Much water has flown down the Ganges, and 
I believe that but for the active support of Sir Henry Birkmyro and some 
members of the European Groun the Government of the dav would not 
probably be alive in regard to tnis very urgent measurt*. But, Sir, I 
submit that Howrah requires cleaning up in respects more than one. 

So far as the ITowrah Municipality is concerned, it had been in the 
lime light for some time past and Government thought fit to mutilate the 
reports ot an enquiring committee appointed by Government through a 
press note so much s(* as to give the air that the com])laiuts made against the 
Chainnan-Minister were all absolutely Avithout foundation. The Publi- 
city Minister of the G(»veruiiient of Bengal cun hardly congrut\ilatc him- 
self for tl»e performance made through that press note and the guilty 
mind is apparent throughout. 

So far as the improvement of Howrah is concerned, may I submit. Sir, 
that nothing can be done so long as the complaints against the present 
Minister-Chairman of the ITowrah Muniidpality arc init j)ro}»crly viewed 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, this is tlie Ciil<utta Improvement 
(Howrah Amendment) Bill. So, don’t bring in the innnicipaliiy. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, T do not know why the Ministers 
of Government are .‘;o very anxious to stultify discnsMiori on a measure on 
which they thought it necessary to go to the whole hog and make state- 
ments ba.sed on inadequate grounds and on the basis of ‘bravado mad(‘ else- 
where. The Chief Mini.ster said: ‘‘Wait. You will have something for 
which you will find 

Mr. SPEAKER: Please confine yourself to this Bill. ^ 

Dr. NALIHAKSHA SANYAL: I submit, Sir, that he laughs W 
who laughs last. I know that Government had manipulated’ certain press 
and wrote editorial notes exonerating 

Mr SPEAKER: We are not discussing the merits and demerits of 
the municipal administration of Howrah or the *Ministers. Here the 
measure is the Calcutta Improvement f Howrah Amendment) Bill. This is ’ 
going to be referred ip a Select Comifiittee. If you have anything to say 
with regard to the principles involved, it is welconle. * 
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Dn NALINAK8HA 8ANYALS Sir, I am confining mysell i to the 
varioufl interests in Howrah and the improvement of Howrah which are 
stated in the Statement of Obiects and Eeasons as the primary purpose of 
introducing this legislation. 1 submit, Sir, that, so far as the improve- 
ment of Howrah is concerned, hardly anything can be done so long as the 
Minister-Chairnian continues and he is continuing under the patronage of 
the present Ministry. The Bill may become absolutely infructuous. There- 
fore Government should direct their attention to proper quarters and I will 
only invite your attention to the relevant correct extracts from the reports 
submitted by the Judges who enquired into the matter 

Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot allow that. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: You know, Sir,, how very mutilated 
was the report published in the press. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Hr. Sanyal, will you kindly resume your seat? I 
cannot allow you to speak on such matters. You have got to cdhfine your- 
self to the principles embodied in the Bill. 

Qr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: And also the personnel mcHtioned in 
the motion for reference to the Select Committee. 

Mr. SPEAKER: No. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: There is a Select Committee proposed. 
There are certain names suggested for the Sele(‘t Committee and the name 
of Mr. Barada Trosanna Pain, the Minister-Chairman, is one. I am 
entitled to say to the House how very unfair it would be to })ermit such 
a person to be on a Select Committee against whom some very serious 
indictments were made by the Judges wdio were a})pointed by Government 
to enquire into the conduct of Mr. Pain. So far as I understand, the 

Judges have, in addition to their report submitted a beparate note 

(interruption). 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: On a point of order, 8ir. That 
is not correct. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. Whether he is correct or not, I am 
not here to judge that. He can certainly say that so and so is not a desir- 
able man and that he ought not to be on the Select Committee. If he 
makes an incorrect statement with regard to that particular gentleman, 
you are here to contradict that. But I cannot correct it. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: So far as this House is concerned, I 
believe I have got the privilege of making mv observations in my own 
way. Government have their right to make insinuations outside the House 
in their press communique which they have deliberately done in issuing 

the false report to the press (interruption) 1 would like to know why 

Government did not release the full report to the public. If they did so*, 
then that would reveal something 

Mr. SPEAKER: I don’t think I can allow you to dilate on that. 
You can say at the most that he is not a desirable man ; that the full report 
has not been placed before the House and that you do not know w^hat the 
report is. I ca»not allow you to digress further than that. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I find that severe castigations have 
been made against the Mioister-Chairman and I am also informed that 
the Enouiry Committee have submitted ^ special confidential note 
addressed to the Chief Secretofrv to the Government of Bengal whi^b has 
not seen the light of day. they made that report with the idea that 
• although some matters 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: On a point of order, Sir. 

(IitteiTUptian.) * ' 
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Mr« SPEAKER: Will you kindly resume your seat? Dr. Sanyal» 
I Lave given you repeated directions. I am sorry to say that you are not 
keeping yourself within the limits. I will allow you to say — and that can 
be said in one sentence — that the report has not been published, that the 
report which you have somehow come to know says this and that therefore 
Mr. Pain is not a desirable man. Don’t go further thtm that. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Unfortunately there are certain 
p^ublications made by Government or on the authority of Government. 
They give the public outside an incorrect idea of the position. I have also 
got relevant extracts from that report and you will see how Government 
have mutilated that report. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am sorry we cannot discuss the ]»er8onal character 
of any member or the report in its entirety while discussing a motion for 
reference to the Select Committee. The main thing is either you support 
the motion or you do not support it. In that, I will ])ermii the discussion 
of the prindples involved in the Bill. As to the personnel of the Select 
Committee, j'ou can say that a certain person is undesirable from your 
point of view. But if you go on dilating 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I have got to convince the members. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I cannot allow that. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: How cun I convince the members 
then? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I cannot allow yon. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I am not going to quote the whole 
report. I am going to read only certain extracts. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Have you got the report with ycm? I want to see 
whether you are a('tually reading from it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: No, that is not your look out. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It is certainly my look out. This is a ptnnt which 
you have yourself raised before. 

Dr. NALIHAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Hr. S anyal, will you kindly resume your seatK You 
have raised this jM)int before that when somethiiig is read out from a 
document, the otlier parties may say that it cannot he r(‘ad out unless the 
document is available to the House. Therefore if you say that it is an 
extract, 1 cannot allow you that. You can say “I know that this is so 
and so”. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I am not reading out from the docu- 
ment. I am reading out from my notes. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: On a noint of 
order, Sir. It is contrary to parliamentary practice for a member to be 
allowed to pretend to read extracts from a confidential document unless 
the confidential document is available to the members of the Hous<*. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURi: Is the report confidential? 

The HOfiHMe Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir in all fairness 
you should claim the right to inspect the dmument and also to attest the 
veracity of the member concerned. , 

Dr. NALiNAK8HA 8ANYAL: I trust that the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge* of Finance who is very truthful in all his dealings in life knows 
very well that the document concerned* is not confidential. It has b^en 
supplied to the press. 
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Mr* SPEAKER: Order^ order. Dr. Sanyal, I am on my legs. I am 
eoiry to see that mutoal recrimination is going on. 1 cannot ^low this 
sort of mntnal recrimination which is absolutely irreleTant to the subject- 
matter before the House. Dr. Sanyal, I have already said that I cannot 
allow you to say that you are quoting from a certain document unless the 
entire document is before me and there is right in the other side to say 
that in that case the entire document should be produced. You can, as I 
have already stated, say that a certain person is undesirable from your 
point of view. But if you go on digressing into details about any matter 
which is unconnected, I am sorry I cannot allow that. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: If under your ruling I am debarred 
from quoting exact words from the document which for purposes of the 
State has been kept from the ]jublic, I would only bring to the notice of 
the House whatever I have discovered carefully after a diligent study of 
the report of the members of that Enquiry Committee. It has also come 
to my notice that apiyt from that report the members had sjjhniitted one 
confidential note to the Chief Secretary to the Government of Bengal 
where they stated that for obvious reasons they could not put all these 
down in the main report but that they had come across certain matters 
which they felt, in spite of the fact that they were appointed by the 
Provincial Government, it was their duty to ])ring to the notice of the 
Chief Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: On a point of order, Sir, You 
have stated that it is open te members to discuss ]»ersonalities. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You can never discuss personalities. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: You have stated that it is open 
to a member discuss whether a certain i)ersoii is a desirable (►r an un- 
desirable man on the Select Committee. That is ('leating a dangerous 
precedent in the sense that whenever a Select Committee is proposed, it 
would Im* open for any member to cast aspersions against another member. 

Mr. SPEAKERS That cannot be allowed. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: He is doing that. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will you kindly resume your seat? Rule ]2(viti) 
makes it absolutely clear that in his speech no member can make a i>ersonal 
charge against any other member. I cannot allow any member to make 
a personal charge against anybody. All that he can say is that in view 
of certain facts in his opinion he ought not to be on the Select Committee. 
That is all that he can say. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I would appeal to Dr. Sanyal not to 
break the conventioi] of tliis House which has been established all these 
years not to raise objeetions against any person at the time when the 
motion for refereuee to a Select Committee i^^ dis<‘ussed. But if you enter 
into the question whether a particubvr member is desirable or undesirable, 
then it will be questioning the agreement. 

Sir, the convention of this House is that the different Whips of the 
different party's settle the personnel of the Select Committee so far their 
party is concerned to represent their party. It is in the opinion of the 
Chief \^Hiipr of the Government who should represent the Government Party 
and it is in the opinion df the Whips of the other parties who should 
reprevsent their parties on tl^e Select Commk;tee. If he once breaks this, 
otliers can question or the House can question the desirability of a particular 
member. Then, Sir’ the wholesome convention will not be there and then 
ii^ere will be a Select Committee not representing the different parties but 
a Select Committee by a majority party carrA'ing a resolution in the House. 
Tha?t will be a state ^f thing which will not be proper and if. Sir, the 
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Opposition Whip insists then, I can assure you, GoverMent is not ^oing 
to consult any of the Whips of the party in constituting the Select 
Comniittee. 

(Cries of “Oli, oh” from the Opposition Benches.) 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALi: May I submit to you that there 
is no motion before the House that the name of the Ilon’ble Mr. Baratla 
Prosanna Pain be deleted. So it is not open to him tu discuss that. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I can (juite see the force of the argument that has 
now been placed before nn' by Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali. Strictly 
speaking, even on a motion about the personnel of a eommitU'C objection 
can be made. There may be propo.sal fnr deletion of the name of a certain 
member or there may be proposal for tbe substitution of the name of a 
member or there may be proposal for aildition of et'rtuin members generally 
when there is motion for reference to a Select (\)mniittee. A question of 
principle is involved here. In the present case there is no motion for dele- 
tion of any Siame but still even if there be no motion to that elfect, every 
member has got the right to vote against the entire motion. Tlu'refore if 
a certain member says that in his opinion the constitution of the (knmniitee; 
as proposed, is not a desirable constitution, it is open to him tq make his 
submission to that effect. But in doing so, I will certainly not allow any 
personal reflection because that is against the rules. Rule is clear 

on that point. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: 1 submit, Sir, that the rule referred 
to by you, if it is read and re-read proi>erly 

Mr. 8PEAKER: i have already given my ruling. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA^8ANYAL: It refers to personal rnnduet and 
personal charge. I shall be entirely within my rights to criticise the public 
conduct ol a public man. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: T)r. Sanyal, T cannot allow you any longer to dilate 
upon personalities. 1 will not allow you 5 you havt* saiil (‘noiigh. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8AHYAL: I will speak on the public conduct of 
a public man. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: No, 1 (annot allow' you that in this connection. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Why not? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: No quest ion of why; rules do not permit and I will 
not allow'. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Why not? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, please. You are challenging my ruling, T 
\vill not allow' it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I am entirely within my rights and 
I shall speak within my rights. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I won’t allow you. Will you ait down? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; Sir 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. I won’t alhiw you. I have given you 
25 mmutes. • ^ 

Dr. NALiNAKSHA 8ANYAL: The rule saya-^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: If you talk again, I will have to take disciplinary 
action against you. 
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Tha Hoil’bla Mr« TARAK NATH MUKER4EA: I accept tlie amend- 
ments of Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali. As regards the observations made 
by Dr. Sanyal I would like to say that the aspersions cast by him against 
certain members of the Select Committee are absolutely without founda- 
tion and I would only treat them (Dr. Nalinaksha Saxyal: With the 
contempt you deserve) with the contempt they deserve. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question before the House is 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, I want to speak. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have said I won’t allow you. Kindly do not disturb 
the business of the House. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I have a right to speak on the other 
motion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is DO other motion. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: There is a motion including the names 
of other members — short-notice amendment. You have accepted the short- 
notice amendment. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Sit down; I wiW request you not to continue like that. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I only humbly beseech you not to take 
up this attitude. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have thrice requested you. If you do not sit down, 
I will have to take disciplinary action. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I most humbly beseech you not to do 
any injustice. ^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: While 1 am speaking you ought not to speak. This 
is for the last time 1 am requesting you not to di.sturb the proceedings of 
the House. J hope you will resume your seat afid will not rise again. 

The question before the House is- — 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will you kindly resume your seat and 
enable me to speak P Unless you take your seat how can 1 make my 
submission P 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr, Sanyal, I do not want to hear your submission. 
If you rise again I will have to name you. 

The question before the House is that the motion of the Hon’ble 
Mr. Taruk Nath Mukerjea that the Calcutta Improvement (Howrah Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1944, be referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) Mrs. Hasina Murshed, m.b.e., 

(2) the Hon’ble Mr. Barada Prasanna Pain, 

(3) ^Mr. M. A. II. Ispahani, 

(4) Mr. Shyama Prasad Barman, 

(5) Mr. J. W. Chippendale, 

(0) Sir Henry Birkmyre, Bart., 

(7) Mr. Ashutosh Miillick, 

(8) Mr. A.siinuddm Ahmed, 

(9) Dr. Sdhaullah, 

(10) Sir Hari Sankar Paul, 

(11) the lion’ble Minisjter in charge of Public Health and Local Self- 

Government, 

(12) the Hon'ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerje^, m.b.e, (the mover), 

(13) Mr. Atul Krishna Ghose, and 

.(14) Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rauf, 

»ritl\ instructions to submit their report by the Slst January, 194o, the 
quorum of the Select Committee being fixed at four. 
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The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: No point of order arises. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: It does arise. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It does not. Please resume your seat. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The Hon’ble Mr. Tarak Nath 
Mukerjea’s name did not appear in the motion but you mentioned that 
name. Where is it? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I have heard it very carefully. The Hon’ble Mr. Tarak 
Nath Mukerjea himself said “the mover’^ and “the mover" means Mr. Tarak 
Nath Mukerjea. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Am I to understand that Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi ' Jalaluddin Ahmad goes out? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Certainly not. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, did you allow the short-notice 
amendment to the personnel of the Select Committee? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Certainly I did, and it was accepted. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: The convention is that certain propor- 
tion of names 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, please. The matter has already been decid(‘d. 

I cannot allow you further discussion. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There cannot be any point of order at this stage. 

The Albert Victor Leper Hospital (Amendment) Bill, 1944. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, in tin* absence of 
the Hon'blc Minister in charge of the Local Sell-Oovernment Department 
may 1 have your permission to introduce the Albert Victor iicper Hospital 
(Amendment) Bill, 1944? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, I beg to introduce 
the Albert Victor Leper Hospital (Amendment) Bill, 1944. 

(Secretary then read out the short title of the Bill.) 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: On a point of r)rdcr. Sir. Have you 
got any authority given to the member -who has now risen to acl on behalf 
of Government and in substitution of the member in charge? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, he asked for my permission ami I have permitted 
him. The matter ends there. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: You have got no authority. 

Mr. SPEAKER: No question of authority arises. * 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir I Iteg to move 
that the Albert Victor Leper Hospital (Amendlnent) Bill, 1944, bo taken 
into consideration. « 

Sir, it is a short and simple Bill, and it hag bepn duly gazetted and 
circulated; and honourable members know that it is only to remove certain . 
technical defects and for better working of the hospital that this amend- 
ment of the Bill has been found to be necessary. 



MIS 


GOYERNMERT BILUS. 




Or. NAUMAK8HA 8AMYAL: Sir, 80 far as the Albert Victor Leper 
Hospital (Amendment) Bill is concerned, the Bill appears fo be a very 
Bimple one. The Statement of Objects and Eeasons is that the Bill is moved 
with a view to remove certain diificulties experienced by the Board of 
TruHtees in the matter of disposing by sale or otherwise any of their 
properties even when such sale and disposal are in the interest of the 
institution. The sales and disposals of properties belonging to a public 
institution have given rise to various abuses. In connection with the 
Howrah Municipality we have found that a certain Minister-Chairman abused 
his power in connection with the property 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, I cannot allow (hat: that is irrelevant. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I am giving you an example, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER; I cannot allow that. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KDNDU: You have lost your temper. That 
is not expected of you-g — ^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will you re.siime your seat? It is not a question of 
losing temper. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Yoii are gagging us unnecessarily 
and unreasonably. 

Mr. SPEAKER: What did you say? Will you repeat it? 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: It is no question of repeating. We 
are not school boys. 

Mr. SPEAKER: But unfortunately I have got to play the role of a 
school master. 

(Cries of “No, no“ from Opposition Benches.) 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA' ROY: On a point of privil(*ge, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. 1 am extremelv sorry (hut when an 
irrelevant matter is talked about — and I say it is irreh'vant — tlien also there 
Bhould be support from other uiembers that this irrelevant matter should 
be allowed. 1 iu‘V(‘r expected this. It may he that I am wrong in some 
of my nJings (»ven. But even then, for tin* timt‘ being, that ruling has 
got to he obeyed; without that no business of the House can be earned on. 
That is perfectly true. You may think that 1 have lost my temper: that 
may be your inijiression; but it is not a question of losing temper. Here 
we are (’oneerned with the consideration of a certain Bill which has got 
nothing to tlo with any misconduct on the part of a Minister-Chairman. If 
you try to bring in the miscomluct of the Minister-Chairman in every thing, 
then it will be iin|)ossible to conduct the business of the House. In my 
humble o]>inion it is ab.solutely irrelevant and it should not be allowed. 

Mr. SANTOSrt KUMAR BABU: May 1 just make one obaervation, 
Sir, for your consideration? Whether a matter is relevant or irrelevant 
depeiuls upon the way in whicli the speaker concerned puts it before the 
House. If he .succeeds in making it relevant, it is for you to hold that 
it is 80 . Althftugh apparently thig matter may not relate to the Albert 
Victor Leper Hospital (Amendment) Bill, still it may be presented in such 
a way in relation to the object-matter before us that it may become 
relevant. Our only grievance is that as soon as this matter was mentioned 
you declared it irrelevant without w'aiting to ^ee how a finished parlia- 
mentarian like Dr. Sanyil could utilise this occasion to make it relevant. 

If after consideration of matter you still hold that it is irrelevant, you 
can rule out the whole But^ if at the very outset wlien mention of 

the HovTah Municipality k made yotijt declare that it is irrelevant, then 
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tlie members on this side of the House do feel that you are not jtivinfir that 
consideration to this matter which is expected of you as Speaker of this 
House, 

Mr. SPEAKER: Well, as this has c<»me from the leader of a party I 
am constrained to say a few words in reply, and it is this: it is oertamly 
Hie imperative duty of the Speaker to prevent irrelevant mutter in the very 
begtinning. If the whole thing is finished and then 1 declare it to bO 
irrelevant, it will la* of no use. Apart from that, it juisses my comprehen- 
sion how in the course of consideration of a Hill like the Albert Victor 
Leper Hospital (Amendment) Hill an\ one can bring in a question of .the 
conduct of a particular person in connection with a particular municipality 
somewhere else. Tliiit struck me. That is whs 1 considered it my 
imperative duty to stoj) it then and there, espeeiallv in view of what has 
happened with regard t«) this ver\ matter. If a section of the House think 
that I have done sometliing wrong, I am n‘al!y sorry for it. Hut I havu 
also got to do my iluty according to my light, m\ knowledge and my 
experience. ‘and that is w li.it I have done; anil 1 hoju* I will get the support 
of the entire House including the party of Mr. Hasu in this affair. 

Mr, CHARU CHANDRA ROY: On a point of privilege, Sir — 

Mr. SPEAKER : Ordt*!'. firder. I will not allow aiy\ more discussion 

on this. 

Mr, DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sit, Dr Sanya) was refuting to 
the right of disjHi.sal 

Mr, SPEAKER: Oidei. jdeaM* Will \ou kiinIlN resume Nour seat 

There ought not to be an\ inoii' discussion on ( Ins. Mr. Da tta, 1 know 

that ev(*r\ tiling on earth <-an be attempted to bt* brought in as relevant in 
connection \ntli an\ inattci Wliy the Minister-Chairman in conm^clion 
with the Albert Victoi Leper Hospital (Amendment) Hill aloney Kven 
AinoiKM nia> be said to be iml separated from India in spite of tin* ocean. 
Hut I have to judge relevancy according to in\ own light. I might have 
erred in my concejition about relevancy, but even if I have erred, I tliink 
1 am entitled to the support of tin* entire House. 

Mr, 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, wlien you liave n‘ferred to 
the House, will you kindly allow the Deputy Leader of the 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Excuse me, Mr. Sanyul, I urn not discusHiiig that 
master at all. * 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, I k now that \ou are a human 
being and you are liable to commit mistakes, and we accejit you with all 
your mistakes. But ma\ we expect of \oii to consider one ihing; while 
a membei is being irrelevant oi a(‘ting in a way wdiich vou conaider to be 
improper you are there to pull him up, but at the same time you must 
r^dnember that when you give your ruling >ou must not give that such a 
hard apiiearauce as might wound our feelings because w''e have* no remedy 
in our hands. 

Mr, SPEAKER: Mr. Sunyal, it is painful for me certainly, being the 
Speaker of this Hou.se, to use any word that could wound ,the feelings of 
any member of this House. But circumstances compel me sometimes by 
degrees to use harder and harder expres.sions and you must have noticed 
that. That i.s all that I can tell you. 

Dr. NALINAKiHA SANDAL: Sir, since it has lieen your ruling not 
to refer to a matter which affects the prestige of the Minister-Chairmsa 
«ven if it relates to the public conduct of a man I would not like to bring 
that matter before the Mouse just now. Although I know that out of tM 
6 charges against that public man 

12 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. Dr. Sanyal, your leader is not here 
and I do not know how to deal with you. You say “I will not do this, 
I will not do that’' but you began again by saying that out of 6 charges, 
etc., etc. That is a matter which you must not refer to. We are not 
considering the six charges or anything like that. It is absolutely unfair 
to the Speaker and unfair to the House. I do not like to use any stronger 
expression than this. I think I cannot allow you any more time. If you 
have got anything relevant to place before the House you can go on; other- 
wise I would ask you to sit down. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: T know that from the highest man in 
the land downward including yourself you are all giving protection to a 
particular person. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You are again referring to the same thing. I will 
not allow you to speak. You are absolutely irrelevant. If you speak any- 
thing relevant 1 can give you o minutes more. 

• c 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, the Bill that is before us has been 
with us for some time now. It seeks to amend the Bengal Act IX of Ibdo. 
Section 10 of that Act provides for power of the Board to acquire land 
which is very necessary, hut, Sir, the Act is being amended to give the 
Board power also to sell land. I feel there is a good deal (d lacuna therein 
because, in view of tht* manner in which public Ixalies are being now 
constituted and public men are conducting themselves such power to sell 
land should not be given because on the authority ot the laws that we pass 
if somebody sells land and the land ilisappears and t*ven after tliat no pioper 

enquiry is held (laugliter from the (ioveniment Benches) Sir, these 

people are unnecessarily laughing. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: IMease go on. You need not laugh also. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: If my friends laugh like this W'hile I 
am speaking wliat can I do^ If the auditors' report says that there is no 
land wanting and no eiuiuiry is held wdiat can we do?' Where is the 
remedy. Tiider the circumstances it is better not to give any power to 
the Board because such power is likely to be abused under the present 

regime. Land might disappear (again laughter from the Government 

Benches ) . 

Mr. SPEAKER: Why did you mot put' forward these arguments so 
long? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. You did not all(»w me to speak. What 
can T do? 

Mr. SPEAKER: PI ease go (»u. 1 can give \oii <»iie more minute to 

finish. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Then, Sir, we find not only there is 
ripht provided to part with land by sale but also take land on lease or other- 
wise acquire. Now, the expression “otherwise acijuire” is a very dangerous 
term as you may all guess. These words “otherwise acquire” . Sir. I cannot 
understand. Wo have .seen instances of some individual public man's 
property being increased (laughter). 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Y'ou'are giving material for enjo>inent. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I find tlfby are all enjoying at my 
expense. I only hope that an opportunity will be provided by this Govern- 
ment, which is so very vociferous and hmd in some respects, to let us have 
a proper forum for thrashing out whole question which ha** led to so 
xnuc*h unpleasantness today. 
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Tht Hon'ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I hay« nothing to «ay 

in reply to wliat Dr. Sanyal haa stated^ but I would only, refer him to sub- 
clause (2) of clause 2 where the Board is empowered to sell, lease, etc., only 
with the previous sanction of the Provincial (Joverninent. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea that the Albert 
Victor Leper Hospital (Amendment) Bill. 1944, be taken into considera- 
tion was then put and agreed to. 


Clause 1. 


The question that clause I stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 2. 


The question that clause 2 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Preamble. 


The que.stion that th<‘ Preamble stand part of the Bill, was then put and 
agreed to. 


The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: 1 beg to move that 
the Albert Victor Leper Hospital (Amendment) Bill, 1944, us settled in the 
Assembly, be j)asse<l. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adj(mrne<l at 7-o p.m. till 4 p.m. on M()!\du^> , the 
4th December. 1944, at the Assembly House, (’alcutta. 
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Proceedingf of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled tinder 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, (’aleuttu, on Monday, the 
4th December, 1944, at 4 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Si)eaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Sykd X.\ushki{ Aij) in the Chair, 
Hon’ljle Ministers and 1*19 luemberH. 

Obituary. 

Mr. SPEAKER; I^adies and K^entlemeu, it is my melancholy duty to 
refer to the death of Mr. Tariiiicharan l^raiuauik, a sittinj^ memf>er of the 
Assembly from Malda. Mr. Pramanik died on the 24th November last at 
the Aziinjfanj hospitaf. * 

Simple and una.s.suminp^ in maiiner.s, he was a j^entleman of religious 
temperament and benevolent nature and possesseil fine literar\ qualities. 

I feel it is the desire of the House to send a me.ssage of condolence to 
the bereaved family. I hope members will signify their assent by rising in 
their seats. 

(Members rose in their seats.) 

Thunk you, ladies and gentlemen. Secret arv will take necessarj action 

The ilouHo stands adjourned till 4 p.m. tomorrow. 

Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 4-o p.m. till 4 p.m on Tuesday, the 
Oth December, 1944, at the Assembl> Huildings, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935* 

The Asskmhly met in tlie Ahsemhly House, (\ilciitta, on Tuesday, the 
5th December, 11 >44, at 4 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Deputy Speaker (Mr. Syh> Jaeaixodin Hashemy^ in the Chair, 
10 Hon’ble Miiii*<ters and IMS members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

• « 

Adviser to the Director of Industries, Bengal. 

•44. Miss MIRA DUTTA GUPTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister ia 
charge of the Industries Department be pleased to state — 

(0 who is the Kngiiieering A<lvi.sei to the Director of Industries, 
Bengal; 

(ii) whether he is a Hungarian; and 

{ill) if so, whether his movements are or were iwer restricted ^ 

(h) If the rej)ly to ia ' (///) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the rcas(»n whs he has been appoint(‘d in sut“h a respon- 
sible post ? 

(c) Will the Ibm’hle Minister ]>e pleased to .state his Kfigineering quali- 
firations, theoretical and practical? 

{d) Is it a fact that hiv behavnmr to subordinate staffs is rude and that 
he actually assaulted his office assistants? 

(i) Has the II on'ble Minister reciMved a }K‘titi()n from any Jiflirer com- 
plaining al)out the rude behaviour and assault on officers f>v the said 
Engineering Adviser? 

(/) If so, will the Ilon'ble Minister bo pleased to state wbut stojis, if any, 
have been taken thereon ? 

MINISTER in charge of the INDUSTRIES DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr, K. Shahabuddin) : I want the permission of Mr. Deputy 
Speaker to read out the answer in an amended form. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN: The Engineer has been work- 
ing in the War Supplies section under Mr. S. (\ Mitter whcf was then func- 
tioning as an agent of the Central (jovemm<‘nt in the matter of W’ar supplies 
and was solely responsible to that Government in this respect. The War 
Supplies section has since been taken fiver by the Central Government under 
their direct coiftrol. anrl I do not therefore feel competent t* antiwer the 
question which relate.s to a matter of administration for which I am not 
responsible. ^ 

Requisition of Patiya Guru Training School buildings by the Military. 

•45. Dr. SANAULLAH; {a* Will the H<m’hle Minister in cliarge of 
the Educatit)ij Department be plea.sed to state whether it is a fact — 

(*) that the Patiya Guru Training School building w’ithin Chittagqng 
district was requisitioned for the military; 
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(n) that the said school was proposed to be transferred to the Shakpur 
High English School compound on the recommendation of th 
District Inspector of Schools and approved by the District Magu 
trate ; 

(m) that Rs.2,000 was sanctioned for the construction of new houses fo 
the Gurus; and 

(tv) that the Shakpura High English School Committee agreed by 
resolution to give necessary land free of rent? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the afl&nnative, will the Hon’ble Miniate 
be pleased to state the reason why the Divisional Inspector of School 
overrode the recommendations of two District Inspectors? 

(c) Will the Hon ’hie Minister be pleased to lay on the Table copies o 
the reports of the two District Inspectors? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bl( 
Mr. TamizucMin Khigi): (a) Tea. , 

S Representations were subsequently received from influential quartern 
iiya for the retention of the Guru Training School at Patiya. Th< 
District Magistrate ultimately agreed to the proposal in consideration of th< 
public demand and of the greater facilities available at Patiya. 

(c) In view of the reply fo (h) no useful purj)ose will be served by placing 
on the Table copies of correspondence of the local inspecting officers. 

Dr. 8ANAULLAH: Will the Hon’ble Mini.ster be pleased to state the 
names of the influential persons? 

The Hon'ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN; 1 want notice 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Heilth of Babu Hinlal Maity, a security prisoner. 

21. Mr. I8WAR CHANDRA MAL: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of Home (Jails) Department aware of the fact — 

(t) that security i)risoner Babu Iliralal Muity, detained in Midnapore 
Central Jail, suffered from tooth trouble followed by disorder in 
the food digestion during his detention ; 

(ti) that his two molar tcefh have lx‘en extracted; 

(ill) that ho was warned by the Jail Dentist that he would lose more 
teeth if the extracted teeth were not replaced in proper time by 
false teeth; 

(ir) that the said Hiralal Babu appbed to the Government to the * said 
offei^t on the 28th October, 11^13, followed by a reminder on the 
Lst December, 1943; and 

(v) that he has been instructed by the Jail Doctor that another molar 
tooth is to be extracted? 

(b) If the replies to (<i) are in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(i) the steps that (Tovernment have taken on the applications; and 
(it) if no stej> ha.s been taken, is he considering the desirability of sanc- 
tioning money f(tr replacing the ftil.se teeth? 

t 

.,..**'.'*'5.^';!* !" DEPARTMEMT (the Hon'bl* 

Khwtja Sir Nuimuddin): (m) and (»r) Yes. 

' (n) No, his one ‘molar and canine teeth have been extracted. 

(t>) No. 
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(b) His applications were rejected by (lovemment as his case did not 
satisfy the conditions under which dentures at Govemmeiit cost are supplied 
tC security prisoners. 

Arrest and detention of SJ« Amulya Mukherjee. 

22. Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charjye of the Iloine Department be pleased to state whether it 
is a fact — 

(i) that Sj. Amulya Mukherjee of the district of Jessore was arrested 
and detained for about two months without any facilities to com- 
municate with memlw^rs of his family, until he was brought to 
the Presidency Jail; 

{it) that during this jK»rit>d his old mother of about HO years of age, and 
ailing wife were left without any trace or news of Sj. Mukherjee's 
whereabouts ; 

(lit) thaf Sj. Mukherjee’s wife succuml>ed to the shock and beoamo 
insane ; 

(ir) that Sj. Mukherjee applied to Government from the Presidency Jail 
for certain facilities to attend to his w'ife and to arrange projier 
medical treatments for her; and 
(v) that afterwards he was transferre<l to Delhi? 

(b) Will the Ilon’ble Minister l>e pleased to state — 

(i) what facilities, if any, 

(A) he asked for, and 

(11) Government accorded to him in response to his |ietitiont 
relatifig to the ailment of his wife; 

(it) what is the present condition of his — 

(A) W'ife, and 
(JJ) mother; 

(in) whether Government have grunted any allowuoes for- - 
(A) tlieir maintenance, and 
(II) the treatnrent of Mrs. Mukherjee? 

(iv) where precisely Sj. Mukherjee has been lodged at present for hin 
detention ; and 

(r) what are the grounds for his detention? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Eir NAZIMUDDIN: (a)(i) and (n) No. 

(Hi) My infonnation is that she suffered from insanity on a previoui 
occasion and that after her liusband's arrest she had a temporary relapse, 

(iv) and (c) Yes. 

(6)(i) (A) He prayed for one month’s home lea\e. 

(B) No action was possible as he had already l)een transferreil to the 
custody of the Chief Commissioner, Delhi. 

(it) They are reported to Ih* keeping quite fit. 

(iii) An allowance of Rs.»10 per month has been granted by the Govern- 
ment of India. 

(iv) and (v) I have no information. 

Sj. Sushtn Mifkharjae, i security prieoner. 

23. Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: (a) Will the Eon'ble 
Minister in charge of the Hotne (Jails) Dei«\rtment \ye pleased to state 
whether it is a fact — 

(i) that he was informed by security prisons Si. Sushen Mukherjee of 
“Amar Kutir”, Bolpur, now lodged in the Presidency Jail that 
the Kopai floods in July last caused heavy, damage to his work- 
shops, larm and homestead ; 
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(ft) that he had iirgently a^ked for the grant of home leave for 15 dajs 
only, under any conditions to the satisfaction of Government to 
eriaWe him to mitigate the effect o| damage and losses of his 
property ; 

(tit) that he had earlier requested Government to grant him similar 
facilities to enable him to save his business farms; and 
{iv) that he had addressed written communications to Government to 
the above effect? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister l>e pleased to state — 

(i) whether Mr. Mukherjee was granted home leave as asked for or 
any other facilities to enable him to save ^s property and mini- 
mise his losses during the Kopai floods ; 

(if) how many written communications Mr. Mukherjee addressed to 
him ; 

(Hi) the dates thereof relating to his ]irayei' tor home leave; and 
(iv) whether any of the uforesaid coiniminicntions were replie<l to by 
Govenimerit ? 

(^c) If the answers to (b)(i) and (ir) are in the negative, will the IToirble 
Minister l>e pleased to stAte the reasons thereof? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister l>e pleased to state — 

(i) whether Government made any encjuiries and ascertained the losses 

Hustaiiied l)y Mr. Mukherjee as stated in his written commiini- 
cations to him ; and 

(u) whether Government are considering the desirability of grantiug 
him home leave? 

(e) Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact — 
(0 that Mr. Mukherjee is alxmt (iO years of age; 

(ii) that he is a bachelor without any relations of liis own to look after 

his property and business; ami 

(Hi) that he is the proprietor and manager of two manufacturing farms, 
vk . — ^ 

(1) S. S. Stores & Agencies, ('alciitta (no'w closed down since 
his arrest and detention'), 

(‘v^) Jlengal Stores & Agencies, liombiiy. with their manufactur- 
ing workshops at “Amar Kiitir”, Bolpur, and of an exten- 
sive agricultural farm at the latter place? 

The HOfl’Me Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; (a)(i). {H) and (tr) Yee. 

(Hi) No. 

(b) (j) No. 

(it) Iwo. 

(Hi) Itith and <Ith duly, lfM3. 

(tr) Yes. * 

(c) Tlie water subsided soon after the eecurity prisoner's representation 
for nome leave and the inmates of “Amur Kutir" took up the repairs of 
the damages caused by the floods. 

(d) (i) Yes. • 

(it) No. ' 

(#)(t) Tm. 

(it) and (Hi) I have no infbrmation except that he has an elder brother. 

Wakf eetatee in Bengii. 

KljWi BeMlIlV Hiji BADI* AHMED CHAUDHURY: (o) AVill the 
fion ole Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state 
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what works of public utility or works in respect of the improTemeut of iraicf 
estates have been done by the Board of Wakfs since its establishment in 
ld3(>-37 particularly the recover^’ of the Wakf estates? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the Table a stato- 
ment showing — 

(?) (A) the income, and (B) the expenditure of the Board of Wakfs, 
year by year, from 19J^37 to 194w-4^1 separately, the income in 
respect of Wakf contribution stnd exy)enditure for maintenance of 
the staff and in the improvement of Wakf estates; 

(ii) the number of Mutwallis who have been prosecuted for non-payment 
of Wakf contribution; 

(fii) the movable or immovable pniperties of how many Wakf estates 
have been sold for realisation of arrear contribution; 

(/r) the names of Wakf estates under the direct management of the 
^^oard of Wakf, estates under the direct managfunent of the Board 
of Wakfs through its agent, the othcial Mutwalli, during each of 
the y(‘ars since 193G-37 ; and 

(i?) what improvements have been made in those estates during the peflod 
they have been under the management of the Board ? 

(c) Will the llon’blo Minister be pleased to state— 

(i) whether the Annual Reports on the working of the Board of Wakfs 
for the years 193()-37 tc) 1942-43 have been published ; 

(//) if not, why not; and 

(iii) for what years they have been published? ^ 

(d) Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased b) hiy on the Table the Annual 
Reports which have been published up till now? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) There is no provision in the 
Wakf Act for the Wakf Board doing any w’ork of puldic utility. Mutwallis 
are to cany out the wislies and directions of W’^akifs as laid down in the 
Wakf deeds and the Board has to ensure proper administration of Wakf 
estates. Sin< e the introduction oi the Wakf Act, the Board has been able 
to enforce juoiier maintenance of accounts and thus {irevent wastage in good 
many cases, to restore to much lietter condition many of the neglected 
mosqnes, Dargahs, Imnmbarahs, etc., and to remove many irresponsible and 
dishonest Mutwallis. On account of its slender resources the Board has not 
lieen able to take legal steps in a greater measure for the recovery of pro- 
perties lost lAng ago but it lias l>eeii able effectively to check further transfer 
of Wakf properties. 

(6)(t) Two statements are laid on the Table. 

(ft) 198 up to 1943-44. 

(tit) None. 

(tr) The Bc^iird of Wakfs does not manage any Wakf estate direct. A 
statement is laid on the Table showing the estates under the management of 
the Official Mutwalli. 

iv) Repairs, jiayment of large accumulations of Corporation taxes, con- 
testing successfully suits and criminal ca.ses, regular jiaymeni of the dues 
of the lieneficiaries, etc., are the improvement.s effected under the manage- 
ment of the Official Mutwalli. 

(c) and (d) Annual Repoit for 1939-37 has* been published, and a copy is 
laid on the Library Table. Reports for the years 1937-3S to 1939-40 are ready 
for publication and those for subse<juent years are under preparation. 
Paucity of hands in the office, scarcity .of paper and high cost of printing 
are mainly responsible for the delay in the preparatjpn and publicatiQii of 
ike Annual Reports. 
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Stakmeia referred to in reply to (A) of dauee {b)(i) of unstarred yuedion 
No. 24. 


Year. 


1936- 37 

1937- 38 

1938- 39 

1939- 40 

1940- 41 

1941- 42 

1942- 43 


Realisation. 
Rs. a. p. 

72,684 0 0 
80,682 0 0 
76,286 11 0 
83,067 16 0 
86,280 11 0 
83,166 9 9 
67,136 1 4 


Statement referred to in reply to (B) of clause (b) (i) of unstarred question 
X No. 24. 


Item. 

1936-37. 

1937-38. 

1938-39. 

I 

1939-40 


Hm. 

Rh 

a. 

P- 

Rh. 

a. 

P- 

Rh 

a 

P- 

( 1 ) MainUmanro of Wakf 
Board. 

1,000 

867 

0 

0 

476 

4 

0 

658 

14 

0 

(2) Commiwiomir of WakfH 

23,935 

24,000 

0 

0 

24,000 

0 

0 

13,235 

0 

0 

(3) Other ofHoen) 

7,983 

5.952 

9 

0 

.5,261 

5 


8,328 

11 

3 

(4) BtaH (Inepecting. miiiia- 
terial and rneuialfl). 

16,286 

21,803 

10 

0 

28,220 

14 

9 

29,44.5 

13 

3 

(5) Protection and improve- 
ment of Wakf estatofl. 

3,600 

1,548 

12 

0 * 

2,109 

10 

0 

7. .34 8 

4 

6 

Total 

62,703 

54,171 

16 

0 

60,068 

... 

9 

69,016 

11 

0 

Other Expenditure 

9,361 

50,949 

7 

3 

1,06,082 11 1 

66,195 

6 

10 


Item. 

1940-41. 

1 1941-42. 

I 

1942-43. 

Total. 


Re. 



Rfl. 

a. 

P- 

Rs. 

a. 

p. 

Ks. a. 

P 

(1) Maintenanoe of Wakf 
Board. 

758 

6 

0 

422 

2 

0 

247 

2 

0 

4.424 12 

0 

(2) Commiasioner of Wakfg 

16.i>01 

0 

0 

12,832 

14 

0 

15,004 

0 

0 

1,29,607 14 

0 

(8) Other officers 

5,154 

0 

0 

6,700 

0 

0 

4,671 

3 

0 

i 43,050 12 

3 

(4) Staff (IniipcH^ting, miuin- 
ierial and menialH). 

37/284 

4 

6 

36,213 

4 

0 

34.825 

15 

0 

2,03,078 13 

6 

(6) Prote<dion end improve- 
ment of Wakf oetatee. 

2,319 

1 

0 

7,31 

12 

’ 6 

1,484 

9 

3 

19,042 1 

3 

ToUl 

61,511 

11 

6 

54,900 

0 

6 

56,832 

13 

3 

3,99,204 6 

0 

Otibor Expenditure . .* 

: w ; 

69,129 

6 

6 

80,116 

15 

9 

28,394 

13 

9 

4,10,229 12 

0 
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Statement ttferr^ to «n rephi to clause (b) (%r) of unstarred question No. 24. 

J937-3S. 

1. Miar-ber-Khagrajal Wakf Estate at Ohinsura, Hooghly (ainoo 
released). 

2. Basri Shah I>argah Wakf Estate at 17, Chitpore Bridge Approach. 

3. Late Tasaddaque Hossain Wakf Estate at 30, Mechuabaxar Street 
(released on the 2iid November, 1930). 

4. Elahi Buksh Butler Wakf Estate at 10, Kkbalpore Lane, Kidderpore. 

5. Ghutyari Sheriff Dargah Wakf Estate at Baiisra under the police- 
station Canning, 24-Parganas. 

6. Venkey Rao Wakf Estate at b^3, Keshab Chandra Sen Street. 

ms^39. 

1. Lasker Line Mosque Wakf Estate at 5, St. George’s Gate Road» 
Hastings. 

2. Dulari Bibi Wakf Estate at 2, Gas Street (released on the 2nd Sep- 
tember, 1940). 

3. Mir Ramzan Ali Wakf Estate at 14, Eden Hospital Road. 

4. Abdur Rohim Wakf Estate at 30. Mirpara l^ane, Salkia, Howrah. 

5. Md. Tayeb Wakf Estate at 25, (\)llin Street. 

6. Paglq l*ir Dargah Wakf Estate at Tollyganj, 24-Purganas (since 
releastni ) . 

7. Olfatiinnessa Kliatun Wakf Estate at Barisal (released on the 2l8t 
P'ebruary, 1940). 

8. Munahi Ilassan Ali Wakf l^tate at II, liumsanker Roy I/iine. 

9. Bibibazar Mos(jue Wakf EstaO^at 21B, Gunfoundry Road. 

10. Muniriiddin Ahmed Wakf Estate at 27/2, rpi)er ('ireular Road. 

miK4(). 

1. K. IL H. Md Hossain A or.s. Wakf Estate at 8 & 41, Zakaria Street. 

mO‘4L 

1. Munshi Ha.ssau Ali Wakf Estate at II, Hamsankar Roy Isine. 

2. Late Illahada^l Wakf Estate at 102, Rii)on Street (since released). 

3. Ramzan Ali Miillick Wakf Estate at Bargachia, Howrah (released 
on the 29th November, 1940). 

1941- 42. 

1. Munshi Gholam M<1. -Ian Wakf Instate at 27, 1 iljala Rx^ad. 

1942- 43, 

hi Dhubin Talab Mos(jue Wakf Estate at 142H, Rehaghata Road. 

1943- 44. 

1. Haji Babullah Wakf Estate at 10, Rii>on Lane. 

2. Miahjan Khaii.sama Wakf Estate at 15, Ramsanker Roy 1/ane. 

3. Md. Mozahar Ali Wakf Estate at 15/2, Berhulal Itoad. 

4. Eatema Khatun Wakf Estate at 72, Jes.sore Road. 

Inspectors of Factory Inspection Departmei^ 

25. Mr. CIA8UDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’bR Minister in 
charge of the Commerce, Labour and Industrie's I)ef>artment, be pleased to 
stater— 

(/) the present total number of In.spectors in the E'actory Iusi>ection 
Department; and 

(u) how' many of them are (1) Europeans, (2) Hindus and (3) Muslims? * 

(h) Is it a fact that some time ago arivertisements were made calling 
for applications from Muslim candidates to fill up th^ post of an Inspector of 
Factories? 
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(c) If 80 , wili the* IJori’ble Minister be pleased to state whether a Muslim 
Jiaa been appointed to that post? 

(d) If not, what are the reasons for not appointing a Muslim to the post 
AS yet? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMERCE, LABOUR and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. K. Shahabuddin) : (a)(i) There are 9 
Inspectors including the Chief Inspector. 

(it) (1) Europeons 4, (2) Hindus 4 and (3) Muslims 1. 

(fj) Yes. 

(r) No. 

(d) No qualified candidate fit for appointment was available and so the 
{•ost has [>een thrown open to all communities. 

Filling up of post of Chief inspector of Factories. 

26. Mr. GIASUDDm AHMED; {a) Will the Hon'ble Minister in 
charge of the rominerce, liubour and Industries Department be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact — 

(i) that the Chief InHj>ector of Eaetories is on leave preparatory to 
retirement ; and 

(n) that there is soon going to be a vacancy in the jH)st?‘ 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
vacancy is gtnng to W filled up by the Public Service (‘ommission? 

(c) If not, will the llon’ble Minister be ])lease(I to state what are the 
reasons thereof? 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN: lo) Yes 

(h) If fhe vacancy is filled bv promotion of one of the existing Inspectors, 
.that is to say, by promotion within the service, a reference to the Commis- 
sion is not necessary’. 

(r) Does not arise. 

Reconstitution of Jaipaiguri District Board. 

27. Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Public Health and I^ocal Self-(iovernment Department be 
pleased to state — 

(1) the total numlier of the (?) elected and (?/) nominated members 

of the dalfMiiguri District Board ; 

(2) the name and community, i.e.. Caste Hindu, Scheduled Cas^ or 

Muslim in each ca.se of the elected and nominated members of 
the (.4) outgoing a,s well as of the (/?) recently constituted Board; 

(3) the criterion on w’hich the nomination was given; 

(4) the resj)ective population figiires of the 1931 and 1941 censuses of 

each community — Caste Hindu, Scheduled Caste and Muslims; 
and 

(6) the reasons why no nomination was given to the Scheduled Caste in 
the recent (.H}ustitution of the board? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi 
ilalaluddin Ahmad): (!)(?)' P2 Elected members and (n> 12 Nominated 
members. ^ • 

(2) A statement is laid on the Table. 

(3) Nominations are made in order to secure the services of i^rsoiu 
ipeciolly' fitted for appointment and to secure tlie association of officials in 
2he adeainistration of local bodies. In this case the interests of tea-gar(}ens 
and landl^olders ha^^ also been considered. 
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(4) A statement is laid on the Table. 

(5) Four Scheduled Caste members were elected and this was oonsidared 
•ufficient representation for the Scheduled Caste population. 

Utatejnent referred to i» reply to clause {f2) of unitonW quetiion No, 27, 

(A) Outgoing Boaju>. 


Elected, 

1. Babu Priya JSath Go^wami — Caste Hindu. 

2. Itai Sahib Nilmoni Das — (’a?>te Hindu. 

3. Babu Mohendra I^iil Bo'^t* — Caste Hindu. 

4. Babu Dhireudra Kumar Bhowmic — Caste Hindu. 

5. Babu Blrendra Kumar (iuha — Caste Hindu. 

(J. Babu Bidhu Bhusan Karjee — Scheduled (?asie. 

7. Maulvi Md. Sukurulla — Muslim. 

8. Maplvi Momtazuddin Prodhan — Muslim. , 

9. Babu Ilajmohau Roy — vScheduled ('aste. 

10. Babu Rajendra Nath Roy — Scheduled Caste. 

11. Babu Nityananda Roy — Scheduled Caste. 

12. Mr. J. T. Younpr — European Christian. 

N ouitiiated 

13. Mr. T Ward .Mian — European ('hristiiui. 

14 Mr. (reo. McIntosh, c.h.k., k.d — E uropean Christian. 

15. Mr. C. G. Smyth— KurofM’un Christian. 

10. Rai do> Go\iiido Guha llaliadur — Caste Hindu. 

17. Babu Nalini Ranjan Ghr)sh*“(Xste Hindu. 

18. Rai Bahadur Bipulemlra .\ath Banerjee — Caste Hindu. 

10. Subdi visional Officer, Sudar — l)oe.s not arise. 

20. SulKlivisional Otticer, Alipur Duar- Does not arise. 

21. District Trafli(' Su|H‘rinteii(lent, Benj^al and Assam Ilailiray — Does 
not ari.se. 

22. Babu Madhusudan Roy — Scheduled Caste. 

23. Khan Bahadur A. M. L. Rahman, m.l.a. — Muslim. 

24. Khan Bahadur G. Kibria — Muslim. 

(B) Recenti.t Constituted Boajid. 

Elected, 

1. Maulvi Lutfar Rahman — Muslim. 

2. Maulvi Abdul Karim Mia — Muslim. 

3. Maulvi Gomiruddin Prodhan — Muslim. 

4. Rai Sahib Nilmoni Das — Caste Hindu. 

5. Babu Dhirendra Kumar Bhowmic — (^aste Hindu. 

6. Rai Sahib Monis Chandra Roy — (Jastc Hindu. 

7. Babu Nityananda Roy — Scheduled Caste. 

8. Babu Surendra Nath Roy — Scheduled Caste. 

9. Babu Nagendra Nath lte>y — Scheduled Caste. 

10. Babu Rajmohan Roy — Scheduled Caste. 

11. Mr. J, T. Young — European Christian. 

12. Mr. H. C. Jones — European Christian. 

» Nominated, , 

13. Mr. Geo. McIntosh, c.b.e., e.d.— E uropean Christian. 

14. Mr. T. Ward Allan — Euroj^ean Christian. 

16. Mr. C. G. Smyth — European Christian. 

16. Subdivisional Officer, Sadar — Does not arise? 
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17. Subdiviflional Officer, Alipiir Buar — ^Does not aiine. 

18. Babu Go bind 0 Sankar Sarbadhakshya — Oaate Hindu. 

19. Rai Bipulendra Nath Banerjee Bahadur — Caste Hindu. 

20. Babu Itamaprosanna Sarkar — Caste Hindu. 

21. Khan Bahadur Golam Kibria — Muslim. 

22. Khan Bahadur Abdus Sattar — Muslim. 

23. Khan Bahadur Mukhleswar Itahman, m.l.c. — Muslim. 

24. Mr. Tozammal Hossain Prodhan — Muslim. 

StMemmt referred to in reply to clause (4) of unsiarred question No, 27* 

Jjopulation according to 1931 census — 

Hindus — 660,216. 

Muslim— 231,014. 

Scheduled caste figure.^^ ^^ere not separately shown in 1931 census. 

Population according to 1941 census — 

Hindus — • 

Scheduled Oaste — 1324,165. 

Caste not-retumed — 69,498. 

Other Hindus — 147,708 

Total— 631,361. 

Muslim— 244,232. 

Rui 8&hib MONOMOHAN DA8s In answer (6) the Hon’ble Minister 
has said that “four Scheduled Caste members were elected and this was 
considered sufficient representation for the Schtnluled ('aste population”. 
But according to the Census Report of 1941 we find that the population 
of Caste Hindus is below 2 lakhs, still three members have been given 
nomination from them in .sj)ite of there being three elected members from 
amongst them; the Muslims also, tlieir population being about only 24 
lakhs 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: What is your question ? 

Rai 8ahib MONOMOHAN DA8: Sir, ms question is this: According 
to the Hon’ble Minister, nomination has been given on the population basis. 
Now, w'hen the population of the Scheduled Castes is much higher than that 
of other communities, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state why 
the legitimate right of the Scheduled Castes has been curtailed? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahadur Mauivi Jalaluddin Ahmad): It is not a curtailment of the right 
of the Schediileil Castes. 1 have nothing further to add. 

Rai 8ahib MONOMOHAN DA8. The population of the Scheduled 
Castes is more than three lakhs, but no nomination has been given to them 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER. That is an argument. Please put a plain* 
question. 

Erijut NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to state why no nomination has been given to the Scheduled 
Castes P 

• 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: T have already stated that I 
have iiothinfr 'further to ad<) to answer (oV 

Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN; Witli rHereiiee to answer (3), will 
the Hon’ble Minister ]^e pleased to state whether apart from the appoint- 
, ment of offiidals. the intere.sts of tea garden and landholders, fitness for 
appointment wa.s taken into consideration in other cases in the matter of 
making the nomination^ 
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Khan Sahib HAMIOUDDIN AHMADi Tea. Sir, the fitness of the 
persons nominated was taken into consideration as well as the interest 
represented by them. 

Mr, UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
there are eight Scheduled Caste Law graduates practising in the district 
town of Jalpaiguri.*' 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I do not know their number. 
I want notice. 

Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state wh> llabu Madhusudau Roy who had been thought fit for 
appointment in the outgoing Boards w’as not thought fit for appointment 
in the new Board ? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: (Government considered that 
four members were .sufiicient to represent the Scheduled Castes and the 
question of taking inle consideration Uie case of tli^» gentleman now men- 
tioned did not arise. 

Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Will the Hon bh Minister be 

pleased to state why four members from the Scheduled ('astes who W'ere 

elected were thouglit fit as sufficient representation wliereas in the case 
of Muslims three were not considered sufiicient.*^ 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I have nothing further to add. 

Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Will the Ilon’hle Minister be 

pleased to state whether population basis wa.s one of the considerations in 

ihe matter of these appointments.*^ 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: No. Sir. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Was patronage ene ot the considera- 
tions 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: No. 

Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: AVill the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state whether population was not eon.sidered as one of the bases 
of appointment in the ease of the district of Jalpaiguri alone, or has it been 
done in all other appointments in other districts also? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: In the matter of nominatioa 

the population basis is not always accepted as a principle for nominating 
persons. 

Malaria epidemic and distribution of quinine in Burdwan distriot 

28. Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAJI: (a) Is the lion ble Minister in 

charge of the Bublic Health (Medical) Department aware that a serious type 
of malaria epidemic is now^ jirevailing in the district of Burdwan? 

(h) Is it a fact that quinine is not Ixnng properly and adequately distri- 
buted through the physicians and other agencies? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

(i) that Civil Surgeon, Burdwan, has been appointed* as the sole 

authority for quinine rationing; and 

(ii) that he does not get any time io dispose * of the applications for 

quinine required by^the physicians? 

{d) Is it a fact that a small quantity of quinine is supplied io eadh 
physician ? 

(e) Will the Hon'ble Minister be please<l to state what is the quantity 
of quinine that is allotted to a doctor per month? 
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(/) Is the Hon'ble Minietdr considering the desirability of— 

(i) distributing quinine on Health drive measure to combat malaria; 
and 

(«) increasing quota of quinine distributed to the local physician? 

(^) Will the Hon’ble Minister l>e pleased to state what is the quantity of 
quinine supplied to all the physicians of Burdwan from the 4th January to 
oOth April, 1944? 

(/t) Is the Jfon’ble Minister aware that deaths due to malaria are very 
large in this year? 

(t) Will the Hon’ble Minister l)e pleased to state what steps are going 
to be taken by the (Government for preventing malaria cases in Burdwan? 

The Hofi’Me KIttn Ba^r Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: (a) The 

present malarial situation is almost normal throughout most of the district#. 
(6) No. 

(c) (i) Ych. 

(it) No. 

(d) and (e) Each physician is given one jiound per month on the average. 
(/) No. 

(//) t’inchona products 1,430 lbs. and Mepacrine 5,000 tablets. 

(//) The mortality was high at the beginning of the year but has steadily 
fallen. 

(t) Except for the complete extermination of malaria-carrv ing mosquitoes 
there is no other means for the prevention of malaria; it can only be treated 
by a projier course of anti-muluriul drugs; the Government will make these 
available. 

t 

Children’s Ward in Calcutta Medical College Hcspital. 

29. Mr. ABUL H08AIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon ble Minister in 
charge of the Publio Health and Local Self-Government Department be 

P leased to state whether the charge of the Children’s Ward of the Oolcuita 
[edical College Hospital has been recently given to a junior visiting 
physician of that institution? 

(b) If the answer to (o) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
b# pleased to state— 

(C the reasons thereof; 

(ij) whether the move was made from the Superintendent, Medical 
College Hospitals ; 

(tu) whether he was consulted in this matter; 

(tv) whether the post was advertised ; and 

(v) whether Ihe question of inviting applications from the most efficient 
Iiersons was considered. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi 4ALALUDDIN AHMAD: {a) Yes. 

(h) (t) Because it was thought desirable to place the children’s cases 
under a doctor who had taken special training in children’s diseases and who 
was free of professorial duties. 

{it) No. 

(m) Yes. 

(iv) and (c) An advertisement has been issued inviting applications for 
ip po#t on a permanent basis; this arrangement been made temporarily 
enaing the appointment to he made after advertisement. 
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Suporintaiidefits of Geiloetoratos in fltaigil. 

30. Mr. SHAH 8YED COLAM 8ARWAR HOSAINIS Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the He venue Department he pleased to state— 

'who are the appointing authorities of the Superintendents in the 
office of the (’ollectorates in Bengal; 

(h) how many such posts ot Superintendents in the office of the Collec- 
tors are there in Bengal ; 

(c) how many ot them are Muslims; 

{(1) how many are on extension after the expiry of the prescribed 
j)eri()d of their service ; 

(c) whether the Communal Hatie Hides are strictly followed in the 
Collectorates ; and 
(/) if not. why not ^ 

MINISTER in charse of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hdfl’ble 
Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea): (f/i The Board oi IH^venue, Ihuigal. 

ib) 27. • 

(c) 4. 

{(I) I'ndcr rule 7(i ol the Bengal Servut- Hide, Hart 1, a memhor of the 
clerical staff ma> remain in service up to the age of bO \ears unless he is 
reijuin'd to retire^ at an\ time alter attaining the age oi of) years. None of 
tlie Sii])erinten{lents ha\e attained the ago of (id. Onl\ 5 of them are over 
00 years hut noiH' of them ha\e het*n reiiuired to retire by the ap|K)intiug 
authorities as the\ are still fit to serve. 

(<) V(*>. Supennlemlents are uppointejl from a Hrovincial list, jirepured 
in ( oiisultaliori witli (Commissioners of Divisions at (Inor annual eonferenee. 
8ele(li(>iis arc luado mauil\ mi the principle of merit-rr/m-seniority but not 
o\cilnokiii^ the h'gitiimitc < laiiiis <d ilc.scrving Muslim clerks in the district 
clerical cadre. TIk* (’ouiinunal Hatio Hules are not applicable in respect of 
promotion.^ 

(/) i)()e^ not arise 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral antwert were given) 

Arrest of Maulana Md. Maniruizaman islamabadi, M.L.A.p and family 
allowance for him. 

*45A. (Siioin Noikk.) Mr. CIA8UDDIN AHMED: Will the Don^ble 
Minister in charge ot the Jloine Dejmrtment lx* jileased to staH*! — 

(/) the reason for the ariesl and detention of Maulana Md. Maniruz* 
zamarv I.slamahadi, 

(//) the ]»la(»* wheie tin* said Maulana Sahih is lodged; and 
* (ill) whether any arrangement has been made lor the family allowance 
of the Maulana Sahib? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Mon’ble Khwaja 8tr 
Nazimuddin). (?') and (n) The action regarding arrest and transfer out 
of Bengal of Maulana Maniruzzaman Tslamahadi, M.n.A., v'^is taken at the 
instance of the (fovernment of India. I must in the public interest decline 
to furnish any further details. 

{in) This i.s a matter for tht* (xoverninent of India. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. Will the Hon’hle Mini*<ter fie pleased 
Mo state what he mean** hy the term “at the instance* of tlie (Government t)f 
India”? Did the Bengal Government have anything to do in this connec- 
tion or not? 

13 
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KIum BMhgdur MOHAMMED ALI: I refer the honourable member to 
my reply where I stated that the action was taken at the instance of the 
Government of India. 

Or. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: May I enquire what action the 
Government of Beriffal took in this connection? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The Government of Bengal carried 
out the wishes of the Government of India. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister he pleased 
to state if, before the Government of India gave any direction in connection 
w’ith Maulana Md. Maniriizzarnan Tslanuibadi, the Government of Bengal 
or anv officer or officers thereof reported anything alioiit the activities of 
this gentleman to the Government of India or not? 

Khati Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have nothing further to add. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA* SANYAL: Will the Hon hie Mi iiister he ])leased 
to state if it is not a fact that Government of India's aid wa^- invoked hy 
the Bengal Government with a view to avoid unpleasant situation with 
regard to certain Muslim section of the population in Bengal? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is a)»solutt‘l\ incorrect. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased 
to state if it is not a fact that the Government of Bengal wanted to avoid 
the ignominy of placing under arrest on then ovmi resjioiisihilitv a jxtsoii 
of the standing of Maulana Md. Maniruzzainan Nlaniahadi and secretly 
reported to the Government ot India and obtained from them tin* authority 
to place him under arr(*st and deportation? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is .. malicious insinuation 
and it is a falsehood. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister he pleased 
to state if the (iovernmeiit have an\ evidence to .show oi aie in a jiositiou 
to eontrovert the statement which he eharaeterises as main ions? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir; 1 have stated that tiie 
action was taken at tlie instanee of the (iovernmeiit of India and all the 
insinuation that is being east by Dr. Sanyal is wrong and falst*. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon'hlc Minister he pleased 
to state if it is a fact that roughly almut tour weeks hetore tlie arri'sl of 
Maulana Mrl. Maniruzzaman Islamahaili the Home Deiiartment over the 
signaturt' -of (he Chief Seeretar\ of the (ioveniiiient of Bengal forwarded 
a note to the Governmetit of India purjmrted to emanate irom the Intelligmice 
Brunch of the (M.l). ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I um not aware of it. 

8A8ANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hon'lde Minister be 

f leased to state w'^ietlier prior to the arrest of Maulana Md. Maniruzzaman 
slamabadi there was a correspondence between tlie India fiovernment and 
the Bengal Gi^venunent ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether after the arrest of this gentleman any report was 
aaked for by the Bengal Government asking information as to the reasons 
of tie arrest? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 
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Mr. 8A8ANKA *SEKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hota’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether prior to or after the arrest there was any corres- 
pondence between the two Governments and whether this Government is 
prepared to publish the gist of that correspondence? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is not at all coiusidered 
necessary. The Government of India gave directions and the llengal 
Government gave etfect to those directions. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: What is the section under which 
the arrest was made? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIs I ask for notice. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Winit is tlie section undei’ which 
the officers of the liengal Government ])ut this gentleman in (‘ustody? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. SASAkKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: Is there an\ iih' in t!u‘ Home 
Department to show the })ro\ isioiis under wliicli In* has he«Mi arrested and the 
reu'^oTis lor wliicli the .irrest h(‘en nnnh*? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes. Sii. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will (he II,)n hh Minister 
considei the desiiahilit\ of ref(*rrnm t<» tliat tih* in order U) give the answer 
to the (|U(‘stion as to uinh'r what st*ctn>n he was put undtT arrest? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have asked for notice. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the Ilon’l.le Minister ho 
pleasetl to state ^^hetlnM’ aftet the airest and after his removal from this 
provim(‘ tlnTe has hcen an\ coriespondence het>Neen the Mengal G(>vern- 
ment and the India ( ioverrmn*iit ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No. Sir. 

Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Alter receiving notice <d this 
(jue.stioM, Will the Hon’lile .Minister l>e jrleasfd lo state uln‘tlnM this (iovern- 
nient made any lelci-mice to -the India ( iovfrnment in the l^ht of the ques- 
tion J)Ut ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Why not? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Tha t is not this ( f overiinient’H 
esponsibility. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Sir, mv <[ut*stioii lias io>t b(*en 
•eplied. My question is, alter this question was given notice of, wliethcr 
he Hfengul Government in onler to give reply to this question made any 
'clerence to the India (io\ei iiment asking for tin* pai ticiilar.**. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir. when it is not tlie resnomsihility 
>1 this Government it was not considered nece.ssar\ to refer the matter 
o the Government of India 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: 'J’hen are we to understand that 
vhen a subject of the Bengal Government is arrested even at tlie ‘instance 
tf any other Government, this Government owns no responsilnlity in tho 
natter of information reganling ^hat restrainee?^ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No. Sir. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Waa the Bengal Govern- 
nent at any stage consulted hy the India Government in connection with ’ 
his arrest? * 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notici*-. 

Arrest of Mauiana Md. Mafiirtizzamaii Islamaliadi, M.L.A. 

«45B. (Siunn Nouck.) Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: 

Will the Uon’hlt' Minister in cbnrge of the Ilonu* Department be pleased 
k) state — 

(/) the einurnsUiiiees under which Mauiana Md. Maniruzzaman 
Isianiabadi, m.l.a., has been put under arrest; and 

(//) the nature of the offence committed by him!" 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir 
Nazimuddin) : The actimi re^^arding arrest ami transfer out of Bengal of 
Mauiana Maniruzzaman Islarnabadi, was taken at the instance of 

,the (iovmnment of India. I must in the juiblic interest decline to furnish 
any further details. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon ble* Minister be 
pleased to state whether ])rior to the arrest of tliis gentleman any reference 
was madt* to this ( loveriiinent by the India (lovernmenty 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Direction was given to arrest him. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: My qm '(Stion is, before the direc- 
tion ot arr(*st whet Inn an\ refereiici* b\ wa s ol en(|iiii\\ or other\\ist* was 
made to this (xoviunment . 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask tor notice 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the jausoji who has taken upon 
himself the res]M)nsibility loi aiisweiing be ]>leasc(l to stnte what this 
tiingular number “I*’ indieat^'s!" Does it indnaite the Secietais of the 
depaitmeiit concerned r* 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : I Ills *‘1 lepiesents the (jiovern- 
ment ot Bengal. 

Qr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the honoui.ibh* member please 
state if he is aware that the (lovernimmt ot Bengal geneialiv takes 
responsibility with plural numher Since when tlies have become .singulai 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is not a i|uestjon. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: It is u (question ot ju’oprietN . Ma.\ I 

flubmit that this (piestion was also raised in this House soim* time back when 
some Barliamentary Secretary sought !<» reply on behalf of the Minister 
concerned and it was held b> the Speaker that the piojier form in which 
#mch M'plies shouhl be given wt»uld lie “The Hon’ble Minister in charge 
consnh-rs” , if there is an\ statement of this character, not *‘1”, because 
the Parliamentarv Secre’turv concerned has no legal authority to represent 
the (bo ernuH'pt as such nor can he give an answ’er himself as also in the 
name of the HoiTble Minister. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Dr. San\al. any w’ay I have allowed him 
to answer in that way. 

Srijut AaRENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the Provincial Government supplied any infor- 
mation to tile ( eiitral Hovernmeiit with regard to the activities of Mauiana 
Md. Maniruzzaman Islarnabadi? ^ 

Khftil Bfthsdul MOHAMMED ALI: Sir. T want to make it clear that 
the Government of Bengal had uotliiiig to do in the matter of suggesting 
the arrest of this prisoner. The direction came from the Government of 
India, 
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Mfi 8A8AMI^ 8EKHAR 8ANYAL* In tu'w o? tEe !»et tEixt si'vx'tixl 

supplemeiuaries nave been pnt iu answer to w\i\o\v notice \\as Wen aske^\, 
will tne Hon Die Minister consider tW ilesirubAity o! forwarding a copv 
of the interpellations to the India Government asking for information as 
may be available? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No. Sir. 

Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: dVby not? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALl! HecaiiNC the matter is within the 
primary responsibility of the (tovernment of India. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: AVill the H.m'ble Minister be pleased 
to sttit(‘ if any de]>artinent f»{ ixdice in Tlengal had to do an\ thing in eonnec- 
tion with the arrest of Muiilana Md. Maniruz/.anian Islaniabadi? 

•* . 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The\ only gave tdVeel to tin* direc- 
tions of the Government of India. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: K the tlovenmumt of Bengal aware of 
any subversivt* activitic's ot Maiilana Md. Maninizzaman Islaniabadi? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 must deiditie to answer in the 
interest of safety. 

8ri]ut NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Is the Hon l ie Minister 
aware of an\ muchinerv ol the Gentral Government to get information 
about the political activities ot Bengalees in Bengal? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I must diadim* to ansW(*r that' 
question in the intmests of public safety and security. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon'ble Minister he ideased 
to state if this (ioierniiHUit uas in any wa,\ aware of any subversive aetivi(i<*s 
of this gentleman before smdi a ilirection came trom thi* India Government? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 have nothing further to add. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Gn a point <d ].rivilege. Sir. 
The (lUestion lefeis to a genth‘man wlio is a sitting member oi tin* ITouso 
and tin* iacts of his detention and arrest liave prevent(‘d him from taking 
liis riglitfuLplace in the dehberatioiu of this Ilou.se. AVi* have exjiresMed 
our anxiety to the Government asking for the reasons of his deti'iition in 
so far as the rt'asons are available in tbems<*lve,s ami in s<( far as they ran 
get relevant information from the arresting aut }ioriti<*s, but as the Govern- 
ment have deeliiied to liel]> us in this matter, we, on behalf of this House, 
as a question of privilege, put it before >ou askin^» \ou to send copies of 
this interfiellation to the anthontie.s ot tin* India Government and asking 
for such information as the\ are in a position to give us,* 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I would like to ask the honoinalde 
member what they did wlien tln'y wen* in office when Mr. Saraf ( haiidra 
Bose was arrested. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Tin* peisons uho are in office 
today are able to answer the question, 

Mr.‘8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Is the Hon'ble Ghief Minister aware 
that the Couiicil of Minister*^ at that time approached the G(»verriment of 
India fornialK asking for the release of Mr. Sarat GliAinlra Bose ami will 
he have the < mirage to look at the necessary file and give an answer to 
this question? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Next. 
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lllnm of seourity prisoner Babu RabiiKlra Nath Sikdar. 

*48C. **(Short Notice.) Babu KHACENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA 

(a) Will the ilon'ble Mioister in charge of the Home Department be pleasei 
to state — 

(i) whether it is a fact that security prisoner, Babu Rabindra Nat] 
Sikdar, at present lodged in the Presidency Jail, has been suffer 
ing for a long time fmm bad tyi>e of cholecystitis and consequen 
constant pain in the gall-bladder; 

(it) whether it is a fact that he is having slow rise of tempeiature ever^ 
day for the last one year or more ; 

{ni) whether he has been considerably reduced in weight; 

(iv) whether his condition has l)ecome alarming; and 

(v) whether it is a fact that the Specialist of the Calcutta Medina 

College Hospital has recommended for his transfer to the Medica 
College Hospital ior surgical o])eration of his gall-bladder? 

(h) If the answer* to (a) is in the affinnative, will the Hoh’ble Ministei 
be pleased to state whether he is considering the desirability of releasing 
him on medical ground in view of the grave condition of his health? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir 
Nazimuddln): (a){i) to {ni) Yes. 

(iv) No. 

(v) He has since lM*en examin(’(l hy a visiting Specialist, who has recom- 
mended his treatment in the Medical (’olleg(‘ Hospital as indoor patient. 

(h) I am arranging for the prisoner’s treatment as recommended by the 
visiting S|)ecialist, and do not consider his case to l>e serious enough t<» 
requin' immediate release on medical groumK, 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the II.,n l.le MH,i^t... he please.l 
to state wdien the visiting Sjieeialist concerned had examiiu'd tlie patient? 

MOHAMMED ALI: On the (Kh Octnher. ■2:ir(! October 

and doth October. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon hie Minister 
to state when was- this opinion given by him recommending hi> 
in the Medical College Hospital us indoor jiatieni 


be })1 eased 
treatment 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: On the ioth Oetohei. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'hle Minister he 
pleased to state what action has been taken from hOth Oetoher riffht up to 
date to jfel proper medical treatment for the person roneerned? 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I refer the honourable member to 
the reply (o) wherein it is stated that the Home Minister is arranging for 
the jiiisoiiei’s treatment as recommended by the visiting Speciuli^t. 


KALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the TTon'fde Miiiister he jdeased 
to s ate il, in the meantime, the disease has been definitely kept in abevam e 
at the request ot the Oovernment of Henpnl? (liaiijrhter. t 

Khan Balradur MOHAMMED ALI; That is a silly question 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Order, order. What was your qu-sfion:' 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8'ANYAL: It appears that for one month person 
who IS in jail has not Rot , proper trealmen*,, and before that for another 
month he has heen suffeniiR. My question i.s even thouRh the fiovern- 
meat a own appointed Specialist visited and examined the patient and 
Moommemled his treatment in the ralcutta Medical CollcRe what action 
ha,s Oovernment takyn duriuR this Iour period ot .C. da\s to Ret immediate 
anu early treatment of the patient? 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The treatment av** prescribed by 
the visiting Specialist is being continued. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to explain the delay in making arrangements for sending the 
patient to the hospital? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It wa.s only on the 30th October 
that the visiting Specialist gave his opinion, and after prescribing a course 
of treatment alst) recommended his transfer and treatment in the Medical 
College Hosjiital. un<l effect to that recommendation is ]>eing given by the 
Home Minister. x 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: In answer to {|uestion (a)(m) 
will the Hon'hle Minister be pleased to tell ns what was his weight when 
he entered the jail and what was bis weight when he was examined? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The weight of the prisoner when 
he entered ‘\he jail wa> 110 lbs. and his present Wiffght is Oo lbs. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Is the lion hie Minister aware that 
this prisoner was transterred from the Hajshahi Central Jail to the Presidency 
Jail under the recommendation ot the .fail Snperintemlent of Hajshahi for 
treatment ami examination h\ Spe< ialists in the ( alcutta Medical (Vdlege? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I a>k for notice. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to >tat(‘ on what date did (io\t‘rnment get the mat<‘rial for this 
answer, namel\, that the jirisomo s <(>mlilion was not considered serious 
enough to re(|Uire immefliate release on medical grounds? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: (hi hsth NovemlxM'. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Did (iovernment get any report- 
ed information about tin* condition of the t>atient after that? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notii’e. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the lion hie Mi nister he pleased 
to state when wa" the short -notice question n*ceived? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It was received after the 17th 
November — piohahls on the 18th. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: AVill the IlorChlc Minister be 
pleased to state what stejis W(‘re taken hv (iovernnu'ni after the 18th? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am sorry I made* a mi.stake. The 
repoil about the jiiisorou’s condition is dated ‘22nd November; the question 
was received on tlie 18th November. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: What steps were taken by the 
Government ot llengal after the 22nd November? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Arrangement for the transfer and 
treatment of the patient is being made. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: In what stage is the arrange- 
ment now? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Posting of police officers at Jalpaiguri for censoring lottan, etc;, of soourtty 
prisoners of Buxa Special Rosinro dail. 

*4& Babu JNANENDrJv CHANDRA MAJUMDAR: (a) Will the 
Hon’hle Minister in charge of the Home t.Iaila) Dcprfrtmeni l>e pleased to 
state — 

(i) w'hether he is aware that some’ Police Officejs had been posted at 
Buxa for censoring the letters and books, etc., of the security 
prisoners of the Buxa Special Reserve ' 
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(n) whether the naid Police Officers were suddenly withdrawn and 
transferred to Jalpaiguri on or about the 6th February, 1944; 
(tn) whether all letters and l)Ooks of the said security prisoners are 
thenceforth being censored at Jalpaiguri ; 

(rv) wliether unusually long delays sometimes involving more than a 
mouth are now made in the delivery and despatch of letters to 
and from the said security prisoners ; and 
(r) whether the security prisoners of the Buxa Special Reserve Jail 
have sent complaints to the Government about these delays and 
have also brought these matters to the notice of the Hon^ble 
Minister by f>etitions and personal letters and telegrams to no 
effect y 

(h) If the answer to (a) almve is in the affirmative, will the Hoii'ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

(c) Will the Hon’ hie Minister he pleased to state whether his assurance 
giv(‘u in answer to Sufiplementaries t(» the starred (juestion No, 15, dated 
the 14th Sejdember, 194d, that “if these grie\ antes were brought to his 
notice he would certainly see that the\ wen^ renioxed” and his statement 
made in the Bengal T 4 Bgishitive Assembli metding on the ‘.31st Septeml>er, 
194d, that the security prisoners ought now to he recei^ing letters within 
two or three days are l>eing fulfilled ? 

(fl) Is the Hon ’hie Minister considering the desii aliilitv of posting 
Police or any other Offi(‘ers at Buxa for ceiiMiring letters and hooks at a 
very early date? 

(c) If so, when? 

(/) If the answer to (d) is in the negative, will the Hon'hle Minister he 
pleased to state the reason therefor? 

KHan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’bie Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin) • The extra staff of Police Officers, previoiisl\ ]>osted at 
Btixa, were transferred to Jalpaiguri, as a<le<iuate accommodation not 

available at Buxa. It is a fact that delays in the censoiing (d' (firies- 
pondence of security prisoners at Buxa did occmii . hut this uas not due to 
the fact that the stuff had been removed to Jalpaiguii hut due to the tact 
that the statf had, for a time, to he taken awa> from tlie work ot censorship 
and put on to the very much more important work of enforcement ot control 
prices of foodstuff. This was an emergency and temporar> measure and 
the entire staff have sinca* been reposted at Huxa for tlie work ol censoring 
and arrangement has been made for recruitment <»f necessary staff for 
enforcement of control juices by the re-emjiloyment of retired jiersonnel. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased 
to state how many days' delay occurred due to the ctmsoring ot letters and 
hooks in the Buxa Special Reserve .lail as a result of this withdrawal of 
the necessary Police officers in the jail at Buxa? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 ask for notice 

Prosecution for holding a public mooting in Calcutta. 

•47. 8J. MHUT08H LAHIRI: (n) Will the Hon’hle Minister in charge 
of the Homy Department l)e pleastnl to state it any jirosecution has Wen 
launched against Sj. Snnat. Kumar Roy ('howdhury, ex-Mayor, Calcutta, and 
Sj. Hari Prusaiina Mitra, General Secretary, Hindu Students’ Federation, 
Calcutta, for holding a juiblif meeting at SraTldhananda Park on the 2*2nd 
April, lost? 

‘ (6) If the reply to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state the reason thereof?* 

(c) Will the Hon’Vie Minister be pleased to state what is the present 
position* regarding the right of citisens to hold public meetings — 
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(t) in Calcutta; and 

(ii) in the districts? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’bto Khwaja 
8ir Nazirnuddin) : {a) A prosecution was started against these persona^ 

but has since been dropped. 

(h) The prosecution was started erroneously. 

(c) Except in the cities of Dacca and Calcutta, and the industrial area 
surrounding the latter where certain restrictions have been imposed on the 
holding of meetings, the right to hold public meetings in Bengal has not 
been curtailed. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hoirblc Minister be pleased 
to state why was it that even after the declaration that the case w^aa 
erroneously start(*d, a subse(|uent attempt was made to ]>n>cccd with some 
i^or't of prosecution of these gentlemen under other*pleas? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: i he fir.st prosecution whi(*h I said 
\\.i> started erroneousl\ was witli regard to the holding of a meeting wdih- 
out permission, but actuallx the prosecution was launched for violation of 
lighting restrictions. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is tin* Ilon'ble Minister awan> that the^ 
jirosecution first started was tor holding unauthorised meetings and tliia 
was witlidr.iwn or dropped at a later stag«* aft4*r the High Court decision 
was giv(>n ae(|iiitting a tew of the accused? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I do not know whether it was alter 
the Iligli Court decision, but it may he hetore tlie High Court (IcciHion. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased 
[to stat(‘ what happened to the suhseipnoit attempts at proseeiiting some of 
these eiiinieiit ji(MM)ns <in the gnmnd ot violating lighting restrictions? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 h ave not got anything on record. 
If 1 can iel\ on m\ mcmor\ I think that tliey were acipiitlcd. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'hlc Minister he plca.sed 
to state it the case was pursued? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notici. 

Mr. A8HUT08H LAHIRI: Will the Hon’hle Ministci l.c idcascd to 
state if it is a tact that the Police reported to tlu* Magistrate tliat Mr. Hoy 
Chaudhur\ was ahsconding? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am not aware of it. 

• Mr. A8HUT08H LAHIRI: Will the Ilon'hle Minister be pleased to 
state ii it is a tact that tlie Magistrate in Ins judgimuit found that the 
Pidiee report was frivolous and untrue? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have already stated that I am 
not aware of it. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8AHYAL: Will the llon'lile MiiiiHtcr lif pl.-asod 
to state what w'ere the (thjeets for which these puhlic nieetiiijts wei'e held!* 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Dr. MALINAK8HA 8AMYAL: Will the Hon’bl^ Minister he pleased 
to state whether it is a fart that these meetings were hehl to protest against 
the Secondarv Kdiication Bill which the (Tovernment of the day was trying 
to pursue against the unanimr>us opinion of a largt' number of people of 
Bengal ? ‘ ' 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have already stated that I am 
not aware for what purpose the meetings were held, but I strongly protest 
against the statement contained in the question that the Secondary Educa- 
Uon Dill was introduced against the unanimous opinion of a large section 
of the people of Bengal. That is not correct. 

(At thi^ stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

(After adjouTUTn^nt.) 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether similar promotions were made in respect of some 
other persons including Sj. Kiran Sankar Roy and Mr. Santosh Kumar 
Basu ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALi: I ask for notice. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8^HAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Afinister be 
pleased to state why on the same grounds the two leaders of this House 
were prosecuted but then they were let oil afterwards!^ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 have said I ask for notice. I 
have not got the materials before me to answer that question. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to state wdiether the prosecutions were launched against all 
these honourable gentlemen in connection w'ith meetings held to protest 
against the Secondary Education Billl^ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No such prosecutions were pursued. 

8rijut NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: AVill the H n ble Minister 
be i)leus<‘d to state who were resp<m.sihle bn- the error ot prosecuting these 
citizens ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I would ask foi notice 

8ri]ut NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be ])lea.st‘d to state wdiat are the restrictions which have been iinjiosed on 
the holding of nuadings outside Dacca, Calcutta and the industrial areas? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : l^revioiih }>ermis.s4i()n for holding 
meetings is ne<’essary so far as those areas are concerned. 

Mr. A8HUT08H LAHIRI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be plea.sed to 
elate if it is fact that Mr, Roy Chaudhur\ was prosecuted again in respect 
of the same meeting for violation of lighting restrictions and lliat he w’as 
subsequently acquitted ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: He w^as prosecuted for the viola- 
tion of the order regarding restriction of lights. 

Permission for holding public meetings in Caloutta. 

•48. Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA; (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department l>e pleased to state whether vermi.ssion 
was taken for Jjioldiiig all public meetings in Calcutta after the promulgation 
of the order of HHl, by the Police (Amimis^ioner reijuiring permission to l)e 
taken for holding meetings in public places in Calcutta? 

(5) If the answer t(> (cij is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what i.s the spindal reason, if iftiy, for taking action for any 
particular meeting held at Sraddhanuiida Park on the !i2nd April, 1944? 

(c) If there is any sjvciiil reason, will the Hon’ble Minister lie please<i 
U> state why no steps were taken — , 

(i) to communicate the same to the public before the 22nd April, or 
just af^fr the date; and 
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(u) to communirate the Miine to the organisers of the meeting that was 
held on the 22nd April at the Sruddhananda ParkP 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin) : {a) Not in all cases. 

(h) There was no si^ecial reason. The prosecution was started eri'Ouet)usly 
and has since l>een dropped. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Charging of higher rates for oontrolied comnwdities supplied to sooiirity end 

State prisoners. 

*49. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA CANCULI: (o) Is the llon’hle Minister 
in charge of the Home Department aware — 

(<) that the price of rice charg(‘d to tiie stH'urity and State prisoners 
in the Alii)ore, Diim Dum. ])a<*<a and MidnaiM)re (Vntral .Tails 
,and the lVesidenc\ .Jail, ni the months. of Deceml>or, 1943, and 
January, 1944, is more than Rs.32 per niaund ; 

(it) that the }>ri( e of mustard oil cliarged U) the security and State pri- 
soners from the jail stock i- Us. 2-5 per seer; 

(ill) that controlled price of rice tixoil !»v the tiovcrnment is not morn 
than Us. 18 per maund and the controlled jirico of mustard oil :« 
Ue.1-4 JKM- seer; and 

(n) that the prices of ru e aiul mustard oil (‘harged to the sec'urity and 
State prisoners are much alio\e the inaximum juices fixed Uy the 
Government under Defence of India Rules y 
{fj) If the answer to (u) is in tin* atlirmative, will the llon’hle Minister 
be pleased to state the n*asons therefor!" 

N‘) Will the Hon’hh* Minister 1 m* jdeased to state* — 

(/) whether it i^ an ollcnce un<h‘r the* Deic’iicc* of India Itules for uny- 
li()(l\ to cliargi* more* tliuii the inaximum juaees fixed by the 
Government; and 

lit) vvliether the Government have taken stej>s to find out the oerson or 
]H‘rsons re>ponsi}de for cdiargmg iiion* than the eontrolled ruteP 

id) If tlie answer to (c)(n) is in the attirinat ive, will tlie Hon’ble .Minister 
be pleased to state the result thereof? 

(c) If the answer to (c)(^/) i> in the negative, will (lie Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the r(*a^ons therefor? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwala 
Sir Nazimuddin): luiin Mv infoimation is timt the >lah'nH'nt is niateriully 
correct for onl\ the Dacca ?nul Alijiorc t’cntia! Jails and jiartially lor the 
Dum Dum C'entral Jail In tlie I’reHidriicv and Midnaj»oie Central Jails, 
the cliargi* in reNjiect ol nee wa> lielovv the figure >l.ited in of the 

question. 

(i?) No, except lor the AlijNue (Vntral Jail v. fiere the charge was a/i 
state<l by the honourable meml)er. 

(ni), (ir) arid ih) to (c) The facts are that lK*fore the jiromul^nition of 
controlled prices .security prisoners, sundied with foodstuffs from jail slocks, 
were charged the prices at which the jail authoriti(*s had actually ohiairied 
their su}>plies. In manv cases tie* j.nl '^uptdi**s lor the cntiie year had been 
pure based and stocked during a non-controlled jH‘ri(Kl at jiric'eM which were 
higher than the coiitroll(‘d prices later jiromulgj^ted. Owing to a inisunder- 
standing c>f instructions, security prisoners in some jails (suit inu(‘(l to be 
charged at the price of orig/nal purchase instead of at the controllcul rates. 
Since this was iletected, siej»s have lM*en taken to en^jure that for foodstuffs 
supplied to security priscuiers from jail stocks, prices higher than controlled 
pnees are in no case charged. In la^es where the original cost juice of 
the articles .supplied to security jirisoner.s exceeds 4:he controlled pric^e at 
the time of supply, the difference is borne by Government. 
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Dfi MALIMAKBHA 8AMYAL: Wiii the Hon’bJe Minister be pleased 
to state when was this question received and when was the answer ready for 
delivery? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALf: Tliis question was despatched from 
the Assembly on the 29th of January, 1944, and was received immediately 
afterwards. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that in the middle of January Government were 
addressed formally by certain prisoners of Dum-Dum Central Jail a petition 
invitin;^ their attention to the charf^in^^ of higher rates than the rates 
announced by Government to be the controlled rates at that time? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: T have already stated that due to 
sf»me misunderstanding security prisoners were charged rates higher than 
cf»ntrolled prices but as j^oon as this was det(‘cted Government is.^tied orders 
that this should not In* done iti future, and evtui tlioiigh Government had 
t() pay more than the con(rolh*d ])rices (he difi'erence w'oiild l)e borne by 
Government. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; Will the Hrm'lde Minister be pleased 

to state wIk'ii was this detected? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I \\oul<l ask lor notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: AVill the Hondde Minister be pleased 
to state it it i.s a fact that even after the matter was drawn attention t(» by 
a member of this Hf)use. namely, by my humbleselt, the evil did continue 
in Dum-Dum ('entral Jail for a pretty long time lo whiidi again attention 
was drawn? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Xo. A similai (piestion was 
niisw'ered on the floor of this House on tin* 22nd May, lb44. 1 would leter 
the honourable membei to m\ r<‘plies to th(‘ su])j)l(‘imMitar> (juestions jmt 
by Dr. Nalinaksha San\al in this connection. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: AVill the llon'ble Minister be jdeased 
to statt‘ wliether h<* is awart* that during that answer it was acciqited that 
certain jail authorities were charging higher rates on th(‘ false belief tliat 
the jail stocks waue ]nirehused for the wdiole year at much higher rates 
and these had to be levied? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That was the mi sunderstanding 
previously but as soon as (his was (b‘tected the ]ioint had btaui clarified 
and Government orders were explicit that security jirisomus >hould not be 
charged anything in excess of the i‘ontrolled ])ric(*s. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUMDU: In view of the answer that supplies 
w’cre madt‘ to the security ]»nsoners at jirices higlier than eontr(dled rates 
and in view of the fact that this was certainly a contravention of the Defence 
of India Hub's, will the Hon’ble Minister be ])leased t(> state what steps 
w'ere taken by Government against th(»se persons who were responsible 
for sucii contravention? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have said that it was a case of 
misunderstanding because . Government stocks were ])urchased at a time 
when the controlled prices were not in forc^ and Government purchases 
were effected for the wlnde yt*ar. Due to this misunderstanding ofheers 
thought that the entire money — the cost of purchasing all these articles — 
would have to be taken out by calculating the prices and therefore after 
the detection of this ini^underNfanding Government i.>sued orders that even 
if th« Government ha^ to pay more the security prisoners must not be 
made to. pay moix than the controlled prices. 
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Mr. 8ASAHKA 8EKHAR 8AMYAL: In view o! t\\e lact t\\at many 
private merchants had been proNecuted ten* such contravention in spite of 
the fact that their purclia''es were all of previous time, will the iton'ble 
Minister be })leased to state what prevented (i(»venuueMt from prosecuting 
those persons who were rt“']Hmsible for this contravention P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 said that it was due to a mis- 
understanding. Tliere was no question of profiteering. Only the cost of 
the articles was (diarged. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to state it it is the poliey of (lovernmeiil that there should not be 
any prosecution if tlu‘ partv can satish that the extra price wuis charged 
on account ot some mi.sumlerstamiing ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: In all such cases the honourabh* 
member will understand that it is the motive which counts most. 

*» • 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Is u the polici of (fovemincnt 
that when jinvatc mert'hant.s satisfi tlu* authorities that they charged extra 
prices on acrount ot soim* nii''Un»h‘rstainling that will bt‘ ac(‘epteil by 
(jovernmeiit 'i 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ha VO already said that it is r)f 
the ess(‘n(*e ot tln‘ Cimiinal Law that it i" the iiiotivi' which must he taken 
iiitr* account 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will t)u< llon'hle Minister be 
pleased to state wlicthci (io\ernmcnt has issued anv eircwlai intimating 
to the police aut liorit it's tliat w heiievei there is a good grouml to belie\e 
that then' was no iiioti\o id pi ofiiceiing ami that jtrojitiaM'ing was done 
on aecoiint ot some misiindei siaiiding, no prosei'iit mn should he started ^ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: In such eas('h pi osi'cut ions have 

failed and the aceusi'd persons ha\c generallx been acquit t(*d by the court, 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Minister he 
jilea.sed to stale what steps were taken h> ( lovernnumt. if any, in order to 
witlidraw the bin den which was east upon these jirisoiims on account of 
this ditierenee hetw'een eontrolled prices and the prices actually charged ^ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I havo aheadv stated that the 

<litlerencc between the excess price .md the co'-t lieing borne by 

(iovcrnmeiit 

Mr. 8ASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: ActualK there wes already some 
extra nmnes which was taken from the prisoneis' account, lias that been 
letunded to the jirisoners 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask i i notice. 

Mr. SA8ANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will tlic llon'Iilc Ministi-i be 
pleased to state the desirabilit\ of useertainiiig from these jiarticular jails 
as to w’hat was the extra amount of money who h fhi* prisoners weie rnadr* 
to pay (ui account ot this so-called misuiidei standing so that they might 
be restituted to the forniei position of gelling refund of I’liis (*\tra mojiey!^ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: This wdll be nsciMtitSm'd ami lookiMl 
into. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will* the Hon’ble Minister he pleased 
to state if it is a fart that (Toverninent officials •arc delibeialelx jilatdng 
or<lers at higher rates than the controlled rates? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIt No, no. , 
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Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: I.H the Hon’ble Minister aware of the 
fact that there are flocumental evidences that Government officials have 
placed orders at a rate higher than the controlled rate.*^ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: K he speaking generally or does 
it arise out of this question? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Next question. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, my que.stion 
has not been answered. If I say, generally, my question will be out of 
order. Tlierefore, my question is: will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that although Government had fixed cont tolled 
rates, Government officials placed orders at a rate higher than the controlled 
rate? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: So tar as this case is concerned, 
it i.s not (correct to say that there were controlled rate.s. Pui'chases were 
“fleeted at a time when ilieie were no eontiolled rate.s in force. • 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hoiride Minister be pleased 
to state W'b(*th(‘r there are other ea^ies beside.'' this ease m which the officials 
placed tlieii' order at a rate higher than the controlled late? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I «1<» not know what the honour- 
able memher means by other cases 

Increment of family allourance of Sj. Devendra Nath Jha, a security prisoner. 

*50. Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: u/) Will the Honble 

Minister in charge of the Home Department 1h* jdeased to state whether it is 
a fuel — 

(r) that Sj. Devendra Nath Jha, of Milage llangitola, jKilice-station 
KaliaelioK, distrief Malda, at pre.senl a .security prisoner m the 
Ilajsliahi Gentral Jail, had at the time of arrest a monthly 
ineorm* of Hs.loft fiom business in mang{». from mango garden and 
eune-.sugur, etc. ; 

(rr) that lie has got a wife, a .son IS \ears and his wife and three minor 
unmarried daughter's— all wlioll\ depi'tident on him; 

(ui) that his son, who will appi'ar at the Matriculation examination 
this year, stu\s m a school boarding entailing a monthly expendi- 
ture of K.s.t?') appntxiniately ; 

{iv) that he has bemi from the date of arrest (Sej)teriiber, granted 

a family allowance of a month, remitted in halt-yearly 

instalments (Ks.rjO at a timet and two such instalments have 
up till now iK'en ptiid ; and 

(r) that a land with an annual ineome of Rs.40(l was auctioned for' a 
default of revenue? 

(h) If the answer (o) he in the affirmative, will the Hon 'file Mini>ter 
be jilensed to state — 

{{) whether he considers it desirable to inerea.se the famil\ allowance; 
and 

(ii) if not, w kv not? 

Khiii Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalT of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): (o)(il My infonnafion is that his income from mango 
business, etc., was about Rs. per month. 

(*») Te*. 

' (iXi Hi.o son appeared at the last Matriculation examination from Malda 
High English School where be lived in the school boarding, the charges of 
which were about Rs.lfi ptr month. 
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(iv) He is getting Rs.30 per month with effect from Ist April, 1943. 

(r) Yes, but the annual income from the land would normally be lew 
than R8.200. 

{h){i) The family allowance has already l)een increased from Bs.20 to 
Rfl.30 per month. 

(ii) Does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: With rcferenrt‘ to reply (ri)(r), in 
view of the tact tliat a land of the security prisoner, the annual incoiuo 
of which according to Government estimate is Hs. 2011. has been auctioned 
for default of revenue during his detention, will Government be pleased to 
consider his case as a special one and grant him an increased allow'ance to 
cover this loss of Rs. 200 a year? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: H is allowance has already heeo 
increased, as I have said. 

Mr. ATUJL CHANDRA KUMAR: His allowane# has been increased 
from 20 to 11s. 00 per month. Hut my nuestion is: in view of the 

fa<'t that his hind yielding an income of Hs. 400 a year-, wliiidi according 
to Government estimate is Hs. 200, has heen auctioni'd for a d(‘faiilt of 
revenue, as will ap}a*ar trom reply during the detention ot the 

security prisoner, will the Hon'hh* Minister he pleased to consider his case 
as a special one and (ompensate him to the extent of Hs. 200 a ymir 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Without aseiM taining the reason 
as to ^^hy tin* land was sold and who was respomsihle for it. Government 
cannot commit anything. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Who was the auction-])urehaser? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 ask for notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Will tile Hoirble Minist(‘r he pltsised 
t(» state whether Government would kindly consider his ease favourably 
if a proper represiuitation is nnoli* and Government is eoiivineeil of the 
genuineness ot his eas(‘? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: If proper representation is made, 
(ioveriimeiit may consider the case. 

Increment of family allowance of 8J. Sachin Kar, a security prisoner. 

*51. Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERilEE: (a) Will the Hon hle 

Minister in (hargi* of the Home l)ef»artment lie ph'ased to state whether it in 
n ta(t^ 

(i) that Sachin Kar. of village Xara, polii’e-station Palong, district 
Faridpur, at present a .security prisoner in the Itaj.shahi (.'eritral 
Jail, u.sed to earn as a Ilomeofiathii' doilor about RH.f)!! a month; 
(n) that witii this income he used to maintain his family of 7 members 
including hi.s mother, wdfe and son ; 

(///) that he is being given a family allowance of Hs.dO a month; 

(ir) that, there being no other earning meinlier, with this money, in thene 
days of high cost of everything, it is impossible to meet even the 
barest expenses of the family ; 

(e* that he had wTitten repeatedly to the Government to increase his 
family allowance; 

(?'/) Jhat the last reminder was sent on 1st January, 1944; and 
(rii) that he has got no reply to any letter as‘yet? 

' ih) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will tfie Hon 'hie Minister 
be plea.sed to state whether he is considering the desirability of intreasing 
his family allowance during the period of bis detention? 
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Klian Bihadur MOHAMMED ALf (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khmja 
•Ir Nazfimnltf in) : 0^0) and («) No. 

(Hi) OnVinaily an allowance of Rs.20 per month was granted to the 
prisoner’s wife with effect from 24th October, J942. and subsequently his 
mother w’us granted an allow^ance of Rs.lO per month with effect from 1st 
April, 194-'>. and the wife’s allowance has been enhanced to Rs.'ll) per month 
with effect from Jst March, 1944 The total family allowance now sanctioned 
is Kh. 40 j)er month. 

(iv) and (h) Do not arise. 

(a) (t) to (r//) I refer the honourable member to my answ^er to (a) (tu). 

Regarding prisoners convicted in Daspur murder case. 

*52. Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be ])Iease(l to state whether the 
prisoruus — 

(j) Sj. Jogendra (’handra Ilazra, 

(n) Sj. Sital Chandra Dhattacharyya . and 
(Hi) Sj. Kanan llehari Oo.swaini , 

lodged in the Rajshahi Central Jail, were convicted in Daspur murder case 
and flenteiK'ed to transportation for life? 

(h) Jf the reply to (a) i.s in the atfirniative, will the Hon'ble Ministei be 
pleased to state — 

0) the dal(‘ when the sentence was passed; 

(//) whether (lie usual term of iinprisoriiiieMl which i- consider^] 
ecjuivnleiit to transf)ortati(Mi ft>r liie has e.xpired; 

(ill) if HO, wlien did it expire: and 
ill') if not, when it will (‘Xin're? 

(c) If the answer to ib) in) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’lde Mini.stei 
be pleased to state the reason why the priMUiers havt* not been ndeased up 
till now ? 

id) Will the Hon’ble Minister be jdeased to state — 

(/) whether the prisoner Sj. Sital Chandra Hhuttachuryya suffered from 
(leraiigenieiit of brain or insanity; and 
(li) if so, what is his eondition now? 

(c) Will the Ilou’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether these prisoners are classified; and 
ill) if nol, tire irasons tluweof? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwa]a 
Bir Nazimuddin): (n) Yes. 

ib) il) Jogendra Hazra and Sital Chandra Bhattucharyya — f)n 25th Se]>- 
teinber, 19J(). Kanan Behari Oo.swami — On dOth Ortol)er, 1950 

ill) and id) (i) No. 

{b) iiii) and id) (ii) Do not arise. 

(b) (Ir) flogendra Hazra and Sital Chandra Bhattacharyya — On 25th 
September, k950, less the remission earned. 

Kanan peburi Goswami— On dOth Octolrer, 1950, less the remission earned, 
(r) Jogendra Hazra Ims since been released under the 14 year.s’ rule hut 
Sital (duuidra Bhattacharyya and Kanan Bejiari (loNwami have not yet been 
released under this rule on grounds <if se<*urity. 

(e) Only Kanan Behari Goswami was classified in division II. The 
t)ther tit’o prisoners were not eonsidered eligible bir higher cla>«sifi(‘ation under 
Jail Code Rule 617^2). 
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fir. NiSHtTHA MATH KUNDUS WiU the Hon We Minister he 

pleased to state when did the period of earned remission entitle them to be 
released in the case of the three security prisoners? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALf: Under the Jail Code llules their 
releases are due, as I have already said, on the dates mentioned in reply 
(h)iiv). 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon ble Minister be pleased 
to state when were they entitled to be released taking into consideration 
the period of earned remission? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The honourable member is confus- 
ing the issue. There is another provision by which the prisoner is not 
entitled to get release, but under that provision after 14 years of imprison- 
ment his case may be considered by an advisory committee and when the 
release is sanctioned by that committee, the prisoner*is released: but .the 
prisoner is not entitled to claim ‘that privilege. Automatically the oases 
of the prisoners are considered hy that committee. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA MATH DATTA: With reference to reply (r) in 
view of the fact that Sital ('handra Jlhattacharyya and Kauan Behari 
Goswami have not y(*t been released under this rule on grounds of security, 
will Government consider the de.sirability of releasing them and keeping 
them in detention on grounds of security? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have already said, prisoners are 
not entitleil to bo released automatically. Tlieir cases are considered by 
a c()miiiitt(‘(* to sec wbetlicr they can be released or not. The question of 
prisoners being entitled to be released doe.s not arise. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the llon’ble Minister be pleascMl 
Ito state whether the cases of these pri.soners have been considered by tliat 
committee ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir. 

Mr, NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the HoiiTde Minister be pleased 
to state why Sital ( handra Bliattacharyya was not considered eligiole for 
higher classification ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 want notice. 

Family allowance for released security prisoners. 

*53. Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERdEE: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state W'hether it is 
a fact — 

(i) that during the regime of the first Ministry in Bengal under the pre- 
sent constitution a number of detenus wor(‘ released from deten- 
tion shortly after the Ministry’s assumption of office; 

(ii) that the family allowances granted to these detenus were allowed to 
continue till six months after their releuM* with a view to give 
them adeijuate opportunity of muintaiiung their faidilies before 
they could engage themselves in proper avocations; and 

(m) that an a/I hoc personal allowance of Rs.I5 for each detenu was also 
* granted to such detepus for a period of six months after their 
release for their own maintenance? • 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon 'ble Minister l>e 
pleased to state whether any steps have l)een taken to grant such ad hoc allow- 
ance in the case of security prisoners who aVe being released or have already 
been released ? 

14 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khmja 
•Ir Nazimuddin): {a)(i) Yes. 

(ii) No. 

(Hi) Yes, provided that the released detenu had no adequate sources of 
income for the supply of his wants. 

(h) The honourable member is referred to my reply given to clause (d) ot 
the starred question No. 107 asked by Mr. Khagendra Nath Dasgupta on the 
24th February, 1944. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR* Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether in the case of released security prisoners who have been 
prevented from making adequate income for the restrictions imposed on 
them by Government, Government will be pleased to consider the desir- 
ability of ccfntinuing their allowances? * 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Individual cases are considered on 
their merits. In certain cases where released security prisoners have been 
put under certain restrictions unable to earn their livelihood, allowances 
have been sanctioned. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon;ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether there have been any cases in which the allowances have 
been continued? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have just now said that when 
even after release the security prisoners have been put under certain restric- 
tions and Government feel that those are legitimate cases, .such allowances 
have been sanctioned. 

Mr, SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: How many such cases have 
occurred ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 ask for notice. I may say, on 
the 22nd or 23rd November in reply to a question I said that a released 
flecurity prisoner was grunted an allowance of Its. 40 per month. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hoirble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is not a fact that there is no such case excepting 
two or three? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot give the number. But 
there are certain cases, and I would refer the honourable member to my 
replj* to a question on the 22nd or 23rd of November. 

Reatrfotion order on 8J. Narayan Ctiandra Das. 

*54. Mauivi Haji TOFEL AHMED CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state if it is 
a fact — 

(t) that Sj. Narayan Chandra Das, of Khaliskota, district Barisal, has 

been served with a restriction order which has not yet been with- 
drawn ; 

(u) thatrhe has been deprived of all means of earning his livelihood on 

^account of this restriction order; 

(tit) that the whole family has been in a state of starvation; 

(iv) that be made repeated petitions either for the withdrawal of the 
restriction order or for suitable alfowance for bis family ; 

(v) that he htw* approached the D.I.B. Inspector many times for the 

purpose ; 

(vi) that he has received assurances from him of speedy withdrawal of 

• the restriction order every time he made the request; and 
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(w) that tie assurances ia\e not yet \>een materiaiiaed? 

{h) If the answer to (a) is in the a£&nnative, will the Hon’hle Minister 
he pleased to state whether Government are considering the desirability of— 
(i) granting him proper allowance, or 
(ti) withdrawing the restriction order P 

Khan Madur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir NazinilKkiin) S (a) The restriction order has been withdrawn. 

(6) Does not arise. 

Alleged delay in getting oopies and information on aiipliaations mado to 
Nadia Colleotorate. 

*55. Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY: (a) Will the IWble 
Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(i) whetlver it is a fact that unusual delay occurs in getting copies and 

information on applications made to the Nadia Colle^;k)^ate for 
the purpose; 

(ii) wimther Nadia Colleotorate observe the Rules of the Itaoords Manual 

in respect of entertaining appliimtions for copies and informations 
and of furnishing the same to the ajiplicants within a reasonable 
time; and 

(lii) whether the Local Muktear Association mode a complaint and 
adopted a resolution, setting forth the grievances of the litigant 
public to the Collector of Nadia in order to remedy them P 
(h) If the answer to (a) is in the atlirmutive, will the Hon’ble Mihister 
be jdeased to state whether tlie (N)lleclor of Nadia has taken any steps on 
the resolution of tlje Local Mukte4ir As‘«)ciation P. 

(c) Is the ITnn’blo Minister considering the desirability of issuing instnio- 
tions to the Collector of Nadia to remedy the griovanrt's referred to in 
(a) (t)? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERUEA: (a) (i) No. 

(n) and (iii) Yes. 

(b) Yes, steps were taken to remove the grievances of the litigant i)ublic. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Improvement of pecuniary* condition of teachers of Free Primary Schools in 

Tippera district 

*56. Mr. MAQBUL HOSSAIN: ia\ Will the llon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Depirtment be pleased to state whether (ioveniment 
are considering the desirability of improving the pecuniary condition of the 
teachers of the free primary schools, in the district of Tippera, by way of — 
(i) increasing their monthly salary; or 
(u) granting dearness allowance? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the amount propo.sed to be given to each of them j»er 
month ? ^ 

The Hon’We Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) (t) Not at preserft. 

(ii) and (h) In the District School Board areas, the teachers of managed 
primary schools and primary sefctions attached to secondary schools and 
madrasahs are being paid dearness allowance at Rs.2-8 pe^ head per mensem 
from the District Primary Education Fund since Ist August, 1942. This 
rate of R8.2-8 was increased to Rs.S for September, October and November, 
1943. » 
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Further, Government have sanctioned the payment from their own funds 
of a dearness allowance at the rate of Re. 3 per month per head with effect 
from Ist April, 1944, to the teachers of all approved primary schools on 
condition that the local authorities continue to pay such dearness allowance 
as they were already paying. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTAl Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us what is the monthl^^ salary of the primary school teachers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I think my honourable 
friend knows that it is very insignificant. It is not uniform — Rs 16 
Rs. 12, Rs. 10. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA. W^ill the Hon^ble Minister be 
pleased to state what are the reasons for not increasing their monthly 
salary at present? ^ 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: It is a question of funds. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of 
the fact that many primary school teachers have left the schools on. account 
of such smallness of pay and the schools are suffering to a great extent? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to stale whether the second paragraph of his answer beginning 
from “further” down lo the last word “paying” applies to all approved 
primary schools of the province or of the district ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Of the province. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: IV ill the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to .state whether he knows that in 'the district ot Muishidahad such 
dearness allowances as are sanctioned and even the substantive jiay are not 
being paid for the months of September, October and November up till 
now ? 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I do not see any reason for 
that. I am not aware of that. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of 
the fa(!t that a primaiy school teacher is not juiid monthly? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Yes. Sir; his pay has to be 

given monthly but sometimes there are irregularities on account of the post- 
office concerned not being able to cope with the situation. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of 
the fact that in the district of Tippera they are never paid monthly, they 
are paid quarterly — everywhere? 

Ths Hon’bis Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Not everywhere — probably 
in some places — I want notice, 

Mr. 8A$ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Is the Hon’ hie Minister aware 
^that at least in Murshidabad payments are never made on the basis of one* 
month, but tho salaries mre allowed to run into arrears for 3 or 4 months 
and in the meantime the representations of, the teachers are not heeded to 
and that there are no rule^i compelling the School Board for making pay- 
B^ents within a particular time of the next month? 

Th# Hon’bla Mr. TAMIZUDpiN KHAN: Sir, I do not think these 
deiails arise becaust the ouestion is not about regular payment of salaries 
at alb The qi^estion is about other thing. 



1944.] 


QUESTIONS. 


Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, I am now confining myself 
to the dearness allowance. Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether he is aware that this dearness allowance which is approved by the 
Government — I will not refer to the substantive salary also — is allowed to 
run into arrears for 3 months at a time and that there is no rule prescribed 
for compelling payments by the authority w^ithin a particular time as the 
arrears accumulate to 3 or 4 months at a time and payments ore not madeP 

The Hon’ble Mr, TAMIZUDOIN KHAN: I am not aware of that but 
if specific cases are brought to my notice, I will take adequate steps. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Since 1 have put question speci- 
fically with regard to Murshidabad, will the Hon’ hie Minister be pleased 
to consider the desirability of making enquiries from the S('hool lloanl of 
Murshidabad so that the evil may be remedied at an early dateF 

The Hon’t»le Mr. TAMIZUDOIN KHAN: I am ly^epared to do that but 
I shall be grateful if my honourable friend gives me a note about it. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Very well, I will do that. 

Cooking arrangements in Emergency and Destitute Hospitals in mufassal 

areas. 

*57. Mr. PU8PAJIT BA^RMA: (a) Will the Hon’hle Minister in charge 
of the Public Health and 1/fcal SelMtovernmeut Department bo pleased ,to 
state whether it is a fact — 

(?) that newly-started emergency and destitute hospitals in mufassal 
areas have two cooks, one Hindu and another Muslim ; and 
(ii) that no sei>arate kitchens or cooking arrangements have been madet 
(b) If the answer to (a) is in the aflBnnative, is the Hon’blo Minister 
considering the desirability of making separate arrangements for the Hindus 
and the Muslims? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahadur Mauivi Jalaluddin Ahmad): (a)(t) ^n the larger hospitals, yes. 
In the smaller hospitals, generally speaking, no. 

(u) Government have made separate aiTangements where these have been 
specially asked for. 

(b) Government will continue to make separate arrangements w^hen these 
are specially asked for. 

Grant of permits for selling quinine in Mymensingh, 

'?58. Mr. ABUL H0S8AIN AHMED: (n) Will the Ifon'ble Minister in 
charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government (Jledical) Depart- 
ment be pleased to state whether it is a fact — 

(?) that the system of granting permits for selling quinine in the 
district of Mymensingh on the recommendation of both the 
District Health Officer and the (’ivil Surgeon has been dis- 
continued ; and 

(n) that it is being done only on the recommendation of the (hvil 
Surgeon ? ' ’ ^ 

(6) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) how many persons have been recommended by# the Civil Surgeon, 
Mymensingh, since then for permission to sell quinine at controlled 
prices; and 

(it) how many of them are (A) Muslims and (B) Hindus? 
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Khan Sahib HAMIDUDOiN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khan 
Dahadltr Maillvi Jaialuddin Ahmad): {a){i) The District Magistrate was 
the District Quinine Rationing Authority and acted on the advice both of 
the District Health Officer and the Civil Surgeon. Since 5th January, 
1944, the Civil Surgeon has been appointed as District Quinine Rationing 
Authority. He is required to consult the District Health Officer as frequently 
as possible but the latter’s formal approval is not required under the latest 
Government orders. 

(ii) Yes. '' 

(b) (i) 230. 

(n) Muslims — 46. 

Hindus — 184. 

Mft MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the reasons for which there is such a gulf of difference between 
file Hindus and the Muslims:' * 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: This is due to dearth of medical 
practitioners available for selling quinine at the first instance but recently 
a general circular has been issued to all the District Rationing Authorities 
to appoint adequate number of Muslims. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether the procedure of taking Health* Olficer’s recommendation of 
the district has been discontinued? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: It is still in force. The Dis. 
trict Rationing Authority has been advised to appoint quinine selling 
agents or distributing agents on the recommendation of the District Magis- 
trate, Sulnlivisional Officer or of the District Health Officer. 

Rai Sahib MONMOHAN DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state in view of the answer {h){i) how many names have been recommend- 
ed from the Scheduled Castes? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I want notice. 

Adjournment Motion. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL; Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I have got 
consent to an adjouriumMit motion given notict' of b> me yesterday and 
may 1 have leave of the Hounc to move the same? The adjournment motion 
is in the following terms: — 

“This Assembly do now mljourn to discuss a definite matter of urj^ent 
public importance and of recent occurrence, namely, the refusal 
of the Government of Rengal to accord sanction to the proposal 
of the Corporation of Calcutta to acquire anti to run with the help 
of an Agent the undertakings of the (.'alcutta Tramways Co., Ltd,’’ 

Sir, may 1 hand over the motion? I have obtained tlie consent of the 
Hon’ble Speaker and the relevant statement also was handed over to him. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The motion has been admitted by 
Mr. Speaker. The sh^rt* statement is as follows : — 

“It was officially revealed through a tdebate at the meeting of Ithe 
Coimcillors of the ^Calcutta Corporation held on 29th November, 
1944, and reported in the newspapers on 30tb Novepaber, 1944, that 
the Government of Bengal have recently refused to accord sano 
tion [to the proposal of the Calcutta Corporation to exercise its 
option to purchase the undertakings of the Calcutta Tramways Co. 
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on the 1st of January, 1945, in accordance with the agreement 
between the Corporation and the Company and to entrust the 
running of the Tramways to an Agent on certain terms/* 

Is there any objection? 

(There was objection.) 

Gentlemen supporting the motion will kindly rise in their seats. 

(A count was taken and it was found that the adequate number ot 
members had risen.) 

The honourable member has got leave of the House. Yes, Dr. Sanyal. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I also 
obtained your consent for moving an adjournment motion. 

Dr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Kundu, surely you know that two 
motions cannot be moved on the same da 3 \ Hence your motion falls 
through. ' ’ 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: I understand that there is a rule 
which prevent.s two motioos being moved in the same sitting but there is 
no rule which prevents more than one motion being considered for the 
purpose of admission. So this may be considered for the purpose of 
admission. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I have allowed this particular motion and 
under the rules 1 cannot allow that motion on the same day. For any other 
refermue you can make it to the Hon’ble Speaker later on. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: We are proc(H*ding with this 
motion and we are in jiossession of it but in the meantime tln^ bonourable 
member wants to know how this particular motion does stand, b«*cause you 
know. Sir, that the urgency can he waived and you can set down the dis- 
cussion of the matter for tomorrow. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: 1 will have to consider that. I have not 
yet gone through that file. Now we are dealing with this adjournment 
motion of Dr. Sanyal. 

The Hon'ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: On a point r)f order, Sir. 

Is there Jiny ruh* by which you can jicnalise a mcrnlxT for iriakmg stute- 
ments which are not correct and for trying to move an adj<nirnment 
motion? (Laughter.) 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I do not know of any such rule. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Tlie custodian of the rules of the House 
ought to liave been better advised; he ought to have known that there is 
no such rule. Hut probably a new rule will be inad(*. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Yes, Dr. Sanjal, You can now move your 
adjournment motion. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I beg to move tkai this Assembly 
do now adjourn to discu.ss a definite matter of urgent public ini^Jortanco 
and of recent occurrence, namely, the refusal by the Governm.^it of Hengal 
to accord sanction to the proposal of the Corjmration of Calcutta to acquire 
and to run with the help of an agent the undertakings of tile (.'ulcutta 
Tramways Co., Ltd. 

Sir, the citizens of Calcutta and the public Bengal were shocked and 
surprised to notice in the newspapers of the dOth November last the report 
that the Bengal Government have refused their sanction to the proposal 
of the Corporation of Calcutta to acquire the properties of the Calcutta 
Tramways Co., Ltd., and to run the same in the manner proposed by them. 
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Sir, we tried to study the matter thereafter and I have discovered t^t 
this question of acquiring the properties of this public utility undertaking 
on b^alf of the Corporation of Calcutta has had a long history behind it. 
It was as long ago as 1899 when the first agreement was made between 
the Calcutta C<jrporation and the Calcutta Tramways Co., Ltd., consolidating 
the previous agreement, in regard to the running of the tramways in Cal- 
cutta that a specific provision w'as laid down in Article 5 of that agreement 
empowering the Corporation to purchase the said tramways with the plant, 
machinery, land, buildings, etc., on the 1st January, 1931, and thereafter 
at intervals of seven years. This was also supported by a legislative action 
of the old Bengal Legislative Council, namely, the ('alcutta Tramways 
(Electric Traction) Act, 1900, sectirm h of which provided: “The Corpora- 
tion shall have the right ot purchasing the said tramways with fhe plant, 
machinery, land, buildings, rolling stock, stores and ‘everything connected 
therewith ^longing to the Company, on the 1st January, 1931, upon declar- 
ing their intention so to purchase the same in writing not less tllan six 
calendar months befoj’c the said date, and the Corporation ghall have a 
renewed right of purchase at the end ol every seven years after the said 
1st January, 1931, upon similar notice beiiig given. The consideration for 
such purchase shall be a cash payment of twenty-five times the difference 
between the average gross annual receipts and the working exj)ense.s of 
the Company which said working expenses shall inter alia include track- 
rent and the proper upkeep and maintenance of the said tramways, plant, 
machinery, buildings and rolling stock ete. 

In the year 1938, i.e., two years before the expiry of then prevailing 
period at the termination of which the Corporation could (‘xercise the right 
to purchase the tramways, the Coropration sought the sanction of the 
Government of Bengal at that time to have the necessary approval of the 
Government. Even at that time Government showed little interest and did 
not help the Corporation in fructifying their desire. 

In 1942, i.e., two years from now the Calcutta Corporation through its 
Public Utility and Markets Committee at its meeting dated loth August, 
1942, renewed their desire to acquire the properties of the Calcutta Tram- 
ways (^ 0 ., Ltd., and at a general meeting of the Corporation held on the 
22nd March, 1943, the Corporation as a whole approved of this proposal 
of the Public Utility and Markets Committee, and necessary .steps were 
directed ito be taken. With the approval of the Advocate-General of Bengal, 
a notice was duly served upon the Calcutta Tramways Co., Ltd., at their 
principal place of busine.ss on the 27th June, 1944, and on the 14th Sejitem- 
ber, 1944, the Home Board of Directors of the Calculta Tramwavs Co. Ltd., 
in reply io the notice given by the Corporation, sugge.^ted certain business 
like procedure which we ajipreriute. t^o far it looked as if things were 
moving in a friendly atmosphere and smoothly and probably the citizens 
of (^alcutta would soon be blessed wdth the prospeet of possessing a ^wluable 
public utility undertaking like the Calcutta Tramwa\s in Calcutta. But 
something happened thereafter. The Corporation of Calcutta, on the 30th 
October, 1944, e^xamined the propo.sal of the Home Board and sent in their 
considered reply. This W’as of course delayed because of the holidays, and 
for obvious reasons it could not be possible for the whole ( Orporation to 
meet. The Corporation ’.s proposals were first considered by the Public 
Utility !ind Markets Committee and thereafter at a subsequent date by the 
general bod^ of the Corporation later on. As time was an essential factor 
in this coryiection, the Chief Executive Officer of the Calcutta Corporation 
immediately forwarded ta the Home Board, with a copy of that sent to the 
local agent, giving their considered reply to the suggestion made by the 
Home Board of the Calcutta Tramways. Calcutta Tramways’ local 

agent was also reoiiesfed to give necejjsary facilities to the engineers of 
the Corporation ana other officers to examine the properties and to find out 
the valuation of the same as they «would like to have their own independent 
valuation apart from the terms on which payment had to be made. The 
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Home Board replied in their letter that aa it ’was not possible to gi've gross 
earnings less expenses np to the last day oi working, i.e., Slat Decemher, 

1944, they were forwarding soon the statements for the previous seven 
year-period. But, Sir, that w’as probably in transition when something 
happened here. The Corporation officers were given opportunities to go 
through the papers in the office of the local acting agent for a few days but 
suddenly the acting agent wrote to the Chief Executive Officer a letter 
wherein he flatly refused to give further facilities to the Corporation officers 
and said: “IVe are vnuihle to comply with j'our riniuest until such time 
as tlie necessary resolittions are passed by tlie (^or]>()rat ion and approved 
by Government." This was a letter of the acting agent dated the 9th 
November, 1944. It was only then that the (\)rporation first came to know 
that Ihere was another factor which was likely to create difliculties. As 
advised by the Advocate-tieneral, the (\)rporation had, iin mediately after 
their notice to the Calcutta Tramways Co., Ltd., approached the (Govern- 
ment of Bengal as well as the Federal Bailwuy Authorities, with a view 
to obtain 'jertain necessary sanctions which it was, at that time the advice 
of the Advocate-General that the Corporation must have in ordesr to run 
the tram services in the streets of Calcutta. 

It was also noticed that there was a change in the attitude of some of 
the Councillors of the ('orjioration from tliat time. Before that, things 
were moving more or less smoothly and there was hardly any oppo.siiion 
in the Corporation, every section of which was united in its demand to have 
the properties acijiiired by the Cahuitta Corporation, The (Government of 
Bengal kept hack their reply. Two letters w(‘re addressed to the Govern- 
ment of Bengal, the first letter as early as duly, 1944, and the second letter 
in September, 1944: in reply to the first G(jvernment wanted (‘ertain infor- 
mation which was forthwitli sulmiitted. But unfortunately the Govern- 
ment of Bengal did not care to give their considered opinion so long and the 
Corporation was proceeding on the assumption that from the 1st of January, 

1945, the ( orporation would have to take over the properties and run the 

same on their own responsilulity . Smhlenly on the 22nd of November, 
1944 (which letter was sent out on the 24rd Nov(*mh(*r), the Government 
of Bengal intimated the ('alcutta (’orporation their inability to accord their 
sanction for the Corporation to enter into an agreement with any agent 
for the purchase and working of the Calcutta Tramways iinderiaking. 
(Mr. Dhikkndra Nath Datia: What are the reasons P) Time will not 
allow me to go into the detailed reasons. But I have thereafter found that 
two eminent lawyers, Mr. B. B. Miikherji and V. R. Das, whose opinions 
were sought by the (’orporation, have categorically statt'd tliat the Corjiora- 
tion need not seek the (ioverninent sanction at all and they have stated 
that with the expiry of the time of the notiee, the properties can In* acquired 
by the (.'orporation straightaway. Here comes the ditliculty. I am not 
here in a mood to criticise Government action. T am not suggesting that 
Government have been influenced by hig business, partioulurly European 
business, in their deciNion. But 1 would appeal to (lie Government to see 
what would be the position if Governmenf do not apjir^oaidi the prohhun 
from a more liberal standpoint. From the agreement it is revealed that the 
Corporation has to pay 25 times the average surplus of income over 
expenditure of the previous seven year.s w’henever the Corporation take over 
the management of the Tramways. That at tlie present moment is a high 
figure hut it wviuld he still higher if the pre.sent opportunfty is lost. If 
the Government are not sati.sfied with the agency or with the;, arrangement 
proposed by the Corporation, it is up to the Government to call for a 
Conference, have the matter settled across the table and decide in a day 
what should be the proper method of acquiring such properties and running 
the same. ^ 

I do not claim that the Corporation of Calcutta has approached this 
question with tact and I must admit that it could have been probably 
arranged in a better way. But the interests of thousands of our citisens 
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and of a large number of oiu* population are 'involved and I appeal to the 
Government to yet see if some way can be found out of the impasse and 
if Government could have a proper tec’hnical body appointed to take over 
the management under financial arrangements which the Government may 
in consultation with the Corporation find feasible and workable. So far as 
the Corporation’s contention goes, I feel that every citizen of Bengal today 
would endorse the idea that the domination of the European Company in 
the city of f'alcutta should end without delay and I therefore appeal to the 
Government to see that a way out may be found even now because it is not 
yet too lute to mend. 

The Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZiMUDDIN: Sir, I do not know what is 
the object for which Dr. Sanyal has brought this motion before this House. 
Is it for the purpose of exposing the Calcutta Corporation v or is it for the 
purpose of merely taking up some time of the House so that its regular 
biiHiness may not be proceeded with? The speech tliat has been delivered 
today will show for its^df that there is really no substance i)ehind the 
motion that has been moved. There is nothing that has been shown by 
Dr. Sanyal which would justify any kind of motive attributed to Govern- 
ment for refusing sanction. Actually the reasons why Government have 
refused sanctioti have been clearly stated in their letter to the Calcutta 
Corporation which has been published in the papers as well. 1 would like 
[to state here that apart from the reasons that have been stated in that letter 
and particularly the legal advice that we have received from our highest 
law advisers, the fundamental question wliich is supposed to have moved 
Dr. Sanyal in our opinion does not exist, viz., tin* nationalisation of the 
Tramways, that is to say, that the Tramways should be run by the Calcutta 
Corporation. From what we have seen of tin* negotiations that have so 
far proceeded and from the terms and conditions ot the tenders that have 
been published or announced, it is obvious that the Tramways will not come 
into the bands of the Calcutta Corporation. On the other hand, it will go 
into the hands of agents, another concern, another company, and from my 
point of view, from the point of view id (iovernment and from the point' 
of view of the citizens of ('alcutta, any further ho])e of tlie ’rramways ever 
coming under the control of the Calcutta Corporation would disappear if 

this agreement is allowed. I will tell you the reasons ....(Interruption) 

It is no use getting excited. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA SANYAL. Who will become the owners of the 
Tramways P 

The Hon’bte Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 would ask Dr Sanyal 

if he wants detailed particulars — it is not possible for me to go into them 
now — to read the “Indian Finance” of the last two weeks — of Saturday last 
and one before that. There he will find facts and figures to justify what 
1 have stated here. I shall give very hriefiy the facts to the House. 
According to the calculations that we can make, it will appear that the 
proptM-ty wliK’h wiys originally valued at Rs. U crores will have to be 
purchased at Rs. o or tii crores tliat is to say. the Company is not going 
to lose if its business is sold now. Any sensible company would he only 
too glad to part with its shares if its one pound shares could be sold for 
£3 or £4. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will it be less in future? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Now, what is the arrange- 
ment that they are arriving at with the agemt? Three per cent, of the 
net profits is to go towards amortisation and four per cent, as interest, in 
all seven per cent. According to the calculations that we can make as to 
the profits that will accrue after the war even taking into consideration 
the. ex tensions that have been made including Howrah also, it will appear 
that the total profits w<ll be something like Ks. 22 to 25 lakhs net, whereas 
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the seven per cent, demand will come to something like Rs. 42 lakhs. 
There is, therefore, bound to be a deficit of something like Bs. 10, 15 or 

20 lakhs or something like that, which means that the agent 

/(Dr. Nalinaksha Sai^tal: The balance sheet reveal^ 7 lakhs profit.) But 
I have made it clear that I am talking of post-war profits, 'Ae abnormal 
profits during the war will not continue all along after the war. It is 
obvious that no businessman in India will come forward and say that the 
profits that he has been making now will continue in any concern whatso- 
ever after the war. There is bound to be a fall after the war and making 
the calculations on a liberal basis it means a profit of 20 to 25 lakhs. It 
may even mean anything l^etweeii ten and fifteen lakhs. Apart from that 
the Agent will have the option to continue for another ten years and the 
Corporation will never be able to get it out of the Company’s clutches, and 
although in name the Calcutta Corporation will be the owner of the tram- 
ways, all the fruits of it will be enjoyed by the Agents and the general 
public will get no relief whatsoever, either in the shape of rediiced tare or 
in the shape of improvement of amenitievs. The Agents will see that they 
get their three per cent, first and their four i>er cent, thereafter. With 
that three and four per cent, gone there will practically be no room for 
either lowering of fares or improvement of amenities. 

But I may tell the House that that is not the only point. The cogent 
point is that now after every seven years you will have an opjxirtunity of 
taking over this undertaking from tlie existing coiuMUn and having it 
practically under the direct control and management of tlie (^uporation. 
But if the proposal of the ('orporation as it is now before us is accepted it 
will mean that for anotlier 25 or even 85 years the Corporation will ])ractically 
be the heiiami owner but the real fruit will be enjoyed by the agents. It 
will be an Indian concern only in name but it will mean benefit to the 
capitalists who will advance the money and no benefit will accrue to the 
masses. 

Then there is another thing that I would place b(*fore the House. Here 
is a proposal which involves a commitment of the ('alcutia Corporation to 
a sum of (»ver five crores of rupees. It means a c.ommitment by lh(‘ Cal- 
cutta Corporation to the tune of over five crores of nij)ees hut I regret to 
say that this })roposal has never been placed Ixdore the Finamx* (.ounnitteo 
of the Calcutta (5)rporation. There has been no scrutipy by any body of 
men, no examination either of the merits or of the dcnMuils of the j)r(»posal 
or of the financial implications or burdens involvtMl. Anollu'r extraordinary 
thing is that although you will have to comj>lete the traimiiction }>y tlie 1st 
of January, even up till now no tenders liave h(M*n T«*c(‘ived although 
tomorrow the bth Decemhtu is the last date for the huhmiN.sion of tenders. 
When is the Corporation going to call for tenders? AVhen is it going to 
raise the five crore.s? Is tliis the way in which a r(‘.Hponsil)le bod 3 ' of men 
should ever enter into any transactions whatsoever? After all, let us 
e:iamine how tliis thing has been done. Four persons have been carrying 
on this transaction so long. It has not been placed before the Finance 
Committee of the Calcutta Corporation. It is true that in March, 1943, 
the general principle was accepted by the Corjioration. Every one of us 
accept the principle. There is not one man who doe.s not accept the general 
principle. Nobody objects to the principle that the Calcut^ta Corporation 
should own the tramwaj's. But when the terms and conditions were 
released, when they came out with concrete proposals at the’ lat<‘.st stage, 
it was then that people began to question as to what was the motive behind 
it. Now when the first letter came to us we gave a reply immediately. 
After that when the details came we put it lip before our legal adviser and 
we have been given the best legal advice that Government can obtain. 
According to our legal adviser it is clear that the (>)rporation, unless the 
Act is amended, cannot undertake the* business in the manner in which it 
is proposed to be done. Sir, it is not a new thing to the Corporation. 
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When Mr. Nalini Eanjan Sarker was the Mayor there were legal difficulties 
and it was held that unless the Act was amended Ihe Corporation could not 
take up the tramways. 

Now, Sir, from whatever angle maj look at it, you will find that 
there are legal difficulties, there are practical difficulties and there are 
financial difficulties. From every point of view it will be apparent that 
as far as the proposal in the present form is concerned it will go against the, 
rate-payer. Further, apart from these difficulties it is not at all a practical 
proposition at the present time. 

Then, »Sir, Dr. Sanyal has often asked me about alternative proposals. 
We have said that as far as the principle is copcerned we fully agree with 
the C(»riK)ration that the tramways should be owned by the Corporation and 
we will give every assistance in the matter. But, Sir, at this late stage, 
as 1 have already stated, no conference will be of any use because there 
are legal difficulties in it. 

Dr. MALI NAK8HA« SANYAL : But the Home Board is agreeable. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDINS But there is also the difficulty 
about the time and space and I agree with Dr. Sanyal that the Board in 
England is anxious to do this. Every Board would be anxious to get it at 
the present inflated price of the .shares. It would be foolish if they did 
not. But the question has got to be considered. Let the Corporation 
Finance Committee consider it and if there is anything that Government 
can do either in the way of mediation or in the way of bringing in an 
amended Act, we will certainly do what can be done by Government. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that this Assembly do now adjourn 
to discuss a definite matter of urgent public importance and of recent 
occurrence, namely, the refusal of the Government of Bengal to accord 
sanction to the proposal of the Corporation of Calcutta to acquire and to 
run with the help of an Agent the undertakings of Ihe Calcutta Tramways 
Company, was then put and lost. 

Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 5-45 p.m. till 4 p.m. on Wednesday, 
the Gth December, 1944, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 



proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Wednesday, 
the €th December, 1944, at 4 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Ilon'ble Mr. Syed Navsher Aki) in the Chair, 10 
Hon’ble Ministers and 183 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answears were given) 

Further supplementaries to starred question No* 58. 

Mr. ABUL H08AIN AHMED: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be ideased 
to give instruction to the Head of the Department to issue a general order 
or cin'ular to the effect that applications for sale of quinine he subiniti<Hl 
through the ^District Health Olheer as the District Health Officer is more 
responsible for the upkeep of the health of the general public than the 
Civil Surgeon himself? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahadur Mauivi Jalaluddin Ahmad): A gt^ieral eircnlar has already been 
issued to District Authoritic's to appoint suitable number of ngenta from 
all the conununities in consultation with the Health Oflicer and sometimes 
with his advice. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state what is the jjresent scheme of the Oovernment regarding 
the distribution of (iuinin(‘ in the rural areas? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is too big a (piestion. That (Minnot be answered. 

Mr. ABUL H08AIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state how, many Muslims and bow many Hindus got tliese jobs during 
the time whih* the District) Mugistruies were the Quinine Kaiiouing 
Officers and the District Health Officers and the (3vi] Surgeons were the 
advising agents? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I want notice. 

Rai Sahib MONMOHAN DAS: Will the Hou'ble Minister be pleased 
to stnte if the question of ratio proportion is cfinsidered at the time of 
granting quinine permit? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD; 7'hore is no communal ratio 
in these matters and it is not strictly observed there but the. District 
Rationing Authority has been advised to appoint suitable number of agents 
from all the communities as far as possible. 

Rai Sahib MONMOHAN DAS; Will the IIon’blq.Min:fiter be pleased 
to state what classes of people are eligible for quinine permit? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Medical practitiouers are 
given preference over raw n-en. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the reasons for the discrepancy among the licensees of different 
communities after the Rationing Authority has been given to the Civil 
Surgeon in the district of Mymensingh? 
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Khan Sahih HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Most of these agents were 
appointed when the District Magistrate was the Rationing Authority but 
in subsequent vacancies when the Civil iSurceon has been appointed 
Rationing Authority, as I have already stated, a general order has been 
issued to see that an appropriate number of Muslims and members of other 
communities be appointed in the vacancies. 

Rai Sahib MONMOHAN DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that in most cases applicants from the Scheduled 
Castes have been denied any permit in the district of Mymensingh? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I have no information about 
this. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government have given up the proposal of appoint- 
ing an agent in every lyiion for selling quinine to the public? ^ 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: No, it is not a question of 
appointing one agent for each union. There are more than one agent in 
some unions and there is one agent in one union as the situation demands. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Are we then to understand that 
Government have appointed at least one agent in every union for sale of 
quinine? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Generally one agent has been 
appointed for eacli union but in some rases two or three agents were 
appointed for one union ami in some rases one agent has been apjiointed 
for two or three unions. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: AVill the Ilon’ble Minister be 
surprised to learn that there are many unions where there are no agents at 
all? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That h as been answered. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state when the Rationing Authority ha.s been given to the (^ivil Surgeon, 
whether he w’as given direrti(m to see that the agents or licensees from all 
communities are given sufhrient opportunity? 

Khan SAHIB HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I have already stated that 
a rireular has been issued to the Rationing Authority to see that suitable 
number of ugeuts are appointed from all the communities. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is the HohTle Minister aware 
that the agents appointed do not come forward to ])urrha8e quinine tabloids 
beraiise the margin of profit allowed is less than the cost incurred by them? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I am not aware of any such 

fact. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister please tell 
the House how many Scheduled Caste agents have been appointed in the 
district of Mynf^nsiugh for selling quinine? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I want notice. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will .the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to make an enquiry inio the matter and to have these grievances 
removed? • 

Khm Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHI{|IED: Government will make enquiry 
if Bperific cases are giveii. 
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R^ardiiig smallpox apniimio in Rangpur Dialriot 

•59« Mfi AHMED HOSAIN: /a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department be pleased to 
state whether he is aware — 

(i) that a severe smallpox epidemic is raging and spreading in the 

district of Rangpur, especially in areas under police-station 
Shaghatta, Gobindaganj, Gaibandha, Sunderganj, Ealiganji 
Kotwali, Budarganj, Ulipiir: 

(ii) that in a single village called Jangalia, in police-station Shaghatta, 

300 people died of the malady in course of the last four months? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state— 

(i) what special preventive and curative measures have been taken by 
the District Board of Rangpur and the Government so far to 
combat the pestilence; and 

(it) what is the percentage of population in each of the above thanas 
that have been vaccinated to date? • 

(c) Is it a fact — 

(i) that the Rangpur District Board did not take any steps to make 

timely arrangements for vaccination in village Jangalia and other 
affected contiguous villages; aiui 

(it) that epidemic card was despatched by the President, Union Board, 
concerned with the first outbreak of smallpox? 

(d) Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to state — 

(i ) w’hat is the additional number of vaccinators that the District 
Board, Rangpur, has appointed; and 

(ii) what is the number they have posted in each Union of the severely- 

affected thanas at present ? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on bohalf of the Hon’bie Khan 
Bahadur Mauivi Jalaluddin Ahmad): {a) (t) Yes. A statement of attacks 
and deaths, week by w^ek, (d the thanas from Ist January, BM4, to ^fith 
March, 1944, is laid on the Library Table. 

(//) No. Only fib persons in the village Jangalia w'cre attacked up to 
date of w’hom i^8 died. 

(h) (t) The District Board of Rangpur has 31 Sanitary Inspectors, 3C 
Health Assistants and 10 permanent vaccinators. Besides, the District 
Board appointed 293 temporary vaccinators to cope wuth the ciiidemic. The 
District Board also compelled all the Union Boards under this district 
numbering 318 to appoint 2 vaccinators each. The total number of vaccina- 
tors appointed up till now by the District and Union Boards is 723 
(inclutiing 200 sanctioned by Government). 8o the permanent staff’ of the 
District Board and the temporary (Government) District and Union Boards 
vaccinators are w’orking throughout the district to combat the epidemic in 
addition to 32 sauitaiy units consisting of 2 doctors and 02 sanitary assistants 
supplietl by the Governmeiit. The whole system is heir/g supervised by 1 
Military Major (Medical), 3 Military' Cantains (Medical) and the District 
Health Officer. The District Board also ilistribiited good amount of bleach- 
ing powder and other preventive medicine throughout the ‘district. 

(b) {ti) Percentage of population vaccinated in each of the thanas is as 
below — ^ 

Saghatta — 33 per cent., Gaibandha — 31 percent., Gobindaganj — 44j^r 
cent., Sundarganj — 35 per cent., Kaliganj — 31 per cent., Kotwafi — 
31 per cent., Badar^anj — 32 per ceiiV, Ulipur~^2 per cent. 

Work of vaccination is still progressing and before •the season closes the 
District Board will be able to vaccinate 50 per cent, of the population of the 
whole district. Altogether 1,136,109 persons have been vaccinated up to the 
first week of April current, in the district. • 
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(c) (i) Not true. 

lit) No epidemic card was sent by the President, Union Board, but the 
information was received through a member of the public. 

(d) (i) As stated above 293 additional vaccinators in addition to the 
permanent strength have been appointed by the District Board (including 
260 sanctioned by Government) and 430 by the Union Boards under orders 
of the District Board. 

(ii) Number of vaccinators posted in each union is not fixed. The number 
either increased or decreased according to the requirements. But care has 
been taken to post some vaccinators in each of the unions. 

Overseorsi demonstrators, etc*, in Khulna district 

•61. Mr. UPENDRA NATH EDBAR: (a) Will the Hon ble Minister 
in charge of the Agriculture Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the present nuii^er of overseers, demonstrators, kamdars and clerks 

with their names and the date of their first appointment in the 

district of Kliulna; 

(ii) the number of them that are — 

(A) (’aste Hindus, 

(B) Muslims, and 

(U) Scheduled Oastes, in each case; 

(lu) the number of Scheduled Caste demonstrators promoted to the 

post of overseers; 

(iv) whether it is a tact that I he claims of Scheduled Caste demonstrators 

have been superseded by junior Muslim demonstrators; and 

(v) if so, the reasons thereof y 

(b) Do the Government considi*!' the desirability of reconsidering in near 
future the cases of these Scheduled Caste demonstrators who have already 
b^n 8ii])er8eded ? 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8 (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 
Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain): (a) (i)— 


Overseers 3. 


Date of first 
appointment. 

(1) Md. Ba/Jur Kahman 

(2) Abdul llai Topadar 


... 26-54943. 


... 1-2-1944. 

(3) Kamesh Chundra Das 


... 12-4-1944. 

Demonstrators 2. 

(1) Satish Chandra Majumdar 


... 24-1-1928. 

t2) Vacant. 

Clerk 1. 

(1) Md. Fasior Rahman 


... 6-5-1943. 

Kanid^rs 4. 

(1) Md. Khalilur Rahman 


... 1-4-1944. 

(2) liokninn AH Miah 


... 8-4-1944. 

(3) Rakhr Nath Kar 


... 14-1944. 

(4) Shaikh Akaddes AH 


... 12-4-1944. 

(it) — 

Caate Hindu. 

Muslim. 

Schedule Ooste. 

Overseers 3 

2*^ 

1 

Demonstrators 2 1 


1 

Kamdars 4 . . 1 

*3 


Clerk 1 

1 


(ill) 10. 
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(iv) No. 

(i;) Does not arise. 

(6) Government do not cjonsider this necessary. 

Recruitment of Inspectors, Auditors, etc., for Co-operttiee Credit end 
Rural Indebtedness Department. 

*62. Mr. DHIRENDRA NARAYAN MUKERJI: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in cluiry-e of the ('o-operati\e Gredit and liural Indebtedness Depart- 
ment be pleased to state — 

(/) whether any ag-e-restriction was imposed in ihe bust advertisement 
for the recruitnient of Inspectors, Auditors, etc., for his depart- 
ment; 

{ii) whether any fee was charged along witli the submission of applica- 
tions ; 

(tit) if 80 , at what rates; 

(n?) what was th(‘ amount collected; 

(r) whetfier there was any procedure for selection,* 

(n) whether all the candidates, who had d(‘|><)sited the necessary fees, 
were called for sitting at the examination; 

(ni) how the seb'ction of candidates ^\as made to allow them to appear 
at the examination ; 

{nil) whetlier the candidates over the age-limit of 25 or 20 were asked to 
de{M)sit tin* fees; 

(or) whether their cases were not consi<lered by rmison of age-limit 
imposed after receijit of their application forms and necessary fees; 
(.rt if so, hov\ man> sii(‘h cases ar<‘ there; and 

(,n) whether an\ steps have l>eeii taken b> the Department to refund the 
fe(‘s rei'cived from such candidates 'f* 

{}>) Do the (joviMiiiiHuit propose to foim “Appointment Hoard” or some 
similar Inidies to d<*al with smdi appointments ^ 

Khan Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN (on behalf of the Hon’bie 
Mr. Jogendra Nath Mandal): The hononrahle memher is rei'ened to th(‘ 
reply given to htaried (|Ue^^MUl No. 424 of Mr. Siikuniar Dutta on the Kith 
June, 1944. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Dn a point of privilege. Sir, In 
reply to this question the Karlianientary Secretary has madi* a relerence to 
(piestion No, 424 of Mr. Sukuniar Dutta on the Kith Jum‘, 1944. The 
jiroceedings of the House containing that reply were not released from the 
press and the proceedings ha\e not yet heen received by the meinhers. It 
may so hajipen that many ot the meinhers (amid not hav«' heen pn‘Sent^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes; the (piestion in held over. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Visits to security prisoners by official and non-official visitors of the 
Presidency Jail. 

31. Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: (a) Will the ITon’blo Minister 
in charge of the Home Dejiartment l>e pleasCMl to state — * 

(i) the names of the official and non-official visiKirs for the.J^re'^irhuicy 
Jail from Ist August, 1942, to l.st June, HMJ; and 
{li) tlie names of those who visited the securifv prisoners in tin* lV(*Hi- 
dency Jail during flie period in (pK’stionl' 

(b) Will the Hon’ hie Minister l)e jdeased to state w’hether there are any 
rules fixing the time or period or miinl)er of visits that the oflirdal and non- 
official visitors should make in jail? 

15 
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(c) If the answer to (/>) is in the affirmative, will the Hon/ble Minister 
he pleased to state whether the rules are observed by the visitors of the 
Presidency Jail^ 

id) If the answer to (o) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

Minister in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): Ja) (i) Official ; 1. Commissioner, Presidency Division. 

2. f 'ommissioner of Police, Calcutta. 

t.’hiof i^residency Magistrate, Calcutta. 

^’on-official : 1. Mr, Alxlur Pahim, c.i.E. 

2. Mr. T. C. Mallick. 

(ti) Mr. 11. Gupta, l.c.s.. Chief Presidency Magistrate. 

Mr. T. C. Mallick. 

Mr. A. Kahiin, c.i.E. 

(/;) The honouraf)!^ member is referred to rules 46 to 48 of the Bengal 
Security Prisoners Pules of which a copy is in the Library. 

(c) Yes, as far as ixissible. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pl(‘aH(‘d to state the dates when the Chief Presidency Magistrate visited the 
Presidency Jail during the period in (juestiony 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: On the 21st of May, PM'b 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Dining tlic.e 12 m nths:^ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Y<^ 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the ifon'ble Minister phrase 
now refer to lule 42 where it lias iieeii said that the Cliiet Presidi'iicy Magi.s- 
trate will visit the security prisoiicis in their lespfctive jails not l(‘ss tlian 
once in a (piartcr and submit a full r(‘port t<» tlic (Tovcnimeut . ami in \iew 
of thes<‘ I'ules will he b(* ])leased to state what steps ( lovtuiinient desire to 
take about stiietly c'onforming to the rul(‘s, uaniel\, viMting the Jb'i'sidt'ucy 
Jail at least onci* in a (piarterP 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: T hopi* the lionourable member 
will realise that this is a. period of emergency and on account ot important 
work, the (diief Ib'csidency Magistrate could not visit the jail for more 
than once dining this perind. an<l T mi^iht state that other visitors, both 
otli(*ials and non-officials, visited the jail often. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what was the important business that engaged thi‘ Chief 
Presidency Magistrate and did not allow him to visit tlie jail according to 
rules? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Becurity prisoners detained under rule 26 of the Defence of India Rules. 

32. Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY: (u) Will the Hon’hle 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state the 
number of seeurit\ prisoners still detained under section 26 of the Defence 
of India Pules since the (\iloutta High ('ourt declared the Validating 
t^nlinance passed h\ the Governor-tteneral \o be ultra virrs? 

(h) Is the Hon’bJe Minister considering the desirability of — 

(7) giving effort to the deei.sion of the Calcutta High Court; and 
,{n) releasing th^se unconvicted prisoners forthwith? 
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Tha Hon^ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: {a) No security prisoner is 

now detained under rule 26 , Defence of India Ihiles. 

(6) Does not arise. 

Family allowances for security prisoners Babus Khinfiram Dakua and 

Hiralal Maiti. 

33« Mr. I8WAR CHANDRA MAL: («) Will tlu' lloirble Minister in 
charge of the Home Dei>anmei)< l>e pleased (o state whether it is a fact — 

(i) that (1) Halm Khudiram Dakua and (2) Habii Hiralal Maiti, Tamluk, 

were arrested on the Tth Hetober, 1942, and since then they are 
detained in the Midnapore (’entral ,lail as security prisoners; 

(ii) that the said Khudiram liabu and Hiralal Habu had monthly incomes 

of l{s.2o in the function of a khadi organiser in the Gandhi 
Asram, Hasudebjmr, |>olice-Htation Sutahata, Tamluk, and more 
than Its. 59 from medical practice res|>ectively ; 

(til) that Khudiram Halm has invalid |>arents and a minor brother and 
hi.*? wif(‘ as dependants and Hiralal Halm* has four deiHuidants 
including Ins widow-sister; 

(?r) that Khudiram itahu applied to the (lovernment on lUHli dune, 1949, 
followed 1>\ reminders on 14th Aug-ust, 24th October, and 90th 
November, 1949, and Hiralal Halm on 9()th June. J949, fidlowed 
hy remiiideis and petilioics In llon'ble Minister on Tth May, 20th 
June, Tth August, and 291(1 Octoln*!*, lfM9. for suitable family 
all(»wances ; 

(r) that their (‘conomii conditions sufVcnnI much from the last (’vcloru* 
on tiie lOlli Oclober, 1102. general food shortage and almoimal 
ns(' in the value of all artn les, their agricultural lauds being 
situat(‘d in the saline fhiod-aft'ecled urea; 

' n) that Khudiram Hahu and Hiralal Halm W(‘r(‘ informed by Oovein- 
ment meiinu andniii N<> I0.SS911 J., Calcutta, datml the 29rd 

Sepicmlier, I9M. and li\ ( ioviMiiment mmiiorandum No. f>5()TH.J., 
Calcutta. (Iai«*<l the 91st May. 1949, that ihfdi- petitions for fiimils 
allowaiicf-s ucM- being ((»nsidered; and 
(rii) that the dwclliti;.' Iiouse of Hiralal Halm has betoi blown awa\ m 
th<* last csclone''' 

{h) It the answer to (r/)(r/) is in the atlirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state* what action has .since then been taken on these* jtetitions f' 
(c) If th(' aiisweT to {It) is in the iie*g^at i ve*, is the Hon’ble Minister con- 
sidering the desirability e»f .sanctioning suitable allowances from their elate 
e^f arrest ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: ami (?•/) Yes. 

(/i) My infoiniation is that Khueliram Halm had no earning at all Wfore 
his arrest and liiat ihialai Halm wa.s earning Its. 5 or Hs.6 jier month from 
liomeopatbic practice. 

{in) It is rcjKirteel that Khudiram Habu was not maintaining any of his 
parents, breither or wife and Hiralal Habu has no dependant. 

(n ) A'es. Hut Hiralal Habu first ajiplieul on 2tMh March, 1949. 

{r) and I have no information. 

(/y) The jxOitions have been rejected by Government. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Mr. I8WAR CHANDRA MAL: With refererwe to answer (a) (u), 

viz., “My information is that lOiudiraTn Habu had no earning at all before • 
his arrest’’, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what was the 
source of information? • 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Official sources at the disposal of 
Government. 
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Mr. I8WAR CHANDRA MAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state when it was enquired into? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Date? 

Mr. iSWAR CHANDRA MAL: Yes. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice if I am to supply 
thf* (late. 

Regarding diet taken by Babu Kumar Chandra Jana, a security prisoner. 

34. Mr. ISWAR CHANDRA MAL: ((/) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state if it is a fact — 

(?) that Babu Kumar ('haridra Jana, Sutahata, Tamluk, has been 
detained in the Midnapore Ontral Jail, as a security prisoner 
since his arrest on the 12th August, 1942; 

(ii) that he undertook a vow ot lasting and continued the same for 
sever^il da3fs from 2nd Novemlw^r, 1942; * 

(ill) tliat he has lieen taking division ill diet from the 17th December, 
1942, up to this date; and 

(iv) that he has been taking no clothings and personal effects other than 
foot-wear at Government cost since his arrest * 

(/;) If th(^ answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hoirble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(?) what^has Wn the actual average ex]>endituie on account of his diet, 
clothings and j)ersonal effects for the [leriod from 2nd IS’oveml)er, 
194d, to dlst l>eceml>er, 194*1; aJid 

(??) what amount, if any, has been saved on account of Kumar BabuP 

(c) Is the Hou’ble Minister aware that tlie said Kumar Babu informed 
the Government on 8th November, 194*1 (followed bv letters and reminders 
on several dates) — 

(/) that he would not take his diet and (dothings and p(‘rsonal effects 
prescril)ed for him as a security prisoner but he would take 
division III diet; and 

(//) that the money thus saved on his account would be sjHuit in relieving 
distress of the hood-stricken peojile ot the Midnajiore district? 

{(1) If the answer to (c)(ii) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the projMisal has heen accepted by Go\ernraent? 

(e) If the answer to (?/) is in the negative, will the ITon’ble Minister I>© 
jdeased to state the reasons therefor? 

(/) Is the Hoii’ble Minister considering the desirability of informing 
Kumar Babu of Government’s decision on this mutter? 

(//) Do the Government contemplate to give a chance to Kumar Babu to 
reconsider his decision in the inatt«*r of bis diet and other allowances? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (?/)(/), On) 

(a) {ii') In addition to foot-wear he has taken some jvrsonal effects such as 
socks, iMMl-sheets, (piilt, t'omb, etc. 

(b) {i) 118.269-15. 

(//■) Bs.b2()-7-G. 

(c) (?) The prisoner informed Government that he would take only 4 annas 
worth of diet l>er day asid that he would not ai eept any toilet articles for 
his use so long as famine conditions in MjdnaiMire j>ersisted. 

((/) No. 

(c) It was notVonsidered exi»edient to grant the privilege asked for. 

</) General instructions inogrporating Government’s decision in ihe 
matter were issuetl »In December^ 1942. 
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{g) It is always open to him to reconsider his decision in the matter of 
his diet and other allowances. 

Breach of traffic regulations by military motor vahioles* 

35. Mr. SYED 8AHABE ALAM: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Home DeiKirtment aware — 

(i) that motor vehicles driven by inilitan' i)ersonnel verj' oft(m disobey 

traffic signals; 

(ii) that this endangers other motorists and |iedestrians ; 

(Hi) that jKilice constablcvs ignoie breaches of traffic regulation by 
military’ drivers of cars; and 

(tv) that the police arc helpless and unable to deal or cojh^ with thovSO 
oft'enders ; • 

(h) (?) Is^the Hon’ble Minister considering the (jesirability of posting 
militaiy’ Tolice at important traffic junctions; and 

(?/) instituting regular military jMdice j)atrols and flying squads to 
check these offenders and thus ju-otecting civilian motorists and jMHles- 
trians ? 

(c) If tlie answer to (/j) is in tlie negative, will the llon’ble Minister 
Ik‘ jdeased to state-- 

(?) the reasons therefor; and 

(??7 what steps, if any, he has taken oi piojKises to take to put a stop 
to th(‘si‘ otfenc(‘sy 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (?/)(?) and (n) Yes 

(???) Not known. 

(?r) Military offendeis uie ii‘|M>rt(‘<l to the military ]>oli(’4? for action. 

(h) and (?) The Inuinurable m<‘mb<*r is reteried to the re|>ly given on the 
4ih Ajinl, IfMt. to stalled <ju(*stioii No. 221 aske<l by Mr. Ashut(vsh Lahiiy. 

Muslim League Conference at Dinajptir. 

36i Miss MIRA DUTTA GUPTA; (a) Will the Ilon’bhi Ministtu in 
charge ol the Home l)cjKirlin(*nt he pleased to staie-- 

(?) whether a Muslim League (’onterence was held at Hinajjmr on the 
2nd and dnl dune, lfM4, on the (fovemment maidan; and 
(?/) whether a Pakistan gate was erec.ted and League flag hoisted in 
the coiitcrence lunnhiJ elected on the (»ovcrriiin*ni maidan? 

ih) If the ans\M r to u/) is in the affirmati\e, will the Hon’ble Minister 
Ik? pleased to state if an> iwrinission wa^ obtained Inm the (ioveininent 
for this? 

(r) Is it if fact that Cirile ()ffi<<‘!s, Sulslix isinmil Offfi-ers, and UnKui 
Board Pre.sidents, both Hindus and Muslims, were asked and authorised to 
laise siibs(ri])tion to meet lh<* exjKOise.s ot the Muslim lx?ugue ('/ontprejue 
at Dinajpur held on the first of .fiine? 

{(!) If the answer' to clause (c) is in the aflii niative, will ,*the Hon’lde 
Minister Ik? iJtleased to state — 

(?) w’ho took initiative in the matter; 

(?i) what was the amount jealise?]; 

(???) whether Hindus were^also asked to contribute; and 
(it) w’hether any Hindu contributed? ^ 

(c) Is it a fact that the Hindu rneKhants were asked by the Sndar Sul>- 
divisional Officer to (ontribute to the limd for entertaining the Ministers 
who went to Dinajpur on the cncasion of the Musliifl I>eague conference, 
with a tea party ? 
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The Hon’ble KbMja Sir NAZIMUDDIM: (a) (i) Yes, but on the Gid 

and 4th June and not on the 2nd and 3rd. 

(?./') Yen; a ^?ate was erected and some flags were hoisted. 

(fj) I^ernuHsion was obtained not from the Government but from the 
Collector. 

(c) and (c) No. 

(fl) Does not arise. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: With reference to answer (a) (//) 
will the Hon ’hie Minister be pleased to state whether under the Govern- 
ment policy flags nertaining to different jaditical schools of thought and 
organisations are allowed to he hoisted in the Government maidan? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: P revious to this there were occa- 
sions wlien other ixjlitical jiarties used the niaidan for lioldiug^puhlie meet- 
ings w’ith the f)ermisHfon of the Distric t Magistrate, 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the lion hie Minister he 
jdeased to mention the (jccasions when suc h j)ermi.ssions in resi)ect of othei 
political i>arties were granted? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. T might alsc 
say that evcui in Fehriuu'y last such a teinpoiary pandrl was erected tor 
holding a public meeting organised by the Muslims and Hindus and no 
objection from any party was entertained at that time. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: With reference to question (d) {,) 
(//), (///) and (ir) will the Hon’hle Minister he })l(‘asrd to state wdiether 
Government emjuired from the (3iairmun of the District Hoard as to 
whether he issued receipt hooks to the 1 n^sidents of different Union 
Hoards in the district for realising mone\ towards expenses of this 
conference? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No eiujuiry was made from the 
Chairman of tire District Hoard who is a non-official person and liovern- 
ment is not responsible for his action. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon hie Minister he 
pleased to stato the source from which the information was received when 
replying to the (|uestiou (d) (r), (it), {in) and {ir)? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: In qiiestit)n (c) it is asked whether 
Circle Officers, Suhdivisional Officers and Union Hoard Presidents actively 
participated in tiie collection of money and the answer is that they did not 
take part. So this (|uestion does not arise. 

Mr. NI8HITHA HATH KUNDU: Sir, probably he did not understand 
my question. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will you repeat your question? 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: My question is what is the source 
of inform atir n received in replying to (juestion (d) {i), (ii), {in') and (ir)? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, the reply to question (d) has 
been given. It is this thftH the question does not arise. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS CUPTA: Will the non'hle urinistei 
be pleased <0 state whether these ollieials iiulireetly influenced the collec- 
tion of money for the conference? 

Khin Bahadur h^OHAMMED ALI: The offieers did not influence in 
any way. 
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Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the source from which the information was obtained in 
replying to question (c)? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The District Officer enquired and 
reported that these officials did not participate in the (‘ollection. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Ilonffile Minister be pleased 
to state if any complaint was received by Government or Government local 
officers regarding tlie imuluid and manner of collection of subscription in 
connection with this incident? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No complaint was received by 
Government, but 1 cannot say if any comj)laint was received by the 
])i^trict Magistrate. 

Renewal qf grant-in-aid to Primary Girls’ 8ohool ip BakarganJ distriot. 

37. SJ. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA; {a) Will the IDm’ble 

Minister in charge ol tln^ Kdiu'ation Department be pleased to state whether 
it i^ a fact — 

(i) that there has been no renewal of grantdn-uid by the Government 

to I’rimars (iirls’ Schools, in the district of Bukurgunj since 
March last; 

iii) that several leminders .sent to the lns|XM’tres8 of Schools have ni>t 
\et Is'en rt‘plied to; and 

(III) that the teachei.s have lieen jmt to ditficulty for non-receipt of the 
grant-in-aid ? 

ih) If the answ<*r to ai) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
lie pleased to statt‘ whal tlie Government intend to do in resjiect of sunc- 
linning giant-in-aid to tlu‘s(‘ schools? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) {>) No. 

(u) Not a fact. 

(Ill) and ( h) Do not arise?. 

Contention over a plot in mauza Krishnagar— whether private property or 

wakf estate. 

38. Mauivi MD. ABDUR RA8HEED: (a) Will the llon’ble Minister 
in charge oi the Jvlucation l)<‘]>ailinent Ik' phnised lo state whether it is 
a fact — 

(j) that th( C'.S. Plot No, 7253, khatian No. 400 of maur.a Krl.ihoagar 

in the district of Nadia, is a public wakf (‘state and enrolled a» 
the same l)y the Coinmissioner of Wakfs, }b‘ngiil; 

(//) that m the declaration o4 the (^uniniHsioner of Wakfs, Bengal, the 
’ profx'rty was under tlie [M^ssession of Muslims; and 

un) that the then distri<‘t and [Kihce officers of Nadia removed Muslim 
public from that very property on the iOth December, 1941, last? 
(/>) If the answer to (a) is in the affinnative, wdll the Ilou’ble Minister 
1 m‘ ])lea.sed to state the? reasons thereof? 

u ) Is it a fact tliat the Police Officers used to issue MohArrum I’roces- 
^i(nl Licence from time immemorial “To Chawk Karbala and then back 
teX”? 

(/f) If so, will the Hon'bfy Minister 1 k‘ pleased to state the reason and 
the authority under which the Polic'e Officers of Nadia issued Mohnrrviu 
Procession Licence in January, 1913, “To Pirtola and back“? / 

ie) Is it a fact that the building on the said estate* is being used by the 
Mu.sHm public of Krishnagar and surrounding villf|gefl as their Kaijbala 
or Imambara from time Immemorial? 
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if) If HO, will the Hon^ble Mini.ster be pleased to state the reason and 
the authority under w'hich the Police Officers interfered with the Muslims^ 
relif?'iotiH rights as referred to in (a) (lit)? 

The HOfi'bfe Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: The honourable member is 
referred to the reply g'iven to staned question No. 426 by Maulvi Abdul 
Jahfrar, on the 20tii June, 1944. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Grievancae of skilled operators of Silk Conditbning House. 

•62 A. (Short NOTICE.) Mr. 8YED BADRUDDUJA; (a) Will the 
Tlon^ble Minister in charge of the Indiisiries Deirai tnient be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact tiiift the officer-in-charge of the Silk Conaitlbning House 
has recently discharged 5 skilled operators ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the ITon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what is the cause? 

(c) Is it a fact that the said officer has thereafter again dtiven out all 
skilled operators? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what action (iovernment proi)ose to take in the matter? 

(e) Is it a fact — 

(i) that all the literate and skilled operators have submitted a joint 

application for increasing their ])ay; and 

(ii) that all those abovementioned employees aie technical men and all 

of them are (pialitied? 

(/) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, is the Hon^ble Minister 
considering the desirability of — 

(1) removing their grievances; and 

(2) reinstating them immediately? 

MINISTER in charge of the INDUSTRIES DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. K. Shahabuddin): (a) and (c) No. 

(h), (d) and (/)(2) Do not arise. 

(e)(i) Yes, 

(//) They are not technical men but they are operatives who have learnt 
the work which is not at all difficult to j>ick uj). 

(/)(!) Ves, after enquiry. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to stat(* how many perstuis an* covered by “th(‘y’’ in answer (c) (//)? 

The Hon’ble Mr. K, SHAHABUDDIN: Those who have put in 
representations, l)ut T cannot give the j‘xact number. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: May I know how many persons have 
put in repref.en tat ions? 

The HorPble Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN: I have already answered that. 
I cannot give the number! 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the TIoirble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a faet that any operative in the Silk Conditioning House haa 
either been asked to resign or has been penalised in any way for having put 
in. a claim for increased emoluments? 

th. Hon>bls Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN: I am not aware of that. 
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Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon^ble Minister he pleased 
to state "whether his answer “Nn’’ to (n) and (c) refers to tlie discharged or 
to skilled operatives? 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: To the discharged. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hoirble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that some of the o]>eratives — at least 2 that I know 
of — are no longer in service? 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: I am not aware of it. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (a), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state wliether it is not a fa(*t that 
Snsama Chakravarti, Sndangshii Manna, (t{uiri riiaran (loswami, Sirajul 
Islam and Fazlul Tlnq these 5 emplov(*t‘s have been discharged as referre<l 
to in the answer? 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN: T have* stated that T am not 
aware of it. 1 shall, however, make enquiries and snpjdy the information 
if necessary. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: With reb ‘rence to answer (/) (/), 
will the llon’lde Mini-^ter be ]dcas(*d to stat(‘ wh(‘th(‘r the.se 5 pcTsons 
referred to are still in service, and if n<d, when weia* they discdiarged and 
on wdiat grounds? 

The Hon'ble Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN: It is not possible for me to 
give th(‘ iiilormation. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: With refer.oice to answer (/) (/), 
since the answer to (c) (//) is clear that these men have picked np ami 
Ic'arnt their work what nm]uiry does the llon’hle MinisttT jiropose to make 
before considering the question of the removal of tbeir gi i(‘varic<*s? 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN: Tbe point is that if there are 
any genuine giievances t«^ he removed they ''ill he removeil alter (‘n(|uiry. 

Dr, NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be ]d<*aH<Ml 
to stale what is tlo* iiutun* of tliidr giievances and wliat ha\e been their 
eimduments now’ and what the\ expi'ct? 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN: I would ask for notice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the TTon’hlc Minister be pleased 
to state whethtT the (jovernment or the .Minister in chaige took any interest 
in finding out irom the file.^ if their application oi iin\ copy thereof is any- 
where available? 

Mr. SPEAKER That quest ion docH iKit aii‘'C . 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will tin Hon ble Ministm be 

pleased to state the <^uhstancc of the repre‘^ental ion which these g(*rilienicn 
made? 

» 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN: I have not got the file heiore 
me just now and I would ask for notice. • 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: In vb^w of the answer given does 
the Hon'ble Minister think it desirable to hold a sifting emjuiry into the 
matter and grant them the necessary remedie.s? 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN: I have nothing further to*add 
to my answer (/) (i). 
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Grant of family allowanet to tomo loourlty prisonart. 

*G3, Babu JNANENDRA CHANDRA MAJUMDAR: (a)' Will the 

Hon ’hie Minister in charge of Ihe Home Deijartment be pleased to state — 

(i) whether Jlahu Priya Itanjan Das Gupta, Miss Banalata Sen, Miss 
Ninnula Hay, Balm Manindra Nath Bose, Babu Hamesh Chandra 
Ghosh, Babu Sachindra Mohan- Kar, Babu Satya Kanjan Ghatak, 
Babu Sandip Setliia, Babu Gouri Sen and Babu Mamsh Chandra 
Sen who are now security prisoners lodged in jails have applied 
to the Governineni for grant of family allow^ances; 

(//) whether they w'ere the main earning members of their families and 
used to maintain them with their earnings; and 
(/?/) the present financial condition of their families since their arrest and 
detention ? 

(b) If the answ^er to (a) (/) is in the affirmative, wdll the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state wlfat action has been taken on their petitibns? 

(c) Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) what was the income ol the abovementioned security prisoners before 
their arrests; and 

(i/) how their family members are being maintained nowC*^ 

(//) Is the Ilon’ble Minister considering the desirability of granting family 
allowances to these security prisoners? 

(r) If the answer to (d) is in the negative, will the Ilon’ble Miniwster be 
pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir 
Nazimuddin:) (i) Yes. 

(if) and (f/i) and (h) to (e) Babu I’riya llanjan Das (jujda, Miss Banalata 
Sen, Miss Nirmala Hay, Babu Manimlra Nath Bose, Babu Sachindra Mohan 
Kar, Babu Satya Hanjan Ghatak, Babu Sandij) (’hand Setliia a/id Babu 
Manisli (’huiulra Sen have b(MMi granted family allowuinces of Us. 40, Us. 50, 
Us. 50, Us. 15, 1^8.40, Us. 1^0, Us, do, and Us.t^t) per month, respectively. 

No family allowance has been granted to Babu Hamesh Chandra Ghosh. 
It is rejxu'ted that he was of no financial assistance to his family before his 
arrest and that he has an earning brother and the family has landed property. 
Babu Gouri Prasad Sen has already been released. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: I rise on a point of order, Sir. 
My jmint of order is this. If you will ])lease look into (piestion (c) (/>. you 
will find that the (|m'stion runs thus: ‘‘What was the income of the above- 
mentioned security ])risoners before their arrest”. There is a mass answer 
to cpiestions (h) to (e) in which the names of the secmrity prisoners and the 
allowances that they get are given, but no answer to that j>art of the 
question mentioned by me is there. 

I 

Mr, 8PEAKER: That is another matWr. You may ask supplemen- 
tary questions if you like. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL; Sir, if I put su|i|)!i‘)m'ii(arv 
uestions hoMmiy say “T would ask for notioe”. 

Mr. SPEAKER: What can I do? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I thjnk I should be able tn answer 
ay supplementary questions, that may be put. 

Mra NISHiTHA 'NATH KUNDU: In view of the poliey very recently 
enunciated by the (government of ^ India that even if members were not 
eanjing or assisting t,heir family before their arrest they will be entitled to 
receive allowances on the ground that 


V 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Why are you all these reasoua and quoting 

certain orders. Please put the (juestion straightaway. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Ilon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state if he is aware of the policy laid down by the Central 
Government regarding grant of family allowance to persons detained as 
security prisoners though they were not a^sisting their family when they 
were arrested? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the afiswer given does 
the llon’blc ^linister think it de>iial)le to rcvi.sc his ans^\er and grant 
allowance to all tJie security ])risoners who ha\e been delainedy 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED Atl: 1 would refer the honourable 
member to my reply wherein it has been made clear that liberal allowances 
have been granted to almost all the security prisotn'rs, except in one (‘ase 
where it was found that he was not earning an\ thing ami tliat he had no 
dependant. So far as the lase of Gouri Prasad Sen (who has been released) 
is coneerried he has liecn given Ks. In on com passionate grounds even 
though he w’as not an earning member of the family. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: We appreeiate the liberality of this 
Government, hut still will the lloirble Minist4*r be pleased to state if the 
(ioveinment is going to revise their method of grantin'’’ family allowninees 
to all ]>ers()ns detained in pur.suaiiee of tlu‘ poli(*y laid down by the (Central 
(Tovernment in this behalf ^ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 h ave said I am not, aware of the 
policy laid down hy tlie Central (tovernment, Init 1 have made it abund- 
antly clear in my reply that even though a ])risoner w'us not an earning 
member ol tlu‘ lamil>, li it is a fit ('ase. (lovernmenl liave sanctioned allow- 
ances on compassionate grounds. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ldc* Minister please tell 
tli(‘ House whether (iovernment is ready to giv(* answers to (jiiestions (a) (iV) 
and ini) and (c) it) and (//). as tlu’y liave not giv(*n any answers to these 
(piestions? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: If the honourahh' member insislH 
and he wants detailed information I shall lie jirepared t4i sujiply it. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Iton'hle MinisW please 
tell us when can the House exj»eet these answers from tlie Hon’lile Ministerl' 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: .fust TIDW. if III' illHlKtH. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will tin II on’lde Minister be pleas<Ml 
to 'tell the Ilouie wliat w as the income of the ahovementioned security 
prisoners before their arrest?' . 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Then it is lieiter to supply the full 
information : — 

(1) Priya Eanjan Das Gapta - — An allowance of Hs. 40 per mensem has 

been granted on reconsideration with effect from Isk April, 

His pre-arrest income wa.s also Rs. 40 per mouthy His elder 
brother earns Ks. 15 to Rs. 1^0 per mensem and his nm'le, who is 

. on War servi(e, remits Rs. IHO per mensem to the family. 

(2) M isK Bnmfilafa Sen — ff\gainst her pre-, arrest ineome of Rs. 74 per 

mensem, an allowance of Rs. 50 has been gij^nted per month with 
effect from 5t]i October. 1042. She w'as grant4*d leave on full 
pay by the Calcutta Corporation under which she w'as serving 
for a month wdth eflfect from her date of tirrest (Gth September, 
1942). 
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(3) Miss Nirwain Roy — Orifrinally a consolidated allowance of Rs. 50 

for a month with effect from her date of arrest (Gth September, 
1942), for this prisoner, and her sister, Miss Sushama Roy, who 
was also then a security prisoner. This allowance was enhanced 
to Ks. 75 jjer mensem with effect from Ist April, 1943. Her 
sister has since been released and the allowance has been reduced 
to Rs. 50 per mensem with effect from 1st July, 1944. Pre- 
arr'^st income — Rs. KK) j)er mensem. 

(4) Mnnuidrn Nath Rose — Against his pre-arrest income of about 

Rs. 35 per mensem (Its. 1-2-0 per day) an allowance of Rs. 15 
per mensem has been gi'anted with effect from his date ot arrest 
9th September. 1942. He is uninaiTied and his brother and 
nephew are earning. 

(5) Rowesh Chandra Ghosh — No damily allowance has been granted. 

This prisoner was of no financial assistance to his family. He 
has an earning brother and the family has landed ]jroperty. 

(G) Sachindrn Mohan Kar — Originally an allowance of Rs. 20 per 
month was sanctioned witli effect from his date of arrest (24th 
Oct/ober, 1942), U) his wife. This allowance has been enhanced 
to Rs. .‘iO per month with effe<*t from 1st March, 1944, and his 
mother has been granted a separate allowance of Rs. 10 j)er 
month with effect from 1st April, 1943. The total family allow- 
ance is at present Rs. 40 and his }>re-airest income was only 
from Rs 15 to Rs. 20 from hoim‘opathi(‘ practice. 

(7) Safiia Rau'/an GJwfah — This prisoner was ariested on 24th October, 

1942, and r(deased in May, HM-'. and has lieen r(‘-arr(‘sted on 
7th Dec'ember lf)4'». During his previous d(‘leiition he w’as 
granted an allowan(*e of Rs. 15 })er month and with (dVeet fnun 
7th December, 1J143, an allowance of Rs 20 i>er month has lieen 
Hanction<‘d. Refoie his first* arrest he wjis (‘arning Rs. 10 ])er 
month and In-fore the S(‘cond arrest he claims to hav(‘ (‘arned 
Rs. 30 per month but it has not betm v(*rified. 

. (8) Sandip Chand Sethui. — He had no income befon* his arrest. An 

allowance of Rs. 30 per menstuu has lanm granted on reconsidera- 
tion on compassionate ground, according to the liberal jioliev 
adnnted b\ this (Government, with effe(‘t from 1st April, P)44. 

(9) Gouri Prasad Sen. — He was released on 25th March, 1943. He was 

of no financial assistance to his family. However an allowance 
of Rs. 15 ]M‘r mensem was granted on compassionate ground witli 
effect from 1st April, 1943. 

(10) Monish Chandra Sen — An allow'ance of Rs. 20 jier month has 

been samdioned (Ui re<-onsideration with (dlect from 1st April, 

1943. Reforc* his arrc'^t be served under the District Hoard, 
Rangpur, at Rs. -U) per numth for 14 da>s (mly. He lost thi-i 
ap]iointmen( on 1st dune, 1944. He occasionally earned Rs. 5 
to Rs. 8 as a ])rivate tutor. 

(The. House was adjourned for fitteen minutes.) 

( .4 /f ( r ad j a u rn me lit.) 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hou’ble Minister please tell 
the Hou.se whether he is aware that Mi.ss Niiinala Ro\’s sister, Miss Susama 
Roy, has In^en home interned and has been externeil trom ( alcutta for one 
month or soV 

KtMfl Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 ask for notice. The only informa- 
tion I have is that she has l>een released. * 

SHJUt NARENDRA NATH DAB GUPTA: Will the Hon ble Minister lie 
pleased to state according to what lilieral policy of the Oovernment of Bengal 
Habu Munindra Nath Jltise has been given Rs. 15 as allowance while be has 
Ihhm/ earning according to the admission of the Minister himself Rs. 30 per 
month before his* arrest? 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: BtHutuse he has no dependants. He 
is unmarried and his brothers ami nejdiews are earning* members of the family 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY; With Yeleivnee to the answer iust now 
given alK>ut Miss vSusama Ro\ and Miss Nmnala Roy aeeepting tlmi they 
had an ineome oi Rs, 1(K) jhm month l>efoie their arrest, will the llou’blo 
Minister be ]>leased to tell us. as Miss Siisama Hoy is now interned at homo 
and externed lioni (’aleiitta. whether (lovernineiii is going to inerease the 
family allowance of Miss Nil mala Roy? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; Tliere was a consolidated allowance 
of Rs. 75 pel* month wlien Inith of them were in detention but as one (>f them 

has l)t*en rehMse<l the allowance has been lediued irtun Rs. 75 for tw'o 

prisoners to Rs. 50 tor one pii-soner. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the leply that Miss Susama 
Roy has Ik'ou iionu' interned and externed from (5ilcutta and us a I'osult de- 
prived of her income, does the llon’ble Minister consider it desirable to revise, 
reconsider and increase the allowance granted to Miss Niniialu Roy? 

Khan Glahadur MOHAMMED ALI ; 1 have no !n*formation n^garding thr^ 
internment of ami icstrictions im]aKsed on Miss Susama Roy but if the 
honourable mem]*«*i de''n("', the i 0-40 ot Mi'^s Nirmala Roy may Is' leviewed. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: In view* ot the answer just given that 
even when |H‘i>on> detaineil wioe not t'arning m(‘ml>ers lamily allowances 

have been gianfed to thiMii, does the licn’bh* Minister think it desirable 

to levise the ilecision in tlie case of Hahn Romesh ("handra (ihosh? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sn, the case oi Jiabu Rami‘sh ('han- 
dra (ihosh was \er> can*lull\ cnnsiden*d and it was tound that Im‘ has no 
dejHMidaiits and tiiat he has an (‘aining luothei and (hat the family has 
land(*d {iiois'ils to suppoit theinsehes. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EK8HAR 8ANYAL: Arising out oi an answer not .)ust 
gi\en hill gi\en in the couise oi the jnesent int 1*1 js'llat ion that evim when 
a jMisonei wa> not an (‘ainiiig memlHM* allow anei's were given on eompassion- 
ale gioiimls pKoided that it was a til <*ase, w’lll the Jlou’hh‘ Minister he 
])leased to elate how is the iitness ioi sneli eomjmssionali' allow’an(e 
<Ieteriiinied !' 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: In (*ases where (loveniment find that 
the iamily is really in distiess. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Ibm’hb* Ministm* Ik^ 
j»leased to tell us what is the aiea oi ihe landed propeily of Babu Raim*sh 
( handi a ( ibosh ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask foi not lee. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the llon'hle Minisiei* he 
]»leased to state what the (io^ernment pro]s)ses to do when jnisoners make 
a]»j>Iieatioiis stating that then detention has afleeled the eennomic Mability 
oj the family? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: (ioNernnicnl iisks the distriiH oflicei 
ii the pn.soner hapjHUis to come irom the distm t or tBc ( Vimmis.sioner of 
Ihdict- ill the i a.se of Calcutta to inak^* empiiries. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: What does Ihe (iovcniment <h) ii 
a irarticular ()(li(*ei in connection with a |>aiti(*ujai irjiplic^ation of this natuie 
gi\es a refMirt against the ajijdicalion oi (he [uisoner? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is more or less h_\ }w»t|ietical. I c an undiostand it 
ii U relates to certain statement of facts. 1 <lo not think that (piestion does 
arise. * , 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASU: In reply to •ertain (piestiimH the 
Minister ha.s said that (Government is laying down policies and out of those 
answers this question arises, I submit.* 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Very well. 

Mr. 8A8AMKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Sir, I am amending the question 
accordingly. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether a 
prisoner in resfK'ct of whose application there is an adverse report by the 
iocal officer is given an opportunity to substantiate his case that his detention 
has adversely affected the economic condition of his family? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALi: Government has no reason to doubt 
the authenticity or correctness of the report of its officers. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether theie is any instiuction given to local officers that 
trom certain jx^rsons of the locality the reijuired information should be 
elicited ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I thi nk necessary information is 
obtained from near relations, friends and neighbours of the prisoner 
concerned. 

0 

UndeMrial prisoners of Midnapore Central Jail and Contai and Tamiuk 

8ub*jafis. 

Mr. I8WAR CHANDRA MAL; (a} Will the lUm'hh Minister n 
charge of the Home Department Ik* pleased to state if it is a fact — 

(i) that a number of under-trial prisoners are ki‘pl contined in the Midaa- 

pore Central dail ami Contai ami Tamiuk Sub-jails lor tour 
moulliH and upwards without being juoduced before any truiig 
Magistrate; 

(ii) that Hoim* umlei-trial |)risom*rs in Midnajxui' ('eiitral .lail are con- 

fined without lieing produci'd before aii\ tr\iiig^ Magistrates, 
within ten months trom their arrests; 

(in) that a number ot umler-trial iiri.somus in the Midnapore Centi il 
Jail are engaged in hard labour, such as drawing water fiiiui 
wells, (‘arrying- v\at(*r-drunis, chopping lu'uvv log-s for tuel; 

(/r) that the uiider-trial pnsom‘rs ami man\ eonvicl jinsonws in the same 
jail are clad in dirty and slinking rags, 

(v) that the jirisoncrs referred to in {a) int) are not, or very rurelv , siij)- 
jilied with washing soda or snap, <*tc. ; 

(vi) that many ot tin* juisoners — umlei -trials ami (’onvicts, — are not sup- 
plied with reijuisite utensils or an> ut(‘nsils, blankets, or extra 
blankets in tlie winter ami miniinuin (juaiitity of water for 
bathing ; 

(vit) that the number of prisoners in tlie Midnafiore Central Jail ami 
Contai and Tamiuk Sub-jails increased more than double ibe 
normal eapaeity ; 

{viii) that the reipiisite nuinbeis of cots are not supplied to patients n 
the* Mi(lna|)ore .lail Hospital; 

(i>) (hat tin* accommodations in the Midnapore Jail Hospital are not 
udeijuate for the increased iiumher of patients; 

(j-) that patients died in the observation wards l>efore any treatment whs 
available to them; 

(jri) that the doctors in the Jail Hospital are over-worked due to increased 
number of patients; 

(i-ti) that ttie death rate in the Midnajiore Central Jail is proportionately 
higher, during the vear lff4d; 

{xiii) that the basic medicines supplied to the Midnapore Central Jail 
Hospital are far Indow the quantity required for the increa^ctl 
number of patients;" 

[siv) that the number of privy cells available for the convicts and under- 
trials in the Midnapore Central Jail are quite inadequate for ihe 
increased nujnber of prisoners ; 
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(xv) that lar^ number of under-trials are not allowed to secure any 

clothings from outside at their own cost; 

(xvi) that adequate quantity of disinfectants is not supplied in the Midna- 

pore Central Jail ; 

{xvii) whether any under-trial pri>oners are kept detainetl after their oon- 
lineinent being quashed by the llon’ble High Court; 

(xmii) that the collection of books in the Midnapore C'entral Jail Libraiy 
is not adeijuate for the prisoners; and 

(xtx) tliat no extra ration is issued for the lalH>uring under-trial prisoners 
in the Mulnapore Central .lail-' 

(6) If the answers to {a) (fti), (tr) and (.r/.r) are in the allinnative, wdll 
the Hon’ble Ministi'r be pleased to state what action do the Government 
propose to take in the iiiatler y 

(c) If the answers to (n) {i), {ii) and ( r) to {.rrm} are in the aflinnative, 
will the lion ble Minister be pleuvsed to state whether he is (‘ousidering the 
desirability of taking steps in the nniltery 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuhdin): (n) (i) No. All under-trial prisoners are produced 
before the Magist raises of the local courts. 

(/i) There were some umler-tnal prisoners in hajat over ten months before 
their cases could be lakiui up tor trial, but tlie\ were regularly produced 
in court lor liesh remand piuiding takiii;* up of their casi's for trial. 

{ni) Yes, Imt ihe\ bad \olunteered th(‘ir sei*vices to do vso. 

{ir) Idierc were periods wlnui Mijunati was not availalib' in ihe jail uid 
(he prisoners' clothes had to 1k‘ wusIkmI with wood-ush as a substitute hut 
the result was not as satislactor\ as w/yimo/z-wash . No clothes were kept 
unw ashed. 

(r) Such prisoners an* not suj>plied wiih s(»up or .soda from jail to wash 
their clotiH's l)ut they are allowe<l to buy tlie.se artich's for the juirposc* out 
of th(‘ir personal ( ash if tliex do not like to use sajnmiti or its Hul>sti1ui(*8 
.su{)]>li(*d trom jail. 

(n) Owing to tlic uru'xpected influx of pri.soners the aluminium utensils 
fell '.liort and tlie ))nN<ni<*i‘. had to Im* suppli(‘d with “Sal” b*av(‘s for taking 
their meals and earthen pots and (in-mugs lor drinking water. At the 
b(*ginnin;.' ()i winter then* was dillieull\ in supply ot tin* full (|Uofa of 
IJankets to pn^'orier*' as no suppK could be received rhn* to ihe .siopjaigc rf 
railua\ braiking to .Midnapon*. In I In* earl\ part of danuar\, w Ihmi supply 
was i(*cei\t‘(l the piisoneis got their (piola uml weak and infirm prisoners 
were ,su])pli(*d with (‘xlra blankets. During tlx* hot weather there was some 
scarcit\ ot water in tlx* Midnapore Central fail. A jimject for increasing 
the water siijiplv is under t'on.sideration of Government. 

(vn) Yes. 

irm) Tlieri* an* najuisitr* number of cots for allotted U*d.s in the wards 
with a few extia for jxftviding extra luxls but w}x*n (here was a large influx 
of putit*nt.s, the com alex ents and mild ca.ses were given beds on jntcca floor, 
ii.r) Special accommodation has been proviiled in an adjacent barrack lo 
meet increased admis.sifins in hospital. 

(.r) Only one jtatient died in the observation ward ifi the Midnapore 
Central .fail Imt he was fully examined and nec<*Msary treatment vas 
prescribed and given by the doctor. 

(,ri) Yes, but thev have carried their duties loyallv and ungrudgingly 
to ihe satisfaction of everybody concerned. , 

{jrji) Yes, due to the large number of admissions of famished and mori- 
bund under-trial prisoners, 

(j-ziD Con.sidering the jiresent difficult condition, the Supply of medicine 
in the Jail ho.spital cannot be «aid to be inadequate. 

{.riv) The nuTnls*r of latrines could not lu* ffroportionately increased with 
the increase of prisoners due to lack of building materiafs. 

{xv) No, they are asked to do so whenever they are inadequately clad or 
jn rags 
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(xvi) This could not be done at all times when lime could not be brought 
for want of supply of wagons nor was available locally, but substituted dis- 
infectants such as pbenyle, cresol or phencol were supplied as far as they 
were available. 

(xvit) No. 

(xvin) Tlie books are quite adequate for normal times. 

(xur) Under-trial prisoners who volunteer to work are always given more 
foo(l than other under-trial prisoners. 

(h) and (r) Do not arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With, reterenee to answer (a) (/), will the 
Hon’bl(‘ Minister lie jdeased to state il the iiiidei trial [uisoneis referred to 
v\(Me iu tiially produced before the Magistrate in the court or that there was 
a lejKMt that they wer(* jiroduced and remanded to further jail custody? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; They were produced l>efore the 
Magistrate. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister Ui pleased to 
ntate the date or dates Ahen such nndertiial i>risoners were actiiaTIy priKluced 
hefore the Magistrate? ^ » 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 ask for notice 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: \Vill the llon'hle ' Minislei Ih- pleased 
to state if he is aware that it is the usual jnactice of the police l>oili in the 
niofussal jails as well as in (bilcntta including Alipore and liowruli to 
obtain from the Magistrates the order of ^remand for cu.stod \ ('ven without 
actually producing them before the Magistrates'*^ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED All: 1 am not aware of any such practiv-o. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the llonTile Mimsiei be pleased t«. 
state if ho is aware that not verv far away but lu the town of llouiah nmlei- 
tiial pi'isoners have Is'en remamled to jail cnsto(l\ mereh becaus** there 
was no jii'inted form ioi obtaining secuiities for these prisoners;*' 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 have n> infoimatnm I ask for’ 
notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With leiereroe to ai.suer ui) ii,). vill 
the H nii’ble Minister' Ik» )deas(*d to state what was the leason for delaying 
the trial for over 10 months as is imMitiomal in the answer? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: IVmling ]>< dice investigation the 
casi's could not bo taken up. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the llon’ble Minister l>e pleased to 
state how long the poliie investigation took in the eases of these priscneis, 
and why? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 ask for notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; Will the lIonTde Minister be pleased to 
state if it is a fact that there have been a large number of piisoners detained 
in Midnajiore and other jails due to the la< hes of the jMjliee in carrying out 
investigations earlier than they actually did in these cases? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: (loverninent have no such infor- 
mation. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the llonTde Minister l»e pleased to 
state if (tovprnment’s attention has Ikuui drawn to (diservations made on the 
ffoor of the House thiring the last budget di'^ciissum where (M>m plaints were 
brought to (he notice of (lovernment that a large numlHU* of nndei -trial 
pri.somns at AIi]Hue, Midnapoit* and other jai.s were detained for indefinite 
periods heeause of ]»ydice laches or Magistrates’ laidies? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: (Tovernment’a attention is always 
drawn to observatioips made on the floor of the House. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased to 
state whether Government is aware that in a recent case tried by Magis- 
trate Mr. Siddique in the Howrah court, a young boy was kept detained 
for nearly lOJ months for having taken one anna from a rickshaw-puller P 

Mr. SPEAKER: Di-. Sanyal, it appears the qiiesticm relates to under-trial 
prisoners of Midnapore ('eutral Jail. No question of Howrah ari.ses. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I quite see that. 1 therefore previous to 
that had asked certain other questions to obtain the answer. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That was allowed lH*cause I di«l lo't notice thi.s. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: lh> you disallow that question . 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. 1 disallow. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: where I said that a young Imy waa 

kept in jail custody for having taken one anna from a riikshaw-jvuller. 

Mi^. SPEAKER : 1 ha\e understood \ou, hut you cannot cx]H*ct an answer 
m view of my decision that this does not ari.se, • 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: With re fcience to answi'r (;r) and (r), 
will the Hon’hh' Minister 1 h‘ pleased to state it it is the |Hilic\ of (loveim- 
iiK'iit not to >upi)l\ clothcN to umler-tiial juisonei's even it the jirisoners art' 
ke])t detained lor a \er\ long tnuey 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No. Sir 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the lloirhle Minister ]>l(Msed to 

state it an\ instructions have lu'cii given to the jail authorities to sec* that| 
unilei -t 1 lal ]>iis(mei*. get clothing'. supplitMl hv th(' jail authorities as con- 
vi( |(m 1 prisoneis ar(‘ givaui |mm lodicallv 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: i ask tor notue. 

Dr, NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the llouTde Minister he pleased to 
^talc if he is avvaic that as a lesult ol prolonged detiuition of undci-trial 
[)M "Oiu'i " with the jii()vi''ion that no clothing is to he ,sup)du*d to them, 
laige iiuiiiIkm ol juis.uicis m the MulnaiM)!<> jail and ('ontai jail as alstr ot Ihu' 
jails in Ihuigal ha\c h<*en suft(M’ing teirihlvy 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: All thesi‘ giievances will Iw looked 
into h. (lovei liiiKUit. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: With Hdereme to answau' (n) vvln^re it, 
i*- adiuitled that in -lainiaiv winter clothing w'as givmi to these priNoinus, 
will the lloirhle Minister he j»leased to stale what hapjMUjed diniiij,' the (old 
liioiilhs oi Noveiuhei and Deeeinhery 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Whotf'ver stoi k tlouc was it was 

Mijqdied to the se(unl\ piisonois As 1 have slated in the laqily, all lh(' 
piisoneis (ouhl not he ''iijqilied with hlankets }s*cause theie was dillirulty 
in (d)taining supjflieN iiom ( ah iitta loi want of t iaiis]s»i t ianlitu's. 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: With ndereru e to answer iru) “ \ Cs ' , 
will tlie llon’hle Ministm’ he jdeased t4> st.it<* what aie tin; resj»ectiv«* capa 
citi(*s of the three jails referred to, natnelv, MnlriajKue ('(*ntral Jail and 
(’ontai and Taniluk Suh-iaiU and what was tin* niaMmum nuinlxM oj 
piisoners actually kept t herein H 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask f or notice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: With refeKMoe t(» aiiHWei inn) where 
it In slated that con v alesc (Uits and mild < as<‘s wck* given knls on )nr'/ a floor, 
will tiie Hon 'hie Ministf-r k* pleased to slat** whether on tin* inncn thsu any 
bedding was sujijiliedi" • 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: V es, Sir, hedd^ig was stipplieil. 

. Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Ministei he pleased to 
state if it is a fact that in the same h<»sjAtal un(h‘r th^* (ots jratients had to 
be kept because there was no room foi moving them* otherwise P 
16 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is not correct. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (i:t) where it 
is stated that sia'cial accommodation was provided in an adjacent barrack 
to meet increased admission in hospital, wall the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what is the number of banack? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
t(, state if he is aware that the answer given is entirely misconceived, if 
not incorrect? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir, it is quite correct. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if he is in a i)osition to give any idea of the barrack referred to where 
it is stated “adjacent l)arrack“ ? 

Khan Bahadur MlOHAMMED ALI: I said accommodation was provided 
in a barrack adjacent to the hospital? ^ ' 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if that barrack referred to as “adjacent barrack” was wdthin the hospi- 
tal compound or outside and whether it was ever before used as hospital 
or a place for patients to be put in? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 ask for notice but evidently it was 
never l>efore used as a hosjntal. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer that one pers(>n 
^died and necessary treatment w’as prescril>e(l and given by the doctor, will 
the Ilon’ble Minister l>e pleased to state the nature of the ailment freon 
which he died and the date when the disease was first discovered and the 
treatment given? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAM<MED ALI: He a.sks three ({uestions. lx?t him 
))ul the (| uestions one by one. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You put one question first. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: My first question is the nature of ailment 
from which tliis prisoner suffered; my second (piestion is when it was first 
scoveiHol and wlieii the treatment was givtm. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 ask for notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference t(» answer (.rii) that tfieie 
iave been many more cases of deaths in the Midnapore Jail than elsewhere 
amongst uiuh'r-trial p^i^oue^s, will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased to state 
if the term “famished and morihumr* api>lies to ])risoners after they were 
inside the jail or before they were arrested? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: ( Votainly l^efoie they were sent to 
jail. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Minister [ileased to 
state if (fovernment took iKUticular care to aiTest famished and moribund 
persons to he kept in jail? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Thai question d(K\s not arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answ*er (.r/n) that 
nospital im^ficine supplied was not inadequate, will the Hon’hle Minister 
i>6 pieasecl to state what was the additional supply provided for the jail as 
there was a large influx of additional indoor jail inmates? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: To give full details of indents I ask 
for notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With rerard to answer (a) (xiv), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be jdeased to state what is the number of latrines 
additionally provided, if at all? 

Klum BAhadur MiOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 
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Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleusej to 
state whether if building materials were not available, IximbiX) mats and 
chatai and straw were locally available or not tor making temporary latrines 
and sheds? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: As far as |H)ssib]e, additional latrines 
were provided, but certainly tlu'y were not pro^HU tionate to the inci*ease of 
prisoners. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Jlon’ble Minister Ih> pleased to 
state if he has any infonnation as to any additional latrines provided at all? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL : How many? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 eonnot give the number, but 
additional latrines were proxided, and as I have already admitted they wxro 
not }>roj)ort innate to the increase of prisoners. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: With refertmee tA answer p/) {.vr) that 
clothings were not ridused from outside and “they are asked to do so when- 
ever they are ina(ie(|uat(‘ly clad or in rags” will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state whether (iovernment consider the desirabilit\ of supplying 
the under-trial ])risoncrs with clothings at their own cost when they were 
inaihiuately clad or in rags? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Tl iis (jiiestion hail already been ]uit 
by 1)t. Sianyal and I have already asked for notice. It is an omnibus question 
1 elating to tuenty cases in all. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: 1 t ndates to only two casi^s. With 
reiereiice to answer will the Hon’hle MinistiT Ik* ]dt‘as('<l to state if 

it is not a tact that at least one joiMMier \\as kepi detained in the (’ontui 
Jail after the High foiiit directed that he should be released? 

Khan Bahachir MOHAMMED ALI: 1 ask for notice. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DUTTA: With lele rence to answt‘r ia) ini), 
will the llon'ble Minislei U* pleased to state whether thcie is anything on 
lecoid in tin* tickets to show that these un(h?i-ti iul prisoners volunteered 
their services? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 cannot say wliether it is reiMirded 
in the tuket, but it is certainlv recorded that they have volunteered. 

Parliamentary Secretaries and Whips of Bengal CovemmenL 
*65. Mr. MIAN ABDUL HAFIZ and Muilvi ABU H088AIN SARKAR: 

Will the Hon’hle Minister in chargi* of the Home ((Constitution and Klec- 
tious) Department Ik* pl(*ase(l to state — 

(a) the number of i’arliainentary Secretaries ; 

‘ {b) the number of Whips who have been appointed by (Government; 

(r) the salaries fixed for eaidi of them; 

(d) how many place.s these WTiips and I’arliameutary Secretaries 

toured out from l.nt of May to dlst December, ; 

(e) the amount of money ear*h of them (1) has drawn and (2) lias 

submitted bills for travelling aJlowxnces and daily allowancfM^; 

and * 

(/) whether these fours were made in the public interest? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behaff of the Hon*ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin) : (a) to (c> A statement showing the narticulars is laid 
on the Table. Messrs. Jatindra Nath Chakrifvarty, Atui Chandra Kumar 
and Biren Roy have since resigned and Messrs. I^rishna Chandra Roy 
Chaudhury and J. N. Gupta have been appointed Parliamentary Secretaries. 

(/) Yes. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With refereiu-e to answer (a), will the 
Hon’ hie Mihister be }>lease(l to state whether the salary fixed is in addition 
to the meml>or’s salai\ or is inelusive of the salary as a inemlx'r pf the 
legislature ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALi: It is not in addition to the member’s 
salary. ' 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to 
state the reasons, it any, tor ditVerential salaries allotted to ditterent Pallia- 
mental y Secretaries? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: There is a ditVeremv only in two 
rases, ami that is due to tlie work involved. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; AVill the llon’ble Minister be jdeasiHl to 
state the legislative sanction, it any, foi tixing^the salaries ot Parliamentary 
Secietaries mentioned in answer (n)? , 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The re is provision tor appointment 
of l^arliamentary Secretaries and jiaymeiii of eimdiiments to them. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Ilon’lde Minister I.e pleased 
to miote the particular section reterretl to, i.e., the jirovision for paying 
emoluments to Parliamentary Secretaries? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 cannot (piote ofhami; hut if the 
honourable momher gives notice this can he answered. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With retenuna* to column 4 r(‘gar(ling 
tlie places visited, "will the Ilon’ble Minister he jdeased to state if the 
Parliamentary Secretaries have to produce 11113 certificate or any iledaration 
stating or showing the nature of public husiness in the places in which they 
toured ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: They have only to give c(‘rtifieates 
that tiie^ ha\e been cleiiuled by the Ilon'hle Ministers in charge tf> und(*r- 
take the journeys. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will tlie HonTile Minister he ])leused 
to state if any relevant certificate to tliiit extent was obtained with regard 
to visits outside the province, e.g., to Karachi, Jiuhore and Jaijmr? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Y es; before payment of (lie einolu- 
inents the l*arlianientar 3 - Secretar}* had to certify that he undertook the 
journey acting under the instructions of the Hon’hle Minister. 

Dr. NAUNAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Ilon'hle Mi^nister be pleased 
to state if it is the practice of the Minist^T concerned as mentioned just now 
to epquire of the actual nature of public business done by tlie Parliamentary 
Secretary on tour whether outside the province or within the provlnee? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am not aware of that. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Ilon'lde Minister he pleased 
to state if it is a fa<*t that one Parliamentary Secretary Jaipur, a 

place beyond the limits of British India, and what was the nature of public 
business over there? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMF.D ALI: I have not got the paper for that, 
but the said Parliamentary Secretary is now a •member of the Opposition. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is Ibe Ilon’hle Minister aware that 
Jaipur is the father-in-law’s place of th&t Parliamen^ry SecTetary, where 
the wife of that Parliamentary Secretary was at that time residing? 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; I am not aware of that. As that 
Parliamentary Secretary has now resigned it is not possible to say. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if the public business referred to related to the visit of the Parlia- 
mentary Secretary to see his newly born baby at Jaipur? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Is not that according to Indian custom a pious act? 
( Laugh ier.) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is that the public business for which 
he visited Jaipur? 

Khsn Bflhsdur MOHAMMED ALIS I have not got the file before me. 
I mil unable to say what w’as the nature of business done there. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8/\NYAL: Has Government’s attention been 
inviled to those visits including places like Karachi and whether this was 
in connection with a Muslim League party meeting? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It was in connection with a Con- 
ference of Ministers and Parliamentary Secieiaries. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Uon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the nature of public business, if any, conducted at that Karachi 
Conference? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: A report ol that meeting was 
published in all newspapers and if Dr. Sanyal is a habitual reader of 
now’^spajiers he ought to be aware of the proceedings that took place in that 
Conference. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the llon’bh* Minister be pieased 
to state it any official rej)ort of the proceedings has been received 
by the Government of Bengal or is available in the Library? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I refer the honourable member to 
the newspapers published 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: There must be an official report. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is any report of that conference avail- 
able to the Government of Bengal? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am not aware. I ask for notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the rarliamentary Secretaries concerned are also 
^titled to visiting their own places of usual residence like^ Mr. Fazlur 
Rahman visiting Dacca and Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali going to Boirra 
at Government cost? (Laughter.) 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The usual place of residence of 
1 ttrliamentary Secretaries is now Calcutta, and it is not the places w^hich 
the honourable member has mentioned. 

8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state it the amount of travelling allowance and daily allowance includes 
or 18 exclusive of otlier allowances drawm by a Parliamentary Secretary 
as a member of the legislature or as a member of a Committee or otherwise 
cliawn from Government sources for various mother functions? 

Blhldur MOHAMMED ALI: I made it clear that Parliamentary 
becretanes do not receive any member’s salary nor any daily allowance or 
conveyance allowance ' • . . 

Mr. SPEAKER: Question time is over. 
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Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Only one question, Sir. 1 shall not 
take much time. In view of the honourable member’s statement that the 
difference in salaries is due to the difference in the amount of work done, 
why should not the highest salary be paid to the most hard-Mrorked Parlia- 
naentarv Secretary on the floor of the House, viz., Khau Bahadur Mohammed 

Ali? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

AMENDMENTS OF THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 
PROCEDURE RULES. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin: Sir, I beg 

Dr. SYAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: On a point of order. Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I^^t him move his motion and then you can rise on a 
point of order. ^ 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: If the point of order is upheld, what 
happens to the motion that is moved K 

Mr. SPEAKER: It can be ruled out. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, 1 beg leave to introdme 
the amendments to the Bengal Legislative Assembly Procedure Rules, the 
notice of which has already been given to the members of this House. 

Point of Order. 

Dr. SYAMAPRASAD MOOKERilEE. I rise on a point of order, Sir. 
My point of order is that the proposed amendment of the rules by the 
introduction ot Rule 47-A is ultra vires and illegal inasmuch as it infringes 
the j»rovihions ot the Government of India Act. Sir, it is not my object at 
this stage to dilate on the merits of tlie proposals." 1 do not wish to discuss 
now how the proposals are of an extraordinary nature, the like of which 
will not lie found in the Procedure Rules of any legislative body throughout 
the civilised world, 1 do not wish t(» discuss just now how the proj)osed 
rule.s deliberately infringe the rights and jirivileges of the Sjieaker and 
how they make the House itself subservient to the Governor and tlie Exe- 
cutive in respect of certain imoortaiit matters concerning its jirocedure and 
conduct of business. Sir, the object of the rules is to empower the Governor 
before or after the introduction of a Bill in the Chamber to allot a fixed 
number ot days for its discussion in one or another of the stages through 
which it has normally to pass in the Chamln'r. It is further laid down that 
if discussion in respect of a stage is not concluded while the time allotted 
by the Governor for such discussion is over, the Speaker will be requirerl 
to j)ut the question forthwith and dispose of that stage of the Bill. That 
in substance is the purpose of one jiart of the rules. In fact, the changes 
are divided into three portions. The first and the major jiortion is what 
I have just now stated it to be. Under the Government of India Act, 
section 84, “A Chamber of a Provincial Legislature may make rules for 
regulating, subject to the provisions of this Act, their procedure and the 
conduct of their business”. If you will please refer to the Act, you wdll 
find that this clause is followed by a very important proviso' which gives 
certain powers to the Governor to frame rules after consultation with the 
Speaker or the President as the case may b</ concerning u Li^gislative 
Assembly or a Legislative Council. In the first place, I would draw your 
attention to section 60. which defines what censtitutes a Provincial Ivcgis- 
lature. “There shall for every province be a Provincial lyegislature which 
shall con.sist of His Maijesty, represented by the Governor and in the pro- 
vinces of Madras, Bombay, Bengal, the United Provinces, Bihar and Assam, 
two Chambers”. The Legislature in Bengal consists of the Governor 
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reprefipniinj? Hi» Majesty and two Chanihers, that is section 60. Section 8-4 
says that “A (’haiiiher of a Provincial J^egislatiire may make rules for rej^ulat- 
ing subject to the provisions of this Act, llieir procedure and the conduct of 
their husiness’’. In other words, the Governor is a stran^rer so far as the 
Chamber of a J*rovincial Legislature is concerned. That is an important 
point wiiich, Sir, I would ask you to note. Now, the Governor has hetm 
given po\u*rs in dift’erent parts of tlie Governnumt of India Act with regard 
to the administration of the province. Such powers are first of an executive* 
nature and secondly of a legislative nature. But whatever powers Parlia- 
ment wanted to vest in the Governor either executive or legislative or 
special arc specifically indicated in the Act itself. Now. Sir, I would again 
draw your attention to section 84 because it is under section 84(7) that the 


proposed amendment of the rules is to be made. Section 84(7) lays down 
that the Chamber shall frame its own rules for its procedure and the conduct 
of its business. But the Governor also has been giv(*n jiower to fraim* rules 
wit^ regard to c(*rtain specific matters. I shall not take you through all 
these sub-clauses but T^^hall emphasise that this is an exception tr the general 
rule, to the general power, which has been vested in the Chamber. The 
Chamber has to conduct its own business. The Chamber has to lay down 
its own procedure. The exception is that in certain specified matters, the 
Governor can frame rules even with regard to })r(»cedure and conduct of 
business. I shall not trouble you with extracts from the Joint Select Com- 
mittee proceedings or discussions in Parliament hut a (‘ursorv glance at 
these proceedings will show that the spokcMnan ol the British Government 
in those days were emphasising that in view of the (*ssential and important 
nature of the duties mentioned in the j)roviso il was necessary that the 
Governor should be vested with certain specific poweis })v wav of exception. 
They wanted not to take any ri.sks whatsoc\er. They were oi'anting provin- 
cial autenomy but that jiroviucial autonomy was subji*ct to (*(*rtain restric- 
tions which were laid down in various portions of the Act, one of whii h is 
in the proviso to section 84. Now, here if you look at .sub-clause (/n. vou 
Will find that the Governor may frame rules for securing the timelv ( om- 
pletion ol financial business. T need not take vou speeificallv through the 
other suh-clauses but if you look at them you will find that thev are'reallv 
intended to guarantee that the Governor can exercise his functions eithei 
under his spheial responsibility or in respe(‘t of matters where he acts in his 
individual judgment or in his discretion or he can infiuenee the T)rocedure of 
a provincial Assembly with regard to those matters in a manner which he 
considers to be in the best interests of the ])rovince and the duties entrusted 
‘’ub-clause (h) is important because what is b(‘iiig projiosed to be 
done by <he present Ministry in jiower is virtunlly to amend the (Jovernment 
Ol India Act by the backdoor. 


Here sub-clause {h) lays down that the Governor can frame rules for 
securing the timely comnletion of financial business; in other wt.rds, when 
the Budget is introduced, the Governor fixes the time-limit: he has the 
right to impose the final guillotine as he considers neeessar\. Now here 
certain specific ppwers have been given to the Governor w'ith ^regard to 
financial matters. The Governor has certain special responsibilities and 
in order to enable him to discharge these special respollsihilitie^ the (bnernor 
IS given the power to interfere with the ordinary conduct of business of the 
Provincial Assembly. The amendment wdiieh is now p^opo^ed virtuallv 
means that fiie word “financial’ should be taken out for securing the timelv 
completion ,of all Imsiness — all financial and legislative business. It is 
practically an addition of, the words “and legi.slative" to be made in the 
Government of India Act increasing the jiowers of the Governor, and that 
18 the object of the present, rules. That I consider, Sir, for tlie reasons 
which I shall just upw enunciate, to be ultra nres and illegal and eaunot 
be done. 


T f Procedure Rules passed on the 12th 

July, 19,19, by the Assembly under section 84(i). you will find that there 
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are two rules — rtlle 46 anil rule 92 — which rcler to the question of closure 
and guillotine for the purjiose ot limiting the discussion. Rule 46 deals with 
cl(<sure motion. Rule 46 sa\s that the Speaker ^hall put any motion “that 
the (juestiou be now put” unless it appears to him that such a request is an 
abuse of these rules or an infringement of the rights of reOwSonable dtdiate 
or of the rights ot the Opposition. In other uords.the House can at any 
time, subject to the Speaker being satisfied that tin* closure motion is a 
Iwna fide one, put an end to the debate. That right exists and it exists in 
the llou.se: it can bt‘ exen ised by the House even now with the assistance 
ot the vSpeaker. Obviously the present Ministrs is dissatisfied with rule 46: 
it is not prepared to leave the matter to the Sj»eaker : it is not pnqmred to 
leave the matter to the House itself: it wants to transfer this nower to the 
Executive — to the Oovernor; the Oovernor may be acting on tlie advice of 
the Ministers. 

Now, Sir, it you turn to rule 92 you will hnd that with n‘gard to 
resolutions there is a guillotine provision and that jiower vesta 
entirely in Vou, in the Speaker. Rule 92 says that the Speaker may, if he 
thinks 6t, allot a maximum limit of time which shall be available for the 
dismission of any resolution of a private mmnlH'r on any day allotted for the 
discussion of such resolutions, and it also indicates that as soon as such 
maximum limit of time for discussion is reached, the Speaker shall forth- 
with [uit (‘ver> (piestion necessary to dispose of tin* resolution umhu' discus- 
sion. Th(‘re is a provision for guillotine, but here in this particular matter 
it is restricted onlv to rescdutions ami it is h‘ft entirely to the discretion of 
the Speaker, not even to the House. The House authorises tin* Speak(*r to 
exercisi* this important fumUion. There is no other rule in our Rules govern- 
ing eitlo*!' closure or guillotine. 4'he points briefly 1 would likt* you to 
consider is this: in the first plai'c I would say that this Ilousi* has not the 
flower by merely jiassing^ a rescdution to extend the specific jiowers which 
have been given to the (iovernor umler the Uovernnient of India Act with 
regard to the exermse of contrid o\er procedure and conduct of husiiw*s« 
other than what is sj^ecifically mentioned here If >ou look at our own 
rules, you will hnd that the expression “Governor” oci-urs in nearly about 
twimty places. Barring three in all the other seventeen places the GoNcrnor 
acts in aci'ordance with the jirovisions of the (iovernmcnt of India Act. In 
three othei places where the expression “(iovernor” occurs it occurs in all 
matters which concern tlie introduction of business into the House; but if 
you examine th(*se rules y<iu will find that nowhen* is then* any rule whii’h 
authorises the Governor or any other person to interfen* in anv way what- 
soever witli tlie jiroceediiigs of the House with regard to tin* firocedure of 
conduct of its own business. Now, whether the jiowers which are given to the 
Governor are legal or not is a ijiiestion which is not fm us to discuss here 
and now. But idivioiisly the powers which are proposed to lie giv(*n to the 
Governor under these rules are power.s which bring the (rovernor with 
regard to the diseussion of matters which are entireU within the prerogative 
of 4he Hou.se itself. 

Now, Sir, the proposed amendment gives the power* to the tdovernor 
who is not a memlier of the Chamber, to control the proceedings of the 
Hou.se. My brst point w^mld therefoie W that if there be an expressiui 
enactment with regard to the jiowers given to the Governor, such expressed 
enactment shuts the door.s to any further implication. We are subordinate 
legislature; W’e derive our powders from and through the British ParliaTm‘rit . 
The Parliament gave certain powers to the fiovernor: it delihetately chose 
to restrict those powers in a particular sphere* and H will he illegal to <*nlarge 
those "power.s by following th^ procedure which is projio.scd to he adopted 
in the present instance. Now, here, Sir, this matter is discussed, this 
principle is discussed in a language which T might justKjuote for your infor- 
mation from Broom’s I^egal Maxims, 10th edition, page 462: ‘‘A .statute 

is R> be construed, if possible, so as to jJrive a .sense ^nd meaning to every 
part and the maxim c.rprcssto ttniyx ext ext luxio alfenux wa.s never more 
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applicable than when applied to the interpretation of a statute. It some- 
times happens that in a statute the language of which may fairly compre- 
hend many different cases, some only of those cases are expressly mentioned 
by way of example merely and not as excluding others of a similar nature. 
So where the words used by the Legislature are general and the statute is 
only declamtory of the common law, it shall extend to other persons and 
things besides those actually named. But on the contrary where the 
expressions are restrictive and intended to exclude all things which are not 
enumerated, their scope cannot be increased.” In the present instance 
there is a deliberate restriction imjmed on the power of the (governor only 
to regulate the timely completion of financial business and there cannot 
he any proposal by means of a resolution to be passed by this subordinate 
legislature to extend this restricted power which has been ^iven to the 
Governor. 

Sir, my second point will be that here the power is being given bv a 
Chamber to a stranger. Now the Governor has certain powers with regard 
to Bills. The Governor has to give his assent to the Bills. T^ie Governor 
can stop the consideration of a particular Bill when that Bill is under dis- 
cussion in the House, if he feels that it is likely to violate peace and order 
and tranquillity in Uie province. Even with regard to the Assembly, the 
Governor has to summon the Assembly. There are all these powers given to 
the Governor but so far as the rule-making power is concenuHl, so far as 
the decision on the procedure and the conduct of its business are concerned, 
there the Parliament has said “that is a matter which the House wull decide”! 
You may ask. Sir, well the House itself will be deciding that the Governor 
can adopt this rule of guillotine. The Governor can restrict the time-limit, 
so far as these Bills are concerned. It is a decision of the House. To that 
my answer is that this power cannot be delegated by the House to a stranger. 
You cannot delegate this powder of regulating the conduct of your business 
by imposing this time-limit other than which is coiitem])lated under section 
84, sub-clause (^), to a stranger and as I said at the beginning of mv remark, 
the Governor is a strang(‘r so far as this Ghamber is^concerned It may be 
asked that after all it is the House which is given this power and tliat is 
what is making a thing w'hi(‘h may l(H)k absurd and illegjil, perf(*ctlv legal. 
But there. Sir, may I ask, supposing the Ministry takes it into its head to 
propose that this power which is proposed to be given to the Governor will 
be given to the President of the Provincial Mu.slim League, will that be a legal 
order P Gan you delegate your power to a stranger and there. Sir, 1 would 
refer you to Ilalsbury’s “Laws of England” 2nd edition, volume 25, 
page 526 — “In considering the delegation of powers the distinction betw'een 
powers amounting to absolute ownership, tho.se implying personal discre- 
tion, and powers to do merely ministerial acts must be borne in mind. The 
rule is that a power involving the exercise of personal discretion by the 
donee cannot be delegated”. A corporation can delegate to a select part of 
themselves but not to strangers. It is not possible for the House to say so; 
the House may like to be subservient to that extent that we shall not pass 
our laws; we slutll pass a resolution and say that the Governor shall pass 
laws. We shall not allow discussions to continue according to the rules and 
privileges of the House but w^e shall allow the Governor to fix the time-limit 
for which discussions may take for a particular matter under question. 

Now, Siir. look at it from the constitutional point of view. This legisla- 
ture has been brought into creation for exercising certain specific functions. 
The legislature has to pass laws and the passing of laws means that it must 
discuss, it must vote. Sir, the Chamber has to discuss, the Chamber has to 
vote and bv a majority of votes has to come tt> a decision in respect of other 
matters, "that is already provided under the Government of India Act itself. 
Now it is, to say the* least, highly unreasonable that in respect of Bills, even 
before they are introduced into the Chamber, a stranger is to decide the 
length of time for wtdeh a discussion will take place on a particular Bill. 
The amendments are not moved; amendments have not been proposed; the 
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importance of the matter has not been realised but arbitrarily a time-limit is 
imposed by the Governor, may be acting on the advice of the Executive so as 
to interfere with the performance of the legitimate functions of the members 
of this House. Sir, if you look at similar rules of procedure in any other 
part of the civilised world — of course I do not know what is done in countries 
which are not under the control of democratic form of government, what 
Mr. Hitler does or what other countries do 1 do not know — but if you look 
at any democratic constitution you will find that wherever this power has 
been taken, it has been taken by the House itself. Nothing is higher than 
the House; the House can decide anything that it likes. But if occasions 
have arisen to apply extreme forms of guillotine, that power has been taken 
by the House and never exercised by the Executive by ]>uj|sing its order from 
behind the scene. These are tlie three points. 1 shall not deal with the 
merits of the proposal now. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You cannot do that. 

» • 

Dr. 8YAM APR ASAD MOOKERJEE: I do not intend to do that but I 
shall only request you that you will please give this matter your careful 
consideration. You can ask the Advocate-General to come and address the 
Chamber. That is provided for in the Act itself. The Advocate-General 
has the right to do so. You can ask that a itderence be made to the Federal 
Court for obtaining an interpretation or you may yourself give the ruling 
after considering difterent aspects of the matter. But we regard this as a 
serious encroachment on tlie rights of the House and it may be that the 
present j>arty now- in power considers it to be in its own interest to pass such 
a resolution restricting the libertv oi the House but it wull be the neight of 

folly 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is not a point of order. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: It is a point of order in this sense 
how it atlect.s th(‘ privileges of this House. It do(*s ailect the privileges of 
the members of this Hou.se and I would reijuest you to give this matter your 
best consideration and then give your ruling. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Mr Speaker, Sir,-^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: I must make it absolutely clear that this is a jioint of 
order and that there cannot be any discussion. All that can be done is for 
my a.ssiNtance and I can hear one or two but there cannot be any general 
discus.sion on a point of order. That must be made absolutely clear. If 
there is any desire on the part of any member of this House to speak on 
this subject, it should be only from the point of view tliat he wants to assist 
the Speaker in coming to a right decision and nothing more. But I do not 
think I shall be in a position to allow’ each and every member. If anybody 
on the side of the Opposition wants to speak I would allow one more. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: After my Deputy Leader I shall also 
speak. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It must be decided amongst the Opposition. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: If you do not find any new f^oints raised, 
you are at liberty to stop me. 

Mr. SPEAKER: As regards that I would ^ust tell you this. If after 
hearing I find that I require fnore assistance oj* if I find that any member is 
likely to give me more assistance, I will be prepared^ to hear him in my 
chamber and to get reference from him so that otner important business may 
be done in the House. That will be the best course, but I do not think I 
shall be justified in allowing the time of the House t(?be taken in discussion 
on a point of order. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Unless you hear the members con- 
cerned, I urn afraid, it may not he possible for you to find out whether 
they are brin^^'in^^ any new point of order or treading the old grounds. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have already said that I sliall be ever grateful to any 
member of I his House if he be plea.sed to give me assistance in a matter of 
this description in my chamber. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I submit. Sir, that there is a provision 
for raising points of order in the House not merely with a view to assist tlie 
Speaker to come to a decision but also to enlighten the members. It is a 
valued right of the members to acquaint members like Mr. (joswami, a 
chartered libertine . 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. San yal, T am really very sorry that there are going 
to be reru'iminations. I am not asking you alone but I am requesting all 
con(;erned to keep their temper on a matter like this. It is purely a point of 
order, and there is nothing to be heated at all on a question lil^ this. Sir 
Nazimuddin, I think the best course would be if one member from your side 
will give me some assistance and reply to what Dr. Mookerjee has said. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SAN YAL: On a point of order arising out of 
the oljservations that you have made. You have proposed that if any 
assistance is available, you will be glad to receive such assistance in your 
chamber. Sir, we have absolutely no objection in doing so. but, Sir, 
prcduibly you are assuming that ])erson.s who have come prepared for making 
their submissions on this point will do .so in a vexatious spirit. I hope >ou 
will not do that. 

Mr. SPEAKER: ('ertainly not. 

Mr. 8ASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Sir, here we are discharging our 
functions at a time and in connection with a matter whicli affects the members 
of this House, and many members here feel very strongl\ with regard to the 
maintainability of the motion which is coming. It would be a novel 
prticedure if you give some members the right to assist .m)U in \our chamber. 
Why should that riglit be denied in the open ( hamberi^ Even in that case 
if you desire to invite di.scussions, may I request you to fix a date and time 
when all members who are willing to give assistance will do so m your 
chamber for such length of time as it will be necessary for us to discharge 
our duties. We are prepared to go even now to your chamber and sit up 
whole night in order to discuss this matter, because we have got many 
valuable suggestions to make. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Sanyal, I know you are a lawyer, and there are 
many other lawyers in this House. This is a question of law — a point of 
order. Things can be argued for days, and probably for months together, 
but still we have got to proceed in a businesslike way. That is all that I 
desire to say. I have never said that any of you have got any vexatibus 
spirit. Why do you bring in that que.stion at allf* 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: As soon as one member finishes, 
there are others who are ready to follow him. There may be many new 

points. Why do you assume that we shall repeat the same argument? 

it 

Mr. SPEAKER: If you insist like this, I can only invite your attention 
to the rules. Tlie rules are specific. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: But yie rules are in danger; and we 
want to protect the rules anil the Speaker. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Sanyal, I cannot exchange words and expressions 
like this; that is not proper. 

Dr. NALINAKShX SANYAL: Which rule you are referring to? 
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Mr. SPEAKER: The rule regarding point of order. 

Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: If Gov^-imumt is going to reply 
now, there are new points to which (jovermnent will have to reply again. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir. the sum and substance of the argument 
of Dr. Mookerjee is that tins is ultra r/rr.v, because this House or rather this 
Chamber has not the right to delegate its powers to a stranger or to anybody. 
There are two things, firstly, this Chamber cannot delegate its powers to a 
stranger, an<l secondly, it cannot delegate its powers to anybody. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: You cannot amend the Government of 
India Act. 

Mr. SPEAKER: (hder. Older. Ju.st hear him. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: I know that if the power is delegated to the 
(iovi'iiior, then it will have the effect of modihing the Government of India 
Act which Uiis Chamber has not tlu‘ authority to (hf. liCt us first take the 
question as to wh(‘thei it is modifMng in any way the Government of India 
Act. Dr. Mookerjee lia^ rei»*rred to MM'tion tS4 of the Government of India 
Act. It > on lead this section \ou will timl that it sa\s that “(1) A Chamber 
of a Provincial islat ui e ma\ makt* rules for regulating, suhj(‘ct to the 
provisn»n> oj this Act. tluui procedure and the conduct of tluui' business,'’ 
and then in the proviso it sa\s that “Piovided that, as regards either a 
Legislativt' A.sseiiiblv oi a Legislative Council, tin' (governor shall in his 
discietion, attiu’ eonsultat ion with the Speaker or lh<‘ President, as the ease 
ma\ b('. make rub's toi .seeiiiiu^ (lu‘ timel\ eomjdetion ol financial husiness”. 
Wdieie is the lest net ion Cndei the (loveriiiiKMit ol India Ai’t lh(‘ Governor 
exeicisinn lii> (lix-tetion can K'gulate the pKxaMlnre so as to s(*eur(* the 
timel\ eoiiiplet ion ot financial luisiness \Vh\ tin* House in lhf‘ ('Xtui'ise of 
thos(- po\\eiv which an* vi'sHmI in it \\ill not be able to give that power to tin* 
(lovci noi j" 1 will (‘(iinr to the (juestion w htue the (ioveiiior exercises his 
own (liscieiion OI indiNidual judgiiMUil, etc, latc'i on. 'riie juiint now is 
wiiethei tlie (idveiiini i> n .stianger or not. The Governor exi'reising his 
disci (M loii h.ts l)C('n given tin powei nmh*r the ( iovernmenl oi India Act to 
.so M'^^iiialo the proeeduie ol (his House lor .securing the timely eoiiipletion 
of fiiiaiieial busini'ss 'I'lie Act has ne\ei icstiieted the poweis of this House 
whn h are vested l.> this viu.v .\et to delegate its own jiower to an.\ Governor 
exeicisiiij^ his own discietion 1 hough lliat has not been done in this 
jiaitieulai ease, lull even ll in i‘\tTemc eases (he jiower is delegated to a 
(joveinof I'xeieising liis discretion, that also has not been M'stiieted in any 
wa> bv an\ ])i(»vision ot ( lie ( iov eminent of India Act. Theietore, tlu' Legis- 
latnie (an ex«*ieise its absolute jiower — (Cproar) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order pb'ase. This is a vtuy serious point ot law. Let 
Us bear each otlu'r, so that we can come to a sound (b'cision 1 hope there 
will be no tfolinal. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sii. tlu' Opjiosihon expies.^tt's it.s eoncem foi 

ili(‘ ]ui\ lieges ;uid rights oi the House. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: .Vo question of piivib*ge arises 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: They, Sii, <d all jicr.sons put foiwaid aii 
intcrpietat ion of tin* law which is going' to i(‘slm't the* powaus ot tins Hous#. 
T1 le Ilonsf* Is vested wil}; eeitain powaws and tfiev in onb'r to meet a jiarlieular 
(dqeet wan? to restrict tlujsi' powaus va'sted in th'e House. riieretore, there 
is no' f(»n (' in tlieir aig'ument»that the [lowaus that are vested in tins House 
cannot Im' deh'gated to the (.iovernoi. * ) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will he take the"* pow ers (hat yim ure 
giving him )' * ^ 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order. Plea.se don’t interrupt him. 
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Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, under those very rules which have been 
referred to by Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee powers have been delegated by 
this very Chamber to the Governor. I would refer you to rule 20 of the 
Assembly Procedure Rules where it has been said that “at times when 
Government business has precedence the Governor may arrange that 
business in such order as he thinks fit”. Here, it is clear that the Governor 
is lu\ing down the procedure in respect of the conduct of the business of the 
House. 

Dfi NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Government business! 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: (lovernment business or private business 
whatever it may be. Acconling to the submission of Dr. Mookerjee tliat is a 
matter for the House to decide. It is not financial business alone which the 
j)roviso relates to but in any matter of Government business, other than 
financial business. Governor has the right to regulate. There the word 
“Governor” is used. 

• • 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: He can arrange the order of busine.ss ? 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: He can arrange the order of the business of the 
House. Arranging the order of the business of the House is certainly laying 
down the procedure of the House. It is rather strange to hear Dr. Sanya) 
questioning tliis. Their main imint is this and it has been very much 
empliasised on the floor of the House that the Governor is a “stranger” and 
as such why should we delegate these powers to the stranger. To that my 
reply is that the Governor here is not a stranger. The Governor, for all 
practical purposes, means the Ministry and the Ministry is not a stranger to 
the ('hamber and that is the reason why power is delegated there. 
(Interruption.) 

Sir, n genepl question has been raised that this House cannot delegate 
its power to anybody because a distinction is nnule between ct*rtain funda- 
mental rights of the House and the Ministeiial duties. Tbt*re >011 will find 
that many of the jiowers have been delegated to you by the Chamber and 
you, Sir, as Speaker, are exercising those powers, dims it \Nill be seen that 
fundamental powers have been delegated to tin* Sjieaker. That shows 
clearly that tlie fundamental jiowers to be extu’ciMMl by the House caii be 
delegated to the Sjieaker or to the Governor. The House has tln‘ right to 
delegate those powers. There is no doubt about that. (A voice: Only 
to a member of the House.) Therefore, from all points of view, Sir, you 
can see that this House has every right to regulate its procedure in any 
manner it likes, subject only to the re>trictions imim.si'd on its powers by 
the Government of India Act. So m\ contention is that this i.s neither 
uJirn rirvs nor has any case been made out that the motion is not in order. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for Id minutes.) 

^ ( After ad journmcnt . ) 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I want to add a 
few words in siqiport of the point of order raised by Dr. Syamaprasad 
Mookerjee. I shall not traverse the ground already covered by Dr. Mookerjee 
but will only refer to section 84 of the Government of India Act under which 
tjie ttmendnfent is sought to be made. There jou will find, Sir, that the 
Chamber of* a Provincial Legislature may make rules for regulating, subject 
to the provisions of this Act (I would draw your pointed attention to the 
words “subject to the provisions of this Act”) their procedure and the 
conduct of their business. We cannot make rules which are repugnant to 
the provisions of thie Act. That is what is meant by that rule. We can 
only make rules subject to the provisions of that Act. It has been stated 
that powers of the (governor have been defined under the Government of 
India Act. If you look at sections 73 to 76 where the procedure regarding 
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been defined in those sections. I would invite your attention to section 
74 and particularly to section 75 where the position has been made very clear. 
Then ag:ain, power of the Governor in regard to legislation has been defined 
in Chapter IV of the Government of India Act, which deals with le^fislative 
power of the Governor. Sections 88, 81) and fid deal with this matter. 
Section fiO deals with tlie power of the Governor in certain circumstances to 
enact Acts. He can enact forthwith os a Governor’s Act a Hill containin^f 
such provisions as he considers necessary, or attacli to his message a draft 
of the Bill whici) he considers necessary. Then we consider sub-section (i^) 
where it is stated “Where the Governor takc.s such action us is mentioned in 
paragraph (5 I of the preceding sub-section he nia\ . at an\ time, after the 
expiration of one month enact as a Governor’s Act the Hill jiroposed by him. 
But sub-section {^'J) has given the power that he may at a!i\ time after the 
expiration of one month, enact, as a (iovernor’s Act, the Hill proposed by 
him to the Chamber or Chambers. So if you look to sections 78 to 77 and if 
you look to Chapter IV of the Government of India A^t where the Governor’s 
power has been defined, you will find that the Governor has not got the power 
to jiut a termination to the di.scussion of a Hill. He has got only the power 
to put a termination for the purpose of .sei'uring the timely completion of 
financial business and this power is given in the Act itself. So we cannot 
extend the power of the (lovernor by an Act of this Legislature. This 
Legislature, as you will remember, is onl> a L(‘gislative Assembly. It has 
not got the power of making a (amstitution. It is not a constituent assembly. 
So neither can we extend the po^^er of the Governor nor can we curtail liis 
power. We can neither extend the power of this House nor can we curtail 
its ])ower. This House has got the power to enaiM legislativt* busim‘HS 
within its own s])here and this amendment which amounts to a curtailment 
of the power of this House is therefon* ultni r/rc.v. 

Secondly, Sir, I should like to draw >our attention to one important fact. 
A Cliamber of a Provincial liCgislature ma\ make rules, subject to tin* provi- 
sions of the Government of India Act, regulating the jirocedure and (umduet 
of then' business You are aware of the difference bed ween the proc(‘dure 
rules and the substantive law. Hen* we are giving a substantive power to 
the Governor to put a time-limit upon the discussion in the matter of legisla- 
tion. We can niak(‘ rules relating to procedurt* but we cannot make rules 
relating to extending of jiower. This can only be dom* b\ an amendment of 
the (iovernment of India Act and that can only be dom* by the British 
Parliament. Mr. Fazlur Itahman has said that w(* an* anxious to extemi 
our power but that is not tlie fact. He is not anxious to extemI our power 
by this amt‘ndment but he is anxious to curtail the power of this House* by 
extending the power of the (lovernor which, how<*v(*r, he cannot do. 

If you look at the Government of India A(d from the beginning to the 
end you will find that it is definit<*ly stated that in matters financial th(* 
powers of the Governor are defined and nowhwe else the (iovernor has been 
given the power to juit a time-limit tf» legislative <liseussioim. This am(‘rid- 
meiit is not really an amendment relating to procedure but it is a substan- 
tive amendment to give jinwer to the tjlovernor which can only be done by 
the British Parliament by an amendment of the (iovernment of India Act 
and not by this subordinate legislature. 

Mfi 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, I gave you an assurance that 
if I want to make some submission on the point of orr^er I will try to avoid 
any repetition of what has already been placed 'before the Houh<* through 
Br. Syaniaprasad Mookerjee and my friend, Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta. 
Sir, to quote yourself, the matter is certainly 5f momentous importance ami 
that the discussion of this question of order should be approached in a spirit 
of seriousness consistently not only with the magnitude of its importance in 
the present case but also consistently with the far-reaching effects that it is 
likely to have upon the democratic Government of this country. Before 
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I make my submiHsion I would ask you to guard yourself against running 
into Hucli decisions which will not only be erroneous but which will also 
strike at the very root of governmental discussion which is the soul and 
substance ot all known democracy. 1 will ask you to refer to the w’ordings 
of . 

Mr SPEAKER: Wording of whatP 

Mfi 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: wordings of section 84 of the 

Government of India Act. Certain analogies by way of parallelisms and 
contradictions have been pointed out to you. I am not going to repeat them 
but 1 would invite your attention and the attention of the House to the four 
corners of the section itself. My contention is that the proviso not only 
circumscribes the i)rivilege of the Governor in the matter of making rules 
so far as the subjects and heails are concerned, but aKo lays down a definite 
manner and method b> whiidi such rule-making power is to be exercised. 
Now the Governor, if he has to frame any rule, has to trame it tinder section 
84. There is no other provision and theretore he will have to complv with 
nil the rigid reciuirements of this sectirm which is given in the proviso. The 
hrst thing is that the manner is also indicated there. The (iovernor can 
if at all make rules after fulfilling the condition precedent, namel\ . consulta- 
tion with the Speaker or the Presi<lent. If the Governor has ul iraiue any 
rule, he must answer that condition juecedent, namely, previous consulta- 
tion w'ith the Sfieakei or tin* Jbesident. Foi tin* turn* iieing. Sir. I assume, 
in admitting tin* contention of the other side, that tin* suhslantixe portion 
of the section authoi’ises the IIousi* to frame rules and tin* House in framing 
the rules by abdicating tin* })ow'er in favour of somehoih\ else agrees that it 
can be (lom*, though it cannot h<* dom*. I submit that not the onU reason. 
Hecaus<‘ the substantive part of tlu* section givi's tin* Hounc certain ]>owefs, 
thosi* jiowers according to their contentimi ma\ la* delt*gatc<l to .in (‘\tian(*ous 
body. Even it it be .so, the pow«*r has to la* exercised, if at all. in the manner 
and the meth(al laid down within tin* foui cornt*rs ol tin* section ilselt. 
Idiat is to sa\ , whenever the Governoi has to do an.\ thing, just a^ he did 
when he tramt'd tin* iuh*s relating to financial bu''iiiess at the time of \out 
])redecessor in (dfic<*, Sii Aziznl ilai|ue, ])robabl\ hi* wa^ Mr. Azizul Haijue at 
that tiiiH*, I do not know, the Go\ernor had to frame the lules -those lules 
which are now within our scope, namelv , that then* an* certain res(‘rved 
subjects in respei’t of which (|uestion.s cannot be put without the jirevious 
sanction of tin* Governoi and (hen* an* ceitain subjects whiih cannot be dis- 
cussed or moveil in tin* torm ot a n‘solution oi motion except w'lth the 
lirevious coiist'ut (d the (ioM'inoi, and that procei'dings m collection with the 
Ibidget within the meaning (d‘ claus<> {(>} id' the proviso havt* also to be 
carru'd on in the wa> indicated b\ tin* Gov(‘rnor. but all these rights (d tlie 
Govt'inor weie ex<*rcis(‘d and had to be (*xercis(‘d aftei consultation with tin* 
Speaker. So tin* consultation with the Spi*ak«*r is the condition j)rect*dent 
for whatever rule the Governor will be in a tiosition to trame. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That goes without saving 'Phat is admitted. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: If that is so. Sir, then before this 
rule can bt* discussed in this House, even if it is conceded that otherwise the 
House is cMinpetent to deliver tlu* gimds in favour of an extraneous body, 

I submit tl^is motion cannot be introduced in the House before this condition 
has bei'ii fultilb’il that the Govi'rnor lias consulted you as Speaker ot this 
House. 

Then there is the proviso,; Piovideil that^is regards either a T.egislati vt* 
Asst‘mbly or a Legi,slative Gouncil the Governor shall in his discretion, 
after consultation witli the Speaker or the President as the ease ma\ be, 
make rules. 

Mr, SPEAKER: The Governor is not making these rules. 
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Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Quite true. Although under the 
substantive section the power i^ given to the (lovernor, still the (jovernor 
will have to frame his rules within the meaning of section 84. The 
Governor either functions uithiii the limitation^ of set'tion 84 or does not 
function at all. The Nec'tion is both enabling ami disabling. If the 
fiub.stantive portion of the section enables the IIounc to hand over tin* power 
to the Governor, the (lovt^rnor beJ(H*e he can exertdse tht‘st‘ rights must 
function within the limitations id tlie pitiviso. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mi San\al, it 1 have umhM.st(»od von aright your 
contention is thi>. tliat it is not the House that can niakt* rules and thereby 
give tin* Govi'iiior the powei. But the (iovernor can inaki* rul(‘s only in 
consultation \\itli tin* Spt'aktu as provided in tin* pioxiso 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: \\o^^ can the l|ou^e liand over 
this power t(» the (iwenior;*' The (iovi'inor will ha\e to miopt this rig'ht. 

Mr. 8PE^KER : Von sa\ tin* (loveiiior cannot ^icc(‘pt it. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: (fo\ernor can adopt it b\ tul> 
filling the pr»‘^lo^ls condition, nann*l\ . consultation with the Sjieaker and 
the i^r(*sid<*nt d'ln'ietoie m\ new ])oinl is that so far as the functioning 
or the exi'i'cising ot an\ imlit within the meaning of this section is con- 
cerin*fl, the (ro\i‘rrioi cannot jiroci'ed ami nothing can lie pioposed to he 
given to the Governoi b(*toi(‘ that condition juecedeni is fulfilled 

Sii, 1 am tiying to make e.vjdnil in m\ own wa\ those points which 
wen* (o\eied li\ I)i Mo(»keij(*e As I was just submitting, a provision of 
a sfction not onl,\ gives but also denies 'riien* ma\ be s(*ctions whii h only 
give, theie nia\ be sections which onl\ <len\ ; but here is one of thosi* cmii- 
positc st*c|ions 

Mr. 8PEAKER: V on mean to sa\ se<tion.s aiitliorising and si‘elions 
lesti ictiiig. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: It not onl\ gives a i igbt, il also 

d«*liles a light 

Mr. 8PEAKER: In oihei wohL \<tui contention is M-etioii Sf is reslrie- 
tive 111 ceitain re->pecls. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: It enabh*s the House l.. Hame 

Its lilies, at the same time it d«*iin‘.s the tioveinoi (he light to make rules 
e.\e(*pt in so jai a> sueh right is speeifieallv given h\ the (lause.s Mndi*r the* 
proviso, hv the veiv speeifieat n»n of the heads over wliieli tin* (foveinoi can 
be alloweil to travel in his lule making power Tlieiefoir the ohv lous inter- 
pietation i^ that the (ro\<*nioi ;^cts onlv tho^e v\hii}i are speeifieallv 

given by sjaM ifieat ion nndei ihe j)io\iso and the n-sl (»! ifie powers an* 

denied to him 

Sii. I do m»l ]»iop<»se to take an\ moie time because I gave you the 

assurance thaf 1 will ti'v to tliiow new light in m> own wUy. To sum U|>, 

Sir. my p(Hiti(»n is this, what the statute denies to the (lovenior l•annof he 
given bv the House, ii(jt onlv by majority but even bv nnanimitv of its 
\oti-. and if sueh |)owei is firoj»osed to be given the Governor eannoi adopt 
it became (d the limitations im|>osed upon him under the piovi.sf^ wfien* the 
method and rnaniiei of ad(»ptioti an* spc'eifieall v laid down in a si,), jew hat 
(‘ir<-um scr ibe<l maiim*r 

So^ Sii, these an* the two points of \n*v.. 1 lo'n* is a r|uesi,o), of large 

of tin membeis oi lliolhm^e being restiicfcd b\ li.iiiding o\ei the 
istate in tin* bands a leeeiver that n j,oi <-ont«*m jilaf ed bv the law. In 
tile second place tlie proposed guuniian aJ litnn of” f bis s,, j,(. 
minor legislature cannot also funotioi, la-eausc lie cannot iidojii under tlie 
law the rights whieh are projmsed to be given. 

17 
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Mr. A. F. STARK: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I also will promise to be brief 
and will try fo refer to new points. I think the point of order has been 
very clearly and comprehensively put before you by my honourable friend 
Dr. Mookeriee and (»ther.s, but there are one or two sections of the Govern- 
ment of India Act to which reference has not been made and which I think 
should be taken into consideration. 1 would refer first to section 59 of the 
Government of India A<*t sub-section (1) — All executive action of the 
Government of a Province shall be expressed to be taken in the name of 
the Governor. Then, Sir, there is .section 49(1) which says, “The executive 
authority of a Province shall be exercised on behalf of His Majesty by the 
Governor”. Then there is section 50(1) which says, “There shall be a 
Council of Ministers to aid and advise the Govenior in the exercise of his 
functions, except in so far as he is by or under this Act required to exercise 
his functions or any of them in his discretion.” 

Well, Sir, in our rules, as has been jxdnted out, the Governor's name is 
used in a number of places. Rule 20 is perhaps the clearest example 
wherein it says as regards Government business the Governor may arrange 
that business in such onbu- as he thinks fit. That means the Governor acting 
on the advice of his Minist«*rs arranges the business ot the House. Reference 
to the Governor unles.s it is in connection with businc.^s for which he is''^ 
re(iuired to exercise hih dis( retioii or his individual judfiiricnt means 
reference to the Governor acting on the advice of his Ministeis, In other 
words the term “Governor” means Government, and the ])oint v\hi(di I wish 
to submit, Sir, is this, tliat the House can only authorise the Government 
to fix u t ime-tahle in the name of the Governor. You cannot exqiressly pass 
a new rule authorising the Government to fix a time-tabb'; you have got 
to authorise the Governor to fix that time-table. In other words what is 
proposed to be done is simply to authorise the G(>\ernment of Peiigal to fix 
a time-table for legislation. 

Now, Sir, I do not think it can seriously be contended that this House 
cannot authorise the Govtunment to fix a time-tal)b‘. Th(*re may b(‘ a go(wl 
deal of argument on the im'rits hut I say that it is adnnVsible lor this House 
to authorise the Government of Bengal to fix a tim(‘-table. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Mr Spi *ak(*r, Sir, 1 shall seek to throw 
some new light on the point just now under discussion and I will also try 
to invite your attention to a further ]*oint of ordei in eonnei'tion with the 
motion moved by tlie Hoiride Sir Nazimuddin. 

Mr. SPEAKER: If it is not involved you need not say that now. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: All right, Sir; I will take another 
opportunity. So far as the point raised by Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjae ia 
concerned, I have to invite your attention and the attention of the House 
to two furtlier matters which appear to me to be very relevant. In the first 
place we iiave to examine what may happen in case there is no such authority 
^veu to have legislation passed vjuickly and \\ithin a certain limited time. 
When the Government of India Act was enaete<l, surely tliis matter ret^eived 
careful examinafion by Parliament, and Parliament had long exjierienco 
of Government by parties and also 1 presume had the experience of their 
own House regarding ditfieulties in the wa\ of passing {jiiick legislation. 
And yet, Sir, deliberately the Parliament had not given any extraordinary 
powers to tire exe<*utive or to the Governor where the Governor functions as 
the executive head or act.s iu his divserefiiqi without (‘onsultation with or 
advice of his Ministers, and I submit. Sir, that this has been done deli- 
berstfly and with a purpose, and in order to avoid any difficulty that might 
arise which may jeopardise ^good government <>f this province Chapter IV 
has been devised. There are practically two sections, namely, sections 88 
and 89 wliich provide for extraordinary legislation and Governor’s powers 
to issue ordinances under certain, circumstances. Section 88 gives the 
Governor ])ower to enact at any time certain ordinances and the field that 



im.i 


ASSEMBLY PROCEDURE RULES. 


m 


he ran cover through the promulgation oi such ortlinances not only covers 
his own special responsibility but also matters (‘oming under individual 
judgment and also under Ministerial responsibility. I'his plenary ])()wer 
to enact ordinames has been in my humble (»piTuon jirovided to prevent any 
serious thing happening in the country as a result ot dt‘la\ in passing any 
useful piece of legislation due tt> the various stages through which Rills 
have to pass ; and bctore an Act is enacted, and because (‘onsiderations of 
various characters have got to be gone through. Secuou SS gives this [>ower 
to promulgate ordinaiu'es during recess of Legislature and runs thus: “If 
at any time when the i.egislature ot a ProNinee i.s not in session the 
Govenior" — not in his iliscretion but here the sim])le term “tlovernor” 
is used — “is satisfied that circumstances exist which lender it neecssarv for 
him to take immediate action, he muv promulgate such ordinances as the 
circumstances appear to him to require. . So the (Tovernor can thus 

cover all fields of the h'gislation through (»rdinancc!N. 

With regard to certain specific subjects, the (lovernor has got further 
powers to pnbnulgatc ordiuancc.s which arc governed section SJL Here it 
is stated: “If at any time the (lovcrnor ol a Province is satislicil that 
circumstances exist which render it ncccssar 3 for him to tuki* immediuto 
action for the purpose ot enabling him satisfactorily to dis(‘harg(* his func- 
tions ill HO tar as he i.s by or under this Act required in lln‘ exercise thereof 
to a('t in his discrcl ion, or to exercise his milividiial judgment, he* may 
promulgate such ordinances .. ” and so on. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ye>. I 1. a\c noteel youl jadril. 

Dr. NAL.INAK8HA 8ANYAL: Aly suhmiNSKui is that wh«*n you 
examine the point of ordm' subniitt«*d hy l)r. Mo<d\(‘rje(‘ you have* to re‘ni(‘m- 
hei also ]ir(d»i»l>l\ the unixjin to what misediief inav happen in case* 

Mr. SPEAKER: There j.s delay. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Yes, the re is de Ia> 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 huM* unelersiood \eoir point. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: In eaise* soniclhing elaugiu'ous happ<*ns 
in tile whole country (»r provine-e without such powe*rs the position bejcomcH 
different. A'ou will have lo examine* this point in coming 1(> your deicision. 

I submit. Sir. that the (iovernmeiit ot Ineha A<t has ample provision to 
co\eF such emerge*!!* ies and there ii<*e‘d not l»e the slightest diflicultv in thej 
good goveinmeiit ot this province- e*ve-n if the House take*s a vcr> long time 
to come te) d(*(*isions re*gaieling certain Jlills, 

With legard to another matter. Sir, I have- to in\)le \our attentiem. 
This is regaidirig the rule*s fraiiieel alreaely 1)\ tlie* ( iove-rrior undtir powers 
ve'sted in him uinler the proviso tx) .section SP/). It will be noticed Sir 
that in those- rules IIm'Ic are* ce-itain rule.s which <<ivei rnatte-rs corning under 
the “(Governor’s diseretion” only. The*re are olleers which come under the 
s}dn*re ot “(roveruor's infli\i(lual jiielgme-iit”, and 1 Huinnit that in iny 
hiimhb* opinion — and probably [ will not be- giving eeut any se-crct when I 
say that I ha<l submitted this to you in 3 <mr eliainber alscv— the (lovcrnor 
in these rules lias already exceeilcei his jeeAVe-is and has Irave-rsH^ greninds 
where he was not under the (jowrnment of India Act n*quircd (c make* 
special rules. 

Now. Sir, the^e rules iere contended hy us and I believe* that the Hon'ble 
Sir ]S a/imuddin. whose fairiie-ss‘ at least and liking for truth I admire and 
resj>e(*(, will admit in thi*. Hemse that while these rules were hent and being 
examined by the previou.s rule making <*runrnittee we did preint out that 
8ome of these rules were infringing 

Mr. SPEAKER. They were ultra vires of the Governor. 
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Dr. HALINAIC8HA 8ANYAL: Yes ultra vires of the Governor. Of 
course Mr. Baker is liere. He was the draftsman on behalf of the Governor. 
In eonneetion with our objeetions we were pointed out then the latter part 
of the jirovisr) to sub-section (/) of section 84 where it is stated : “if and in 
so far as any rule so made by the Governor is inconsistent with any rule 
made li.v a Cliainber, the rule made by tlie Governor shall i)revail.” 

So, alfhou^rh we pointed out that in regard to the stages of the Budget 
all that the Governor was concerned could be with regard to the last date 
by whi(h we must conii)lete our Budget discussion; that is to say, the 
guillohiie must come on a particular day when the financial business of 
(lie Budget iiiiist be concluded 

Mr. SPEAKER: Not the period, but the last date. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Yes, Sir. There, the Governor accord- 
ing lo oui‘ submission could only provide lor llie last day and not the 
intermediate stages and he has exceeded his ]>owers not only in regard to 
the final stages of the Budget, but also in suggesting tliY number of 
maximum days allotted tor Budget discu.ssion. The House may in my 
ojjinion go b(‘yond the 17 days ]jrovided the last day by which the Governor 
intends to have the Bmlg(‘t jiassed was not exceeded or was not 
gone b»‘yond. d’hese and similar other matters W’hich aie c(>vered by the 
Governor’s Kiiles weie objected to by us and if you look iij) tli(‘ proceedings 
of this House and als(» il imonbeis who atttmded the 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Do you mean to sa\ that the Governor did not possess 
that power and that t}H‘y are going to give that ]>ower ^ Is that >our point!^ 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: My fiiend Mi I'azlut Baliman now 
(piotes somt‘ of the existing iult‘S to show that wt‘ ha\a' alieadv acquiesced 
in some of the rules where the Governor has ali'ea(l\ laam given some jiowers. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That goes without saying. You need not dilate on 
Ihut. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: I want to jnevmit that mischief. 
Now , Sii‘, with n-gard to this jioint ol ordei , m\ siibmisMon thiuadore li^is 
been two-fold The Govermu's poweis havt* l>een deiim*d anil limited. 
J’hesi* powi'is coubl not lie exci'iMled and no miscliiet will la* done it >j)ecial 
powers of the chaiactei are not given 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not a point ol oidei I'hat i^ a iiuestion of 
desirabil il \ . I think I havt* understood \ou. \ oui point tliat the Jllh‘ 
making poweis ol the House are subjiut to the piovisiou*' ot the Act and 
the provisions ol the Ait including thi* juoviso do not allow it 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: The plovlslon•^ ot the .\i t have under 
contemplation ceitain stag(‘s when no misehiet can he riallv done even it 
NUcli rules are not jirov ided tor. ^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think vou have finiNhed It \ou have any other 
point, you may go on. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: 1 have got another point to which I 
want to draw voiii' attentio” vShall I do it todav or tomorrow ^ 

Mr. SJ^EAKER: Today. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I am afraid this point is a new point 
whiidi has not >0 tar bi*en touched f)> previous s|**;ikers. You will notice, 
Sir, that the rules proposcil ('over ^two distinct grounds. The 
first rule relates to ameniVment" following rule 47 and it relates to time- 
limit for disposal .jof motion^ in coniuM'tion with Bills. This matter has 
been suHiciently argued. The second set ot amendments proposed relates 
to rule r>4 of the .^ssemblv Pntceduri' IGiles and these amendments .seek 
to intixjduce certain new matters which I submit are ultra vires of the 
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Government of India Act and also the provisions of the rules as we have 
now and some of the provisions that are basetl on accepted parliamentary 
conventions, both here and abroad. 

The history ot this rule, as you may remember. Sir. can be traced to 
certain discussions and some ste))s that were takiMi in (‘onnection with the 
Secondary Education Bill which the Government of the day soufrht to 
pursue in spite of stronji- Icfral ditticulties in that rej^ard. You Trill notice 
that on the 2Sth January, 1944, certain aimmdments to our present 
rules were i)roposed. These amendments ap]H‘ar similar to the amendments 
now’ l)efore us unibn* sub-clause t-) ‘d the present proposed 
amendment. The first siib-seidion seeks to take out the word.s “if h<* is 
a memlH^r of the Assembly’’ from rule d4yl^) and here 1 have* to invite your 
attention to st'ction 04 of the Govtu nimmt ot Imlia .\ct. Section 04 of 
the Government of India Act providtw for the ri^dits el Ministers ami 
Advocatt'-ticneTal as rcsjie(‘ts ('hambers and it is statcil thert'in that 
“every Miivistcr and the Advocate-General shall ha\c tlie li^ht to speak 
in and otherwise take part in the pna'cediaps of the Legislative Assembly 
ot the iiroviiicc or in tlu* case «)f a piovince Ikuhi^*- a Lt'^Tslat i V(‘ (’o\incil 
both (Miambers and t<» sjanik in and otherwise tak»' part in tin* 

])ro(*eedines of any commiltet* of the Lej»-islat uri* ot wliiih he may be 
named a mmiilnu hut shall not b\ \irlm' td this station bt* entithal to 

Note.” Ill this pioposed snb-tdause vou will notice that the fii^t part 

that i'', trnm (f/i fit (</) reters to a Ministt*r who ma\ not he a tiieiiiher t>f 
this House and suh-idanse :{ nders not onl\ to such Minister as also to 
certain Pai lianumtarx ScM-ndarie^ who nia\ not also he members of this 

House, hut also to Depai t mental Secretaiies or t‘\|»crtv w lio obviously 
cannot he mcmheI^ <d eitliei House. It is provided oi it I*' sou^'lit to be 

provided in the fii'^t set <d lules that a niemhei <d‘ the (’oiiiieil <d Ministers, 

be he a member ot the Assembly or of the ('ouneil, if he is 

in charge of a particnlai dejiartmmit to whirh the liill ladates, must 

automat i<‘all\ and //cw# farto b\ \irt\n* ot his otlice he eiitithal to la'conn* 

(’hainiian <d the S<dect Committee on a Bill iclatin^ to lii^ department. 

4'hat is the oh)ect ot th(' first sub-(daus{‘ (~) <d suh-seclion (o). I submit. 
Sir, that till-' irifiinj^c'' section ti4 of the Government id Imlia Act. 
Section f>l (d tlu* Government of India Act spi'cifically imoitioiis tin* 
|jarti( ular duties that these members ot the Coum il of .Mim^teis, who are 
not also iiiemheis <d the Le;^»'islative Assembly could perform. Jliey 

could md he tull-fl(*d^»'e<l members. 4'hey could orilv take jiart in the 
proceedinp^. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 do not ijiiite follow \ou, E it \oin point that, 
because thesi* peojile an* not members (d <‘ither House, th(‘\ cannot be 
jireseiit at the iiieeGiif.; Thev i-aiimd he even invited 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: No Sn, not to ,ie( in the manner 
propos(*d. I'hrst I am <ontinin^»^ mvselt to the Mini’^tei. 1 will deal with 

the second }(oint aftei thi". So far as the Ministn i-^ eoneerm'd. he has 

only certain tlefined ri^dits. It is stated in the tioveniment of India Act, 
.section <)4, w'liat those ri^^hts are. 

Mr. SPEAKER; Do you mean t(» say tliat he canmd tak(' part in tlie 
pro(“eediri^7s of the Committee !" 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: He can -peak and otheiwi.e take |>art 
in thy proceeding's, but cannot pre-^ide. As a matter of taft in the 
Assemblv it>(dt, the Speakeioi.N tliere. Sm h membeis oj the Council <d‘ 
Ministers have a ri^dit to ajijiear anrl to take part in tin* proceedin^^’- hut 
they cannot vote, nor can they preside. * 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yom point is that the Minister <^nnot lie a (Jhairinan 
of the Committee. That is ultra vires of the section. Then say so plainly. 
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Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Tlmt k what I am 
therefore the attempt to delete the words “if he is a mem her of the 
AwHembly" is vltra vireg. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y oil Bay that the amendment of the rule is ultra vires? 

Of. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Yes, Sir, the loovision that is being 
sought now is ultra vires, 

Mr. SPEAKER; I h ave understood you, Dr. Sanyal. You could have 
sah] that long ago. You say that a member of the other House cannot be 
the diairman and conse(|uently that part which is proposed to be deleted 
w'ill make the rule ultra vires. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: His rights, Sii, are specifically 
mentioned. He cannot go beyond tho^e right.'.. He has a definite limita- 
tion regarding taking part in the voting, that is to sa> . he i'* not entitled 
to vote. Ami in order to obviate that difHcultv. a proviso is sought to be 
added here to allow a* systmii <d drawing of lots in sueli eases* where there 
is an tsjuality of votes in th<‘ Select Coininittee, wheie the ])rt‘siding officer 
is a mendier of the Council of Ministers hut not a mcmbci ot the Assembly. 

J submit, that is ji fraud on legislation. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a different thing altogi'ther. 1 cannot agree 
with you. Let us pass on. 1 have understood yeiii point. 

Or, NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, tlie teim “fiaud on the legisla- 
tion" is acce^ited as parliamentary 1 <lo not know whv peo])le get Ufiset. 
This proviso is a fraud on the A(*t itself. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Si I, 1 ])i()ti‘st against it 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr, San>ul, that is another matttu' (ii\e nji that 
thing: that is finished. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: The second ^uh-rule relates to ruh' oo 
whieh. as >ou will notice, eoveis person.' other than Ministers and 
even inemhers of the two Houses. 1 siihinit. Sir, that u Stdeet 
(hunmittee is a coinniittt*e ot this House and as lia^ been defined not only 
here, hut as the couventioii has grown everv w here 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, I would draw youi attention to one 
matter. We uri’ not now considering the merit>: we are m»w coiiNidering 
the question of the point ot order. So do not bring in the (|uestion of 
merits at all. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA SANYAL: 1 am not hringing in the question of 
imuits at all. So far as the Sebnd (’oniinittee is concerned, the tiTin 
“Si'h‘et ('ommittee" originally was dt‘rived from the selt'ction that was 
exercised hv the Speaker and then the juaetiee giew uj> tor the House to 
Uvssi>t the Speaker in coming to his selection. Then eaiiie the second 
stage of having 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will hear all your (liM-ourse wdieii we will discuss the 
merits. 

MV, SASANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: We are confident, l^ir, that we 
will not luye to proceed to the question of merits at all. tLaughter.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, is it your point that at the Select 
(hunmittee meeting none .hut the memhers can ht‘ present? Is it your 
point that if hy a rule, Dovernmeiit want to bring ."lome body, that i.s ultra 
vires? lift ine have your point first and then you can elaborate. You are 
<|uite intelligent to realise tliat. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL; I am not so intelligent as you are, Sir, 
and 80 I take some rime. Kindly allow me to go on in my own way. 
(Laughter.) 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, you are too intelligent for Tne. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, \Nhen you nay that a member 
is too intelligent lor you, that is a reflection u]>on tbe Chair. (Laughter.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Certainly not. The Chair is dilYerent. When I aay 
“I”, it is not the Chair, it is a dift'erent person. 

Dr, Sanyal, when you raise a point of order, you have got to state the 
point of order. 1 \\aut to know from yon what is \t)ur jioint of order 
with regard to the iirojiosed amendments to rule f)'). and attm’ you have 
stated that, then only you can elaborate. 11 you do not state tfiat, it is 
no use elalxuating it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: 1 shall obey you as you like, Sir. 
The point hei(‘ is this: Ihile definitely wants Select ('oninultt‘e proceed- 
ings to he (onhdential and one methoil of maintuini»ng that conlidence is 
to confine tin* diseu'^sion and deliberation amongst members ol the legisla- 
ture alone. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr SauNul, you are again contusing. You are 
taking the rule as it is The rule is there anil it can be amended. 

Mr, DHIRENDRA NAT-H DATTA: Sir, the pro\iso is re|)ugnant to 
the liiiUM M'ctKiii iKclf Sii it i., iillro rircf. 

Or. NALiNAKSHA SANYAL: TIm proviso that is sought does not lake 
away rule oo as it is. It onlv gives certain exet‘pt iorial |»owei's to eertaiii 
sjiecilied categories ol pel sons. The idea of ki*eping the proi'iM'dingn 

confidiuitial 

Mr. SPEAKER : 1 am Hoiry. Dr. Sanvul, 1 do not tiiink that is a 

point ol order. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: L<‘t me exjilain. Sir, Heii' it is staled 
that apart liitm the iiieiiibeis nomtioned l)\ name there will he ^(‘rtllln oilier 
memheis perm il led to be ]iresent. Foi wliat puipose!" For the 
purjiose ol rendering to sueii Minister or to the Committee gem‘rally any 
assistance that ma> he iieeessaiv 1 sliall not enter into the meiits which 
shall he examined later on, hut I suhniit that as in the Mouse there is 

no [lossihility of any departmental Siau'etary to assist the Minister inside 

the House althoug’h some Ministers cannot do without their liidp 

Mr, SPEAKER: Dr Siwival, I am sorry. 1 cannol allow that. 'I'hat 
is no j)oint of order. 

Dr, NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, I want to invile \oni attention to 
a parallel ca^e. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is no point of order. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, I come to the .second thing with 
regard to this point. We have a provision for inviting experts under 
rule b4<6;. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr Sanyal, I have repeated 1\ asked yon to''ntiHe vour 
point ol order first, and it is for you to state the jioirit of order as Irriofly 
08 possible. Will vou kindiv do that? rhe rule is clear. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: W'hich nil*' you mean!" 

Mr. SPEAKER: Rub I!f. I am not going to enb*r into iliscussion. 

If you have got any point of order, >ou kindly ^tate. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Rule o4t6‘) and ruU‘ 56 as sought to be 
amended seek to cover — — 
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Mr. SPEAKER: No, no, that is no point of order. If you cannot put 
your point of order in a nutshell, I cannot allow it. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: My hrain cannot work in a nutshell as 
you w(uild lilo‘. Nutshell is too Kiiiall a thing for iny humble self. 

Mr. SPEAKER: If you cannot put your jKiiiit of order, how can I 
allow \oij to go on for an unlimited time? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Hut it you do not give me time, how 
can 1 put it? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have gi\en you enough time. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Let me have five minutes mole, Sir. 
Kule 'Aid) which provides lor healing expert-, and hearing ex])ert evidence 
is in conflict with 

« 4 

Mr. SPEAKER: That has nothing to do with the point of (»rder. I 
cannot allow you to proceed furth(*r. Yes, Sir Nazimuddin. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir. Mr. Stark has very 
clearly pointed out the difh‘renc(‘ between the ( fovtunmeiit and the 

(lovernor. I’he main difliculty with which most of the members on the 

oppositf' sid(‘ have been (‘on fronted is that the> have not been abb* to 
differentiate between (iovernor acting in his ilisen-tion and th(‘ (rovernor 
aiding on advice. (Dr. N.m.inak.sha S\.vmi,: It is diilicult tor us to 
ditf(‘rent iate as it is now.) IdH* main contention id Dr Syamajirasad 
Mookerjee has been that b\ allowing the tio\ernor to act in liis discn*tion 
\ou are in(,‘reasing the powers of the (Iovernor which have not 

oeen nidvided in the Act. It in the rules, we do ]iio\ide that in this 
case the (iovernor would act in his disc-retion, then I believe the contention 
of Dr. Syamaprasad .Mooker.pn* would ht‘ corr(*et Hut the rules whuli I 
have juoposed oi‘ rather tin* amendments which 1 have juojiosed <*b*arly 
lay down that the (iovernor is not aiding either in his discretion 

or in his individual judgnn*nt (Dr Nm.invksim S\.n\u, That niaki'S 
it more illegah. Sir, I ha\e reieired to the \n*r\ clear diftenMitiation 
that has Ikmmi made in section ■'>1 ot tin* (io\ernment ot India .\ct. 

Then* it has been laid down that the (iovernor will hav«* the right 
to make some rules in his disert*tion and \ ou w ill find. Sii. that 

in our rules there is a ilear distinction between the two tv])es of 

rules where the (ioM*rnor a<ts m his discretion and the rules where 
the (iovernor has been mentioneil and wJicie it is ieall\ meant 
(Iov(*rnment . bh)i‘ e\ani])le, in lule ‘J. Sir, \ou will tin<l it is i learly 
laid down “when(*\er it appears to (he (iovernor acting in his discretion 
that the Assembly should be summoned’'. Here the Governor is ai'ting 
in his disci id ion In (he rules also it has been jirovided that the 

(ioveinoi In acting in his discretion ami there it is im*ant ( iovernor , 'that 
is Mi. ('ase\ ; ^vheri'as it you read rule 4. \ou will hud that no such 
expression has been used as “(i:)\ernoi in his disiTetion" and there it is 

meant (ioveniment, that is the (hunicil ot Ministers. (Hai Hakkmiha 

N \Tll (’nMniU'Ki: (iovenioi hen* is (he (’ouneil (*t .Ministers), (’ouncil of 
Ministers’^ ad\ ice is accepted b\ tin* (iovernor. (Di. S\ VM vi’it.v.s \i) 
MmiKKHJKK; 'riiat is convent ion K It is juovided in tin* Act. ((Vies of 
*‘no, no”, from tin* Oiipositiou Henches). That is juovided in tin* Instru- 
ment ot InstT net ions. The whole basis of (he Piovimial .\utoiiom\ i- based 

on that. IVovineial Autonomy is ha.se<l ov this that where (iovernor is 

mentioned by itselt without tin* expresNion “a< ting in his discretion” there 
the (rovernor lias g(»t to ae<-ep( the adviia* of his Ministers <*r if lie differs, 
lie would ask the Ministers to resign. Therefore, the (iovernor acting on 
ailvii’e is clearly different from the (ioveruor ailing in bis discretion. 
(Interrujition from the Opposition Henehes.i 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I think you can leave that part U> me. So much 
knowledge of the constitution, I have at least gathered by now; bo yon 
need not quarrel about it. IV’hat is (lovernor on advice or (loveniij^r in his 
individual judgment or (lovernor in his discretion, these are the three 
expressions and we all know what they mean. \ es. Sir NtiEimuddin. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Th- l^ixUr of tUo House in 
his says (to\ornor uitaius the Couiiril Ministers. Ho is 

misleading the fbuise. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Dr. s>amaprasad Mookerjee 
took 4o milnlte^ ovei this and all his illustrations and all his arguments 
were based o[i the provisf) and the proviM) retins onl\ to where the 
GovfTnor act> in hi> dis(‘r(‘ti(»ii. The main bunlen ot his song was over 
the jn’oviM) and 1 inailitain that by this rule, t‘ art* not giving any extra 
power whieh hatl been ilenietl to tht‘ (rovenior by tin* Act, viz., we are 
not increajong In*' ptoverN umier his right to act in his tliscrction. 
Thcretoic tiieie can lu* no tjnestion ol tln.s rule wfnch ha^ hc(‘n prtiposed 
as ht‘in” ulftd nrc.^ As rt‘gaids the ([UC'«lion ot dt*snability td this rule 
wiiich l)i. S\ aiiiapi a.''ad M(H»kt‘rjt*c mentioned, I maintain tlial the whole 
(jueslion whether it should be b\ an ntl ftoc rt'solution or by means t)l tho 
rules, as lias been ^ug^ested in the amendment, ean bt* setthul in tlit* SeletT 
(’ommitttH*. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sii, ma,N I invite yoiii attention tbut 
Sit Niiziiiiuddin is goin^ into the iiients Sou should iilso give us some 
chanct* to go into tin* merits. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is not ultra rirrs. The 
Select (hiinmittee can decide wh<‘t!ier it is going to lx* by an (nl hoc 
rexdiit ion -- - 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point ot order, Sir. May I again 
invite voiii attention tliat Sii Na/.imuddin is going into the im'ritsy 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 (annot appiv my mind to too luanv things at the 
same tiiio* 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: If vou kindl> ajfply your mind to one 
Side, tliat 1 " Sit Aazimuddin’s *'ide, that will satisfy us 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am not ;toing to allow him to go into tin* im*ritH. 

1 i he ^oev 1 will si(t]( liim. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I w ill pfjiiit out to you that 
in our mb's -wr iiavr got lules 4, •), 7, IH. ‘JO. 17. 107 and 1J4— the 

word ’’(loveimu has been us<*<| and there whore it rotets to ( iov eriitiieni 
and to tile jJioceduie ot till' House and how the Sjieakoi can comluct it arul 
vaiious dthoi things havi* heeii {iiovided ioi Jhcieloro, Sir, it is all the 
time a paj’t of this ron>.t it ut ion tiiat us iai as tin* work in this 

Lcgislatuie Is conreined, (iovoriior has a sa\ in this nfalt<‘r, ami if tlie 

Use ot the woid “(fovernor' in the existing rules, which are not one hut 
in large numher, has not made it ultni rnr<(, I do not see how on lliin 

oceasion tlie use ot the word “(jovernor* tan make a rule ultra rin‘\ Jt 

is ahwdutely clear that this position has been accepted bo this floum* 
before and that certain powers have been enttusted by this [Touse to the 
Governor in the rules whiih I have quoted already. What* we propose 
now is tor this House to give some other p<jwers to the (iovi’inor, who ih 
reall\ the (iftvernment. Tkeretore, I maintain that this question of 
“stranger ' does not come in. * 

Mr. SPEAKER: Sir Nazimudtlin, 1 think that i.s not the real issue. 
The real point is whether you can deleg^ate [Kiwers tp an outside authority. 
Speak on that point. 
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The Hon'We Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I maintain, Sir, that we 
are not dele^^aiinj: our powers to an outside authority for the simple 
reasons, firstly, that we have already given certain powers to the outside 
authority in a number of rules, and secondly, that “Governor** 
which licre really means Government is the Council of Ministers, and 
certainly they are not an outside authority. (Cries of “question, question** 
from the (tpposition Benches.) Sir, section 60 say.s “There shall for every 
Province be a J*rovincial Legislature which shall consist of His 
Majesty, represented by the Governor”, ((’ries of “exactly” from the 
0[>poHition Benches.) So it is a part of the Assembly. (Rai Harendra 
Nath (’if at djujki : No, no. You have been wrongly briefed.) I maintain, 
Sir, that there is no (jiiestion in this case of Governor being a stranger. 

Mr. SPEAKER; 1 do not think, I can give iny dei’ision today. I will 
give my deidsion on Mtuidas. In the meantime, 1 will welcome any 
ussisiance any member can render f(> me, and I would request Dr. Syama- 
prasad Mookerjee to give me his references, because I could iio^ take them 
down. 

Adjournment. 

The ]Tous(‘ w'as then adjourned at 7-2') p.m.. till 4 p.m., on Thursday, 
the 7th December, 1944. ui the Assembly llmise, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935, 

Thk Assi Miu.Y met in the A^sfinbly Houst*. Cab'ulta, (»n Thursday, the 
7th l)e( ein})er. at 4 p in 


Present; , 

Mr. I)(^])iit\ Sp(Mk«*r (Mr Sym> d M.Ai.rnniN H vsiikmy^ in the Chair, 
10 Hon hlo Minister'' and ISI) inoinlKM.s. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answert were given) 

Defence of India Rule cases in Subdivisional Criminal Courts of Coptlgafi|« 

*60. Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMAD KHANDKAR: Will the Hem hie 

Ministei' in (liaror' of tlu' .liidiMal Dr'jiari nienl 1 h' (deased to state- — 

i/i) the miinhei oi Delence of India Itule cases in tin* Subdivisioasl 
( riminal Coin Is cd’ t}o)>al^an) (t’atidj)ur) troin 1st June, 1948, 
to ‘d!Mli l‘'elii uar\ . 1044 ; 

(h) till' date (d start <d eai h oi tlieiii; 

{(') the nnnilK'r of iIh'iu tiiat has Imm-ii disposed of with ilale of disposul; 
(d) the niinihei ct them tliat an'slill pemlin^’’; 

(<) th(‘ ofVem e ( oinjdaim'd of in those eas(‘S ; and 

(/) the ainouiu oi (io\ernment niom*\ sjient foi those ease.s uj) to the 
:J!0h h'ldiruary, JfM l!" 

MINI8TER in charge of the JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon*ble 
Nawab Musharruff Hossain, Khan Bahadur): 140 . 

(/>) and u) A stati'iiienl is hu<I on the Librury Table. 

(r) rJO l ull details will 1 h‘ toiind in the stuti'inent laid on the Library 
Table. 

00 n 

(/) K.s.dbH. 


Further supptementaries to starred question No. 65. 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: 

pleased to tell Us what was the obji'ct 
India bv Mr. Bireii Koa ? 


Will the Ilon’hh' Minister be 
(d visit to Jaijiui ontsidr* British 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sii. this (juestion was over 
yesterday, i think we were about t-o take up (jueslion number Oti. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: That ({uest i<m was not finished yesterday. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 understand supplementary <|uestions were 
in pro^^ress when the ijiiestirm time was over. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: .Sir, 1 was undei tlie **7mpression 
that the (piestion was over. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the lion hie Minister be 
pJea.sed to tell the House what w'as the objeet, of visit to Jaipur outside 
Britisli India by Mr. Biren Koyh ^ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I n plied to tbiH qui'.'.tion ynslcrday. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: No. Sir. He liaii not. 
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: But the Parliamentary Secretary says be 
gave the reply yesterrlay. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN BARKER: With regard to the tour to Karachi, 
will the llon’hle Minister be pleased to state whetliei all these Parliamentary 
Secretaries went tliere all at a time or at difterent times ^ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I would refer tlie honourable mem- 
ber to mv reply to this ([uestion given \esterday. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, this ([uestion was not answered 
yesf(‘rday. ^I’lie (juestlon that was put was this: “Is it a fact that 
Mr. Hireii Ko\ went there on the* rjceasion of the liirtli of his child'’ ^ 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I was not then in the Cliair. 1 will look 
into the proceedings of \esterda\. M> infoimalion is — 1 will have to accept 
my office statement — that the (jiiesfiou was in progies.s when the (im‘stion 
time was ovei . The I’ai liameiitaiA Secretar> .sa\s that he had replied to 
this (jUestion. 1 cantifri decide it today. In that ca-e the (|uesfion ma\ be 
held over. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; Thme is no necessiti ini ludding 
over this (jUesiKtn The (|Ue.stion was put to me \(*ster(la\ regarding’ tht‘ 
Karachi tom and I leplicvl to that, f replied that there was an All-Inrlia 
('onferenc(‘ id’ Minisleis and Pai liaim‘ntar\ S(*cretaT K's held at Karachi, 

J also r(‘plied to the «|Ue.sfion about Mi l{n\ ^ visit to daipui. So Inith 
these (juestions were replied to yesleidax, 

8rijut MANINDRA BHU8AN 8INHA: Was ..nx (<.nl leme held at 
•laipui Y 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, no. I said that the ('onierem'e 
was h(dd at Karachi. As legards Mr lbn*n Kox s visit to daipm, the 
Home l)(‘purlment , 1 said, had no infoiination n'gardiiig the business 
transacti‘(l in daipur. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN BARKER: Will the llon'lde Minister be 
pleaseil to state wh(*thei a Ihii liamentarx Se<ri‘tai\ leijiiiri’s aiix })r«'Vious 
])ermission and appioxal ludoie going out on tom ." 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I might add that I h.id also replied 

to that ijiU'stion. 

Facilities granted to Mrs. Leela Roy, a security prisoner, for reading books. 

*66. Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: to) Will the Ilou ble Munster 

in cdiarge (d tlu‘ Home (dails) Department be pleasiai to stale whether it is a 
fact — 

(0 that the (lox eminent pel inittiMl ^[l■s. l/<*eLi Kox, a seeiirity prisoner, 
lodgtol at tht* Dinajpur dail t(t he a member ot a haal lilirary to 
gixe hgr facility to read hooks as tlo'it* i< no librarx in the Dinaj- 
pur dail: 

{ii) that the loi-al Inttdligeiice Bram h has not made any arrangtunents to 
procure books for lu‘r from the library after censoring tlie same; 
and 

(iti) tLi?T she luis submitted a list ot Ixmksy 

{h) If the aiisxver to (o ) is in the aHirmatixe, will the ilon'hle Minister 
be pleased to stat(‘ — 

(/) when (he permission xvas issued; and* 

(n) w'hat steps do the Uox eminent propose^ to take to g-ive effecd to the 
permission'^ Issued to Mrs. Kovr' 

Khan BahMhir MOHAMMED AlI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
8ir Nazimuddin); (a) (JoTemment permitted the security prisoner to 
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become a member of the Dinajpur Public Library on condition that she 
would make her own arrau^^ements for the receipt and despatch of books 
subject to the iiMial censorship and she received 11 books. 

(6) (/) On 28th January, 1948. 

(ti) Does not arise. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon'blc Minister be pleased 
to state how a seciint\ ])risnnei (h‘tained in jail i‘aii make his own arranp’e- 

merits tor the pr(»ciireimoit and des]>atch ot l)ooks uiih‘'.> he is helped by 

jail otticial''!'' 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 'I'he pni otiiiMals will help security 

jirisoneis Imt the\ cannot ai)proacli the lihrar\ lor their t'liiolmmit as ineni- 
bers ()1 libiano All tin* ])rt*liniinar\ woik ha> to )m‘ ilonc i)\ the security 
jirisoner hinisell. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: AVill the lion hie Ministei be 

pleastai to ^tate whctiici he is awan‘ that there is !\l\\avs iiiordinati* iltday 
111 communicating hei (hMiiands for bt»oks to the liluaiw and in censoring 
kioks siipplici] b\ tlie library ‘r" 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: There is no inordinate delay. 

I'lie dehiA that is usuall\ neccssaix lot ccnsonng ho(»ks onl\ takes jilace. 

Mr. NI8HITH NATH KUNDU: Will the llon'lde Minister he ])]eased 
to state it tliose II l»ooks supplnal to hei wiot' sU)>pll^d during a period of 
one Near since she was gr.intml peimis>ion 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Thc> wen sujtplied to h(‘r alter 
the grant (d pciinissiofi and heton- her tianstiu' trom Dinajpur to Calcutta 
tor medical treatment. 

Family allowance of Jihan Kumar Chatak, a security prisoner. 

*67. Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the lion ble 

Ministei in char'^e oi the Home IVpartment h(‘ j)leas(Ml to state wliether it 
is a tact — 

(// that Jihan Kumar (Jhalak, it. a., ol village Dulukanthu, police-station 
Nana, district i’andjnii, now a secuiit,\ jirisoner in tfie Kajshulii 
Central Jail, use<l at the time ot his detention to earn Its. 79 jM*r 
monlJi, Its.dd a*' a ttan hei in a local high schoid and Its do from 
tuition : 

(//) that he has gfd 7 dependants including a widowed aunt (fiitlMM'k 
sist<‘i t. .1 sistci with a son an unmairied sislei and a mirnir 
hiolher- all ahs(dute|\ <iepcn(h*ijt im him. 

(m) that he was al tiist giant(‘d a monthl\ allowama* oi Its 20, which 
has since Ajiril hi'.t h(‘en increased to Its do; 

’l/r) that ri(<* in th(‘ localitN oi his lioine is e\«*n now being sold at Its. IS 
[>er maund : • 

(r) that other tilings are efjuall\ costly: and 

(vi) that Hs.do are not suffi( ient to meet the exjHUises of liis family V 

(b) If the answer t(» (a) i.s in tin* affirmative, will Ho* IIon’})le Minister 
be pleased to state w’hether ( iovernment intend to increasi* bis fiyjiilv allow- 
ance to Its. 75 a month 

(c) If not, will tlo^ TTon’ble Minister Is* pb^ised to state the* reasons 

theit'of 

(d) Will the Iloii’bje Minister be plea-ed 4o state whetlier the marriage 

of his iinmarri(‘d sister is overdue and that for help ^towards her marriage 
be on the 25th flctolier, 1948, to the ,\dditional Deputv SecTe- 

tarv, (Tovernment of Bengal, through 'the District, Magistrate, Faridpur, 
and that the Xaria Police held an enquiry alxjut it on the 8rd January, 1944? 
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(e) If the answer to (d) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
please state what has been the derision of the (^lovernment in the mattery 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin) : («)(0 The Home Minister’s information is that he had 

no incoiiic fiom private tuition. ' 

(it) ft is rejK>rted that he has p-ot only '1 taniily members jrartially 
dependant on him. 

(ill) The family allowanre has been enhanced from Rs,;]5 to Ks.40 per 
month with effect from the Jst March, J944. 

(tv) and (v) The Home Minister has no information. 

(vt) Does not arise. 

(b) No. 

(c) The approximate annual income from the landed property of the 
security prisoner is reported to lye Rs.GbO. Besides this his aunt has got 
14 f/andas of land whicji provides for her maintenance. The amount equal 
to his pre-arrest income has l>een granted as family allowanc-e. 

(d) A petition, dated tin^ 22n<l ()ctol>er. 1942, containing a prayer for 
;the grant of a lump sum for the marriage expenses of the sister w^as received 
by Goveniment, and a Police re|K)rl fhereon was submitted to the Government 
on the 12th February, 1944. 

(e) The ])rayer has been rejected by Government. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will lie H n l ie Minister be 
pleased to state the source of information re'j'arding his income from 
private tuition ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: An eiKpurx was made l)\ the 

officers of Government. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: li. view d the iaet that one 

responsible member of this House suppli(‘d the information that the seeuiity 
prisoner was earning Us. do per month by private tuition, will tin* Hon 'hie 
Minister la' pleased to consider the desiraliility of making a fresh enquiry 
into the mattery 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No definite stateimmt has been 

made by any member of this House to that effect It that is done, then 

an enquiry will be made. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 

pleased to state wlndher ( fo\ (‘iinnent have considered the fact tliat tin* 
marriage of th«‘ uninurned sister of the st‘curit\ juisoner cannot he (‘fftaded 
without Government help wliile the prisoner is in detention y 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The securitx prisoner has been 
given family allowance ac(“ording to his pre-arrest income. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sii, m\ question is whether 

Oovertitruuit lias considercrl the fact that tliis pri.soner has no (dhei means 
of meeting tlie expenses r>f sister’s marriage «*xccj)t with Government 
help because lie is in detention? 

Khan l^hadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is obvious from m\ reply 
when I stated tbat tlu‘ [uisoner’s pre-arrest iiuome has been restored by 
means qf the family allow'aiiee that has been granted. So he is not suffer- 
ing any finaneial loss by his detention. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon'ble Mini.ster be 

pleased to state whether in view of the fact that the poliey of the Govern- 
ment is to enstire to the family the income of which the family has been 
deprived, Government ^^ill consider the desirability of granting a lump sum 
to the family in order to meet its requirements? 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALi: No security prisoner is entitled 
to have an income which he did earn before his arrest. But Government 
has been granliiig family allowance liberally. In this particular case tlie 
family allowance that has been ^iranted is equal to the pre-arrest income 
ol the prisoner, which means that the family has not been deprived of any 
financial assistance by this detention. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: In the face of (Government taking 
the responsiliility c>f granting family allowance, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whetlier Government will also take the responsibility 
for the marriage exjiendituie of the sister of any st‘cunt\ prisoner!' 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: In mv ie{)ty I havi* made it (dear 
that the lamily has not suffered any financial loss: the juisoncr used to 
earn Rs. dO or Rs. 40 per month before detention: after iletfoOion the same 
amount is being granted to the famil\. ^o if the marnag(‘ had to be 
performed before liis arrest or during bis detention, the i'amilv would have 
to manage it. ^ 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Is the ll.m’hlc nware that 

a man earning Its 4’t pei month does not necc.ssanly spend Hs, 4o to give 
his sister in inarnager' 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That quest ion does not arise. That is a 
matter of opinion. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: \\’ill the IJon’hle Minister be phuised to state 
whether it is not a fact that this gentleman being a security prisoner was 
depriv(*(l ot llie lilierti oi approaching tin* generous public to raise funds 
for the marriage I'xpenses of his sister'' 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: if it is a (luestion of collecting 
funds 1)\ donation oi chanties, (here arc other imunbers of the family who 
can do the saiiu' tiling. 

Restriction order on Sreejukta Indumati Cuba Thakurta. 

*68. Mauivi HAJI TOFEL AHMED CHOUDHURY: (a) Will the 
Iloirble .MinistiM in eliarge ol llic Home DejKirtment lx; jdeased to state 
whether he is aiiare- - 

(I'l that Sreejukta Indumati (luha Tliakurla ol Bananj»ara, district 
Bakaigaiij, was sened with a restrietion order on tho i4th 
Srqd ember, HH'J ; 

(if) that the older has not M*t l>een witlidrawn; and 
(in) that she has Ihhmi doing relief work!' 

(b) If the answer to {a) is in the affirmative, i.s the Hon’ble Minister mm- 
8id(*ring th(‘ desirability of — 

(i) withdrawing the restriction order; and 

( 7 i) allowing her free scopt* for earrving on Tf‘li*d' wimk? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALi (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): (>i){0 and (n) Y(‘s. 

{iii} The Hoii’hle Home Minister’s information is that she has been 
guiding some reliel work lor the last 2 or 4 montlis only from her place of 
restriction. 
ib) No. 

Security Prisoners. , 

*6S. Mr. S. A. SALIM: ^’^ill tlie ITon’ble Minister in charge, of tho 
Home I)e|>artment be plea.sed to staffs — • 

(a) the number of sec-urity prisoners detained in I’rovince as on — 
(t) Let December, IWl; 

(li) 30tli March, 1943; 
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(tii) 24th April, 1943; and 
(iv) Ist March, 1944; 

(b) the number of security prisoners arrested during the period— 

(t) 5th March, 1941, and 29th March. 1943; and 
(ti) 24th April, 1943, and 13th March, 1944; 

(c) the ijiimfx*r of .security prisoners released during the j)eriod — 

ii) 7th March, 1941, and 29th March, 1943; and 
(n) 24th April, 1943, and 13th Man li, U44 ; and 
((/) the amount of family allowance samtioiied (including enhancement) 
during the pericsl — 

(/) 7th March, 1941, and 29th March, 1943; and 
(n) 24th April, 1943, and 13th March, 1944!’' 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMEff ALI (on behalf of the Hon’bte Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin) : (a) The figures on tin* dales required are not available. 

(o) (i) 227 on the 2Hth No\ ember, 1!141. 

{it) 1,()47 on the 28th March, 1943. 

(tu) 1,593 on the 28th Ai.ril, 1943. 

(/e) 1,273 on th(‘28tli Kehruarv, 1944. 

(h) (/) 1,878. 

(it) 192. 

(a) (i) 372. 

(it) 519. 

{fh 3’he Home Mmistei does not considei the lahoin involxed in furnish- 
ing the intonnation askinl for will he .lustified in tin* jirc^ent cnieigenc> 

Transfer of Babu Khagendra Nath Das Gupta, a security prisoner, from 
Jalpaiguri Jail to Rajshahi Central Jail. 

*70. Miss MIRA DUTTA GUPTA: {(t) Will tin* llon'hU* Minister in 

charge <d' tlie llonn* (.tails) l)c‘p.ntmenl In* pleased to vi;ilc- 

(/) wlietln*!' it Is a tact that Mi Khay'»‘ndia Nath Das (liqita, m.l.v., 
n*cei\e(l hint and injui \ fioiu an attack h\ tin* loWs kept in tin* 
.lalpaiguri -lail while In* was (h'l.uned theie as a s(*cun(\ piisonei ; 
(//) whether Nli Das (Jupta was tiansi**iied fn in the .lalpaiguii -lail 
1(> tin* |{ajshahi (’entral -lail while he was (piit«* iintit to tiavel 
f)n ai-coiiiit ot the hint and iniim K'feried t() ah()\e, 

(///) whetln*!’ Ml Das (Jupia was (allied to railwa\ station and into tin* 
railway coiiipai tment in an invalul (hair; 

{I r) whethei’ Mr. Das (lujita retpn'sted tin* .Inil autlnu'tx to ]H»stp(»iie the 
transter foi a (la\ in two on gioiind ot his unfitness to uiulertake 
the journev ; and 
(r) it so, w ith what rt*sult 

(5) It tin* reply to (o) (»0 is in tin* ,diirmati\e, will the Ilon’hh* Minister 
Ik* ph*ased to state the reason lor his tiansfei ? 

(c) Has tin* att(*ntion ot tin* Hon’hh* Minist(‘r been liawn to the reixut 
published in Jttunmof, a weekly paper i»uhlished trom .lalpaiguri. of the 4th 
lfais(ikh*lns\ , containing the full details (d the iin identV 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): ((/)(/» No. wliile walking umiiindtuil\ inside the iail 
the se(*urit\ piistun*!' got f’difliti'iied at the siglu uf cow givizing in*ar the 
cowshed and slumhh*d and g(»t sliglit bruise in out* of his great to«*s. 

(ii) He was thoioughly examined hv the (3x11 Surgeon who certified him 
fit. to travel w’hen ht was transferred to Kajsbahi. 
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{Hi) He was not carried to lailway station in any invalid chair. On 
arriving at the railway station he demanded un invalid chair and the police 
escort supplied it. 

(iv) No. 

(v) and (b) Do not arise. 

(c) Ye.s. The report is gro.ssly ina4‘curate in Tnan> |wrticular8. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: With reference answer (c), will 
the Hon ’hie Mini.ster he pleased tt) give us a .suhsiance of the report and 
where it is grossly inaccurate? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, it will take u lot of time 
because I will have to read through the newspaper report and compare it 
wulh iny rejjort. ^ 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: So you have no( (roue tlirou(rh it. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: But the licftiourahlc ineinher iloog 
not expect me to commit it to memory. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon'hle Minister mention 
one inaccuraev in the report? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: One of the re))ortH is that he Wiirt 
carried from the jail to tlie hospital in an easy rlmi? or in an invalid chair 
which IS nut correct. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That is not the report; your informa- 
tion IS incorrect. 

Application of ratio-rules reganling promotion. 

•71. Mr. MONOMOHAN DA8: Is the Hon'hle Minister in t harg® of 
the Home Depai (meiit « on'videi iiig the (h'sirahility of applying the ratio-nilcs 
with legaid to (he pnonotion of tlie iMiiployees Ixdonging to the Scdieduled 
('astes in (lie \ariotis DefKii tmeiits of th(‘ (rovernment hy amending the rules? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’hle Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): No. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR; Will the Hon’hle Minister be 

pleased to state hat are the criteria considered for promotion of officers P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The criteria considered are efficiency, 
merit and seniority. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon'lde Minister be 

pleased to slate whethei (jovernTiient has any agency to look into the 
infringements of these rules it (here be any? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes. Sir; m the i^atter of appoint- 
ments. 

Babu MAOHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’hle Minister bo 

pleased to state whether the Government has any agency to look into the 
matter wlien there is an infringement of tho.se principles? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Which principles? 

Babu MADHU8UDAN SJ^RKAR: Principles about efficiency, merit 
and seniority ? 

# 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: ,Ail those facts are taken into 
consideration when the names are sent up or the navies are recommended 
or when promotions are made. 
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8abU MADHU800AM 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether those principles have been infringed by the 
authorities who are entrusted with case.s of pronaotion ? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Sarkar, you are only repeating the 
«uirie querttioD over and over again. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN SARKAR: But 1 have not got a suitable reply. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: It may not he suitable but if you go on 
putting tin* siiine ([uestiou I cannot hell) you to get a proper rej)l \ . 

Next question. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN SARKAR: One more ({uestinn, Sir. Will the 
Hon’hle Minister be plea.sed to state whether he i.s awure that in the ease 
of promotion of Scheiluled Castes their (a.ses are not properly considered 
or injustice is done ty them? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: We have no information of any 
sucli east*. If the honourable member will reter to any jiarticulai (mm* the 
matter will be looked into. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May I rise on a qm*.^tlon of piivilege. 
There is hardly any ]H»ssibility of any heat today and we must ^ee lliat we 
aro not a^ least frozen on account of the (‘ooling of the House. (Laughter.) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : You your.seH alone is sufiicieiit to keep the 
House warm. (Laughter.) 

Observance of Communal Ratio Rules in making appointments to posts of 
Assistant Section Holders in the Bengal Government Press. 

•72. Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ; (o) Will the Hon’ble Mini.stei in 

charge of the Kiiianee Dejiartment be ])leased to state whetln'r comjxisitors 
in Bengal (Government I'ress are traiisierred from e.\tra-piec(‘ t\stablishment 
to j)enuanent-[»iece t'stablisbmeiit a(‘eordiug to the Voinmunal Uatio Rule.s? 

(b) Is it a fact/ — 

(i) that one Mr. S. N. Bose in the same juess has lH*en recently trans- 
ferred from extra-piece to |K*rmanent-piecp establishment ignoring 
the claim f)f one Muslim comiiositor; and 

{{.i) that the said Mr. S, N. Bose was apjiointed as Assistant Section 
Holder, ignoring the claim of one Senior Muslim or Scheduled 
(*aste compositor, alreadv in |H‘rmanent-]>icce establishment? 

(c) If the answer to (a) is in the ahirmative, will the Hon’ldc Minister 
be pleased to state the reason thereof? 

{(1) Is the Hon’hle Minister considering tlu* desirability ot taking steps 
HO that (kmiinunal Ratio Hules may lx* (d^servetl ? 

(c) If (he answer to {d) is in the aflirinati\c, will the TIon’ble Minister 
be fih'ased to state the reasons thereot ? 

MINISTER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the Hon^blo 
Mr. Tulsi Chandra Coswami): (a) The appointment of an extra-piece 
estuhlisltriient worker to a vacancy in the permanent-jiiece establishment 
has heretofore been regarded us promotion and as such the Communal Ratio 
Rules are not applicable i hereto. 

{b){i) No. 

{it) On the 1st June, lfU4. Mr. S. N. Boso wa*^ apjiointed on jiroliation 
to the iH»st of Assis\ant Section Holder (>n the result of a competitive 
examination open to all comiMisitors, distributors, etc., in which ho stood 
firstt. 

(c) to ie) Do not arise. 
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Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: With reference to answer (a), will the 
Hon'ble Minister he pleased to state when this principle first came into 
force ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: This has been in 
force for a long time. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the differences against the interest of one community with 
respect to promotion will be compensated at the time of fresh recruitment y 

The Hon'ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: We have tried our 
best to compensate, hut the communal ratio rules do not apply to the case 
of promotion. 

Promotion, travelling allowance and pay of Special Officers. 

•73. Mr.*PU8PAJIT BARMA: {</) Will the Jlon’fde Minister in charge 
of the ('t)-operatiM* ('u'dit and Huial I lalelitedneNS 1 )e))arl tnent be pleased to 
state — 

{/) what is the hiisis Inr pnuiintion of Specitil Officers; 

(//) wh(‘thei' "eniontx or age r<‘st net ioi» is taken into account, 

(///) liow nianv Sp(‘cial Officers are now in ser\i(‘e; 

(/r) w’liat are llieii jnrisdiction ; 

(r) whether it is a fio t that s<mie S}m'( lal Olliceis are placed in charge of 
entire suhdi\ision <-oiisisf iri;4 of two or iiior’c Oirchvs; and 
(r/) wheth(‘r they get any extra fra\tdling allowam e for it P 
( 6 ) It the answer to (rO i-H in tin* riegatt\e, will the llon'hle Minister be 
pleased to stiite whether the ( fo\<*rimieijf have g-ot any proi>OHal for giving 
them aii,\ extra tra\elling allow are e’" 

(r) Is the llon’hle Mirii'^ter awjur* that j»a\ of temporary Sub-Deputy 
Collector has lH*en recentK incieasod 

(J) If so, will the Ibui'hle Ministry ph'aserl to state* w'hefhr*!’ the 
Government have got an> pro[M>sal for increasing the |my of tin* SptHUttl 
Officers during the pre\ailirig ecotioniii crisisy 

Khan Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN (on behalf of the Hon'ble 
Mr. Jogendra Nath Mandal): (ij)(i) Merit and seniority. 

(n) Senioiit\ i.s one of the far tors taken into account. 

(///) 12i). 

(iv) One or more Oircles according to admin isti'ativr* necessity 
(r) and (r) Yes. 

(vi) No, they get a fixed travelling allowance for travelling within their 
jurisdiction 

(h).N(», the fixed fravcdling allowance is ronsiderc<l suffi* rent frrr the pur- 
pose ot a Special Officer’s tom- within his jurisdiction. , 

(('/) No, the jray i^lus fixed travrdling allowancr*, hou‘'(* allowance and dear- 
ness allowance is considered adequate. 

M&uivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the llon’hle Minister lie pleasf'd 
to state who determines the merits of a particular candidate? 

Khan Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: The i'uhlic Servue (bm- 
raission detennine.s the nierihs. * 

Acquirement of lai^s and homesteads in Feni. 

•74. Mauivi MD. IBRAHIM: 01) I.s the Hon’lde Mintster in fharge 4 »f 
the Hevenue Department aware that a large* area of lan^J inrlnding arable 
land and homsteads has been ac((uired for the purjiosc of construction of* 
aerodromes anrl landing grounds at Feni ? f 
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(b) H the answer to (a) ih in the attirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(i) when the jiuids were acquired; 

(ii) how many families were comiJelled to evacuate; 

(Hi) whetlipr the pva(*uees have l)€en paid their compensation for their 
lunds and homesteads ; 

(iv) whether they have re(t‘iv(*d (<>in}»eiisation tor the entire period, i.e., 
from the date of accjuisition till to dale; and 
(v) if not, (1) for wdiut period, and (2) to how many of the families the 
compensation has l)een paidV 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea): It is re^^retletl that thi^ information cannot 
lx* supplied in the interests of security. 

Mr. DHIRENDfU NATH DATTA: Will the Hon ble Minister be 

P leased to state whether lands in Feni have been requisitioned under rule 
5 A of the Defence of India Rules? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, I have nothing 
further to add. 

Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR 8UR: Will the Hon'ble Minwfei be pleased 
to state what he actually means by the e.vpression “in the interest of 
security” ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I mean what I say 

Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR 8UR: Will the H on' hie Minivst(‘r he plea.sed 
to state how security will be affeeted if the infonnaiion asked lor is 
stippli(*d ? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: That is a matter of opinion. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a lact that large areas of land in Feni have been lequisition- 
ed and tak(‘ii over by (fov<'rnnient under rule To or other rules of the Defence 
of India Utiles? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, in the interest 
of security I ('annot disclose it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that many families were compelled to evacuate and 
some of them at short notice? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: 1 have nothing further 
to add. 

Dr. NALIKAK8HA 8ANYAL. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if Government is in u position 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: On a point of order. Sir. I think that these 
ouestions cannot be put after it is said that these things cannot be said in 
the initnivst of securit> and these supplementary questions do not arise. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Whether a question arises or not is 
not for the ( hief Whip* of Gt>vernment to dictate to you. That is a ques- 
tion for you to decide. 

My question is, is it not a fact that certain areas of land had been 
acquired by Government in Feni under the Defence of India Rules? 

Mr. DEPUTY OPE AKER: The answer has been that this will not be 
replied to. 
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Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: 1 am following? up that answer with 
inother question. Is it not ab.^iolutelv true that a larjfe number of familie® 
were compelled to evacuate from their homesteads at short notice P 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; 1 have already stated 

that 1 cannot make any statement in the interest of security. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if there is provision for compensation to be paid to the occupiers 
and owners of lands if Government acquire their lands for any purpose 
whatsoever ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Ditlerent kinds of 

compensation are paid in difterent cases. In the case of acipiisitioii of 
lands under the Defence ef India Itules coni})ensation is jiaitl accordin^^ to 
rules. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the llon’bfe Minister be pleased 
to state if it is not a fact that the local otiicials of Government have denied 
the evacuees \\ln» were coin])elled to evacuate from their homesteads adequate 
compensation wlucli is provided under the rules 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: On a point of order. This question does 
not arise because the Minister ha*' said that in the iiittoest of security it 
will not he ]»r()i)er to answer the particular (luestion. A supplementary 
question lias to arise out ot tlie answer. He cannot asstinie ctTtain tacts. 

If the Hon ble Minister had j^iven him taet.s then he could have jiut supple* 
mentar\ questions. First he will have to ask whether thi.s is a fact and 
on that he can build up his questions. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yon mean to sa\ that this question does 
not arise out of the answer j?iven by the Hon*ble Minister. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Yes 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: On a point of order. Tlie rules jirovide 
for questions and answers and the Speaker’s rif^ht has been eireumsenbed 
with rcKurd to the manner in which the answer is to he hy the 

Minister in charj^^e. If the Minister sa>s that he cannot or wdll not renly 
in public interest, unfortunately our present rules are such tliat the Sneaker 
cannot compel the Minister to provide the adequate answer for the House* 
Now. Sir, that presupposes that whatever ipiesiion is put to the Minister 
it w'ill be for the Minister to reply and not for the Speaker to intervene as 
to w’hether the quc'^tion can be aii'^wcred in one way or other. I he Speaker 
can only declare soiiicthin^^ out of <u<ler in reference to rules and he cannot 
go beyond the rule.s. If the Minister does not care tni the piestige of Uie 
House and the privilege oi the member.H, then the Minister must sufier. 
Thai is the position, Sir. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I am of opinion that supplementary ques- 
tions should arise out of the answers given by (lovernment. If the answer 
is negative you cannot as.sume things in a manner that this can iiujijien 
and you cannot go im jiutting .supplemental^ tiucstions in the way of cross- 
examination. On the wlude the HonTde Minister has refused, answer 
on certain gi oiind. I am not heri* t<> <lefine or dictate whether Hus ground 
is correct or not. That is not my business. H«' has refu.sed to answer and 
theretore 1 do not think au\ supplementary (juestioii can arise. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SAJIYAL: Has he refused t(» answei. that is the 
point? If he has refused to answer then the queslii.^) will la* held over. 

I take it voui deeijiion is final. 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, after your ruling ' no^ 
supplementary que.«tion can be allowed. , * 
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, I will #?ive you' another chance 
to put a frenb definite question that arises out of the answer. 

Or. ^ NALINAKSHA SANYAL: With reference to question (6)(m), 
will the Hon ’Lie Minister be pleased to state whether Government is in a 
position tt) state if it is not a fact that a larf?e number of families which 
were forced to evacuate were not paid adequate compensation ? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us whether any l ompensation has been paid to any owner and 
occupier of land in the Feni subdivision under the Defence of India Kules? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the answer just now 
ffiven that there are •provisions for compeii.sation being givea to persona 
from whose f)ccupati(iii and ownersliip lands liave been requisitioned ]>y the 
Government, will the Hoirble Minister be pleased to state whether persons 
whose lands were acquired have been given any compensation at alll' 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: In reply to this ques- 
tion, as I hav(* already stated. 1 cannot state anything in the interests of 
security. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. Ma> I invite 
your attention to rule dd of the Assembly Procedure Rules wbicb reads thus: 
^‘Any niemher may put a supplementar\ (|uestion for the purjiose of further 
elucidating an^ matter of fact regarding which uii answer h;is b»‘en ^iven.'’ 
Not about the answH*r. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: What is your j>oint of order P 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: My point is that (juestions can be put 
regarding wbicb an an>\\er has been given. Either }ou take it that the 
answer lias been given or you take it that the answer has not beim given. 
If you take it that the answer has not been given, then the question ii 
held over automatically. If 5’<)u say that the answer has been given, I 
have a right to jnii supjilementary questions. I stand on the rules. The 
rules are to be followed b\ tlie fteputy Speaker. In this coniuH'tion I 
would invite your attention to the rules, and I want a ruling whether an 
answer has been given or not. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I have alrea<l.\ given my decision and I 
am not going to open tliat mutter again. If you w'ant to put supplementary 
questions, I will give my decision on the merits of the questions. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon'hle Minister he jdeaaed 
to explain how by replying to the tpiesticm us to whether compensation was 
given to them (n- not, public security will he affected 1* 

The Hon’bie Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Since it is a war 

tneasun*. I n'gret I cannot state anything in the interests of security. 

(At this stagi* the Hou''e was adjourned for lo minutes, i 

r.l/N-r Adjournment,) 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hiin’hle Minister he pleasc'd 
to state if it iN a fart that during the last \liree mouths the local officers 
have indicated that thev are not in a position -to grant compensations for 
evacuated families at the rate originallj’ determined by Government.** 

Mr. DEPUTY 8REAKER: I disallow this (|ue«tion. 

Dr NALiNAK8HA 8ANYAL: Under which rule? 
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: In my opinion the question does not arise 
out of the answer. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The question has not got to arise out 
of the answer given. The (jnestion will arise out of the main miestion. 
If you will kindly read rule 3d, vou will, I hope, correct yourself.^ If it 
is held that the answer is given, tteii you have got no other alternatiTe but 
to allow supplementary questions. I submit, ^*<ir, that ns you hnvo not tha 
power to compel the Minister to behave projwly and to prepare the answer 
correctly, you should not intervene in his support. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: 1)t. Sanyal, again you are going beyond 
your jurisdiction. It i^i not a question to help a certain member or a group 
of members. In my ojiinion the question does not arise out of the answer. 
The answer is very clear. 

Rai HA^ENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: On a point of order. Sir. f 
invite vour attention to rule 33 where it is stated “Any memher may put 
a supplemimtary (juestion for the jiurpo.se of further elucidating any matter 
of fact legarding whicli an answer has been given". Sir, only two condi- 
tions aic lequned tf» be fulfilled b\ this rule 33. namely, first there muat 
be a (juestion iclating to a matter of fact, and secondly, that the question 
b(‘en answeii*d. Ilut, Sir, it does not require that a supplementary 
question has got to arise out of the answer that is given. It must only 
relate to a (juestion of fact, — a question which has been answered. So I 
respci'tfullv draw nout attention, before you maki* your ruling final to the 
effect that a supplementarv question must ari.se out of the answ'er given, 
to th»* w()rd> ol rule 33 where yon will find it clearly staled that tlie only 
condition that has got to he fulfilled regarding the subjcct-inutter is that 
a supphuiieiitary (juestion must relate to the fact in a question that has 
been askefl, and it will aiise only if an unsw'er has been given. The rule 
docs not say that it ha^ got to arise out of the answiT given. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Mr. Rui (’haudhuri, you have seen the 
question and \ou have s(*(*n the au.swer too. The ansW(‘r is irategorical. 
The answer is “It is r(‘grett(‘d that (his information cannot he supplied in 
the inteT'csts of sf'curitV ' . 1 also refer to the proviso to the rule* which 

you have rt*t(‘rn*d to where it i.s stated that “Provided that the Spe*aker 
shall di.sallow any .supfilementarv question if, in his opinion, it infringet 
the rules as to the suliject-inatter of question.s”. 1 hold that inen>he*r(i ar® 
entitled to ])Ut su])plemeiitarv (juestions to elicit information. Hut the 
answer hen* is very ch‘ar and 1 cannot allow any cross-examination on the 
answer that has been given. 1 can help the mernb«*rs of this 11 ou.se if it 
is lield that this answer is inadeiiuale, or the answer is not sufficient. In 
that ca.s** I am jirepared to help the members. There are also other provi* 
sions for the protection of the lights of the raemhers of the House and if a 
proper motion is moved, I am here to help memhers in a proper way, but 
I cannot allow questions which do not, in my ojiiiiion, ajrise out of the 
answer given. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Ma> 1 invite your attention to rule 
iMiy The jirovi.so to rule 33 that \(»u have druwui uttentiou to circiiinHcnhea 
the j)OW(‘is of the Speaker to disallow ans supplementary ouestiorv-erfid limit 
the same to cases only when it infringes tlie niles as to the .subject-matter 
of (juestions: otherwisi* n<»t If you disalltm’ a question on any other 
ground, 1 am entitled to disobey you. You have a right to di.sallow a 
question oiiK when it infringes the rules. Thy provi.so entitles you to di»» 
allow a question t>ut not to act as Hitler. Your powers are limited and if 
you exc(*ed vour powers, I may exceed m\ jiowers. AYliat will be the posi- 
tion then I" Therefore 1 submit that yofl .should not^exercise your pow'er« 
in an arbitrary manner and disallow my queMtion. (Interruption.) It is 
not a matter of joke, it is a question of oiy privilege as iquch as it, in tkn 
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right of the Speaker or the Chair. I submit that my duty to the Speaker 
or the Chair is as sacred uh your duty to the House and to myself. If you 
are not prepared to respee^t the privileges of the House 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: How does that question arise? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. You have disallowed my question with- 
out any authority. You have got to exercise your right under certain 
conditions. If you do not exercise your right within the rules, then I am 
not bound by your ruling. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: If you are of that opinion, you have a right 
to disobey the Chair. So far as the supplementary question is concerned 
J have disallowed it. 4 

Dr. NALiNAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reft ‘rence to answer (ft)(r'), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if it is a tact ^ 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: There is no answer to {h)(r). 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I am referring io (juestion (M(r). 
Will the Flon’ble Minister be pleased to state* if it is a fact that a number 
of families that were evacuated have not ree eived the caimpensation ? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: You have already put that question. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, a number of families that were 
evacuated did not receive any compensation during the last three months. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Please repeat your question. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: With reference to (juestion (?>)(r), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the (Jovernment are 
aware that during the last three inoutlis a number of families that were 
evacuated have not been paid any compensation for the forcible evacuation 
from their homesteads? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: You have not followed the spirit of the 
reply given. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: 1 am not here to follow the spirit of 
the reply; nor are you. 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 have to see whether the supjdementary 
question is in order or not. Sujiposing tlu* answer comes again in tlie .same 
manner that lie has nothing more to add, in that way do you tliink that I 
should allow .supplementary (juestions indefinitely? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: It is not for you to assume wljat answer 
tlie Hon’hle Minister may give. I suhniit. Sir, that you cannot help the 
Minister in that way. ( an you C(unpel or direct the Minister to give proper 
answers? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: No. It is no use arguing, 1 think. I have 
disallowed the question. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: A supplement ary question, Sir. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes, Mr Roy. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Before putting my supplementary 
question. I wmuld like to suhmit that if you igo through the answers given 

b\ the present Ministry you will find that they (A Voice: Is that a 

supplementarv question!?) It is my privilege to make my submission to 
the Chair and I want to do so. 

Mr. DEPUTY SpIakER: 1 have already made it clear that if you have 
any grievance y^u may t^e the proper course under the rules. 
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11 CMAHORA ROY: In view of the answer priven hy the 

Hem Die Minister, would he please tell the House whether it is to safeguard 
the interests of the reactionary Ministry that a proper answer is not given P 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I disallow that question. 

KUNDU: Will the Hon'hle Minister be pleased 
to tell the Mouse how the interests of security' will he affected if the ques- 
tion is replied as to the nuniher of families who have grievances for not 
receiving any compensation y 

The Hon’blo Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERilEA. 1 have nothing further 
to add. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. With reference to question (^)(?)» 
will the Hon 'hie Minister he pleased to state if he is aware that at the time 
the lands w^re acquired crops were ou the lands wljich were destroyed? 

The Hon'ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERilEA: 1 regret that thia 

information also cannot be supplied. 

Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR 8UR: Is it a fact that exactly similar 
questions w'ere answered previously giving particulars? 

The Hon'ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERilEA; I am not aware. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL! With reference to question {h)(ni), 
will the Hon’hle Minister he please<l io state if any separate valuation was 
made of agricultural lands and homesteads in the matter of payment of 
(‘ompensatioii ? 

The Hofi’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERilEA; 1 suhmii that ihb 
question does not arise. 

(Mr. Deputy Speaker then called the next question.) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; I am still ou my legs. Why do you 
call the next qu(‘stion ? Will the Hon’hle Minister 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Is your supplementary question in connec- 
tion with starred (juestion No. 74? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Yes 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER; I cannot allow that. J have already called 
the next (luestion. I hojic you will allow the husiness of the House to 
<(nitinue. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: 1 liO)>e you will allow me to put ray 
s upplciiicn t a l y quest ion . 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have pa^Hed ovci to the next question. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I was <m rny legs and you were l(H)king 
«t me all the time. Yet, \ou called the next question. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I thought it dcs irahle to pass over to the 
next question. ' 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Minister 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I have fini''lied with question 74 

Or. NALINAK8HA SAnVaL: But I luiwe not finisheil. It is an 
important question. 

. s 

Khan Bahadur^ MOHAMMED ALi:*Sir, he is Routing the authority 
of the Chair and obstructing the business of the House. He should* ^ 

named. 
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Mr« DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, please. That is a matter for me^to 
decide. 

Dr. Sanyal, I hope you will allow me to carry on the business of the 
House. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir^ 1 stand on my rights to put 
supplementary questions and if I am within the rules and if you infringe 
the rules, 1 have every right to put further supplementary questions. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, the.se remarks are very unfair. 
If >ou insist on doing tliis in spite of my repeated warnings, I will have to 
proceed according to the rules. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: On a point of privilege, Sir. I would 
like to know from you, Sir, whether we are to be guided by replies to very 
important questions like this where the Hon’ble Minister will give a reply 
that he cannot answer* the question on the plea of public secufity. When 
there are important Questions, when there are questions of vital importance 
which concern the life and death of security pnsfuiers, are we to he guided 
by flimsy replies like this? 1 should like to know that from you. Sir. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. (IhoMe, you know very well that I am 
absolutely helpless in this matter. Under the rules you know very well 
I cannot compel Government to give answers to your liKing or to anyhody’s 
liking. When answers are not proper and you think you have a grievance 
then* are jirovisions hy which you can take neces.'»ar} action. So it is not 
for me t(» see whether proper answers are given or not. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: 1 re*<pectfully how to \nnr ruling. It 
is my matter, not yours. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, I have finished this question 
and I have passed on to the next. The question started ]'> minutes before 
and ill my opinion the question should have l>een finished and I thought 
it projier to pass uu to the next. I hope you wdll allow me to go on normally 
with the business of the House. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Even wheu you can give no protection 
against replies of that cliaracter from that side^ 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Well, Dr. Sanyal, if jou have any grievance 
you will see me in my Chamber and 1 w’ill decide. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I am not going to see anybody in his 
Chamber. 

On a question of privilege. Sir. You have stated that members ask 
questions and the Ministers unsw'er and the Chair has no authority or right 
to direct the Minister to answer properly in a certain wav. You have said 
you are helpless in this matter. If that is so, the privilege ot the House 
requires that if you are helpless in directing the Minister to answer in a 
proper way, then you must allow' the members to seek (o get proper answers. 
When you are helpless against such wanton callousness or arbitrary replies 
qn the part of the Minister, it is <q)eii to the members to put further supple- 
mentary ^"estions and it is for you to give pr«)tccti()n to the members and 
not to the Minister. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have allowed you to put supplementary 
questions, A certain number of supplement a^'y questions were put. Now 
you have got other jiroteetious, if you are not satisfied with the answers. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir. we have none against the (,liair. 
Therefore, 1 have to submit to your decision but }ou are creating a prece- 
denf which is most dangerous. That is why I am protesting when the 
Minister says, “J refuse to answer". 
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have not jjot any power. 

Mr. SANT08H KUMAR BA8U: May 1 just make a personal appeal 
to you, SirJ' It is extremely painful for us, particularly when you are in 
the Chair, to take up an attitude which mijrht appear to he obstructive 
or in any way insolent to the Chair. At the same time, Sir. 1 implore you 
in the name of the privilege of the Opposition that you will kindly allow 
questions to be put by way of supplementaries if those (|uestions are with- 
in the purview of the rules. Our submission is this and it is supported by 
|be practice that has been fcdlowed in this House, that if these supplementary 
questions arise out of the questions which have been put by the members, 
then they are admissible. If the Hon’ble Minister thinks that he cannot 
or is not in a position in the public interest to give a reply it is open to him 
to say so. At the same time I take it — 1 was not here at the time the thing 
started — that you will kindly allow Dr. Sanyal or any other member to put 
supplementary questions and leave them to the Mii^ister to dei’ide how he 
answers them or whether he .should answer them at all Hut the denial of 
the right to put supplementary questions which do relate to the subioot 
matter of the original question is. I submit, not warranted uiidt*r the rules. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: If you reull\ insist to go on wiih supi)le- 
mentary questions on this ([uestion the onl> one course that is left to mo 
is to liold over the question which .1 do now and ]»ass on to the m‘\i question. 

Deaths in flood-affected areas of Midnapore distriot. 

•75. Mr. I8WAR CHANDRA MAL: (//) Will the llon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Cublic Health and Loi-al Self-Hovernment Department 1>« 
pleased to lay on the Table, a statement showing up to August, HMd, since 
the cyclone on the Kith October, KM2 — - 

(i) the numh(‘r of deaths from cholera and dNsmittu v in the saline flriod- 
affected areas of the Midnapore district ; 

(it) the number of deaths from fever in the same area; 

(tii) the numl»er of temjiorary hospitals with medical staff and medicine 
(‘stahlishe<l, if any, in the same area; and 
(/r) the name of the [)lace where they have been opened!^ 

(o) 1.*' it a fait 

(}) that a Ncrious s|N*cial type of fever in the form of ♦•pidemie has lieen 
pievahuit in Iwrt^ of jKilice-station.s (Jontai, Khejre<‘, Sutahati, 
Namligiam, district Midnapore; ami 
(//) that in tlie rural aieas the dead bodii^s are not licing burnt for want 
of Mitlicient helpers and are lieing thrown away? 

\c) If the answer to {ft) is in the uilirmative, N\ill the llon'ble Minister 
be pleasctl to state the slej»s taken by the (loveinment to tai^kle the Hitiiaiioii ? 

id) If no steps have yet been taken, is thi‘ Hon’lile Minister considering 
the (le>iruhilily ol taking juojkt steps to meet the medical imhmI of the rural 
areas referred to in clause {h)il)y 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hc^.Hile Klian 
Bahadur Mauivi ilalaluddin Ahmad): Cholera 2,7Ki ami (ivsentery 

98d. 

ill) Cever 7,547. 

KiV) 48. 

(ic) A ‘'tatem^nl is laid on the Library Table. ^ 

{fi){i). No. After the cycb»iie a s<*vere foim of malaria broke out in the 
saline flood -affw ted areas. • 

iii) No. 
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(c) The followinf^ measures were laken to tackle the situation: — 

(1) One Athlilional Civil Surgeon was appointed to supervise the work 

of the temporary hospitals. 

(2) Two Spedal Assistant l>irectr)r8 of Public Health were appointed to 

sijfiervise the jweventive work. 

(t‘l) flesides (> departmental doctors, fiO tempoiary doctors, 60 compound- 
ers, 4 Sanitar^^ Inspectors. 40 Health Assistants and 2 I^dy 
JiKK^ulators were also s|)e(dally eiigage<l. 

(4) Seventy-six sets of unit boxes fully e(iuipj>ed with medicines, drugs 

and disinfectants were sent to the affected areas bv Director of 
Public Health. 

(5) 667 llw. of (juinine were supplied l)y (Government in addition to 

2,000 lbs. of (juinine supplit^d bv His Excellency the (ioveruor from 
tbe Helief Fund. 

(d) Does not arise. , * 


New post of Deputy Surgeon-General (Stores). 


*7S. Mr. MIAN ABDUL 

charge of the Public Health 
pleased to state — 


HAFIZ. (/It ^V ill the Hon’ble 
and I/ocal Self-( jo\ ermuent De 


Minister 

partment 


in 

be 


(() whdhtT II new |«.st called (lie |)e|nitv Sut(fe(.n-(ieneral (StnreM Lao 
recently b(‘en sanctioned by (Goveniinent : 

(ii) whether the appointment to that [M»st has been made; 

(lit) what are tli(‘ functions attached to the new post; 

(n*) whether blankets and pieee-eloths and various other nHcssities of 
life for distribution to tbe various Famine Relief Hospitals and 
also for distribution to the ilestitute peojile have been purchased 
through tlie agency and function of the said oflicer; 

(i’) \ilio are tbe contractors chosen for the siipplv of aliovementioned 
articles; 

(ri) the amount of contracts allotted to each of them; 

(rri) how they were selected; and 

(r/if) how many of them are {A) Hindus, (ID Muslims and (C) Scheduled 
Castes? 


{h) Is it a fa(’t that ( onimunul Ratio Rules have not been observed in 
•electing tbe eontrai’toi'N for the supple of the ahoveineiitioned articles? 

(c) If the answer to {h) is in the atfirmutive, is tlu‘ HorChle Minister con- 
sidering the desirability c»f observing the (\nnniunal Ratio Rules in selecting 
tbe contractors? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahadur Mauivi Jalaluddin Ahmad): (u)(rKand (;/> Yes. 

(n/) His duties are to buy medical stores and other equipment for 
hospitals administered by (Governineiil and to distribute them to these 
hospit a • rei] ui red . 

(iv) He fully buys blankets and cloths, etc., for use in hospitals but not 
for gtuieral distri]uiti<in to (testitutes. 

(r), (vi) and {mi) A statement is laid on ihe Library Table. 

{ni) (\uitra(ds were allotUuI to any good and reputabU firm which was 
able to supply prompfly in kirge quantities at reasonable rates. 

(h) anil (< ) No Coirmunul Ratio Rules have been promulgated to govern 
the selection of contractors, but contracts are allotted as fairly aa possible 
among 'the different comi^\uniiies and those who offer reasonable rates. 
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Messing arrangement for pupils and nursing staff in Oampbell HospitaU 

^77* Kazi ABUL MA8UD: Will the Ilon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Public Health and liocal SelMiovernmeut Department be pleased to state — 

(а) whether tliere is any messing arrangement Imth for the pupils and 

senior nursing sUill in the Campbell Medical Hospital; 

(б) if so, by whom this arrangement is made; 

whether fTovernment (“ontributes Rs.lH j>er head per month for the 
messing of pu])il niir>es and Ms.. *12 p»T head per mouth for the 
membeis of the senior nursing stuff as messing (diarge and the same 
<|uality oi food is supplied to all; 

(d^ wliether the two w«»men menials appoiiited for the nurses’ quarters 
ar(‘ supplied food free id' charge by the liiidy Nursing Super- 
intendent ; 

(c) whether any com plaint has been received alnuit the ]»ad quality of 
food ‘supplied in this mess; and 

(/) whether any audit or cheeking of the mes.^iu^ account is made by the 
Hospital Authority? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahadur Mauivi Jalaluddin Ahmad): (u) Yes. 

(h) The messiug arrangement was so long in the hands cd" a contractor. 
Bui reeenll\ the liiidy S\i])eriutendeiit of Xui>iiig has tak«*u over the charge 
<d cattTing- 

(d The pupil nurses an‘ |)uid Ks IS per month each for diet allowanire 
and old seheim‘ <tatl uurM>N p-t He I ptu h(‘a(l pt‘r ditun. Tlu* same quality 
oi foo<] sujt])lied to all umho (he ih‘\\ rutiM'ing airuugemeut. 

This piactiic has leeently been stopp<*d. 

Yi“>, a ((»m plaint was reeiMVi'd l)y the Supt*rintendent 

(/) No. ' 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: With reft »rence to answer (/), will the 
Hon 'hie Mini-'ter please tell tlu' House wliat action has been taken on the 
< onqilaint ? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: The Lady Superintendent is no 
longei in oiiioe and better arrangements have been made for messing. There 
is no further complaint. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: My informatiiui is that there has bexm 
a complaint and 1 want to know whether any action has ja-eii taken on that 
complaint ? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: What complaint? Complaint 
about mes.sing? 

. Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Yes, about the quality of foml. 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: The eompl^iint was about the 
management by the Ladv Doctor and she is no loug(‘r there. New arrange- 
ment has l>een made and there has been no further complaint. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister please tell 
us whether the House can take if that the liudy Superintend'*^ has been 
driven out? ^ 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: She is lui li>n(f.‘r in Hnrvioe. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: With reference to answer (/), will the 
Hon'ble Minister he plea-sed to toll the House whether the (ioverninent is 
going to check and audit the accountn of messing?' 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: There«has not been any such 
complaint about the auditing or checking of accounts of messing. 
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Mr, OHARU CHANDRA ROY: My question is whether Goveminenl 
is going to check the accounts of messing. 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Unless there is a specific com- 
plaint Government is not going to do that. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Whether there is a complaint or not 
is not my question. My question is whether Government is going to check or 
audit the account of messing? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Unless there is any specific 
comi)hiiiil (jovernment does not propose to take action. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon'lde Minister be pleased 
to stale whether Government inonev is spent in messing and whether 
G(»vernin(*nt is going to check and audit those accounts? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Government, as 1 h^ve already 
stali'd, pay the nurses iftider training Us. 18 per month and the staff nurses 
lie. 1 j)er diem and the\ are to make their own arrangements as they think 
best. So long a contractf»r ha<l been doing all lh(‘se things and tlie Lady 
Superintendent who is no longer in office took uj) the matter in her own 
w'ay. The new arrangeirienls that have been niadi* by the nurses them- 
selves are Hatisfartor> . 

Training of Indian girls as nurses in Campbell Hospital. 

•78. Kazi ABUL MA8UD: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department he i>leased to state 
whether it is a fact that nursing class has been started this year for the train- 
ing of the Indian girls in the Uampbell Medical Hospital? 

(/;) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state by whom the selec- 
tion for admission is made? 

(c) Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) how many girls have been sele<‘ted for this class since its inception ; 
and 

{ii) how' many of them are — 

(1) Muslims, 

(2) Caste Hindus, 

(8) Scheduled Castes, 

(4) Indian Christians, and 

(5) Other minority communities? 

{(1) Is it a fact that the up[)licatious from candidates other than Indian 
Christians an* not entertained? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahadur Mauivi Jalaluddin Ahmad): Yes. 

(h) Under the rules preliminary selection is made by the Lady Superin- 
tendent of Nursing wliiidi requires confirmation by the Superintendent of the 
Hospital. 

{(') (i) 80 in two batches, 

(c) (ii) (1^) Muslim 1. 

(2) Cast^llindiis If). 

(8) Scheduled (histes 
(4) Indian ('hristians 12.'* 

(5^ Other minority comnninities — Nil. 

id) No. 

Mr. OHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state how many girls ^can be taken every >ear for training of nurses? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Thirty 
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Mr. OHARU CHANDRA ROY: Is tliat <he maximum number P 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDOIN AHMAD : Yes, maximum. 

Deaths in KaslM and Buriohang polioe-^ations in Tigiparaa 

Mr. MAQBUL HOSSAIN: (a) Will the Hon'hle Minister in charge 
of the Public Health and Local SelMiovernment Department be pleased to 
state — 

(i) the number of persons that died in each of the union of Kasha and 
Burichang jiolice-stations in the district of Tippera from Ist May 
to dLt lieccniher, month by month; and 

(//) the numher of deaths tha< took place within those two thanas of the 
said unions during the months of 1st May to dlst IXn emlH^r, 1942, 
month hy month? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister lie jdeased to state whether any record has 
been kept regarding death due to starvation? • 

(c) Tt ^< 1 . ulll ilie llon’hle Minister be jdeased to state the number thereof 
from Nt May to -‘ilst December, 194^? 

id) If no rc(oid lias been kejit. Mill the ilon'ble Minister be [ileased to 
state the reasons thereof? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahadur Mauivi Jalaluddin Ahmad): and {id Tmo separate state- 

ments are laid on the Library Table. 

ih) No. 

(r) Does not ari.se. 

id) The register of d(*aths prescribed under the Birth and Death Regii^tra- 
tion Act doe*' not contai« any sm h heading us “Starvation” among the 
specified causes of death. Moreover, no one except a qualified doctor can 
certify ^taT'^atlou to be the cause of death. 

Post Of Professor of Ophthalmic Surgery, MedictI College, CMeutUu 

(When Question No. HO w'as called.) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, it will take some time. If you 
arc preVared to extend time for Kupplementury (juestions. then this question 
may be taken up 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER; Yes, two or three minutes. 

*80. Mr. SHAMED ALI: (oi Will the Uon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Public ilealth and Local SelMiovernment (Medical) Department be 
pleased to .state whether the jiost of the Professor oi Ophthalmic Surgery, 
(’alfutta Medical CVdlege, is going to be vacant soon? 

ih) If the answer to (a) i.s in the affinnati\e. M ill the Jion’ble Minister 
be pleased to .state* — 

(?) Mhat steps he is gfiing to take t(> fill u|> the vacancy; 

{ii) M'hether there is a coiitem|>latioii of ajq«>inting an I.M.S. officci to 
the jiost ; 

(ill) whether (jualified iiersons with adequate foreign degreeh ' 48 i*d long 
exjierience in ophthalmological work of a high order imd tea( hing 
exjwwience in ophthalmology' are available; and 
(ir) whether the usual custom hitherto follower] of lemixirarilv filling up 
the vacancy by the l>est jier.^on from the senior visiting staff of 
the Eye Hospital is going to Ik* adopted pending the j)errnanent 
ajqiointment l»y open advertisement? * ^ 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister lie pleased to lay o» the Table a compara- 
tive statement showing the academic qualifications, special work, hospital 
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«an)erieuce and teanhing experience in ophthalmology of the proposed I.M.S. 
officer and the senior visiting officers who are working in the Eye Hospital 
mi present? 

Khtn Sahib HAIilOUODIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahadur Mauivi Jalaluddin Ahmad): (a) The post fell vacant on the 18th 
May, 1944. 

(h) (i) and (h) The post is reserved for a British member of the Indian 
Medical Service under the “Reserved Post” Rules relating to that Service. 
Captain Somerset, i.m.s., has accordingly been appointed thereto. 

(lit) and (iv) Do not arise. 

'{(:) A statement is laid on the Library Table. 

Dfi NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will tlie Hou’ble Minister be pleased 
to slat<‘ if this post has specifically been reserved for British Member of 
the Indian Medical Service or the number has only been reserved in the 
total number of reserved posts in the Medical College and elseAvhere? 

Khon 8flhib^HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: This post has specifically been 
reserved for the British Member of the Medical Service. 

Dfa NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that tor a number of months this post was held 
hy an eminent Surgeon — a Muslim vSurgeon ? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Yes 

Dfi NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Munster he pleased 
to state if it is a ta(‘t that <’ompared to th(‘ {jualiticutions and popularity of 
that Indian Surgeon, the (jualifications and popularity and efficiency in work 
of Captain Somerset are comparatively poorer? 

Khun 8uhib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: It is 3 (|uestion of opinion 
whether one is more popular or less ])opulur. 

Dfi NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what special Ophtlialniu* (|ualifi( ations and experience Captain 
Soinersid hud and wdiat length of experience he possessed in the art? 

Khtn 8thib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: 1 have nothing furtheiv to add 
to my answer (c). 

Dr« NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: W^ill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state w'itli reference to the statement laid on the Librars Table that the 
length of experience of this Surgeon is not stated therein? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Yes. length ot service is given 
there. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Questions over. The Bengal Finance Bill, 
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The Bengal Finanoe Bill, 1944. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
l>eg to introduce the Bengal Finance Bill, UH4. 

(The Secretary thiMi read the short title of the Bill.) 

The Hon’ble Mr. VUL8i CHANDRA C08WAMI : Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
I beg to move that the Bengal Finance Bill, 1944, be taken into oonsidera* 
ition. 
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As has been explained in the Statement of Objects and Reasons the 
object of this Bill is to extend, up to the 31st March, 1948, the operation 
of the enhanced rates, introduced by the Bengal Finance Act, 1943, in 
respect of the following taxes: — 

(1) Entertainments Tax, leviable under section 3 of the Bengal Amuse- 

ment Tux Act, 19‘.i2 (Bengal Act V of 1922); 

(2) Totalisator Tax, leviable under section lo of that Act; 

(3) Betting Tax, leviable under section IS of that Act; and 

(4) Llectiicit\ Duty, leviable under secti(m 3 of the Bengal Electricity 

Duty Act, 193”) (Bengal Act X of 1930). 

It will be recalled that the Bengal Finance Act, 11)43. \vus enacted by 
the (iovernoi dm mg tlo' period of o})eration of section 93 of the (lovern- 
inent of India Act m this province between the 31st of March and the 24th 
of April, 1943. 

In terms of sub-section (•/) ot sc(‘lion 93 of the (io\ernmcnt of India 
Act. 193), tlic Bengal Finance Act, 1943, will ccasc to have (‘ffcid on the 
expiry of tNiK) years irom the date of termination ofithe section 93 jieriod. 
In other words, tlic enhanced rates introduced by that Act will, unless 
n‘-(‘nacted liy the Legislature, cease to be ellective after the 24th April, 
194:). 

The House is well await' tliat the disparity between our t'xjicnditnre and 
revenue has assunn‘d colossal dimensions as a result of the acute food 
sliortag)' and its att«‘rniath which we have had to attack on four diffi'rent 
fronts corrt'sponding to (he fom budgi't heads of Famine, Civil Sup]»lies, 
Agriculture and I’liblic llt'alth \Vv liave iiad to apjuoacdi tlie (Vntn* time 
and again i(ir lai j^t'-scab' financial a'*sistance to cnalile us to caiTy on. It 
will lie readily apjucciatei] tiiat in these circumstances there can bi* no 
(jiiesfion oi our guing uji the additional ie\t‘nuc which is bt'ing brought 
in by tlo' I'diiance .\ct, 1943. It is ]>ro]>os(Ml tbcrtdorc to continue 

the piovisioiis of the existing Act till the 31st of March, 194S. 

Sii. 1 coinnn'iid in\ motion itir acceptance by tin* House. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, liefoie the Bill Hmun )m> proceeded 
witli. miiN 1 ii")* (Ml a jxMnl of ordiT and invite your attention to tlie circu- 
lated Bill ’wliich we liuM* licet) i.)\our<‘il with pariiciilarlv to pa^*(' 2 of wlueh 
tl](* niaifiinal noti* against (dausc 2 ndeis to Bengtil Act X of 193.') Sir, 

I liiid that IS not coiisistmit \sith the <‘ont»*nts cd (be clause. It is some- 
thing diilcuMit^ Sii. I also lind that against claiist' 3 tin' marginal note 
ri'tcrs to lh‘iic.il .\( t \’ ot 193,). That ictcis to an cntirtdy dilfcient jiKaisuD', 
namely, the Beiical Alluvial Land (Amendment) Act ot 193.'). In iho 
cin umstance^ 1 siilmiit that wc the members bavi* not Immmi supplied with 
corri'ct eojMes of diatt Bill and in the cireunistances 1 would t«*sp)'et full v 
submil that iIkmc hu' bctoi an ini liimcnienl ot the Iuh’^ of tin- Assembly and 
as tlie ie<|Ui''ile noiice tor this is not in j)oss<*s,sion of mcinlxu's, flu* Bill 
may be bidd omm- till l oricct copa's aie sU])j)licd. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER! Those an* in tin* maiginal notes. The Bill 
is all right. « 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Then :ir.‘ (.'iliiin iiiisdii'cctiniiN m llic 
not)'., wliicli I Irie.l In find out. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: You leave (hat 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: lIo» ean I leave that;' The"'7till i., 
there. , 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI (HANDRA COSWAMI: I admit that there 
i.s a printing mistake in the marginal note agfiinst clause 2, It ought to 
read as Bengal Act V of 1922, but that can be correi^cd. ft is a printing 
mistake which ha.% unfortunately crept in and I apologise for the fact that 
thi.s had escaped my notice. » 
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Dr« HALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: What about clause 3F It is stated 
there “Bengal Act V of 1935“ which is Bengal Alluvial Lands (Amend- 
ment) Act of 1935. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: It should be Act 
X. I mad<‘ no mistake in referring to the relevant Acts in my own speech. 
In the printing J am afraid there has been a mistake. Even the Bengal 
Gov(‘rrimejit IVess W'hicli is known for its high standard of work is capable 
of occasional mistakes. (I)r. Naunaksiia Sanyal: It may be a mistake 
on lh(‘ |)art ot Government draftsmen!) I submit. Sir, tliat thi.s can be 
corrected under the rules. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Let the (liair give its ruling. 

. Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: That can be corrected. WV shall now take 
up tli(‘ amendments. Yes, Mr. Ilutta. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Mr. ])(‘puty Speaker, Sir, 1 beg to 
move that the Bengal Finance Bill, 1944, be circulated for the purpo.se of 
eliciting opinion t}ier(^)n by the dlst March, 1945. 

Sir. the object of the Bill is to impo.se further taxation in respect of the 
Bengal Amusements Act and the Bengal Electricity Act of 1935. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, 1 should not be misunderstood so far 
as the Amusement Tax is concerned. I am in favour of the increment, but 
I am opposed to the increment on difl'eront grounds. W'e cannot support 
' this G(j^vernm(‘nt for the purpose of imposing any taxation. It is clear, 
Sir, that the taxation has been necessary because this Government has been 
spending lavishly on account of the war. It is quite certain, Sir, that the 
tux which wdll be imi)osed will not be .sj)ent for the improvement of the 
nation-building departments. Jf Government can give a guarantee that the 
tax wdll be raised for the Bengal Electricity Duty a.s well as for the Bengal 
Amusements Duty not on account of the wai but th.it the money tliat will 
be obtained w ill be spent on nation-building departments, 1 can support 
this Bill. Biit as Goverufiient will not be jirepiired to give' an\ guai’antee 
that the money wdll be spent on nation-building departments aiid as this 
money will be spent for w-ar purpo.ses, 1 oppose this Bill. Gn these grounds, 
Sir, i move this amendment that the Bill be (‘iii'ulated for the jiurpose of 
eliciting public opiniiiii thereon by the 31st March. 1945. 

Sir, 1 have got another ground. This Governnumt is not a popular 
Government; it does not represent the people of Bengal. As it is not a 
popular Government and it does not represent the people of Bengal, I am 
opjiosed to any taxation measure s})onsored by this llovernmeiit . On this 
ground also, Sir, I move this amendment that the Bill be circulated for the 
purjiose of eliciting public' opinion thereon. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, in rising to siijiport the motion 
moved b> my Dt'put\ la‘ader for circ'ulating the Bill with a view to elicit 
])ublie opinion thereon by tlu‘ 3lst March, 1945, 1 have to invite the atten- 
tion of the House to certain very impoitant matters that ought to have 
l^een examined before a taxation measure of this type was ])laced on the 
legislative anvil. 

The first thing that- I invite your attention to is the fact that this taxa- 
tion was introduced at a time when the (iovernor of Bengal assumed jmw^ers 
under .'.vTiion 93 of the (iovernmeiit of India Act. and this Bill had never 
had the sanction of this Legislature at any time far less the approval of 
the public oiit.side. It is iberefore meet and proper that this Bill ought to 
be passed after due consideration by the House and due examination of the 
implications of the variou.s measures by the public outside. It will be 
Boticed, Sir, that assent to this Bill was given by the Governor on the 15th 
April, 1943*-l mean ^rhe Bbngal Finance Act, 1943 — to w’hich this Bill 
seeks to give a longe*- life, and, Sir, the liegislature ought to be given 
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greater opportunity than ih sought to be given to it by merely trying to 
give an extension of time to the measure, because we have to examine the 
implication of the various clau.ses of the Bill. 

My second reason for supporting the motion for circulation for eliciting 
public opinion thereon is that the public of Bengal generally and this House 
in particular have a right to know the real state of affairs regarding the 
financial position of the province and the Jjegislature also has a right to 
demand a full picture about tlie expenditure and reveniu* of the province 
at this stage when we are going to l>e saddled with additional taxation. I 
have never heard of a taxation measure being us.sented In by the Legislature 
without any materials befoie it regarding the ditlleulties and deficiences 
of public funds and revenues. Tin* present (iovenumml takes niany things 
as assumed and here the\ liavi‘ assumed that the province will he thrown 
into bankruptcy if arrangement is not made to provide ^lovernment with 
funds. But it is up to them to make out a case by aetual facts and figures 
showing whether it has not beiui jiossihle for them and*it will not be possiblo 
for them in the near future to adjust the expenses of the province within the 
rev(*iiues otherwise leviable without recourse to this present measure of 
taxation. Therefore. Sir as the.se figures have nof been miule available, 
it is meet and proper that this Bill .should be cireulnfed for eliciting public 
opinion thereon. 

We must also know the commitments of the present Government. If 
this Bill is going to he operative for some number of years in future, it is 
not merely the present state of affairs or finances but also the probable 
implications of the ]\r(‘sent (iov«*rnincnl ’s action on the future financial 
jiositioii of the province, have also got to he placed for examination Ixdon* 
the Legislature. 

In the third }duee, Sir. I suhinit that this measure was originally intioid- 
ed deliberatelN to have a .slioit lib- of two years. Tliai short life of '2 years 
was provided for with a deli})crafc intention of not going beyond the limit- 
ed period of emergent c\jMMiditure and. Sir, that cmerg^oicy ina\ be still 
continuing But vc ar. n«»t in a position to know how during that emer- 
genc> the financial ])f»sinnii nf this piovince has hecn handli'd in a manner 
tiiat would instifv furthei c intinnanceMd 4he tax(‘.s (hat are covered by the 
present incasuie. ’ The limilaHon <d (wo vears was also to enalde the Li'gis- 
lature ami (lie eoiintrv to examine and revi<'w tfie position after that period 
afresli regarding the financial condition as well as the burden of the measure. 
TheOne paiticular thing which every Legislature wants to know in connec- 
tion with a taxatifm mea.siire is what ha.s been the yield of ilie taxes and 
wliat has been the expenditure involved in collecting the tax, or in other 
words we want to know whether tliese taxes are being eolleetml at an 
abnormal ex]Mmditure and wlu-tfier this is really leaving a good surplus or 
not. We want to find out whether it is worth going in for that taxation. 
Government have not caied to acquaint this House witli any of these* facts, 
not oti'u to show what total revmme they expect in future, what they had 
got actually in tin* past and what expenditures are involv(»d in collecting 
the taxes. ' There is aKo, Sir, the question of wdiat effect these taxes have 
or will have* on the industries and on the business that are covered by tlo'sc* 
meastire.s. We would like to know from Government definitely wlndlier 
thev have any .statement prepared regarding the effect of theses taxes on the 
various suhiects of taxation, namely, betting, cinema and other anius'f^enfs 
and electricitv development in the province.. In the meantime ’we have 
noticed that wliile Government have denied this H^mse any information on 
these lines which. I .submit, and I hope tlie House will agree to a man, 
would he essential to enable us^to examine this measure, various defects in 
the administration of the fund.s given to the Government during the nenod 
of emergency out of this taxation and otherwise* have^ been revealed. In 
the Audit Report ordering the period 1942*-4d it is «ta*#*d (it is not T»|y 
observation; it is the observation of the Accountant-General, Bengal) that 
the ‘Tood Grains Purchasing Office was created in January., 1943, itnder 
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Ab Directorate of Civil Supplies, Bengal. A total amount of Ks. 50 lakhs 
vat drawn from the office of the Accountant-Cxeiieral, Bengal, to the end 
of March, 1940, and credited to the Personal Ledger Account opened in the 
name of the Food Grains Purchasing Officer for the purchase of rice and 
paddy. The sale-proceeds of the stocks acquired were also credited to that 
account. According to the records ol the Food Grains Purchasing Officer 
the total rec-eipt into the Personal Ledger Acc(mut up to the end ot March, 
1943, was Us. 1,19*40 lakhs and the total exp(*ndituro up to the same date 
was Its. 74*90 iakh8’\ 

Although the instructions of Government were tliat monthly accounts 
of the expenditure should be duly rendered to the Accountant-General, no 
detailed accounts with vouchers for the months up to March, 1943, were 
received from the Food Grains Purcliasing Officer. Only an abstiact account 
of receipts and expenditure for the period ending the 31st March, 1943, 
was received in June, 1943. A local audit ot the Food Grains Purchasing 
Officer’s initial aceouftts up to March, 1943, however, revealfd inter alia 
the following points: — 

(i) Purchases of rice and paddy up to tlie 17th February, 1943, were 
made through selected agents at prices within a range fixed by 
the Directorate. With (dieet I’lom the KStli February, 1943, the 
system of purcha.se through agents was abolished ami the Food 
Grains Purchasing Oflicer was autlioriseil to make purchases 
from the trade as a whole at such jnici's as he considered fair 
and reasonable. Under neither of these systems were any compe- 
titive tenders invited. It could not be vcrifical Irom tlie records 
that pureffiases bad in all cases b(‘eii inaib* at the lowest rates 
obtainable at the time. 

(it) No aileiiuato and comj)rebensive accounts weie kept oi the stocks 
puK’.liasini and issued during the perioil umb'r coiisubuation. 
Such initial recmnls as w(‘ie actually lonnd to lunc been maiii- 
taiiK'd were not well kejit and did jiot indicate* aicuiatc'lv tin* 
actual slock ]) 08 itions at any given date. 

(iii) Issues out of the stock w’ere made to “Piiority eonceriis" like the 
Bengal Uliamber of ('<»nnm*rce, Gov«*riinient oHica's, industrial 
eonceriis, as well as to approved maikets and conti oiled 

shops. Hnt it (‘onld not be asc(‘rtaiii('d wbetlier the (juaiititu's 
isHin‘d to tlie “Priority eon(‘(*rns“ wt*re not. in any I'asf'. m (‘xeess 
of their requin*inents and wliether all the stores were distvil>uted 
among the ultimate eonsiimers h\ the eoncc'rns \Mtliout any 
pioiits by any intermediate agency.” 

Mft DEPUTY SPEAKER: The members ba\e got the books. You 
please reft‘r only to the pages. 

Dr. NALINAKSflA 8ANYAL: You are a.ssuming that members are 
assidmms. Sir, the controlling authority oon.sideied it unnecessary to 
exercise any supervision in tliese eases, as it was telt that “these bodies 
could be trusteil not to indulge in protiteeriiig or other malpraetices”. 

Similar observations ha\e also been made in rt'gard to the Civil 
Defence scheme and some other items under Lxtruonlinarv Charges and 
whivtfTTAs been the result? We find that the (red it oi Bengal with the 
Governim'’nt of India has goiu* extremely low and we aie iaied with a 
very serious situation. •The Public Aecount.s Committee of the Govern- 
ment of India have recently sat and examined the variou.s accounts 
including the Bengal Government’s positi^»n vis-a-vis the Government of 
India’s advances. They have recorded their views. I will only give 
a few extracts froni tliese. They say, “We recognise also that e.ssential 

measures couldonot and cannot possibly be held up for w'ant of budget 
provision, but we would, nevertheless, sound a note of warning against 
tKe danger of the ooptinuance of a tendency to take the approval of the 
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Ijegislature for granted which might possibly outlive the urgency of tlie 
times which gave birth to it. What we desire is not that any 
really urgent measure should be held up for fear of infringing, what may 
be regarded as the fundamental principles of financial control, but that 
Government Departments sliould not be allowed to use the pretext of the 
war for obtaining sanction in the middle of the year to expenditure which 
is not really urgent and which can very well wait for inclusion 
in the normal course, in the budget w'hen it can be discussed by the 
Assembly. On general principle, we view w’ith disfavour the presentation 
of large sup])lementary demands, because this amounts almost to the 
Assembly being forced to endorse, e^-po$t facto, decisions already taken 
and to sanction ex])en(liture already incurred, by the Executive without 
consultation with them.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Those criticisms 

were made with regard to the Governineut of India. 

Dr, NAV.INAK8HA 8ANYAL! Those very criticisms eciually apply to 
your expenditure as well. Such observations w^ere also made on the Ifoor 
of this House during the last supplementary budget discussion. You will 
also notice that similar statements were made in the Rej>ort of the Public 
Accounts Committee ndating to affairs of this Province. The Committee 
recorded; “We note with interest the departure from tradition which 
the opening of the appropriation head. ‘Capital outlay on Rchemee 
connected with the w'ar’ has brought into prominence”. This also applies 
enqually to a similar head in this province. “We understand that since 
the heginning of the.w'ar Government have embarked upon a number of 
activities in the nature of State trading in which large huuih of money 
are exj)ended on purchase and then recovered by sale. F'ollowing tradition 
and th(‘ practice which was followed in thtj last W’ar the debitu 
and credits on this account w’ould have been taken to suspense. Instead, 
these transactions are now account(*<l ^or within the capital accounts. 
The pro(‘e(]ure of financing these activities through a suspense head has 
the disadvantage of enabling the Executive to continue over a series of 
years to .spend huge sums of public money wdtliout so much as bringing 
the matter to the notice of the T/egislatiire or tile Committee on Public 
Accounts. These Ixidie.s learn of it only when the activity has reused, a 
loss lias been ineuried and a vote has to b(‘ taken for debit to revenue. 
They might never learn of it ^at all if th<‘ activity has resulted in a profit. 
In any case that stage is obviously too late for the Legislature or the 
Committee tf> offVr eritieisin of any kind and tliey have virtually no 
alternative hut to vot(* the inonev wdiich has already he(*n spent, 
a procedure is contrary to the fundamental tenets of coiiHtituiionai practice . 

They further go on to say: “We should like, liow-ever, one modification 
in the form in which th(‘se accounts are exhibited in the Ajipropriation 
Accpnnts”. I'his r(dat<‘.s to Government of India accounts; «0 1 will not 
trouble you on that account. 

They state later: “There are two substantial iterns of expenditure 
with the state of the accounts of which we are far from satisfied. The 
first relates to the grants made to provin<‘es for expenditure on War 
Puhlij'it}' with regard to w'hich Audit has been having the greatest 
difficulty in getting its requirements satisfied. We are concer.p^ that 
the accounts of so large an item of expenditure are on so unsatisfactory a 
basis’’. Sir, Mr. Narendra Narayan Chakruvfjrty is smiling; he has 
reasons for smiling. (Mr. Narkndra Narayan CHAKftAVARTY ; Yes, you 
understand them best.) I wofi’t take any noti(^ of it. 

So far as these items are concerned, the second item specifically refers 
to Bengal herself. The Committee goes on to \)bser^ : “It is, however, 
the expenditure •in Bengal on the denial policy and other similar 
measures which has caused us the greatest misgiving. We understand 
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tltat there has been great difficulty in getting any kind of accounts at all 
for this expenditure and such as have been produced do not satisfy the 
standards of Audit’*. How shameful the position is with regard to the 
handling of accounts in Bengal is revealed through this, I believe, very 
clearly. They further go on to say: *‘We do not see any excuse whatever 
for such neglect of elementary financial precautions as we are 
told prevailed in this matter in Bengal and which is one of the causes 
for it now being difficult for any adequate accounts to be produced. All 
that we desire at present is that the Auditor-General should investigate 
fully into the facts of the situation and present to us a report with 
regard to the entire Central expenditure in Bengal which is now held in 
suspense. At the same time, however, we feel it our duty to place on 
record our view th»t if this further investigation reveals that the control 
of the Bengal Government was, through negligence, so lax as to give 
rise to serious doubts as to whether the money was actuallj^ spent on the 
purposes for which it was meant, we shall hold ourselves at liberty to 
recommend that the (Central Government should not accept debits which 
do not satisfy the reasonable demands of Audit”. This is a very serious 
threat which makes us feel rather unha])py over the entire administration 
of the Finance Department of the Government of Bengal which 
has sponsored this measure of taxation. 

Sir, further, as T have already stated earlier, the implication of this 
taxation on various industries and on the objects of taxation has also not 
been properly understood. 

Sir, I would in this connection deal mainly with the electric supply 
industry and the effects thereon of the proposed leVy of electricity duty. 
The electricity duties, the imposition or continuation or enhancement of 
which have now been sponsored through this measure — this (juestion is 
intimately linked up with the question of the Government poli(*v regarding 
electricity develojiment in Bengal. On the one hand, we have been told 
that Government is contemplating nationalisation and (heap suiiply of 
electricity. On the other hand, we are now experiencing measures of 
levying taxes on ele(‘tricity which otherwise would have been available 
cheap. We would like to know exactly what the Government’s position 
is in that respect. T would very much like the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of Commerce and Tiubour to be prcvSent here, but he has left' the rhnmber 
significantly. 

Sir, we had been told nearly seven years ago that the Government’s 
polic^y was a policy of nationalisation of electricity undertakings in this 
province; and this jiolicy was not only announced on the floor of the 
House, but following that announcement the Government hud a]»pointed a 
committee of experts, Messrs. Mertz and McLellan, who were called 
upon to report on the terms of reference on the steps which are nucessary 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: On a p(dnt of older, 
Sir. Is tliis relevant to the subject-matter xmder discussion? Can he raise 
the whole policy of Government? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I am surprisiHl that a parliamentarian 
of some reputation raises this issue on a Finance Bill. 

Mi9e*vDEPUTY 8PEAKERS Order, order. I have been giving full 
attention to his speech. Dp till now he ivS not irrelevant. 

Or. NALINAK8HA sAnyaL: The first term of reference of the expert 
committee' was that it was required to ' consider and make recom- 
mendations with details ol technical administrative proposals and the 
steps which were nei;essary to implement the Government’s decision to 
nationalise electrical undertaking and develop the province’s electrical 
system. That was tLe decision taken. Announcement was made on the 
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'floor of this House and a coraniittee was appointed in 1941 , and it reported 
in March, 1942 . In the month of December, 1944 , however, we are yet 
not aware of what intentions Government have in pfiving effect to that 
declared policy of Government. And, Sir, on the other hand, we find 
that there was certain report in the newspapers published early in November 
which go to show that Government has been trying to shelve" the important 
question of nationalisation altogether, at least with regard to one big or 
rather the biggest electrical undertaking in the province, namely, the 
Calcutta Electric Supj)ly Corporation. I would request through you, Sir, 
the members of the (to\ eminent l^irty who wax eloquent over their policy 
of standing for Puldic Utility eoneerns being transferred to the State 
and who had also given vociferous support to the policy of nationaliaatjoii, 
to realise how the ])()sition now stands with regartl to that declared policy 
of Government in regard to the biggest European managed and British 
financed company. 

Sir, the Government of Bengal appears to have come to a decision in 
that regard on 12th October, 1944. The Bengal Council of Ministers with 
the Governor presiding on that day decided as follows. 

The complete iimleiiaking of the Calcutta Ele(‘tric Supply Corporation 
be transferred to Government in October, 1958, and not on the earliest 
date (d 194<S, when the first right to exercise that ojition of purcliaso 
would accrue’. Jf option is not cx«‘rciscd in 1958, further eqitions will 
occur not at short intervals, but at intervals of ten years, and the jwriod 
of notice will he in ca^ch case three years. At the' present moment the 
Pileedricity Act ])rovide’s tor two ye’ars’ notice only and the agreement with 
the Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation requires the ("alcuttu Corporation 
to give only one yt’ar notice, hut now the heiH'volent Government is 
increasing the period of notii’e to tlinn* years. 

The second point di’cidcd l»y the (’onncil of Ministers supported by the 
Ih’ogrcssivi* Mudim League Parly in the House was that the pur’cliase 
[irice sfiould he has*(l on actual expenditure less depreciation as jiroposed 
!•} .Mcssis, .Mariz and McLcllan and not on the basis of any actual valuation. 

1 am not in a jiosition to know the cxuiT details hin-aust* the 
valuation inoposaU rclcired to h> Messrs. Mertz and Mcladlan are not 
wailahlf to ns It is a scend document, at least k<‘pt si'cret from the 
Ije^islature and probably trom the nn-mhers of Government Party who are 
^o A-ociferoiisly snpjjorting Government measures. It may he that this is 
n the inteiest ot the province; it may not he ho, hut 1 cannot understand 
.\hy a pro]ier valuation should not h<; made independently by Government. 

4’he third point decided was that the term.s and conditioiiH of all future 
•apital to he raised was to he subject to approval by the Provincial 
lovcrnmeiit. 

Tbe fourth was that the machinery f<»r revision of the standard tariff 
vas to he set uji by the Provincial Government. 

The fifth was that the expenditure on capital account exceeding £5,(H1() 
)n any single item during the period of notice wu.s to he subject Uy apjiroval 
)y the Provincial Government. 

Tile sixth item wa.s tliat there should he a scheme for training Indians 
0 bold at least 50 per cent, of .superior posts by the time of frj?fTHn?r 
vhich was to be introduced by the Calcutta Electric Supply CoVporation. 
sir, it is interesting to note in this connection that although this was one 
if the points pressed not only by the departmental Secretary, but also by 
sertain other experts the Council of Ministers ia their ^i.sdom stated that 
ihis need not be a term in the revised agreement ; it may he left to the 
lompany to respect, if they so like. , • r ^ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Is there no time-limit. Can he go 
►n ad infinitum? 
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I know that, but the diflBculty is that there 
in a motion in this ITouse to limit the time. The rules certainly prescribe 
the time-limit. \ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: He cannot go on speaking ad 
in fin il urn for hours together. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, your time is up. 

.Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: If I am talking anything irrelevant, 
you can stop me. 

Khan bahaduf MOHAMMED ALI: He quotfd several passages in 
e.Ttrnso from a book and wasted the time of the House and the members. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Curiously enough this decision was 
based on the note of the Secretary of the Commerce Department, which, I 
presume from certafn evidence that is there in the note* itself, was 
prepared in consultation with the Electricity Commissioner of the Govern- 
ment of India and also the Secretary of the Finance Department. 

(The House was at this stage adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

(After (idjournmsni.) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, I would remind you that there 
are other important Dills,' particularly the Members’ Salary Bill. You 
have already taken half an hour. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I will only reijuire another 45 minutes. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 hope you will be ns brief as possible. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I will go up to 7 o’clock. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, in view of the statement of Dr. Sanyal 
that he wdll take another 45 minutes, is he justified in wasting the time of 
the House K 

Khftn Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: May I know whether he has 
obtained your permission to exceed the 15 minutes time-limit fixed by 
rule 41? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That does not relate to Bills. I have allowed 
him an extra time as there are no more speakers on this motion. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, before 1 proceed, may I humbly 
submit to you that the observation made by the Chief Whi]> of Government 
that I have been responsible for wasting the timt‘ of the House should 
not have been allowed. I hope. Sir, you will not allow vsuch ob8er\’Utiou8 
which throw motives on the members of this House. Sir, if the member 
is so impatient, he is perfectly at liberty to go and vsleep and snore and 
enjoy himself in a cinema hull. ^Ve are true representatives of the people 
and we are serving the people by our study of things, and we do not want 
to waste the time of the House in any way. 

• ifSb not know why the Government sujiporters are vso impatient, hut, 
Sir, I shhll explain how the attitude of Government regarding electricity 
undertakings shows that either the Government have been callously 
indifferent towards the avowed policy o^ nationalisation of electrical 
undertakings in the province, or they have been deliberately and dis- 
honestly handling ^^the situation in a manner that was deluding the 
public in the belief that some tijue or other the Government of Bengal was 
going to possess • and operate the electrical undertakings like the 
Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation. The decisions of the Council of 
Ministers, dated the 12th October, 1944, were somehow or other given 
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publicity to iu a press-not^ that was published on the 4tb November, in 
the Amrita Bazar Palrika, Thereafter, we noticed that a rejoinder was 
sent by the Government on the oth November, which was published in 
which the Government had announced that the (Jovernment of Bengal 
have been coiisiderinj? the question of consolidation of the electrical 
licences of the (’alcutta Electric Suj)ply (\>rporation. They took the plea 
that because the Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation’s present under- 
taking's are covered hv 14 licences, dated differently, and out of which 
some have the option to be terminated in 1948, and the last is not to be 
terminable before l!f80. theretorc. Government was tryinj*" to nejyotiate 
with tlie Comj)any to have an earlier date than 1980. and they claimed 
this to be in the public interest, as they viewed it. Sir. the ))ul)lic must 
know* wliat Government are jfbinjr t(» do actually with rcfrard to the various 
electrical undertaking's. The (iovi'rnment of Ibmg'al either deliberately 
kept back from the public, the actual character of the various undertaking's 
covered by, the Calcutta Electrii* Suj>| dy Cor|)orat|on’8 liceiu’cs, or were 
themselves ig-iiorant 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAH: Sir. he i^ going into tin* merits of the 
question. He is not speaking in favour of (inflating tnis motion for 
eliciting public opinion. He should make out a case why the motion 
should be circulated for eliciting public opinion thereon. He cannot at 
this stage enter into the question of merit. It is not a question of reference 
of the Bill to a Select C’ommittee in which case he could have spoken 
on the question of principle underlying the Bill, and he might have gone 
into the question of Inerit. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, my time is going to be taken away 
in this manner. I, therefore, submit that I shall recpiire more time tlian 
was expected. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER; Oidei, order. I hold that Dr. Sunyal is 
releMvnt up till now. He is not irrelevant. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: The Culcutia Electric Supply Corpora- 
tion’s undertakings arc covered b> 14 licciu'cs, it is true. But, 
Sir, a mere look at the maji (here the member shows the map) which I 
place before the Hou>e for tludr study will show the ureas that are supposed 
to be covered by each of the several licences and the ucfual area that is 
likely to be co\cred, it the Govcinmciit exercise their option in lft48, and 
thereafter, (After showing a map). The red mark here shows (he whole 
area. As you find the red coloured zone is the* area tfiat is likely to he 
taken over in 1948 I'liis area eomjirises the whole of Caleutta, the whole 
of Tollygungc; and if you see another smaller iiia]> which 1 cun show you 
(anotlici map was shown), >oii will find that th<‘ city of (’alcufla with all 
itwS. suiTouiulings are co\cicd by the first h(‘ence of lfhl7, which is (he 
Calcutta Electricity Lieencc ; and if (jo\ci nment exercise their option in 
1948, they would immciiiatcly get into possession of the entire undertakings 
cuveiing not only (’alciitta, l>ut also Tollygungc and Southern Lake area, 
the entire Garden Reach, the South Suburban Municipality, as well as 
Cossipore, Dum Dum and the entire Baranagar area. This is the most 
paying area, and it is absurd to think that the Calcutta Eletdrii* Supfdy 
Corporation can exist, if thi.s red marked area, as you will noli<^ , JtfHwken 
away from them, and the other areas are left over for their administration. 
This area also includes two of the biggest jiower* stations of the (k)mpany. 

It is regrettable, and I 4iave to admit to my shame, to our shame, and 
to the shame of the Government of Bengal, 'that although the Electricity 
Act provides for termination of the licence ajt a t^rticular date of every 
undertaking thal» is given licence of, wdien the Mulajorc power station was 
set up by the Calcutta Electric Supply (^rporatiob 4n 19-18 — that is the 
last one — there was no provision made therein for optfbn to purchase the 
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undertaking at the expiry of some period. And, Sir, why was it done? 
It was done at the time when Mr. Gladding was the Finance Secretary of 
the Government of Bengal, and we find immediately thereafter Mr. 
Gladding was blessed with the position of Chairmanship of that under- 
taking in Calcutta. He retired before his due time of retirement 
and he became the Chairman of that Company. A greater misdemeanour 
on the part of a public servant one could never think of and contemplate. 
Bui the Kiiropeans in Bengal are of a different moral standard. If this 
had liappened in Great Britain, a person of that character would have 
been hounded out of public life, and the Company that was presided over 
by that peraon would have been tabooed in the public field and in the 
'coiniiiendal world. And, what further is happening today? There are 
two Furopean officers, one is the Electricity 'Commissioner of the Govern- 
ment of India, who has been bandliiig this matter in a way on belialf of 
and as a guardian of the (iovernmeiit of India, and the other is Mr. Walker, 
the Finance Secretary. It is found, Sir, that in one of the notes referred 
to • 

Khan Bah^ur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, is it relevant in a motion for 
eliciting public opinion? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKERS I think it is relevant. 

pf. NALINAK8HA SANYALs In one of the notes — probably it is 
confidential, be<'-ause it passes from one European officer to another 
European officer and I shall not mention to whom it is addressed — one of 
the officers writes that he w^as doubtful, if the EuVopeaii officers of the 
])reHent lOlectric Supply (-orporation w'ould be jnepared to work under 
Indian Ministers and Indian administration, and, tlierefore, that was one 
'of (h(‘ groiuids for resisting the idea of Government taking over the 
admirnstration 

Mr. A. F. STARK : NonHense 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I whll be able to [uodiua* the lettei to 
])Ut a stoj) finally to all this shout of “nonsense” if you like. Cnfortunately 
you lnn(‘ not the ('ourage t<i write such nonsense openly and plainl\ . Not 
only that : I hero juid mnv challenge anybody to deny that this Mr. Walker 
when he was District Magistrate of Chittagong wrote a note disapjuoving 
the settlement of khasmalial land to one of the Indian schools wiiidi 
wanted some land on the high land and turning down its re(iuest, b(‘eause 
it was in the European quarters and there was a Euroj)ean officer’s bungalow 
at the top. 

Mr, DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Order, order. That is not relevant. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: But this gentleman is trying to "be 
offensive. nie tell Mr. Stark and his gang that the mischief that the 

European l.( .S. othcers can do i.s more than what Indians can now tolerate. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER; Order, order 

8ANYAL. 1 was not prepared for this. 

Th. Hon%le Mr. TUL8I OHANDRA C08WAMI: Dr. Sanval should 
not be allowed to make all 'these allegations as the officer in question will 
have no opportunity of rejilying. 

tDf. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. Let the Hon'ble Minister reply if he 
can, , 

The Hon'ble Mr,. TUL8l CHANDRA C08WAMI: It is not my business. 
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SANYALs You have heard of the Anti-Pepfgiug 
Bill m South Africa. You have not heard of a similar Bill here. Yet, this 
officer, while he was District Magistrate of Chittagong, wrote on a file of 
the Government 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: No Indian should be given any land in 
European quarters. 

The Hon»ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: I most emphatically 

protest against this. 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order. All that is not relevant. I 
have allowed you suflicient time. I hope you will finish in another three 
minutes. 1 was almost definite that it would be possible to finish this Bill 
today. If I allow you to speak, we shall have to stay very long. I 
thought that you would take only 10 minutes more after the prayer 
adjournment. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: I told you that I would take up to 
7 o’clock. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I <aiim»t allow you so much time. 

Or. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: This is a very important Bill. I 
have only touched electricity so fur. 1 submit that the Bengal Govern- 
ment has in tliis matter signally failed to .stand by their own ])ledge, to 
stand by the declared, intention to the people id’ Bengal and that they 
have been siding with big business foi interests very ditiieult to understand. 

AVitli regard to the electricity undertaking again, 1 will not use any 
materials tliat 1 have in my jiossession us u imunber of the Electricity 
Sul)-Committt‘e ol the l^)^t-war Itecoiistruetijui Ihimmittee, because I am 
afraid that these are not yet maile available to tlie members of this 
House. Materials that I have Irom the Calcutta Corjioration in this 
connection go to show that the Bengal (lovernment not only do not HC(*k 
to helj) the nationalisation of this undertaking, but on the contruiy they 
have also pre\ent(Ml the (Corporation of Calcutta Irom exercising Iheir 
rightful claim to have the undertaking municijialised in case th<‘ Govern- 
ment failed to carry out their own dielaration of nationalisation and I 
suppose that the Government will not be jdayiiig the same old game as 
they playi'd in regard to the ae(iuisition of the Calcutta Tramways by the 
Corjioration. 

The question of limitation of the life of electricity undertakings also 
involves the question of redindion ()f electricity charges and also of 
standardisation of rates and tariffs. These two are in my humhle opinion 
essential pre-re(|uisites of any attempt to levy electricity duty and I shall 
leave that particular measure of taxation at that. AVe shall seek other 
opportunities tor improving upon the measures if available. 

AVith regard to other measures of taxation, J would fnvite your atten- 
tion in particular to the amusements tax and to the betting tax which 
are being levied mainly and largely in (be city of (’alcutta, the proceeds 
whereof the Calcuta Corporation can very rightly claim to be a reasonable 
, revenue for themselves. I would like this Bill to be circulated fo»' 
opinion also on the ground that an ojiportunity should be given b) the 
people of Bengal and citizens of (’alcutta in particular to mak(‘ out their 
case as to the claim that they may have on the Government regarding 
the amount w'hich has been levied and collected. 

(At this stage the red lamp was lit.) 

Mr. DEPUTY WEAKER: A'our tinui i« up. 

Hr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I would require tei^^minutes more: 
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I am sorry I cannot allow you more time. 

Dfi NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I have got other points. Out of 
respect for you, I want only five minutes. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, please take your seat. I am 
sorry, I cannot allow you more time. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Is that your lailing? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: You have made a fine speech. Please sit 
down. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Shall I be given another opportunity 
to speak after another motion has been moved. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes. 

Sir HENRY BIRKMYREp Bart.: We support the consideration of 
this Dill and we can see no reason whatsoever for circulation or reference 
to Select Committee of a Bill w'hich is merely the continuance of existing 
legislation. The position is quite clear. The province needs and must 
have money. 'We do not like increased taxation. In existing 
circumstances the province cannot afford to relinquish any existing source 
of revenue. We regard this as emergency taxation and we expect it to 
be removed as soon as the state of emergenc'y ceases to exist. One point 
to which I feel, I must draw attention, is the linking of the electricity 
duty with the betting and amusement taxes. Electricity is not a luxury 
and the provision of cheap electricity is a matter of vital iinpoiiance to 
the public. We would w’elcome an assurance from (lovernment that 
they w’ill not regard the electricity duty either now (ir in the future as a 
luxury tax. Before T leave the question of electrii'ity , I would like to 
refer very briefly to the attack made on my Deputy Leader. It was as 
contemptible as the attack made on an oibcer of (Government with which 
the llon’hle Minister dealt with very promptly and effectively. I propose 
to leave the attack on my Deputy Leader to receive the ignominy 
whicli it deserves of silent contempt. 

There is one other point to wliich I would like to draw the attention 
of the House. I refer to the iiKTeased activities of the bucket shops. 

Since the enhancement of the betting tux, those activities rejiresent a 

very considerable loss of revenue to (lovernmeiit, and I would urge most 
strongly that much more stringent measures be taken immediately against 
bucket shops to put a stop to this leakage. 

The Hon'ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAMI; Mr Deputy 
Speaker, before I proceed to re]dy briefly to the discussion of the motion 
before the House, I would ask your permission to take up just* one 
minute, or perhaps half a minute, of the time of the House to refer to a 
matter w’hich w-as raised earlier in the evening. I w’ant to inform the 
House that in the Calcutta Gazette, Ejrtraordinari/, dated October, 28, 
1944, in which this Bill was published, the marginal notes were correctly 
printed. 1 regret that errors have crept in the printed copies which 

w^'wfwiiiKculated to the honourable meml>ers. The corrections can easily ^ 

he made under the Rules of the House by the Secretary of the Legislative 
Assembly. « 

Sir, since you have, in spite of our protests, ruled that the speech of 
my honourable friend, Dr., Sanyal, was rMevant to the motion before 
the House, I am nrecluded from raising the question of relevancy. 
At the same time I Vmd very little in that long speech to which I feel 
called upon to mal^e a reply m connection with the Bill * before the House. 
The Bill before Me House does not seek to introduce any new measure 
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of taxation. It aims at continuing the old enhanced rate® in respect of 
certain taxes, and we have chosen a period of three years as roughly the 
period during which the emergency will probably continue. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SAMYALs Who was responsible for the old Act? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: I have told the 
House that the old Act was a Governor’s Act. hut, Sir, the fact that 
it was a (jovernor’s Act does not make it^ nec'essarily a had Act. It was 
a measure which was necessitated by the financial condition of the 
Government of Bengal at tliat time and tlio financial condition of the 
Government of Bengal has deteriorated since. 

I may j)ouit out, Sir, that in rcjieatedly seeking assistance from the 
(’entre, wc should he pr('j)arcd to show to the (Joverumeut of India that 
we are doing our host to collect as much numey as possible w'ithin the 
province, in collerting these taxes, I do not think, >ve have lM*en 

causing great harassment to the puhlic. Now’, let !is take the Entertain- 
ments Tax, the Totali^at^^r Tax and the Betting Tax. They affect only 
a fraction of the people It may he contended that the Entertainments 
Tax touche> a lai^ie iiuiuher oi pe(»]ile. but. Sir. it was our experience 
even (lining the worst days of the famine la.st year that every cinema 
hous(‘ and (‘very show was full. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Yes. due to bluckctiers and war 
profiteers. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Bui the four-anna 


seats were mft occupied by profit(‘ers. 

\s itHmrds el(*etricitv dutv. 1 entirely agree that it should be the 
o))ie( t ot Government to VnMire the sup]dy of (heap pow’er. That, Sir. is not 
nossiM.‘ iHHicr the lireMMit .inunistarn’es. The lu.nouruhle memher, I)r. 
Sanval. relerred t(. the (jue'.tion oi (deetrification of Ben^ml and so on. 
nV sniti he had liad acee-.*' t(* the minut(*s ot a ('ul)inei iiu'cting 


Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL; I have not .said tl.at. I (|Uoted certain • 
declaims. 11 \ou aie in a position to conlradiet that please do it. 


The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir. the fact is that 

the whole uueNtioii is still under the .onsiderat ion of th(‘ Government ot 
Bein'-il 1 do not wish to ^o torther into that l)eeause tinal deeisions have 
not Vet' lieen taken. 1 think that will satisiy the House for the present. 

Sir 1 do not think 1 ne^d v;,\ .mvthng more luuause I do not se(‘ any 
valid iVason why a Miiiide measuie, easily undeistood, should lie sent out 
for elieiting public opinion theieon. 

The motion .d' Mr. l)hii(*ndra Nath Datta hv way of amendment that the 
B(‘imal Finance Bill, Ih-M. ])C eiiculaled for ti.c purpose of eli(’iting piihlio 
opinion llicrt'on l.v the dKl Man-h, FGj. was then put and lost. 


Mr, DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; Sir, I heg to inov(, hy way of 
amendment, that the Bengal Finance Bill, BiFl, he referred to a Select 
Committee consisting of — 


(1) 'rhe Hoii’hle Minist(‘r in charge of Finance Department 
(‘J) Dr. Naliiiaksha Sanyal, 

(•F Rai Bahadur dogesh (Tiandra Sen, 

(4) Mr. Ma<ibul Hossain, 

(,a) Mr. Jonah Ali Ma^t^iindar, 

(h) Mr. Ni^hitlia Nath Kundu, 

(7) Mr. Cliarii Chandra Roy, 

(8t Mr, L'pAidra Nath Barman, 

(9) Babu Ksbetra Nath Singba, 
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(10) Mr. Ahmed Ali Mridha, and 

(11) Mr. Dbirendra Nath Datta (the mover), 

with irifltrnctions to submit their report by the 3Jst March, 1945, and that 
the quorum of the Select Committee be fixed at five. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, this is a taxation measure and it should be 
eoMsidered in the Select Committee in all its details before it comes to the 
Lep-islaflve Assembly for sanction 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8AKYAL: Sir, T support this motion. I am not 
moving my motion now but I am supporting this motion. 

Mr, DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, please move your motion first. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: How can I do that, Sir? Will you 
kinrlly give me sufficient time? 

Mr, DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Certainly you will get your time as 
admissible under the rtilea. ' 

Pr* 8ANYAL! I do not utint to quarrel with your 

decision, Sir. If you do not allow me time it is no use speaking on this 
now. If you give me time . 

Mr, DEPUTY 8PEAKER. Then Mr. Sanyars motion was there. He 
has not moved. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: He was not hero and the question does 
arise. 1 rise to support Mr. Datta’s motion. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: It is not necessary at this stage because 
your motion is there. 

iDr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I will certainly move mv motion. My 
position is that I will get two 15 minutes’ time and if you will gi\e me 80 
minutes I will move my motion. 

Mr, DEPUTY 8PEAKER: lhat will be given. You (ome to your 
motion. 


SANYAL; Sir, I beg to move by 'way of amend- 
ment that tlie Bill be referred to a Select Committee consisting of— 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. T. C. Goswami, Minister in charge Finance 
Department, ’ 

{'2) Khan Sahib ITamiduddin Ahmad, 

(8) Dr. Abdul Motaleb Malik, 

(4) Mr. Ibizaur Buhnian Khan, 

(5) Mr. Zahur Ahmed Chowdhury, 

(15) Mr. Amrita Lai Mondal, 

(7) Mr. I). Gladding, 

(S) Mr. ITpendra Nath Edbar, 

(0) Mr. Syed‘ Jalaluddin Ilashemy, 

(10) Mr. Syed Badrudujja, 

(11) Maharaja Sris Chandra Nandy, of Cossimbazar 
(L3) Mr. P. N. Banerji, and 

. (ViXJir. J. C. Gupta, 
excluding myself, with instructions 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; On point of order Sir The 

mover must be there in a motion for Select Committee. 

Mra DEPUTY SPEAKER: Is there any such rule? 

Khan Bahadur MoIMAMMEO ALI; Yes, Sir, the mW of a motion 
for reference to a Sh-Rtet Committee must be named in the personal 
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Mf« DEPUTY SPEAKER: Khan Bahadur, can you show me the 
rule? I do not think there is any such rule. 

Dr. HALINAKSHA SANYAL: Let him ftnd out the rules; in the 
meantime I will proceed with my motion. Let him not W’aste the time of 
the House . 

with instructions to submit their report by 01 st December, 1944, and 
that the quorum of the Seleit Committee be fixed at five. 

Sir, with rep:ard to this measure I hud stated in connection wdth an 
earlier motion that tlie public of Beufjful sliould h.ivc an opportunity to 
understand the' implications and I prayed most humbly that the Bill be 
referred for elicitiiip public opinion thereon, but the House had in its 
wisdom decided otherwise. The only other opportunit\ for examining the 
provisions of the Bill and seeking to improve upon the present po.sition lies 
with the Select Committee and therelon* *I claim that the Bill should be 
referred to a Sele<‘t Committee. An important taxation measure like this 
w'hich was yassed under tlie autliority of the Governor alone and not 
examined by this House clause by clause togethei with the implications 
thereof should at least he examined by a Select (’(uumittee of the House 
first before any attempt is made to pass such a Icf^islaf inn. Sir, I liave 
to submit this still more because of c(‘rtain measures that are proposed 
therein, in particular the imposition ol a high (dectricity duty in the Bill 
which the Select Committee should he in u position to go through and 
study properly. 

Sir, T want the Select ("loiuimflee to examiue the provisions, particular- 
ly because the duty that is sought to he imposed may in a very largo 
measure stand in the way of the pursuing ol th(‘ nationalisation policy 
in regard to the electri(‘ity un<h‘rtaking. It was slated by (Government 
that it was necessary in public interest to have the electricity undertakings 
of the (Calcutta Electric Supplv ('orporation taken over only aff«‘r con- 
.solidating the whole thing hut even the technical expiTts that were 
appointed i)y Government stated in page 4(1 of their rt‘port that the divi- 
sion of the system should not eive rise to insnperahh' difficulties. It was 
a technical opinion. The division of the svstein, as I have shown to you, 
w'ill not only not give rise to difficnlti*-,s hat if tin* diffi<nltieM are actually 
following such division if would he not for tin* party that is taking ov(*r 
hut for the party that is left with the remaining licences after 1948. Tlie 
year 194S gives oppoituruty to either the (’alculla (’orj)oration or the 
Government to exeiiisi* the ojition (d |)urciias«* of the entire undi*rtuking 
covering Calcutta, Tollygunge, Ballygunge, South Suhuihan Municipality, 
Gaideii Beach, (’ossijiore and Baranai.ooe, and this is (he most paying of 
tlie whole uiidertak ing. If this part i.s taken over, the wlade scheme of the 
Calcutta Electric Siipjilv Corporation must automat icullv i-orne to the party 
that has control over this, and this is in puhhc inteic'-t. It was deiiions- 
traled hy the engineius of the (.’ah utta (’orponition that in case this is 
taken over the> could siqiplv elect ricitv so cheap as only one anna per unit 
for the citizens of (.'alcutta. You had h(‘en then a member^ of the Corpora- 
tion. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: You .say that tliis should be done by the 
Select Committee. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL : I ou kn^>^’, ^ Sir, the nature of our 
operations in this House and the amount of time, energy and study that 
are bestowed' on measures of yer.v important public interest in (he motley 
crowd of the Assembly here. It should he exarr/ined by a body of men who 
have more time and leisure and who can apply t^emse^ves to this problem. 
The committee tha\, was appointed by Government also gave an alternative 
and that alternative is very suggestive. These two BrJSish experts gave 
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aM an alternative that the Corporation might enter into an agreement under 
whi(di IK) purchase options would be exercised before a specific date on 
which (late the Kleciric Supply (Corporation would, if so reciuired, transfer 
the complete undertaking to the Board at a price to be settled at the time 
of purchase on a basis clearly defined in the agreement. They were also of 
opinion that the best policy 'would be to proceed on the lines of the second 
alternative, although they themselves admitted that no insuperable difficul- 
ties would arise if there was dismemberment, yet tor reasons best known 
to thcinselvcH they thouglit that it would be better for the (Tovernment to 
open negotiations. I understand that the Government of Bengal has 
thought fit to accept tlie second alternative and not pursue the first. 

Sir, these and similar measure.^ lead us to think that there is some- 
thing happening behind the screen which should be properly examined by 
a Select Committee. Sir, there was a sub-conimittee on electricity in the 
Bost-war Reconstruction (Committee. I will not refer to materials made 
available there, but 1 will refer to the fact that available materials of this 
(diaracter were not placed before that committee also and tha^ committee 
had to record in its report that unfortunately the Government did not 
think fit to place at its disposal all tin* materials necessary to come to such 
delusions. They had to deal with such materials as were made available. 
Sir, the public of Bengal will have no more opportunity to judge tbe action 
of the present Ministry in this regard. Let us hope that the Select Com- 
mittee at least will have an opportunity to do the same. 

Tlie other important matter which the Select Committee should go into 
is as regards the scope and the manner of levying the taxes. The Finance 
Minister has stated, as was observed by som<‘ highly pbu'tMl British adminis- 
trators before him, that the cinema houses of ('alcuTla weri‘ full in spite of 
the fact that tliere was famine ' stalking the (ountry. Sh. I do not know 
if h(' has ever cared to study who compose the personnel theie. It lie car(*d 
to examine it, it would not be difficult tor him to tinil out that it wa< surely 
not the famished and famine-stricken people that go Iheie; il was the 
lacketeers and war profit<‘ers and those special favourites wlio have during 
the war prospered and have become known as tlie class of peopb‘ who are 
doing essential servict*. You will find. Sir, in most ot the ciiKMiias spinial 
.provision is made for allowing military per>onneU~<‘itlu‘r certain shows an* 
reserved for IIkmii or a numher of seats are s(‘t apart tor them Yon will 
also see in many of the houxes tinu’e an» regular ar!‘angenK*nts made for 
couti actors to imtertain the bosses whom they want to please for obtaining 
some opportunity to profiteer during the war. My irierul Mr. Atul (Uiandra 
Kumar who has special experience in this sort ot thing says that some girls 
or women are also sometimes taken to entertain them, but I am not an 
expert on that. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: You ini'an Kumai is ! 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Mr. Kumar may know wind her it is 
Kumars or Kumans ! tLaiighter.) 'I'liat is more than I can sa> . 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is not a compliment to Mr. 
Kumar. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Military contractors and (‘ertain other 
TolWiffrers are even exempt from the operations ot this amusement tax. 
You know’. Sir, that we made a eomplaint that the Government of Bengal 
have bet'll mindi too lilaufil in allowing exein])tions. Certain rnt<‘rtaininent 
bouses set up with some objective liave been^oxempted from the operations 
of the Amux'inent Tax. The Government of Bengal should through a 
Scdect (^unmittee try to study ami find out whether such exemptions should 
Ibe permitted and continued. Before the Amusement '^[’ax i.s renewed, it 
sbpuld be seen wdwLvKier tlie tax exemption can be so modified or regulated 
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that all persons who soek entertainment at a time when a large number 
of people of Bengal are suffering through the maladininistration of the 
present Government are made to pay this tax. (Jovernment at present are 
not only exacting the tax hut u1m> exempting a certain section for reasons 
best known to themselves. 

In the matter of the Sales Tax also, (iovernment in exercise of the 
power of exemption have been continuing to issue >e}»arate exemption notes 
which by this time have been prohal)l\ a volume. 11. Sir, Government are 
really so much in a had way in their finances, J do not km)w why such 
large exemptions should be provnled. The Select ( tunnnttee should, in my 
humble opinion, examine tbi'; aspect of the question as \\»dl. 

There are also other lacume in the measure, the details of whleli cannot 
be studied jiroperly through examination of the clauses here. I would 
invite your attention to sonu' of the amcmdnient.s proposed, and it will ho 
seen that some of the amendments are such that an (*\amination of the 
suggestions r^ontained in those ainendnH‘nt> can only, be imnb* in a Select 
Committee and in a way they might be (‘onstrued to fall be\ond (be scope of 
the ])resent draft, although respt‘ctal)b‘ and li(*nourable memlMTs have sought 
to iiu'lude such amendments in course ot the debate. I'lu‘> might iu\ile the 
attention of (iovernment (o (lu‘S(‘ vto\ imjiorlan( maKers. 1 shall no( men- 
tion their names: othel\^i'^t‘ \ou might he ineliiunl to disallow some of thejjo 
aniendments. The lacniiue are inan> . and tln‘ curing of tlH‘s<* laciinm may he 
possible only if the Bill goes to a Select Committee. I therefore respetd- 
fully submit that the Bill be relinKMl to a Sidect Committee: and in .stdect- 
ing the Seltvt ( (iiiimiltee tin* irnminee-, iiml jKUsoiinel (hat 1 have su^ jjjestcd 
would make my friemlT the (diifd Whip <d (lovtMiniH'nl liafipy, beca^nse I 
have studionslv avoided ni\ iiumble sidf win* mij^ht be <reatiii^' some 
troiilile in his opinmn, .md I havt* lakeii a veiv la»;ie majoiitv of members 
of his [niitN wiili .'.lood Jim (lid ol hei iig In-acef ul and helpful memhers. I 
liave also t.ikeii in the SehM I Committee* Mi (liadding who is sur*' to be 
a ii>eiul iiienibe‘i >o t;n .is (roveinmeiit aie* eonM*riH‘d I hof>e (toveriiiiient 
will have no hesji.itioi m .MM'pliiijj m> aimndmenC 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA C08WAMI: So, 1 will just say 

one oi t o wolds whnh I had ltsciv«‘d for this oceasioii As a imittei of 
jfait. tlo're was a Sejei t CommilhM* ot the House on the Bengal I'dnama* 
Bill in !d}d 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That wa*> a different Bill. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA C08WAMI: No. it was not a 

elifferent Bill The S<'b‘c1 t'ommittee ha<l repoileal (ui i!, but, owing to 
the intervention f)f the sewtHUi perioel, the Ia*gis)ajuie could not give 
ett'ei ( to the recommendations of (lie Select Commitl"c, The* Governor’s 
Act was based on the recommemlalioiis of the Sehet Committee on thu 
Bengal I'lnaiice Bill of lff4d: so that the (fovermu’s A« t was for all practi- 
cal j)urposes an Act of this Leg-isbifiire. 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datla that tig* Bengal Finance Bill, 
1944, be referred to a Sele< ( faunmittee consisting of — 

(1) Tlie Ilon'ble Minister in chargee, 

(2) Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal, 

(3) Kai Bahadur Jogesh (’handia Sen. 

(4) Mr. Maijbul Hossain, 

( i) Mr. donah Ali Majumdar, 

(b) Mr. Nnshitlia Nutb Kuiidu. 

(7) Mr. ('^hani Chandra R(^-, 

(8) Mr. Upendra Nath Barman, 

(9) Mr. Ahmed Ali Mridha, 

(10) Babu KsheB-a Nath Singha, and 

(11) Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta (the mover), 

20 



296 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 


[7th Dec., 


with instructions to submit their report by Slat March, 1945, and that the 
(|Uorum of the Select Committee be fixed at five, was then put and a divi- 
sion claimed by Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal. 

(When the division bell was ringing.) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, are you serious P 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Y es, Sir. I am serious. But if you 
j^ive us an assurance that the House will be adjourned after this I won’t 
press tor a division. Otherwise if you want to take up the clauses I want 
a division. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: On a point of order, Sir. On the admission 
ot Dr. Sanyal himself, it is an abuse of the procedure of this House, and 
I would request you to disallow it, because he says that if you adjourn 
the House he will not press for a division. That shows that it is an abuse 
of the procedure of the House, and he wants to waste the« time of the 
House. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I am only proposing a compromi>e. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, please* do not tie up iny hands. 
I think you w'ould like to withdraw your claim for a division. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, 1 how down to your suggestion. 


The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta that,, the Bengal Finance 
Bill, 1944, be referred to a Select Committee consisting of— 

(i) The Hon'hle Minister in cliarge, Finance Depaitment, 

(‘*^) Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal, 

fdt Rai Bahadur Jogesh Chandra Sen, 

(4) Mr, Ma(|hul Ifossuin, 

(h) Mr. Jonah Ali Majumdar, 

((ij Mr. Nisliitha Nath Kundu, 

(7) Mr. (Jiar\i Chandra Hoy, 

(8) Mr. I pemlra Nath liarman, 

(9) Bahu Kshetra Nath Singha, 

(10) Mr. Ahmed Ali Mndha, and 

(11) Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta (tlie mover). 


with instructions to submit their report by 01st March. 1945, and that the 
quorum of the Sided <5)mmittei' be fixed at five was then put and lost. 

''f I*''- Sanyal that thn HcUKal ■ Finance Rill, 

1944, be reterred to a Seiert Committee consistinR of— 

(1) Tbe Hon’ble Mr. T. C. tJoswami, Minister in charge. Finance 

Department, 

(2) Khan Salph Hamiduddin Ahmad, 

(0) Dr. Abdul Motaleh Malik, 

(4 ) Mr. Razuur lUhmau Khau, 

(5) Mr. Zuhur Ahmad Chowdhurv, 

(6) Mr. Amrita Lul Maudal, 

(7) Mr. D. Gladding. 

Mr. I'pendra Nath Edbar, 

(9) Mr. Syed Jalaluddiii Hashmev, 

(10) Mr. Syed Budrvidduju, 

(11) Maharaja Srisehamlra Nandv, of Cossimbazar 

(12^ Mr. P. N. Banerjee, and ^ 

(13) Mr. J. C. Gupta. 

with instructions to submit their report hv 31st December 1944 and 
the quorum of/ie'Select Committee be fixed at fi^wrs .hen pli and ff 
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The motion of the Hon’ble Mr.-'Tulsi Chandra Goswami that the Bengal 
Finance Bill, 1944, he taken into consideration was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. OEPUTY SPEAKER: Amendment No. 10 has been disallowed. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May we suggest that its examination 
be held over till the next day becatise I submit that there may be some 
necessity for examination of this point 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: It has been disallowed by the Governor. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA GOSWAMI: Because it proposes 
the alienation of provincial revenue. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: There must be some misconception 
somewhere. Will you kindly p>ermit us to obtain the consent of the Mayor 
of Calcutta y 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Mayor came to me and 1 pointed out 
that it had ^)een disallowed. • 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I want to know whether it has been 
disallowed b\ the Sj)eaker or the Governor. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: By tlie Governor. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: li it has been disallowed by the 
Governoi we wouhl hke to represent to the (Joveruor. If yon give us an 
opportunity, we shall take it \ij) tomorrow. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: It has already been disallowed. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: T would like to suggest that so tar as 
consideration oi this clause is concerned, it may be held over till the rlext 
da\ . It is IKON 7-lo p.m We ha\e pra<tically finished. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSi CHANDRA GOSWAMI: It IS not a tiuestion 

,<(<i7nj(fuint/ the (iovernoi. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: It is not possibh* to savijou the 

Governor prol>altl> because the G(»vernor means tlo* Council of Ministers. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Jt is alreud> too dark. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Sir N uzimud<lin, what ha\e you to say to 
thaty 

The HofYble Khviraja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The arrangenieut was that 
we should sit till 7410 p.m. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Arrangement with whumy We never 
had any arrangement. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: We usually sit for three 
hours without taking into consideration the two adjournments. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I most respei t fully submit tht^t we 
shall be only too glad if the Hon’ble Chief Minister sticks to this decision 
during the budget debate. 

The HoffPble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: T have never objected to the 
Assembly sitting tor three hours irrespective of the adjournment 
the budget session. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAt: So far as today’s debate is concerned, 
there has l>een no agreement^/ We know nothing about it. However, I 
do appreciate this concession which the Chief iVbip of the Government at 
least was never agreealde to in tlie pa^t. But f kiijw that the Hon’ble 
Sir Xazimuddin i‘*Miiore liberal than tliift. We appr-V'iate the same. 
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Are you on a point of order? 

Dr. NAUIHAKSHA 8ANYAL: Ye.s. The rules provide that considera- 

tlOU 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Sir, I .submit 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Let Dr. Sanyal finish Ins point of order. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Rule 02 .suvs that on the day on which 
an> swell motion is made or on any .subsequent day to which the discussion 
is po.slpoiied, tlie principles of the Rill and its ^reneral provisions may be 
disc u.s.scd ; that is to say, it relates to the motion of introduction and with 
re^^anl to the subseipient stages, the period of notice of amendments under 
Hub-rule (2) of rule o2 shall be ten days. So, there should be lU days’ 
notice reijuired unless of course you give them the privilege of proceeding 
with the further stages of the Rill on the .same day. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: It is no use wasting the time of the House. 
You know very well fliat the Speaker has the power to allow ft. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Mr. Speaker is not here. As you are 
presiding, I am asking you, is it fair to go through all the three stages in 
one sitting y 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes, I ha\e allowed that. 

Mr, CHARU CHANDRA ROY: (hi a point ol piivilege, Sii. Theie 
was no smh arrangement with an\bod\ whatsoe\(M We did not agiee 
to .sit up to T-dl) p.m. • 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: This Ini', been the ai raimemmit so lai. We 
usualU sit tor thn*e houis. There .ire two ad )oui iiineiits ot 1 '> minutes 
each. So, w sit till T-d(i ji.m. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: May I rist^ on a pm^onal explanation.'^ 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: No explanation is mMe>sar'\. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: M\ nanu' has been mentioned. I may 
submit to \ou and thiough \ou to Mr. l{o\ th.it I was ne\ei a ]»ait\ t(» 
any agreenuMit with the llon’lde (Miiet Ministcu' or aiiybodx rf'garding 
tins. I (ml\ welcoim* th(‘ idea ot sitting up to 7-dt) p.m. it tlie lloii’lde 
Lliiet Minister is prepare<l to, that is. tor three hours (‘xcluding the prayei' 
lime iiit(‘r\al. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: You luue already ..tated that. 

Khan Bahadur Hajt BADI AHMED CHOUDHURY: Sir, 1 beg to 

move that in clause l(J), line 2, lor the figures “l}i48" the figures “19-^6” 
bo substituted. 

4? X^-4^ ^'<1 r -4? 

4^ 4^ j)r4) vision ^ 

SRI I ^ c^pT TO ’ttfrof!? in I Jtf? 

JR 4^ tJMn ^nn 5^15! 4^ ^r]^' 

I R '415 ^prr# wu 4^ wtm 

4t (Ti r ^i-tb 'S ^ti^ ^5 

f^i nttrtTi ^nn fVpft i 4^ 'rtR 

4^ to 4^ lyJTT 4? ^ I 

^ ^>11^ fTTO R[ TO 'STPra ffl ^ I ^ ^ «RT 4^ 

tfliR ^1 I 4? t 

Dr. NALINAKSH^A SANYAL: Sir. ma\ I rise to svpimrt this motion? 

^ Mr 
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Mfi DIEPUTY SPEAKER: You have got your own nnotion. You 
move that motion first. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That relates to another matter. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: All the motions should be moved first; 
that is the general practice. 

Dr. NALiNAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, the position is that Khan Bahadur 
Haji Badi Ahmed Choudhury suggests one year and I 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Well, that may be the <iuestion of one year 
and yours of another year. T would re(juest you to do one thing: you move 
your motion first and then make a speech. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: It ma> be difficult for me to move and 
speak on tin* two amendments at the same breath •because one motion 
relates to one year and anof!it‘r motion relate.s to another year. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: No. n<». You mo\e your motion. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: All ntrlit. Sir. 1 Wtj- to move that 
in ( laU'P I(.V), line 2 , for the fii'oro' “IIM.S" ttio fiRiirps “IfMT” be snbsli- 
luted 

Sir. 1 have '^om<‘ special naison to choose this tigmc instead of 

“1940" or any other \ear. But before T take uji m\ figure^ 1947, I weh 
come 1940 also and say a lew words iu support of Klian Baluidur llaji ■ 
Badi .Mimed Choudhury in that n'specf. 

Sir. the \ear 1940 would k<‘cp this tax alive tor one year only and that 
>eai' 1940 wciiild 1 m‘ the ycMi w lum ue pr(‘sume that th(‘ Allied Powers 
would conipleteh lout their emmiic's and will reconcjiier Burma and will 
have the flag ot Indian indepmideiice 

I 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: l)i. Sanval, yon are repealing onlv Khan 

Bahadur*'* argumeii ts. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, I am talking ot India’s inde- 
pc'iideiKa* in the vear 1940 4 he sooner we win tliis war, the sooner we 

have the teimination ot this (»l)noxious mea‘'iire of taxation. I hidieve tlie 
Eurojieaii firoup also is anxious tliat the war comes to an end earl.\ — I 
do not know whether all ot them are anxious because some of tluMii are 
earning huge jirofits, Imt juohahlv some cd thcMii are anxious. We are 
hoping — although some of us rlid hope that this Christmas would see the 
end of the war. Of raiurse, liefore tlie last Christmas some ot us thought 
that we would eiijo> our (9iristmas in Rangoon, even though that has not. 
been possible for reasons lieyond our cab ulat ion I siijipose tlie Allied 
Power.s would surelv enjoy the Cliristmas in Rangoon iu 194o. My l)(*])uty 
Leader thinks that victory wouhl he achieved in 1944, hut I think that 
it will take one more year, 194o, to <‘omplete the success of victoiv and 
there is no justification foi us to go t*e\rmcl 194t» Thc*n then* is another 
reason. In October, 194(1, we shall have tlie fir‘*t opportunitv of giving 
notice to the Calcutta Elec tric Supply Corporation foi c*xercisinjf our oplip|^ 
to purchase that umlertaking. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: How is it rehv .n y 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: That i*« one of fhe mea.sures. If vou 
will purchase the undertaking, the policy of taxation will he entirely 
changed because you cannot tax your envn prop(*rt>. ,If in 191(i Govern- 
ment clei ide-* to tak * over the f^ih iifta Kb'c tnc Sufijdv^ umlertaking’, as I 
hope it will, aithough even now at the pre.sent moment rf.i«cli wire-pulling 
is going on. I trust (Khan Baliadur Mohammed Am; Ei>ctrjfic*cl wire!) 
by 194G we shall be in a pcisition to koQw whether Government is definitely 
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Exercising its option to purchase the Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation, 
and that is the time when an opportunity would come before us to review 
the present measure as to find out whether it would be necessary or justi- 
fiable to continue this measure of taxation after 1946. That is so far as 
electricity is concerned. 

So far as the other items are concernkb, namely, the betting and 
totalisator tax and amusement tax, a lot of changes ‘ are likely to take 
place during the next year and a half. We have experience of dog-racinir 
coming in. lhat has for the time being, due to war conditions been in 
abeyance. There may be racing as i.s really taking place liy military lorries 
and other lorries in the streets of Calcutta and we mav hav^^fo impose some 
kind ot tax to prevent the mischief of .such lorrie.s. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Dr. SaD.yal, y„u an- uot relevant. 

Or. NALINAKSHM SANYAL: I re-ipeel fully submit tht^ (here were 
only the other day demonstrations in the inaidan where various types of 
motor vehicles were demonstrated and their racing capacity was 'shown. 

I am not surprised 

Mr# 'DEPUTY SPEAKER: The House stands adjourned till 4 p m 
tomorrow. ^ 


Adjournment. 

adjourned at pm. tilN4 p.m 
oth December. 1944, at tiie As.sembl y House, ('’alcutta. 


on Friday, the 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly Houm\ (’uhnilta. ou Friday, the 
8th December, 1944, at 4 p.m. 


Mr. Deputy vSpcaker (Mr. Sykd jAiALunnix IUsulmy) in the Chi^r, 10 
Hon’ble Miiiistei> and 1T7 meml>ers. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Burglaries in Calcutta. ^ 

*80A. (SnouiOsoTK E.) Mr. DHIREMDRA NATH SEN; Ts the 

Honble Minister in charge of the flonn* Department auare— 

{(1) that the number of bvirg:huies including daylight robberies in 
the liKulity boun(b‘d on the nortli by Park Street and (»n the 
south bv Fewer (’ireulai Itoad ha^ recently be.*n continuously 
on tlu' iiK'icase with attendant danger to lives and ])roprrty of 
the inliabitants of the localitv ; and 

(h) that cases ot hurglaries e\en hv toreigners hy overpowering durw^ans 
arul s(*rvant.^ at the ])oint ot tiiearin^, have occurred recently in 
Calcutta, particularly in the loi'ahty rcim’nMl to in (nVr' 

(o If the answer to (o> or (h) he in the atlirinutive, will the IIou hie 
Minist(T he pb'a^ed to state — 

(/) what are the >te)»s that he propose^ to take to ]>revent reeurrenec? 

of >.urii (te<-UT n*neeR in the city; and 
ill) win (her he proposes to approaeli j»roper authorities to tuisure 
ihai foreigners while olf duty do not gtd any opportunity to 
(air\ tireanns witii them? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bis 

Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): {n) There Ij.is Immui some increase in tlie Iiuinimr 
ot hurglaries in re»’ent months, but the increase has noi been great. 

{!>) No eases oi (»\ erpowering durwaiis and servants have h<*en reported 
from the area in (piestion, hut t(»ur < use-^ o( robbery hy petsiui-, .inn(*d wdth 
revolvers have been reported from widely separate<l anais during tin' last 
four montlis. 

(r) (i) and (//) Thu closest liaison is inaintuiiMMj witli all autlmrilies 
rcm(!erned and such steps as are considered ner-essary hy the (ajininissioner of 
Ihiliee have been taken, 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the llon'hh^ Minister jilease 
give us a comparative statement showing the number of hurglaries for the 
4 months and previous 4 months? 

The Hen’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Bus service between Batkhira and Itindagbat. 

*81. Mr. PATIRAM ROY ; (a) Is the llon’ble Mini.ster in charge of 
fhe Home Department aware (/f 4he fact — , 

(i) that the bus route of Satkbira f Khulna) to Jtindaghat f24-rargaDa8) 
is very important for the |>eopIe of KhuhiJi and 24-PargaiiaB ; 

(it) that the aliove route is the only way to Calcu^'ki for a large number 
of people of Satkbira and Banhirhat subdiviMi^^; 
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{iii) that in acroi dance with the order of the Collector the buses ply 
thrice a day at present; 

(iv) that no Inis is available from 12 noon to 5 p.m. at Itindaghat and 
from 11-^‘10 a.m. to 8-30 p.m. at Satkhira; and 
(it) that a considerable number of male and female passengers undergo 
much hardship? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon^ble Minister 
considering the desirability of taking steps for increasing the trips of buses 
leJaxipg the order of the Collector? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Air Nazimuddin) : («)(7), (it), (iv) and (v) Yes. 

(id) Not thrice but twice a day in 2 up and 3 down trips. The^ curtail- 
ment is due to Motor Spirit Rationing Scheme. 

(/v) AiTungemontM are being made (1) to run five trips a day in each 
direction lietween Itinjaghat and Satkhira and six trips at week#ends, (2) to 
run two trips a day in each direction between Satkhira and Patkelghata, 
and (3) to reopen for the cold weather the Satkhira-Khulna and Satkhira- 
Kaliganj routes and to run one trip a day each way on each route. 

8J. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA; Will the lion Ide Minister be 
pleased to state when juiblic may expe<-t that this new arrangement \m 11 
come into force? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The District Magistrate has already 
taken Uj) tlu* matter’ and it is expected that the new ^rranj^ement will eoiiit* 
into force as soon as possihlc. 

Hospital arrangemofit in Tamiuk 8ub-Jail. 

•8^ Babu RADHANATH DAS: {a) WilT the Ilon'hle Minister h. 
charge of .the Home (Jails) Department he jdeased to state — 

(/) whether there is any hospital arrangement in tin* Tamiuk Sul>-jail ; 
and 

(//) whether there is an\ separate arrangeiiient for medical treatment 
and medical diet tor patient prisoner'^? 

(h) Will the lion hie Minister he phsued to state whether it is a fact — 

(i) fhat there is oiil\ one tulM‘-\vell for drinking w’uter in the 8ai% 

jail; 

(ti) that the said tube-well supplies drinking water to both inside and 
outside the jail; 

(iti) that there is scarcity of drinkiug water for tlie prisoners inside the 
jail, where the number of prixiomu’s is about 275; 

(ir) that there is only one well in the saiil jail ; 

(r) that its water, which is impure, is meant for the purjxise of bathing 
and i^ioking: and , 

(m) that with* that water tood is l>eing actually cooked? 

{(') Is it a fact that fhere is, no sufficient number of plates, dishes and 
blankets for the priisoners? ' 

id) If so, will the lloirhle Minister be pleased to slate how the demands 
such articles are met ? 

(e) W ilDthe llon'ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(0 bow many latrines hie there; and 

(it) wliethei those are sufficient tor piison^Ts? 

(/) Is it a fact — 

(i) that only two ^iiveep^rs are kept there; 

(li) that there arrangement for washing and cleansing the floors 

where tffe prisoneis lie; 
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(n’t) that only on^ gallon of phenj'le is supplied to wash and cleanse the^ 
latrines and drains; and 

(ir) that postcards and letter-papers are not supplied in accordance with 
the Jail Rules? 

{(/) Is there a library in the said jail P 
(h) If so, how many books are there? 

U) there any arrangement so that the prisoners can play indoor and 
outdoor games in accordance with Jail Rules? 

(j) Is there any separate arrangement for classified prisoners? 

(/•) Is it a fact that no care is taken of the health of prisoners in the 
said sul>-jail? 

{!) Is it a fact that the weight of one Sj. Nilinony Ilaj^ra has been 
reduced by 45 lbs. ? 

Khan BAhadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): (a) As this is a sub-jail there is no regular hospital 
arangeuient l)ut prisoners suffering fnun minor ailments are Kept se[)arat« 
Irom other prisoners and treated inside* the jail hy the suhdivisional nn‘dical 
otiicei . These patients are also giNen proper medicine and diet as nres- 
crilied hy the medical officer. In serious cases patient.s arc sent to the local 
hospital under prop(*r guards. 

{h){i) and (//•) V(‘s 

<//) Acs. it supplies w:it(‘r both toi the j)risimers and jail warders. 
n/n The ])rcsept iiumhcr ot J)Il^oners is not more than and the Homo 
Mnii>t('i understands that there is no scarcity now. 

n) Its water is al\vu\s kept ht tor consumption; }>ut generally it is not 
used t(tr drinking pin pose 
in) No. 

(r) and {(I) Tlieie is no dearth now but iluring the middle of J94d, 
when the nuoilxu ot prisoners rose up \er\ high, the.se articles fell short of 
the actual i C(j uii emeu I s and alxive a month taken to repleiiislj tlu' deficit. 

(c) There aie ten permanent latrines and during the emei'gencv of 194ti 
another eight teiii|Kjrart latrines were coiistriK'ted to m(*et the demand. 

)/)(/) Two whole-time and one convic't sweepeis aie niuintaiiH*d for the 
jai). . 

{ii) to nr), (//) and ik) No. 
i/i) Does not arise, 

(I) There is aiTungement for the prisoners of this jail to play “Ha-do-do’^ 
in the ()])eii space of the jail. Tho.so who like mas also pia\ cards at their 
own, tost at spare time. 

(j) Except the undertrials, whr> aie kept senarate from convicts, no 
( lassified prisoner was admiftetl tt» thi.s jail for the last Ibree years. Rut 
it any such juisoner is ever admitted separate ariangeinenl is jKissible for 
him. 

(I) The Iltuiie Minister understauds that this prisoner had gom* on 
hungerstrike for 2 weeks and as a result liis weight had btxm conHi<i*'i 
reduced for some time liut he has now gained in weight in exces.s, <d hin 
original weight. v 

Mr. DHIftENDRA NATt^ DATTA: Will th. Hon’hle Minister jdeaso 
tell us wljeii this tjue.stion wa.s received? r 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: About the 20 Hj of March 1014. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the "li. a ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us what is tin* capacity of this .sul»-jail at *\amluk? 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTAs Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us what is the maximum number of prisoners admitted into 
the jail in the year 1943 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 ask for notice. 


Mft CHARU CHANDRA ROY* Will the Hon’ble Minister please tell 
the House whether any arrangement for nursiAg prisoners in jail is made? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir 

Mr, CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Ilon’ble Minister plea.se tell 
the House who are those nurses? 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

8J. NARENDRA ^ATH DAB GUPTA: Will the Ilon’ble Minister l)e 
pleased to state, in view of the reply })reviou^ly given that these jails are 
overcrowded, how patients can be ac<‘oniniodated inside the jail .sejiarate 
from other jirisoners? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 refer the honourai>]e member to 
the detailed reply given about the arrangement.s made. 


Mr, CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Mill the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased 
to tell the House whether nurses from <.utside me taken within the jail tor 
nursing these prisoners? 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 ask tor notne 
aUiut it. 


am not suie 


Hwlth and family allowance of Babu Jagat Bandhu Saha Roy. 

‘ 83 . Rai Sahib MONOMOHAN DAS: W Will the lion bio Mim,ier 
in charge of the Homo (Jails) Department be pleased to state wdiethei it i.s 
a IikH — ■ 

(/) that the security prisoner Babu Jagat Bandhu Saha Boy (H.M.ll.), 
recently transferred to the I'resideiiey Jail from Mvmensini»h, 
ha^ been suffering for a lung time from slow fever with dianieea 
and other complaints; ^ 

(u) that his health has het*n greatly reduced and general weight has 
decreased by Lbh lbs. by this time; 

(jfii) that no proper arrangement has vet Imhui done for his treatment and 
diet; 

(iv) that his npnroximate monthly income was B.s.8l): 

(r) that he had to maintain his old parents and a widow of his decea'sed 
brother who solely depended upon bis income* and 
(vi) that he has l>een allowed family allowance of Its. 30 jier month? 

(h) If the answers to to (itt) are in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble 

Munster considering the desimhility of releasing him unconditionally in view 
of the condition of his health? 

Ti If the answer to (b) is in the negative, do tlie Government con^ider 
the desirability of increasing his family allowance to Bs.80 at lea'^* nor 
inontliP . ' ‘ 


«• “filf'tl''’ **®M.AMME0 ALI (on bbhalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
■ir NazlmuOdin): (a> (t) ^n<l (»') The prisoner’s rompl.iints were projierlv 
attencied .to while in tne Pre.sidency Jail and on recovery he has been trans- 
ferred to the IIui> i^um Central Jail. * 

(m) Does nor arise. 
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iiv) to {n) Tilt* lloiat* Miui:>ter’s informal ion ia that the pris^oner was 
earning Rs. .‘JO per month before his arrest and he used to contribute Rs. 15 
per month lor the maiuteuani'e of the family mi \vhi(di it partly depended. 

A family allow aio'e of Us.iHf per mouth was originally granted to the 
security prisoner which was enhaiKvd to R.s.:h) per month and now as his 
elder brother is rejiorfed to have lost his job the allowance has been agaoi 
enhanced to Rs,4o ])er month on com])assionate ground till his brother is 
le-employed. 

(h) and ic) ])o not arise 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the H n ble Minister be 
pleased to stale wlio ^upplled thij> information that lie used to earn Rs. ‘U1 
per mouth and us('d to ('ontrihiite Us. lb per month tt»r the .maintenance 
of his family!" 

Khan Ahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The report, was received from the 
District Authorities. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Knon whom the District Authority 
received this iiiiormation !" 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: i ad; tor noti«<>. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: With ivteivnce to ijnestion Ui) (//), 
vsull the llon’ide Minister iu* ideated to >tatr the ]irr<.ent wri^ht of the secu- 
rit\ jinsdiier !■' ^ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 caunot ^lute (hat, but I may 
slate that In'! weight at the present moment is stationary. J am speaking 
for September. The rejiort received in September shows that his weight now 
is stctKMiary. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the ilon’lde Minister be pleased 
t(^ ^tate whelhei he has gained the w’eighi be lost!" 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 ask bu' notice. 

Transfer of Sadar Subdi visional Officer, Birbhum. 

•84. Dr. 8HARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJI: (o) Will the iWble 
Minister in charge of the Home DejKutment W phrased to state — 

(he rt^asou why Mr. }J. K. f.ahiri, the Sa«!ur SulKli\ isional Officer ol 
Birbhum, had lH‘en transferred to Silignn hy wire; ami 

(i/l whether any enm]>laint was made to the (io\crument hy any Muslim 
organi.sation or the Muslim community to the efi’ecl that the said 
* Subdivisional Officer did not supply extra quantity of sugar to 

them (luring Ramzan or any Mich eeremony 

(h) If the answer to (a)(ti) is in the affirmative, will tU* Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether any enquiry was madi' as to its correctness? 

Khan Bah^ur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hoii’bie Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin); (m For administrative reason. 

(ill Yes. 

(h\ On an enquiry the complaint wa.s found to lx* groundless. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDR^ ROY: As the Government have iouud on 
enquiry that the complaint is groundless, \>ill the Tlon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Mr. Lahiri will lx* brought back to Birbhum again? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: T have alre^lv said tiiat the trans- 
fer was made for administrative leason, and not becacie of anv complaint 
filed against him, , 



% 

306 QUESTIONS, [8th Dec., 

Arrest of Babu Bisir Kumar Bose. 

•SB. Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in char^^e oi the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(i) when and where Babu Sisir Kumar Bose, son of Sj. Sarat Chandra 
Bose, was arrested ; 

(iV) when the house of Sj. Sarat Chandra Bose (Bar.-at-Law, m.l.a.), 
was searched ; 

(ill) what objectionable literature or articles w^ere found; 

(iv) under what rule and under whose order the arrest was made; and 

(v) whether it is a fact that Babu Sisir Kumar Bose was taken to Police 

Office for interro^fations? 

(h) If the answer tcj (a)(i) is in the affirmative, will the Ilon’ble Minister 
Ik* jdeased to state under whose older he was taken to Police Office after his 
arrest P 

• • 

Khan Bah^ur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): The uctif)n re^rardinf»^ the arrest, interrofration and 
transfer out of Ben^ml of Mr. Sisir Kumar Bose was taken at the instanee of 
the (jrovernment of India. 1 must in the public inten*st decline to furnish any 
further details. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAI^ Is it a tact that while Mr. Si^ir 
Kumar Bose was ^^linp to attend his (dass in the M<‘dical (’ollejre in ihe 
morninjjf, he was arrested in Ia*e Hoad at the instance ui the (lovernmciit of 
India ])y an otlicer ot ih(‘ Beii^'‘al (roverninent P * » 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have already stated that action 
was taken under the (lirecti(»u of tlie (iovernment ot India. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Will the lIon’i)]e Minister he 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that fui tin* Pith Novemher, 1944, the 
lloine Memhcr in I’eply to a (piestion in tlw' (h'ntral Assemhly stated that 
no students were detained under the orders ot the (Tov(*rninciit oi India P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Jhis (Jovcinnient is ned respon- 
sihle for the statcunent inadt* hy the (lovernment ot India at another place. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Will the lloiThlc Minister be 
pleased t<i stale whctluu’ the attention of the (iovernment ot Bengal has 
l)een diawn to thi* n‘ply given b\ the Home Miunher in the ( cntral 
Ass(*n\l)ly P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am not aware of that. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Is it a tact that the Hon'hle Mims- 

ters and the Parlianientai \ Seeietaries are sup])lied with m‘wspa]»eis tree 
of (‘o>t to takt ' note (*t all tlifst* |>nM‘t^t‘<li!i^s':' 

Khfln B.h&dur MOHAMMED ALIs How does that (jiiostioii arisoy 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: It does arise. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Wliat is your (iue‘'tionP You put your 
lirst. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: My first (piestion was as to whether 
the attention ot tlu' (ioverfiment of Bengal ha> ht*en ilrawn to the icply 
givtui by the Home Mem her in the Central .Vi^semhlv published in the 
Amrito Hn:ar Pnlnkn of jhe*14th November that no ‘student was detained 
under the orders of the (iovernment <if India. Mi. Sisir Kumar Bo-e was 
a student of the Medieaf (\d!ege and he was arrestty]. « 

Mr. DEPUTY jK^cAKER: 1iour question is whether attention of the 
uoveruiuent ol Beifgal l>een diawn or not? i 
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Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Yet>. 

Khm Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That h n> aiiswereil, Sir. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: My next .luestion is whether it is 
a fact that the Hon’blc Miiii>tcrs anti Ihirliaiiiciiiarv Secretario arc supphtHl 
with newspapers at tlic cost of (Toverniuent to take note of all these pro- 
cectliiigs of the ('eutral As.seinl)ly? / 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That (juestion d(K*s m*t aiisc. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA HATH DATTA: Will the Hon hie Minister he 
pleased to tell the House under what section Mr. Sisir Kumar Bose vyus 
arrested 'f 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: He was arre.stcd under the Defence 
of India Kules under the instruction of the (lovernment of India. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to ^ell us whether helore liis arrest there Nsas any eorrespondeiiee 
between the (,Tovernnient ot Ik'n^'al and the (iovernnient of India*' 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I reler the Inmruirahle member to 
all iny !'e])li<‘s j^iven to the (jUestion re^ardin^ the arrest ot Maulana Md. 
Maniruzzaiuan Islamahadi. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: N n a l.iet that alter his arresl at 
a. HI. al la-e Itoad. Mi. Sisir Kuin.n Hose was taken t(^ Poljee eUstodx in 
hlvsiuni Ib'W tor interm^rations? 

Khan Bahadur M0J4AMMED ALI: I ask 1 *m notiei*. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Will the llon’hle Minist«*i be jileased 
l(t -tate whethei' it is a tact liiiit at 1 (/<‘loek Ml. Sisir Kuniar Mose retnined 

to U'oodhuni Talk and the hoiiM* ot .Mr. Sarat t'handra Bo.se, liis t'allier, 

w as s(*ar( Inal 'f 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: lie was arrested on ITtli (febiber, 
J!l44, and wa^ delaiiied in the custody of tin* Deputy I nst)eotor4ienei al , 

I iite!li^«*ent(* branch and thereat ter sent to Lahore. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased 
to -.talc it it n a tact tlnil the house (d Mr. Sarat Bose was hearehed at 1 
o'( ]o( k on the 1 7th t tetoher’r 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notne. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Will the llon’lde Minister he jdeased 
to state it it i-' a tact lliat onl\ one biiok was tound tnjni the «jld library 

ot Mr. Saiat ( liandia Bo.se in wlinh the name ot .Mi. Saiiit (’handra Bose 

was wiitlen and no ohjecUonable literatuie oi article wa.s luund troiii Mr. 
Sisir Kumar Bose (u Iroiii his lMdonjiriug*s? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notite. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Will the llonMo Minister he ^euxed 
to state whether it is a tact that he was <letuiiied in a Ben^^al j'ail under the 
care of the Bengal (Government at the instance of the (iovernment of India? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 have already stated that he ^ 
detained in the custody of the Deputy Inspector-General, fuielligence 
Branch, from 17th October, Hi44, to 18th October, HI44, on which date 
he wa.s sent outside Bengal to Lahore. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the Croveinment of Bengal is considering to re- 
commend the Government of India to keep Mr. Sisir Zimar Bo^e along with 
his father, Mr. Sa.-at Chandra Bose? t 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMeO ALI: The responsibility for arrest Md 

Kim ®***J"., I thpse uriBoners is Government of India s and tne 
mitter“may Jeterred to the Government of India by the honourable 
member. 

ur CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to tell US whether it is in pursuance of the policy of securing release or at 
X rate repatriation of Mr. Sarat Chandra Hose that his son has been 
arrested by the llengal Government? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have made it clear that he was 
not arrested liy the Government of Bengal. He was arrested under the 
nstruction of the Government of India, and the responsibility for the 
..rrest and detention of Mr. Bose is the Government of India s. 


Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Ilon’ble Mmister be pleased to 
lull us whether any infonnatioii or instruction was asked for by ihe Qox- 
erniuent of India from the Government of Bengal before the arrest of Mr. 
Sisir Kumar Bose? • * 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. HISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the* Hon’bU* Minister be pleased 
to state whether the Governiiient of India consulted the Government of 
Benj^-al about the arrest of Mr. Sisir Kumar Bose iiefore he had been 
arrested ? 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I usk for notice. 

81. NAaENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will tiv Hon’ble Minister be 
Ive pleased to state whether the (iovernment of Ben^^al think it advisable 
to elicit information from the Government of India almut tlu' arrest and 
detention of Mr. Sisir Kumar Bose? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Tliiil is iiol ('(msidcred ncrcssiirv . 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: With reference to the answer “That is 
not necessary” will the llon'hle Minister be pleased to state whether the 
Government of Bengal is n‘ud\ to ask tlie Incliu Government al>out hriiiK- 
inu’ Mr. vSisir Kumar Bosc‘ to Bengal oi to aNk the (iovernment of India to 
release him? 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The resjionsibility is the Goveru- 
nutnt 111 India’s. This Government has no responsibility in the matter of 
either arrest or detention. 


Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: M'ill the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased 
to tell iiB w'hether the Ben^rul (ilovernment is ready to ask the India Gov- 
ernment to send Mr. Sisir Kumar Bose to Bengal? 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: You have already asked that question. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I have already answered it. 

M% CHARU* CHANDRA ROY: Sir, the answer bus not been given. 
It is not a question of responsibility. The question is whether the Govern- 
ment of Bengal is willing to ask the India Government. 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I have said that the respon- 
-•«4niity for his arrest and detention is the Government of India’s, and, 
therefore, the question of release also may be agitated before the Govern- 
ment of India. « 


Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Will tl*** Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether it is a favt that the Government of India directed the 
Bengal (Government to get Mr. Sisir Kumar Bose arrested while he was 
going to attend the CifllegeP 
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Mfi DEPUTY SPEAKER: He has already answered that. 

Mr, ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: No, Sir. he has said eTerythinp is 
done at the instance of the Government of India. My question is whether 
the Government of India directed the Bengal Government to get him 
arresihd by an officer of the Bengal Government on the way while he was 
going to attend his College. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is obvious. 

Mr. SURENDRA HATH BISWAS: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
J)lea<.ed to state how the Police of Wh tile Iteiigal Government and the 
India (loverniiiout rame to know that objectionable literatures would be 
ioiiml ill the house ol Mr. Sisir Kumar Hose? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is no question at all. 

Mr, CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
t(t .state whether there is any bar in asking: the Uovernineiit of India to 
send Ml. Sisir Kumar Hose to Beng:al or to release liiiiiy 

Khan ^ahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The question of bar does not arise. 
The res|Kmsil)ility is that of the (iovernnieiit of India. 

* Mr, SYED BADRUDDUJA; Will the Hon'ble Ministiu* be pleased to 
state whether the Helical l*oli(‘e arresteil the particular young: man or 
the ( nivernnuMil ot India Ihdiee? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 have already answered that 
question. * 


Appointment of Assistant Section Holders in the Bengal Covemmont Prees. 

•86. Mr, MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: (a) Will the Hon’ble Miui«t«r in 
charge (d the Finaiue Dtqiartnient Im‘ jdeiised to state — 

(/) whether compositors and Assistant Section Holders in Bengal Govern- 
ment Hr(*ss Ixdong to diftereiit estaldi.shrnonts ; 

in) wliether nature of duties oi these two classes of wmkm’s is different ; 

(//;) wliether in Bengal t ioverninent Ibess jKists of AHsistant Section 
Hidders ha\e lH*en tilled up on pievions occasion hy (“onijHKsitors 
in jK*rma lien t -piece establivshment aecfuding to t^iniinunal Batio 
Rules ; 

(ir) whelhei it is a fact — 

(1) that recently 7 ]K>sts of As.sistant Section Holders have lieen 
filled up by Caste Hindus, 

(2) that the claim ot Muslim and Scheduled ('aste Hindu candi- 
dates has lieen ignored, and 

(3) that Communal Ratio Rules have Wn violated? 

(?>) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of taking steps .so that tilling up of vacam u.‘.s 
may be made according to ('oinmunal Ratio Rules? 

(c) If the answer to (6) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

MINISTER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the 
Mr. Tutsi Chandra Ceewami): (a) (i) and (u) Yes. 

(fii) Yacancie.s in the post of Assistant Sectibn Holders have always been 
filled by the appointment oj compositoiT? from the piece establishment. In 
reply to a refert*nce whether such appointments are to be treated as promotion 
or direct recruitment, the Communal Ratio Clrffic^r has rei ently ruled that 
the ap]K)intment^of a permanent piece>w<)rker to a*sal<irieil post should be 
treated as promotion and not as direct recruit men 
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The Communal llatio Rules are therefore not applicable. 

(iv) (1) Yes. 

(2) ami Oi) No. 

(b) and (c) Do not arise. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to whether the post ot a piece-worker is a pensionable one? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: I cannot say off- 
Land. An fur as I rememWr, piece-workers get pensions to some system of 
calculation. 

Dearness Allowance for Provincial and 8ubordinate 8ervice6. 

•87. Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY; (a) Is the Hon ble MiniN- 
ter in charge ol the FUiunce Department awan^ — ^ 

(?) that a diistiiiction has in'en made in tln^ grant of minimum dearness 
ullow'am;e to Provincial Service holders and SulM)rdiuate Service 
holders ; 

(li) that the minimum dearness allowance granted to an ofticei of* a 
SulM)rdinate S(M vice is Hn.IH wliile tlial granicnl to an (dii<'ej of a 
Pn>vin(‘ial Seivice is R.n..‘{ 0 in <‘a''C ol an nnm.n'ii(*d one and Kn.oO 
in case of a married one; and 

(u'i) that under this scale a large numlHM- of oihcms ot thi' Pro\inciai 
Services drawing similar Ol e\en h'Ns pii\ th.'in ibox' in the SalMir- 
dinate Seivi<'es wonhl get inucli nioie deaiiK"*'. allow aiiM' ihan 
1 he latter? 

(h) If the answer t(» (o) is in the ailirmalive, is the Jion’ble Minister 
considering the ili'siiaiulit v of renioMiig this distinction? 

The HOfi’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAMI; ( /i m nn) Vt>. 

(b) No. 

Mr, DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; In view ot aiiNwei (///• m which 
it is slati'd that “under this scale a large number ot idlnaos ot tlie Ibovin- 
ciul Services dra\\ing similar or even less pay than those in tlie Siiliordi- 
nate Services would get much moi-e dearuess allow aiic(‘ than the latter”, 
w'ill the Hon’bb* Minister lie pleased lo stale why the distinetiou is not 
souglit to be removed? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir. 1 may explain 
that a distinction has always l>eeii ilrawn between the members ot the Pro- 
vincial Smviees and those ot the Subordinate Services in consideration of 
the ditYereiiee in the standards of living. We iiave follow eil the Govern- 
ment of India for the sake of uniformity. 

8taff of the Food Department. 

•88. Rai Bahadur «I0GE8H CHANDRA BEN: Will the Hon’ble Minis- 
charge of the t^vil Suj>plies Department W pleased to state — 

(a) the humlver of posts created since the establishment of the F(X>d 

Dei)artment — on ditt'erent salary and grade up to 30tb September, 

1 ^ 4 ; ‘ . 

(b) numl)er of posts filledrup by advertisement; 

(c) who are the upiK>inting authorities; 

(d) number of (A)' Muslims. tRY Hindus and (C) Scheduled Castes in 

each gi‘a,d^ and 
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(d) number of (A) Non-Indian and (B) Indians, holding posts rarrying 
a salary of IU.350 or over per month (showing number of appoint- 
ment against each grade) ? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD (on behMf of the Hon’blo Mr. H. 8. 
8uhrawnilly)« The information asked for is not readily available, and ^e 
time and labour involved in collecting it would not Ih> commensurate with 
the value of the information to be obtained. 


Recent flood in 24-Parganae. 

•88. Mr. HEM CHANDRA NA8KER; (a) Is the Hon ble Minister in 

charge of the Revenue Department aware — 

(i) that a large |>uinber ot villages in the L^-Pargauas has been swept 
away by a recent flood ; and 

(u) that heavN and extensive los.ses have In'en caused by tho said flood 
4o tho new crops and other ]»roperties of^the inhabitants of the 
affected areas 'i * 

(6) II the answer to ^a) (/) is in the allirnialive, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what steps are l)eing taken to relieve the sufferers of tho 
said areas ? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bli 
Mr. Tarak Nath Mukherjea): (a) (t) and (u) Yes. 

(h) (1) Rs.l.OO.lHH) have so far lH*eii .sanctioned for distribution as 
graluitfniH relief in the fl()C)d-affeet(‘d areas. Rice and other foodstuffs are 
l>eiiig distributed to tlu' distres.sed people from six relief centres. 

(2) An expenditure of Rs. I Jb.bOO has Ih^cti .sanctioned for sinking 
3f) deep tube-wells in addition to that sunk by the District Board to tackle 
the problem of water-suppl\ in the affected ureas. The Chief Engineer, 
Public Health Department, ha.s been asked to take up the work immediately. 

td) Arraiigement.s have been made for regular supply of kerosene oil 
to the distressed ])cople and fodder to the cattle. 

(4) Veterinary Assistants have been deputed to the affected areas for 
prevent ion of cattle disease and the Health Department of the District Board 
are taking u1l necessary measures for sanitation. 

(5) Steps have been taken for repair of the breacdies in the emlienkmenta. 

Mr, ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Will the Hon'ble Minister l)e 
pleased to stale wlietlier (iuvernment has under contemplation any scheme 
to distribute cloth in the affect e<l areas? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Arrangements have 
been made and it will very soon be done. 

*Babu RADHANATH DA8; Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state how many people were affected by the flood there? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I woLld ask for notice. 

Babu RADHANATH DA8: Will the Hoirble Miaisier be pleased to 
^Uite whether any arrangement has bi^en made for the supply of quinine 
those jdaee.s affected by the flood? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: The answer is in the 

affirmative. 

Babu RADHANATH DA8: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to 
state \vhat is the amount of quinine di.stributefl over there? 

T»V3 Hon’ble ^r. TARAK NATH .MUKERdEA: That is a matter 
concerning the Public Health Department. 

21 



912 


QUESTIONS. 


[Sth Dec., 


AMMiNimnt of imdertakingo of Calcutta Elaetrie Supply Cofporatkm 

GovemiMiit. 

*90. Rai Bahadur JOGE8H CHANDRA BEN: Will the Hon'hle 
Miniflter in chargt^ of the Oommercje Department be pleased to state — 

(a) whether it is a fact that Government are not ^ing to exercise tbe 
option of acquiring the undertakings of the Calcutta Electric 
Supply Corporation in 11)48; 

(/j) if 80 , why; and 

(r) on what condition the term is ^^oing to be extended ? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMERCE, LABOUR and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. K. Shahabuddin): (a) and (h) No, Sir. 
The position is f^s follows : — 

The Government have Ixjen con.sidering the question of the consolidation 
of the existing licences of the Calcutta Electric, supply Corporation, to be in 
a jKisition to acquire Uu* complete undertaking of the Uorporction at a 
specifiefl date. The existing licences mature for ]»ur(‘hase at different dates — 
out of the 14 lic4*nces only five in IIMH and thi' last not till 1980. The pur- 
chase of the complete undertaking In^fore the expiry of the last licence cAn 
l>e effected only by agreement l>etween the Coi'poration and the Government. 
The questions arising out of the proposed purchase by the Government and 
the conditions of a jiossible agreement are being examined in all their aspects 
and no final decision as to the exercise of the next option of purchase has 
yet l>een reached. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: With reference to the acquisition of the ‘ 
complete undertaking, will the HonTile Minister W pleased to state 
if Government have taken any expert o])inion as to the feasibility of running 
the undertnkings of r<ilrutta Electric Corfvoration in case the ejirlier licences 
are t/erminated and the property acquire<l covered by the same in 1948 ? 

Tho Hon’bla Mr, K. SHAHABUDDIN: I have nothing further to add 
to my answer. The matter is under consideration and it Dr. Sanyal has 
got any points to suggest I shall be very hap]>y to discuss with him. 

Dr, NALINAKSHA SANYAL: With regard to the 14 licences referred 
to, will the Hon ’hie Minister be pleased to state tbe names of each of these 
licences and the area covered by each? 

The Hon'ble Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN: Obviously, it he ie(|uires detailed 
information 1 would ask for notice. 


Dr, NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Ilon’blc Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that tbe 5 li(‘ences referred to which will mature 
in 1948 cover practically the whole of the city of Calcutta. Hallygunge, the 
South Suburban Municipality, the Co.ssipore and the Ilanuiagore Munici- 
palities and the J)um-Dum Municipality? 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN: It ii.i>rht be s<i. Dr. Sanval is 

^ivin^ infai'iuntion, and I am afraid I cannot vonrb for the aeenraev of the 
information w'ithout examining it. * ’ 

“•■•MAUNAKSHA SANYAL; Will the Hon’ble Minister be ideaaed to 
state which licence or licences are referred to as expiring in the year 1980? 

K. SHAHABUDDIN: I am afraid the infOTmation is 
not readily available. 


to Hon ble .Minister be pleased 

^ tnat it 18 only the Budge-Budge licence issued in 1938 
for which option termination will be available in 1980? 
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The Hon»ble Mr. K. 8HAHABUDOIH: May be; a« I have stated, thew 
are 14 licenoes, n are maturing in 1948, i in 1908. mie in 1970 and one in 
1980. 

Dr. HALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; Will the llon'ble Minister l>e pleased 
to state which one will mature in 1980? 


The Hon’ble Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIH; 1 ask for notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: AVill the Hon’ble MinisitM- be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that there is only one licence referriiifr to the area 
(‘overetl by Bml^^e-BudKc entirely separate from the ('alcutta Corporation 
which expires in, or tor nhich'the option to tmrehase will be available 
only in 1980? 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: A reply t<» that (lucstion lias already been 
{/iven. • * 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I ha\e asked whether that particular 
information is corrci't or whether he is in a position to contradict it. 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: What is your (picstion? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: 1 s it not a fact that tiu* licence issued 
4or the mnnieipal area of Hud^re-Budfre in the year 19;if) which area covers 
an entirely separated area from tlie Calcutta and suburhan ariui expire or 
tor whicli the option to exercise purchase will he available in 1980? 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: 1 have already sai<) that one of 
tlie licences is matiirini^^ in 1980. For detaileil information 1 want notice. 

Dr, NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be jileased 
to state wliat specified date i.s r<“t<‘rred to in his answer where (iovernment 
is su|>pose(l to Ite trying*- to <d)tain the complete undertaking- by a specified 
d a t e ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN: That is a matt(*r under nejrotia- 
tion. 

(At till'' staf^-e the House w a.^ adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 


{After (i^joiimment.) 

Dr, NALINAKSHA SANYAL: With reference to the answer regarding 
exercise of the option, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if 
Government have consulted any technical expert who is independent of 
Government employment or who is not a Britisher? 

Tb^ Hon’ble Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN: Government have consulted 
high status experts on the subject. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL; Will the llon’ble Minister be plea^d 
to state if amongst these high status experts there is any Indian? 

The Hon^ble Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN: It is a firm 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister W pleased 
to state if that firm has got any Indian partner? ^ 

The Hon’bit Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN: I am not aware. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hoh’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if in coming to the decision regarding the^ question of exercise of 
option Government wi^^l consult the Tiegislaittre 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: How does that question arise'? 

* • 
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Dr. MALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The final decision has not yet been 
reached So I ask, whether Government will consider the desirability of 
oonsultinR the Tjcj^islature before coming to a final decision. 

The Hon’We Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIH; Government will follow the 

iiHual praciire in such catjes. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon/ble Minister be pleased 
to htule il (loverninent would consider the desirability of at least consulting 
the party supjiorting the Government? 

The Hon»We Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN; I have nothing further to add 
to niy reply. 


Mr. DHiRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the llon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state what is the usual praetiee ivferred to by the Ilnn’ble 
Minister? 

The Hon’ble Mr.*K. 8HAHABUDDIN: T take it that tfie honourable 
member is aware of it. 


Mr. DHIRENDRA MATH DATTA: No, 1 am not aware. What is it? 

The Hon'ble Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: Whatever that may he. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With regard to the eomidete under- 
taking referred to, doe.s it include the Mulajort' Power Station of the Elec- 
tric Supply (Corporation as well? 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIM; Y.s, Sir 

Or. NAI.INAK8HA 8ANYAL; Will the lIon’Me Minister be pleased 
to state if in coining to any agreement regarding the (Uirchase at a speci- 
fied date Goveriiinent ia considering the desirability of putting down a 
Hoecifie condition ol training up a suitable number oi Indians to take over 
tlie work after the exjiiry of the period? 

The Hon’bis Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: Tne matk*i is uiHler cousidera- 
iion, and I would request the honourable member not to jirobe too much 
into the eoudilions at the }>resent moment. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hou’ble Minister be pleased 
to slate if Ix'fore coming to any decision in regard to further exercise of 
option (k)vernmeiit is considering the desirability of preventing further 
expansion of tiiis electricity undertaking? 

The Hon'ble Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: Govermnent is considering the 
ipiestion us a whole and is taking steps that any expansion or any other 
act will not jirevent whaU‘ver settlement is arrived at. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state with .whom the question of settlement referred to is under negotia- 
tion ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: Obviously with the Electric 
Supply Corporation. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that the Chairman of the Board of Directors of that 
Corporation (L^^wdon Bdard) is shortly arriving iu Calcutta? 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIK; Dr. Sanyal may be aware of 
it : 1 am not. 

Or. NAUNAIC8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'b)e Minister be pleased 
to state if negrCitftions have been opened with the Ixmdon Board direct or 
thx^pogh the local agents? 
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Th# HonWe Mr. K. MfA'HABUDDIN: Oovenunent are carrying on - 
negotiations •with the local agents. 

Dr. NALIMAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the llon’ble Minister he pleas^ 
to state if Government had addressed any letU^r or any communication to 
the local representative when he went to England about six weeks ago. 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: I have already stated that 
negotiations are going on and I have nothing further to add. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hou’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if Government is considering the desirability of placing the whole 
matter before party leaders of the Legislature at least, if not in the l^egis- 
lature, before coming to a final settlements 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: I have alrea<l> said that 
Government will follow the usual practice in sucli cases. 


* 8upply of sugarcane for sugar mills in bengal. 

•81. Mr. I. A. CLARK: {a) is (he llon’hle Minister in charge of the 
Commerce, I.uhour and Industries Department aware of any apprehension 
that adenuate supplies of sugarcane will not he available for sugar mills in 
Bengal llii^ year owing the high jirices prevailing for (;iirY 

{b) Will the llon'hle Minister he pl(‘a.sed to stale whether it is a fact— 

(/) that the Sugar Ad victory Board recommended that, in view of the 
tact that belKire l)eceml>er sugarcane in Bengal does not generally 
attain maturity and that uushing ot cane either by gur crushers 
or In sugar mills heion‘ that date gises a low reiovery, both gur 
crushers and sugai nulls Nhould he prohibited from crushing imy 
cane belon* 7lli Di*(cnilM*r; and 

(u) that (Tovernniei^t rejected this reciiinineiidation ? 

^c) It so, will the flon bie Minister be please<i state what aro tue 
reasons for the rejection hy (fovernment of this recommendation 'r* 

The Hon’bla Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: (a) and (b) Yes. 

{<:) Ajwrt irom the fact that in the absence «>1 ade(|uate machinery, it 
would be diflicult to enforce, with any degree of success, a penal measure 
of the kind contemplated, it trail, spired* after further investigation that while 
some of the \arieties do not attain maturity fjefore iK‘cemlK»r, then^ are others 
which mature early and cane-growers have in fact liarve.sted cane as early Ofl 
September and October. It also transpired that theie is a demand for gur 
and gur products in the Puja season which accounts for carls crushing of 
cane for manutacture of gur. In the circumstanc<*s it wa.s not considered 
expe^lient to disturb a practice, on the pari of growei^ which huvS grown up 
over generations. Government are, however, coiitcrnplating a detailed 
enquirv' into the matter for |K)ssible action to be taken nexj season, on the 
lines of the Board’s recommendation. 

Mr. I. A. CLARK: Will the Hoji’hle Minister he pleased to state 
whether be is aware that the object of the Sugar Advisory' Board in making 
the recommendation was to maximise the pereentage of sugar to he obtained 
from cane for the benefit both of the //tir-crushers, the sugar mills and the 
consuming publie and not to penalise any one? • 

The Honlile Mr. K. 8HA|iABUODIN: That w’as represented to Gov- 
ernment. ' 

Mr. I. A. CLARK: Will the Hon’bl^ Minister give the name of even 
one variety of sugaVcane that attains maturity in the -iiawnths of September 
and OctolJerP 
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Tlie Hon’bla Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: I am not in a position to give 
Kim the name of that but I can assure the member that the Director of Agri- 
culture and some others did tell us that they do mature and even if they 
do not mature fully they sufficiently mature to be crushed. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Does the Hon'ble Minister know that 
if the 'sugarcane does not properly mature the sugar yield is reduced? 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: Certainly. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that the production of sugar mills in Bengal of 
sugar fell far short of the estimated assurances given last year in spite of 
Government’s protection? 

The Hon*bte Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN; I submit, Sir, that this ques- 
tion does not arise out of this. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: What is your question Dr. ^anyal? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is the Government aware that the 
production of sugar by the sugar mills of Bengal fell much short ot the anti- 
cipated and assured production in spite of protection provided in tlie manner 
referred to in the question last year? 

The Hon'ble Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: Does it arise, Sir? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes. it does 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN : its fai’ ^as my intorination goes 
the production did fall short of the estimaU*. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the llon’ble Minister be |deased 
to state what proportion of the total sugarcam* prodMc(‘d in the jirovince is 
capable of being crushed by the mills situated within the jirovince? 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN: I ask for notice 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that hardly one-third of the production of sugarcane 
of Bengal can he crushed by sugar mills even though provided \uth suitable 
transport facilities? 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN: These are matters of opinion. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: No, matters of fact. 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN: So tar be is supplying iufonna- 
tiou as to the actual proportion which is available, but the <)uestion is ni>t 
that. I do not see how’ the (luestion cultivation of sugarcane can arise 
in this connection. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: No. no. it is not with regard to the 
cultivation of spgarcane at all. I a.sk the total production of sugarcane in 
'Bengal and in proportion to that capat'ity of sugar mills of Bengal to crush 
is near about one-third. 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN: It may he; I am not sure of 
that fact. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
.to state wheth^r there has been great hardship or not and Government 
received representations from sugarcane-growers as a result of Government’s 
interference in the interest of the mills to secilYe supply of sugarcane to them 
lest year? / i- ^ 

The Hofl’blo Mr.*K. SHAHABUDDIN: No, Sir, » the representations 
were quite on diff^ent ground, because the price of gur was very high and 



1944.]^ 


QUESTIONS. 


317 


they found it more profitable to supply cane for gut manufacture. That 
was the main reason for the complaint. It is not that the mills were unable 
to crush whatever supply was jjiven to them. 

Dfi NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I am afraid the Minister has not follow- 
ed my question. You cannot help it, Sir. 

Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state if it is a fact that the 
Beldanga mill situateil in the district of Murshulabad did not crush 

any cane at all last year in spite of Government's assurance to aone up the 
area of supply? 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: The question was answered on 
the last occasion. It is a fact that that mill did not work last year. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased 
to state what is the efficiency standard that Government have laid down to 
enable them to find out whether the mills in Bengal ^re working up to that 
standard of efficiency in regard to extraction? 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, Government have not got 
full information us far as this matter is concerned, hut they have taken steps 
and appointed a Costing Officer and one of the terms of reference is to find 
out the efficiency of the mills. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will tlu^ Hon’ble Minister he pleased 
to state if Government had any beneficial results for the province secured 
as a result of tlie pron^ised grant of Hul»sidy lo the mills or llirough the mills 
to the sugarcaiu*-gr(n\ers tor sujqdy ol sugarcane to the mills last year? 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: Government is of opinion that 
if there bad l)cen no subsidy even the amount of sugar that was produced 
last year would not have been )>ossible. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state it be is aware that nutritional experts in Bengal have expressed tlio 
opinion that it is not in the inten^st of the province to expand the area under 
sugarcane cultivation at the cost of rice or ])addy? 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN S How does it ari.se? 

Mr. I. A. Clark: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state 
whether it is a fart that the Government ot Benj^al has been requested by 
the Government of India U) maximise the production of wbite-oane? 

The Hon’ble Mr K. 8HAHABUDDIN : Yes, Sir, that is correct. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’hie Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that the sugar mills of Bengal are not as efficient in 
crusbiug and in manufacture of white .sugarciiiic as the sugar mills of Bihar 
and United Provinces? 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDiN: It is %ery diHicult to answer 
that question, but as I have .said, Governnioiit ba\e apiiointed a (’ostiiig 
Officer and his report will show whether the sugar mills in Bengal are effi- 
cient or not and from what has lieen reported .so fur alKiut efficiency they 
can compare very well with any other mill. 

NALINAK8MA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to stato if Government considers the desirability <ff not coming to the aid of 
inefficient and inadequately equipped industrial concerns however big 
capitalists there may be behind them? * 

Mr. DEPUTY BREAKER * How does that brise^ 

ThoHonniioMr'K. 8HAHABUDDIN: I am prepbm to answer thouirb 
at does not arise. 
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liff DEPUTY SPEAKER* What is your question P 

Dfi NALINAKSHA SANYALs Whether Govemment is considering’ 
desirability of not supporting any inefficient or inadequately equip]>ed 
industrial (^jncerns like the sugar mills of Bengal even if they are backed by 
big capital istsP 

Mfi !• Ai CLARK* On a point of order. I wish to ask you whellier 
the supplementary question which has just been asked is not a hypothetical 
question and therefore inadmissible. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Or. Sanyal, your question does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that the sugar mills of Bengal cAnnot stand on equal 
terms in the competitive market with the sugar mills of Bihar and United 
Provinces in spite of the proximity to the markets 

Th* Hon'ble Mr. IC. SHAHABUDDIN: Sir, us iar as I am Sware, 
equal opportunities, they can stand the competition. 

NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Iloirhle Mini.ster be pleased 
to state if Government has decided not to advance any subsidy to the su^’-ar 
mills or otherwise try to assist them hy iiu]H)sing penal measures on su^ar- 
cane-growers this year? 

The HonOile Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN: Sir, I sav ves to all the 

questions except assisting the niills’\ The object of .(iovernment so tar lias 
always been to assist the industry as well as tiic agriculturist. Of course 
this year Governnieiit have decided to take no ste]»s eithei in the whaiie ..1 
subsidy or c<»rdoning or other measures. 


Deaths due to starvation in Bengal. 


•9t Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA CAHCULI: ,«) Will the Uod ble 

Minister in churgf' of the Public Health and L(H’al Stdt-(i(n ,‘rnment Deoart- 
ment he pleased to state — * 

{i) the iiumlnM’ ot deaths due to starvation fur want of food in-- 
(1) Calcutta, and 

d') mulassal districts (district by diMrict) during the last ^ix 
inonth>; and 

{it) what arrangciucuts, if any, have been made to ascertain the nuinl>er 
of deaths due to starvation in — 


(1) ('ttlcutta, and 

mufnssal districts? 


(I>) Mill (he Hon’bli' Miiiisler lie pleased to stu(e the reason for the 
deterioration of the health and morals of the j)eople? 

■- JSS y AHMAD (on behalf of the Hon'bla Khan 

Bah^ur Maulvi Jalaluddin Ahmad): («)(,) >’o. r<-cor.l is kept of deathe 
due to starvation. 


(«) No ariaugiunent is practicable for determining in what cases death 
18 due to starvation, v 


(b) liecent deterioratioti in 
famine conditions of last year, 
tion. 


health is due to malnutrition consequent upon 
M ith rt'gard^ to morals I have no informa> 


toll 11. whether Qpernment coneider the deeiruhilitv bf opening a record 
Of deatos due to etarvationP ‘ 
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Khm Mib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Though OoTerameut consider 
the desirabilitv of keeping a record of deaths due to starration, it is simply 
impossible under the present circumstances to do so. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Does the Uon'ble Minister think it 
desirable to prevent deaths from malnutrition? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Government is doing its best to 
prevent malnutrition. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Is it the duty of Government to 
prevent deaths due to starvation? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD; Yes 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the answer just given, 
how is Government going to prevent deaths due to starvation if Government 
keeps no record of deaths due to starvation? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: 1 have already staled that it 
is not at all ]iraelieable under the present eireuinslances to keep a compre- 
hensive record of all the deaths due to starvation, but Government gets 
information about dt'aths due to starvation. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: How does Government propose to 
fight out deaths from starvation? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Government have already begun 
a campaign of “Grow More Food*’ and are trying to im])ort food from otlier 
provinces as well as trom abroail outside India. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: IIow does Government propose to 
prevent deatlis from malnutrition? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Malnutrition is now prevailing 
owing to the famine condition of last year. Tliat cannot ho prevented, but 
Government is trying to prevent future shortage of food. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased 
to give us some idea about any schemes for the prevention of deaths due to 
starvation and malnutrition? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Government is trying its best 
to give food to all people, so that they may not starve. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon hie Minister 
be pleased to state why they consider it not desirable or practicable to keep 
a rbcord of deaths due to starvation? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: It is only the medical people havi- 
ing meflical knowledge that can ceiiify whether a death is due to starvation, 
and under the present circumstanees Bengal has got very few medical people 
to be appointed by Government to certify such deaths, 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Is it after all not a question 
of fact that a person has died of starvation or not? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUUDIN AHMAD: Y rs, hut that opinion only a 
medical man can give, nau^ly, as to whether a death is due to starvation 
or not. " ^ 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: *W^iU the Hon^ble Minister 
be pleased to stafe why when a person ’dies from of food, a medical 
man has to be brought in to certify that he has died of starvation? 



QUESTIONS. 


[8th Dkc. 


KhM Sthib HAMipUODIN AHMAD: Whether death has oc(hirred 
due to stiirvatiou is a different thinp. But starvation may be attended with 
•ome diseuse. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURi: No, no. I am talking only 

of starvation cases. 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: All causes of death are certified 
by medical men, and they are the only people who are competent to certify 
^at. 

MTe NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Are we to take it from the answer 
given just now that Government is helpless to prevent deaths from starva- 
tion and malnutrition for want of a sufficient number of medical practi- 
tioners? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: That has never been my answer, 
I have only stated that it is impossible to prepare a comprehensive record of 
deaths. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Is it possible to prevent deaths from 
starvation ? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Yes, if food is given to all 
people and people are not allowed tt) die from starvation, /.e., if food is 
available and food can be made available to all persons. ' 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Can the llon'ble Minister contradict 
if people suy that 50 lakhs died of starvation in this Jirovince? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Certainly. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In the preparation of vital statistics, do 
Government recpiire the causes of death in each case to be certified by com- 
petent medical officers before the cause of death is actually recorded in the 
death register kept in the area? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I have already stated that people 
sometimes die from various diseases and in starvation cases whether the 
death has taken place due to simple starvation or starvation attended with 
^disease, it is only medical men who can certify that. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: My question was specific, namely, 
whether in recording vital statistics showing the cause of death Government 
have instructed tile persons responsible for recording such causes to obtain 
necessary certificates from competent medical men before they put down 
the cause. 

Khan 8ahjb HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Only medical men cun sav 

whether a death is due to simple starvation or 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I am not talking of starvation. In the 
preparation of vital statistics, do Government maintain any register for 
recording causes of death? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: No. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Then how is the cause ascertained? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDOIN AHMAD: From the chaukidars' reports. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA^ ROY: Is it the poliev of Government to 
suppress news about deaths^ due to starvation? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN aHmaO: No, it is not the policy of 
‘Govemmenl ^ 
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

8J. Monilal Dutt, a saourity prisoner. 

46. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA GANCULI; (a) Is the Hon ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department aware of the fact — 

(t) that the security prisoner Sj. Monilal Dutt’s case has been reviewed 

by the Government; 

(u) that he has l)een served with an order for further detention; 

(m) that Sj. Monilal Dutt, after the expiry of the term of 10 years* impci* 
soninent was not allowed to go out of the jail gate and was detain- 
ed as a security prisoner; 

(tr) that he has not l>een granted any family allowance; and 
(r) that he was not gninted leave to perform the snulh ceremony after 
^is father’s death and the annual xra^Ih eeixmiony? 

(6) With referenre to the reply given to a supplementary ouestion to 
starred question No. 21, dated the btli July, 1942, will the llon’me Minister 
be pleased to state wliether he is aware — 

(t) that the ]>arty in Ghittagong which Sj. Monilal Duti belonged to in 
not in existence; 

(iri that tlie leaders of that jwrty who art'- now serving long sentences 
in connection with (’hittagong Annourv Raid case, have declared 
in an appeal to the people that the present uar is the “People’s 
War’’ amf asked th(' |K‘ople to wholehearti‘(lly help the Qovem- 
meul in their war efforts; 

(ill) that, the (loverniiKMit have <‘ir(‘ulated this a}>{H*al thr«)Ugh the news- 
papers and also hy printing several lakhs oi copit's throughout the 
country an<l ahroad especially in America; and 
(ri’) that the jH'rsons nnIjo were memhers of this jwirty are, after their 
release, now whohdieariedly helping the Government in their war 
efforts ? 

{c) If the answer to (h) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’bla 
Minister he jileased to state whether he is considering the desirability of 
releasing the said security prisoner? 

The Hon’Me Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Yes. 

(6)(t) My information is to the contrary. 

(tV) A declaration and a[q>eal to jju))lic hy some of the Chittagong 
Armour}" Raid case convicts was published in the Press without the knowledge 
of Government. 

(lit) No. 

'(in) This is true in <»ome c.ises in which a genuine change in attitude taok 
place but not in all. 

(c) Does not ari.se, hut 1 may state for the information of the honourable 
member that the rase of this prisoner as well as the case of all security pri- 
soners now" in detention is under constant review. His detention will not 
ba continued any longer than is found necessary. 

Grant of family ailowanoe to femalo MOuHty prisonors. 

47. Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNOU: Wilf the Hon’ble Minieter ia 
charge of the Home (Jails) ye^n-rtment be pleasetl to state— 

(a) the names of female security prisoners now detained in the different 

jails of Bengal with dates of their arrest ; • 

(b) the name^of female prieonen who have been ^fronted family allow- 

ance ; V 
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(c) the amcrant of such allowance granted to each ; 

the number of dependantB of eaf h of them ; and 
(e) the dates when the family allowance was granted to each 6i them? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMU|}DIN: (a) to (d) A statement is laid 
on the Library Table. 

(e) Detailed information in these respects is not readily available. 

Arraat of Shrao Arunangsu Do. 

48. Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister 
in charge of the Home (Jails) Department l>e pleased to state whether it 
is a fact that Shree Arunangsu De, b.l., a member of the All-India Congress 
Committee, was arrested at Din aj pur? 

(h) If the reply to (a) is in the aftirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state — 

(i) whether he waif detained in Dinajjmr Jail after 'his arreSt; 

(n) if so, the date up till which he was there; 

(m) whether he has l)een transferred from Dinajpur; and 
(iv) if so, where is he now ? 

Tho HOfi*lllo Khwftjft Sir NAZIMUDDINs (n), (/>) (?) and (it?) Yes. 

(it) 28th Sdptcoiiber, J944. 

(tv) He is now detained in the Dum Dum (Vntral Jail. 

District Publicity Organisers. ' 

4S« Ba^ ASHUT08H LAHIRI. Will tht* Hon'ble Minister in charge 
of the Publicity l)ej)artment be pleased to state — 

(a) the present numlHU* of District Publicily Organisers; 

(h) the present numlM*r of Assistant District l^ublicitv Organisers; 

(c) the number ot the .staff empIo\ed for the offices of the District and 

Assistant District Ibiblicity Organisers; and 

(d) tho total co.st, Inith recurring and non-recurring, for creating and 

maintaining this new IX'partment? 

MINISTER in charge of tho PUBLICITY DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Pulin Bohary Mullick): (a) Twenty -seven. 

(/?) There is no As.si>tant District Publicity Organiser. We have 100 
Subdivisional Publicity Organi.scrs. 

(c) (i) Office of the District Publicity Organisers — 

(^erks — 27. 

Peons — 27, 

(it) Office of the Sulxlivisional Publii ity Organisers — 

Peons— 100. 

(ci) Expenditure involved in maintaining the District and Subdivisional 
Publicity (Irgauisers and their staff — 

Recurring — Its. 4, 17. 142. 

Non-recurring — Rs,45,500. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
tO state what is the total amount of monev that has been sanctioned for the 
pay and emoluments of the items mentioneil under (o), {b) and ('r'l separately? 
The total is given under (d), * 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. PULIN BEHARY MULLICK: I ask for notice. 

« 

lit N. CUPXAl Sir, I have been deputed to anWer questiozui on 
behalf of the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Communicatione. 
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Mr* DEPUTY SPEAKER: Let this question be finished first. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With regard to answer (o). will the 
Hon*ble Minister be pleased to state what staff has been employed indepen* 
dently of the existing staff, i.e., what additional staff has been employed? 
The Hon’ble Minister has only said “100 peons”. Has no other staff been 
employed? 

The Honnile Mr. PULIN SENARY MULLICK: And clerks. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Ihm’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether in the offices of the Subdivisional Publicity Organisers, 
only 100 peons have been employed? 

The Hoh’ble Mr. PULIN SENARY MULLICK: Yes 

Dr. NALINAK8NA 8ANYAL: With reference to answers (a) and (6), 
will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state how many Hindus, Cuate and 
Scheduled Castes, and how many Muslims have been appointed under these 
two categ«fries separately? • 

The Non’ble Mr. PULIN SENARY MULLICK: On the last mcaaion 
I told the House that the Communal Ratio Rules had been strictly followed. 

Dr. NALINAK8NA 8ANYAL: li<*t us know the number. Amonpit 
the Histrii't 1 ublicity Organiser.s, l»o\\ man\ Hindus, (\iste and Scheduled 
Castes, and ho^\ many Muslims have been appointed? 

The Non’ble 8/lr. PULIN SENARY MULLICK: I t and 11 

Dr. NALINAK8NA 8ANYAL: 11 ow many Se}ied\ib*d (kistes? 

The Non’bie Mr# PULIN BEHARY MULILCK: 4. 

Dr. NALINAK8NA 8ANYAL: I ndei ( ategc ir\ (h), how many Hindus, 
l'aste> and Scheduled Castes, ond liow many Muslims have be(*n appointed? 

The Ncm’bte Mr. PULIN SENARY MULLICK: lo pei eoui. 
Scheduled Cu'^tes and the rest others. 

Dr. NALINAK8NA 8ANYAL: 1 want the nuinlnr 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: (piestion time is over. 

NON-OFFICIAL BILL. 

Bengal Close Season for Fishes Bill, 1943. 

The Non’ble Mr. TARAK NATN MUKERilEA: Sir, 1 beg to present 
the report of the Sele('t Committee on the Bengal Close Season for Fishos 
Bill, 194d. 

NON-OFFICIAL MEMBERS’ RESOLUTION. 

Statutory Minimum Price for Jute in place of Statutory Maximum Price. 

Mr. SYED BADRUDDUJA: Sir, 1 beg to move that this Assembly 
of oj)inion that the statutory maximum j>ri(‘e fixed |or jut<‘ should be 
immediately abolished and be replaced by a statutory minimum ]>riee to 
be fixed every year in consideration of the current prices of staph* food- 
crops. 

Sir, the problem of jute is interwoven with the economic well-being of 
the entire province. It is the most important money (u-op and in a sense 
can be rightiv called the monopoly crop of Bengal. By fjw the largest 
majority of Bengal’s ]K>pulation depend u|M>n this important crop not 
merely to meet their expenses for the consumption of non-agriciiltural 
necessaries of life but alft) to repay their monetary obligations. Witli 
rej^rd to such a fundamental problem jute, especially with regard to the 
prices of raw jute, the State owes to the cuHiva^r and to the [irovince at 
large to make hecessary arrangement)! and provide adequate facilities for 
securing the best value for the. crop that the agriculturist produces on the 
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land. Unfortunately however from the beginninpr, it is not the State, it is 
not the Government, but it is the vested interests, the Indian Jute Mills 
Assosiation that have dictated the terms. It is the Jute Mills Association 
that have deh^rniined the low prices of this crop as also the high prices of 
manufactured goods in this country. From 1920 onwards there was a 
slump in the trade leading to the accumulation of huge stocks. Naturally 
these accumulated stocks exercised a very great influence in lowering the 
prices ol this croj). From Hhl4, however, the position changed. Accu- 
mulated stocks w'ere considerably depleted but all the same the prices were 
depressed during the early thirties. The ciuestion of regulation therefore 
has assumed a serious significance, and has got to be adjusted with reference 
to the crops’ demand in the world market. Over-production or restriction 
of production, the agriculturist is entitled to get the real value for the crop 
that he produces. According to the laws of supply and demand, the value 
of this crop must be determined and it must not be left to the caprices and 
whims of any ])articular body, however infiuential or however important it 
otherwise might be. Tke Indian Jute Mills Association have be#n control- 
ling the poli(\v of the price of jute whereas it should have been undertaken 
by the Government themselves. It is quite natural that the Jute Mills 
Association in their own interest W4>uld not sul>()r(linate their interests to 
the interests of the jute-grower in the conntrv. Nolvody can blame them 
bectfiuse they 4ire not here to benefit the people ot this c^nintry but they are 
here to benefit themselves. There is a conflict of interests between the 
Indian .lute Mills Association and the grower ot jnte in the^anil. Naturally 
therefore the G<)\crnmerit of the land should take up this resjRinsibility and 
not utilise the jute-grower 4is pawn in their political chess-lMmrd nor allow 
the control of prices of this particular crop on whii h' the well-being, the 
prosperity and the stability of the entire pe<asantry of Bengal depends. 

Sir, it is amazing that jute ])roduc<Ml since tin* Ix'ginning of general 
ecy)n<imic deiiression never exceeded the demand and yet the prices were sk> 
skilfully de[)resst*d that the jute-growers couhl not g(‘t a price which would 
even cover his cost of cultivation. Hut the jute mills made huge jirofits. 
Flveii in tin* year 19d8 when the supplies \u*ie cut short by floods, tin* ])rices 
w’cre ke^it deprt‘ssed For a long time in Ft'lT and ItfdS the prices (d jute 
goods and also those ot raw jute were kept unduly depressed by the (^ilcutta 
mills. They adduced over-pixuluction and <*-ompetition as special reasons 
hut the fact remains that for their own products they got much higher 
prices. It is a misfortune that the present Government of Bengal hy a 
systematic bungling and administrative inefficiency brought about a famine 
in the country unparallelled in the history of the civilized world which 
exactcnl a toll of hunmn lives, Hindus and Muslims, over a million in 
number and they have not the slightest consideration even at the prc'sent 
moment for the poor agriculturist, when he c.tii expe< t a miuh higher price 
for his crop at least to re<duj> the losses which he sustained during preced- 
ing vearsJ^ The (hivernment of the land which pretend to represent the 
people of til is province should have made a generous gesture to secure for 
the ligriculturist of this country a higher price than had been fixed, when 
the Indian Jute Mills are making huge nrofite at the cost of the agricul- 
turists. 1 would supply certain figures which would show the real state of 
affairs obtaining at present. 

Maximum price fixed at present for Calcutta is as follows: — 

Per maund. 

Rs. 

(1) For Top ’ ... 19 

(2) For Indian Jat Middle , .17 

The price of District Middle is at least Re. 1 less than that of Jat Middle. 
The price of Bottom is at leaht Rs. less than that of Middle. The price 
obtainable by the grow^ in the rural market is at least Rs.' 2 less than that 
obtainable in Oaloutta. 
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Now the effects of fixation of maximum price in the rural market, i.c.p 
obtainable by the prower are as follows: — 

Per maund. 

Rs. 

(i) For Indian Jat Middle ... 14 

O'i) For District Middle ... Id 

(i/O P'or .laf lk)ttom ... H 

(iv) For District B(»ttom ... 10 


Prices for rejection bottom must be much lower uccordinp- to the degree of 
inferiority. The average j)rice lor jute which is obtainahle by the grower 
owing t(» the fixation of maximum price may, therefore, be taken (on the 
adverse side against the grower) as having been Its. 10 per maund on an 
average. 

The cost of cultivation i>er bigha of jute that we have from the Indian 

Jute Enquiry rominittee for is Its. Iti. but during lJMd-44 and 

1944-45 the co.Nt must have doubled, if not more owing to higher })rices of 
seeds and higher cost of labour. That is, the (ost of* product ion per bigha 
that the agrit ulturivst lias got it) meet is about Its. d'J. (bi an uv<*rage the 
ugiiculturist must sow jute in at least four biglia.s of Lind which at the rate 
of 5 maunds per bigha jiroduce 20 maiinds. The profit that the agricul- 
turist gets on the basis of 4 maunds p«‘r bij^ha is Its. S and on the basis of 
5 maunds tht bigha is Its. 18. /.c., between Its. 2 and It.s. ‘MO per maund. 
The agriculturist has got to spend Its. ‘i2 per bigha as the cost (»f production, 
but on the basis of 4 maunds per bigha he gets Its. 40. 4^he jirofit there- 
f<»re comes to Its. 8 per bi^ha; while the price jiaid b\ tin* flute 'Mills Asso- 
ciation for UK) yards oj* hessian is Its. 20, the maximum cost of production 
of UK) yards of hesNian as calculated on the basis of figures obt4iined from 

several mills is Its. Ui. The net firofit for UK) vurds of liessian is thme- 

fore its. 10. One hundred >ards <d' hessian w’eigti 25 seers and 1<» proiluco 
the .same. 80 sceis (»f I’iivv juti* is required, 'riierefore the ])rofit for 80 secr.s 
of raw jute is Its 10 iuid that for one maund of raw jute is Its. 12-8. whicli 
means that for evcr\ maund of raw jute the jute-grower gets Its. 8-10 in 
the maximum, whi)(‘ llie mills get no less tlian Its. 12-8 in the iiiiniinum. 
The jut(* mills even now at tliis stage lire making hugi* and enonnou.s profit 
while th(‘ jxior agriculturist who produces this i*aw materia] on whose 
prosperity tin* jirosperity of the entii'<‘ province depends, the economic 
structure of the entire firovince n-sfs, is .starving. At the cost of that 
poor agriculturist, even at this stage, in the name of wurr nuiuirements, in 
the name of the demand of the United Kingdom, the jute mills are making 
a huge and colo.ssal profit. We do not grndge them their profit, hut what 
we demand is that better chances and better facilities should also he provid- 
ed for the poor agriculturist of Dengal to remove the huge disparity that 
obtains between the profits earned liy these mills and thosn earned by tb«* 
])Oor agriculturists who have been sucked dry, who have been bled wdiite, 
who have been exjiloited not merely by the foreigners but by tlie jieople of 
this country. 7'hese poor unfortunate s|KM*imens of humanity, these 
victims of oppression must get proper price for their (;rop. We do not 
grudge the millow'uers and the .lute Mills Ass<iciation their profit provided 
they try to adjust .somehow' or other tlie profit they wirn and share it fairly 
with the poor agriculturists of the country. 

Sir, the loss sustained by the last <t(M) will be no lt«<.s than nearly ‘K) 
crores of rupees on a rough calculation. The jute produced is calculated at 
5,493,205 bales, that i.s, 27,406,025 luaund.s. On the basis of that wilcula- 
tion it would come up to nearly 30 cnires of ruyees in the year l{M3-44. 
Similarlv the i>revious crop was 69 lakhs of bales or ‘Mb lakLs of maunds. 
The mills unduly gained and ^he growers unduly lost nearly 35 crores of 
rupees. It can be proved that the agriculturiirts of Bengal have lost on 
aa average nearly 40 crores of rupees a year. Thtit sKows that the Govern- 
ment of Bengal ha(\ scant regard for the agriculturist when they fixed the 
maximum price. The Government of Bengal should have come to the 
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fescue of the agriculturists of the province, when the price of rice had gone 
up abnormally high last year. They should have then fixed the price of 
nee within the purchasing capacity of the people of Bengal. But in order 
to hamper cerlain vested interests in order to paiimer a certain coterie on 
whose suffrage thejr depended, they landed the whole province in disaster. 
At that critical juncture w^hen millions of people were succumbing for 
want of ti detiuite }>olicy or programme, tor the Governments maladministra- 
tion, maldistribution and maladiustment of the resources of the country, 
the Government of Bengal should have, instead of resorting to corruption 
4 ind bribery, filth and abomination, thought of coming to the rescue of the 
people of the ])rovince, and not contributed to their disaster by their own 
bungling and administrative inefficiency was when there is just a chance, 
when there is a demand in the world market for jute, even now when the 
poor agriculturists who have not yet recovered from the ravages of the 
inmine and the aftermath of the disaster which was so serious in its 
implications and re])erciis8ions upon tlie economic structure of the entire 
province, the Governyjent <»f Bengal in order to satisfy the vested interests 
of Clive Street have come forward to fix the maximum i>rice of jute. Sir, 
T do not mind their fixing the minimum price. })iit there are two conditions, 
which have to be satisfied, namely, that there must be a market and that 
the economic price must be maint^iined. If it is economic, if the agricul- 
turist gels Hh. 10 per maund as profit for four bighas of land where he 
produces 40 maunds of jute thcoi In* gets Its. 400 a year with whieli he can 
meet his modest demands and re(|uirements provided that the economic 
price is maintained. That would be perfec tly all right and reassuring 
Sir, we thank the Government of India for having assured the ju'ople 
of this province that they will purchase all the iinNold jute at the minimum 
price provided they implenient their assurance as they have* done in the 
past to feed Greater Calcutta wdien the Govcrnnic^nt of Bengal faib'd to 
feed Calcutta and Bengal. When the Government of lieugal failed, 
thanks to the generosity of Tiord AVavell. the Viceroy of India, he imme- 
diately cUine to Calcutta and provid<*d for supplies to feed (i renter Calcutta. 
Similarly, Sir, if the Government of India have assured us at the jeresent 
moment that they would buy up all the unsold juie ami give a guarantee 
that the minimum price would be maintained and that they would stick to 
that petition, that would really be very encouraging. Our misfoitune is 
that the j)(M)r agriculturists of this couiilrv have no lesources to full Icack 
upon; they have always Wen exploited and used for party aggrandizement, 
^^ir, the poor agriculturists have not been allowed to dc‘termine the policy, 
they have not been allow-ed to determine the pric'e, they have not been 
allowed to regulate the production of jute in this province. The Govern- 
ment of Bengal should have some recognition f(»r the cry that comes from 
that direction. I would appeal to the Government of Bengal, not in u 
spirit of controversy and jiartv jealousy but in the name of suffering 
humanity, to impress upon the (government of India even at this stage to 
abolish the maximum price of |ute. I have great regard for the honesty 
of purpose of Mr. Muazzamuddin Hossain. He observed in the course of 
the debate last year that if we did not agree with the Government of India, 
jute being a war material, the Government of India could fix any price 
they pleased. But T would not certainly accuse the Government of India 
of such dogheadedness as not to be amenable to reasons if the grievan('e< 
of the jute-grower had been voiced in the proper quarters in a proper 
manner. If the Ministry which pretends to repre.sent the people of Bengal 
were sufficiently representative and if they represented the jute-grower’s 
oase to the Government of India with a feeling of sympathy for the un- 
fortunate agriculturist, I can assure vou. Sir. the Government of India 
eould not have sided with the Jute Mills Asvociation but would have yield- 
ed to the demand of the poor jute-grower of the province. I request the 
Government of Beng%l to impress upon the Government of India to abolish 
the maximum price of jute and fix a minimum e(‘onomic price for jute 
in the intereeta of the jute-growers of. Bengal. 
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Mr. OHIRENORA NATH SEN: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I rise to 
support the resolution moved by my honourable friend, Mr. byed 
Badruddoja. Sir, jute has broujjfht money into the pockets of various 
interests out the lot ol the iute-prowers has remained as dark as ever and 
they have remained half fea and half clad. W hen the war broke out in 
19-i9, large exports ot jute and jute products were being made and it was 
hoped that an opportunity had jiresented it.'selt to tin* growers to iinproyo 
their lot. The main reason for their miserable role in jute is that while 
they lacked holding power tlie mills alwavs had the mlvantage of holding 
out* if they so de>ired because ol the large stocks they carry over fnun year 
to year enough to last them for IJ months' continuous working. Tt was 
therefore thought that because ol large overseas demand the huge curry 
over of raw jute wbit h alwa\s acted as a drag on the nriees would be wijaHl 
out and more stable equilibrium in the jute tra<b‘ established. Hut you are 
alieady aw’are w'li\ this hope could not materialise. It is no doubt true 
that since the entry oi .la pan into war the shipping position deteriorated 
and there was a hilling olf in exports (d jute and yite goods. Another 
potent factoi^tliat contributed for this unhappy situation is that powerful 
interests whose interest is U) buy jute at as low a price as possilile were 
working Irom behind. Members aie also aware that at a time when food 
scarcity was at its acutest in this j)ro\ince and pnblii’ demand w'as insis- 
tent tor a restriction in jut(‘ (‘ultivation thereby releasing land lor growing 
more paddy the (fovm-imieiit bad to agree to grant liiamees lor 8 annas of 
the basic iicrcagi’ undei jute for the 1944 crop. The jute year 1944-44 
was cx[»cctcd to close with a largi* carry oicr, ami this decision (d the 
Miuisti\ lor S anna ('ulti\ ation, it was appndicndcd and rightly so, would 
l(‘ad to a fall in the p^cc of raw juic. In early January this year a con- 
lereiK'e of tli(‘ Hciigal (iovernment with the (loveniment. of India was held 
at New’ Delhi and in b'chniaiv the Hmigal (iovernment issued a jiress- 
note stating that as a result of the decisions of the conference the (lovern- 
ment had decflled to grant 8 anna licmii’es. They also advised the agricul- 
turists to plant lip to the full 8 annas and assured then that the (Jovern- 
ment of India had agreed to guarantee a minimum price of raw jute. In 
the same prcss-iuttc the Hcngal (Tovcrnmmit stated that tli(‘ (iovm'iiincnt of 
India would buy up all crop offered at rabuitta and uii-counliy in ord(*r 
to maintuiii the puces that would he fixed liy thmn. Aci’ordingl v, on llie 
oth April, 1914, the (I'rice (\mtnd) (Inler, 1944, was issued by the 
Government (d' India which fixed maximum and minimum prices of raw 
jute of \ari(»us g-rades and maximum ])rices of Tnamilaclure<l go(nls. 
According to the Order the maximuin jirice of thi* Indian jat middle w’as 
fixed at It.s. 17 per iiiaund and the ininimnm pni’e at Ks. l-'i at ( 'silent Ui. 
Prices of other L^rades were fixed with an eye to this price. It is there- 
fore pertinent to mupiire w’h\ the piic(‘s w'ck' at all fixed liy tlie Govern- 
ment. It wa.s certainly not for giving any benefit to the g-rouiTs. Uuther 
the fact that^thc Indian lute Mills A.ssocialion acccpfi’d a huge order from 
the American Government at certain fixed prices wan the motiv(‘ lorci* that 
prompted tlie Government of India to fix .statutory prices. Hut the Pri<’e 
Control Order has been rendered nugatory by various caitses. This will 
also he realised irom the verv low prices of law juti* now in the mufassil. 
In view’ of restricted ex]>oits of raw jute, the mills are practically in the 
position of monopoly buyers. Being favourably situated they and th<*ir 
agents in the mufassil can buy at prices dictated by them. Thu.s the jirice 
fixation has been of help to the growers. In the first place*, the 

prices fixed should he considered low if the prc^'cnt hig-h cost of living are 
taken into account. It is therefore only just thal if prices have to h<* at 
all fixed it should be done at higher levels to he determined with an eye 
to the present abnormal cost living. In the next place, (hi.s monopoly 
position of the mills a.s buyers should he hn»ker/'. Whatever little amount 
of hedging was provided by the Jute Futures Mafket,^viz.. the Fast India 
Jute Association, ii^ not now' available to i he growers a?* tlie Government 
have closed it. In order that buying operations may be sujiported, it is 
22 
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desirablf* that thr Ku^^t Indian Jnte Association should he allowed to 
function, of course under Governnient re^nilation and supervision. The 
AsHociatiou ('oninn'ttce should guarantee that all transactions will he done 
within the niaxima and inininia limits fixed hy the Government. The 
growers tlie?i can hoj)e to get a little higher ]>ri(‘e than they are getting 
now But the fundamental position of an unduly large su])j)ly in rela- 
tion t(( })re‘'Cnt demand remains. ''J'he BM-Md jute season is ex])ected to 
elos<* with a carry over of 41 lakh hales, whereas total consumption includ- 
ing tiie mills, domestic and ext>orts, is not likelv to exceed 70 lakh hales. 
It is therefore necessary that the n<‘Xt cro]) should he set regulated that the 
total outturn does not exceed 40 lakh hal(‘S. It will then muet the needs 
of th(‘ trade, at the same time a reasonahh' carry ovei\ enough to last the 
mills for 4 months, would remain. The (htvernmenf, 1 understand, are at 
present considering the size (d‘ the next cro]). It is mv firm o])inion and 
I believe memhers will also agree with -ime, that licences for tin* next year 
should not he given for more than o ann 4 is 4 )s of the standard acreage. Let 
the Ministry not coinjnit the same mistake they did last year.^ 

Before I close. Sir, T must refer to the rect'nf decision of the Gov(‘rn- 
ment of India to S(*t iij) in Calcutta a Jute 1‘urcliasing I'anel which will he 
charged with the dut> of hu>ing raw jute* to an (‘xtent which will supjntrt 
the jute market at a figure not ludow the guarante(*d minimum })]ices. 
Belated though the decision is, T must welcome it as a mo\c in thi* rig-lit 
direction. The decision is j)erhaps the outccune of the re])ort(*d failure of 
the Indian J\ite Mills Association to anaiige for juirchases of jute at agreed 
rates for specified (juantities over s])ecified ]>eriods But to he really 
effective and useful to the growers, the ]>er.sonnel of the Bam*! sliould he 
such as would contain representatives of jilI the intt^rests from the filed to 
th(‘ factory. It is further necessray that in the ])i('Viiiling ]iosition of 
transport hottlenecks. the Banel should arrange to hu\ through agents even 
in the mufassil, so that grow’crs ina^js' have an op])ortunity to g#*t fair price*'. 

Mauivi ABDUL WANED : 

’^5’^ *r?i ^ i vf]?’ 

?tft TO I cvtTf i cn 

^vfi ^ c^f^i fro i c’t ^ csiw 

froc^ I TO cn w ^ 

cn fflfhiw ^ fTO ^ ^ fov? 

’iriPfT 01 TO G »R<5 

cTt -a’f* i oi toi 

TO CTil TO c’i ?ito to 

c^T 

c^rPl -Ttr^i xm iiPt -zon i 

^ r^zps CTO wtfui z^t \ ^n-TO jtto 

^’(5? c'4t'ii*T c^tTO ’iTCT!g'^ 'sf^t 5rTO 

(vt«i TOf*^ cMtTO ^ to 

TO i\^\ .fit to:?''^ i g sgcir? 

sTitTO fwfiui f»ni'G vn 4?; 

ill, -pf't^ 415F t?t^5G ’ttc^ ?u, 51< 

^ I 4?^ TO c^l$ Fott? I w TO ’ft? ^<;TO 

WXZ^ 5 1^ c?lT 

TOf 1 <1? cTO, c^ftPi c^tft 

TO y TO TOTCi^ I 4^ ’Tcw ’gw Tog v 5 ?g5n 
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i (tpr ^*rWr<T^ tpr^rtv^ 

^ ^ ^ C^t*T tfnitsr^ <ft«fT»?T 

Tsrai R, »n:«r ^rcv 511 'srnr- 

Ts^dR ’T5ini, <iT^ 5m 5n*v^ inn mt^t to ’mr c^inf 

fV?:^ f^r? c*5fmr^n s to w^ i r ’itii ’fttlR 

^ 'm I P“’ f^r^*3 W! TO ^1 a JR'S TO 

c^fir ‘'^^■'^ ' ^?v(:jjin ^ ^rrmi r-fti? ^f<<5i 

^PTO; ^1 ^r'TOt‘4 ra^ I fjTOU ?»rJJ ^t«i<t< SJ-RT, TO^Pl ’IfH 

5T^;^ ^-^T. "-Jt'-i!^ ’r^J ^^l-l to l ^iR.VIji TO^f% >TtI^'"^. 41^ TO 

TO 5^1 TOR^'-T bRiil 5TI?] f4 bl-J inr] »4vr '41 ' (4^ c4 CfR ? ^n, 

(?T CTOT 0*1414 ^ I 4T'4t^ ^•14r*ft44r4 il44 fwt’i ?4 (TT 4^4 4rf'2i4 C-lt I -]? 'lf4'JC4 4'^»R 
(4^41 ■5T4 ^t^M4 4TO T?tr4 4TO 4^-^51 fTOf5FTT4 | C4Mt*^l4 41^14 4]4rW?T 

^T4n:4 4r5i1li:?i‘s ^o^ i^4i »< '4ft^ r/.n^^4 4t»ii:4 f‘fi^ f^.n 4vn 

fw^p^ 4R4f!5ir4‘ii I 1^f*l 4rMftj>r'4*i. ^\U 414 C'4')4t';r4 4tefR4 >Ov^ 1^144 »4 ^Itl? (44414 9A1 \ Wt(^ 
C4 441 ft4^t4 404f’’r-ll4 I hU 4t4 -Pf, f^f*? MlfTOrb^ | 4T4 4lt'^l4 'Itlt-blwlrv^ >f»/- 

41*1 441 ^rT>5 I 04^1 441 STblj y i34 464l«I 4fjl4ctr4 f4-t>4?" f^ri’ 5^4 I 4r4'J 

^1^‘1'n^I? Cb^l 44:^'4 4t:4R«7:1 ^(44 4t‘^T5f4] f4 TO 54 ^4^ 4C4 4r*PTT4l44 CTO 

4*rbr2. '^C4 4? 444 ilTpl ^bl4 414] ^*141 btf'ilTO^. f^"? i34 fo]l4 4^4^ ■i14l?t >?lf4 TOT^. I 
4tt5ir< Btvt “^14) {4 4^0 -1 ef^^Ci blv 441:4. (4 4t4 ^44 44C4 C^fW 

Mo'’l'C4C^i^4 04101^ C^]? 1 Mo'-riTI^I^ 41:4 51:4 4417^4 i]4: 41M11^ '■lfiWr4 '-Ct^ilTS-l •)<' 4*4tlR 

C4. 0>R*f4 5^4) f45 4%” I C4ln^? '£141 (4^ 4T44 4lt | ij? 4t^41 (TO KO'f'O H’»f (?51l4 

4141 Urpi 4rJ11 44C4 i ■JtU*] bC-?! f^Oin? I ^'414 4141 (•(l.b '^llOt'. ’lt!rW4 TOT 

4141, fTO4 4^ bl4 CTO '-IH-M 5*44^ 4l):t(4 UllJl vi,H. tjRvfl TOTO ^CTO fMlTJr^ I 
TOR4 CJ]t TO4 O'^IRl, 'j^U 0 41’JI (•f»5lr44 4l5’4^ TO «1tr515 I TO C11^ f^T^I 444 

'5141 ^i:*]C4 ^'|«T 5^:4 4-C IT4 4C4 TO I ^1^ 4tr?ll4 ’Pf4rfa) »-.TO4“Ml 5nj f''RTO I 
^(44 ®f4 '-lllb '41TO i 41TOM -21011:44 5>4] bR '*^414 SCR 41 I TOfHC4« ^fV4 4*^11(51 ^■R4nn 
TO45r4T ClR'Ili ^<(.1 ''IHC:^' 'H I TOR.‘'4 4f4-4fll 3ir5te4 ’2T14TO4 4444f4*l r«f'4T4 cTO. Ptfi] 
vifTO f5^5>r41 ■<r4oT4 ^RSIS f'lf*! 041:41 il4l‘?t4 r^\^, 4«l4 4l-<41 CTO4 C4ir4i Bjfj} 3iTO4 

^174 .54- 44=f41 4^^4 ^'cR4 4^44 TTO 'T1, (4^-14 TO C4 4*44 T^URi] TOl TO^, 

(CT 4^44 4in4 5TO4 51^*11 i]^ CTO ('TO^^; i34* 4'4r44 414 TOTO CHTJ'^tHl ■'I’l TO (MITHTP C4 
-a^fTO i345l?1 4^4 Cl S'fqpip 4=llR4 ^ITO W 4‘4144 4TO 4IJ^4T ('*11414 R | m 0414 04^14 

TOM14 TO f'iTTRb 1 0^4] ^l3ltC^ 4» tlf^ 4?t '«n5’5*f Cblf^ TOTO4 f^f*] 4lf4^ f*tC»lr 4^5 
CTO f«CIi:^4 4-^41 ^'41TO 4tt TO. CTC^ 4r;Et ’414TO ’tiCTil 41^ 4®r44 'WoTO I wcm 4lt41 u4]5 

(.'4i:£ (TOC^ I 44^ c1C4 514141 r»C]4 ^44 fwi] fTO 5141 4lW i (J? 5f«>ro1 

TO ’IIC*^ 5!4i:& I 01-? »-.ll '.,fijJ1oR4: (4-55? »4l4f»rs 5r4 I ''HcR^ 44 

^41 51C1 '41:^ I '-!l4r^*l 4f f'lf^T'S^I.J Mo"rC50*'^4 TO '«TO4 ‘14: (j '-lo^'c^R^fr^ 

TO r5i:44 I fif^ 4CTO'4 415r il4~ fsf*J 54^-vi ^'©lifffwl TO-W441 C414— fif^ 

W.^ f'>R5 — “-J^mi '41(^4 »4 (4(4 7*4 1” f*'iR4 1^4 C^TO*! ’llcRfl 44 4t41 4*R 

'!py^4| C45iT ^1^14 '^rs (TO ^14 4TJ1 '«^4. '4!(R4 44 41410 CS^f*] 2r>pg4 I Rl^ 

^14 4TO ^Tf5 f^rni sr4C^ bit 4lr.51l4 5fa4cl ^1®? ''i0l4 MOlV ^>14 TOIS- 41ClR *f4 

(4(4 I ^r»^icp (crt ’*i4?m 5 c?r '4RSi4 *''4 4141 1 >r4 4i4i* C4^4 W4- 

^ ^ Rt (Cit =P<0 ^rf5 ]2R»^ r^SSPn 4r4fb I 

Babu MADHU8UDAN SAfIKAR: Mr. Df'jjuty SpeakfT, Sir, Brnf^'al 
in u jiiU‘-Tn<)'vin^ jirovinre. Sonietimi^ hack jute ’^'as re^farded as a money 
crop ot ibi** ]U(»vincc, Imt owinjr to some rcaMiu or oihtr this jute has }»ccii 
losinfT its importuned re^-urdinj? ite j)ricc. Kven some of the districtfi in 
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this province have to depend upon jute for economical improvement. Even 
uow-a-davfl even today those clistricts have to look upon jnte as the main 

money crop Sir, with regard to the price of jute, the problem is becom- 

ing very serious day by day. Government had already kindness to fix the 
maximum as well as the minimuni prices of jute no doubt, but the margin 
of profit is very little t(j the jufe-gro\MU‘h. I am not concerned ''’itb 
the rat(‘ <d })ric4* so fixe(l. My main contention i> that 

(iovernment have fixed the prices of jute in the interests of the 
jule-grovveis in the rural areu'^, but (iovernment have made no 

arrafigemeni to look after whetliiT the jule-^ nov i*ih are rec*eiving the 
()ric(; HO tixed by Government. Government have fixed different ])nees for 
diflerent grades of jute, but the jnte-growers who are growing jute— they 
are illiterate and have little or no knowledge regarding llie gradation of 
jut(‘- have, in these circum.sUime-^, entirely to depend uimii the sweetw’ill 
of the middlemen purchasers. (^»n the\ expect any justice, pi(»])(T treat- 
ment or fair treatment regarding gradation from those persons, from those 
middlemen, who have been exjiloiting tlieni fiom time imimrnorial? In 
this connection I would reciuest Governimmt to appoint Grading Officers 
as well as to establish grading <*entr(‘s lor tin* bemdit of jute-grow(*rs. 

Anoilier defect on the pari of the (iovernment which we see is that the 
Govornmeui have fixed tin* maximum as w<*ll as the minimum prices, but 
they have not made any effort to maintain tho'-e prices. When there is a 
heavy demand for jute, the (piestiou of maintaining jiriees is of little 
importance hut during the dull season, wlu'U all the juirehasers cease to 
purchase, if the Govorninoiit do not inU'rvene, the matter becomes very 
serious. P’or instance. I may rite the state of affairs prevail ig in the rural 
area at (lie moment. Now' the season is \erv dull and millowners and 

middlemen have ceased to jiurehase their jute. But the jute-growers are 

very p<M)r and are not in a position t(j hold over their jute u]) to the season 

time. In this situation the purchasers sit tight and the jute-growers are 

com])(dled to sell out their jute at a lower rate tliaii the rate which has 
been fixed by Government. Glider such eiri umstaiiees, if th»‘ Govern- 
ment do not come in or do not come forward to ]»ur('hasc juti* liy themselves 
or to lend money to the jute-growers against the stocks with them, the jute- 
growers can never get any propiu- price. I would su^gi^st that Government 
at b'asi in the dull season should come forward with a scheme to ]mrehase 
jute from the jut(*-grow'ers to maintain the prices which have been fixed by 
themselves. Sometimes they <'onie forward with a fallacious argument 
that w’hen the jute season is over, gem*rally jute goes out of the hands of 
the growers to the hands of tlu' miildlemen and that they mavl not coiis(‘- 
miently bother about the maintenane<‘ of ]>riees of jute. But (Tovernment 
should bear in mind that the middbmien themsidvi's are not tin* final (on- 
sunnu's. Tf (Government are not in a position to maintain jU'iccs through- 
out the whole year in season and out ()f M‘ason, it would be viuy dangerous 
in the purchasers as wadi as to the sellers. Nobody will come forward to 
invest his money when there is no certainty about the jiriees tixed. So, 
I woubl reipie.st that Government at burst in the dull season should come 
forward to purchase jute bv themselves or distiihutt' loans to the jute- 
growers against stocks with them. 

With these few suggestions, T take iiiy seat. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for lb minutes.) 

(After odjourninent. ) 

Mr. bANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJI ; Dejnity Speaker (t; jtous 
<rtr*TW int jute^fl^ Asstmiblv 

WT Oovemment'ii^ *fr*F ^ *rT^ 

l»t¥i I <tttPTT I *f?r 

^^5^1 OOOy ^4^ W fwf^wr price index 
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rm ^T c r c '- y ^rtr^r^ c?<ttr^ f«r c^f^li^rs ^ ^ 

rs^n ? '»r^; ’r^rv? c^5«i ?rtf , c? ^8\ / ^Cv, ^ 
’ftr^ ^’tr^ ;■ sin i ^ ^ cw=? (Tt cost of 

production f% ^ gt 4 Ts ^ fwf^rr^ a 

tpT^ *fT^ ^;Tr^ cost ( f production ?lO\ / ^^l^ ?ii sn i ^fRus ^ CWtlT 8 

?«f- c < 1 !^ ?ii <4^ ]5Tr5 hc\ ! ^ Rpjr^^’ flf^ jn i 4? '^rrspr 

tfRs 4^^^^ ’HJ’si, 4Ti^s JiR vnrr ^r'?! ^ c?<n (Tj cost of production R ^ 

4^^ (Trtctr^ •'ind?? ^ to c^r^avi % i ^ 

Rr^ ^1 ; (?R u] ’tti^ TO5i 4^ 4^^ RR^ on^i ’t^j' ntn ^ i 

*rpj, 4t >r3?^ R-f-N 3n consumers goods, m W( 

Ji 4 t^ 4 ? ^ iiiflation 4 ^ (TTt RRw nuixiimun price tix 

TO -41^^ ^ c^ I f-^r^ 'itd^ 5TPjiti» fr-r "*i'*f<t*f 

<1 w^pi rr^^ 4^P'iir4 vj|^ v\\^ lu'Shian nmnufacturc Tr-tR# 

TO*T. 4^^T3I I C-iTt^n ^ir^l 4 C.T^ 01 

>rc'i fTT ■•re-' ?$*¥ i 4^r 4^Ti*ft: 44'P‘i t'CvR^j t ^t^r4 

4 ^vf] ^H 1 (TTri ^-ffr? Oi tlf»w] i)if •^nUC' i.^'n 4’'4^ (,’l«-MT 

c^«ti i'R-i '.jj speculatiuii4^ fcT'i fvi^ •’itci^'; mI ^tc^, 4ti;4 RRv TOt 

C'Ts^i orci ''itC'i I fV? r>T'^tr*^i r^'^] c^ ''lin-i i af*P3U.»ri '^Va w^Ji America 

4=?: Ku‘'M)in ^r-ir.]] r^i (j\ 4*j: <]t 4^^ 

7T] vp<r o -jfg -,7 «fvi(.4'ii '.it-e 3j!i; M'. 'S^lR ’-MR Oi AnuTidin MbM'- 

C3i‘T^ 4=1 ',1)1 JJ 'TT't"! *R Rri ^tR Rr-]*’ o=T‘ SoM<*t ^^ia;..n (A vokh' from 

the (lovernmcnt lienclies ‘ Sjiecjal mformutn.n ’”) 4* -T=^5l*tr< ’Rh India 

I?1.1PT ?<]. ^ Jifu Vf] -r; M-w] r:ik|r India '1^‘f ^■^t*< C^h 
W«1 ^1*^1 India '■' zA TP;/ (v|r=t 4=^‘ 'itR'i 'T'lH 4 ^? 

♦IW ^f/TT?] rw^=<' itR ^fri -If -1I-" !]*: '-iif ^jh-TTw^ 1 ?^] J]fw '“il-n rr*pres(*nt 

TO*’ ~it<t-KV=i McM ’-I!’';. India '>rz^'/ =^irT;, 

4t'<l CH'i] Zi]'h. '■'tmif iBt.-.jTTi] IT, '.»»-'-] v;vi» .*] 4'*n^l (•thlM T-f-Thl 

ah IPm ''ly.'T -T] 1 c*?-'*’ •’] >!''^ Tf^R 5l!‘'n r.^'l <n -.( 5 . »jR <3 '=^113 I 

r< '4 if JIuuse4=i ■•’! ■S'l.n vi|r.< -<t -^] vtii; -^T/i-i n\ 

^T<?=^ C'ilb'lll’ 4^1 ^*’11 CB7.»t 4T^r4 '^IfV. ^R'TC'I'J 'll'l ’iR 

r^j- iT-r^M wRp^ vfir^ r^tl =ll'"=n rwp*M ''itti^ :^R4=11 I 4=1’ TOI’i 

^ttr^ ^ 3 ^(Q Rt«!im]= wc'i, 4 oi^{ 'ifn strike threat Rifl?:^-t (Ttfr 

R»! ?‘r==n T^T-'T] d^HineHs allovanee -nRr.r r. 7 i 7 :nr!^ , 4^‘ ^1 

»r:^i3 jute rail]4 strike tocis' 4<: o] ^=n striki^ jute millfl spread 

TO ?ti55 . irpTb? ’J’CT 4^1^ Tfgi^ivTi I ’iR'^Ri=!r=’Ji -.ib ■'I'ato 4i? 

TO ^c^Gs; <Ti t[t4 ’SKi 4 Th ponder magazine nv I ' 4^ c^tr<?n 4=fRr’tf 

vfT^.^:i^ 45i: gc^i c'Aot- =T^tc^i (.wt ''itr-1 c^rif wi^ i r4i 

^ ^tRt 4 i^tr*^ c»ilti margin c f profit c^ R-r c^.’r vMi «Pi ^ipiR i y.v^ 

3 T 3 nj >T 3 f»g p'ascismCT ?F<r*,t-a igi hurdem ( 7 rt?i T 5 t-f*n 

(TOBI 44*v monojK)ly 45^ 4^* 4TO 4t:^i OfT-T^ sftRr* 

magnet €n*f4 4 Rtoc^s Gfr». "iR"* c^- , '’*’^‘<*1'^ 4 Rrh «itwc’^ twn 

tjmw-Thiii c^ I 5 ,,^ profit sacrifice TOtii cTO 

1 ^ hessian 4^1 4^c=c^*t *tli'4, to=9 nfv 4 ^ <tpi^ 

*ttrf , ^5TOT ^ TfX9 01 11 R ijpj (Tj 7 ^ 1 ^ jute mag^ieUi 'jhJi 

^ ’^rsi;: Defence of India Rules 4=1 v^^vi ’P?’? jute milliiR to Uvi sftai 
cost of production ^ c^ hessian Raft W9], 4’J^ ^ jute 
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factory hessianiiij f%|^i ^ 

ftwi >if*f JTu^T 57 <7 7i:wf wm 'srn:^ ^ ^if*r 

wmr tfrwrvJT vftr^, i ^ ^ ?n c^ ^nj tp^t^ ; wprtir 

U. S. A. nr U. S. 8. R. OTi -iiiT OT or-ft ^ order ^ i India Government 

OTi vtr^ Cl c*i7?f C71 7-m ^rrm 4rc»r^ f^ 

^fvi r^cr^; nr, (Ti^ c^ri? r:m ^ nr m or'HPi tfcim 

zx^ •(! I nn w^ nr cr:i'j wK nt ulrri^r^r t[^t7 

c<<T nr ^.rcsi^ ^r^ii rr^ -ii=T‘ zw.^ i,\c^^ ^rfrori; nilr ^Tiin^-ts =Ttf% 

h(jHHian£i*i sn«fi J?m nz rci hcHHianii^ zn order nr^i En^^landii^ 

Governin<*ntr'«P «TiTft*n f^riHfV, Z\iy~^ rr^ 41 r^'-fRJFR C^I n^Fl 

ilm crpi m rrfii nf zf'Azz c^5ir 

«ifr£? Jflf'lui ?t:i n Tjfcr cr\m virr »rtf^ 

51^'^ ^f3i'4 nr '‘^ihf'oiU nr 

4r-ffM 3rt:5!t?r, f4c*m ra rfr^lU 4fe4i?i c^ 421 ^ ^Un >' 5^1 cr^ ni i34i?i 

7 ^;^ TT4 I rr, zizw^n Titvr c>M] .aN izz^ 1 c7 

•rtpTT n\yi ?iv(t?ivrotr=T 'M'm rcr^ zi^-z^ Pi-Fit i\r n^ y-^r ^ii«ioTC4 

'ttriT*! (71 wTiJr ?5TT vrtTPT 5n:4f=T 4>?4 ' 2 r?^: [zz^ 

d ^^5 ?9 Prji^i 5 tTo “^fTTR I (71 (71 R’JT dr*f c» s^i 5nn:5 

maximum nr OT 'Az c^ f^t(7T htt gitr ci 4 f? 4 R 

zd I n^ ?fcir>H fzzciii zir ''ir7.l^< ^ zziz 

^i ^vff^ 4t5i75 ^t?:^ I f*R5 OTi ’3^' '’it"^. r< ^rz^ rj ’^T? =t<,44 

rrrro ; iiT, n^ 4ws (TT? rfZM #( 4i ''ifriJiT jtji 

in pTit^T'-t 4^1 ^CTO cniits 3[4T V^n ZJT R | ^IT^? CbT^I 

\aTi pTiR‘f rci (7rs«i n^^t i nr t^sz^ ’ 5 fpR nr 'i^jr^ns^-^T^i 7 i*n- 

^1 '8f»7iit<(T^r'’ni c^ I zn, ■^•tt ^T'7fs'wR'i;i '=i5^’=i4 

5.‘V \5f5r5f 'f< C»I 73rs r3f:ff''1’4t?r ^tl'>^I "*1(7^ ''1-Tr:i“t' 4T4 n f<^r5 

Sbb^if ;^<?t 7 '®rf^?n c'tr® 'ilR (TT^" fV»Ttr^ ^bbi»3( WT m c^ri d ^r*T2;ij 

fjPTR nr ifT¥i ^iri ^^zn U%ih rr c*rn; rz<, ?irii; rz^ sp(*eulation 

^nR ®ii ; ii]3i* (TT^r^ (?FtJ? 'Sft'HPs z^f'^r c*^ i f^'s (7n5i r^zbz'n r^ 

^tf'it’T 'i]^^ Pt?T (7Tt?1 5T:b75^ 5T7*i;5ir ^p^if 41^ (7^551 CT 547 'ST'y*: 4 T*^tiT 

MTl? 44^^ (71 C()st of j)rodu(*tiou ^tr4 oovtT (Tftc^ i;t^ \ 5 TR 7 

JTlTO *^1^4 <4*l'oir4 I n^ •i]?|! i]? wtft 444|4 ii’54 I il4(; 

^rtfn r:>i 4*nr c*i 4f;cTt4 4fiir?}^ n^ »ftfiii 4T*4t4 ij4t 'si 

f^N^t rm I 

Mr. J. N. SMART: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, the Jute Price Control 
Order which ^nves statutory authority to the muxiiiium and minimum 
prices now ruling, has been in force siiu'e last April and has formed the 
oasis of all contractual obligations entered into between buyers and sellers 
of jute since then. 

It seems to me, Sir, to put it mildly that it is a somewhat irresponsible 
suggestion which my friend Mr. Syed Badrudduja now makes, namely, 
^Diat this basis should be immediately abolished without warning or consi- 
deration of the effect such action would have upon the implementation of 
existing contracts. TheiV are in my opinion very strong arguments for 
retuiuiug permanently both a maximum aipl a minimum price for jute, 
although, of course, the actual prices so fixed would have to be reviewed 
at suitable intervals. « 

The jute trade in Calcutta has in the past fallen :. fre<]uent victim to 
waves of reckless speculation when prices are snbjected to violent manipu- 
lation. The greater the iluctuatiou up or down the better it is for the 
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speculator and the \yorse it is for every one else concerned. A fixed upper 
. and lower price-limit very largely prevents these harmful operations. 

The second part of the resolution and much of what I have heard since 
then seems to imply that jute prices may be fixed with impunitv at any 
level which appears desirable from the point of view of local coiulitions. 

This is a line of thoii«rlit which has often found expression in this House 
during many debates on jute prices It is however an oj)inion which 

does not take sutlieient eount ot the contingent nature of the monopoly 
position which Hen^ial jute holds. To maintain its ])osition in world 
markets the piice-hwel ul jute iuu>t compare tavourahly with that of other 
competing fibres and substitutes, 'rhe long term inlt‘n‘sts ot Bengal jute 
will be best seiwed b\ juTsrrving that 1avoural)h‘ comparison rather than 
by a }niitd\ local outlook as suggested in tlie n‘solution und(‘r discussion. 
Witli that OIK' condition satisfied, 1 am sure all w ell-w iNhers of Bmigal will 
only he t(io*pleas(‘d to .set‘ tbe jniee ot jute alw*a\s lt^io\aiit. 

Sir, in this connection I desire to take this opportunity of hringing to 
the notice oi this Hous(> a situation which has di'vchiped in tin* jute-growing 
districts and which is operating against llie nuiintenunee of juti* jiriees. 
As the llousi* Is aware tills im])ortant cash eroji of Hmigal is financed and 
j)ur(‘has(‘d irom llie growers througb a network ol buying agencies belong- 
ing to .lute Haling (’onipani<‘s seattertal throughout the area. '^I'hese 
(.'onijianies sujijdy all the storing aeeommoilation wdiieh at jiresent exists 
ill the niutassil di>tiicts tor storage ol jute. As tbe trade is ut present 
organis(‘(l, it tliese ('(«n]>anies weie to cease fuiu'tioning, tbt‘ su])]>ly route 
ot jute troni tiidd to tadory w<*uld collapse I’ompletidy with ilisastroUB 
(•ousiMiiieiices on the [irice levid. 

AOw, Sii-. what lias ba]>pened recently is tins. Tin* ('ivil Supplies 
Dejiartnient , in oidei to give etlect to (iovernimmt foodgrains proeurmmmt 
polic\, h.is suddeiil\ become urgeiitlx in need of godown aeeommodal ion in 
which to vtoie (Ul a largi* scale tin* foodgrains jmrebased. In tbu ju1(‘- 
growini: ai('a> the (b'partment lias turned to tlie best buildings tbe\ could 
find ti’oni the jioini ot view <d size, eonstruclion uml location, nanndy, the 
godowii" iioimall\ used tor storing jute. These godowns the departnnmt 
has I iMiui^it lolled lor its purpose under Defence ot India Rules and thus 
rcnioviMi them from service in jute. Sir, I am not hlaniing the (’ivii 
SupplicN DepaitnuMit noi the llou’hle Minister in charge. I am not 
suggesting tlial the situation In* was fai-ed with did not justify the ai’tion 
taken. It was an extreim* situation hut I do wish to emphasise that the 
action taken to meet it was also extrmne. Storing uceommodat ion for many 
lakhs ot maiinds ol jut<', lias disaj)peare(l from these ureas as cttectually 
as if tbe godowns (•(incerned had been devastated b\ a cyclone. W'liole 
jireiniso have been taken over, lock, stmk and barrel, wliich were formerly 
actively engaged in buying jute. The efteetive purchasing power of jute 
has b\ tliis means been ap)»reeiably reduced with inevitable repercussions 
on prices in niutassil markets. It is doubly unfortunate* that this should 
have happeued just when extreme difficulties are being experienced in 
obtaining taeilities tor the <lespateh of jute from the.se interior centres to 
Calcutta. If a buying agency cannot des]iatch its stocks to (Jalcuita, 
it may continue to buy if at least it can store the jute on the 
spot. But if the moans of storing are also lemoved, then puijchase must 
( ea>e entirely. The removal of all those godown^ from the trade has caused 
nnich stoppage of business and much liard.ship to the merchants concerned 
and to the employees. It hun also meant the closing dowm of many sounjes 
of oflf-take to the cultivator. That, .Sir, is the position that 1 wish the 
House to take note of. * 

• 

I would welcome an assurance from the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
Commerce, Labour and Industries that he apjireciates the burden that has 
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been laid upon the jule price-level and that he will do all in his power to 
ensure that the present state of affairs will not have to be endured indefi- 
nitely. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I have 
n(*thing njore to add to what has been said by nxy friend the mover. Nor 
do I know, Sir, of any more facts and figures or statistics about the jute. 
I rise to speak a few words only to indicate the support of the party to 
which 1 have the honour to belong. Sir, this is a very important resolution 
that is before the House and it deserves the serious consideration from the 
Government of Bengal. Sir, from popular point of view I want to speak 
a few words. It was certainly to safeguard the interests of the purchasers 
that maximum' price was fixed. It presupposes that left to normal fluctua- 
tion the maximum price would have gone further up. From the figures 
that have been placed before the House by the mover we can safely say 
that if maximum price of jute is to be fixed at all, it should^ be not less 
than Its. 80 so that from the margin of profit that the hessian producers 
are obtaining the portion may be distributed equitably to the growers. 
Now, Sir, w'e all kmm that the prices of agricultural implements, prices 
of bullocks have gone up and the cost of living has also gone up. There- 
fore it is very necessary that there should be a minimum price fixed for 
jute «o that the minimum (xin never go down the economic level. The 
minimum price of jute should be Ks. 28 or so. The Government’s 
indifference to move in the matter .shows indifference to the interests 
of tlie growers. It is to safeguard the interests of the growers that fixation 
of minimum price is iiecess^iry. It is a test to whitli Government is put. 
If the Government is really anxious to look into the inlerests of the {.^rowers, 
we shall this evening hear .some kind of assuranc<‘ irom the Minister that 
the Government will immediately move in the matter and fix the niininiiim 
price for jute and also enhance the maximum price. 

Now, Sir, in this (*onnection I think it will not be out of place to 
mention that Government’s indifference to the interests of peasants and 
growers is becoming promiiienl. All over tlie jirosince the> have apjMiiiited 
chief agents for procuration of paddy and ri(‘e. I'his monopoly given to 
the chief agents is really causing havoc to the ]»roducers. In Dinajpur 
paddy is now selling at Its. 2 and Its. 2-8 per maund, 1 submit that the 
cost of production of jiaddy will be at the niiniinuin Its. d or Its. dA per 
maund when these producers and peasants liave been conipelb'd to sell their 
paddy at Its. 2. The reason is that the chief agents are refusing to buy 
paddy and the former f^r meeting their demands are compelled to sell 
paddy at much lower than the production prices. In this way Government 
IS indifferent to the interests of producers and growers. AVe hope and trust 
that Government will move and show that they really take interest in the 
peasants and growers. 

AVith these few words, Sir, I support the resolution that has been so 
ably moved by my friend. Mr. Syed Badrudduja. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I would not 
have liked to strain myself this evening after the performance of yesterday 
but for the misleading attempt of mv honourable friend Mr. Smart from 
the European Benches to misguide the House as regards the justification 
for maintaining the maximum prices for jute. I do feel that neither the 
party supporting the Government excluding the European Party nor the 
party or parties in opposition need be told the urgency of providing to the 
agrioulturists of Bengal the maximum pos8ib\e price for their agricultural 
products — for rice, paddy, and jute in particular. There will be hardly 
any difference of opinion on this question. The statement made by 
Mr. Smart is that as’ a result of certain assurances, contracts had been 
entered into, which contracts have to be respected, and it would be really 
a serious disaster to the province, if at this stage any attempt is made to 
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interim with the maximum prices which have enabled the jute mills to 
maintain^ that contractual relationship. To this I humbly submit one 
fact. When the maximum prices were fixed, we were given to understand 
that this was with a view to maintain a supply at a very early date of 
nearly 70 crores of yards of hessians to the United States Government and 
at a price which that Government w^as dictating, namely, not more than 
Rs. 20 per hundred yards of hessian. I w^ould ask Mr. Smart and his 
friends whether while the Indian Jute Mills Association was so very 
insistent on seeing that the maximum price never exceeded, they have 
exercised similar vigilance over the maximum price that the jute mills 
levied for the hessians that they manufactured. If an impartial enquiry 
is set on foot by the Hon’ble Minister in charge, 1 shall be able to prove 
to the satisfaction of (iovernment that while on paper some of these mills 
have kept themselves within the limit that wa.s announced, there have been 
enormous black-marketing done by European managers of these mills for 
benefits not^o the mills so much as for their personal gain. (Mr. Dhirendra 
Nath Datta : “Shame, shame”.) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Black-marketing in juteV 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Black-markcting in hessian. The 
maximum jirice was announced to remain at Its. 20, hut there had been 
instaiK'cs, and these instances were not few, when freely jute mills levied 
much higher price for the hessiau manuiactured by them. There have also 
been instances in which respectable, so-ealbal reHj)ectiible, Euroi)ean bouses 
set up underlings bek)w them to get deliveries under fictitious orders to 
enable bUcli intermediaries to partake of some share of the blaek-market 
profits and to enable these mill managers or .sales mamigeis to get huge profit 
out (d the transactions. As a result thereof have b»'en benefited neither 
the T’nited States (joverrinnuit nor the Government of (in^at Britain, far 
less the cultivators of Bengal. The wlnde transaction in regard to the 
fixation of the niaxinunn prices of jute apjieara to us at any rate to he 
entirely without any justification. It was reveab‘d, Sir, in rejdy to some 
Questions in the Geiitral liOgislatiire a few days ago that tlie prices of the pro- 
ducts of tills }>i-o\iiice are otten forced down interests aliroad for outside 
this province and outsiile India so much so that while Indian consumers 
could not get tea for anything le.ss than Be. 1 per lb the British consumers 
Lave been getting through the good ofliees of the Indian (Jovernnient and 
the U. K. (\ (’, lea for the civil ])opulatioii at soinetliing like six annas 
per lb. The same story is re]>eiited in this (‘ase as well. 

Even assuming that the United States (loverninent and the United 
Kingdom Government were anxious to get hessian supjilied to those respec- 
tive countries at conijiaratively low prices I feel that there was not the 
slightest economic justification for such niaintcriaricc of iTiuximum prices. 
This di.sposes of the argument of Mr. Smart with regard to the danger of 
doing away with the maximum prices fixed lust \ear. 

In fact, Sir, on the floor of this Afw?enil)ly on the bifi July, IfMd, w^e 
sought to move an adjournment motion when it was revealed that a back- 
door attempt was being made by the Indian Jute Mills Association to have 
maximum prices fixed under an ordinance. The Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of Commerce, the Hon’ble Mr. Shahabuddin, at that time vehemently 
protested here and like (Vser’s wife above suspicion said th/ee or four 
times with great emphasis that there w^as nothiijg like that and that there 
was no proposal that he knew" about. When w’e categorically asked him 
whether he had known that, the Indian Jute Mills Assoidation did put 
forward a proposal to keep the maximum priees maintained at Ks. 14 to 
Rs. 19 for bottoms and fops he vehemently defified any knowledge of it. 
We on this side o4 the House, Sir, had* to take his* word for whatever it 
was worth for granted. Soon thereafter however the order was issued and 
it completely belied the statement made by the Hon’ble Minister. Rither 
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GoTernnient did not J(now anything about it or it proved the utter callous- 
ness of the department which did not keep this information that an attempt 
was being made by the Indian Jute Mills Association to secure an Order 
or Orditmnce from the Government of India to that effect. Thereafter we 
found that very often prices tended to lag behind and fall below the 
ceiling prices. Once or tw^ice great anxiety was cau.sed throughout the 
proviiKM*. What generally happens is that just before the .sowing season 
an aUenijd is made always to push up the prices And just when the crops 
are available an elaborate corre.spondence goes on to withhold purchases 
and prices go dowui. The same thing happened here also in this ])articular 
year and in njiite of the fact that a iriininnim was determined or rather 
indicated by (jovernment in the months of Se})tember and October there 
W'cre plac(‘s in Bengal where prices did go down to an alaiuning extent. 
J do admit, Sir, that at the present moment tlie prices an* not (juite so low 
us they W(*re in September and October and there is just a slight brightening 
uf) of the situation ii^the rural areas. The figuia^s for tt)day «lhat I have 
so tar been able to collect go to show that at (Jiarmaguria and Raipura 
bottoms are selling at Its. II and Hs. 11-4; at Naraingunge Ks. 11, at 
Chandpur side at something which probably makes it uneconmrjical for 
buying (Jiundpur jute, because ('handpur juice i.- a little higher than 
what th(‘ Oalcutia ])rice juirity wamld |)(‘rniit. Similar is the case practi- 
cally with all Bengal riverine |)oints. However, Sir, it is not (juite so true 
of Assam j)oints. This is only b(‘caus(‘ we have had tlirough the good 
offices of the steamer comjianies a co-ordinated 8ervi(‘(* under the Din'ctorate 
of the River Trans})orl, and we have been able now to ensure better 
traTis|)ort than could be done in the previous years.** On the other hand, 
wherever trun.sport is difficult likt* Assam or tlie interior oi Bengal there 
the |)rices still continin* to be very low’ <‘omj)are(l to the j)arit\ ot j)roduc- 
tion and conij)ared to the c(»st of jiroduction of the agriculturists In the 
interior (d' the Uangjmr district the jvrices at the juesent moment ar«* ruling 
v<*ry low' and that is because, a.s you may lx* aware, tlo* nielrt* gauyc* section 
from Parbatipur onw’ards to the east has been very lu'avilv ov(*r-loaded with 
war transport and tratlic to and from Assam. Assam jute traflic now has 
been very difficult. So the j)rices ruling there have been (*xtn‘niely low. 
But, Sir, that is a jioint which has to be gone into sej>aiati*ly and I do feel 
that (lovernment should take this matter Uj> with tlu* Railways and other 
transjxu't agimcies that ctmld juovide better facilities of transjiort from 
those points where jirices at the present moment arc extremely uneconomic 
and low’. 

Sir, I agree with Mr. Smart — in fact I was mys(*lf going to jxiint that 
out - that one of the potent leasons for the low jirii’es in some nuifassil 
areas is the total ab.sence of available storing arrangements and available 
godow'U spaces both in the mills and other places in Calcutta as well as in 
the mufassil. The Civil Supplies l)ei)artment ami idher <lej)artments of 
Government have had large areas reijuisitioned or taken over and as a 
result the mills are not buying for storage and stock. The mufassil mill 
agents are not in a position to stock more than what is immediately needed. 
Tliis matter should also receive very careful consideration. The recent 
announ(‘eine»it of the (rt)verninent of India to .>et up a Jute Purchasing 
Board for (’alculta has been applauded or acclaimed by some. I am not 
very hopeful of success there. I do not feel that any agency of that type 
could keep' up prices because that will neither have the necessary technical 
or other staff available nor will they take financial responsibility for under- 
taking such a big commercial transaction as the purchase of jute would 
involve and this may lead Jio corruption and*^ other kinds of abuses. 

Th^ normal method would have been to restrict the jute acreage to a 
loyel which would keej) prices up to a minimum level which in the estimate 
of Government and tligir experts w'ould provide sufficient margin of profit 
to the agriculturists of Bengal compared to the parity prices of other 
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articles that they could produce on the soil, viz., paddy, sxigarcane and so 
on. I submit, Sir, that Mr. Syed Ihidruddujii’s resolution has in that 
respect been very well-conceived. In the first part of his resolution he 
submits his arguments for taking away or withdrawing the control imposed 
by Government for maintaining the maximum price. There could be no 
earthly, economii' or any other justifit-ation for maintaining the upper level 
of prices at a time ])ai tieularl\ when (iovernment is not in a position to 
assure the aLrricnlturists a maximum level ot prices for their consumers’ 
goods including llndr iootl If normal economic levids would justify higher 
prices, there is no possibli‘ logical ground for innhting the agriculturists 
of till* legitimate valin* of tlieir crops which tlicy otherwise would be 
entitled to. In mso (Jovt-rnment wanted to maintain ceilain sii(>plies. the 
supjilics could oul\ be maintained at economic prices. In fact. Sir, in the 
Prcs> Note ol FchniaM, Ptl-t, to which my liononraldc friend. Mr. Dhirendra 
Natli Sen, drew attention, the (iovernment ot India did mention that they 
would ti\ to maintain jute pnee at the minimum lc>*rd of Hs. lo ]u*r maund 
at ('alcutla and at parit\ levels up-country. Nothing of that kind has been 
dom* so ia! and it (io\ernmeut have not bei'ii able to kei'p their promise 
willi regard to the minimum level of prices in ('aliaitta or the ]iaritv level 
outside, in the miiiassil areas, this should be \et anotlier ground (or the 
( fo\ Cl nnicnt ol Bengal to pres^ the (ioNcrnment of India to withdraw (heir 
insi>icne(> on maintaining the maximum level of prices. This is (he 
oppoilune moment when this debate lias taken jilaei*. 1 believe, Sir, that 
bhoi iK till* ( io\ ei nineiit of Bengal would be railed upon to determine the 
acieage that tbe\ wopld allow tor (he next \ ear’s I'roji and I do supjiort the 
suggestion ]»ut iorward by ni> tiicnd from the Bengsil National (’hainher 
ot (’onmieicc that lor the coming \car at least the (iovernment should not 
coinmii the same mistake as lliev did in the previous y(*ar and try to maiti- 
laiii the level ot jute acreage at one-tliird of the standard year BMtI. 1 
would onl\ suggest that so tai as .(iite priees are eoneeiued, (iovernment 
should ne\ei tn to dahhle with this matter in the manner tlie\ have done 
so ioni;. ( lov el nmeiit's oni\ and sole concern should be to jirovide for the 
agricult in is|s of Bengal the maximum prices that they could rcasomihly 
iibtain and even it tor the time being there iiia\ be fiuct uat ions, (he benefit 
ot Hud nations el prices nm\ go to llie agrieiilt urists and not to the handful 
ot Kui<*j)eaii milhovners exjiloiting Bengal. 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I 
have listened to the debate with very great rare and attention. I must 
sa> that I am sui]iris<Ml that Dr. Sanyal lias said that Mr. Badrudduja has 
brought this resolution at tlie most jiroper and oppoitune time. If 1 may 
so, 1 think Mr. Badrudduja’s lesolution is most confusing and shown 
lack of knowledge or at least ignorance of the actual facts, liie resnlutioti 
runs thus: “This xVssembly is of opinion that the statutory maximum 
price fixed for jute should be immediately abolished and be replaeed by a 
statutory miiiiimim price to be fixed ever\ year in eonsideration of the 
current prices of staple fooderops.’’ Sir, the resolutimf perhaps assuTiies 
that there is no ininimuin price and it seeks to abolish the maximum price 
and replace it by a minimum. 

Mr, DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: It does not assume anything like 
that . 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN: Intake it that 'this is the 

interpretation — that can be the only interpretation of the resolution as it 
stands. ' 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: No/ ^o. 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. BHAHABUDDIil: However, the position as it 
exists now is that there are both iiiaxiinum us well as minimum prices. 
Mr. Badrudduja wants, and some of the members in the Oppositipn have 
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also that there should be only a minimum and not any maximum. 

T consider that that would be a very unreasonable proposition. Objection 
could however be raised had Government fixed a maximum price for raw 
jute only without at the same time fixing a maximum price for manufac- 
tured goods. As there was a maximum price for raw jute, there was 
also a maximum price for manufactured goods. I am glad, Sir, that some 
of the members of the Opposition had to admit — because they are fully 
aware of the facts — that there is a maximum price fixed for the manufac- 
tured ^oods also. 

Dr. NALIHAK8HA 8ANYAL: In paper. 

The Hofl’ble Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDtN. As far as that is concerned, 
Sir, I hope my friend, Dr. Sanyal, will not mind if I say that he has taken 
up the role of Inspector of Drains and he only goes out and finds out things 
which are dirty and obnoxious ^ 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Yes, and they are the best servants of 
the society. 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: I am very glad that Dr. Sanyal 
accepts that position. However, what I was going to say was that as long 
as there i.s a maximum price for manufactured goods there cnnnot be any 
reasonable grounds of objection for the maximum price for the riiw mate- 
rial. I admit that comparatively speaking there may be a slightly better 
margin of profit in the case of manufactured goods than in the case of raw 
inalerials. That is one of the points which has befii made out ])y my 
friend, Mr. Bankim Chandra Mookherjee, and some of the other speakers. 
They say that W(‘ ought to have represented to the fotvernnieiit of India 
to fix a higher maximum price and Mr. Mookherjee went so far as to say 
that ho had information that the ITnited States of America and the Soviet 
Russia W(‘re j)rei)ared to pay a higher price for jute if })roper r(*presenla- 
tiuns were made to them. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Actually the U. S. A. consumers paid 
higher jirices. 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: No, Sir That point was raised 
on the last occasion when the Government announced tlie decision as to 
the fixation of the maximum and minimum prices and I had on that 
occasion exj)lained that a very strong and forcible representatoin was made 
at the time on the question of the fixation of prices. At a conference held 
at Delhi there were the Chief Minister, the Finance Minister, the Civil 
Supplies Minister, the Agriculture Minister and uiyself and we had two 
or three days’ discussion. We went into the facts and figures thoroughly 
and those prices were fixed as a result of a settlement between the two 
parties. It pains me to find that a man like Dr. Sanyal wants us to go 
and try to get unlimited high j»rices for jute. He of all persons ought to 
know that the utility of jute is there as long as it remains at a price-level 
which is economic for the industry or the trade to buy. The moment we 
aim at a very high price-level there is the danger of losing the entire trade 
for all time to come. It is our misfortune that we do not realise or at 
least we deliberately pretend not to understand this aspect of the question. 

Now, Sir, I will come to the arguments that have been advanced by 
the members of the Opposition today. If they are analysed you will find 
that there is no material to oppose the action of Government so far taken 
in, coming to that arrangement with the Goverrment of India in fixing the 
maximum and the minimutif prices. Mr. Bokainagari has skid that the 
Bengal Government so jong'liatl said that it was impossible for the Govern- 
ment to fix the minimum price, but now by fixing the maximum they 
themselves have indirectly admitted that the minimum could be fixed. 
He is totally ignorant that the Government of Bengal has fixed a minimum 
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price fdso. As I said ou the last occasion , as far aa the fixation of the 
minixnnm and maximum prices are concerned, it is the most valuable 
achievement of this Government which was not possible so long. I am 
thankful to Dr. Sanyal for his statement that at tne present moment the 
trend of priee.s are upwards and he has complained that in September and 
October the prices were very low. (Mr. Diiirkndra Nath Datta: No, 
it was not so.) 1 find that two members of the Opposition are attacking 
each other. The juice.s that have been quoted by Dr. Sanyal cannot be 
considered low and certainly not below the minimum parity pritn* of 
Calcutta. ' 

Now, Sir, as far a.s Ihe growers are concerned this year according to 
our information they have received ihe following prices in July. The 
prices wi‘re on uii average irom 11s. 10-8 to Ks. 12-8 in July and August 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Where P 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: That is a very pertinent 
quetsion, 4 am quoting the prices and 1 will mention the places also, and 
that will be helpiul. Most of the information has been gathered through 
our Special Otticer for Jute Prices through the Jute Regulation staff of 
the mufassil. 

Mr. ABDUL WANED: 'Q I 

The Hon'ble Mr. 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, it is very easy to come and 
protest here. Rut most of us who have been out on tour have contacted 
the people and our information is corroborated by the information given 
by our officers. ^ 

Then Sir, as fur as September and October prices are concerned, 
Dr. Sanyal said that the rates were very low. Rut 1 will read two lines 
from a letter of my esteemed friend Mr. Israil who wrote that the prices 
were going down in the latter part of October. He had complained when 
prices w’ere going down. n 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: 1 have got a letter from the Narayan- 
ganj Chamber of Commerce 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. BHAHABUDDIN: He said in that letter: ; On 
returning from (>alcutta after attending the meeting of the Jute Advisors 
Committee I found that the jute prices ruling in mufassil centres 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: On a point of order, Sir. Is 
the llon’hle Minister entitled to place before the Legislature a copy of a 
private letter addressed to him? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: He is not reading the letter: he is only 
reading an extract from it. 

The Hon’bie Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: Very well, Sir, I shall not auoU 
from that letter. As 1 was saying, Mr. Israil wrote me that up till the 
end of October the prices were ruling very satisfactory under the Jute 
Control Order. They were for good jute from Rs. 17 to Rs. 18. 
(Dr. Nai/naksha Saxyal: All bunkum!). That is for tosha and not for 
ordinary jute, and bad jute from Rs. 14 to Rs. 15 but, Sir, nobody can 
deny that the prices w^hich the purchasers have got this year they have 
seldom received in the past throughout the year. 1 admit, towards the 
end of October there was a trend downwards. As soon as we 'heard alwut 
it we took necessary steps. We contacted the Government of India and 
asked them to fulfil their undertaking, namely, to set up a Purchasing 
^oard and implement the undertaking. WTie^ I was in Delhi in November 
I saw the Hon’ble the Commerce Member myaelf and explained the posi* 
tion to him and ]flien he came down sometime in khe middle of November 
I again saw him. I believe, honourable members have seen the result in 



a Press Note, namely, tl\e Government of India have a^eed to set up a 
Purchasing Hoard and undertake the purchase of raw jute to maintain the 
minimum price, but as Dr. Banyal himself has pointed out, at the present 
mament the trend of the price is upward and it is certainly nowhere near 
the mininyini. That being so I submit, Sir, that the assurance that was 
given by uoverniiient to a large extent has been fulfilled. 

Sir, I won’t take much time of the House but conclude rny speech by 
drawing the attention of honourable members to the steps that we have 
tiij(eii to ensure the benefit of parity price of Calcutta to the growers. I 
must point out that it is not possible in a matter so big and important like 
this to take all the necessary steps in one year, to perfect the machinery 
and work it out, but I claim. Sir, that we are on the right line. 

Before I mention the steps that we are taking there is one point I want 
to refer to; this has been stressed by some of the members, specially by 
Mr. Smart. Many of the members do not realise what would have been 
the position had there not been this arrangement which was arrived at. 
The price of jute would have been much lower than what‘ it is now. 
Mr. Smart has pointed out the difficuHies of the ii-dustry and most of us 
know those difficulties. We have heard about the storage condition of the 
bailing agencies. You know the diliiciilties of tlie transport ; you also 
know what are the difficulties under which the mills are 'working and that 
a number of mills have closed down. You are also aware of the difficulties 
of coal. With all these difficulties we have been able to maintain the 
price-level and this is entirely due to the arrangements that were arrived 
at between the (iovernmeiit and the (jovenimeiit <d India. 

Now, Sir, 1 may tell you the steps that we havi; taken for future as 
well as this year. The first thing ne(*e8sary w^as that we should give the 
cultivators the correct information of the ruling j)rice8 in (’aleutta. For 
that purpose we have set up (190 centres, wdiich are mostly jute regulation 
organisations, and proposal for another 109 centres is ])eu(iing. We expect 
to have 2,000 centres working during the next two seasons. 

The next point is, as you are aware, that cultivators suffer trom not 
know’ing how to properly grade the jute. I admit that this year we have 
been able to do very little. So far we have set up seven jute-grading 
parties and steps are being taken to organise anoth(‘r Id, but 1 hope that 
during the coming season w*e shall be able to set up at least 100 such 
grading parties and I hope that the members realise its importance and 
how' beneficial it may prove. 

There is another subject which we intend to take up, that is, to set up 
warehouses and jutesale societies. Obviously the establishment of the 
wairehouses and jutesale societies has to be done tliroiigli the Co-operative 
Department and we have already ajiproached the Co-operative Department 
and reipiested them to prepare .Mcheme. (The Special Officer of the Cki- 
op(mitive Dejuirtmcnt has already underUiken to prepiue a scheme). 1 hojie 

that ne.\t season we will be able to have at least two, if not three, w'are- 

houses as an experimental measure and a few* jute sale societies actually 
'Working. 

Sir, 1 feel that 1 must refer to what Mr. Badrudduja said but who 
unfortunately acted contrary to that. He apjieuled to (iovernment to rise 
above party polities on this jute question as it is the most important question 
affecting the well-being of the people of Bengal, rnfortunately, if one. 
reads his speech from beginning to end, it has been nothing but party 
politics. He has accused th? (iovernment or the party by saying that they 

are trying to exjdoit the cultivators. If any one can be found guilty of 

trying to exploit the cultivators, it is Mr. B^.d^udduja and he has trie4, 
to do this tmlay by moving^ this resolution. 

There is just one pohit. As far as storoge facilities are concerned I may 
mention that there have been storage difficulties and this has been brought 
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to my notice, and I can assure the House that we will take all possible 
steps that there should not be further encroachment and more arrangements 
will be made for increased storage in future. 

Sir, I oppose this resolution. 

Mr. 8YED BADRUDDUilA: Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 rise on a personal , 

explanation. 

The motion of Mr. Syed Badrudduja that this Assembly is of ojiinion 
that the statutory maximum price fixed for jute should he immediately 
nlndished and be repUiced by a statutory minimum price to be fixed every 
year in consideration ot the current prices (d stajile foodcrops was then 
put ami a division taken. 

(Wliile the division bell was ringing.) 

Mr. SYED HASAN ALI CHOWDHURY: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, the 
Hon’ble Minister has just said that Mr. Badrudduja is exploiting Die 
cultivators.# AVe are curious t(» know how Mr. BajJrudduja is exploiting 
the cultivators, because we know that Mr. Badrudduja is a harmless person 
and that he is not an exploiter. 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: You cannot a.sk that n(»w. 

Mr. SYED BADRUDDUJA: Sir, 1 wanted to rise on a point of personal 
explanation. The HoiTble Minister wants to mislead the House. He has 
made a baseless insinuation and has said that 1 want to exidoit the culti- 
vators. 1 want most emphatically to repudiate that insinuation. 

The division on Air. Syed Badrudduja’s motion hud the following 
revSult : — 

AYEft— 27. 


Abdul Waned, Mautvi. 

Abdur Razzak, Maulvl. 

Ahmed All Enayetpuri, Khan Bahadur 
Maulana. 

Asimuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Badi Ahmed Choudhury, Khan Bahadur 
Haji. 

Badruddoja, Mr. Syed. 

Banerjee, Mr. Pramatha Nath. 
Chaudhurl, Ral Harendra Nath. 

Das, Babu Radhanath. 

Datta, Mr. Dhirendra Nath. 

Dutta, Mr. Sukumar. 

Dutta Gupta. Miss Mira. 

Glasuddin Ahmed, Mr. 


Hasan All Chowdhury, Mr. Byed. 
Kundu, Mr. Nishitha Nath. 

Mahzuddln Ahmed, Dr. (Bogra). 
Mandal, Mr. BIrat Chandra. 

Maqbul Hosain, Mr. 

Muhammad Afzal, Khan Bahadur Maulvl 
Syed. 

Ramizuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Roy, Mr. Charu Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. Patiram. 

Sanyal, Dr. Nalinaksha. 

Shamsuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Sur, Mr. Harendra Kumar. 

Thakur, Mr. Pramatha Ranjan. 

Tofel Ahmed Choudhury, Maulvl Ha)l. 


NOES— 53. 


Abdul Aziz, Maulana Md. 

Abdul Motaleb Malik, Dr. 

Abduiia-AI Mahmood, Mr. 

Abdur Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. F. M. 
Abdur Rasohid Mahmood, Mr. 

Abdur Rauf, Khan Bahadur Shah (Rang- 
pur). 

Abui FazI, Mr. Md. 

Abui Hosain Ahmed, Mr. 

Ahmed All Mrldha, Maulvl. 

Jtifazuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvl. 
Amlnullah, Khan Sahib Maulvl. 

Barma, the Hon'ble Mr. Premhari. 
BIrkmyre, Sir Henry, Bart. 

Biswas, Mr.' Rasik Lai. 

Chakrabarty, Babu Narendra Nafayan. 
Chippendale, Mr. J. W. 

Das, Rai Sahib Anukul Chandra. 

Faztui Quadir, Khan» Bahadur Maulvl. 
Fazlur Rahnuui, Mr. (Daooa). 


Ferguson, Mr. F. F. M. 

GoewamI, the Hon’ble Mr. Tulal Chandra. 
Gupta, Mr. <1. N. 

Gurung, Mr. Damber Singh. 

Hahzuddln Choudhurl, Maulvl. 
Hamiduddin Ahmad, Khan Sahib. 

J asimuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur 

Maulvl. 

McIntosh, Mr. G., C.B.E. 

Mandal, Mr. Amrlta Lai. 

Mandal, Mr. Banku Beharl. 

Mandal, Rai Sahib dagat Chandra. 
Mandal, the Hon'ble Mr. Jogtndra Nath. 
Morgan, Mr. G., C.I.E. 

Moslem All Moliah, Maulvl M. 
Muhammad Ibrahim, Maulvl. 

Muhamiimd Israll, Maulvl. 

Mukerfed; the Hon'ble Mr. Taraknath, 
• M.B.E. ^ 

Muiilofc, Mr. Mukunda Bohary. 
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HttilMk, tiM Hwi'bM Mr. PiUln Miary. 
MwtagawMl Haqiw, Mr. Syad. 

HMkut, Mr. Pratanm Dab. 

Sarfcar, Dabu Madhutudan. 
tiraiul Islam, Mr. 

ShalMlHiddln, the Hon'bla Mr. Khwaja, 
C.B.E. 

Slngha, Babu Kshatra Nath. 

Blrdar, Babu Litta Munda. 

The Ayes bein^f 27, and the Noes 


Smart, Mr. 4, N. 

Bmyth-Oabouma, Mr. 0. G. 

Stark, Mr. A. F. 

Stavanson, Mr. R. A. H. 
Buhrawardy, tha Hon’bia Mr. H. 8. 
Tamlzuddin Khan, tha Hon'Ma Mr. 
Walker, Mr. 4. R. 

Yusuf All Choudhury, Mr. 

the motion was lost. 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 7-27 p.m. till 4 p.m. on Monday, the 
11th December, 1944, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proct^ffinti of tli« BwfAl Lefitlative Attembly aiSMiblod imder 
ik provisions of tbe Govemment of India Ac^ 1935. 

The Assf.mbly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, tin Monday, the 
11th December, 1&44, at 4 p.m. 


PrasMt 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon'ble Mr. Sykd Naushek Ali) in the Chair, 11 
Hon’ble Ministers and 181 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(tft wliicli oral anawm were given) 

^ Dearth of Fish In Bengal. 

*93. Mr. J. R. WALKER: (a) Is the Hon*ble Minister in charge of the 
Agriculture Department awdre — 

(i) that tisn is an essential item of diet for the people of Bengal; 

(n) that there is an abundance of fish in' the inland, estuarine and sea 
fisheries of Bengal ; and 

(in) that owing to extreme scarcity and high pricet., fish is at present ' 
unobtainable by a large section of the jxipulation Y 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to staie what steps have beeh 
taken by (ioverninent-r- 

(i) to reorganise and expand the Department of Fisheries; 

(tV) to increase the supply of fish to (Calcutta and other urban areas; 

(ill) to rehabilitate and organise the fishermen ; 

(tr) to organise the marketing of fish; 

(r) to se(‘ure control over supplies and distribution; and 
(in) to regulate prices 

MINISTER in oharga of the AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT (tilt 
Hon*bla Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muzzamuddin Hosain): (a)(i) and (u) Yes. 

(in) It is beyond th<^ means of jxiorer jieople to buy better quality fish 
daily, 

(b)(i) Government have already decided to expand the existing Depart* 
ment of Fisheries so as to include 4 Deputy Directors, 8 Superintendents, 82 
District Fishery Officers and 90 Field Assistants. Some appointments hava 
already been made, and difficulty is now being experienced in finding quali- 
fied jwrsons for the higher posts. It is hoped that the Department will be 
in full strength shortly. 

(u) and (ni) Larger supjdy of fish depends partly on rehabilitation of the 
fishermen and partly on l)etter lrans|)ort facilities for fish. The needs of 
fishermen in the Province are being investigated by the I>iBtrict Officers as 
part of the rehabilitation programme and already considerable quantities of 
yam have Wen supplied to the fishermen. The question of improving the 
transport facilities has been taken up with the railway authorities who have 
promised co-operation. One of the difficulties in the transport of fish in fresh 
condition is lack of adequate ice. To remeily this Govemment have appoint- 
ed an Ice Controller whose business will be to maximise production and con- 
trol distribution so as to make available a larger* supply of ice for the fish 
trade, 

(tr) In some of the princi^l fish assembly cervtres committees have been 
set up to organise proper distribution of ire and d^paUh of fish. It is hoped 
to undertake work qp a larger scale as socini as the neeessary staff have been 
appointed under the Fisheries Department. 

28 
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(v) Owing to the pemhable nature of fi»h it would be a difficult opera- 
tion for Government to take over control of suj^ly of fiah. Government am 
' advised however that if sufficient ice is made available and proper transport 
facilities provided, the supply and distribution of fish will improve under 
the existing organisation of the trade. 

(vt) No effective control over price can be exercised without an increase 
in supply and provision of facilities for the movement of fish from the 
assemWy centres to urban areas. These must first be secured before price 
control can be attempted ; otherwise in the present general scarcity of fish in 
the Province, fish will be driven out of the urban areas by a control order, 

Mr. A. F. STARK. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state, with 
reference to answer (b)(t), how many Deputy Directors, Superintendents, 
District Fishery Officers and Field Assistants nave actually been recruited ? 

The Heffble Khan Bahadur BAITED MUAUAMUDDIN HOBAtN: 

Of, the four Deputy Directors one has actually joined, as regards three 
others, we have not been able to secure the services of any but we are 
negotiating to bring one from Sind and the other from tdie Punjab. As 
regards Superintendents six have been appointed and another is going to 
be appointed very shortly. Of the 32 District Fishery Officers 26 have 
been appqinted. Six could not be appointed as no qualified candidate could 
be found. 

' Mr. A. F. STARK S Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state what 
steps are or have been taken to secure properly qualified persons for the 
Deputy Directorships ? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

f We are ransacking the whole country and we are asking for men with 
experience from all the Provinces. As a matter of fact, we have prac- 
tically settled getting two mfjn— one Mr. Naidu from Karachi and another 
Mr. Hamid Ali from the Punjab and regarding the third man we have 
not yet been able to decide. 

Mr, A. F. STARK: With reference to answers (h) (ii) and (m*), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether Government have 
taken any steps to secure motor launch transport for bringing in fish from 
the Sunderbans to Calcutta? 

The Hori*lile Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; 

Only recently we have been corresponding with Australia to get some 
motor launches from there. No motor launch is available here. Motor 
launches fitted up with refrigerators are available in Australia. We are 
sending out orders for three or four of them as an experimental measure. 

Mr, A. F. STARK: W’^ill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether Government have taken any steps to provide fishing boats to 
fishermen and facilities for repairing the existing boats? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; 

That IS already being done in connection with rehabilitation of the fisher- 
men. 

Mr, A. F. STARK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be jdeased to state if 
It 18 to understood from his answer to question (h) (r) that he considers 
the existing organisation of the fish trade to be satisfactory? 

-ru ^ SAIYEO MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

mere IS nothing very unsatisfactory on the face of it. There is, however 
room for improvement but we will think about it later on. First we 
must supply facilities for'bnnging in fish in good condition and next, we 
ml* spe whetter there IS further room for improvement in the organisntioli 
and we will do the needful. 
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m; MISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hoit’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reasons for scarcity and high prices of fish? 

TfM Hon’bio Khtn B^ur SAIVED MUAZZAMUODIN HOSAIIIl 

It may be due to depletion of the fish jKJpukition on account of over- 
consumption, 110 restriction and no close season for the catching of fish and 
also due to a large demand for fish in recent years. 

Mr* NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU* Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
Government are purchasing fish in different districts for supplying to jails 
and hospitals at rates more than the controlled rates? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUODIN HOSAIIIl 

There is no controlled rate for fish at all. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: There is. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUODIN H08AIN: 

No. • 

Mr, 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8, Will the Hon’ble Minister be * 

pleased to state whether this scarcity of fish is not due mainly to the 
supply of fish in large quantities to the Military Department? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUODIN HOSAIN: 

To a certain extent it is. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA SANYAL: With reference to the proposed pur- 
chase of Australian Mytor vessels, will the Hoirble Minister l>e pleased io^ 
state if the preM-ni (toveriior, wlio is an Australian, hud uuvthinjr to do 
with these imports? 

The Hon’We Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUODIN HOSAIN: 

No. • 


Dr, NALINAK8HA SANYAL: I have asked whether the present 
(ioveriior has got anything to do with it. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUODIN HOSAIN: 

We approached the (iovernor who gave all sorts of facilities. 

Dr HALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the H„„>blc Minintcr Ik, pleased 
to state it any ouiupetitive teuder Las been invited from the suppliers of 
motor vessels of that type from various countries including Australia? 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

It is only an experimenta. measure: we are getting orilv two or three 

tostoto ‘T""’**'** pleased 

to state if Ooveniinent ha\e taken any steps to utilise some of the I W T 

requisitioned motor yesi^ls and steam vessels which are lying in the'esttiarv 
and nverain tracts in the Sunderbans unused for a long' time? ^ 

'ti.T'" Khw Bal^r SAIYED MUAZZAMUODIN HOSAIN: 

They are all required for military purposes, . 

MNYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to slate if Government, have opened negotiations with the military autho 

e a., ,s: 

s.X'T's. K 

-.!!!; t"; “ ““ 
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Th* Hon’We Khaii BaiMtlur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIM HOSAlMi 

As I have said, there is room for injproveinent. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to eonaider 
the desira'bilitv of making enquiries as to whether fishermen and eonsuj»er8 
*re lieinp exploited by the trade and middlemen? 

Thi Hon'ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HO 8 A.IH 1 

Some enquiry was made and we are prepared to make further eaqniiies. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether Government have taken steps to raquire as to which sec- 
tion ot‘ the community besides military is primarily responsible foe ever- 
consumption of fish? 

Tba Hon^bie KhM Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Over-population in big cities is one of the causes. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8 ANYAL: With reference to the ‘ appointment 
of the Ice Controller, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what are 
the qualifications, salary and past earnings of the person who has been so 
appointed ? 

Tha Hon’bta Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

One Mr. Watts has lieen appointed as Ice Controller. He was the Mana- 
ger and Senior Partner of a firm and he was drawing Rs. 8,000* Now we 
are giving him out-of-pocket expenses of Rs. 1,200. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Which firm he^was associated with? 

Tha HoiPbla Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

I want notice. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon'hle Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is aware that contractors for the military have 
teen offering abnormal prices to the fishermen for purchasing fish and 
that is one of the reasons why the price of fish has increased? 

Tha Hon'bla Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

It is not so, and we have seen the contracts in the actual documents of 
these military contractors. Our idea was like that, but it is not so. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is it a fact that the Ice Controller 
has no te<'hnical qualification and knowledge whatsoever in regard to 
refrigeration and business exjierience in the distribution of ice and other 
commodities? 

Tha Hon*bla Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

He has great administrative ability. ' 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL. Sir, my question has not been answered. 
My question is whether the Ice Controller has any technical qualification 
of refrigeration or 'whether he has got any business experience in the 
distribution of ice and other commiditiesP 

Tha Hon’bla Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; 

He has got experience of a very high order. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: What business he was c.onnected with ? 

Tha Hon’Ma Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

That I cannot say. He was a business magnate of Calcutta. 

Dr, NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a faeV that he was only a solicitor, beiag a member of the 
imif of Messrs. Orr, Dignam A Co.P 
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‘ HoifM* lOim BtdMdur tAIYED MUAZZAMQDDIN HOSAINl 

No. Ho was a senior partner drawing Rs. 8,000 a month. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8AMYAL: Which firm is it which gave him 

R*. 8,000? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZ2AMUDDIH HOEAlHt 

I want notice. 

BdMi MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: With regard to answer (b) (ii) and 
(tit), will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to state how long the district 
officers will take to complete the investigation i* 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAUAMUODIN HOSAINs 

They are completing the enquiry from time to time and whatever requisi- 
tions they are sending we are meeting. 

Dr. NAIJNAK8HA 8ANYAL: What is the period that this Ice Con- 
troller has been in office y 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AINt 

About two months. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Wlmt is the ettect that (iovemment 
have lia<l so far in the maximls;ition of direction or distribution of ice^ 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

It is arranged in such a way that we expect to get 80 tons of ice a day in 
addition to what w'e luwe bei*n getting after aiiotnei two or three months. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Hus there been any increase in the 
total production of ice in the province? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AINI 

Immediately there eannot be. Some plants have U) be set up, others refwiired 
and necessiiry accessories .supplied. Tbi.s will take three months. Hut he 
has got all the materials ready mid he has proceeded in such a w'ay that I am 
sure that in throe months’ time i(‘e production w’ill increase by at least 80 
tons daily. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hoirble Minister be 
pleased to state if he has himself enquired into the technical qualifications 
of that gentleman? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOBAINi 

No, 1 d(» not think it was necessary, ^ 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state as to when does he expect the completion of appointments 
(rf all the necessary staff and when does he expect to confer the actual 
lienefit of this organisation scheme on the civil population of the province? 

TIm HMVble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MVAZZAMUOltolN H08AIN! 

It is imjKissihle to foresee when results will accure. We expect to finish re- 
cruitment of staff in two months or so. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state w'hether any of the district <ifficers have mentioned that 
coal tar is an essential thing for fishing? 

Tha HofiHDIa Khan Bahadur BAITED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

They have reported alxmt coal tar but it is not available in substantial 
quantity and we are going to supply a substitute^ 

Balni MADHU8IIDAN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleaaed to state the name of the substitute F 



fig QUESTIONS. [Hth 1^., 

Tut Non’Me Kliaii Eiriiiilur SAIYED MUAZZAMUODIN HMAIN: 

It it Called Cutch. 

Mr, DHIRENDRA NATH OATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us what quantity of yam has been supplied to the fishermen? 

Tbt Hoti’blt Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

I want notice. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how many fishermen have been supplied with yam? 

The Hon'bla Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

I want noti(5e. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether any boats were supplied to the fishermen? 

The Horfble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Some have been supplied. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is it a fact that throuf^h the good 
offices of the Provincial Textile Controller as well as the Director of 
Industries the yarn which was supposed to have been taken out for fisher- 
men has been of counts higher than what the fishermen required? 

The Hoffhle Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

I cannot say. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that some of the bales of higher count yarn made 
available in the name of fishermen have gone to the black market? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

I think that does not arise. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: With reference to answer (b) (ii) 
and will the Uon’ble Minister be pleased to state what they have 

practically done for the rehabilitation of fishermen? 

Mr, SPEAKER. That question does not arise. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: I draw your attention, Sir, to the 
fact that the original answer is that the supply of fish depends partly on 
the reliabilitation of fishermen, and now I ask what have they done for the 
fishermen. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am sorry I cannot allow that. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’blo Minister be pleased 
to state what arrongeinent has Wen made to supply the fishermen with 
yarns for their nets? 

The Heti’blt Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

As I h«ve said, reports are coming from the district officers that they are 
being supplied with yarn through the Industries Department as far as 
possible. 

Soaroity of vegetaMea in Calcutta. 

•Sti Mr. I. G. KENNEDY : (o) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Agriculture Di'partment i^wnre that the increasing scarcity and high prices 
of vegetables in (Ailouttn and other urban areas is causinir hardship to the 
public? ‘ . f 

(h) Will the Hon’ bio be pleased to state what steps have beoi 

taaen by GovenmienW- 

(0 to increase vegetable production in the Province; 
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(tt) to arrangie for tbo import of \ipgtetablo8 from outsiAa tha Proviaca; 

(Uii to secure control over supplies and distribution; 

(iv) to regulate prices of vegetables in Calcutta and other urban aroaa r 

Ttw Hon’Me Khan Kahadirr SYED M^AZZAMUDDIN HOSAINs 

(a) Yes. 

(6) (i) With a view' to increasing the production of vegetables Govern- 
ment have been distributing since last year seeds of various types of vege- 
tables — both English and Indian. ^ 

A scheme for growing (>f vegetables in the district of Darjeeling for 
fiupply to the Defence Services was sanctioned last >ear and is still being 
continued. 

Another scheme has recently l)een sanctioned under w'hich 1,650 acres 
at 'five centres in Badkula and' Majdia in Nadia district, Balnrumpur and 
Beldanga in idurshidabad distnct and Mnjipara in Jessore district have be^ 
put under vegetables. Its estimated priKluction is Cu to 70 tons a day ot 
which 50 tons will be taken oyer by the Army and the surplus will lie avail- 
able for consumption by the civil population. 

Government have also decided to bring in larger areas under vegetables 
and it is proixised to put 5,000 acres near (-alcutta and 1,000 acres soinewhere 
in East Bengal, preferably near Ibicca, under cold weather vegetables. 

(it) No specific step has l>een taken to import vegetables from outside the 
Province. Vegetables are perishable commodities and with the present 
transport difficulties, it is not considered feasible to attempt a large scale 
import of vegetables from outside. Vegetables are however Ixung hroiight 
in from other Provinces in the usual wayi, but the 8ur|>lus available for 
exiK>rt in the neighlKniring Provinces is small. 

(Hi) and (ru) In order to secure effective control over distribution and 
prices, supply of a certain minimum quuntily must Ik^ assured. Goveinment 
are therefore exploring all possible avenues for increasing the production of 
vegetables so that there mav lie a regular 8Ui>i>ly. The present high pncM 
are partially in sympathy with the rise in price.s of other essential commodi- 
ties The niiesti'on of controlling the prices of vegetables in ('alcutta is not 
considered leasihle without ensuring supply. 

Mr, I. C. KENNEDY: With reference to reply (b) (t) will the 
Hon’ble Minister be jileased to state when vegetable supplies are likely to be 
forthcoming from 1,650 acres which has already been sjuicti(»ned 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

From the 15th December. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hun'ble Minister lie pleased 
to state when Government expects to give effect to the scheme near Calcutta 
of 6,000 acres of land acquired? 

The Hofi’lile Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOBAINs 

That is being considered now. It has not passed the stage of sanction. 

Mr, I. C, KENNEDY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
if the vegetable.s which are to be available for civilian consumption will 
be distributed under Government supervision? , 

The Hon’Mo Khan 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAINl 

Yes, arrangements will be made for distribution to the civilian market 
under Government control. * 

Mr, I, CU KENNEDY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to tell 
us when the vegetables are likely to be available from that 6,000 acres? 
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TM HiNi’ble Khan Bahadur Si^lYED liUAZZAMUOIIIN HOSAIN: 

That scheme is only under consideration and is being matured and it will 
Uke time. By next year we will be able to make vegetables available from 
this area. 

Mr. I. G. KEMNEDY: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether the vegetables from the 6,000 acres will be available wholly for 
civilian consumption? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Yes, that will be wholly for civilian consumption. 

Small irrigation works for furtheranoe of “Grow Moip Food Campaign”. 

*S5. Srijut MANINDRA BHUSAN 81 NH A: (a) Will the Hon'bie 
Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that in furtherance of “Grow Mor^ Food Cam- 
paign’^ he proposes bf siwnd money for small irrigation works to be executed 
through the ajgency of the District Boards? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister bo pleased to slate — 

(i) what amount is allocated for each district; 

(u) what condition, if any, is attached to the utilisation of the amount; 
(m) how many Irrigation Schemes have l)een submitted for the district, 
of Bankura; and 

(iv) how many of them are schemes for re-excavation of the District 
Board s own Innidhs which were dug as test works during pre- 
vious years of distress? * 

Mr. il. N. GUPTA (on behalf of the Hon'ble Mr. Baroda Prosanna 
Pain): (a) Yes. 

{h'j (i) District Board Chairmen were called to a conference and were 
individually asked to send up schemes. Many of them have not sent up any 
scheme yet. It has not, therefore, been possible to make allotments for ihe 
various IMstrict Boards. 

(ii) The main conditions are the following: — 

(1) The cost of any scheme should not exceed 118.10,000. 

(2) The schemes should l>e afiproved by the Superintending Engineer 

concerned. 

(3) The schemes should W maintained by the District Boards. 

(m) None. No complete scheme has yet been received. Only some 
pames of bundhs for improvement of tanks have been received. 

{iv) Does not arise. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased trt state when the conference w’as called? 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA: Some time in July 1944. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; Will the Hon 'hie Minister be 
pleated to state how many District Boards have sent up schemes. 

Mr. il. N. Gupta: About 13 District Boards submitted the detailed 
fohemes and others did not submit. 

Mr. MrAMAL KRISHNA ROY: With reference to answer (6) (mi) 
will the Hon’ble Minister, kindly State who was to submit schemes? 

Mf. d. N. GUPTA: From the information available it appears that no 
l^heme bos l>een ret^eived from the following’ districts: — 

Jessore, Nadia, Murshidabad, 24-Pargana8, Hangpur and Jalpaiguri. 

Mr. KAMAL KRISHNA r6Y: My question is who are to submit 
these schemes f 
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Mr. H. CUPTA: The District Engineers submit the sohemea,. 

Mr. KAMAL KRISHNA ROY; Was he called? 

Mr. i. H. CUPTA: The District Board is to submit its scheme through 
the District Engineer and the District Engineer is to submit the scheme 
to the Superintending Engineer. 

Mr, DHIRENORA MATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minieter be 

pleased to state whether any scheme has been sent by the Chairmea, 
Tipperah District Board? 

Mr. J. N. CUPTA: No. 

Mr. KAMAL KRISHNA ROY: In his answer he has stated Ast Dis- 
trict Board Chainiien were invited. Will he kindly state who is the Chair- 
man of the B'ankura District Board? 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA: The Collector is the Chaitmau of the Bankura 
District Board. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what steps Government have taken to give effect to the 
8cheme.s that have been sent up up to this lime? 

Mr. J. N. CUPTA: Government has advised the District Board to 
submit the detailed schemes with instructions bow’ to do it. The District 
Board is to submit the detailed scheme through the District Engineer and 
the District Engiiieeiw is to submit to the Superintending Engineer and 
the Superintending Engineer after .scrutinising the detailed scheme gives 
sanction. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether any sanction has been obtained with regard to the 
schemes that have not been sent up as yet? 


Mr. 4. N. GUPTA: Yes. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: How many sanctions have been 
obtained with regard to this scheme? 

Mr. 4. N. GUPTA: I want notice. 


Moor Sohome in Birtihum distriot. 

•98. Dr. 8HARAT CHANDRA MUKHERill; Will the Hon ble 

Minieter in charge of the (^inmunicalions and Works (Irrigation) Depart- 
ment be pleased to state — 4 

{a\ what stejNs have been taken by Government regarding the Hoof 
Scheme in the district of Birbhum ; 

{b) whether the review of the said schome has been made; 

S if so, what is the result ; and • 

if not, why not? 

Mr. J. N. CUPTA (on bohalf of ^ Hon'Mo Mr. Banda Pimanm 
Pain): (d) and (h) The Motor Scheme was prepared in some detail in 1941 
and the cost was roughly estimated at Rs. 2, 72, 76, 900. Detailed designe 
and estimatee were however not prepared. The preparation of the detailed 
designs and estimates wae i^ot taken up then as it was considered that it 
would not he possible to undertake a scheme of this magnitude during the 
war. The question has sine# been reconsidered and it has been decided U> 
proceed with the prepai^ition of the detailed deigns and estimates of thie 
echeine. Accordinglv an officer of the stotus of a ^perintending Engineer 
hge bn^n asked to^ke up ibis work and* to complete the preparation of th# 
detailed scheme as soon as possible. 



CrUBSTIONS. 


[11th BpK^t 


{c) and (d) Do nol arise in view of the. answers to (a) and (Ir).f 

(The House was at this stage adjourned for 15 minutes for prayer.) 

{After adjouriiTnent.) 

Arraet of 8J. tialr Kumar Bom. 

^96A. (Short Notice.) Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(a) whether Sj. Sisir Kumar Bose, son of Shree Sarat Chandra Bose, 

has recently been put under arrest and detained, and if so, when; 
and 

(b) whether it is a fact that he was studying in^he Medical College and 

was an active memlxir of the Medical Co-ordination Relief Com- 
mittee ? 

Khtn Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nl^imuddin): (a) Yes; on 17th OctoWr, 1944. 

(5) Yes, but I have no information if he was an active member of the 
Medical Co-ordination Relief Oimmittee. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state under w’hat se(!tion or rule of the Defence of India Rules 
or Defence of India Act he was arre.stedP 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED AL^. I ask for notice. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Does the Hon’ble Minister know 
that the Police of the Special Branch and the Intelligence Branch keep a 
keen watch over the activities of persons whom they ^inspect? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: For security reasons it is not 
p088d)le for me to answer that question. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Did the IIon’l)le Minister enquire 
about this information whicli was supplied to him, namely, that he was an 
active member of the Medical Co-ordination Relief Committee for which 
the Hon’ble Minister received proper and due notice? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, no enquiry was made. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the prisoner, namely, Sj. Sisir Kumar Bose has 
been informed of the charges against himP 

Xhan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, he was arrested under the orders 
of the Government of India and, therefore, any resiwnsibility regarding 
the detention of the prisoner is Government of India’s. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether when the Government of India directed the arrest 
of Sj. Sisir Kunfar Bose, any case was forwarded to the Government of 
Bengal indi(‘ating the reasons for ^which the arrest was necessary? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice, 

8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to atate whether after the arreit of Sj. Sisir Kumar Bose, the 
Government of Bengal has .ascertained the reasons from the India Govern- 
ment asking for the reasons of the arrest? 

’Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That '^as not considered necessary. 

Mr. SASANKA SEXHAr lAflYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
plea^ to stale whether there is a file in the custody of the Bengal Govem- 
ment regarding Sj- Sisir Kumar Bose.^ 
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Bdiadur MOHAMMED Atl: For secarity .roMoiu ih»t wwwer 

cannot be given. 

Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8 ANYAL 1 Will the **““*" ^^ 

pleased to state whether after the arrest of Sj. Sisir Kumar 
has been started regarding the actual arrest (I do not J ^ .1 ' 

file), containing communication between the Government of Ind 
Government of Bengal? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8AMYAL: From that file ie 
Minister in a iwsition to understand what are the reasons for the arreat 
and detention of this kind? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED AUI: For security reasons this answer 
cannot be given. 

Mr SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8AHYAL; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the (iovejrnment of IJeiiKal themselves do know 
the reasons of the arrest? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Ap-ain, for seeurity reasons this 
answer cniinot be given. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8AMYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister Iw 
please.! to state whether the prisoner has Iwen informed of the reasons ot 
nis arrest ? • 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; I said that he is a prisoner under 
detention under Uie orders of the (lovernment of India and the jinsoner « 
not in Bengal. So any question of any charges or the reasons for ms 
arrest and detention is the responsibility of the Government of India. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Where is the prisoner lodged 
now? 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: liuhore. 

(kr. NISHITHA MATH KUNDU: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
Mr. Bose was actively en^raped as a meral)er of the Medical (lo-ordination 
Relief (hmiiiiittee, and w'as a student of the Medical (’ollege, and he had 
no time to mix with or take part in politics? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED Atl: I have already said that the Home 
Department have no information as to whether be was u rnemlier of the 
Medical Co-ordination Relief Committee. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: The Home Department only 
know that he is a son of Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose and that he muat be 
arrested ! 

• 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: He was not arrested by this 
Home Department. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Mr Sarat Chandra Bose was also 
not arrested by the Bengal Government. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That was in your time.* 

Mr. NIBHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it it an offence to take part in such social service, 
namely, medical co-ordination and relief? , 

Mr. BREAKER: Mr. Eundu, that* question ffoes not arise, becauaa 
it is stated that they have no information. 



QtrESTIONS. 


m 


[11th Dbc.^ 


Mr. 0HARU 0HANDRA ROY: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose was arrested during the regime of the la«t 
Ministry by the Intelligence Branch and was released by the then Cabinet, 
and is it in pursuance of that liberal policy of Government to bring Mr. 
Rarat Chandra Bose in Bengal and release him that Mr. Sisir Kumar 
Bose, his son, was arrested? 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 disallow that question. 

Mr. ATUL 0HANDRA SEN; Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether it is within the knowledge of Government that Mr. Sisir 
Kumar Bose was ever associated with any subversive activities? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: For security reasons the answer 
cannot be given. 


Some particulars about Securiy Prisoners. 

^7. Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE. (a) Will the Hon^ble Minister in 
charge of the Home (Jails) DejMirtnieni be pleased to lay on the Table a 
statement showing the total number of security prisoners in Bengal — 

(1) on the day the constitution was suspended by His Excellency under 

section 9d of the Act ; and 

(it) on 24th April, 1943, when new Mini.stry was formed? 

(h) Will the Ilon’ble Minister In? pleased to lay on the Table a state- 
ment showing since the 24th Ajiril, 1943 — 

(t) the number of security prisoners released ; 

(ii) the number of security prisoners who have l>een granted family 
allowance; 

(m) the total amount of such monthly family allowances, if any; 

(ii?) the number of swurity prisoners who have been granted study 
allowance ; 

('ll) the total amount of such study allowance, if any ; and 

(vi) the amount of personal allowance grunted to security prisoners? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

' (i) whether any Tribunal has been set up to review the cases of security 

, prisoners; 

(u) if so. how many cases have been so reviewed: and 

(Hi) whether the charges against each security prisoner have beeu com- 
municated to each of them for his information? 

((f) Will the Hon’ble Minister lie pleased to state whether the manifesto 
f^gnrding the security prisoners ivssued by the Chief Minister on the eve 
of his forming the present Cabinet have Ixjeii implemented since his assump- 
of office? 

(f) If so. in what ways? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of tho Hon’Mo KImraJa 
llr Nazimuddin); (rt)(t)(l) Political security prisoners— 1,647. 

(2) Criminal security prisoners — 2,458. 

(a) (ii) (1) Political security prisoners — 1.577. 

(2) Criipinal security prisoners — 2,500. 

(b) (i) (1) Political security prisoners — 552 on the 24th November, 1944. 

(2) Criminal security prisoners — 171 On the 24tb November, 1944. 

(ii) and (Hi) The information is not readily available and its coTlection 
would involve an amount of time and labour not justified in this time of 
omeargenoy. * 

(iv) to (n*) Nil. 
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(c)» A Tribunal was set up in July, ld42, when the number of seourity 
prisoners was below 400. No Tribunal has been set up since the formation 
of the present Ministry. Cases are, however, constantly reviewed and those 
whose continued detention is no lon^r necessary are released. Section 7 
of the Restriction and Detention Ordinance, 1944, provides for conimuni* 
cation to each security prisoner of the ji^ounds on ni^ich he is detained so 
far as it can be done without disclosing^ facts the disclosure of which wouldl 
be against the public interest. This provision has been and continues to be 
complijed with. Under another provision of that Ordinanoe, each case 
'has to be reviewed at least once in 6 months. 

{d) and (e) No manifesto regarding security prisoners was issued by the 
Chief Minister on the eve of the formation of the present Ministry. The 
Chief Minister did make a statement promising a national approach of the 
problem of security prisoners and immediate examination of their legitimate 
grievances regarding treatment, etc. This promise has been fulfilled in the 
following, amongst other, ways: — 

(1) Detailed review of all cases and the releiise of all who could, subject 
to the overriding consideration of public security, be released. 

(2) Immediate increase in the diet allowance to Re. 1-8. 

(3) Introduction of n liberalised policy in the matter of family allow* 
ance. 

(4) Liberalisation of the conditions of treatment of security prisoners, 
m respect of (i) interviews, (ii) corn‘8}K)ndcnce, (iii) visits to nw relatives 
in cases of serious illness and n^tum of old clothings at the time of release 
and grant of passage^money. 

(i) In addition to interviews provided in the Bengal 'Security Prisoners 
Rules, reasonable requests for interview with legal advisers or on business 
matters have always been and still continue to l)e granted. 

For reasons of security it had l)een necessary for a time to impose restric- 
tions on interviews allowed with security prisoners detainetl in the Midna- 
pore Central Jail. These restrictions have now l>een removed. 

(u) Adequate censoring staff has Wn jxwted and complaints or lepre- 
sentations regarding delay in censorship of correspondence are now negli- 
gible. 

(iii) Govemiiient have accej>ted and put into effect the principle that 
subject to the overriding consideration of security, anangements should 
be made to enable security jirisoners to visit their near relatives who ar« 
seriously ill. 

(it?) Orders have also issued for the return of old clothings to prisononi 
on release and for the grant of sufficient j>agsage money. 

Mfi ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (/>) 
(ii) and (Hi), will the Ilon’ble Minister Ik* pleased to state whether the 
infonnation asked for is available in the Secretariat with the Secretary, 
Home Departments • * 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The information is available in 
the Secretariat, but as I have said the compilation of statistics will involve 
an expenditure of time and money which w’ould not be commensurate. 

CHANDRA SEN* Will the Hon^ble Minister* l>e pleas^ 
to state how much time, the Government think, it will take to compile 
the statistics necessary P 

Khan BahMhir MOHAMlIEO ALIs That is a matter of opinion. I 
cannot state how long it will take, but it win take some time and tha 
lawur mvolved in Jhe task will not be sufficient comftensation for the aniwar 
to be given. 
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Mr. ATUL CHAMDBA 8BN: What is the Goverannent’s information 
as to the length of time required? ' 

Kfian Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot say oUthand, but it will 

he alK)ut three months. ^ 

Mr* CHARU CHANDRA ROY: With reference to answer (c), is the 
Hon 'hie Minister aware that the Tribunal recommended the release of 
some of the prisoners? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 have explained oh the floor of 
the House }>reviou8ly that this Tribunal was set up before the August 
disturbances when the previous Ministry was in oftice. The recommen- 
dation of the Tribunal was npt given effect to by the last Ministry because 
of the disturbances created in August 1942. 

Mr* SANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Was it the recommendation of the 
Tribunal that their findings should not be given effect to? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Mr. Basu who was a member of 
the last Cabinet must know that it was the last Ministry that did not give 
effect to the recommendations of the Tribunal. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Was it a part of the recommenda- 
tions of the Tribunal that their findings should not be given effect to in 
view of the disturbances in August 1942? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No. it was not part of their recom- 
mendations hut it was a decision of the last Ministry of which Mr. 
Bantosh Kumar Basu was a member. 

Mr, 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Is the Uon4>!e Minister quite sure 
that it was not included in the recommendations of the Tribunal that they 
should consider whether in view of these disturbances at all effect should 
he given to their findings? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am not sure of that. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASU: sure and then answer. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: There was no definite recommen- 
dation to that effect. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Is the Hon’ble Minister aw’are that 
in case of prayer for leave to see ailing relations of security prisoners the 
iieqpssary formality of enquiry takes such a very long time that prisoners 
cannot go and see their ailing relatives who die Wore they see them? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is not correct. The 
honourable member is probably referring to a case of which 1 know the 
facts. 1 might SUy that the policy of Government is that a security pri- 
soner is to be allowed to visit his near relation if the condition of the 

e atient is serious, but the journey to the place and back to the jail must 
e completed within 24 hours. In case the near relation happens to be in 
a district outside and not near the place where the prisoner is confined 
m that cas^ some enquiries have to be made whether the authorities will 
be able to take the responsibility. Therefore some delay takes place 
sometimes and in the parlicular case to which the honourable member 
refers Government passed orders for the transfer of the prisoner to another 
jail. It was done as early as Government conlh manage, but unfortunately 
the pnMuer r^ched the station at a time when the relative was too ill 
but not dead. So, the prisoner could have an interview Wore the death of 
hit relative. 
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Mli ATUL CHA1IDRA SEN: With raferenee to MBwer (d) »a<l («> 

(i), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is a iact 
that repeated requests by one Srijucta Sarol Kumar Sen, a security pri- 
soner in the Midnapore Central Jail, to see his ailing daughter laid down 
with a serious type of Kala-Azar have been turned down? 

. KlMii Sahidur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 am not aware of it. I ask for 
notice. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
there have been cases where prisoners have been granted leave and taken 
io the destination, but due to the mismanagement and bungling of local 
authorities and police, the prisoners could not be brought to see the ailing 
relations in time — in one case before the patient became unconscious F 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It is not due to the bungling ol. 
police or any other authority. Sometimes, in such cases, it will be agreed 
that some (felay takes place because of the necessary /enquiries that have to 
be made and because of the necessary arrangements that have to be made 
for the conveyance of a prisoner from one jail to another. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: With reference to answer (d) (4) (m), what has 
happened to the application made by two security prisoners Messrs. P. N. 
Banerji and S. K. Banerji who were lodged in llajshahi Jail to see their 
ailing mother? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 1 cannot give 
particulars regarding applications made by security prisoners unless pre- 
vious intimation or notice is given. 


Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
in the case of one Dr. H. N. Bhattacharji, L.M.S., who was then lodged in 
the Rajshashi Jail and who prayed for leave to see his ailing mother, 
the Government granted the prayer and further granted his release, but 
the release order was suppressed in the jail for six days with the result that 
he could not reach the place before the death of his mother? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am not aware of it. I ask for 

notice. 


ATUL CHANDRA BEN: With reference to answer (d) (2) and 
(3), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether these increases 
in the diet and family allowances which the Government have proclaimed 
have at all been commensurate with the prices prevailing at that time? 

KhM Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is a matter of opinion. But 
this Ministry after taking office has increased the diet allowance by cent 
per cent. 


Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the information supplied 
by me, does the Hon’ble Minister think it desirable to initiate an enquiry 
into the bungliiigs and mismanagement of the local officials to see that 
their good policy of granting leave on prayer is implemented? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot agree that (here has been 
any bungling, but if the honourable member wants me to looE into the 
question of delay that takes place, that can be dene. 


.K f*ri KUNOU: I* the HoB'ble Mini.ter .war. 

toat there are sbll jaiU in Bengal in which tl^e jail authoritie. are not 
«ecurity priaonv* onloM they returned their old 



oussnoirs. 


[liTH nm. 


KlHin Baliidur ilOHAimiEiy ALI: No, the Cbvetnment’s infonna- 
tioii i« otherwise. Their M^niiaiion ift that the oU clothings are not only 
allowed to be taken away by secnrity prisoners biit also they can be sent 
to the relations of security prisoners, if so desired. 

Mr. NISHftMA KUNDU: Does the Hon’ble Minister think 

it desirable to enquire into the rule of issuing fresh cloths to the securi^ 
prisoners who are lodged in Dum Bum Jail, for the reason that there has 
been some grievance over this issue and there has been some trouble going 
on over this!' 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: If the honourable member desires, 
an enquiry can be made with regard to this question of return of old cloth. 

Dr. IIALINAK8HA SANYAL: With reference to answer (4) i(m) 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if he is aware that in the case 
of Asoke Bhatta detained in Berhampore Jail the facility for seeing his 
dying father, Dr, Panchanan Bhatta at Berhampore, was denied and the 
father did die? • 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI. 1 have already expressed my 
inability to answer about any partioulur He(‘urity prisoner unless notice is 
given. 

Or. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to stale if at the present moment (lovernnient have got a petition from 
prisoner Tarapuda (lupta, detained in the Dum Dum ('entral Jail, for 
seeing his father reported to be very seriously ill? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Again I would like to express my 
inability to answer any (juestion in regard to a ])articular individual secu- 
rity prisoner unless previous notice is given. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hou’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what machinery has^ been set up to ensure the proper dischargte 
4)f the obligations laid down on Government officers as a result of the policy 
that the Government has laid down, namely, the arrangements for enabling 
security prisoners to visit their near relativ<‘s who are seriously ill? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No sj)eeial machinery lias been 
set up lor the purpose but Government officers have l>een directed to give 
effect to the })nnciple laid down by this Ministry. 

Or. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: What measures are taken in case 
Government officers fail to carry out the policy laid down? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: If the matter is reported to Gov- 
ernment Goveniment wull certainly take action. 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be ideased to state if he is aware that, though their dietary allowance has 
been increased, ,the security jjrisouers as a rule take their diet according 
to the scale and that is the same as liefore? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 want notice. 

CHANDRA SEN:^ With reference to the answer that the 
Hon’ble Minister made a statement promising a national approach of the 
problem of security prisoners, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleaaed to 
state whether he is aware, that in the Dum Dum Special Jail the securi^ 
prisoners are not given sufficient quantity of salt for their food? 

Khani BafuMur MOHAMMED ALI: I wkni notice. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUHOU: With reference to answer (b) (a) 
ji view of the announcement made by the Hon’ble Chief Minister that 
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was coiWderiiig about study allowauoe, will the Hou'ble Hiiustar 
pleased^ explain why even alter 60 long* a time and after so much of coi^- 
deratiott no study allowance has been granted to any single security 
prisoner f 

Khin Bahadur IIOHAilMED ALIi The question of study allowance 
is still under the consideration of the Chief Minister. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU8 In view of the answer just now 
given, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state when does he expect 
to give eSect to that announcement P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot say when decision will be 
arrived at. The matter is under the consideration of the Chief Minister. 

Aation Shop in Faridpur town. 

*98. Mr. BIRAT CHANDRA MANDALs Will the Hon’ble Minister 

in charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state if it is a fact 
that a ration shop in Faridpur town has l^een allotted to one Fazlu Mia 
^ho is the uncle of Maulvi Abdus Salam Ehan, Secretary of the Faridpur 
District Muslim League. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD (on Malf of tho Hon*blo Mr. H. t. 
Suhrawardy): Maulvi Fazlar Rahman (alias Fazlu Mia) is a ration dealer 
in Ward No. II of Faridpur town. He is maternal uncle of Maulvi Abdus 
Salam Khan, Secretary, Faridpur District Muslim League. 

Soaroity of essontial artioloa in Dini^lNir distrioto 

*99. Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDUl (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 

charge of the C^vil Supplies Department be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact — 

(t) that kerosene, atta, flour and salt are not available in the district of 
Dinajpur, to meet the requirements of the consumers; 

(it) that atta and flour could not at all be supplied by the District Civil 
Supply office to the consumer of the town of Dinajpur, during the 
Pujafis and for about a month nearabout that time; 

(iit) that ration cards were issued fixing quantities of such articles; 

(iv) that the quantities so fixed were much less than usual requirements 

for the families; 

(v) that salt is selling at E.s.20 jier maund ; 

(vi) that coal is not available fo the people of Dinajpur; 

(vit) that the quantities of coal that reach Dinajpur town at long intervals 
are sold to the high Government officials in large quantities under 
permits issued by the District Supidy Officer; and 
(vtii) that very little coal is given to the public P 
(6) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state— 

(i) how many consignments of coal reached Dinajpur during the years 
ma and 1944; 

(«) the names of permit-holders who were issued permits on* ewffi 
occasion by the authority in Dinajimr, with their designations; 
(in) the quantities of coal they were permitted to buy on each occasion ; 
and 

(iv) the total quantities of coal that reached Dinajpur in each consign- 
ment? 

Mr, ABOIILLA-AL MAHMOOD (bn behalf of tbi Hon’blo Mr. H. i. 
iubfwanly): The position in June, 1944, was as follows: — 

(a)(i) It is not ^ fact that kerosene, mtta and salt are not available. 
Only flour is not available, but it is expected to be available soon. 

94 
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(itS It ii not true Hiat Mta could not at all I* aupplied. He ^t ie that 
tlife Biippiy ©ntiirMy fiid«quate to th« demano. Flo»mr oowld not bo 

•njyplk^. 

(in) Yes. 

(vv) No. 

(v) There was abnormal rise in tbe price of salt fot a short period owing 
to non-arrival of consignments. It is now being sold at annas 3 per seer. 

(vi) The amonKts desired are not available due to difficulties in transport. 
(vit) No. Small quantities of coal are sold both to Government officials 

and public under permits, the major portion to the public. 

(viit) No. The consignments of coals received were, however, insufficient 
for the demand. 

(b)(t) 1943 — 12 consignments. 

1944 — One consignment. 

(it) and (in) As tfee available coal was issued to a considerable number of 
persohs and nM a few favoured persons, the figures are not readily avail- 
able. 

(tv) 1943 — ^20 tons approximately in each of 12 consignments. 

1944 — 11 ions.; 

Mh tilBHIlTHA HATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to stale what steps they propose to take to ensure sufficient supply of fuel 
and coal in that district f 


Mr. ABDULLA.AL MAHMOOD: Already allotment has been made 
and coal is being despatched regularly nowadays. 

Srijut HAREMDRA HATH DAS CUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state why flour could not be supplied ? 

Mr. ABDULLA.AL MAHMOOD: It was also on account of transport 
difficulty. 

Mr, HISHITHA HATH KUHDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state on what basis this reply (a) (ii) has been given, namely, that it is 
not true that atta could not at all be supplied? 


Mr. ABDULLA.AL MAHMOOD: Some quantity of atta was supplied, 
but the quantity was not such as to meet the requirements of the whole 
town. 


Mr. HISHITHA HATH KUHDU: Does the Hon’ble Minister think it 
desirable to refer to the entries in the Ration Cards of the period in ques- 
tion and find out whether there is any entry in the column of atta supplied 
to the people of Dinajpur? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: I have no information as to whether 
there is any entry or not. 

Mr. HISHITHA HATH KUHOU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if Government inspected the permits issued to Government 
officers in respect of coal? 

Mf. ABDULLA.AL MAHMOOD: After proper enquiry it was seen that . 
permits had been issued to almost ajl dealers and all people, and very few 
have gone to the Governiqent officials. 

Mr. HISHITHA HATH KUHDU: Is Government aware that from the 
permits which are still reserved with the dealers, it will be found that in 
case of permits for Government officials they were allowed to take 10 or 16 
maunds each month 'Whereas non-officials were allowed to take only one 
maundP 
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. Mr. ABmiLLA«AL MAMMOOD: Unleaa tkere is soais spsoifie inatwce 
cited, Qdvemment is not ready to accept the statsm^t. 

Mr. MI8HITHA MATH KUNDU: In view of the answer just now given, 
will the Hon'ble Minister contradict if I say that the District Magistrate of 
Dinajpnr was given permit for 15 maunds whereas individuals are given 
•permits for one maund only every month? 

Mr. SPEAKER; That question does not arise. 

Mr. NISHiTHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, he wanted a specific case. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: If the honourable member gives a 
specified date, of course the matter will be looked into. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 

the controlled rate of salt is higher than three annas per seer in Dinajpnr f 

Mr. ABIUiLL^AL MAHMOOD: It is three anna^ in the town, it may 

be a little higher in the rural areas. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
salt is still being sold in Dinajpur district, in mofussil areas, at 10 annas 
per seer ? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: No, Sir. 

Mr, ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to the specific instance 
just given by the honourable member <il)out supply of coal to the District 
Magistrate, will the Hcm’ble Minister be pleased to enquire into the matter? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Unless the honourable member can 
furnish to this House the specific dates of the instances in question, Gov- 
ernment cannot undertake any enquiry. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Eon ble Minister be 
pleased to state when was this question received in his office from the 
Assembly Department? 

Mr, SPEAKER: You know that. I disallow the question. 

Filling up of vacancies of Assistant Section Holders in Bengal Covemment 

Press. 

MOO. Mauivi MD. ABDUS 8HAHEED: (a) Will the Hon’hle Minister 
in char^ of the Finance Departincmt be pleased to state whether a petition 
signed by certain employees of Bengal Government Dress, praying for con- 
sideration of the interest and claim of Muslim and St’heduled (nste com- 
positors according to Communal Batio Rules when filling up vacancies in the 
posts of Assistant Section Holders in the said Press, has been received by 
him ? ‘ 

(6) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister l)e pleased to state, what action has 
been taken on tbe petition? 

(c) Is it a fact that the petition has been rejected on the ground that 8 
vacancies in the said posts have just been filled ut> by Caste Hindu com- 
positors only by promotion as Communal Ratio Rules do not apply to these 
vacancies ? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it'is a fact 

that — « 

(t) com po.si tors belong to permanent-piece (no work, no pay) establish- 
ment whereas Assiitant Section Holdora belong to salaried 
establishment ; • 

(tt) compositors’^ work is purely techaical whereas Assistant SectioiA 
Holders’ work is purely clerical; 
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(^i) maximum grade of oompoaitore is Es.125 and above whereas mai^- 
mum pay of Assistant Section Holders is Es.DO only ; 

(tv) posts of compositors and those of Assistant Section Holders are not 
in the same line; . 

(v) posts of an Assistant Section Holder is an entrance to get into Branch 
' Supervision staff which consists of Assistant Section Holders, 

Section Holders and Comtiosing Overseer; and 

(vi) an Assistant Section Holder gets pomotion to the post of a Section 

Holder and Section Holder to the post of Composing Overseer? 


(e) Is it a fact that vacancies in the posts of Assistant Section Holders 
were filled up in 1941, according to Communal Ratio Rules? 

(/) If the answers to (c) to (e) are in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble 
Minister considering the desirability of filling up the vacancies in the posU 
of Assistant Section Holders according to rules 4, 7 and 9 of Bengal Service 
Recruitment (Communal Ratio) Rules, 1940, to safeguard the interest of 
Muslim and Schedule^ Caste employees in the Bengal Govemm^t Press? 

(ff) If not, why not?“ 


MINISTER in oharga of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the HoiPble 
Mn Tulai Chandra Goswami): («), (d)(i) and (vi) Yes. 

(b) The petition was rejected and the petitioners were infonned through 
Superintendent, Bengal Oovernment Press. 

(c) The petition was rejected because Communal Ratio Rules have no. 
application in the case of promotions. 

(d) (n) Compositors’ work is technical. The work of Assistant Section 
Holders is also mainly technical though it includes a certain amount of 
clerical work as well.' 

(in) Maximum grade of compositors is Rs.l50 (old L^rade) and R8.125 
(reviseil grade). Maximum pay of Assistant Section Hoidera is R8.98 (old 
scale) and R8.90 (revised scale). 

(iv) No, they are in the same line of sendee. 

(v) No, the iK)8t of compositor is an entrance into Branch Supervision 
Staff by promotion. 

(e> No. 

(J) and (/;) No. Communal Ratio Rules have no application! as the 
vacancies are filled up by promotion. 


AMENDMENTS OF THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 
PROCEDURE RULES. 

Ruling of Mr. Spaaktr on the point of order raised by Dr. Syamaprasad 

Mookerjee. 

Mr. SPEAKERS I am now to give my decision on the point of order 
raised by Dr. * Syamaprasad Mookerjee. I have been asked in this point 
of order to ruk out the motion moved by Hon’ble Sir Nazimuddin for leave 
to introduce tne proposed amendments to the Bengal Legislative Assembly 
Procedure Rules on the ground that they are inconsistent with the provi- 
sions of the (Government of India Act, 1936, and are ultra vires of the 
Assembly. 

Rules for the conduct of busine^ of the Amembly are framed under 
the powers given to the ’Chamber of a Provincial Legislature by section 
84(1) of the Government of India Act, which runs as follows: Chamber 

of a Provincial Legislature may make rule! for regulating subject to the 
provisions of this Act, their procedure and the conduct of tlieir business:’’ 
Then follows a proviso which empowers the Governor in his discretion to 
make certain rules in consultation with the Speaker relating to certain, 
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* specific classes of business. It is ibus clear that rul^ trlkined by a Cbam* 
ber of a Provincial Legislature for regulating their proceaure and the 
conduct of their business must be subject to the provisions of the Constitu- 
tion Act and any rule repugnant to the provisions thereof will be ultra vires. 

Now, it is contended in the present point of order that section 84(1) 
does not authorise a Chamber of a Provincial Legislature to invest the 
Governor with any power in excess of the powers given to him by the pro- 
viso so far as the procedure and conduct of business of the (Inamber is 
concerned and the rule of interpretation exptessio unins eaclusio alterius, 
that is, expression of one thing is exclusion of the other has been canvassed 
in support. It has been argued that the proposed amendments to the rules 
virtually involve proposal for amendment of section 84 of the Government 
of India Act whion this Assembly is incompetent to do and the maxim that 
what you cannot do directly you cannot do indirectly ; to do so would be a 
contrivance to evade the Act of Parliament, o fraud on the Statute, has 
been similafrly canvassed. It is further contended that section 84(1) pro- 
vides for the internal control of the business of the Chaml>er and no autho- 
rity outside the Chamber can be vested by the Chamber with power to con- 
trol the conduct of business in the Chamber except as expressly provided in 
the proviso* to section 84(1). This argument is sought to be strengthened 
by reference to the fact that the Governor is not a member of the Chamber 
and as such a stranger to it, not subject to the control of the Chamber; 
and it is argued that he can function in relation to the Chamber only and in 
the nianuer and to the extent as expressly jmovided in the Act itself and not 
otherwise. The proposals, it is contended, involve delegation of power to 
an outside authority not authorised by law. Some of the proposed amend- 
ments to the rules are thus challenged as illegal and ultra vires of the 
Assembly. 

Goveniraent, on the other hand, maintain that section 84(1) gives, 
unfettered power to a Chamber of a Provincial Legislature to make rules 
for regulating their procedure and the conduct of their business and there 
is nothing in (he Act which restricts the power of a Chamber to invest the 
Governor with powers such as are intended to be given to him by the 
proposed amendments and reference has been made in support of this 
contention to the existing rules wherein the word *‘Oovernor" occurs. 

It may be stated at once that the existing rules wherein the word “Gover- 
nor” occurs have no bearing on the question raised. They may or may not 
be ultra vires and their existence in the Assembly Procedure Rules prove 
nothing one way or the other. 

The real question that falls for decision on the present point of order 
involves interpretation of section 84(1) and some other relevant sections of 
the Government of India Act. This is a question of law not quit« free 
from doubts and difficulties and much can ne said on either side. Apart 
from other reasons I, however, think that I am not called upon to give 
any decision , on this important constitutional question necessitating the 
interpretation of the Statute on the simple ground that the point of order 
does not arise on the present motion. The motion before the House is 
one for leave to introduce the proposed amendments. I am to decide about 
the regularity or otherwise of the motion before the House and not to give 
any decision as to whether or not some of the proposed amendments are 
ultra vires of the Assembly. I could have underst^d the point of order 
at this stage if the proposed amendments in th^ir entirety were challenged 
as ultra vires. But that has not been done and could not possibly be done 
as undoubtedly some of the proposed amendments are intra vires and have 
not at all been challeisged as illegal or ultra vires. In these circumstances 
I do not see how I can rule out the motion of £Kr Nazimuddin. The point 
of order fails and 4s disallowed. The iifi)tioii is in*order. 

Is there any objection to leave being given f 
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Hr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs Yea, Sir. ^ 

' Mr. APEAK EE: In tlmt case the procedure would be that if Sir Nazi- 
muddin wanta to make a atatement he may do ao and then the Opposition 
may make a statement. 


Tlia HOfi’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, in support of my main 
motion I would like to state very briefly that the Question of guillotine, 
that is the main principle behind ray motion, is wnether it would be a 
procedure by which we can restrict the debate and fix it at any stage of the 
proceedings of this House. Now, I may tell. Sir, that the principle behind 
this motion is not a new one and in other legislatures of the world it has 
aiready been adopt^. As I said lief ore, Sir, the question is whether the 
principle guillotine par se is right or wrong. The question whether it 
siioulcl ^ by Government or by an ad hoc resolution is one of detail which 
^an be discuss^ in tlje Select Committee. The Select Committee can discuss 
so choose — it may be by means of an ad hoc resolu- 
* 1' ‘ Santal ; Government’s mind is open!) Yes, on 

th s motion Government’s mind is open. This is the point and I hope that? 

Mat ^ Select Committee, as'^in the 

I do not atmosphere by means of give and take; 

votinif Moailv *** 0*" ** °*i any question it was decided by means of 
I do Sone Sir^tW^tK nilea through by means of mutual agreement and* 
that if this ilLl “PPly *0 these rules. I still hope 

^tU te w?U le ah1 *0 the Select Co^ 

Nath ’Kcsiin • X an amicable settlement. (Mr. Nishitha 

carry the rules b^ a^nSwUrtotePr"* ^ 


Hr. A. K« FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, your ruling overruling the objection 
made by Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee takes the Bill before the House to the 
position which it occupied when Sir Nazimuddin introduced the Bill. 


Blefore I make my submissions regarding the reasons why we oppose the 
introduction of this Bill, I wish to point out to the House that there are 
various matters over which there can be no compromise between Government 
and the Onposition, When Government wants to barter away th^ rights 
of the people, the representatives of the people would not be worth their salt 
if they came to ay understanding with Government regarding the proposal 
that they make. I am coming to that later 


Sir, at the present moment, l>efore I go into details, I wish to say a 
few words regarding certain remarks of Sir Nazimuddin on the day he 
movt'd this motion, I was not present in the House, but I read a news- 
paper report and if that report is correct, Sir Nazimuddin is reported to 
have ea^d that the difficulty on the part of the members of the Opposition 
f»f-t that they cannot distinguish between Governor acting with 
Minirtera, Govwnor acting in his discretion and Governor acting in the 
exercise of his individual judgment. I submit, Sir that it is a most imper- 
bnent remark for which Sir Nazimuddin deserves the severest condemnation 
«« should not have forgotten that in the ranks of the Opposition there are 
ly^ers who have attained to eminence in their profession and who owe 
jmeir sucesa at the Bor to sheer merit and not to the adventitious aid of 
births favw or fortune, (Laughter in Ministerialist benches). To ina- 
"f V- V und^tand this eleinen\ar>^ principle is an effrontery 

prweiif Government can be capable. I know, Sir, that 

iluirhtir bea^, have got aemajori^ of Imins. 

^ughter.) If they have got more heads we have got more brains. (Dr 
^ALiKaKSHA S^AL: Pear, hear.) Not once or twice but times without 
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soahw hstTO we shown that although thara aw ^a^ wi^wt br^uj^ as a 
of fact heads have been d^eatsd deoiaioA bocn by 

brahit. 

Now, Sir the Minister and his sijyporters seem to be rexy haay about 
what these expressions mean. I will take a very few minutes of this 
House to explain to this Assembly the real constitutional position. I ask 
my friends to remember that Mr. J. N. Basu and myself are the two and 
only members of the lerislature who had the privilege of having been 
invited to the Round Table Conferences (KJian Bahadur Mohahmbd Ali: 
Is this relevant?) and who knew first hand what had taken place in London, 
the course of aiscussions and the reasons behind. (Interruptions from 
Ministerialist benches.) (Mr. M. Siiamsuddin Auhed: Read the Evidence 
Act and you will understand.) Sir, instead of interrlipting me my friends 
might usefully listen to what I say and if they have got any modicum of 
brain left they will be able to understand what is meant by these three 
expressions.^ 

Now, Sir, Sir Naziimiddin has really given his* case awa^ when he 
pointed out what he means is that the Governor acting with his Ministers 
and since the Ministers are members of the Legislature the delejwtion 
will not he to an outside body. I want to point out, Sir, to the Chief 

Minister that it is here that the danger lies. Briefly- stated, tM whole 

field of Provincial Constitution can be divided into three heade— Uovernor 
acting with his Ministers in which case under the Instrument of Instruc- 
tions the Governor is lx)und to consult his Ministers and bound to take their 
advice; Governor acting in his individual judgment in which case he w 
bound to consult his Ministers but not bound to accept their advice; and 
Governor acting in bis discretion in which case far from accepting the 
advice of his Ministers he is not even bound to consult them at all. 

Now Sir if it is Governor acting with his Ministers, it is really the 

Ministers who are to decide the question. The Governor’s name is invoked, 
because it is really the Governor who acts on all occasions. Therefore the 
position will he that if a Minister introduces a Bill and says that it will 
not take more than two hours in the Assembly, a more monstrous proposition 
cannot be conceived of. I think that if Sir Nazimuddin care to consider 
this question calmly, he will be able to realise that, in order to carry out 
certain pet schemes of his own it is really laying the axe at the root of 
liberty which this House should be allowed to enjoy under the Constitution. 
Sir, the idea under the Constitution Act was to give India the utmost 
possible limit of S:el{-Government consistent with public safety and alw 
what the Parliament considers its duty towards various interests. But the 
idea also was that we should go more and more into the realms of liberty 
and freedom and our liberty and freedom should be broadened from pre- 
cedent to precedent. We siiould take a sten forward in order ^ to enlarge 
the powers of this House. But instead of tnat here is a reactionary pro- 
posal proposing to out down the powers of this House and to a certain 
extent delegfate the power, it does not matter to whom, but someone, some- 
body, some constitution apart from this Legislative Assembly.^ The whole 
matter may be put in a nutshell. At the present moment, it is the Legri#- 
lative Assembly which can put a closure. 

It is proposed that in addition to the Ijegislative Assembly or in super- 
session of its power somebody else should have the right to decla/e that the 
closure shall be put after a certain period, afte^ a certain amount of di^ 
cussion. I submit, Sir, that if this is not curtailing the ^wers of this 
House, I 'fail to see what curtailment really would mean and if I am cor- 
rect, it is obvious that the Bill should be opposed finally on this very 
simple ground that it curtails the liberty, the 'powers and the privileges 
of the House. 1 not wish to say anything furthA at this stage. I bog, 
on behalf of the Opposition, to oppose this motion. 
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The motion of the Hon’Me Ehwaja Sir Naiimnddm that Imw ho 
manted to introduce the proposed amendments of the Bengal LegmlataTO 
Isflembly Procedure then put and a division taken with the 

^lollowing resulte: — 

AYES— 101. 


AMul Hftflz, Mr. Mina. 

AMuf Hakim, MauivI (Myrnanalngh). 
AtNful Hakim Vlkrtmiiurl, Mauivi Mit. 
AMul Hamid, Mr. A. M. 

AMul Kadar, Mr. (alias Lai Math). 
Abdul Majid. Mr. Syad (Noakhatl). 
AMuilaal Mahmood, Mr. 

AMur Rahmafi. Khati Bahadur A. F. M. 
AMur Rashaad. MaularMd. 

AMur Rauf, Khan Bahadur Mauivi 8. 
(Howrah). 

AMur Rauf, Khan Bahadur Shah 
(Rangpur). 

Abul Fail, Mr. Md. * 

Abul Hoaain Ahmad, Mr. 

Abul Masud, Kazl. 

Abul Quaaam, Mauivi. 

Ahmad All Mrtdha, Mauivi. 

Alfaiuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur 
Mauivi. 

Amlnullah, Khan Sahib Mauivi. 

Amir All Mia, Mauivi Md. 

Aulad Hoatain Khan, Khan Bahadur 
Mauivi. 

BadI Ahmad Choudhury Khan Bahadur 
Hall. 

Barat All, Mr. Md. 

Barma, the Hon'bla Mr. Pramharl. 
Barman, Babu Shyama Froaad. 

Blrkinyra, Sir Hanry, Bart. 

Biiwas, Babu Lakihml Narayan. 

Biswas, Mr. Raslk Lai. 

Ohlppandala, Mr. «l. W. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Oas, Ral Sahib Anukui Chandra. 

Oass, Babu Dabandra Nath. 

Farhut Bano Khanam, Bagum. 

Faxiul Quadir, Khan Bahadur Mauivi. 
FaHur Rahman, Mr. (Dacoa). 

Faslur Rahman, Mr. (Mymansingh). 
Farguson, Mr. F. F. M. 

Cladding, Mr. D., C.I.E. 

Qolam Rabbani Ahammad, Mauivi. 
Camas, Mr. R. A. 

Caswami. the Hon'bla Mr. Tulsl Chandra. 
Oupta, Mr. 4 . N. 

Curung, Mr. Oambar Singh. 

Oyatuddin Ahmad Choudhury, Alhadj. 
Hahzuddin Choudhurl, Mauivi. 
Hamlduddln Ahmad, Khan Sahib. 

Hasina Murthad, Mrs., M.B.E. 

Hatamally Jamadar, Khan Sahib Mauivi. 
Naywoad, Mr. Rogers. 

Ho«^, Mr. H. R. 

Ispahani, Mr. M. A. H., M.B.E. 
dashnuddln Ahmad, Khan Bahadur 
Mauivi. 


Kablniddin Khan, Khan Bahadur Mauivi. 
Kazam All MIrza, Sahibzada Kawan Oah 
Syad. 

Kamady, Mr. I. G. 

Laltk, Mr. John. 

Mointosh, Mr. G., C.B.E. 

Mandal, Mr. Amrlta Lai. 

Mandal, Mr. Banku Baharl. 

Mandal, Mr. dSsat Chandra. 

Mandal, the Hon’bla Mr. Jogandra Nath. 
Mandal, Mr. Krishna Prasad. 

Maniruddin Akhand, Mauivi. 

Mathold, Mr. J. H. 

Mohammad All, Khan Bahadur. 

Morgan, Mr. G., C.I.E. 

Moalam All Moliah, Mauivi M. 
Muhammad Abdul Halim Molla, Mr. 
Muhammad Ibrahim, Mauivi. 

Muhammad Ishaqua, Mauivi. 

Muhammad israii, Mauivi. 

Mukarjaa, tha Hon’bla Mr. Taraknath, 
M.BtE. 

Mulllok, Mr. Mukunda Bahary. 

Mulliok, tha Hon’bla Mr. Pulin Bahary. 
MuiharrufT Haatain, tha Hon’bla Nawab, 
Khan Bahadur. 

Muttagawtal Haqua, Mr. Syad. 
Nasaruilah, Nawabzada K. 

Naztmuddin, tha Hon’bla Khwaja Sir, 
K.C.I.E. 

Nooruddin, Mr. K. 

Pain, tha Hon’bla Mr. Barada Prosanna. 
Roy, Mr. Dhananjoy. 

Sadaruddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Sahruddin Ahmad, Haji. 

Sahaba-Alam, Mr. Syad. 

Salim, Mr. 8. A. 

Sarkar, Babu Madhusudan. 

Sarajul Islam, Mr. 

Shahabuddin, tha Hon'bla Mr. Khwa)a, 

Singha, Babu Kshatra Nath. 

Sirdar, Babu LItta Munda. 

Smart, Mr. J. N. 

Smyth-Osbouma, Mr. D. G. 

Stark, Mr. A. F. 

Stavanson, Mr. R. A. H. 

Suhrawardy, tha Hon’bla Mr. H. 8. 
Thorman, Mr. C. M. 

Walkar, Mr. J. R. 

Walkar, Mr. W. A. M., C.B.E. 
Whitahaad, Mr. R. B. 

Yousuf MIrza. 

Zahur Ahmad Choudhury, Mauivi. 

Zlllur Rahman Shah Choudhury, Mauivi. 


NOES-Oi. 


Abdul HaAz, Mr, Mia. 

Abdut Majid, Mauivi (Mymansingh). 
Abdul walitd, Mauivi. 

Abdur Raziak, Mauivi. 

Ahmad AH Enayatpurl, Khan Bahadur 


Mauiana. % 

B O d r u d d o la , Mr. Byod. 
Banarioi, Mr. PramBtha Nath. 
« BMiaril, Mr. P. 
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Oai #Mpta, Srijut Nartnikt NatH. 
Oa^ Mr. Dhiranclra Natli. 

Dalirt, Mr. Harandra Nath. 

Diitta OupU, Mitt Mira. 

Ediir, Mr. Upandranath. 

FaMul Htiq, Mr. A. K. 

Ghaaa» Mr. Atui Krlthna. 

Glaaiaddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Gupta, Mr. Josath Chandra. 

Natan All Chawdhury, Mr. 8yad. 
Hatham All Khan, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvl. 

ilalaluddin Hathamy, Mr. 8yad. 

Kundu, Mr. Nithitha Nath. 

Lahiri, Babu Athutoth. 

Mandal, Mr. BIrat Chandra. 

Maobul Hotain, Mr. 

Matud All Khan Panni, Al-hadJ Maulvl. 
Mooktrjaa, Dr. Syamapratad. 

Muhammad Afzal, Khan Bahadur Maulvl 
Byad. * 

Mukharjae, Mr, B. 

Mukharjl, Dr. Bharat Chandra. 


Nandy, Maharaja Bilathaiidrai af OaaihB- 
baaar. 

Nathar, Mr. Ham Ohandra. 

Ramituddln^ AhmaC Mr. 

Roy, Mr. Cham Ohandra. 

Roy, Mr. Kamalkrithfia. 

Roy, Mr. Klran Bankar. 

Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath. 

Ray, Mr. Patiram. 

Banaullah, Dr. 

Sanyal, Dr. Nallnaktha. 

Banyal, Mr. Baunka Bakhar. 

Ban, Mr. AtuI Chandra. 

Ban, Mr. Dhlrandra Nath. 

Ban-Qupta, Mrt. Nallla. 

Bhahadall, Mr. 

Bhamtuddin Ahmad, Mr. 
singha, Maharaja Bhupandra Ohandriy 
of Butang. 

Bur, Mr. Harandra Kumar. 

Thakur, Mr. Bramatha Ranjan. 

Toftl Ahmad Choudhury, Maulvl HaJU 
Wailur Rahman, Maulvl. 


The Ayes being — 101 and the Noes — 59, the motion was carried. 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I beg to move that the 
amendments to the Bengal liCgislative Assembly Procedure Buies be 
referred to a Select Committee consisting of 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. Tulsi Chandra Gb)swami, 

(2) The Hon’ble»Mr. K! Shahabuddin, 

(3) Mr. Mukunda Behari Mullick, 

(4) Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali, 

(5) . Dr. A. M. Malik, 

(6) Mr. Fazlur Rahman (Dacca), ^ 

(7) Mr. A. F. Stark, 

(8) Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarkar, 

(9) Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee, 

(10) Mr. Syed Badrudduja, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instruction.^ to submit their report by the 17th of December, 1944, 
and that the quorum of the Select Committee be fixed at five. 


Sir, I do not want to take much time of the House. Sir, I want to 
make it as clear as possible once again and this I do for the purpose of 
doing away with the apprehension that has been created in the minds of 
the members about the manner in which the guillotine procedure is to 
be carried out. As I have said before. Government have got an open 
mind. Government are of opinion that we have got to have some sort of 

procedure by which we can get important and urgent Bills through the 

House at short-notice, even if there be a strong opinion against that Bill 
and that no urgent and important Bill should be prolonged in such 
manner as to make it almost impossible to get through the House, ^be 
question was, what was the best method of doing it. I am prepared to 
accept on the floor of the House that the only difference between the 
method we have proposed and the method adopted in other legislatures 
of the world is that we have done it by means of rules whereas practically 
in all other cases, it is generally done by means of an ad resolution. 
Well, Sir, as I have stated, as far as Government are concerned, 
they havo considered the question of principle whether the pillotine 
procedure should be used #or not. The method is one which needed 
discussion in the Select Committee and I hav^ got an open mmd and 1 

hope when we sit gt a table, we will, be able ^ come to an amicable 

•arrangement. It is a well known fact that in tlw House of Commong ^ 
is a recognised method and I have been told, though not offioally, that 
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ttoM wlio were iniereeted in ike Secondary Education in England as 
recently as the time when the Parliament proceeded with the Secondary 
Education Bill in the committee of the whole House, found it neces^ry 
to apply the guillotine procedure to get it through, because discussions 
took such a long time that that was the only way to do it. I am told 
I that this was done in England by a responsible member 

Dr. NALINAKtHA 8ANYAL: Only for a small part of the Bill. 


The Hon’ble Khwala fir NAZIMUDDIN: Whatever that may be, this 
principle was used as recently as 1943 or 1944. Sir, I have nothing 
further to say and I hope in view of what I have stated my motion will be 
referred to the Select Committee without any opposition. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SAMYAL: Sir, I rise to 

Mr. SI^EAKCR; I think the best course would be to move the amend- 
ments hrst. 


Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir I be^ to mov* 
by way pi amendment that the proposed draft amendments to the sTnlai 
“a*-''® Assembly Procedure Rules, be referred to a Committee of fhe 
instructions to submit their report by dlst December 
hit’ 1944 ‘[uorura of the said Committee be fixed at 50— whether 


Although not very many words are necessary for exposing the utterly 

retrograde object of Ithis proposed amend^ 
ment, still. Sir, we have got to submit before the House, the 
clear implications of the measure which is intended by the Government 
BO that not only members inside the Legislature, but also the larger 
public outside may be in a position - to understand in what hands their 
destinies are made today. Sir, under rule 115 of the Assembly Procedure 
Kules, the House can amend their roles and that the procedure in so far 
as to Bills as may be applicable will apply for such motions also. But, 
Dir, you find that although the procedure relating to Bills is 
made applicable by our own rule 116, still the fundamental thing that 
we come across in a new Bill, namely, the statement of obiects and 
reasons, is not in this proposal. Sir, the Hon’ble the Chief Minister has 
spoken three times, but in the three educating speeches that he has made 
he has only referred to the principle of guillotine, but may I ask him in 
ftll humility why after several long years of functioning, of this legislature 
It the end of 1944, such guillotine is being found necessary. 
I quote the Chief Minister himself that when the original rules were 
ixnmed they were framed after discussion in a friendly spirit. Now, Sir, 
may I ask today, why this principle of guillotine is sought to be poured 
lowu the unwilling throat of this legislijture. Sir, the Statement of 
Dbjects and lloasons is not here but the object is undoubtedly clear. 
The object is fourfold, if not more. The first object is to divest yourself 
>f the powers that you possess for presiding over the deliberations' of this 
House. The second object is to gag the Opposition. The third object 
is to stifie democracy, because after all democracy is nothing, but Govern- 
ment by discussion and if discussion is proposed to be throttled, democracy 
A bound to be stifled. And the fourth object is for getting larger powers 
lor the Governor and the (lovernment. 


Now, Sir, we on behalf of the Opposition propose to fight against this 
neasure even with the back against the walli^ and we want to fight tooth 
ind nail on these four grounds. First, of all, Sir, let us 
tonsider the propriety « ana wisdopi of handing over powers to the 

jtevernor or the Government. So far es the Govenflment is concerned, 
rrai in this House the Government, according te principles of democracy/ 



iMi] iissEMBi^T miM- 

> it'lo staiid or not to gtand on the aame footing m th^ Opposition. So it 
is ftH unthinkable proposition from the democratic point of view that in 
matters of discussion within the House which affect the destinies of the 
peo|de outside, the Government should get the upjMr hand and should 
determine the course of debate in the matter of which the Opposition has 
got as much right and say as the Government, if not more. 
For, after all, Sir, Government is supported by a party and thin^ which 
are brought before the House are undoubtedly discussed within the party 
and the party as a whole, come to a decision and they may not have 
reason or occasion for speaking in support of thfeir proposals on the floor 
of the House. But the Opposition is not supposed to know the reasons 
and the implications, the purpose and t^ object of the mover which^ is 
proposed to be brought on the floor of the House. Therefore the' Opposition 
has an inalienable right of speaking over the subject matter and 
there may be times and occasions, when the ^ Opposition will speak not 
only on party basis, but every member has a right to speak out the voloo 
of iiis constituency. We have also proceeded on that line, but there are 
masters and matters and to quote, Sir Nazimuddin, again we have oppMed 
the Government, have resisted, but during the last seven years we have 
been able to function as legislature with Government on one hand and 
the Op]K)sition on the other. But today it is extremely suspicious, i^t is 
alarming, to say^ the least of it. that the Government proposed to have 
larger powers at the cost of the Opposition. 

Sir let us be clear in our minds. When Sir Nazimuddm was ^ferring ^ 
to the Secondary Education Bill in England Fo^ahly • he WM 
also referring to the ^>ecoudary F.<lucation Bill in Bengal 
Ali Miudiu: Yes; quite so). I am very glad that Maul vi Ahmed Ah 
Mridha has said “yes”. Well, Sir, barring Secondary Education Bhl 
three or four Governments that hi^ve functioned in this House 
difticultv in carrying on and transacting business for which we are e 
and if in the matter of Secondary Education Bill, the Opposition resisted 
in such a wav and to such an extent that with the ordinary powers hand 
Government could not pour down the throat of this unwilling province 
that hated Bill 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Sanyal, we must now rise for prayers. The 
House siands adjourned for 15 minutes for prayers. 

(The House was at this stage adjourned for 15 minutes for prayers.) 

(After adjournment.) 


Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYALS Sir, I was just referring to what 
was considered to be the exigency by the stalwarts of the Govern- 
ment Party, namely, the Secondary Education Bill. There are two 
aspects from which even that matter has got to be con/iidered. The first 
is that the guillotine which will be available will not apply only to the 
Secondary Education Bill, It will hang over the head of all Bills that 
will come up before the Assembly and when the Hon ble Chief Minister 
referred to the Secondary Education Bill of England, he probably was 
unmindful of the distinction between the procedure, the adoption of 

S iillotine for a resolution in respect of a particular matter before the 
ouse or even a part of it and a general guillotine made available or 
applicable to all Bills at the whim of the Govemmeni or the Governor. 
If the Secondary Education Bill could not J)e paosed in the teeth of 
Opposition, I submit, Sir, with all the emphasis and in all humility, that 
the Goveniment instead of |rying to ride roughshod over the feelings and 
the arguments of the Opposition ought to have ^recast and revised its own 
attitude towards this question and should, have criet^halt in the matter. 

Sir, as I was just speaking the basis of Parliamentary Gover^nt, 
as is well-known by this time, even in this feminine democracy of onr 



[llTH Bid., 


.Ml ASSSMBLT BULBS. 


lAave country (A Voict f»om the Opposition: Neuter;; no, it is not 
jirater, because the Ocnremment is subseryient to another head md 
^erefore there w one masculine and another feminine. Now, Sir, this 
Payliamentary Government in our country cannot flouHsli within its 
limitation unless there is freedom of discussion and debate. It is stated 
that the power will be used in the name of the Governor. Excuse me Sir, 
I am not goinf? to criticise the •Governor as such, but althougii the 
Instrument of Instructions says that sometimes the Governor will take the 
advice of the Ministry, sometimes the Governor will differ from the 
Ministry in certain matters, but, here, Sir, in our unfortunate Province 
at our cost we have known that the Governor always comes to the aid of 
the Ministry, whenever the Ministry is in danger. Look at what was 
done by Sir John Herbert. A perfectly constitutional Government backed 
by the majority of the House was holding the Treasury Benches 
up till the end of March, 1943. Then, Sir, Sir John Herbert, as that 
Ministry was not subservient to him, in his anxiety to get hold of a 
Ministry that might be handy and useful, in a perfectly unconstitutional 
manner unknown to acknowledged canons of democracy, dislodged 'the 
constitutional Government . of that day, and then after an interiTn 
arrangernent under section 93, brought into the Treasury Benches persona 
and parties, who at least on that day did not enjoy the confidence of the 
majoritji^ in the House and outside. Thereafter everybody knows how 
nower is ^ consolidated. Therefore, that one example ought to have 
been sufficient to j)ut the Province and the public on guard against giving 
any power to the Governor. My friends of the European party know 
better than ourselves that in England democracy mednt gradual infiltration 
of power and authority from the monarch down to the people. 
But here, in our Province although those persons are serving as limbs 
of this House and although they have now no programme of their own, 
still they pretend to function on the principles of British democracy. 
Sir, here we are every day finding that instead of power coming from the 
high to the low, from the top to the bottom, the little power that is 
enjoyed or enjoyable by the bottom is being carried upwards by an inverse 
process. Even, Sir, look at the history of the last session of 
the Assembly. There were no-confidence motions simultaneously with 
the Secondary Education Bill. It was not the Opposition which was 
responsible for the Secondary Education Bill not having a free passage, 
but it was a trembling Government which was responsible for that. 
Simultaneously with the Secondary Education Bill on the floor of the 
House, there was a large number of actual and prospective no-confidence 
motions against the Ministers. But what did the constitutional Governor 
doP The Governor instead of giving the basic right to the Opposition 

to have the matter fought out on the floor of the House, in a highly un- 

constitutional manner in order to save the Ministry of the day, suddenly 
prorogued the House on the advice of the Ministers. So, Sir, if we have 
to look at the matter from the Governor’s point of view or if 

we have to approach the matter from the point of view of the Ministry, 
we will find that the consequenc^e is the same, namely, that so long as 
the Ministry is safe, all business will be carried on, but whenever the 
Ministry is not safe, the guillotine will be applied not only to the 
pending Secondary Education Bill, which was being discussed at that 
tim^ but the guiUotine will be applied to the whole House. Therefore, 
Sir, we, on this side of the House, are absolutely certain in our minds 
that we cAnnot barter awa^ even a grain of the elementary privileges that 
w© have a right to enjoy as members representing popular constituencies 
If ^ t^e Governor wants to have any power, the Ministry need 

xt^ lielp him. The Governor can apply section 93, whenever necessapr 
and advised. I am qven not sui^ tnat the Governor cannot aj^ly the 
Ikfmice of India Bales, even in the matter of rationing the speeches ana 




ASSEMBLY PBQCEDWBM IHTX^ 


*71 


theffroceedingB of this House. If the Qovemor wanta to oumH the 
leng& of the debate and pot it into ration, well the Hoyexnor can seek 
the iMivice of law stalwarts and can seek to apply the Defence of India 
Buies,* for the purpose of pruning the proceedings, but we are not going 
to be a party to that. If we are a party to this, we are 
practically playing to the latest theory that democracy is not suited to 
India* These friends and supporters of the Gbvernment party, who are 
holding' the key position, have many weapons up their sleeves and one 
of the latest is that democracy is not suited to the conditions and 
circumstances of India, and if we paw this resolution, if we accept this 
motion, and if we agree to the curtailment of our rights of deba^ and 
speeches, that will only amount to a confession of failure of democracy 
in the premier Province of India. I would ask my friends opposite— 
I can understand their anxiety to have certain Bills passed, and I do 


not blame them for that — whether in their anxiety to have a temporary 
business done, would it not be a height of unwisdom to adopt a procedure 
which, fof the time being, may be handy for th^ purpose, but which 
for all time to come will cut at the root of all democracy and liberty of 
the House. Sir, the Hon’ble the Chief Minister was referring to the 
precedents of the House of Commons. He was also saying that his mind 
was open. May I ask him why, if his mind was open, and he was really 
anxious for guillotine, why did he not bring up this matter in 

the shape of a resolution, as was done in the House of Commons, because, 

after all, a resolution of the House is a decision of the House, and it can 

be made applicable to a particular object. Sir, as I was saying at an 
earlier stage, althouffh we are opponents, still we are friends, and we 
have got a common cause in our heart, namely, the betterment of the 
Province and the millions, who are behind us. In spite of acrimony 
and heated opposition on the floor of the House, we have pulled on during 
the laA seven years, and let us hope that we are coming at the end of 
the first chapter of Proviucial Autonomy. This House is not going to 
be a permanent House, and we should have to hand over some legacy to 

our posterity. (Maulvi Muhammad Israil; But in Bengal you are 

opposing that.) Quite true; but then in order to spite us are you ffoing 
to cut your own nose? That is the whole question. If it is 

your case that you want to have a special power for a special business, . 
why are you going to have a general power for all time to come which will 
be absolutely suicidal and detrimental to the growth of parlia- 
mentary life in this Province. My friend Mr. Israil is probably thinking 
of the matter in a spirit of injury. He is probably thinking 

that if the Secondary Education Bill was not passed, the Opposition is 
responsible for that. Sir, the Opposition has got a part to perform. 
The Oppsoition is not dittocracy dittoing the Government. Ihe Opposition 
has got to express their view point after Government have 

expressed their own (Uproar.) Sir, I did not expect that my friends of 
the Government party will confess their helplessness in the matter of 

f etting a business done. If they are helpless, God only can help them, 
ut the Opposition cannot be gagged or silenced just as the Opposition 
was never silenced in any part of the world at any time in history. 
Then, Sir, coming to the question from another point of view, namely, 
your point of view — the position of the Speaker, the power which. is 
being proposed to be handed over to the Government and the Governor is 
a power which is vague. Even if we do not obey the Speaker at times 
still the Speaker is the custodian and the spokesman of the House and 
if we disobey the Speaker, the Government ought to strengthen his hands 
and not take away thAt power and hand it over to somebody 
else the Governor. Sir, as a lawyer, I have known of encumbered 
estates being handed over to receivers and licfuidators and I have yet to 
know if this HoAe and the Governmeht are so fticumbered and involved 
that unless the estate is handed over to the Governor, they cannot thrive^ 
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and live. The Government may try to get shelter in the receiver, namely, 
tlie Governor, but we, on this side of the House are not prepared 
io hand over a single grain of our interest which, we contend, has got 
to be functioned and used by the Speaker in his wisdom. Sir, it is a 
very serious matter so far as you are concerned. I have no doubt in 
my mind that the Government applied their mind seriously to this matter 
after they had failed to get the passage of the Secondary ^ucation 
Bill. Probably they had also to consider, whether they could have their 
convenient Speaker in the matter. I do not know. They had weighed 
the '/^os and cons and probably that was not a useful procedure to adopt 
for the time being, but then if this motion is accepted and if the powers 
of the House are curtailed, I maintain, Sir, that this goes as 
a direct no-confidence motion against the Chair and we have to take the 
matter in that spirit. So far as the general question is concerned, namely, 
whether such a guillotine is necessary at all, I contend that such a 
guillotine is unnecessary, because the rules which we have framed for 
the purpose of ^overifing and guiding our debates on the floor of the 

House are sufficiently clear and they ensure the safe conducting of the 

proceedings of the House according to the requirements of the occasion. 
For example, Sir, what will the Governor do? The Governor or the 

Government will fix a time-limit, but there are ample powers given to 

you under the rules. For example, under rule 41, you can impose a time- 
limit for speeches. 

Mr. A. M. ABDUL HAMID: But he did not. 

Mauivi MohaimiMd I8RAIL: I think you did not allow him to do it. 

Mr. 8ASANKA .8EKHAR 8ANYAL: That is another question. If 
the Speaker did not do that bring a straight vote of no-confidence against 
him and have a convenient and handy Speaker for the purpose. * tinder 
rule 46, it is always open to any memWr of the House to apply for a 
closure and if you in your wisdom are convinced that there has been full 
and reasonable debate, you put the matter. Then, Sir, you will find 
members from the opposite side contending that we did not allow them 
to do all this. Even then limitations on debates are prescribed under 
rule 12: “The matter of every speech must in the opinion of the Speaker 
be relevant to the matter before the Assembly, and a member while 
speaking may not use his sjieech for the purpose of wilfully obstructing the 
business of the Assembly^. That would also sufficiently ensure 

reasonable debate. Then again under rule 116, you have, Sir, got the 
power: “The Speaker may, by orders not inconsistent with these rules, 
provide for matters for which no provision is made and may give such 
directions as may be necessary for giving effect to these rules 
and* such orders**. May I ask you whether the Government before 
bringing up this matter before the House called for a conference 

of the party leaders and the Speaker. For after all, if there 
is a business on the floor of the House, every member is interested in 
that business, w’hatever may be the angle of vision. It cannot be said 
that a business of the House is the monopoly of the Government. 
Business is a privilege of the House. Sir, when this particular motion 
refers to the rights of members as such, I submit, it is monstrous that 
the Chief Minister did not even place, the matter before the Committee 
of Privileges, which is there. You, in your wisdom, have, on several 
occasions, been pleased to observe that privileges have not yet been 
defined, but in any case the right of a member to speak on a matter is 
undoubtedly a privilege and a Privilege Committee has already been 
formed by you. It is only, fair and courteous on the part of Government, 
before this matter was brought on, the floor of the House, to have placed 
it before the Committee of Privileges and before youV I am sure that 
Government also did not consult the Speaker in this matter xn order to 
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£nd out the ways and means for ensuring passage of husine^s in a particular 
matter consistent with the rights of the members to speak on the subject. 
After all, we have got our liberties. These liberties sire fundamental 
and they cannot be taken away merely, because Government think that 
it is necessary to do so. 

Maulvi Mohammad I8RAIL: You abused your liberties. 

Mr. 8ASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL! Sir, my friends on the other 
side are making running comments that the Opposition prevented this 
and that. But the Opposition has never been silenced anwhere in the 
world and the Opposition will never be silenced in this House. They, 
the party in power, may think that by putting members in jail they will 
make themselves happy. AVell, illusion is sure to come. They may 
think that the business of the House would be better conducted by 
putting a halter round the neck of the legislatoi^ and by having the 
Governor forestalled over the heads of the members. This may plewe 
their vanity for the time being but this will not ensure safe conducting 
of bnsinesH* The Opposition has never existed on the bounty or favour 
of the Government and whatever the chains of bondage that may be 
forged out of Government brains they will never succeed in gagging 
the Opposition, because if the Ooverumeut hold power today, the 
Opposition 8j)eaks out the voice of tomorrow and in this respect it is only 
fair and it is only wise that members of Government who are trying to 
support this preposterous and retr(»grade measure cry halt. Sir, you 
know that truth has never been silenced. Gallilo was imprisoned but the 
truth he discovered had never been imprisoned. Jesus Christ, whose 
followers and ajmstles are here, was crusified, but then his sermon on the 
mount was never crusified nor 'inipri8(med. Similarly, Sir, we, on this 
side of the House, claim to represent the growing voice and the ]»rogrfiS8ive 
views of the masses and we claim we are giving this assurance that the 
chains that will be forged will enmesh the Oovernment more and more 
but will never succeed in entangling or imprisoning the voice of the 
Opposition. 

Sir, Sir Naziniuddin spoke out his mind in a way w'hich is differejit 
from tim spirit of the motion as it is worded. If he is really 
and anxious to have the mutter settled in a friendly way he ought to 
withdraw this motion and bring it up in a more acceptable form. If toe 
is dvinir this assurance on behalf of the Oovemment with an open mmd, . 
I on behalf of mv party and the Opposition iii general, can 
ciaim to give reciprocity in that way. We have also got an open mind. 
If he wants to have an open mind from the Opposition it will not do 
merely to sav that lie has an open mind. He has got to place the cards 
on the table.' He has got to respect the dignity of tlie House and ho 
hL eot also to take into confidence the leaders of the Opposition as 
friends Mter all, it is said in England the Government consis s^^^ 
His Majesty’s Treasury Benches and the Opposition. If he follows 
preieilents in England, he ought to follow tha precedent here also He 
must realise that the Government must lie guided not onlv bv their own 
desires and the desires of their party men but they also be amenab e 

to the ioUuence and suggestions which are available *■" ® 

Opposition. We have fought. Sir, with our hack X‘“fi. 
have kept our heads cool, but we assure the Hon ble the Chief Minister, 
that whatever may occur our heads will never be lowered down. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Hr. Sa«yal. 

Or. HALINAKSMA SAMYAUl I «>«(?]»* ’y^>’ permission Sir, to 
move another shorf-notice amendment inltead of this one, namely, t^t m 
place of 17th December, 1944, ti»e words 16th January, 1945, be substituted. 
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Mr. BfEAKER: Yes, then yon do not moTe this amendment. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I beg to Inove that th© following names 
b© added to the personnel of the Select Committee, namely, — 

(1) Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal, 

(2) Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri, 

(*3) Mr. Abul Hossain Ahmed, and 

(4) Mr. Upendra Nath Ed bar. 

Mr. GIASUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I beg to move that in place of Mr. 
Abu Hossain Sarkar the name of Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy be 
substituted. 

Dh NALINAKSHA SANYAL: As a matter of fact, it is not a question 
of substitution because technically speaking it was not moved. His 
signature was not avaijable and so his name was not included. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN:^ Yes, there is the consent ol Mr. Abu 
Hossain Sarkar. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, in moving my amendment to the 
original amendment of the Hon’ble Sir Nazimuddin in the amended form 
that the Select Committee be instructed to report by the 15th 
January, 1945, I beg to submit some observations generally on the entire 
scope of the present measure and the project that we in this House 
should have in connection with the examination and implications of th© 
rules. I have no hesitation in admitting that I was not quite prepared 
for the generous gesture of the Hon'ble Sir Nazimuddin in this House 
and I was trying to buck up my loins to give him a good fight for the 
measure as a wdiole us well as for the method of dealing with the same. 
But, Sir, the atmos])here that has been created this afternoon* by the 
assurance freely and generously given by Sir Nazimuddin that Govern- 
ment keeps an open mind in connection with this measure and 
that the only thing he desires of the House is to accept the reference to 
the Select (^mmittee is the idea of having some sort of limitation by 
way of enabling the Government to pass important Bills of legislation 
aU a quicker pace than has been possible so far within the 
four corners of the Assembly. On that distinct understanding I welcome 
a reference to the Select Committee. This idea of referring a measure 
of this character to a committee of the House is welcome, more because 
Sir Nazimuddin has along with it generously offered the promise that he 
will be prepared not to exercise voting rights and pow'ers in that discussion 
but he wall try and get together and find out some kind of measure best 
suited for this House by mutual agreement of all sections of the House. 
Sir, I must state at the outset that when this motion w’as first circulated 
to \xs we on this side of the House felt extremely unhappy and that for 
obvious reasons. I feel that this draft was really not a draft for improving 
the procedure of this House as such but it was with a view 

to suppress one member of this I^^egislature (Laughter) and that waa 

my humble self. I also felt that it was more a condemnation of my 
humble self, and probably indirectly the Speaker of this House rather 
than a genuine attempt to improve upon the procedure of this Ijegislaturo— ■— 

Mr. SPEAKERS You bracket me with you! (Laughter.) 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Yes, Sir. I would like to disabuse 
the minds of the members of this House of any idea that they or any 
section of them might hold regarding ihe,^ conduct that I had been 
* compelled or impelled as a public duty to adopt in this House at vanoua 
stages of certain in^portant legislations. It may be recalled that 
Governments have come and Governments have gone, but so far as 
pernicious measure of Secondary Education Bill was concerned, whether 
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it or Mr. FaiJul' Hui}’. OorMnownt, 

iL^t thp systematicully «id Md said 

ag^t^e proposed measure at every stage and demanded that there 
ehonld no oommunal legislation passed through the House merely by 
a supposed agreement. In that connection when 
we failed to convince the majority of those who were in authority 
we Had to take recourse to certain measures which mifflit have resulted 
m ddaying the Jeffislation and I submit that this delayinir has done ffood 
to the Proynce and it has been of benefit to Uith the communities, the 
Mindus and the Muslims and also to the minority communities (Mr. K. 
Nasarulla; Question!) However, that is for the posterity to decide. 

Sir, the history of Secondary Education Bill will show that at one stare 
Assembly had to kept suspended under the 
authority of the Spider which when the Opposition pointed out were not 
very regular, the Speaker was pleased to reopen and revise the previous 
decision It would al.so be recalled that at one stage a member of the 
Bengal Ivegislative Couniil who as a Minister of rfltate happened to be 
in charge of Education portfolio claimed to be automatically and 
jp*o facto by virtue' of his office as Minister, the Chairman of the Select 
Committee and the tliipositiou had to draw attimtion to that procedure 
and althmigh the majority in their pertinacity tried to push through the 
operations of the Selci't Committee, the Speaker with the authority of the 
Advocatc-Gcneral of Bengal, as well as with the concurrence of an d the 

approval of the President of the Indian Legislative Assembly did declare 

that that proctMlure was vltrii vires. Sir, it was also experienced thftt 
some of the Ministers were not sufiieiently studious — I widl not use any 
strong term in today s atinosjihere — they were not sufficiently indiistrious 
as to keep themselves abreast of the requirements of work in the Select 
Committee and they depended more on their Secretaries, departmental or 
parlianfentary . anil they wanted the preseine of a number tif them in 
Select rommittees. We had even then opposed and bad to point out 
that this would he irregular, heeause a Sehst CommitttH* was HupjMwed 
to 1 m* a coniniittee of this lIouHe and if the Minister was not competent 
enough or was not industrious enougli to conduct the proceedings of the 
Select (\)niinitt(‘e properly, lie could onl_\ take the advice of 
outsiders as exfierts, hut he could not allow’ them to he in the f^dect 

Oonunittee all along and try to guide the deliberations (d that Select 

Committee directly or indirectly. That objection of ours was also upheld 
by the Deputy Speaker and it was done with the full support of the 
Advocate-General, as ♦well us the concurrence of the I*resident of the 
Indian Legislative Assembly. 

At a later stage, it had fallen (o our lot again to point out the manner 
in which a crushing piece of legislation w’as going to be taken 
over our heads in spite of most reasimable and logical ar|7unients on 
behalf of the Opposition, and as members belonging tf» a minority that 
could never possibly get into a majority in u House c,onstituied under 
the tM^nstitution of 10-15 Act, w'e felt called upon again in public interest 
to take recourse to methods which some friends might have thought to 
be obstruetive. These so-called obstructive methods, or wdiat are more 
technically know-n in the United States of America, as filibustering, have 
not been unknown to the legislatures of the world and we bad protracted 
the debates daily expecting and hojdng 'that some gesture wunild c.ome 
from the majority side and that they would realise the serioushe.Hs of the 
situation and fry to have adjustment made in view% specially of the most 
serious objections raised bv the Opposition and the strong /eelings inside 
the House as u’cll as outsifje# The present measures are the direc-t oiitcome 
of the Opposition that was put forward s^^stematically and through' 
all stages to the Bengal Secondary Education Bill 1940, 1941 and 194d. 
History will record the circumstances and 1 would only invito Ih# 
25 
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of this Hoose to the fact that the Opposition’s efforts have not 
jwe in vain. If we have not been able to convince the majority, w© 
hhve at least been able so far to soften the ire and the definite determind- 
mm or rather the desire of a certain section of the Government 
m power, and we had sat thereafter for a number of days in conferences 

to explore the possibilities of some kind of adjustment even at this stagre 

It IS only for the time l»mg that those conferences are held in abeyance’ 
Imt I hope and trust it is in the interest of the province and the couiitr^ 
that the Government of Sir Nazimuddm would vet reopen those 
negotiations and discussions over that measure and before he thinks^ 
taking recourse to extraordinary powers as proposed under the present, 
measure or m future uieasure of this charocter. he would vet find out some 
possibility of coming to an aRreement wliich will make it absolutely 
unnecessary to take recourse tf» measures of this character. 

Sir, I have during the last few weeks carefully studied the rules of 

procedure as well as the convention regarding limitations of debate in 
various legislatures of the world. Some have had a chequered history 
and some others, in spite of great difficulties, have definitely set their 

In ViaTv character. In a very illuminative hook 

on this subject of Ii^gis ative Procedure by Luce, it was stated that the 
accurate expression of the majority will is only to he sf^cnred hv adeiniate 
debate, conducted with freedom enough to f>ermit every useful (contribution 
of Ideas and opinions, and with deliberation enough to exclude 
as far as practicable the untoward influences of precipitancy and passion, 
fo this end Ihere must be different stages of consideration aii^dthen 
opportunity for reconsideration. There must he. protection against 
surnrise and against fraud'’. This is a very healthy principle that the 
author, who is u remarkable scludar of jiarliamentarv ])ro(edurc hiy^ 
down in the introduction of his hook. He further lavs down that’ ‘•the 
rules of any liegisluture or (Nmgress ate notliing liut a ‘gentleman\ 
agreement , wholly dependent on the .good iaith oi the participants*’. 
Jhis IS a very healthy principle indeed. in this House, would like 

to approach these rules and amendments thereto not from the point of 
view of party opportunities or party domination, hut niainlv from the 
point of view of maximising legislative work (‘oiisistent with fn‘e seopi^ 
of disc.ussion and representation of all viewjioints, with a gentleinan 's 
agreement amongst the members of tliis House so that maximum 
privileges of the lueiiihers can be secured. It has been rather un fortunate 
that of late there are signs of the (Jovernment of the day looking upon 
the legislative procedure of this House as their owir matters iu which the 
Government are more interested than the Opposition. I submit, Sir, 
this is a wrong view of things and in fart the rules exist more for the 
orderly business of the House and for protection of the minorities tliun 
for giving any protection to the majority who never need any such special 
protection, v 

Professor Luc'e goes on, “The miuoritv insist on only the right to be 
heard. Theirs is tlie erv of Tbemistoeles to Euryhiades — ‘Strike, but 
hear me. Give them, but the chance to present their . arguments, fairly, 
fully, and they will abide the issue." 

“Parliaiuenturv practice", Francis Lieber stated, “or rules of proceed- 
ing and debate, smdi as have been developed by England, independently 
of the executive, and, like the rest of the common law, been carried 
over to our soil (that is, r America), form a most essential part of our 
Anglican constitutional, parliamentary liberty. This practice is not 
only one of the highest importance for legislatures themselves, but serves 
as an element of freedom ^all over the country, in everv' meeting, small 
or large. It is on important guarantee of liberty, bt'cause it serves like 
the wtlWorn and bauketl bed of a river, which receives the waters tbat> 
without it, would either lose their force and use by spreading over plains^ 
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or Wcome ruinous by their impetuosity wkeit meetiAg^ with 
obst^e^on. Thus, Sir, the sanctity of these rales go beyond the 
precinote of this legislature. The whole country looks up to the procedure 
in the House as their ideal for conducting proceedings of every public 
ineeting or organisation and proceedings of all public bodies. Tlierefore, 
Sir, we have a responsibility more than ordinary. It has been stated, and 
very pertinently, that so far as the rules are concerned “All usages and 

laws which relate to debating are of essential importance to liberty 

itself, and they must be considered as one of the safeguards of liberty 
which we possess in advance of the ancients". Further on, Joseph 
Story — who was one of the most elcxiuent and capable Speakers of one of 
the States of the T'liited States of America, he came from Massachusetts- 
defined that “the rigid enforcement of these rules, while it enables the 
majority to mature their measures with wisdom and dignity, is the only 
barrier to the rights of the minority against the encroachments of power 
and ambition*'. The same keynote is noted in the rulings of many 

an authority on parliamentary procedure. Sir, in view of the approach 

that we have started this evening, I shall not detain the House with 
many such ([uotations, hut 1 cannot help quoting one or two other 
important maxims which have been laid down in this Imok — one by Hoot 
in the Senate of the Pnited States in February, 1915, where he says “The 
purpose of rules is to establish a course of conduct which shall l>e a 
protection to the minority and jn-eserMe them in the performance of their 

duties against arbitrary repression on the part of the majority. 

Tli(‘ functions of the minority are us important t<» the ]>res4‘rviition of 
representative (fovernment as are the tunctious of the majority. It is the 
duty ot the minority to insist upon discussion, consideration, publicity, 
opennc'^, to bring o\it and keep in the full sunlight of public knowleilge 
the condurt of jiuldic business; ami. Sir, there is no right of liberty in 
a Rej)ubli(' more essential and vital than is the preservation and the protec- 
tion of the minority iii the perfoimance of their (lutv". 

In the same strain, Tlionias defferson, uho is the uuilM>r of .lefteisoirs 
Manual or Magva ('aria ot I^arliamenlary Frocediire of the Tniterl States 
of America in his l^faiHial nsaillcd that Mr. (tiislow, one of the 
ablest Speakers of the Hoiim* of (’omiimns, used to -say. “It nas a maxim 
he had ofte*n heard when he \\as a young man, from old and (‘Xpericnced 
members, that nothing tended more to throw jinwer into the hands of 
administrution. and those who acted with the majority oi the House of 
Commons, than a neglect of, or departure from, the rules i)f proceeding: 
that these forms, as instituted by our ancestors, o])erated as a check 
and control on the actions of the majority, and that they were, in many 
instances, a shelter and protection to the minority, against the attempts 
of power". So far, said Jefferson, the maxim is certainly true, and is 
founded in good sense, that as it is always in the power of the majority, 
by their numbers, to stop any improper measures pro^awed on the jpart 
of their opponents, the only weapons liy 'which the minority can defend 
themselves against similar attempts from those in power, are the forms 
and rules of pro<*eeding which have been adopted as they were found 
necessary, from time to time. The wantonness cd power is but too often 
apt to suggest to large and successful majorities. 

I feel, Sir, that it might be iKirewjiue to the House, ijP I continue to 
give you some of the results of my studies in this* itonnection, hut I can 
tell you bciefly that there is no legislature in the- whole world where an 
attempt has been made in the banner which has l)een prmmsed in the 
present set of rules. But there have been rules w4iere the House retains 
power in its own han^s to have urgency declared on* particular Bills by 
ad hoc motions in the legislature; and there are certain rules in some 
progressive legislatures providing similar procedure within the rules as well. 
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It may be pointed out tliat the present set of rules will be substituted 
by a new set providing similar measures and the Select Committee might 
examine those rules in the light of the suggestions and assurances given 
there. I would only humbly submit that having regard to these the 
House of Legislature in other countries have adopted closure motions as 
well as guillotine motions not without qualms and not without serious 
consideration. Even in regard to closure motions which followed n 
aysteinutic ol)structi(» 2 i of a section of Irish Nationalists in the British 
lIou.se of Commons in 1881, even in regard to them there were four 
definite restrictions put down on that method of closure and the Standing 
Orders tlsat evolved at a later stage and incorporated in the British 
House of Commons Rules of Procedure give definite powders in the hands 
of the Speaker to examine, firstl>, whether there has been sufficient 
debate; secondly, whether the minority’s rights were or were not going 
to be infringed: And even so, no elosure motion could be moved except 
when the Speaker was in the Chair and except where substantial 
majority; wliich was originally 200 and now J(M), of the members of the 
House of (^mmions remained [)resent to vt)!*?. In regard to urgency 
motion or rather guillotine motion as it is more commonly known (Rai 
Haakndka Natii CiiAumiuni : As it is nicknamed), there have been 
very rare eases of its use, and whenever such motions have been put into 
operation generally speaking they have related to matters of grave 
urgency and of great national importance. We do hope and trust that 
although such ])<»wer may be given to the House, the House in its wisdom 
will not try to take recourse to such power on any and every occasion 
merely because it know^s full well that (iovcrnmetit have a majority and 
they can puss anything with the hel}) of that majority. 

In regard to this jmsiiion of the majority dictating things, what 
happens is that the Hou.se loses all its interest in legi.Nlatioh and tin* 
character of the debate goes down terribly. In the classical book oji 
"‘Lum' and C/Ustoin” b> Anson, Anson lays do\Mi that the effect of the 
closure has been noti(‘e(i to Iw twofold. First of all. tin* exercise by tin* 
majority of the power of bringing discussion to a close tends inevitably 
to accentuate j)arty differences. There has been no instance in wliieh 
the laithiess exercise of the right of the majority to close a debate has 
moved the proceedings in the House and every time such attempt has led 
to bitter experiences leading often to the intervention of the Speaker in the 
exercise of his authority to maintain or<ler in the House. I have got some 
of these parliamentary procedures. Almost in every case, such attempt 
at curtailing the right of debate has led to disorder in the House and the 
Speaker had to intervene. 

The second defect or the second painful effect that has been noticed 
is— und this is not from iny lips, hut from one who is considered to be an 
authority on Parliaments us well as other legislatures — that in the course 
of the guillotine there is not only the danger of the taiinority bein^ shut 
out, but tliere is also the danger of the majority deliberately trying to 
waste the time at the beginning of the period keeping important debates 
to be guillotined by the Speaker. It is a blocking measure that we ^ve 
fonnd in the past. I hope and trust that when the Select CoininittTO 
will examine these proposals carefully- they would keep in view the ' 
dang*>r* of the majority blocking out important matters of de^te whicn 
would be essential W the country and for improving the legislation. 
While they would be anxious to curtail the liberty of a particular 
minority 

Khan Sahailur MOMAMMED ALI: You will be there. Please do it 
before the Committee. , ^ 

Dr. MALIMAKSMA SANYALl The House must know, ^e thirf 
important drawback, is this that when discussion goes on on party iuM m 
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this ^y, the House loses all interest and the fesult of diaeuaaion is 
knosm beforehand. Argument is met by silence in Hie House and by 
nra^ in the division lobby. The public take litUe intereet in speeches 
i ®*®^**y serve to postpone a foregone conclusion. Such is the debasing 
o / of the motions of the character proposed to be introduced. 
Before the House accepts any motion, these are the experiences of other 
counmes and the maxims laid down by experts in the line which I do hope 
o 1 Minister fiund the party in power will carefully examind 

and the Select Committee will apply its mind properly, I have Wed to 
collect the existing methods of closure 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 

guillotine by hi.s long-winded speeches. 


Sir, he is making out a case for 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The British House of ('ommons adoi.ted 

18 With C'reat re hiefflurp TImrss . \ ^aopied 


this with great reluctance, 
of limitation^ of dehate. 


days for particular Bills; the second is throufili closure anS- 
tion and the third is by guillotine and this guillotine or closure by 
comparliiients has been supnlenieiitcd by other iiieasures which are 
called hrst simple dlosiire the second consequential or compurtmenlal 
closure or guillotine and the third kangaroo closure hv which the Speaker 
has la-en given the right to take out such ■amendments as in 
his judgmicnt require more time and better upplieiition of the Rouse and 
the mind of the Members out of their turn. Generally speaking, the 
House of Commons has adopted these rules and procedure with great 
^luetance and every tim(‘ a proposal of this iyi^e is put forward, the 
House has examined it through a prolonged debate. I/ately in 
a Ilouse of rommoiis ( ommittee wa.s appointed to go through tlie question 
over ag^in and to find out whether in view of the mounting 
up nature oi the puiilie business in the House of (hmimons, it would be 
possible to shorten the firocedure so as to pass more volume of business 
through the Hou.se in a shorter time and after careful examination of all 
the implications, that House of ('ommons (/ommittee of 1932. came 
definitely to the eonchisiop that there need Ik* im further change. The 
present rules are (juite enough and they should not be in any way expanded. 
The (^iinmittee realised that the principle of majority mb' — this 
is a very relevant cjuotation from the Hfmse of C’ommons Ihiper 129 of 
1932 — is a fiimlamental convention upon which all J^urliamentary (loveni- 
ment is built, but this must collapse in proportion as the [irinciple of 
protef’tion of minority begins t.o decay. The (hmimittee was unanimously 
of the opinion that the procedure of I*arlianu*nt is sufiicitmtly flexible 
to meet all the demands made upon it and divergence of o]>inion there 
was only regarding the primary funetion of Parliament, namely whether 
Parliament should serve us a national forum where great issues should lie 
debated or merely as a legislative machine or body (barged with (K)ntrol 
of public expenditure. There also a very large and substantial body of 
members of that Committee were of the view that they were not prpured 
to treat Parliament merely as a legislative machine or as a Imdy to pass 
expenditure but they thought that it was also to act as the best and 
highest forum of the public of England to give expression to public views. 


8ir, in the United States of America also thcie is no rule of the nature 
of clo.sing debate peremtorily either by way of guillotine or otherwise 
even as suggested in the House of Commons Pules and Procedure. The 
only procedure that is there in the House of Ref»re.sentatives Pules i.s the 
rule regarding previous que^stion. In Article Chapter XV If, on 

Rules, as eentnined in Jeffefson’s Manual and Rules of the House of 
Representatives published under the authority of the United States 
Government in 193flS-~that is the latest tiiat is available here — theu*. has 
been serious objection raised and it is interesting to note that iu 1892 
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Gladaioita first wanted *to get an aathority of this cliaracfcer to prevent 
ike Irish Nationalists from getting there in * order to get through the 
Criminal liaw Bill. That very Gladstone had to point out some draw- 
backs of a similar legislation, when he was in the Opposition in 1897 
when the present rules of the House of Commons were actually drafted 

and the responsibility for pre.senting those rules at that time 

£ as with the then Conservative Government presided over by 
r. Smith, whereas Parnell, the so-called obstructionist leader — he was 
not obstructionist, he was a leader of great ability — welcomed the rules 
and few people realised that in spite of the existence of those rules, the 
intelligent obstructionist or oppositionist could manage to keep the 

House at bay and also the Speaker, necessitating further measures in 
80 1 ) 80(1 iient stages so that really speaking thest' rules of procedure should 
not be considered to be the last word to stop obstruction or to enable 
rushing legislation, but this should be treated more as gentlemen’s 

agreement as has been very aptly laid down by the niles.^^ liedlish, in 
Vol. I, chapter on* “Urgency Procedure and Closure”, very carefully 
gives a history of the procedure regarding closure, and I will not detain 
the House any more on that subject. I invite the attention of the 
Committee in ])articular and all members in general to these rules in this 
chapter, if they want to profit through some study (Kiiax Bahamiir 
Mohammed Ali; We have studied.} T understand that of late Khan 
Bahadur Mohammed Ali has become studious and is trying to study the 
rules in order to give a better account of himself than what he did only 

the other day in this House. 1 hope he at least will try to be a little more 

particular in regard to some of these hooks which < am inviting attention 
to. Ill Jenning’s I’urliument there is a very inten^sting. cha]>ter on 
closures and from page 2»‘l7 onwards, he deals with the question of matters 
of limitation of debate. The only thing that 1 would invite your atten- 
tion to in this connec^tion is this: Jennings points out a guillo- 
tine motion and he quotes in his appendix a standard guillotine motion 
and ])oint8 out how elaborate has been the time-table given to each 
clause and each stage on each Bill to enable it to be passed at a particular 
time and the House has an opportunity even when th(‘ motion is before 
the House to (»xamine each stage and whether the time allotted would be 
sufficient for the debate in consideration of the importance of the debate. 
The Central lA^gislative Assembly of India has got one rule 

regarding closure, namely, rule (>2. There the rule, more or less, 

follow's the British House of Commons measure regarding closure. It 
has not been necessary for them as yet to liav(‘ any other measure than 
the prestmt one and tlie Indian 1/egisluture has found it possible to pass 
laws and conduct the business of the House without taking re(‘ourse ^ 
further stringent measures. The Canadian Parliament has got certain 
limitations of debate and there in Burinos’ book “Parliamentary IVocedure”, 
pages 47-48, the rule is laid down. It will be noticed that the 
rule itself gave some power even in the matter of urgency legislation in 
the hands of the Speaker. Unlike Britain, Canada has not sought to 
take away the powers of the Speaker entirely. Similarly, with regard to 
Australia, the Australian Parliament from November, 19f37, has adopted 
this new Standing Order No. 262-V. This w’as adopted first on the 16th 
of October 1918. “On the reading of a message from the Governor-General 
recommending an appropriation in connection with any ^“1 
on the calling of a motion for leave to introduce a Bill or on the considera- 
tion of any resolution' preliminary to the introduction of a Bill 
or at any stage of a Bill, a member of the Government may declare tl^t 
the Bill is an urgent Bill and on such decXiration the question ihat the 
Bill be considered an ufgent Bill shall be put forthwith, no debate or 
Amendment being allcSVred ; and* on such motion being agreed to without 
dissentient voice or carried by an affirmative vote of not leas 
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tbflOEt 24 iiiembers. a member of the (b)vernment may forthwith at aity 
tinib tloriiif; any sitting of the Committee of the Hourte, but not so to 
mterrupt the luemWr who is addressivR the Committee of the House, 
moTe a further motion or motioii'i »|>eeifyin>r the time which may be 
allotted to any of the following, r/:., the initial stages, the eeeond read- 
ing and the committee stage and so on, and the order with regfard to the 
time allotted to the Committee stage of the Bill may apportion certain 

time or times to any partic ular clause or clauses or to any particular part 

or parts of a Bill,” etc. 

So having looked up the various parliaiTientar>' f)r()(‘edures, I find that 
probably the inspiration that was obtained by the (Government here wa 
more from the Australian Parliament than from the Mother of Parlia- 
ments, rianiel\, Britain. (Mr. Duirkndra \ath Dai^ ^ : That is quite 
natural.) The Australian House of Representatives does not give power 
to the Governor-General or to the Government, hut the House takes 
ad hoc flec'^ion on a particular measure at a partic'filnr time. I do feel 

that this is tlie most stringent measure that I have come across having 

examined all the parliami'titary pn)cedures of progressive and democratic 
legislatures. ' - 

Mr. SPEAKER: We must rise now. 1 think you have finished, Dr. 
Sanyal ? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: I will (ak(> another ti^e minutes, 8ir. 
It appears that there is u general desire from different sections of this 
House that I should y-y to be brief and conclude my renmrks tonight. 
Sir, apart from the technicalities of the rules there is something even 
higher to which 1 appeal. Wc are reall> laying the foundations qf 
democracy in this countiy. In so doing we should not /try to adopt 
^ nieasureV which would b<* virtually striking at the very root of democraey 
and repr(‘sentat i ve GovcTunKuit. e know that theu*!* are powers and 
parties that do not like (lovernment by discussion. The totalitarian 
states have not tolerated opjiositiqn in a legislature. They have one party 
Government and some (d tluun probably have shown that they could 
achieve great poweis of the state through one party rule. But, Sir, we 
who have Wn nurtured in the cradle oi representative Government and 
democracy, we who in India have from our ancient traditions got the 
essentials and rudinient.s of self-Government right from the rural areas 
going up as a temple of liberty (<» the throne of the state, vye who have 
also learnt parliamentary procedure and manners from Britain and have 
examined the basis of liberty from the studies of the British public men 
and politicians, wc do feel that the House should retain all the powers, 
and the jmsition of the Speaker of the House should, in no way, 1 m» sought 
to be stultified. 1 do feel that the Speaker slnmld have certain powers 
overriding the uigeiicy or tin* necessity of the Government <)f the day and 
in case we do have in the Select Committee measures limiting debate, I 
trust and hope that the Speaker’s position will b*» left unimpaired. 

With these words, Sir, I move ray motion for extending the time for 
report to the 15th of January, 1945, instead of 17th December, 1944. 

Adjoumment. 

The House was then at 7-35 p.m., adjourned till 4 p.m., on Tuesday, 
the 12th December, 1944, at the Assembly Houses, Calcutta. 
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Phieaedinf • of the Bengal Legiilative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Aet| 1935* 

Thb Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 
12th December, 1944, at 4 p.m. , 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the flon’ble Mr. Sted Nausher Ali) in the Chair, 12 
Hon’ble Ministers and 180 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS ^ 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Dearness aHoAranoe for Provincial and Sutionlinate Services. 

•101. Mr. B. MUKHERill: (a) Will the Hoirble Minister in charge of 
llie Finance Department be pleased to state — 

(t) whether the (Government has any definite and settled scheme in 
respect of de'urnesH allowances; 

(n) if so, what is that scheme and how it is implemented in practice; 

(m) whetheii the Government has under consideration any measures 
designed to achieve a general raising of existing dearness allow- 
ance scales in Bengal; and • 

(iv) whether it is a fact that these scales are among the lowest in India 
and that the corresponding cost of living index figures are among 
th^ highest? « # 

(b) If fhe reply to (a) (ni) be in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason therefor.^ 

MINISTER in chtrgo of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’Mo 
Mr. Tulfi Chandra Goswami): (a) (i) and (u) A copy of Finance Depart- 
ment Order No. 1970-F., dated the 4lh October, 1944, einlx)dying our 
latest Dearness Allowance scheme is placed on the Library Table. 

(tu) No. 

(iv) Our rates are the same as those of Government of India and we have 
no information that the rates are higher in any other Province. 

(b) The scales have been introduced in consultation with the Government 
of India. No revision of these scales is con tern platenl at present. 

Caloutta House Rent Control Order, 1943^ 

•102. Mr. ROGERS HAYWOOD: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Ileveuue Department l>e pleased to state — 

(а) whether it is a fact that there has been a substantial increase in 

recent months iu the number of applications received by the 
Kent Controller under the Calcutta House Rent Control Order, 
1948; 

(б) the number of applications under the C'alcutta House Rent Control 

Order, 1948,— , 

(i) received bv the Rent Controller, and 
(ii) dis{K)SiHi of by the Rent Cuntro|ler, month by month, during 
the year epding on 3()th September. 1944; 

(c) whether it is a fact that, persona wishing to d^sit rent under the 
Calcutta House Rent Control Order, 1943, have to wait for days 
in long queues; and 
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whether GoTemment are considering the desirability of appoint- 

t iug^ 

(t) a\full time Rent Controller under the Calontta House Bent 
Control Order, 1943, and 

(li) a separate Controller under the Bengal Hotels and Lodging 
Houses Control Order, 1942 P 

MINISTER in dwgt of tlio REVENUE DEPARTMENT (tlio Hofilllo 
Mr. Tarak Nath Mukarjaa): (a) Yes. 

(h) A statement containing the information is laid on the Table. 

(c) Some inconvenience was caused to the depositors of rent due to a 

sudden increase in the number of rent depositors necessitating introduction 
of the queue system. In order to reduce the rush in the office of the Con- 
troller, Government have since prescribed a revised procedure under which 
the tenants may make the deposit either in the Reserve Hank or in the 
Office of tha Kent Controller or they may send the amount to the Controller 
by postal money order. • 

(d) No. 


Statement referred tv if? reply to clause (/>) of the starred question No. 102^ 


Month. 

J943. 

AugOHt 

Septotnher 

October 

November 

Deoember 

1944. * 
January 
February 
March 
Apnl 
May 
Juno 
July 
August 
Kopternber 


Total 


Number of Number of 


apphcationM 

Ap}>l)ciition» 

filed. 

diMfH>H<Hl of. 

108 

66 

391 

277 

•Nil 

•Nil 

476 

462 

412 

890 

384 

440 

474 

622 

503 

481 

615 

582 

897 

8.69 

1.417 

1,142 

1,622 

1,480 

2.040 

1,020 

1.938 

1.861 

11,277 

10,482 


* Being holidays. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Will the Hoirble Minister 
be pleased to state if Government is aware of the reason for the abnormal 
rise in the applications for depositing rents in the months of August and 
September? 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERdEA: Yes. As I have already 
said Government is aware of that. 


Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: W^ill the Ilon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether Government is ready to enquire intc» the fact as to why the 
number^of depositors of rents are increasing? 

Thu Honlila Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Actually the number 
increased in July and August, but it is now* coming down. 

RuAlisation of process fees in Revenue tale. 

M03. Khan B^adur lAiJi BAD1 AHMED CHOUDHURY; (a) Is the 

Hon’ble Minister in charg?^ of the Revenue Bepartineof aware that in 
Revenue Sale process fees are being realtsed from fhe public when the pay- 
ment is made before they are actually incurred? 
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(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon^ble Minister 
considering the desirability of stopping it? 

The Hofi’lile Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERdEA: (a) N(/. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Appointment of Arbitntor for determination of compensation for requisitioned 

pft)perty. 

®10e. Mr. PUSPAdIT BARMA: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state whether he has received 
applications from the district of Itangpur under section 19 of the Defence of 
India Act for the ajipointinent of an Arbitrator for the purjxwe of determining 
the amount of compensation payable on account of the requisitioning of 
property under rule 75A of the Defence of India Rules P 

(6) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state froi® whom and 
when the application® were received? 

(c) Will the lion ’hie Minister he pleased to state — 

(t) whether the Government have received any reminder from the 
claimants; 

(ti) whether the Government have apjKiinted any Arbitrator; 

(m) if not, why not; and 

(tv) whether the Hon ’hie Minister proposes to take early steps for the 
appointment of an Arbitrator under section 19 of the I)efen(‘e of 
India Act to determine the amount of c()mj>ensation ? 

The Hon'bte Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERdEA: (a) Ves. 

(b) From one Mr. Dewatram Agarwala: on the 15th I)e( eml)er, UM3 

(c) (t) and (u) Yes. 

(m) and (iv) l>o not arise. 

Strength of Scheduled Gastee in Eduoational Services. 

•105. Mr. DHANANdOY ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Kdutmtion Department lie pleased to lay on the Table a state- 
ment showing — < 

(i) the existing number of posts in the following grades of Kdui.;atioual 
Services — 

A. R8.75— 176 or Rh.75— 200- 

(1) Sub-Inspectors of Scihools, 

(2) Assistant Masters of Normal and High Schools, and 

(3) Teachers in Engineering Schools, etc. ; 

B. R8.126--250 or 1U.125— 350-- ' 

(1) Lecturers of Government Colleges, and 

(2) Teachers in Engineering Schools, etc. : 

C. Rs.l3(h-.220 or Rs.l5a~25(h- 

(1) Assistant Superintendents of Normal Schools, 

(2) Assistant Head Masters of High Schools, and 

(3) Subdivisional Inspectors of Schools; 

D. Rs.lbO — 700 or Rs.250 — 800 (officers in the Bengal Educational Ser- 
vice) — 

iX) Superintendents of Normal Schools, 

Head Masters of High Schools, 

(3) District Inspectors ^oi Schools, 

(4) Assistant Inspectors of Schools of Ranges or Divisions, and 

(5) Professors of Government Colleges, eto. 
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JB. Ils.300 — 1,000 (officers in the Senior Bengal Educational Service) — 

(1) Divisional or Range Inspectors of Schools, 

(2) Principals of Government Colleges, and 

(3) Assistant Directors of Public Instruction, etc. ; and 

(u) the number of Scheuled Caste officers in those servit'evsy 

(6) If the number of Scheduled Caste officers is not ad<H]uaie in servit^es 
referred to in (a), will the Ilon’ble Minister lie pleusiNl to state the reason 
why recruitments are not being made, in adequate number, both by direct 
appointment and by jiromntion, from among the mem hers of the SchodulfMl 
C^tesF 

(c) Will the llon’hle Minister lie pleased to stale- 
st) what action the Government took during the lust five years; and 

(it) what action the Government now propose to take for appointment 
particularly in higher |K)sts of Scheduled ('astesF 

The HSnmile Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAUAMUODIN HOSAIN 
(on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Tamiiucldin Khan): («) A staUment furnish- 
ing the information is laid on the Table. 

(b) As there is a dearth of properly qualified Scheduled Caste candidates, 
it is not possible to recruit sufficient number from that community either by 
direct recruitment or by promotion. 

(c) (i) During the last five \cars, (> ap|iointments in the Bengal Senior 
Educational Service and l(i appointments in the Bengal lklut*ational Service 
were madt* by direct ret ruitment. Of the b ap|)oinlinen1s in the Bengal 
Senior Educational S^^rvice, one was reserved for Scheduled Caste Candida tea 
but no suitable candidate of that community was available for the appoint- 
ment. 

Out» of the Jb va(;aiK;ies in the Bengal hklucational Service, b vacancieii 
were reserved for Scheduled (Pastes but only in two cases candidates from that 
community were found suitable for apiHiintinent. In the remaining 4 eases 
the Public Service Conimi.ssiou rcfKirttMl that no suitable candidates from that 
community were available. 

In making promotion to the above servic'es during the last ti\e \eurs, 
cases of Scheduled Caste candidates were taken into consideration along with 
others, but no one was found suitable for promotion. 

In the rank of Suhdi visional Inspectors of Schools two Sidusluled ('aste 
Suh-In.st>ectors were promoted. Reccntlv 4 posts--'.^ of Assistant Head 
Masters and 2 of SulMlivisional Insjiectors of Schools — were mlverlised for 
Scheduled Chaste candidates. Only one candidate fulfilled the ro<|uisiie 
qualifications. He has lieen .selected for the post of Subdivisional Inspector 
of Schofds. 

(tt) Government are giving generous financial assistance to the Schetluled 
Caste students in Srhmds and Ckdiego.s so that the ijumlwr of qualified can- 
didates may increase. 


A statement referred to in reply to clause ia) of starred question No. 106, 
showing the number of posts in certain grades of Educational Services 
and the number of Scheduled Caste Officers in those services. 


.. Rn. 7l > — 175 or Rs. 75 — 200 — 

(o)(») Existing num- 
bor of posts. 

(a)(i«) ExiNiing nuns 
ber of Sr-tuxlulod 
Cai^ OtTicors. 

(1) Sub-Inspectors of Schools 

• 267 

9 

(2) Aasist^t Mastera of NorinnJ and Hii* 
Schools. 

831 

3 

(8) Te«cher8 in Engineering Schdbls 

S 

Mil 

Bs. 125 — 250 or Rs. 125< — 350— 

• 


(1) Lecturers of Gov^nznent CoUegee 

ill 

1 

(2) Teochers in Engineering Schools, eto. 

Ma 

m 
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ExiMitig ntim- 
her of po^. 

(oKm) Existing nmn- 
btt of Sohedidod 
Chsto Offiosfs. 

lU. 130-220 or R«. 150—250— 

( 1 ) Aansiaxit Superintendont* of Normal Schoola 

4 

Nil 

(2 AMintaat H&ad Matteni of Schools . . 

(3) Sabdivistonal lQ^>ector8 of Schools 

43 

NU 

87- 

1 


B. Rii. ISO— 700 or Rg. 250 — 800 Offioen in the 
B. E. S,-~ 


( 1 ) Superintendents of Normal Schools 

4 

NU 

(2) Head Masters of High Schools 

41 

NU 

(3) District Inspectors of Schools . . 

27 

1 (now on deputation 

(4) Aiff»i»tant Inspectors of Schools of Ranges or 

8 (including 3 Second 

as S. 0. for Sche- 
duled Caste Edn.). 
Nil 

Divisions. 

InspectonB). 


(5) Professors of Govemraent Colleges, ot<;. 

122 

2 

. lU. 300 — 1,000 (Offleere in the Senior B.E.S.) — 
( 1 ) Divisional or Range Inspectors of Schools 

U (including 3 Second 

* Nil 

(2) Principals of Government CXiliegos 

Inspectors). 

14 (includes heails of 

Nil (The post of Prin- 


Mo^irasalis, Gov- 

cipal, Government 


enimont School 

School of Art, has 
been advertised 


of Art and Ahsan- 


ullali School of 

for a Scheduled 


Engineering, 

Ca^te). 

(3) Assistant Directors of Public iustruetion, 

Dacca). 

22 (includes 2 

Nil 

etc., etc. 

A. D. P. Is., 1 S.O. 


Babu MADHUtUDAN 8ARKAR: 

for Primary Educa- 
tion and 19 PmCep- 
Hors of Colleges). 

With referentT 

to answer (r'Xt'i, 


vif., “of the 6 appointments in the Bengal Senior Kdiicational Service one 
was reserved for Scheduled Caste candidates”, will Ihe Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the requisite qualifications for that postl' 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

I want notice. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKARS With reference to answer (c){t) in 
paragraph 2, viz., “Out of the 16 vacancies 6 vacancies were reserved for 
Scheduled Castes”, is the Hon’ble Minister in a position to give the requi- 
site qualifications for those posts? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; 

The qualifications were fixed in consultation with the Public Service Com- 
mission. That is all that I can say. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: My question is what are the quali- 
fications for those posts? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur BAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; 

All the qualifications for the poets of this Service were fixed on a reference 
to the Public Service Commission. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased^ to state what were the methods adopted by Government to fill those 
vacancies? 

The Hon’blo Khan Bahadur BAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

GoTOmment ask for nomination from the PulAic Service Commission and 
on the rw'ommendution of the Public Service Commission, they make selec- 
tions. ^ Ordinarily, thej’' follow the priority given by the Public Service 
Commission. 



QUESTIONS. 


1 ^.] 


3S7 


MA0HU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Will the Hoti'hle Minister be nW 
ed ttt state what are the communities which have the honour of oeing 
represented in the Public Service Commission? 


The Hofi’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDOIN H08AtN; 

It is known to the honourable member. There is one European, one Hindu 
and one Muslim. 


.Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon'ble Minister l>e pW. 
ed to state whether it is a fact that due to the paucity of the Scheduled 
Ca^^te nicmhcr in the Ihiblic Service Commission, this ditfioulty arises P 

Ufa BREAKER: That question does not arise. 

Brijut NARENDRA NATH DAB GUPTA; Will the Hon’bie Minister 
be pleased to state whether Oovernment considers it desirable to keep the 
posts vacant till suitable Scheduled Caste cundidutes ('un be found outP ' 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur BAITED MUAUAMUDDIN HOBAIN: 

No. I do not think it can be kept vacant indehnitely. 

Mrg CHARU CHANDRA ROY; Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to tell the House the respective qualifications necessary for the posts of Sul)- 
Inspectors of Schools, Assistant Masters of Normal and High Schools, 
Teacher.s in Engineering Schools, Assistant Superinlctnlcnts of Normal 
Schools, Assistant Head Masters of High S^’Iiools, Subdivisional Inspectors 
of Schools, Superintendents of Normal Schools, Head Masters of Hiirh 
Schools, etc.? ^ 

Mrg BREAKER; Mr. Roy, I may tell you that this is not the jiroper 
, place for asking (lucstions of this character. You are asking for qualili(‘tt- 
tions Jor all grades of Educational service.s. , 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY; Sir, my point is this- -- 

Mr. BREAKER; 1 cun quite understand your point. In fact every 
body understands it. I do not think that that "is the best way of utilising 
the time of the House. 


Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: My point is that Uie Minister who is 
in charge of the Education Department should come and answer all these 
questions. 

Mr. BREAKER: That is another matter. 


Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon'bk Minister be pleas- 
ed to explain why while in his statement uud#r column 2 under head C(J) 
the number of existing Scheduled Caste officers in the rank of Kubdivisional 
Inspectors of Schools is shown as 1 in answer to C(7), jmragraph 4 it appears 
that 3 Sche<luled Caste candidates have been appointed .is Subdi visional 
Inspectors of Schools? 


Mr. BREAKER. He says that there is some discrepancy in the refily, 

Th. Hon>bl. BiAuiur fAJYED MUAZIAMUDOIN HOBAIN: 

What IS your question, Mr. Kundu? 

Mr. N^HITHA MATH KUNDU: My auestiori i«; Will the Hon’ble 
Minuter to pleawd to state the reason for the diecrepaney ih the anewer 
V SubdivUional Inspector# of Schoole 

too ScheduM Caste Sub-Inspectors were promoted. In the same answer 
.^**‘*“ for the p^, of Subdivisional Inspector 

fdWled thejMumte q|«l^ca^ he has been selected. In reply 

under the head C(J)— Subdiyisional Inspeofcin of Schools”, the numtor 
u shoTO as 1. ‘According to the first reply therefore the number ountoX 
have been 3. ® '' ‘ 
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TIm Hwi’bl* Khm Bafivtar SAtYEO MUAZZAMUODIN HOSAIN: 

TksM are two eeparate thinm. One has no relation to the other. One is 
tite case of promotion and the other of recruitment. 

Mft NI8HITHA NATH KUNDUs Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleas- 
ed to state the number of Scheduled Caste members holding the posts of 
Subdivisional Inspectors of Schools at present? 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur BAIVEO 

The total number is not here. 


MUAZZAMUODIN HOSAIN: 


Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: You have given the number to be 
one in your statement. 

Th# HonOila Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUODIN HOSAIN: 

The two cases are different. 

Babu MAOHU8UOAN BARKER: Wilt the Hou ble Minister be oleas 

rte^tiyiV,ri.e7“f^rf 

T ■*h«lur SAIYED MUAZZAMUODIN HOSAIN: 

qi»rifiiitioM.^“^ ““**“■ ^ '■eqww'te 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the flon'ble Minister be pleased 

ivx'h'i'rxsiir* iri,., ,b. 

1 *t**?”‘{.*H“*'* BARKER: -n’in the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 

™nntt P ““y >“ '»« possession suv., and eveei t the 

oIndWatS’'' of Sehidnled 

do‘"’nof?5uie.^‘' More tliaH^hft we 

Contract for construction of Faridpur Stato OrphMiago. 

•108. Mr. BIRAT CHANDRA MONOAL* M ill u ui « . 

rh«l'‘‘thT. 'V' t l>'M>‘'>t««ont U. iLsed I., stuteTf7ifl“wf 

that iht ( ou tract foi the < fuihtniction of the Faridnur nirsKnn 

given t.. one Fuslu Mia who is tbe uncle of Maulvi' A]7. IfV 
Secretary of the Faridpur Jhstrict Muslim ufgue? ^ ^ ^ 

. f?-*”'**** Bahidur SAIYED MUAZZAiiLinnisi unasiu 

<on behalf of tho Hon'bla Mr. Tamiiuddin Khani- Thn enniJ o HOSAIN 

to one Maulvi Md. Fazlur Rahmun whose tender was found to be th.^] 

His relationship with Maulvi Ahdus Sala n c ‘ . the lowest. 

District Muslim I.eague, was not known at the time o’f plm7ng tie con7rac“! 

Ml% OHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: M'ill the Ilon'ble Miniss k 
pleased to state when the relationship had been know7^ “ Minister be 

sn,"."’'''" "“"rsevssiH homis. 

"“* •* **•"*” ■* «ww a iw^M 

*107. M^vi RAJIBUOOIN TARAPDAR: f„) Will ri... w vi 
Mttistw in chw^ of the Fublie Health and Imc" SeyodvMnmint 
inent be pleaded to state — « ^nmont Xiepart- 

(t) what are the usual hours o*f attendance of visifing surgeons »r 
physiiuans attu.hed to tbe Csilcutta Medical ConfgT^pftal^ 
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what IB the administrative control for cheddngr the late-comerB ^ 
and 

iiii) whether any record of their attendance is maintained f 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister l)e pleased to state the usual hours of 
attendance of Colonel Anderson P 

(c) Is it a fact — 

{{) that he is a habitual late-comer; and 
(it) that patients and students are inconvenienced for this? 

(d) If so, what action do the Government prot)08e to take in the matter 

Khan Saheb HAMIDUOOIN AHMAD (on behalf of the HonHle Khan 
Bahadur Mauivi dalaluddin Ahmad): (a)(i) 8 u.m. 

(ii) and (ili) The hours of attendance are to be noted on sheets which 
are checked by the Superintendent of the Hospital. ^ 

(h) Aboij^ 10-30 a.m. ^ 

(c) (/) Yes, but UH Colonel Anderson has other duties to perform parti- 
cularly us Surgeon to His Excellon(‘v and as e Presidency Surfft>on he has 
usually to attend late. ^ 

(ii) No. 

ul) Does not arise. 

Extension of sonrioe granted to Golonoi Andereofi of Caloutta Medioal 

College. 

M06 Khan Bahadbr Mauivi KABIRUODIN KHAN: (a) Will the 
Hou’ble Minister in ehar^^e of the Public Health and lyoral Self-Goveniment 
De|>artmeut la* pleased to state how many extensions have been f?^ranie<i 
to t'olonel Anderson ot the Cahutta Medical College up till nowP 
«/>) Is It a fuel that he has letired from Indian Medical Service P 

(e) If the answer to {h^ is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be [deased to state the date of liis !*etirementP 

{(!} Will the Ilon’hle Minlstei' be please<l to stale what is the reason, 
loT ^runtinjj’’ him so many e.\tensions even after his retirement from the 
Indian Medical Sendee P 

Khan Sahob HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hon'blo Khan 
Bahadur Mauivi Jalaluddin Ahmad): (a) Five. 

(6) Yes. 

(c) 10th March, 1941. 

(d) The post of the Professor of Surgery, Medical (>>llegie, Calcutta, 
is reserved for a British member of the Indian Me<lieal Service and tho 
appointment to the ptmt is made by His Excellency the Govemofr in hm 
individual judgment. As so many I.M.S. Officers hud l)e(>n recalled to mili- 
taiy duty it was iu the public interest not to dispense with the eeiwices of 
Golonei Anderson hut to retain him in the post whi( h he had been holding. 

' Commitloaa appomtod for Post*War Rooonttruction Planning In Bangnl. 

MOB. Dr. NALINAKBHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon^ble Minister in 
charge of the Commerce, Labour and Industries Department lie {)leased to 
atate — • 

(aj the. number of CommitteeH and Sub-Committeee appointed for Post- 
War Reoonstmctiqp Planning in Bengal showing — 

(t) the dates of their appointment, * 

^ti) namenof members of each, * 

(m) number of meetings held by each 8ub-i;ommittee or CommittOi, 
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(iv) the number of days each member has attended such meetinga, 

(v) the progress of work done by each Committee, and 

(vt) the ex})enditure incurred in the work of each Commiltee up to 
latest available date; 

(b) what H{>ecific proposals, if any, have been formulated so far in con- 

nection with post-war agricultural, industrial, commercial or 
tran8jx>rt development in the Province; and 

(c) whether, and if so, what sj>ecific proposal or proposals have been 

forwarded to the Government of India for securing their oo- 
o[)eration in Post-War lleconstruction of Bengal? 

Mr. BYJED ABDUL MAdID (on behalf of the Hon'blo Mr. K. 
Bhahabudllill): (a) Besides the main Post-War Heconstruction Committee, 
nine Sub-Committees under it have been appointed. 

j(t) The main Committee was constituted on the 15th October, 1943. The 
decision to set up the Sub-Committee was taken by the main Committee 
on the 9th Novemli%r, 1943; the tenns of reference were fixed and the 
members of the Sub-Committees selected on the 8th January, 1944. Almost 
all the members acoeptiHl meml>ership within a month from this date. 

(w) A statement showing the names of the members on the different 
Committees is laid on the Library Table. 

(tu)(l) Main Committee — 3. 

(2) Agricultural Policy — 2. 

(3) Public Health — 3. 

(4) Education — 5. 

(6) Transport — 3. 

(0) Industrial Development — 1. 

(7) Post-War Employment — 3. 

(8) Electricity — 11. 

(9) Labour and Social Security — Nil. 

(10) Co-operative Movement — 2. 

(ir) Compilation of this information will takb time: it is also not cou- 
uiderecl worth the time and labour to compile this information. 

(v) All the Sub-Committees except the LalK)ur and Social Security Sub- 
Committw have settled down to work. The Klertricity Siib-('oinmittee has 
completed its delil>erations and submitted a report to Government. The 
other Subcommittees are still engaged in examiuing the various questions 
involved : appreciable pi ogress has been achieved in the Public Health, 
Educatiou, Transport, Employmenl and Co-oj)erative Movement Sub-Com- 
mittees. 

(vi) The expenditure incurred is in resiiect of travelling allowance of 
members only. The total exjwnditure for all the Committees is as follows: — 

1943.44_R8. 1.478, 

1944-45 up to 9-11-1944— Rs.5\083. 

Sej>ai’ate figures for each Coimnitiee are not readily available. 

(b) Vide reply to {a)(v) above. Progre8.s in the matter of formulation 
of proposals and preparation of schemes will soon be published in a Report 
which would, it is hoped i be available before the end of December. 

(c) No: none. Proposals will be sent only after all the Sub-CommittoM 
^ave completed their d^iberations, unless of course the Government of India 
aslu for specific proposal^ to he submitted in advance. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA BANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
; tft itate if it is a fact that in some of the | Sub-Committees a number of 
iDQtembers appointed have (never attended a single meeting? 

Mr. tYED ABDUl MA4IDt Ytfe, some of the» members have not 
attended. 
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On MALINAKSHA MNYAt: WAX the Hoa’ble Mimuter be pleased 
to Aate if it is a fact that none of the Sub*Committees have so far put 
forward concrete proposals for submission to the Government of India except 
the Electricity Sub-Committee? 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAdID: Yes, Sir. The answer is in (a){v), 1 
have said that except the Electricity Sub-Committee no other Sub- 
Committee has submitted a report to Government. 

Dr. NAUNAK8HA 8ANYALS Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that the Electricity Sub-Committee made a recom- 
mendation of an urgent character stating that if that recommendation is 
not immediatelj^iven effect to the province would seriously meet with a 
setback in Post-War Development? 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: I do not know: 1 want notice. 

Dr. NALINAKBHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if Government are aware that the Government of India wanted 
certain specific suggestions to be made with a view to enable the Government 
of India to place advance orders for machinery quoted in the post-war 
period ? 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: I am not aware of it. I want notice. 

Dr. NALINAKBHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that without proper representation throimh the Gov- 
ernment of India it will not be possible for Bengal or the Industries in 
Bengal to get proper supply of machinery in the post-war period if their 
application goes lateP^ 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: May be so. 

Dr. 'NALINAKBHA 8ANYAL. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if (iovernnieut are aware that other provinces, particularly Bombay, 
Madras and the Punjab, have gone very much ahead in their Post-War 
Eeconstruction proposals and they have even submitted specific schemes and 
proposals to the Government of India? 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: We are not aware of it. 

Dr. NALINAKBHA BANYAL: Will the Ilon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if Government are considering the desirability of procuring for 
their guidance the schemes and recommendations of the Post-War 
Reconstruction Committees of other provinces so that the Committees of 
Bengal might be assisted? 

Mr. BYED ABDUL MAJID: We have received some schemes from 
some other provinces, and obviously the Sub-Committees will take into 
consideration these schemes. 


Dr. NALINAKBHA BANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that some of the provinces other than Bengal have 
already set up a machinery in New Delhi to see that their suggestions in 
regard to the supply of equipments and machinery may receive adequate 
attention ? | 

Mr. BYED ABDUL MAJID: We are not aware of this. 

Dr. NALINAKBHA BANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister‘be pleased 
to state by what time the Government of Bengal expect to be in a position 
to make specific suggestions as have not been so far done in answer (c)? 

Mr. BYED ABDUL MAllD: Government ^ve prepared some schemes 
already and expect that within a reasonable tune, other schemes will be 
prepared and submitted. 

26 
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Dr. DALIDAKSHA MNYALt Wliai is tliat reaflonabk time? 

(No aaswer.) 

Mr> A, F. STARK: Will the. Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if 
Government is doing anything to expedite the work? 

Mr. SYED ADDUL MAdlD: Government is doing everything possible 
to expedite the preparation of the scheme. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if in examining the Post-War Reconstruction work the present 
rehabilitation programme of the Bengal Government is also being scruti- 
nised to see that it fixes in with ihe Post-War Reconstruction programme? 

Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: Yes, the relevant Committees are taking 
up these matters. 

Df. MALIMAMSMA SANYAL: Will the Mon’bla Minister be pleased 
to state if the relevant Sub-Committees have been posted with^facts relat- 
ing to rehabilitation programme proposed to be taken up or actually taken 
up by Government? 

Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: Facts are being collected and a memo- 
randum is being prepared to be placed before the Sub-Committees. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hoirble Minister be pleased 
to state if the rehabilitation work has or has not been started? 

Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: I do not know. I want notice. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state, 
with reference to the statement in answer to {a){v) that the Electricity 
Sub-Committee has completed its deliberation and submitted a report to 
Government, whether the Sub-Committees ^e supposed to report to 1»he main 
Committee P 

Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: They have submitted their report to 
Government and Government have submitted it to the main Committee for 
consideration. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to explain 
the functions of the main Committee? 

Mfi SYED ABDUL MAJID: The functions of the main Committee are 
to finally consider the schemes and projmsals submitted by the Sub- 
Committees and take final decisions and then submit their decisions to 
Government. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Are the Sub-Committees expected to consider the 
financing of their proposals? 

Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: No. The financial aspect will be sepa- 
rately dealt with by Government and the Sub-Committees do not deal with 
that. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if the Post-War Reconstruction Committee as a whole or the Sub- 
Committees relating to different subjects have been or are proposed to be 
assisted by competent technical men or staff to enable them to come to 
proper scfomes and conclusions? 

Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: Whenever it is found necessary technical 
men are invited to assist. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the 'Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if Government liave so far made any technical staff available to any 
of the Sub-Committees appointed 'to examine post-war t>rognimme8. 
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Mr* §YED AEDUL MAJID: The Sub-Oommittees were constituted 
with some technical men who are of course competent to deal with the 
technical aspect of the questions but if further assistance is required technical 
men are of course invited. 

Dr. NALIIIAKSHA ftANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether up to now, no technical men other than Ihose who are on 
the Committees have been invited, and whether the technical men who have 
been or are supposed to have been taken on the Sub-Cominittees for their 
technical knowledge have on many occasions not attended the meetings at 
all? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is too vague a question. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: I cannot say ofi-hand. 

Mr. DHIREHDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state when the one meeting of the Indu8tt*ial Development Sub- 
Committee wai held? ^ 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: I want notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Sir, before you take up question No. 110 
may I draw your attention to answer ia)(iv) where it is stated that compila- 
tion of this information will take time. It refers to the number of meetings 
attended by each member, and I presume a register of attendance is main- 
tained. Earlier in the session I drew your attention to an answer of a 
similar nature. You were then pleased to assure the House that you would 
see that answers were not evaded on such trivial grounds. And you assured 
us that you would discus* the matter. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will see to it. Let us now pass on. 

Next question. 

Manufa^uro of salt in adieduiod aroaa. 

M10. Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY; Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Industries Department be pleased to 
state — 

(a) whether any duty will have to he paid for salt in scheduled areas 
for manufacture of the commodity as home industry; 

(/>) whether the Government have any objection to the munufa(‘ture of 
salt in huge (quantity bv home industry in salt water area; 

(c) whether the present 4 salt warehouses are situated in the salt 
scheduled areas in Ghittagong; and 

,(d) whether the Government are aware of the fact — 

(i) that the removal of those warehouses from the scheduled areas 
to the Ghittagong town will bring in largest amount of duty 
to the Government with the least amount of cost, and 
(n) that th<* collection of salt by ap|K)inting separate agents in 
different unions and in different police-stations in salt-pro- 
ducing areas will bring the larger (quantity of salt with the 
larger amount of Government duty? 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID (on behalf of the Hon^bto Mr. K. 
BhahabttddilO* (d) Yes; duty is payable for salt manufactured which is 
intended for sale. 

(b) No; if the salt water area is within the schedal^ areas of the Bengal 
Salt (Village .Manufacture, Storage and Tran.sport) Buies, 1D43. 

(c) Yes. # 

(d) (i) No. As the production centres lie far awdy from the town, it is 
likely that there will be fall in receipts from duty due to illegal transaction 
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being carried on in tranait resnlti^ in very Kttle salt coming to the ware- 
houses. Moreover, the town of Chittagong, being outside the schedtiled 
areas of the district, the establishment of warehouses there is not permis- 
sible under the Bengal Salt Buies. 

(it) Yes, the Government scheine contemplates the establishment of hat 
depots at suitable places for increasing collection. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes). 

(After adjournment). 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: ^ 

wfiun fV, ^rfr^nr csrtrro ^15^. 

WT*! 'Q <tT'OTT? 

fro c¥m ? 

• 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: dwro ti irpn 

'sftvs C¥? ^ wc? Oo 'owr^nf ^ 

TO TO ^ TO TO aRT cTO duty fro i ^ f^rR 

TO ^ I TOT hon’ble member TOTO TOiR TO TOTO i 

Mr. ATUL OH. SEN : ^ TOtr i 

Mr. SPEAKER: (R tpj ^ i 

Khan Bahadur HaJI BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY : ?rTO to to 

TOi-(R'eTn to; ^trom to TOi-(R3Tn toi_ ^ to 

(RQVl WoT^ TOtJtCR fV? 

Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID ; wtf^ ^ftTO to to fV. to to ; ^ijsr 

a!r«R 5TO ^W«R TO TO5 TO <11 TOl TO ^TSfUS TO I 

Khan Bahadur Ha]l BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY : lUTOi cro mm to 
*iT^5tvR5 ¥tc®i ^f'^1 c*fr*tr^ c®TtRF wc?r, cvcnr^rkwri i 

TO TO m«mr cm, TO to >hw5t ^«<mi TOi fro to ^ 5 ^ 

dutyus TOu 5 TOi I 

Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID : Pact ^ ci 

*ii¥ ^•ff T5R wr® '®tisc«T'3 w '^t^TO ?rfv < 11 ^ ^ 

fro TO wtTO TO sn 1 .tot ^ toi TO TO ^ ^ m) 

warn f^f^i 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY : ^ mm, to 

TOTO «trdt-TO^ 5^fw tv, m] <4^ wm ^ki ^pm wmR r 

Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID : froRi to i 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY : 4? TO? TO TO TOi 

TO5 TOtm WTO cw*T, m) to wrtitr fw ? 

Mr. SYED ABDUl, MAJID : W5itM? rr TOm wm ^ 1 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY : c? to OTO TO ^5ft 

wfiron ^5tTO ?tn trfv representation WTO rNsT^i ?ta[ ?it ami? OTi froiRi wtor fw r 
* 

Mr. SYED ABDUL^ MAJID : ?f? hon'ble itrn cwR specific instance TOi 

R ^ ?’CW 'JT? fTORl Wm TO I ^ 

Khan Bahadur Haji ^BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY : wtf? wtTOw or^ Hon^le 
^ TOtficw lw TO? c? complain wfintffTO TO cwR tT^rof? an 1 TOi cwi r 



QlTESTIOlSrS. 


m 


1M4.J 


lii» lYED ABDUL MAJID : arm oomplftin ¥Cff|c*R Btvi ^ i 

Khin Bahadur. Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY : AnswerAV (d)csm 

5 nr^, rtt^rr c>r m ^rrl-c’tWY Scheduled Areai wit cWi ftw i ^ 

Scheduled Area? ?c«nr 5i?‘t.c«tT9n cWi rs?r^ CW? c«rtm ?r?i W gwrSl «? « ?t?l tmi 
^ W«t f^T 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID : Scheduled Areac^s ^-cWi CffW ?f?l 

^tC? ?C5T ??f^ I 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY : '?rf? ?tr? wtiY c? wf 

C’ttbUv^ ^ C?H ?! ? 

Mr. SPEAKER ; c? ?f?i ^ i Next. 


Shoe-making demofistration party for village Dighirpari Bajitpur 
polioe-station. * 

•111. Rai Sahib MONOMOHAH DAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Industries Department be pleased to state whether it is a 
factr-— 

(t) that the village Dighirpar in Bajitpur j)olice-8tation of Myinensingh 
district is mainly inhabited by the people of the Ilrishi class 
of the Scheduled Castes, conHisting of about 5(K) Klianas: 

(ii) that all the Ilrishis are landless and have no means of livelihood 
save and excspt skin business and shoe-making; and 

(Hi) that a shoe-making demonstration party which was depute<l there 
has beep shifted to Kisboregunj without finishing the course of 
, training of a batch of students? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be j)lea8ed to state whether Government, propose to depute another shoe- 
making party to the said village for the purpose of training a large number 
of people? 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID (on behtif of tho Hon^lo Mr. K. 
Bhahabuddin): (a) (i) Yes, but their exact number is not known. 

(ii) I have no definite information. ^ 

(lit) Yes, at the instance of the Subdivisional Officer, Kishoreganj, in 
view of the urgent demand for training the Hrishi boys of Kishoreganj 
Orphanage in boot and shoe-making. 

(h) Deputation of demonstration parties is arranged in consultation with 
the local oflirers with reference to priority of demand for their services. It 
is at present in contemplation to send a tanbing demon Aration fiarty to sen^e 
Dighirpar and Bajitpur, as soon as it can be arranged and a shoe-makinjc^ 
party c^n he sent there again, when available, if so required by the Subdivi- 
sional Officer. 

Mr. DHIRENORA NATH OATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
tell us how many demonstration parties were sent to Kishoreganj sub- 
division P 

Mr, 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Only one demonstration party was sent, 
60 far as I know. 

Mr, OHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Has the Government considered 
the desirability of sending a larger number of demonstration parties in view 
of the large number of people^ that will be served? 

Mr, BYED ABDUL MAJID: The uumber of ^demonstration parties is 
very few but if the Bubdivisional Officer of *Kishoregahi demands that more 
d^onstration parties should bo sent, the matter will be considered tod jt 
will be seen whether further demonstration parties shi^uld be sent. 
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Or. NALINAKSNA OANVAL: Will the member be pleased to etate 
when thig questdon was received and up to what tiine t^ie answer relates to? 

Mr. 8YE0 AtOUL MAdIO: Tiii* is more than I can say. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question was received on the 10th November, 
1944, and it was sent to the Department, I think, on the 15th November. 

Babu RADHANATH DAB: Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to 
state how many demonstration parties are there throughout Bengal? 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAdID: So far as I know there are four demonstra- 
tion parties for tanning, shoe-making and boot-making, etc. 

Babu RADHANATH DAB: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to 
state where the demonstration parties are doing their work? 

Mr. BYED ABQUL MAdID: One is at Kishoreganj and tfee three others 
are working in different places. Of course I cannot give the names oi those 
places off-hand. 

Theft of sugar from the godown of Faridpur Central Cc^operative Bank. 

*11^ Mr. BIRAT CHANDRA MANDAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Department be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact — 

(a) that large quantities of sugar were stolen from the Faridpur Central 

^ Co-operative Bank godown on the 24th March, 1944; 

(b) that one Kuti Sheikh, a darwan of the said godown, was arrested in 

that connection and has made a statement to the Police Magistrate; 

(c) that the said Kuti Sheikh has also made applications from the jail 

incriminating the Manager of the Faridpur Central Co-operative 

Bank and some other ‘officials of the said Bank ; 

(d) that the said Manager is a dismissed clerk of the Faridpur Settle- 

ment Office; 

(e) that Mr. A. Mukherjee, i.c.s., who was enquiring into the Farid- 

* pur Central Bank sugar theft case was telegraphically transferred 

from Faridpur before he could complete his enquiries; 

(/) that there has been a shortage of 4,000 maunds of rice from 

Government stocks stored by Faridpur Central Bank; 

(g) that there has been no audit of the Central Bank account for the 

last one year; 

(h) that quarterly audit is required by the rules of the Co-operative 

Department; and 

(f) that tne Secretary of the Faridpur Co-operative Central Bank is also 

Secretary of the Faridpur District Muslim I^eagueP 

Khan Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN (on behalf of tho Honlrio 
Mr. Jogondra Nath Mandal): (a) Yes. The total quantity alleged to have 
been stolen amounted to 35 maunds 30 seers. > 

(6) and (t) Yes. 

(c) It is rejK>rted that Kuti Sheikh made an application from the jail 
asking that his statement might he recorded. Accordingly his statement 
was recorded by a Magistrate of Faridpur in which he implicated the business 
laanager and two delivery clerks of the Central Bank. The case is now 
under police investigation; 

(d) No. He was a Janch Mohurir in thi* Faridpur Settlement and was 
discharged on account of his failure to join after leave. 

(e) It is not a fad^ that Mr. 'A. Mukherjee, i.c.s., *was enquiring into the 

Rebind Bank sugar theft ease. The reason for hit transfer is not known 
to me. , 
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(jf) No. The shortage amoimts to 1,797 maiinds. Of thi«, ]&e shortage 
of ifOM mannds occurred in Railway transit and of 716 xnai^ds in course of 
handling. The total shortage is, ^erefore, 6-5 per cent, of the 27,424 
maunds, the q^uantity shown in Railway receipts. Some of the bags were 
found damaged at the time of each unlol^ii^ operation. This shortage has 
duly been reported to the Civil Supplies Cepartment who will no doubt 
make some allowance and pay compensation for the shortage as occurring 
normally in transit and handling. 

(g) The statutory audit for 1942-43 was unavoidably delayed as the 
Special Inspector in charge of the audit was engaged in anti-hoarding and 
relief work by the District Magistrate. 

(h) No. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state who is the Secretary of the Faridpur Co-operative Central BankP 

Khan Ahadur A. F. M. ABOUR RAHMAN: I Mk (or notic«. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister |ki pleaa^ 
to state if he is in any way related to the Secretary of the Faridpur Di*- 
trict Muslim League? 

Khan Bahadur Aa Fa Ma ABOUR RAHMAN: I have no information. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. Has the attention of the Hon'ble 
Minister been drawn to previous questions Nos. 96, 98 and 106 relating to 
a certain person who was a relative of the Secretary, Faridpur District 
Muslim League? Is this the same person? 

Khan Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: I am not sure about 
that. , 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state what is the normal shortage that is the experience of the Civil 
Supplies Department in regard to answer shortage in railway 

transit? 

Khan Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMANi The Civil Supplies 
Department will be in a better position to answer that question than the 
Co-operative Department. . , 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Double Minister be 
pleased to state whether any claim was made against the railway authorities 
lor* the shortage of 1,081 maunds in transit? 

Khan Bahadur A, F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: Most probably a claim 
was filed, but I cannot say off-hand. I can give the information on proper 
notice. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to whkh were laid on the table) 

8ome particulars about security prisofMimi 

88. Mr. dNANENDRA CHANDRA MAdUMDARs (a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state the 
number and namcM of security prisoners — , 

(t) who have been released ; 

(it) who have been grant^ family allowance; 

i iit) the amount granted to each; ^ 

iv) who have lyen granted increments of family allowances; and 
(v) the amounts of such increments since the present Hmne Mbaisfer 
assumed charge of the Home Department F 
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(b) Ib the Hon^ble Minieter considerinff the desirability of increaamg the 
Mnoimts of all the family allowances aireaay granted to the security prisoners 
owing to the abnormal rise of the prices of foodstuffs and other necessary 
irticlesP 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reasons thereof ? 

MINISTER in ohtrgt of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bio 
Kbnrala Sir Nazimuddin): (a) The information asked for is not readily 
available and its collection would involve an amount of time and labour 
that would not be justifiable in war time, 

(b) A copy of the Press-Note issued on the 28th June, 1943, on the subject 
is laid on the Library Table. 

(o) Does not arise, 

Mr. NISHITHA MATH KUNDU: In view of the fact that^prices have 
further gone up since this Press-Note was issued on the 28th June, 1943, 
does the Hon'ble Minister think it desirable to increase this year the allow- 
ances that have been granted so far to the security prisoners? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Allowances granted to security 
prisoners are on a liberal scale and they have been revised according to the 
condition of the family and the distress in the family. There is no reason 
for any revision of the Goverament policy at this stage. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Mr. Speaker, Six, on this question may 
I draw your attention to the promise given by the Hon ’ble, Home Minister, 
namely, that he will make a stetement about the policy of Government in 
respect to family allowances given to security prisoners last session. We 
Lave not got that statement as yet. May I therefore ask through you, Sir, 
the^ Hon’ble Home Minister to make this statement of the Government 
policy in respect of granting of family allowances to security prisoners. 

Mr. SPEAKER. That does not arise here. 

Traatment of State prisoners. 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERdEE: Will the Ilon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(a) whether it is a fact that the State prisoners or Hegulatioin III 

prisoners, are treated in all essential details exactly in .the same 
manner as the security prisoners from the 3rd of June, 1913, up 
to the present day; 

(b) whether it is a fact that Government have subsequently published 

the Bengal State Prisoners Kules, 1943, which is a verbatim copy 
of the Bengal Security IVisoners llules, 1940, section by section 
and even word for word with only the word “Security’' changed 
into “State”; 

(^c) under what authority these llules were framed ; 

(a) whether the Bengal State Prisoners Manual, 1936, was current on 
the 3rd June, 1943; 

(e) whether the Manual has been cancelled; if not, what is the effect 
of the Manual now; 

if) whether in all subsequent circulars of Inspector-General or of (he 
Secretaries of Government of Bengal the security and State 
pnsoners have been dealt with exactly in the same manner; 

(p) whether the attention of Government thas been drawn to the fact 
that under i^e# (4) of the Bengal State Prisoners llules, 1943, 
the State priuoners are* the purpose of discipline and treat* 
ment, to have the status of division II convicts” which is the 
same as the stains given to security prisoners ; 
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(k) wheAer th® of GoTenunent has been drawn to Motkm 1 

of Bengal State Pnsoners Regulation, 1818, which state® inter 
<Uui tnat suitable provision be made for his (a State prisoner's) 
support acoordinff to his rank in life and to nis own wants ana 
those of his family" ; 

(t) whether Government have taken any notice of the judicial pronounce^ 
ments of the Hon’ble High Court, Calcutta, contained in its 
in the Contempt of Court Case (47, C.W.N,, pp. 864- 
o85) against some of the high officers of Government with refer- 
ence to the rights and privileges of persons detained under Kegu- 
j^ion III of 1818 as State prisoners, inter alia to the following 
effects, viz., — 


(1) It must be pointed out however, that the detenus are cer- 
tainly entitled to more rights and privileges under the present 
custody than they were under the former since they are now 
entitled to adequate allowances for themselves and j(;heir 
families, according to their rank in life", and 

(2) Regulation III contains provisions which enable the •detenu 
to be told what are the grounds on which he is detained and 
further provisions enabling the detenus to show cause why he 
should not be detained ; 

(j) whether any of the State prisoners have l)een told on what grounds 

he has been detainenl and whether any opportunity given to show 

cause why he should not bt^ detained ; and 

(k) what are the \i) diet, (li) jK^rsonal, {tii) family allowance being 

res|>ective]y given to the following State jirisoners ; — 

(1) Sj. Niliareudu Dutta Mazumdar, m.l.a., 

(2) Sj. Prafulla Chandra Sen, b.sc., 

(3) Sj. Nitai Jana, 

(4) Sj. Satcowri Mitra, m.a., 

(6) Sj. Sibnath Banerjee, .m.l.a., 

(6) Dr. Nihar Roy, m.a., d.litt. & phil. 


The H^’Me Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) and (h) It is not understood 
what the honourable member implies by the terra "essential details". Copies 
of the Bengal Security Prisoners Rules, 11)40, and Bengal State Prisoners 
Rules, 1943, are placed in the Library. 

Bengal State Prisoners Regulation 

of Jolo). 

(d) to (h) Yes. 

« (1) Yes. 

(2) and (;) The honourable member is referred to ray reply to starred 
question No. 70 by Mr. Niharendu Dutt Majumdar delivered on the 8th 
February, 1944. 

(^) (i) Rs.l-S per day. 

(it) Rs.30 per month. 

Bs. 100 per month. 

(3) Rs.'bO per month. 

(4) R8.20 per month. 

(6) Rs. 100 per month, 

(6) Th^ prisoner has been released. 

to be plewed 

^ Cerent cafes of State prison^ very much different 

♦?*“**?.?* ^*^*4 »llow«nces thotirt iccording to mu 
infomution the etatnses of tboae Stole pritonen are ^il&r 
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Mhm ■ahatfin’ MOHAMMED A1.I: The iofoimsticm of OoTernment is 
othennee; the allowances have been granted on the basis of the status of 
jEie prisoners and also on the financial condition of the family concerned. 

Mr. MIEHITHAHATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleas- 
ed to state why no allowance was granted to Sj. Prafulla Chandra SenP 

IChan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Because the prisoner’s income was 
almost nothing before his arrest and he on^ owned four bighas of cultivable 
land with an annual income of Rs. 50. & has no dependent. 

Mr. NISHiTHA HATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is not compulsory to grant some maintenance allowance 
to the State prisoners under the Security Prisoners Regulation? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I do not know whether it is compul- 
sory or not, but most of the State prisoners have been granted nersonal 
allowances. I think •almost all of them have been granted personal allow- 
ances. 

Mr.* NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the answer just now 
given will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any family 
allowance has been granted to Mr. Nani Gopal Mazumdar, a son of 
Mrs. Hemaprova Mazumdar, m.l.a.P 

Mr. SPEAKER: Is that mentioned there? 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: No, Sir, buijie has replied that all 
of the State prisoners have been granted allowances. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, 1 said almost all the State 
prisoners. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether any family allowance has been granted to Mr. Nani 
uopal Mazumdar who is also a State prisoner, and who has a wife and a 
daughter dependent on him? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 want notice. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether Government has sanctioned any allowance for Debabrata 
Boy who was earning a lot of money from the share market? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us whether it is obligatory on the part of Government to grant 
family allowance to the State prisoners? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what is the principle underlying the grant of family allow- 
ance to the State Prisoners under Regulation III? Is the rule same as the 
Security Prisoners’ Rules? ^ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. NtSHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hou'ble Minister be 

g leased to state on what basis Rs. 20 has been granted to the State prisoner 
j. Satcowri Mitra, m.a.F 

Khm Bamdur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask'tor notice. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Wi^ the Hun’hle MiniHer b. 

pUaMd to state the number of dependents of this State prisoner and Iha 
amount that he was earning while at large? 
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ibian Bahadur MOIIAIiMeO ALI: He was a prefesiaBir 4)f Ae Basiga- 
hiai College on a salary of Es. 75 per mensem. 

Babu RADHANATH OA8: Will the Hon^le MinUier be ^aeased to 
state the principle on which these allowances have been granted to security 
prisoneraf 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That has been explained several 

times on the floor of the House. 

Babu RADHANATH DAS. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state it again nowP 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not necessary now. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

£ leased to state why even that Ks. 55 has not been granted to Sj. Satcowri 
[itraP ^ " • 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I did not say Hs. 55. I said that 

he was getting a salary of Rs. 75 per mensem. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: In that case, will the Honble 
Minister be i)lea8ed to state why Rs. 75 was not given P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. I do not know 
what amount has been granted to him. 

Mr. NISHITHAtNATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister bo pleas- 
ed to refer to answer (k){4)? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am sorry. I see that Rs. 20 has 
been granted. As to the reasons, I ask for notice. I do not know tlie condi- 
tion of his family and I have nothing on record. So, I ask for notice. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the answer just now 
given, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to reconsider his case and give 
him a suitable allowance P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: His case will be examined again. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleas- 
ed to state whether Sj. Narendra Nath Chakravarty, a State prisoner in the 
Faridpur Jail, has been granted any allowance and if so w'hat is the amount P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the fact that the cost of 
living has gone up very high and also in view of the fact that Sj. Narendra 
Nath Chakravarty has got a large number of dependents to maintain, will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to reconsider bis case and increase the 
family allowance from Rs. 20 P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have already asked for notice. 1 
have no information before me now. 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTAl Does the Hon’ble Minister consi- 
der the desirability of granting allowances to each and* every State 
prisonerP ^ 

Kliari Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have already answered that 
<{uestioii. * 

Mr. OHIRENORA NATH OATTAt Ton luOre not answered the ques- 
tion reg^ing the desirability of granting allowances to each and every 
State prisoner. , 
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Khan Bihadlir MOHAMMED ALIs The auestion of gra&tmg an allow- 
aace d^ends on the financial condition of tne prisoner and the financial 
loss sufiered by the family by the arrest and detention of the prisoner. 
These are the two criteria goreming the grant of allowances. 

Mr. MI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minster be 
pleased to state whether a personal allowance of Es. 30 has been 'given to 
all the State pnsoners now detained? 

IChan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am not very sure, but if I may 
rely on my memory, a personal allowance has been granted to all the State 
prisoners? 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleas- 
ed to make an enquiry as to whether a personal allowance has been 'granted 
to all the State prisoners? ^ 

• 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: My information is that it has been 
granted to all. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA GH08E: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether Government has decided on any minimum allowance for 
ithe State prisoners and if so, what is that amount? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Es. 30 per mensem as personal 
allowance. 

e 

Mortality flgurea m respect of Presidency and other lails of Bengal. 

52. Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT MAZUMDAR; (a) Will the HOn’ble 
Miniistcr in charge of the Home Department be pleased to lay on the Table 
a statement showing the number of deaths for 1940, 1942 and 1943, of 
prisoners in — 

(t) Presidency Jail; 

(ti) other jails of Bengal, giving the number for each jail separately; 
and 

(tii) the total in Bengal Jails? 

(b) W'ill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(tj the reason of increase in death rate, if any ; 

(n) the number of iiersons detained without trial, who died while in 
detention during 1941, HM2 and 1943; and 

(m) the numl)er of prisoners in Bengal Jails who have been released on 
account of ill health, (1) in 1943, and (2) in each of the four 
previous years? 

The Hon’hle Khwala Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a), (h)(ii) and (Hi) A state- 
ment is laid on the Library Table. 

(h)(«) Increasing death rate is due to admission of large number of 
prisoners in bad state of health. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: With reference to answer (6)(t), will 
)tbe HonT>le Jdiniater be pleased to tell the House whether any report came 
to the Government at the time of admission of prisoners that such and such 
prisoners are in a very bad ^tate of health? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Si». Generally the report is 
received by the Inspector-General of Prisons, but I may state that this 
increase in the number of deaths in the hospital was in Me year 194S and 
the honourable member will recall that that was the year of famine in this 
provinoe. 
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Aeoonuiioditing dptoity of Cmdti WMaii. 

5$. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH OATTA: WiU the Hon^ble Minister in 
chATge of the Home (Jails) Dejjartment be pleafied to state— 

(a) what is the accommodating capacity of the sul>>jail of the Contai 

subdivision in the Midna^re district; 

(b) what was the number of prisoners, uudertrial and convicted, in the 

said sub-jail from June to December, 1943 (the number to be 
shown seimrately in each month) ; 

(c) what is the present number of such prisoners; 

(d) how many of the jjrisoners died in the said sub-jail frqm Juno to 

December, 1943 (the number of deaths to be shown separately in 
each month) ; 

(e) (i) the present number and (ti) the uames of the under-trial prison- 

ers w^ho are staying in the said sub-jail for more than six months 
without being convicted; and 

(/)(Q the number and (u‘) the names of the under-trial prisoners who 
stayed in the said sub-jail for more thaft six months before con- 
viction or discharge in the year 1943 and January, February and 
March, 1944? 

The HonlMe Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) 39. 

(b) On 7th June— 228. 

On 7th July— 190. 

On 7th August — 249. 

On 7th September — 220. 

On 7th October — 214. 

On 7th Noveml)er — 173. 

On 7th December — 159. 

(c) 89 (on 10th November, 1944). 

(d) June — Nil. 

July— Nil. 

August — 1. 

September — 2. 

October — 1. 

Noveml)er — 1. 

December — 4. 

(e) (i) 12. 

(u) A statement is laid on the Library Table. 

(/) This information is not readily available. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us how prisoners numbering more than 200 came to be accom- 
modated on various dates in a jail, the accommodating capacity of which is 
only 39? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Arrangements were made for the 
accommodation of extra prisoners, but there was some congestion. There is 
no doubt about that. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon'blo Minister be pleas- 
ed to state when this information about the criminal congestion rem-hed the 
Government, whether on receipt of the question or previous tp that? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI:, Government received no informa- 
tion previous to the receipt of the question regarding congestion in jail. I 
think that it was I who replied to the budget demand in which I outlined 
the Government scheme #egarding the accommodation of prisoners and the 
Government policy for the release of crimintd prisoners also to relieve the 
congestion? ♦ 
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Mr. MItHITHA NATH KUMDUl If that is so, how is it that Oorera- 
ment allowed the congeetion to continne to Temain from 7th June to 7th 
December, for the last sevjn months? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: There wae congestion for seven 
months due to ‘famine conditions in the province and Government adopted 
the policy of early release of prisoners so that congestion might be relieved 
and effect was given to that Government policy. 

Mfa DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: In view of the fact that the present 
number of prisoners is 89 on the 10th of November in the jail, the accommo- 
dating capacity of which is 39, does the Government consider the desirability 
of mwng any further accommodation in the jail in order to avoid 
congestion P 

KImui BfflUMllir MOHAMMED ALI: Temporary arrangements hai» 
been made for the accommodation of extra prisoners. 

i 

AlMOfptloit of military officers in Civit Administration. 

54i Mr. A8HUT08H LAHIRI: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(a) the number of military officers that have been appointed during 

last two years to the Indian Civil Service, in the province; 

(b) the total number of such military officers proixised to be absorbed in 

the Civil Administration ; 

(c) the number that are now under training at Lebong; 

(d) the number of them that are — * 

(i) Indians, and 
(ii) Europeans; 

(e) the number of Indians that are non-Bengalees; and 

(/) the number of them that are — 

(i) Hindus, and 
(tt) Muslims? 

The HOfl’Me Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN; (a) (1) Twenty>five army 
officers deputed for one year us emergency reinforcement cliieffy of the Civil 
Supplies machinery in 1943. Three of them have reverted to the Army and 
the remaining will revert early in 1945. 

(2) Thirty-three Army officers seconded to Bengal under the long-term 
scheme for the reinforcement of the Civil Services. More officers are 
expected to come later on. 

(h) The total numlier of military officers to be absorbed in the Civil 
Administration will depend upon the number that wdll be available from the 
Government of India. Bengal’s demand wa.s for UK) officers whom the 
Government of India agreed to supply. But it is understcxxl unofficially that 
owing to the jHior resixinse from the Army volunteers to the Special Indian 
Army Order only 60 officers will be supplied. 

(r) The number of officers at present under training at the Lebong 
Training Centre is 14. 

(d) (i) Indians 1 of categorj' (a)(1) aliove, and 12 of category (a)(2) abova. 

Total 13. ^ ' 

(ii) Europeans 24 of category (a)(1) above and 21 of category (a)(2) above. 
Total 46. 

(e) 12 . 

(/) (t) Hindus— 12. 

(u) Muslim — 1. 
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Br, MALINAK8HA 8ANYAL! Will the HoaTile Mtaieto be pleased 

to state whether Government have any policy in regard to i^e permattent 
employment of these military officers in the civil administration even after 
the period of the war is over? 

Kliaii Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Th^e i» no question of perman^t 
employment of these officers in civil administration. They are on deputa- 
tion only. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to a^wer (a)(i), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if any of those officers are going to 
be appointed under category (o)(^), that is to sav under the long term 
scheme for the reinforcement of the Civil Services? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIl No, Sir. It is expressly sta^d 
that in the reply that the remaining officers will revert to their substantm 
posts under the Military in ltM5. 

Dr. MALINAKSHA SANYALs Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether Government have any record of the amounts of money 
collected by these officers or some of them to be taken away from the pro- 
vince either by way of salary or other earnings before they retire from the 
service of this province? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It is not clear what the honourable 
member means by “other earnings’'. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Ilon’hle Minister he pleased 
to state if he is aware or not that one Colonel Ataway, a military officer 
deputed to the Civil Supplies Department, had got other earnings collected? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am not aware, but 1 do not 

understand what the honourable member means by “other earnings”. 

Dr, flALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that some military officers in the Civil Supplies 
Department are in the habit of taking illegal gratification by extending 
patronage ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 am not aware. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if Government have already got any cue of some of these allega- 
tions and they are now making investigations into the matter? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sometimes Government preived 
allegations against some of the officers. There is no special classification 
of Army and non-Army officers. Enquires are al.no made. As the honour- 
able member knows, sometimes prosecutions have also l^een instituted. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’blc Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that there are a large number of Army officers who 
are regular in the habit of taking bribes in order to extend patronage? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Dr.* DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is the Government aware that 
administration suffers on account of want of knowledge of the Army officers 
in civil law and criminal law? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Government have no such informa- 
ition. 

Or. NAI.INAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if, before these Army officers revert hack to their regular posts in 
the Army early in 1945, Government propose to make any investigation as 
U> whether there have been reports against them* o( a character that need 
criminal enquiry? * 
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Khm BMnAir MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir, Government have no snch 
proposal. 

Mr. OHAftU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what are the reasons for which the Bengal Government requisitioned 
the services of Army officers? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Because there was dearth of officers 
in the province and because Government departments have extended, parti- 
cularly the Civil Supplies Department. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Are they under the control of the 
Bengal Government or under the control of the Government of India? 

Khan Bahadur liiO HAM MED ALI: When their services are placed at 
the disposal of the Government of Bengal, they are under the control of 
the Bengal Government. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA BEN: Will the Hon’ble Ministef be pleased 
to state how long Government intend to keep these Army officers in civil 
service? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I would refer the honourable 
member to reply {a) (1) and (2). 

Mr. SPEAKER: Question time over. 

Afnandmantf to Assembly Procedure Rules. 

Mr. 8YED BADRUDDUJA: Sir, I beg to support the amendment so 
ably moved by my honourable friend, Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal, for 
referring the motion of Sir Nazimuddin to a Committee of the whole House. 
By overruling the point of order raised by Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee you 
have, Sir, given your decision on the legality or otherwise of the motion 
moved by Sir Nazimuddin but not as to whether the proposed amendments 
are ultra vires of the House or not. I was not at all amazed to find 
Sir Nazimuddin proposing these amendments, because consistent with the 
traditions of bureacracy in which he had his training he is the fittest 
person to introduce these things which are a threatened encroachment upon 
the rights and liberties of this House, Sir, besides, politically he belongs 
to a party to that Grand Fascist Council and derives his inspiration from it, 
a council that smacks too much of autocracy, professes to rule over the 
destinies of the Muslim nations but really wants to throttle their hopes and 
aspirations. The Constitution Act itself lays down clearly, as has been 
pointed out by so many speakers in this House, that the Governor will be 
vested with certain powers of rule-making only for specific purposes and the 
s|)ecific purposes have also been laid down clearly in the section itself. The 
Governor can make rules in his discretion not as advised by his Ministry, 
not under their guidance or advice in any form but in consultation with the 
Speaker of the Assembly or the President of the Council even with respect 
to the discharge of certain special responsibilities and duties imposed upon 
him in his individual judgment and discretion. So far as his individual 
judgment is concerned, if you refer. Sir, to the Instrument of Instructions 
you will find that Governor in his individual judgment never means that the 
Governor must accept ministerial advice, “In dl matters within the scope 
of the executive authority of the province, save in relation to functions 
which he is required by or under the Act to exercise in his discretion, the 
Governor shall m the exercise of the powers conferred upon him be guided by 
ike advice of his Ministers, unless in his opinion so to be guided would be 
inconsistent with the fulfilment of any of th# special responsibilities which 
are by the Act committed* to him, or with the proper discharge of anv of the 
functions which he is* otherwise* by or under the Acf required to 'exercise 



ASSEMBLY PROCEDURE RULES. 


407 




Lii liiA individual judgment; in any of wkicli cases the Governor shall, not- 
s^ithatanding his Ministers’ advice, act in exercise of the powers by or under 
:he Act confersed upon him in such manner as to his individual judgment 
seems requisite for the due discharge of the responsibilities and t unctions 
aforesaid^’. Nowhere it is laid down that the Governor will have any 
powers other than those contemplated in the Ooveniment of India Act. 
Nowhere it has been specifically stated that the Ministry in power or the 
party in power by any subterfuge, by any devii*e or by any contrivance 
might arrogate to themselves or confer on the Governor of the pi'ovince certain 
powers never contemplated in the Government of India Act. I voasider tJiat 
these niles are not only reactionary, but they are monstrous and stibversive 
of healthy and successful functhmiug of democra(\v. Sir, throughout the 
last four or five decades Indians have ft)Ught for freedom, Indians 
have struggled for fretxlom, Indians have suft'ered and eouried ileatli for 
freedom. Kven today when the civilist‘d nations of the world CHinlGud 
that they are fighting to make the world safe for deiiiocrar’V, even wlieu 
some of the greatest sons of the land including some of grwit Mussalmaus 
are behind ^he prison bar their voice is sought to be Rtifiod by this eontri- 
vance, hy this chicanery, })y this fxditical jugglery. It is a vandalism of 
the worst type. A section of reactionaries here in their civilized matlness 
and refined trenzy in the name of giving powers to the Governor of the 
province which perhaps the Governor himself never \vantt‘d, wants to 
curtail the rights and privileges of this Hou.se and d(degu((‘ us to the posi- 
tion of a Biihordinate limb of the Secretariat or reduce us to a mere farce. 
It would have been much better for Sir Nazimuddin t(. have come forward 
with a definite proposal to stop the functioning of the Legis'alujv for all 
times. Aitei all Ik* ha^s a comiortable majority and lie might have adopted 
questionable means to swell up his ranks and still further. It vould have 
b{‘en much wiser, much more jinulent, much more expedient for him, to 
bring up a jiroposal not to allow the tlovernment of India Act to* function 
here. Sir, the provim’ial autonomy is hedged in by so many safeguards tliat 
the Governor himself has been vested with certain jiowers \ hieh are dero- 
gatory to the real functioning of provincial self-government. Tiie icM(*ive(l 
l>owers iind ‘-|M‘cial responsibilities (d the Governor make a <'urious Mend and 
anialgum of auha'racy and democracy in this country. Kveu iien like Sir 
SamueJ Hoare when the India Bill was being discussed ami nuxited in the 
Round Table (kinference had to make apologies when intiodueing the 
safeguards in the constitution in these words: “The.se jirecautions arc not 
the creations of theorists who wisli to set up a system of c’necks and halames; 
these precautions are inherent in the actual facts. They arc not intended 
to impede the organic development of the constitution and, last of all, 
cunningly devised to take away with one band what they me giving Mit)i 
the other. In every case they are the direct results ni tin* pies, sure of the 
existing facts and conditions”. In other words, <*\(*n men like Sir Samuel 
Hoare who has no reoutation for being very generous in his sympathies fbr 
the aspimtions of Indians had to strike that note wliile incorporating these 
siifegnards. the.se cheeks ami balaiiees. Bui wh<m they jirojKi.sed to inlro- 
dure all those siifeguards in tlic ronstilution there was a joint pro1<*st from 
Indian.s representing various .si-limds of thought and various shade, s of 
political opinion. There was then no hchenu* <if Ikikisthan, when home of 
the greatest minds of inod(‘rn India ineluding Mr. .Mohammed Ali and 
even Mr. Mohammed Ali Jinnah had to declare with one voice that Indian 
a.spiration.s should not be thwarted and tliat the Indians’ right to freedom, 
Indians’ riglit to .s<‘lf-determi nation and piogre-sive nuilisjit ioii of .self- 
government must be conceded to by the BrilisluGoverrunent witliout any 
checks and balances without any safeguards and restrictions. Kven in tlie 
face of that, however, those safeguards were sought to l>e imiw)seil upon 
India. Sir, today curiously Enough when the w<irld is fighting for demo- 
cracy, when they s,iv that the world is fighting} for freedom, when the 
world is fighting for* liberal ion from the thraldom of Nazism and Fascumi 
27 
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there is a Nazi over here who has no regard for constitutional propriety, 
who has no regard for the rights and liberties, who wants to abrogate the 
rights of the House, who wants to encroach like Hitler oft the rights and 
privileges which have been conceded so grudgingly by the British Parliament 
to Indians after 50 years of struggle. Even today some of the great 
leaders of modern India are behind the prison bar. They must be groaning 
behind the prison bar when they see that a section of the reactionary 
Indians are trying to thwart, are trying to strangle the rights and the 
liberties of the people. 

Sir, it was pointed out by Sir Naziinuddin yesterday that there is 
guillotine in every legislature of the world. But can he point out one 
single instance from any legislature of any democratic country in the world 
where they have introduced these rules in the forijii ot the propi'sed amend- 
ments P Can he point out one single legislature in the world which has framed 
rules which are repugnant to the sjurit of the Constitution Act? Can he 
point out a single instance where people who plead m the ‘name of Islam, 
who plead in the name of Muslim liberation, have tried to throttle Muslim 
opinion, have trie<l to strangle the voice of the progressive section of the 
community? It may suit his purpose at the present moment, as it suited 
him only two years ago behind Ihe scene in those laystenioiis c reumstanees 
when he was put into power by the head of the province. It may suit him 
to conspire against the manhood of Bengal, it m.iy suit him to conspire 
against the liberties of the jieople, it may ^uil him to eonsjiire against the 
noblest ideals and aspirations for freedom, but it does not suit the j)iogressive 
section of the community, both Hindus and Muslims, to subscribe to that 
slavish mentality, the mentality to restrain an I In curtail tbe liberties of 
this House. < 

Sir, I will presently come to the Constitution Act itself. (A mimiikh 
FROM TIJE Coalition Benches: The Speaker. has already given his ruling.) 
As I have already pointed out in tbe beginning, tbe Speakei lias*not gi^en 
any decision whatsoever on Ibe projiosed umendmenls. He has given a (ieci- 
eioii only as to the legality or otherwise ot tbe motion tliat was ini rod need 
in the House by Sir Nazimuddin, My friend does not understand tbe impli- 
cation of the Speaker's ruling in this House. Idke bis b adt r Sir 
Nazimuddin he waints to oonfuse the whole House; he wants to mislead the 
whole House. The other day Sir Nazimuddin wanted to point out ihat the 
Governor is a part of the Assembly, that the (jovernor in his individual 

i 'udgment or in his discretion must seek tbe advice of his Ministers. Sir, 
do not know of any instance where the Governor has while acting in his 
discretion to consult the Ministers. The Governor is independent so far as 
the discharge of his responsibilities in bis discretion is concerned. The 
Governor is separate also so far as his individual judgment is eoiioerned. He 
is only to consult the Ministry in those circumstances, but is not bound to 
accept the advice of the Ministry in any way. The jiosition has got to be 
clarified still further. Lord Zetland rightly pointed out that Governor in 
his discretion meant that the Governor must act independently of any 
Indian autliority and must be resoonsible to British Parliament alone. The 
•Assembly, Sir, is a sovereign body specially with regard to procedure and 
conduct of business therein. The constitutional progress in this country# 
must advance on the lines of British Parliament, on the lines of the British 
constitution, not on the lines of Australian constitution, not on the lines of 
Hitlerian constitution or the constitution of Tojo. Sir, I have been much 
amaied to find the attitude of my European friends on this side. Whatever 
may he their record of service or disservice to the Indians in the past, what- 
ever they have done in the past to crush Indian aspirations, it must be said 
to their credit that they have for the first time introduced Provincial 
Autonomy in some shape or form in this country. We for the first time 
have been used to this, parliamentary institution because Britishers have 
conceded to Indians this right.. May I ask whethei; Britishers have been 
so dead to their own constitution, so inconsistent with the traditions that 
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thay have themselves established as to lend their support to the most 
reactionary, the Inost monstrous, the most mischievous, the most sinister 
proposal that has ever been brought before the House to curtail the rights 
ana privileges of the members of the House itself? (Mr. Pramatha Nath 
Banbejee; Don’t count on them.) I never count on them, I count on 
the voice of justice, I count on the voice of truth, of liberty and freedom 
which can never be muffled, which can never be muzzled, which can never 
be crushed by anybody. In God’s own time it will assume its own 
importance and it will be impossible for those reactionary elements to check 
it. The table will be turned and they will be turned down from the height 
which they have attained artificially, never to rise again. (Interruption 
from Coalition Benches.) I consider this question mucli too serious for any 
interruption. 

Some of my friends yesterday w’ere suggesting that this Government 
wanted to introduce the.se amendments only to i)ass the S«‘condary Educa- 
tion Bill, »8 if that is at all very unwelcome to us. # We Moslems on the 
side of the Opposition have made it clear that we are not oppostMl to the 
Secondary Education Bill provided it is referred to a Select (Vinmittee so 
that the reactionary provisions of the Bill may be thrusbed <mt and the Bill 
presented before tlie House in a more a(‘cepluble form. 

Sir, I know that Government are sending the proposed amendments to 
a Select Committee because they know in tlieir heart of hearts that these 
rules are derogatory to the spint and letter of the Constitution Act itself; 
they know it for certain that these rules arc inconsistent with the traditions 
of democracy with the (\)nstitution Act which the British Parliament has 
introduced in this c<»ufitrv; therefore this desire not to rush it through but 
to refer it to a Select (’(unmittee. Sir, iny friend Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal 
yesterday was moved almost to tears by the generous offer of Sir Nazimuddin. 
Generouii offer indeed becau.se it is an offer to stifle the voice of this House, 
generous indeed because it is an offer to curtail the rights of the House, 
j;enerous indeed becuu^ie it is an offer to flout and tljwart th(' aspirations of 
the meinlxTs and t(j stjflle discussion, generous indeed becansc it is an 
(»fl’er to snatch away the rights of the Iiousc‘. generous imh’cd because* it 
>seeks to perpetuate* a slavish gove*rmnent in this ceeuntrv eind pn>poscs to 
make* eve-ii the legislature subordinate t4) the whims anel eiiprices of a ele>ze*n 
gentlemen who are* now in the Secretariat not l)ecause of th(*ir eewn merit, 
not because* of tlieir own contributions to public life, not b<*cause of their 
own (jualifications, not be*(;ause of their own efficiency, but. because* of the 
fact that a Governor so pitchforked them intei tlie most comfortable position. 
There has been no generous offer in the jiast. The* ge*nerous offer at the 
jiresent moment is to stifle di.scussion, to curtail our libe*rtie*s and to crush 
us in this way. 

Sir, rule 84(1) of the Government of India Act says, “A Chamber of n 
Provincial Legislature may make rules for regulating, suhj(*ct to the provi- 
sions of this Act, their procedure and the e-onduct of their business: 

Provided that, as regards either a Legislative Assembly or a TiOgis- 
lative (V)uncil, the Governor shall in his discretion, after consultation with 
the Speaker or the President, as the case may he, make rules — 

(а) for reg-ulating the procedure of, and the conduct of business in, 

the Charolwr in relation to any matter which affects the discharge 
of his functions in so far a.s ne is by or under this Act required 
to act in his discretion or to exercise his individual judgment; 

(б) for securing the timely completion of fin*ancial business.” 

So, Sir, if the Governor has to frame any rule that must l>e done in 
consultation with the Speake/ or the President, nOff, otherwise. He is under 
no circumstances, according to the Government of* India Act, to consult 
the Minist^ to fraihe any rule even for the discharge of special respon- 
sibility which has been imposed upon him either in his discretion or in his 
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individual judgrment. The Government of India Act never contemplated 
for a single moment that the Governor of a province ‘ would have more 
additional power in supersession of what has been given to him under the 
Act— jwwers which have been too sufficient for him, powers which have been 
almost autocratic in a system of democracy. Even the Government of 
India Act did not contemplate it, but here the Ministry is so subservient, 
tlic Ministry is so slavish that it wants to give him more power, because 
it is grateful enough to him. Its very existence is due to the initiative of 
the (governor. It is a part of the programme. In the North-West Frontier 
Province, in Sind, in Assam, throughout Indui w'herever these Ministries 
are in power, they are there due to the support, due to the sympathy of the 
(j(>vernorH of those provinces. Without their support, wdthout their 
symfjuthy, without tlieir guidance, without their initiative they cannot 
stand for a single minute. Sir, 1 w'onder how my European friends on 
that side (;ould sympathise with a reactionary proposal of this character. 
^J’hey might try to oppose us in every possible w'ay as they did^tn the past, 
hut I do not understand for a single moment how they caji go back upon 
their own tradition, how' they can be inconsistent with their own tradi- 
tion. 

Therefore, Sir, 1 sulnnit that J considi^r this question very serious, 
jiregnant with sinister possibilities, really dangerous lor the smooth w'ork- 
ing and functioning of J*rovincial Autonomy in India. It is bniiiid to 
have serious rcfjercussions upon the entire constitnlional adviincement of the 
country. Sir, today throughout India a particular section ui reactionaries 
has been trying to hold up the constitutional advaiuement of the country. 
We had discussions with some responsible America*ns. They too are iire- 
jmred to concede the frmlom of India, provided ()nl> the Indiims ihemselves 
i-omnosed their differences, provided only Indians adjusted their differences 
not by creating unnec.essury ol>Htacles in the path of constiiutional* advance- 
ment of the country, not by creating difficulties and comiilications wdiich 
might vitiate and corrujit the atmosphere and retard the attainment of fii^ 
self-governmenl, but by accepting and faidng the realities of life and try- 
ing to come b) an understanding between the Hindus and Muslims in the 
b(‘sl [lossible form. 

1 repeat, Sir, that the Ministry’s offer is not a generous one; it is an 
offer which smacks of vandalism, it is an offer whieh smacks of autocracy of 
the w^orst type that can ever be conceived of. 

With th CSC few words. Sir, 1 supptfrt the amendment moved by my 
est(‘emed frieml Mr. Susanka Sekhar Sanyal. (Applause from Ojiixlsition 
benclu's.) 

8j. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA : Mr. iS]KN 4 ker, Sir, ^ er;raf 
ftrov cT 5tti, «'tT« ^ (7F ’tnr c?, CT 

btfl »T»nf I il^r: 

(TTt CT i}T rrro. Assmnbly?r 

»pt cbn ^ -prtir 

(A VOICE : w^ti I ) Governincnt of India Acti) 

"TtU f»T, 1 cn? ooib^titutionc^ work out 

int \5Pn Governor-(ft>neral 4 ^ ^ cti *‘cv 

^ ("Ttrctfi t5i ^ '«rtaRn f y ni t i g i 

tst? JTTBF ’TCff vf? Goveniori:^ vtto ; 

Governor <n:? Itpt wm i 'vn ^ ttpr 

*fif csbnn ^ Vir tytvrsi Cktvemor ^ ifiit :»o 

Wt >pply TO I ^ 4^ ’ft to oti frorf 
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^ Government of India Act of 19354 i f¥i ^ W w^t’TOt^r 

3r3n:i[ ^ Assembly’^ ^TTW 4^ 

*lTr^ I ^ I ^4^ c^ Procedure Rule Amendment 

Act 4m:^, Gk>veriimcnt of India Act4 4l^twr <71 %T ^5'^ Sir NaEirnuddin 
^ C5t] ^F=r:^ 4? ^ ^STT^ ^ tP^ 

C4 ^ TOf I 4ff ^ 'ITV^ C^TC'V^n 

^ I ’Ttij 4t ?fr^T%5R w? 4T^ ^ vR I cn^ 

4^ c^r 4T <tt^^‘rr?r iftvi c^tmi 4^f^ 4^ ^ cv^ i ^ 

^p:^ 4 i?i f^ ^ g f c^ gt? ; ^«i'K «rtr !5 c^rt^, 

'^zw (7f ^ ^»rtr^ I tfTniJ (TrttTsn 4f^ 'SIch^ c\^ 

c m^ z ^ 1 C 3 ft;? 5 n:^ csz^ ^T^rrsn i ^ifsTni ^tif m i c?*rr 5 

5lS to CTO I TO ^W’T S’! TO CY 1 cri TO (TO I 

(laughter) ?n ?TTO^ ^TOi ^TO CTO fv^’n jrc^i c^it^^irg 4 ff ’fiTTO^ 

4? fro^ f^T-R ^ . (T?t^ Ttcwt ^1 (P^ TOt^ 5tr^ ’Tl af^ I ^ 

Ts\uf fTj ^rrs c=?T$^ ^FtTOr-T^ t) ct*i 5 tTOf*i^ ^ eg*! 

“'’Tt^, c^c^^'fl 4?“ 5R7 c^ ’Tf<rf<^f 4 t 1^ ^riTTO TOits o$nn •ii^ tU) c^p^i to (to 
cTO czm to ? "stt ■®rtf 3 r ^twfsrm^j i” (st^ “^i ’$ cTtor (yf^ t‘* 
^ f6r=T “rPrfR: 4 ? ^RT C^ c^’f TO. CW^'=!t^ (Tl^Tf^lCif^ ^ T’ gtr*1t4t=Jl?1 TOf^r^ ^ ; 
(TO? ?rfp I '^Tt^rtTO ’TB Tm^ 'pff cTftiPfi 3 rjtTO ??^"*7 c? ^ ’^tron ?i ; 

Governor "JTfK TO TO f?Pt? TO.” ‘‘Governor f*<rg? TO tWf? TO” C? 

c?tTO oj cat^ ?^fr5 ’ttTOt*^! I fsTsf^i ?tfl '5TTEr«i f(5f** 4’f?r? 

?tTO^ 4 T?f? ^FTO I (A V<n(’K : c?‘t ! c?i l ) ( 71 ^ C^H? Ofr<tfl 5 ’Ttfl 

w 4? I >ir?i Tto?) c^tc^y (5tc«r? ^rtciP c7rl>i to ‘ff^?t? 4?* 

(5t?l TO TO C? ^rfsi ?^5 ^1, 4 ''jfV'i'T «(R (TfS ? TO JTl | (fl ?TtTOl?1 CTOl (?T 

4 ^ 3 TO? ^StT:^ ?^TO </TO C? 4 f^? '®[vf‘' ijt, 4 i?t? ' 4 x 1 ' 4 ^ I *^ 1 ? TOf’»l‘^tn ^fTO 

%?R Sir XiiZi'iiuddiiiCTl 4t? TO •7rrg^‘rtiT 4? TO 'eiWW TOjm (TO 

“C^^’H CT. m TO^l Crt^tTO TO TOfJn' to? ’fr^l, Ci^tTOl fiff-FS TOl l TOf? 4'*Tl?trF 
?^tTO C' 9 ft^ c<r 5 ff 5 i” .‘ 1 ?^^ '(s?c*( TOT(TO 3 r:<fTCTS cv 5 (stTOrn c? RU ?i ^c?, fif'^TOlmTO 
TOm' TO TO<r^, c^l^i I iTOtf? TO, frof^ r 5 n TOi, ®rTO i cn? 

CTO '>]rTO ?TO ^jfv, '4if3f cTOtr^F rTin to to^ <7(r=ii i ^tf’i 

TOTTO ; 'Brf^TO I cstTOf c^t'T jjr?TO c^^t'-i Tto cni?! cror? 

TO TOm' TO ’r?c?i r TO to TOm' vtot i 

^?tf? TO fer 'STTCf , 4?t TTk?»l I TO C?^? C-rt^ fTO TOttTO 

C^ 4 ^ 5 ; ^T^TTC^ to TOm' TO ^TO^( I TO C?? g«fl '(JC? iSiTO ?f^TTOF ’imriiT 

TOlTf TOTO I 

TOP, TOtTO TO ^fw^cTO i,V9 4? v?!? ?5rmT fv r Scmi 

TO C^C T llfrM I TOC?'( C? Governor with the advice of MiniHlern 

l^TO TOT^ ?1 ^ TOtCTO 41 TO CTO '5T? Governor CTO CTO I 4?1 C^ TO71 I TO 
f^rfp^ C? (TT? TOT! I 'STTO TO TO ^TTfVfft? 4^ff7 (TfTflfFn ^ TO 4V«t! ?TO TOTR C? 
C?3R Govemor4? ^ififTO ^rtr^ Ordinance ^*71?? ciPff^ C? Chief MmisU^r TO’Q 

'^ff^PTO TOC? W tpvmr m, 4? ABHeiiibly? 4?f^ Ordinancf; TO 8f)eakeriil 
ITO ^rrf^ C*r^TO C? “ 4 ?oTO ^ ruling CTO, 4 ?«TO ^ CTO ? 1 , 4 ‘ 5 fv (jfl 

srro, 4 ^, ^ ?^TO ^ i” 4 ? Tpni 4 v^ «rT?? to tro ^ (Tifriigrf to ; cto?‘?i 4*5 m»tTO 
TOT ^ TO I AHsembly Procedure Rule«^ 4g| cTOiTR ’5tTO? TOcro TOt^ 
erft ^ ?i I (7T? ’TttjTO ?r<rT Goremor4? zm 4? ’^rfinm (y^m ^ c? 

C? CTO rule fraDie ?TO? ; Speaker4? TO TOm' TO TO? TOTS TOTO I TO?I 
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AB«embly> ▼rti ’rffPt’Rfw c^m ^ns!f^*n wa c^, cn ^ ck? 

CfO ? Speaker i f¥l 4 Speaker ^ ^ 

Speaker fVjf w? ^ i tpt? c<t<iTt i 
Cl»Tni Shakespeare^ii? drama i 4?^ (TT drama’? ?l 

Aflfiembly 5T? Midsummer Night’s Dream i <5?; ^ ?c?7 Hero 

B()ttf>m the weaver ^fj?* part c??T? ??? 

I shall play Thesbi too ; c? partt ^ part^ ?^cf, ^ part ^»Tf? C?r?i I 

Iff? Assembly's c? ^ frfi?, ^ 

Governor FTT? Govomorii? Assembly? ^r^TTRt? f?C^ tP^ ^ • 

^yft? I shall play the Speaker too ? (laughter) ^ii?* (71^ ‘ I shall play the Speaker 
too’’ ^?1? flr?T c^ffr^ ?f?r? f¥?c? 'ijr? 5tf«^ t?c?? i (Hear, 

hear. ) , fwsiPn ?'f? <4^ ^t?i '4^25^*^ fV, ?i cSi>fHfb <4^ 

577T ^ Speaker ?T?T? f^CTT? -ii?* ^fr? ?tPi '*^t??i c? ^ rTffl l)T?n f?fr?r3 

v?7 T ^f?i ??^ ?5rrT? c? Speaker c?5t?i , ^5tr^ c? f^f% ( 7 r?T? w?T 

f?? <4?^ ^? CTO ^ ?f?r? «RT OT ^,0004? ?T?^ 0,000 TO I 

?CW TO ^t??l c? Assembly? m(‘mb^*r, TOTCf? AKscmblycs 4^ ^ vn ; 

(7r«R7 TOtCr? W?T 4^ TOC? Cf^ ?ttr? TOt?t?, — 7T (T^OTT? ^ ?? OC^ 

?1 ftOOx TO I TO?1 1^5 ?TO1 ?1, 3(t?tJT CTO TO I CTO 4^ 

TO? CT 4? c? TO^ 4i5 Select Committ<*er5 4?; Select Committees 

CTO 4? f% ?1 TO CT Select Committee* 9TOT?1 TO?? I 4?? TO? TOi? 
fV ? 4^" ?f?c?? f?f? ^TO?? 4’fil5 TO ^ ?TO?? C?(X TO? 4^“ C? f?^ 

f?f? guillotine TO%?? guillotine ^t?3 ?t5 i ?^T77it cti ^tt?1?l 

TO Sir Nazimuddin 4r?C^ ?f? 4i?i cTO ??c?TOir? ^rf? ?c? f*^ to 

?? C? 4^ TOf? ^^TCf? ?f^ ’ftns c??:^ C?C?, (A vok’K : ‘‘^T^” i A voice from 
the Opposition : ‘'?I3,” ) i TO?^ fro ?i cTO vfTf^, TO?? fees? fo^ 

?'f TO ?^? C? 4 ^Tt? ^f?i ?1 TO? 4^^ Assembly ’? ?tTO 

4^ 4TO? ?f? TO TO ?f? TO ?t?Tt ^ ?1 CT?. ?T^ '::[o? ?t? C?^ 

?to??T? C? ???f ^ C? ¥??S ?TO ?T^ ?f? ?1 I 3?^ ^'5Tr?tr?? 

frot? TO TO ??? f?CW 'BfftRrt? nt? ^?? Wt?l ?t??t? ®?T T? TO ?1 

TO Russia’? SUdin ('zar4? CTO ?mt? 'Q? c??"^ ^tT?T? to fro^ ^??rTO ?TO 
c?c?c? I 4^ ^fror?? fro, ?TOt c? fro^ ??t? c? 4 ^ 4 ?? ?t?n^ 

?F^ '^??t?l TO TO® ?tr?? ?1 : C? 4 ?r fiR ^??tr^ ci? 7 ^ '?TO I (A VOICE : c? 

^?»?, f?CW fro??! ??R i) Secondary Education Rill TO TO, c? brt 4^ TO?f5 
5Tfr I Secondary Education Rill ^*1 c^lro ?r?r? ^?i ? ?TO^ 4 ifi TO?) TO TO fro 

Secondiiry Education Bill 'm??) TO TOC?)— cTO c?>f? mtc® c?? ?) i 4 ^ to? ?®3)? i 
?|m ?{TT C? ?r^ JTJ ???) TOF ?) CT?, ?® (7R1 ?f^n:?^ TOF ?) C??, 
c? TO ?T? I 'He? Maginot line bsf? 3Fr?f^ ^ns ?^ »r??f?TO?, c? c®r?f|?i c? 
4^ Maginot line4? ’f? TO ?nrHl ofro itPTC® TOr? ?) i 4 ^ Maginot line cW® 
?1 <T?r5 ^??t? TO c-sm, German ^r?7 TO fro ^ Hr c®?f^ ' o t c? TOf c? Maginot 
line bsf? ?TO? ?^? TOT'S ??® CW 5 to? c? (TO (TOF c? Maginot line 

CTOF 5^?TO TO tero ®ic?? »rTO !jc?^rc^ n© TO fro ???T? *?T^1? w??r®? «rfe?T? 
TO ?rf?TO ?^?fV® w^tx 

MauivI ABDUL WANED ; ?T?% >r5f^ ?tm, tottf !f?r? ?ll TOi »m? 

4t *ff?TO? 41^ J'lftbl^w.firf?? c? ?f?!??F ?;r?T?? !f^r? 4mf?. TOS*f? ITOrmi 

itTO ?9ti? c? tf¥t?-4i:?c>?, wtf? ®i w*? ?r?r$ I TOT? TO? ?tfkr- 

\fTO? »r?9n5l ?TO TOTO?) TOT^ I C4T C¥? ?) TO ?f!TTO t«t? f?:fm Wtdn^TO? to;^ I 
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fVfi ^ ^ ’RTOi >iTO I w m ^ 

<l|BNt% Cot^ ?f¥ >rfc?r^ TO '■itTO W orfta 

▼f^i 4 lOT ^ #r 5 T?t? ^ mrroir TOfe^R—cr^ to ^* 11 ^ inf toto 

TO^IR TO TO%R, »rTO. TOI »f7j? TOTOTfl Wt<lf% f^jR TOR ^SfTO 

TOf^ tpstfe I J3^ C«f"niTr^ TOli ^6 TO5t? frtfH TO CTOl 

c^ ’^tro cfu;? fro (Trofrr toi% cnt tot i to fro 

■nr*!!^ ^* 5 TO toot to c^ T'jto ’tm to to fro cro totot to 

toI^, c’T^t^ ?T5R I TOn?^s '3t? i 

oqr^ (RTm TOOT ?rf^ f^jR TO OT’ir^r c^ 

f^OT TO ^mro ^ I fro^ to ^^^rOTtft cro to^v ^rf? mOT ^ 

WR ^ cmm f%»;R TO OT CTO OTMT ^ OT ?’n5 TO 

^ I TO^ ’ra^ TO^, TO?1 'TOTF C^I S‘'tfT® TOf^, (TJ TORT TOU 

cTOf^, ^srf^TOT^ ^<jTO Win OTTSTT^ srv fro tot:^, TOtTO 

TO ’FTOS TOC^, 'JTOT^iT ^ PITO, TJ] ^\W '*TT^ PRfC^ TOft I '■Ttf^ 

TOT TO^^^ f^ (^>TOn JftTR yt^JT TOT3 Toot sTlr^ TOT TOR TO%TO I 

?r^TO TO ^51 fJTR cTOr^n (TfTO ^r 5 TR Wt TO^ 3 ^t'^TT ^ CTO TO TO^'tlTO 
TO TOrS^I RTiT?: ?t»T 5FTO -a? TSTfVjfT^ TO5iT TO^T | TO3 Rtf^ PTO ^lOT ^ C^T'351 
CT^jftTI (RT^, TO TOCT TT^rtMlTO TOTIJ:^. c? «jf^OT ^rtroTT »^n, "iTRPI (R<(f^ W 

c^ Rfro^ ^ttotr vf rrrrfFT, W ’HR JiTfrofiif^ '3 c!j'’t‘h ^ react ionery pi 
?] tlVfUS^ P^Tt^tt?! C^l^F TOR 'iTtStriT '-t1 FtPH (TOI toTt^C^R TOtRH 
TO:OTr=R I i]^ toOT c^ito OT'^r f^Rroi optJrfiR Rfppffp 'ptcp ot’c^t ^ ^ftr, 
Fti^T? i'.^CTO TOTs^^ I CP? ^ TOT STto TO PTP CP^^CP fr?! Vfei- 

fTOTP I TO?r ^tCT5. CPfTOfPl 3Tft? 'JR^y .jj^ ?f;TfftP CtpTP FtP, 'Jt^’CP CTOtT5tPt3 ^tP C![t 

TO TOP Ftf5P TO *13}? P53tP CPTO TO TOT PTr¥ I OT PCPi? tpTt‘1 TOC^, C^tPtTI^'t 

pf‘t3 TOns^. *‘3TO «?Rc;rp*irPT ^Tsn OTtfrr”, TOffro? cPT*n ptp't 

r(frcR--‘‘cr pi-^, CTfPTrPf 5 ? TO Pf^P TO-PPi^ Pffp CtpT'f toI^ i” W PPOT 

OT ‘iTf^ I PPlP CTO i3WP wfpp 'TO 'iJTff ^ PrTO5T ^R TO CPPP 

TO PR'£ PTPlft'ii I PtPtP TOP TO OT F5 PTP^ PR ^TCP T5R OTTP CPFP TO PR>^ 

OTRtfp I i’fP cOTTOTtP i]? Ptp"! ^sprftp' s'sf «r5R '^ffR -yrP '‘SPTPT ’^TTP^r^TT! frm PR- 
PT^ffRT ^tPtfPP l" ‘‘(T TOR, COTfTP ilP^ Pf^OT’RT^'l P»^TriP ctfP‘1 PRf© l" 

TOTP PTPTTO ^TfiCP PTO1, ‘‘OP CPtPI, TO ST'^TTSP ^-.77 pfp OT PPT PRTJ ’ttta OT 

OT’C^ 'STTfPG C51 G^'^TC^ ^T1^, RTfp \5fP PTTtP cTO ^ffp PI ?” <3? PFlt CP TO TO PTOI^ 
TTO CPtOTTPiP CP CP PprfTOPI CP^ 3 fpPlTOPl F'^ CP^, 'i]<? Itf^ 

OT Pf PCP CPP S}^; P?r5T^ PRTJ OTN To I PTP^ PoRtfi PtRP, -i]f^ CPCV PTOJ 
?P OTTPP OTW^P Tt^tP^ PTroP «R7 CP TO COT ^'^13 C^ FTP fifCPHR OTR 
PTPT PTOP PR PI POTTS ^’PR CPTCPR PR PI PtP «rTfP PtPf? PT I -iJP^ TOR CP^P fH 
(TfRtPl PTTOP PtPR PfCPP 'PTP >4IWP c^PT PTTT? Ptfp POT fpptOT C’tTPC^f^ 
^Pkr CPR<-TT TOfTOR ; ‘'■yt^tPOT C^ftfOT ^rfpOT PtT^ PI TO COTtTO COT fTO PI l” 'PtPPR] 
OT*^ R PHR COT CPP OTR TO SR I 4^ TO CPtTPR OTR fpfPTO OT CP PTPtPT 

^iTOP OTn croftf, T 51 ^ OTTP 4^ !jMwT1>r P t ^ T TO T« y ) trmvnr 4CW*k<R PTTS* 'JTP fro 

PTf^ I CPIRT OT»R OT fPOT I OT 4PfOTP P^P OTf^OT 4^ pfPOTR ?fPP <Tfp- 
CPOT TO ^fOT TTfT OTp PH SR T5PP ^OT5 Ptfp Pit CP ^ ^ C¥P PTO 1 fVl 4PP fCPrf^ 

’t«rm FTP^ 4t pIOT ^PPR trpT I 4 ^ P9OT iTOT 4!«n otcp ot OT?r 

Ff^¥ OTP? OT PT I ^ 

At this stage the House was adjourned for 16 minuteiL 
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^ After adjmrnmefd). 

Mauivi ABDUL WANED ; tot <s!^ 

(7f^ T ^5t? I 5175^ 

iflsr; ’rffToi 4?* ^nr <4^ oti ^yw^ft^r'nr c^^stc? ^f^tJi? ^ 

HTgjf^tiT ^ 51 ^ ’fTr^, OT Jitr$ ^ ^^lc«iiMi 

TO in ( 7 r«R 7 irt^i ^rtro ^ c*^zn ^ ^ ^rrwi i ^ 

^TTznr^ (7[ ^<(7 i^i^r ^ c^ ws 5r?in^, ^rtOT 

y[%z% c*rw^ ■QTOT ^«f ?TTO cq?* ^«f'nr^^3 wlf^ ^nir^ i c^ to? f%^ 

?f? ?Tn ?T? (M ?Tn (TT^ to 4t?i ^tr^, ^tt?? c^ ?n (Tr'Jt^ tjtt^ ^t?n 
TO ?T?ra 5 rTO?, c?^ ?i ^ CTO ’r<^!jMnR? to ^ fro ^mt*^ to 

?f?T7E ?T?nFf U C^t?’ f*^C? Tit? TTTTSPf I 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Order, order,. All this is irrelevant* You must 
come to' the point. 

MauM ABDUL WANED : Tit?, ?ftToi i]?z ’t5‘’T'r?r‘ii? 

TOT? Ttrtl? T?tCTO?1 T?CI5 C^tCT TOT TO *iJCT TC^ I ^t’c^tT Tt’RT? fro? (TO (T T? T57 ^ 
l5fB^ TO'®I% ?TO r??^ ?tTO? I TOTT '3^' C? CTtPl CTt^ C^tT?^ C? CT *ftft? 

c? Ttzfiror? Tf??i c?1»T cTOf^i? ^t? ’SRTSTff Tf^rr tti? f^tc? 

Tf?TO? TOStrr TO CTJ? ^M"c?? ^’TO f^CW^T CTff v 3 ^ | 

CTOf? TOn?t?t‘t? tftrH (TO TtTO '(i TtC'4 4?^ Tt?!? TO Z /TOWCT V, ^?n' 

C? ’wm Ttf? TtCTt5?l TO I 

TOt? TOTT ?rTO? c? T?t? TOC^ I 'J^r^CT TOr5^ C? 3It?Tf^ 

fro TOt? SrrrtT i Ttfai ^t? f?TO tlfjTt?! 

T?f^ I CTOJ <4^ ?t«nfTT fin r?T W TOt? TO oQ? ^ifsTrsi Z] ^?TO to^ 

Tt^ 1 '9?m3I CTt^ (T^R? TO I Tt? C? 3ft?Tf^T ftTI TtCT? Tmi TO r?:^ 

c? ? 7 ?Ti TOTt?f?‘-TrT fm r<??r? to Tmi ??, c? TOn?i?c^f? f-m tpttto r?‘f T?f? to j 
Ttwrr cm ^if^ro? ^za ?r?‘-i to tr^rfTS Tt?R ?i?rc5, c3?fiTorr? srTTri^ 

f^trr 5?^ TOTt? Tmi TOC!5^ T§?f^ I TtCT? crfl^ «?TO CTtT (?»?R’? TO 

TOHR I f-tm f^ TO TO ^'z. Z\^'c^ C?^1IR ?t;T! CTO i3T (Tt^ 

TT tfT?n ?t«rrf?T f^t? «f^7 ??t?? w to ^crc^, c^’ITO JitTif^ f-m 

TTte? ?T3r ;l( 1 TT l^tTl ??n«f 5^’T CTO? TO CTtPt ^TTO ff^l TTO CTt?l CTOP ? 

TO ?? CT^ TO?1 ^‘1 TO C??, 'jn ?’CT CT^ TtTO CTl«n CTO? T5:t trj TtCT 
C? ?? ^nn <ij^^lt? fTTttT T? TT? CTOR, T1 ?? Tf^ <4T CTTf?! ^tTI TOT? ?T?n ^tC*nT 

TOC5 t? ^’TO TOTt?T?CT? ^<t? ^tlTO TO ^7T?r ?T?T TOTS TO I Z\ ^ TOt? 

Ti I ?TOt vurrora tt^ fi?i .u^oTt? totji to‘T to?t? c?to ttt? ^rf^^fro? c^rt^ 

ff?tC?T? Bfb^ ?T I I5T? Tt?*! 5X5^ C? TlTOi ?1 TtT Tto 4''c?f^ ’TT'f^TTStt? C? *rtft? 

^TO C?^ TIT? ^Tfrofro? TOtt Tff, €t? react iouery tr^%fTOT1>T CTOf? TOtt T? i 

TOT TITO ?n FTTT fro TOfTT TOtTsfTO? ^a?Z (T TOt'st TOl C^-sf I TOt? 

T?1 TO TO5 '*»tw I vfjTOR CTO vilTf TO fTO TO WTO ^ TO T?n? CTO TO iflTW? 
CTO TOT fwHTTl T?T, “^, CTOt? TOT? TO ??T5 COs ^ TO. 0^ frTTO CT^ CC\ ^TTO 
TO tro T?l^» CT??” CT ?TOT, *'TOt 1I Tt?T? ?t?t? TOT^, TO ^ TOt? TOt^ I TOW^ 
C? ^tro TO TOt? ?fTTO T??v C?^ ?T? TOT TOTOT!? C? wf^fTO «iICTZT?l TOTS TOR? CT 
TOft? TPrtt TOt? «R7 TTT? TTfw^fTO? frjTO ^jit^T TT^— fTOTufl TTO^fe TO I Tit? Ttfw- 
^liR ??; TO TO JICTC^ I TOTO tots? <5^ TOTOtT ?t?T ?ftfTO TC^ TTT? Ttfw- 

41?^ T^Str? ?? ^crmr cro cron to% i (TOtit? TOwjf^ tof tot? z 
TO5I TOTS fro (TO ITT fro F[»n tt^ istt?? z to ?tTO tt i vfjl to ?rr|& ?rT wif? TOt? 

T|^ iitfCTT? TItTJtT TTOTO^ tfTOfB TTO't TOff I 
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Mr. A. F. STARK: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I would like to record 
very briefly the attitude of the European Party in this question. First of 
all, Sir, we welcome the spirit in which this question has been approached 
both by Government and by my honourable friend, Dr. Sanyal. We con- 
sider it important that all sections of this House should endeavour to settle 
their own procedure and we welcome the fact that tlie Government arp 
prepared to have an open mind as refjrards the form the guillotine shall take. 
We think tliat the House should endeavour to settle tnat form themselves 
amicably and try to devise a form which will suit our condition and our 
needs. 

Then, Sir, we are called upon to decide upon the principle of (rtnllotine. 
We look at it from the practical point of view. We consider, Sir, that it 
is necessary to liave some device to speed up the pace of legislation. We are 
in this House dealing with arrears of legislation; we are dealing w'itb legis- 
lation which should have been passed years ago. The volinne of legislation 
is increasTng year by year. It is going to increase #till more in the years 
, to come. Tile number of pndilems <*onfrouting this jirovinee, as honourable 
members know, have grown and today have reached a volume wbieb is 
going to need all the etlbrts of this liOgislahire lo deal with them. That is 
mv first [joint. We need. Sir, a dt‘viee for getting our business done more 
quickly. 

My ^ec^)nd point is that the object of the guillotine is not to siqipress 
or stitle discussion. The object is to limit the length of debates. Freedom 
of (liseussicjii does not consist in the leiigtli of s[»ee(’hes, or in the* number 
of aniemlmentvs to be^iiioved. In our opinion, Sir, we can have mon‘ effec- 
tive debates it these debates are liinitwl, if we are foreiul to coneentrato 
on iinpoitaiit points, if we are fore(‘d to select our umemlmcnts. We have 
an example already in the Budget procedure and I do not think honouralde 
memlu^s of tin* Opposition will suggest that the Budget procedure has 
operated to supjjress disciishion. 1 think this has made diseussion more use- 
ful in practice, W v have been forced to select our cut motions upon whiith 
We wisli to ((Jiicentrate and the result has been that we have eoneentrated 
on the more important prohleins and w(* (‘()ul<l get through our Imsiness more 
quickly. 

Mv tliird [Kjint is that the guillotine in its practical operation in other 
countries is a weapon in reserve. In practice Government will endeavour 
to agree upon a time table with Ojjjjosition Whips, If agreement is reached 
that time-table will l>e worked. If that time-table break.s down then and 
then only I visualise that the guillotine will he inirodueed. But the 
im[)ortant point is that the existence of the guillotine in reserve will faci- 
litate agreed tinie-taldes and that is what has happened in practice in other 
countries, in Great Britain and in Australia (Mr. Pramatha Nath 
Banerjkk; Great Britain! Do not talk about it.) 

The guillotine, Sir, as the honourable members are well aware, is still 
used in Great Britain. It was used very recently, as ray honourable friend 
Dr. Sanyal admitted. In practice, however, the whips of different parties 
do arrange to agree upon time-tables which obviate the use of the guillotine. 

I wmiild .sum up our attitude that we regard the guillotine as a practical 
nece.ssity, if the Legislature is to cope with the volume of work coming 
l)efore it with reasonable expedition. 

Rat HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, the 
motion that is before the House is a motion to« incoimorate closure by com- 
partments whi( h is nicknamed as guillotine into tne body of our rules. 
It is the worst type of clasure that has been conceived as yet. Not only 
that, but the method and the manner in which the clo.sure is going to be 
^ provided for leave ^ample room for criticism. Sfr, ,the motion proposes that 
by rule power .should be conferred on the Governor to restrict the discussion 
on Bills and even on clauses of Bills, and to brii^g the discussion on Bills 
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and clanws to a cloae by specified dates and 
the consideration whether in the opinion of a third party or m 
§uch as the Speaker, there has been a reasonable debate or not, wnether 
even in the opinion of the House there has been a reasonable debate or not. 
This is the most obnoxious form of guillotine that is going to be proviaed 
by way of rule, and I am not surprised if the Leader of the House has 
on second tliought yielded so much as to suggest that the Opposition i^y not 
stand on the form of the proposed closure. Sir, there is a good deal of 
\ dift’crence between closure and closure of Bills by compartments which is 
nicknamed as guillotine. Closure seeks to provide for a reasonable debate 
and whether there has been reasonable debate or not, that is for the 
Chairman, or the Speaker to say. None of the contending parties there 
takes upon itself the responsibility of declaring that there has been a 
rcasonalde debate. It is only a third party, a referee, an umpire, such as 
the Speaker, who is always appealed to. It lies in his discretion to put 
the (|uestion of closure, and, Sir, so far as the British Parliamejtarv pro- 
cedure is concerned, thfi Speaker has got two things to consider, viz., whether 
there is an abuse of the rights of the House or not, and whether there is 
an infringement of the rights of the minority or not. These are the two 
considerations that actually weigh with the Speaker in accepting a closure 
motion and putting it to vote. Even such a closure motion was never thought 
of in tlu* British Parliamentary history before the early eighties of the 
last century. The history of British Parliamentary debates will show that 
it was only after the entry of the Irish Nationalists in the House of 
Commons and the obstructive procedure that they adopted, that the closure 
motion was thought of. The first urgency motion tlijit was moved by Mr. 
Gladstone on the Ijrd of February, 1881, after the expulsion of many of the 
Irish nationalists from the House was not hailed with delight even in the 
H(JUKe of Commons, whatever the Britishers (tver liere may choose to^ think. 
Not only that, although the Britishers have always been anxious to point 
that the rights and privileges of debate in the House of Commons have l>een 
limited by the obstructive tactics of the Irish party, it is a fact that the 
guillotine or urgency motion whenever proposed, even in matters in which 
the Irish members were not particularly interested, had been contested by 
every party in the ()p})()sition, wdiether it was a Liberal J’urty or a Conser- 
vative Party. Whenever an urgency motion was put forward, it never 
went in without a serious and prolonged contest. What was the matter, 
Sir, in 1887 — 1 mean in connection with the ])assage ot the Coercion Act? 
There tlic (k)nservuiive Party put forward a resolution for the limitation 
of debate in the discussion of the Irish Criminal Law (Amendment) Bill. 
It was contested, and very seriously contested, by the Opposition tlien led 
by Mr. Gladstone. The position of parties was not reversed on the second 
occasion when the Parnell Commission was set np in 1888 under a similar 
emergency procedure; but tbe Opposition party was altogt*tber changed 
in ISll.'l when the Home Rule Bill came to lx* discussed. Then the I/iberal 
Go\ernnjent was in power, and after 28 days in the Committee, if I remem- 
i^r aright, they put forward the urgency motion. The Conservative Party 
then in the opposition, led by Mr, Balfour seriously contested the urgency 
resolution apd it was not allowed to pass except after a strenuous and 
prolonged protest. The next tumultuous occasion arose in 1902 when the 
Education Act was under discussion. The Conservative Party led by Mr. 
Balfour was then in power and the Liberal Party led by Sir Henry f'amp- 
be.l Baiineitnan was in the Opposition. When the Conservative Party put 
forward the urgency resolution, it was opposed, and seriously opposed by 
all the front-liue leaders in the Opposition and the debate was wound up 
by Mr. Asquith. ^ 


Sir, the context in wbidia this piotion is going to be^ moved we cannot | 
afford to forget. We know that this weapon of guillotine* once in the hands 
of this Government, will be used very promptly in the discussion on the 
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Secondary Education Bill, and, Sir, it is not a strange parallelism that we 
are going to oppose a much worse guillotine than was conceived while the 
British Education Act of 1902 was in the anvil of the House of Commons. 
Even the less drastic urgency motion that was used by the Conservative 
Government in support of sectarian control of Education had to be opposed 
by the British Liberal Opposition of the day. 

In this connection, permit me, Sir, to quote certain portions of the speech 
of Mr. Asquith opposing the urgency motion of the day, which very 
succinctly puts all the grounds in favour of an urgency motion and all the 
grounds against the abuse of such a motion. Mr. Asquith explained the 
underlying principle in this way: “Let me for one moment refer to the 
precedents upon which both the Prime Minister and the (A)lonial Secretary 
relied. They are four in number. In 1SS7 there was the Crimes Act. There 
are many of us who o})poscd that Bill at the time with all the resistance 
in our powder, ami we op])osed the Closure upon it. Tluit Closure W'us pro- 
posed and was granted hy Parliament U})on one simple ground — stilus populi 
supremo lex. The condition of Ireland was supposed tb be such at the time 
that unless Parliament promptly placed in the hand of the Executive the 
exceptional powers proi)osed l)y'the Bill, the maintenance of law and order 
and social peace could not he secured. No such case is ait(?mpted to be 
made for the present Bill. Then there is the precedent of 188H. In that 
year the closure was applied in the most drastic and, summary fashion on the 
Bill for establishing what is culled the Parnell (’ommission. Many of ufl 
on this side thought that a very iiigh-handed and impolitic measure; but 
there, again, a specific and temporary emergency was lH‘ing dealt with. 
The object of the Hill invas to call into existence a temporary tribunal, with 
limited powers, for the particular purpose of inquiring into the truth or 
falsehood of certain accusations brought against Members of this House in a 
publicatnin that was then notorious. But whether the closure of that Bill 
was wise or unwise, it forms no precedent whatever for the closure of the 
Education Bill.” 

“Then wc come to the cases which have been much more tdaborated — 
those of the Home Buie Bill of 189-‘l, and the Evicted Tenants Bill of 1894. 
Both uere piocecdiiigs to which I, in common with many of my right 
honouialilc tricmls, was a jiarty. The right hoiiourahle Gentleman just now 
relied very much up(m the precedent of the Home Buie Bill. But is it a 
precedent at all*" In the first place, the Parliament of 1892, whatever the 
right honourable (ientleman may say about the Newcastle programme, was 
elected specifically and expressly to deal with the question of Home Buie: 

“The remaining precedent is the closuring of the Evicted Tenants Bill 
of 1894, What have, w'e to say to thati^ That w'us a purely temporary 
measure to deal with a particular emergeiuiy. My riglit hommrable friend 
who was then (9iief Secretary for Ireltmd will hear me out, I think, when 
I say that it dealt with a sum of .£1(K),000 or £299.900 of public money. 
In the oidnion of the Irish Executive of the time it was a measure, the 

f assing of wdiich was absolutely essential to the mainfenanee of order in 
reland. It is ridiculous to say that that is any precedent for the present 
proposal.'* 

Then, Sir, he sums up by stating which princij)le8 ought to guide urgency 
motions: ”I venture to say that until this debate, whether you look hacK 
to the precedents of the past or to the reason of the thing, both the theory 
and the practice of the House of Commons have been that this 'procedure, 
which we all regret, which none of us like, which, we admit to be inconsistent 
with the elementary rights and privileges of a delating assembly— this 
procedure has never been and ought not to l>e resorted to except in one or 
two cases, in a case of extrettie emergency in the interests of public order, 
or in the case where a Bill, having been carefully ^ponsidered, both by the 
country and by Parhamentan' di8cu8si6n, is ripe for a final decision. 
What are you doing here? You are violating t^ose traditions; you are 
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flyinff in the face of experience; you are establishing a precedent which, I 
venture to say, once established will be repeated and applied in cases which 
will l)e extremely unwelcome to the large majority of those who are going 
to Tote for this Motion. You are going to apply this procedure,” and here, 
Sir, enact pennanentlv as a rule, * ‘which has hitherto been confined within 
limited and rational bounds, to a Measure which is at once complex and 
revolutionary, which is neither urgent in its occasion nor temporary in its 
operation, as to which the country has never been consulted, against the 
hasty and illconsidered passage of which our Second Chamber affords us no 
effectual safeguard, and by so doing you are .taking a step which is 
unwarranted by precedent, which is of the most dangerous example, and 
which ought not lightly to be adapted by the House of Commons.” 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Wha^ was the answer? 


Rfli HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: That was th^ last speech and 
after that there w’as^ voting. It is quite clear from the Kpe#«;h of Mr. 
Asquith that urgency motions can iustly be applied only in two circums- 
tances, i.e., in dealing with Bills which are, of an emergent nature and in 
dealing with Bills in resjiect of which a mandate has been obtained from 
the country and which' have lieen sufficiently discussed. But, Sir, so far 
as the proposal which has been put forward before us is concerned it is an 
omnibus proposal designed to affe<-t all kinds of Bills, to fix time-limits 
for discussion oi Bills of all sorts and categories and that in advance, 
without any reference to the progress of debates. I, tlierefore, submit that 
the proposition that has been put forward violates British practice Not 
only that Sir, an urgency motion has not only been distasteful to one or 
other ot the great contending political parties hut even a disinterested i)orson 
like the Sjieaker of the House of ^Commons does not approve of such a 


In connection with urgency motion closuring the Education Bill ot 1902, 
tin* Speaker, the Bight Hon. William Ijowtber, subsofjnently Viscount 
Hllswater expressed himself thus in his “rommentaries” : — “The committee 
stage of the E4lucation Bill began on the 2nd of Jum*. Little did the 
Government or the House foresee the length (o whicli it would be protracted. 
I think I was in the ('hair at every sitting. The end did not come until the 
2()th of Novemlier, after forty-five sittings, and even then.” and not in anti- 
ciiiation as jirovidcd in our proposed rule, “it had become necessary to 
introduce, for the purpose, a ‘guillotine’ resolution, as it was nicknamed, 
under which a time limit was fixed for each clause or group of clauses! 

11 unsatisfactory procedure, for the shadow of the guillotine makes 

all debate unreal. The (Ipposition feels tliat, however good a (*ase they may 
make, at a given moment the axe will fall, the discussion end arid the 
Uoverri men t supporters summoned to attend for tliaf particular hour, will 
troop into the lobby against them. The Government, on the other Land 
witli the same knowledge (^f what will happen, are indifferent to the argu- 
ments used in the discussiou and disinclined to make any concessions to 
A- 1 ^'" opinion Sir, of n third party— not one of the 

«av« thlt'^H T' fy- Britisher here stands up and 

I® that has been put forward is consistent with British 

fortfotteii hil'irrr rf "“‘hated by British tradition, either he must have 
lorgotten his British traditions or he is ignorant of them. 

It may be asked, Sir, why after all we are so much opposed to the guillo- 
tine measure. It not only, makes the debate unreal but will do something 
more— wi.l spell the end of what little democratic procedure has been 
conceded by the Constitution Act, ShfAild the guillotine, even it obtains 
lu hugland, be transferred over here to India? »I submit, Sir, in our present 
conditions It 18 either um ailed for or should not be resorted to. Let me 

‘he guillotine has been appUed 
in England to urgent measures, and so far as our constitution is conceraed 



im.] 


ASSEMBLY PROCEDURE RULES* 


419 


it provides for urgent measures in a different way. That is by 
way of Ordinancjgs. When the legislature is in recess Ordinances 
may he passed even on the advice of Ministers by the Governor 
ana the difhculty of emergency can thus very well be met. 

Therefore I think no ‘ guillotine measure is necessary here to 

secure the passage of emergency measures. Then, what about the other 
measures, the mandated IJills, that is, the Bills in respect of which the 
. country has given a mandated In respect of such a Bill guillotine measure 

was duly applied in England, so far as the Home Rule Bill of 1893 was 

concerned, in the previous election Mr. (iladst(»iu‘ unfolded ihe programme 
and after giving out the programme of Home Rule he came with his majo- 
rity to the House of (’ominons to enact the Bill. The liberals had the clear 
verdict of the country at the poll. So lar as our couutrv is concerned, is 
there really a democracy of the nature that functions iu England? I regret 
to say there is noiu' of it: it is only a pseudo-democracy, rallicr in the latest 
parliamei^ary langiiagi*. it is a “swindle demoiTucy”. In (his country, 
so long as wo have se]»arate electorates, so long as we li^ive limited electorates,’ 
so long as we cannot to nil the electors and to the (‘ountry ns a Avhole^ 

can we really put forward a meaMire for which we can claim that we have 
got ii mandatt'.'^ lakt* for instance, the prc.sent Secondary h^ducation Bill. 
If flic luvscni Si'condary Edui-atioii Bill is put before the separate elec- 
torates, in Dacca, Sir .S'aziinuddin will ap|>roach his constituency in one 
w»i\ and Ml. K trail SanKar Roy will approach his constituency in another 
Nazimuddin will try to get the sup])ort <if his constitnency to 
the Itill and Mr. Kiraii Sankar Roy will canvass for opposition to it and 
i)oth tnay lie retnrn(‘d. Can anylH>dy then sa\ (hat either of them has got 
ttic verdict of the c(nniirv as a whole? Surely not. Therefore the whole 
<|uestion of nmndated Bills goes. So the justification for a valid urgency 
tm^tion or rcsolutum cannot arise here in any way. There in England full 
democwicy funclions and therefore they can appeal to the (dectorutes 
and secure ihcir mandates. There in England there is no one man legis- 
ature to providt* for i‘imTgen( y ineasures. So in securing the passage* of an 
emcr^.n‘my Bil) or a mandated Bill in England they are .piite justified in 
bringing forward urgency motions and have such BilD passed with the hein 
of urgencN motions, 1ml that procedure is neither necessarv nor applicuhle (o 
the circuinstances prevai mg in this country. TherefoVe such guillotine 
measures should not be thought of, far less incorporated in our iLles and 
j taiidmg Orders It may he desirable in the opinion of the majority of 

sir trr*’ ’ opjere.Hsive*; and yon are well awmre, 

S r tin t oppression m the mother n obstruction. If there is any supposed 
ohstiuctnm m.w in the Opf»osi(ioii here, that obstruction will develon into 
rca obstruction to meet such arbitrary proposals on the part of the (lovern- 
omo- h'"’ because sueh considerations tlmt wl have b, strongly 

oppose the jnoposal for guillotine and we submit that guillotine motion 
^\unih] not be passed to closure Bills. When last 
ti(es^,f^■^ f reference fo the const it ufions and prac- 

f o,n] ^ <be British Dominions, and travelled 

W Government party crKpiired 

.t ‘Ut South Africa. The (Tovernnient party at least ouerfW tr/ 1 

1(S' II'" U,.| „I,|, I,; s“lk 


Dr. 8YAMAPRASAD MOOKERJEE: 


Mr Dpptity Sppiilior, Sir, I 


r 1 ■ 1 ii i rspeaKcr, ^]r I 

feel Mnpi>e,l that no one M.pport.ntr the Ministry has risen to .port ihe 
rule,s as proiawea hy Sir Nazinmtldin. Imlee.l, Sir, the haltin;r spokesman 
of the Knropean (iroup eojild not even muster eonraRe to trive his whole 
hear ed supiiort o the rulet as iiroposed. It i.s not my business to ennii?.!' 

nor IS It the pisines., of any one in this House loin^-uire a "To what C 
the rules will take jf the Government keeps an open mind at the Select 
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Committee where it has an open majority. We are not here to anticipate 
the changes that will be made in the rules by the Select Committee; we 
are here to consider the rules as proposed, and I would ask every section of 
this House not to treat it as a party question but I would ask every member 
to put it to himself whether the rules as proposed are such that can be 
accepted by the House either in toto or even the principles underlying the 
* rules. What are the rules? The rules are that this power of compartmental 
guillotine, compartmental closure be delegated to the Governor or to the. 
Executive Government. Let me ask : Is there a i)arallel to this proposal 
in any legislature in any part of the civilised world? Up till now we have 
not received any categorical denial to this question. In fact we make bold 
to say that there is no Assembly whicli ha^i delegated this power of guillotine 
to the Executive Government. But that is the rule the principle of which 
the House is being asked by the so-called poj)ular Ministry to approve today. 

Now, Sir, the question arises, as Mr. Stark puts it: Is there any need 
for some sort of restriction to debate? Let us refer to the riffes as they 
stand now. Are the rules inadequate for the purpose? What are the rules? 
The rules say that the House can even now terminate a debate if one impor- 
tant condition is fulfilled, namely, the Speaker who does not belong to any 
^ ])arty, who is the custodian of the rights and liberties of the House — if he 
feels satisfied that such demand for closure is not calculated to infringe the 
rights of the Opposition and is not intended to be an abuse of the rules, 
then the Speaker will leave the matter to be decided by the House. Mark 
tile words — “the rights of the Opposition^’. The Opposition does count in 
the matter of closing of the debate. It is not that the majority of tlie House 
feels that reasonable debate has taken place and im'med lately the Speaker 
accepts and allows the matter to be put before th(‘ House. 

The Siieaker has to decide the question whteher there has been a 

reasonable debate and whether the right of the minority has been properly 
prote(‘ied or not. Let me ask: Has there iieen any one single occasion 
when the Speaker has failed to discharge this duty? Let us faee facts as 
they are. You are thinking of the Secondary Education Bill. W^hat part 
did" the Speaker play in connection with tlie Secondary Education Bill? 
liCt me recall very briefly that a general discussion of the Secondary 

Education Bill went on not through the intervention of the Speaker but as 

a result of an agreement between the Government and Opjiosition ; the 
S]>eaker did not come into the picture at all for the long iieriod that took in 
the general discussion of the Secondary Education Bill. Then on that 
fateful day which was determined t-o he the date on which the general 
discussion wH)uld terminate, there "was that u])set regarding Mr. Tulsi 
(lhaiidra Goswami. But what did the Speaker do at tliat stage? Somel)ody on 
behalf of the Government gx)t up and moved the closure motion. The Speaker 
iU'cepted the closure motion. The S])euker felt that there was a sufficient 
debale, and if the Opposition wanted to take an obstructionist attitude the 
Speaker did not come to the help of the Opposition. AVe did not like it: 
we raised a iioint of order and the Speaker alhuved discussion on the point 
of order—lMuulvi Mon.\.\rMKD Israii. : For how many days?) Sir, I hope 
you will not allow him to interrupt me. I^et him follow me; that will 
do him some good. The Speaker did not do anything with regard to the 
closure motion. The Speaker said that he should allow the debate on the 
question wliether the Speaker’s ruling wa.s correct or not and ultimately 
let it l>e recorded that the Speaker did put the motion to the vote. The 
Speaker did not accept the point of order which the Opposition had raised. 
We had something to say against the Speaker on that occasion. The 
^eaker does not require any defence from me or from any member of this 
House but let us put the facts on record. Wha\ has happened in the Bengal 
Lejrislative Asaembly which requires such a drastic rule to be proposed 
which is unparalleled ini tne history of any legislative chamber throughout 
the civilised world. What has happened? (A member from the Coalition 

/ 
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Benches: Nothing). That is good. Sir, I am glad that my speaking for 
a few minutes has enabled the gentleman, whoever he may be, to speak 
out the truth at least once in his life. What was the procedure adopted in 
the Secondaij Education BiliP I-iet us put the facts from both points of 
view. The Government Party wanted that the Secondary Education Bill 
must be pushed through. The Ministerial Party wanted that there should 
be no delay whatsover. They wanted that the Secondary Education Bill 
should be taken into consideration at once. That was the i>oint of view 
of the Ministerial Party. lict me concede for the time being that -the 
Ministerial Party honestly felt that that was their right demand. What 
did the Opposition say? The Opposition demanded that the Bill of that 
magnitude on which there was such strong (Jifferences of opinion should 
be referred to a Select Committee. 

Now, any Government worth its name that wanted to run a Parliamen- 
tary constitution on democratic lines would have uccepted the KUirReHtion of 
the Gpincjition and some settlement could have been arrived at. Our friend* 
here to the left the Kuroi.ean Parly, supimsed to remain in a neutral Bone, 
p.ayed an i^'iioble jiart on that oceusion. It could have turned the table 
on either side but it did not want to play the part wliieh these 25 honou- 
rable {jentlemeii are expected to play and lor which purpose tliev were uiven 
he seats which tlicy do not deserve in tliis lIou.se. The result was that 
Hiere was h-'-lnii.' on both sides. The whole iliiiiK was mishandled. It 
uas hunslcd by the Sliiiistry in power. There was some .sort of .liscussion 
ns t . 1 V! T- Minister. Itut what was the 

Im the It n 1 "US a pistol at the head of the Gpjiosilion 

hut till Itill shall he proi-eeded with whether there is any ujrreement or 

-Vfter ali tile' “i" \ ’’“rl.V or‘, this (|uestion. 

15 months* T ; Hicm— reiimined in the Om.osilion for nearly 

0 mon IS. Le( me a-k hem, is .t the afliinde wliieli can honestly and 

"■ 


^L*H'on‘t sir’N^£.lS ever 


. point out 
this Bengal 


— j me ouHirucuveness of the been applied 

the pos^*r IS there, the power is in the hands of the li' „ 

honestly, provided it^t^'^’ 

manner, put the closure motion according 'ti theTullL^t ioua //e 
“ the Sut"the“.r:r confidence 7f KajS 

can ^ 


H»use. the^ lI^X^h^r^Tyr crte”Th'"l^'■‘^ 
no-confidence motion against the Speaker by drawfn J on » 

against him, do so and let us face the Question ? charge-sheet 

constitution— what Httle w# have got unLr the tike 

in which you propose to do. Ills a mockery ^*** “*“ner 
whatever little poster has been given toThis 

AS soms 
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pet lambs to hand over to the tiger sitting over there. The Governor will 
act on the advicje of the Ministry. Whether the Governor will act on the 
advice of the Ministry or will not is a question which I do not propose to 
discuss today. But tiie whole thing, apart from its legal implication, is 
constitutionally absurd, is rotten, is unheard of in any civilised country 
throughout tlje world. You want the Government to fix a date. Before 
seeing the Bill, before knowing what the amendments are, before even 
discovering what the attitude ot the House will be, the Government will sit 
down and fix the time-limit. It comes as an {ps§ dixit from the Govern- 
ment that only for so manv'days the House can discuss a particular Bill, 
not a Government Bill alone but all Bills, Bills proposed by non-official 
members, l^fiat can be restricted at any stage and why should such a pro- 
j)osal hav^ been made. If you feel that the proposal is bad, if Sir 
Nazirnuddin now feels that be has brought forward a proposal which he has 
not the courage and temerity to justify before tlie House, let him withdraw 
the proposal, let him bring other rules which we shall be in a position to 
examine on thei|* merits and then decide whether any changes ^should be 
made or not. ^ 

1 think, Sir, the procedure proposed to be adoi)ted is a most o]>jection- 
able one. Rules that are brought arc acknowledged to be bad. It is said 
that the main aspect of tlie rule will ])e changed and we do not know w'hat 
tlhat change will lx*. Wo are told, let us go to the Select Committee, we 
shall change there. 

Now let me nd'or, Sir, to some of the Parliaiuentar}' example.^ in the 
House of (kunmons. I do not wish to quote from the speech of Mr. Asquith 
w'hich mv friend Roi Hayendra Nath Chaudhuri has just now done. What 
liapnened in the House of Commons? There was no*. (dosiire motion at all 
m tlie first stage. The Speaker during the Irish debate invoked the inh<‘reut 
right to put the motion before the House. That was the first stage. Then 
later on tlie power was taken by the House to pass a (dosun^ motion provided 
a certain number of memliers voted for sindi inotion. It was not left to a 
bare majority of the House; and t)hen the Speaker’s assent was necessary — 
mark it — even then the Speaker liad to eome into the picture and later on 
a rule was passed that tlie House by standing orders could limit the discus- 
sion on particular Bills. That power was taken by the House of Commons, 
not the Executive (iovernment; no one could dream of suggesting that the 
Executive Government he given the power to regulate the time-limit of the 
discussion of the Bill. Althouc^h such a power has been taken by the House, 
sec how that power has actually operated in practice. It lias" rarely been 
given effect to. It has rarely been utilised to put an end to any reasonable 
debate. Thus writes Graham in the Mother of Parliaments: “In spite 
however of many efforts which have been made to accelerate business the 
parliamentary machine moves but slowly and the time spent in discussing 
any measure to wtliicb there is active, sincere and persistent opposition shows 
no signs of diminishing in length,” Thus the Home Rule Bill, 1893, 
nMiuired 180 divisions and the Education Bill, 1902, required 295 divisions; 
over the Finance Bill, 1909, Parliament spent something like 740 hours and 
divided not less than 420 times. Calculate that 740 hours in terms of 
flittings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly, which come to only 15 months. 
In other words if the House wants to exercise this extraordinary power 
w'ith regard to a measure like the Secondary Education Bill on which there 
had been more than 3,000 arneiidments, it will take on this precedent 
alone, when the House had the power, not less than 15 months unless it 
comes to some agreement between Goveniment and the Opposition. 

Now, Sir, it may be ashed: well, the Speaker is given the power. In 
the House of Commons the Swaker never objects to the closure motion being 
put — far from it. The Speaker in the House of Commons is not afraid of 
tihe majority of the Government party that may be in power. He is there 
to discliarg© his duties feaiiessly, without any fear or expertation of favour, 
and he doea so — mark you—with the co-operation of all'^sides. There is no 
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question of the Government party feeling irritated because the Speaker may 
not accept a closure motion, and what does Jennings say in his authoritative 
book? He says: '‘It is not unusual for the Speaker to refuse to accept 
a closure motion whether it is moved by a Government Whip or by any other 
member. On being asked if ever there was a case of Government being 
beaten on a closure motion which the Government has asked for, Mr. Lloyd 
George replied ‘no’, but there have been numerous cases where the Simaker 
has refused and intimated to the Government party that he would not put 
the closure motion if it were moved.’* Mr. Hamsay MacDonald observed 
that “closure is never moved now in the House of Commons unless it is 
' thought that the Speaker or the Chairman was going to accept it.” That 
is the sort of precedent that is being enacted and followed by the House of 
Commons, and I am surprised to find, Sir, that these friends of ours, the 
British representative in this country, are helping in the passing of a 
^monstrous rule like this for which there is no parallel in any part of tho 
civilised world. (Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri : They have lost their 
British origin.) (Laughter.) 

Sir, the whole ])rln('iple has been discussed in several celebrated books 
on constitutional practice. After all, the maiority must rule. After all. 
the Opposition must also function, and the credit must lie to the House ana 
to the parties which are represented hy members sitting in the House to 
come to such an understanding amongst themselves that both may function 
to the best interests of the province as a whole. Now, mark, Sir, how the 
whole matter has been put in a nut-shell in this way: “On the one hand 
the legislative proposals placed before Parliament by the Government must 
be promptly despatched. On the other, the minority miwt, under certain 
circumstances, l>e givou a chance of postponing the decision of Parliament 
as to some particular subject or even at times of preventing its ever being 
reached. These conflicting requirements may botn under different condi- 
tions become absolute necessities of State to the securing of which the order 
of the business and its treatment by the Speaker must contribute. It is 
left to that individual who <’an hold the scales even and not allow the 
minority to he crushed by the majority. Protection of the majority 
against obstruction and protection of minority against oppression are both 
alike the functions of the Chair, and I say that even with regard to the 
Secondary Education Bill the majority w'as protected although the minority 
felt that it was oppressed by the ruling of tne Chair. 

Sir, “two fundamental principles” Jennings put it “must govern the 
procedure of any House of Commons. They are that Government shall, so 
long as it maintains a majority, he able to secure' such legal powers as it 
considers necessary for administration and that the minorities, however 
small, shall be able to critiri.se that administration. The true function of 
a House is to question and debate the policy of Government. In so doing, 
it can bring home to the Government tlie unpopularity of a particular line 
of policy or measure.” Mark, Sir, what follows: “How the majority 
party in the House of Commons on numerous occasions has been compelled 
to withdraw particular measures^ because of the persistent and sincere 
opposition put forward by the minority party and because of the feeling in 
the country outside the leg^islature. No one who within a few years has 
seen one of the strongest Governments of recent history bow to criticisms 
in the House and withdraw measures like the Unemployed Assistants 
Regulation, 1934, denounce the Hoare-Laval Agreement, 1934, withdraw 
the Coal Mines Bill, 1936, withdraw the proposals for National Defence 
Contribution, 1937, can doubt the influence of Parliamentary d^afe upon 
Government proposals.** What is being proposed to be done is to cut at 
the root of any democratic constitution that can function anywhere in the 
world. »Sir, “time** observed Lord Randolph Churchill on behalf of Govern- 
ment in power “is the life filood of a Government**. To that rallied Sir 
Austen Chamberlain that “it is the legijimate Aiiv^tion of the exposition 
to bleed the Goverilment to death*’. That is the legitimate function of 
28 
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the Opposition according to a man a little Hgher at least tlian those who 
are sitting to my left. (Laughter.) It is the legitimate nght of the 
Opposition to bleed the Government to death. 

! Sir I shall make this appeal to the members of the Government party. 
We are fighting on measures on which Government party may feel that 
they imust be aaopted and the Opposition may feel that they must be reject- 
ed. But let us not ruin the very little power that the Constitution has 
given us. You are in power today ; you may be in the Opposition tomorrow. 
(Cries of “no, no“ from ministerialist benches.) It is a special power 
which you are devising, and it has happened in history many a time that 
special powers which are devised by a party in power for the purpose of 
crushing the minority come back witn a boomerang against particular party 
within a very short time. 

Let us not play with fire. Let us try to establish precedents and con- 
ventions which we can proudly and legitimately hand over to posterity. 
After all, our object is to facilitate the business of the House and there 
the rules which have been formulated are more than adequate tg meet the 
situation. I, therefore, oppose the entire proposal that there should be 
any consideration or any reference to a Select Committee so far as these 
proposed amendments are concerned. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: How long will the Assembly 
sit tonight ? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Just a few minutes more. 

Tht Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Mr. Deputy Speaker, when 
1 decided to bring this propo8i,tion before the House, I gave it a very serious 
consideration and it was with a full sense of responsibility that I placed my 
proposition before this House. I would like to state that members on this 
side of the House who are supporting this proposition do not yield to any 
one on the other side in their love for freedom of debate and for njaintain- 
ing the rights and privileges of this House. Sir, we have listened for two 
days to speeches, to quotations from books, to sermons on what is the ideal 
way of conducting the proceedings of this House. In short. I would only 
say this that despite everything that has been said from tne other side 
you will find that the country whose methpds of ccinducting business have 
been quoted has adopted the principle of guillotine procedure and 
Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee who has castigated the European members on 
his left should remember that in their own country and in their legislature 
in spite of what Dr. Mookerjee has cited and in spite of everything that 
he has said, the members of the House of Commons have felt the need 
and necessity of providing for the guillotine procedure in spite of the fact 
that they have got the closure procedure as well. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: This is French guillotine. 

Dr. SYAMAPRASAD MOOKERJEE. Power has not been given to the 
Governor. 

Tht Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I maintain that that is a 
purely minor issue. At the time when I moved the motion, I made it clear 
that that was not a fundamental question. These debates should have been 
concentrated on the question whether the guillotine procedure itself was 
wrong or right. As regards the method in which we are going to intro- 
duce that procedurOj it is certainly a question which is open to debate but 
certainly not open to all that has been said from the otner side. If you 
analyse the speeches of honourable members from the other side, you will 
find that they have not sjJoken on the question whether the manner in 
which the guillotine procedure is going to be operated is objectionable or 
not, but they have objected to the whole thii^. From Dr. Mookerjee 'a 
speech and from the way in which he has concluded by opposing the whole 
thing, I maintain that he has really i 
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Hr, M. 8HAMSUDDIN AHMAD: Bungled. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, he hm tried to mislead 

the House with his quotations by trying to show that in those countries 
there is no guillotine procedure and what is more those peimle who have 
written about the privileges of the Opposition to bleed the Government to 
death meant that there ^ould be no guillotine procedure. We find how- 
ever in actual practice in England » not from toaay but from 1887, they 
have adopted the guillotine procedure and in spite of the quotations that 
Dr. Mookerjee has read out to you, it will be found that on 39 occasions 
between 1887 and 1932, guillotine has been used in the House of Commons* 
Let us look at it purely on the merits of the question. Dr. Syamaprasad 
Mookerjee waxed eloquent for 25 minutes on the provisions in our rules for 
closure and tried to make out that “as long as the closure is there why 
worry : you can get anything done, you can always put an end to the length 
of the debate”. I would like to mention here that on the principle that 
there shoul^be some limitation of debate we have provided that there should 
be a closure. The liber tv of freedom in regard to speech ad ininitum has 
never been permitted, (interruption.) We are going a step further and 
why! Dr. Mookerjee has repeatedly asked why we want tne guillotine 
procedure and I will tell him why. 1 will not take up the time of the House 
by replying to his remarks about the Secondary Eaucation Bill where too 
in regard to certain facts which he has mentioned he is not right. For 
example, the debate w’ent on for a very long time. There was no agree- 
ment till the last few days. It was only in the last few days that there 
was an agreement. Before that, the discussion was being prolonged in 
spite of the fact that the Government wanted to have a vote much earlier. 

Dr. SYAMAPRASiW MOOKERdEE: Why did you not move a 
closure motion ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Because we were given to 
understand that the debate would be concluded on that day. 

Dr. SYAMAPRASAD MOOKERdEE: Absolutely false. 

The Hon’bl. Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIll: I do not want to go into 
that; nor w^juld 1 like to say anything about Government not referring it 
to the Select (Committee. For the last 12 years or even longer than that, 
the Secondary Education Bill has not been allowed to go through the House. 
For more than 15 years Government have tried their best to get the 
Secondary hlducatinn Bill through the House but they have been thwarted. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Question, question. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Because the Government 
felt that this demand for referring the Bill to the Select rnmmittee was not 
genuine hut merely a dilatory procedure, they did not yield. I will not 
go further into that. I forget the Secondary Education Bill for the time 
being. I am not talking of anything that has taken place in the past. I 
will tell you about the future. It is possible for any 20 members or even 
15 members to submit 2,000 amendments on a Bill if they like to keep it 
pending before the House for more than a year. Ixit the Opposition say 
how, with the best of willingness on the part of the Speaker, with the best 
of willingness on the part of the rest of the members (that is to say 23() 
members as against 20 members) you can prevent 20 members from bolding 
up a Bill for one year? If thev choose to put in 2,000 amendments, I am 
sure that it is not very difficult. (Interruption.) When we were in the 
Opposition, we were only 40 members then. Goveinment brought in a Bill 
containing Only one clause and we were prepared to give notice of 500 
amendments on that one clause Bill and to keep the l&use going 10 to 16 
weeks when the Government Wanted to have it passed in two days. 

Dr. SYAMAPRASAD MOOKERdEE: Then inSt^dnce these rules when 

you are in the Opposition. 
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The Hon'bto Khwaja Sir NAZIMUpOIN: Sir, we had been in the 
Opposition and we know what it is to be in the Opposition and knowing 
this fact we have brought this thing in deliberately because we feel that if 
you are going through important legislations unless there is something like 
this thing on your rule book you mav not be able to carry on the business 
of the House properly. But generally it is not necessary to take the help 
of such rules. In spite of the pretentions of Dr. Mookerjee about his point 
of order, he has been irrelevant because he says that if you have a rule for 
guillotine it must be used. The mere fact that it is there will act as a 
preventive measure against deliberate obstruction. (Loud noise from the 
Opposition benches.) Sir, I fully agree with Dr. Mookenee when lie says 
that in politics there is no such thing as a permanen^. Today we are here 
hut tomorrow we may be there in the Opposition. Knowing all this if we 
as a Government want to do anything good to the province as Mr. Stark 
has very pertinently observed, the number of legislative measures in the 
Bengal Legislative Assembly is going to be doubled or trebled in the years 
to come, if we can miss this measure which will prevent the vesi*ed interests 
from obstructing the Government to do something in the interests of the 
masses. We know, Sir, that the present Opposition up to now have always 
opposed and always obstructed every measure that has been brought for the 
amelioration of the condition of the masses (Loud noise from tne Opposi- 
tion benches.) 8ir, I hope the motion which I have moved will be 
supported by every section of the House and that the amendments will not 
be pressed, but if pressed w’e will have to oppose them. 

Sir, I beg also to move that after the word '‘five” in the last line of the 
motioi^ for referring the amendments to the Bengal Legislative Assembly 
Procedure Rules to a Select Committee the following be added, namely; — 
“and that the Select Committee shall choose a member of the Com- 
mittee to be their Chairman”. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERilEE: Sir, I rise on a point of order 
on the amendment just now moved. My point of order is that this amend- 
ment is out of order. If you refer to rule 115, you'W’ill find that the proce- 
dure contained in these rules Yor the consideration of Bills, shall, so far as 
may he, apply to a motion for leave to amend these rules and by virtue of 
this rule the procedure which has been adopted by Sir Nazim uddin for the 
proposed changes havS been followed. My point of order is that the Select 
Committee cannot choose its Chairman. If you refer to rule 54, you will 
find that in the formation of a Select Committee rule 54 (J) says that the 
Minister in charge of the department to whicdi a Bill relates shall, if he is 
a member of the Assembly, ordinarily be Chairman of the Committee, 
provided that in the case of a Committee of the whole Assembly, the Chair- 
man shall be the Speaker or a member appt)iuted by him. So far as this 
Select Committee is concerned, which is concerned with proposals in the 
nature of a Bill, there is no Minister in charge of this department. There 
IS no Minister in charge of the Legislative Assembly yet, and Sir Nazim- 
uddin has not moved his proposal as Minister in charge of a depiirtment; 
he has moved as Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin, as a member of this House. I 
do not think it will be contended that there is any Minister in charge of 
the department. If that had been so, this amendment would have been 
unnecessary because Sir Nazimuddin would have been the Chairman 
ex-officio. If you look at the other rules you will find that there is no 
provision whatsoever as to how a Chairman of a Committee of the kind that 
the Assembly is going to ap^int for the first time today since the passing 
of these rules will be selected. On the other hand if yoii refer to rule 112, 
you will find that there is a provision for the constitution of a Committee of 
public accounts and there sub-clause (4) says that the Chairman of that 
Committee shall he elected by the Committ^ from among their members. 
That was the specific prpvision made under the rules for the selection of the 
Chairman of the Public Accounts Committee. Rule* 126 refers to another 
Committee, the Committee of Privileges. There if you refer to rule 126(i), 
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you will find that the Chairman of the Committee is the Deputy Specter. 
That also the House decided by rules that the Chairman of tne Committee 
of Privileges will be the Deputy Speaker. If you refer to rule 82, there 
18 a third Committee, the Committee of Petitions, and there also the Chair- 
man shall be the Deputy Speaker. So here in the rules that the Assembly 
have passed there are four kinds of Chairman oontemplated of Committeee. 
One is the Chairman of the Select Committee of which the Minister in 
charge will be the Chairman ; the second is the Public Accounts Committ^ 
of which the Chairman will be elected by the Comniittee itself; the third is 
the Committee of Privileges of which the Deputy Speaker is the Chairman 
and the foiirth is the Committee of Petitions where also the Deputy Speaker 
is the Chairman. I, therefore, urge that under rule 116 this is a matter 
which is not j)rovi(led for under the rules and it is only the Sin^ker who can 
decide what should be done in such a case. The House cannot anmnd ike 
rules by a resolution. That, I believe, Sir Nazimuddin will admit.^ What 
he propose^ to dg now is to amend the rules by means of a rc'solution saying 
that the Chairman will be elected by the Committee iteelf. In my submis- 
sion this is a case which should be governed by rule 116. The Speaker may 
by orders not inconsistent with these rules jtrovide for mutters for whicn 
no provision lias been made and may give such directions as may be neces- 
sary for giving eflect to these rules and such orders. Therefore, Sir, in 
my subniis_sioii his amendment is clearly out of order. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Dr Mookefjee, let me in the meantime put 
the other motions to vote and I will hoar the Hou’ble Khwaja Sir Nazim- 
uddin and make my decision. 

The motion of Mr. Sa.sanka Sekhar Sanyal that the proposed draft 
amendments be referred to a Committee of the whole Assembly with 
iii.stnictioris to .submit tlieir report by the 31st of December, 1945, and that 
the quomm of the said Committee be fixed at fifty, was then pul and u divi- 
sion taken with tlie following re.sult: — 


Abdul Wahed, Maulvl. 

Abdur Razzak, Maulvl. 

BadI Ahmed Choudhury, Khan Bahadur 
Haji. 

Badrudboja, Mr. 8yed. 

Baneriee, Mr. Pramatha Nath. 

Bhawmik, Or. Gobinda Chandra. 
Chaudhuri, Ral Harendra Nath. 

Dutta Gupta, Mitt Mira. 

Edbar, Mr. Upendranath. 

Ghote, Mr. AtuI Krithna. 

Glatuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Natan All Chowdhury, Mr. 8yed. 
Kumar, Mr. AtuI Chandra. 

Kundu, Mr. NIthItha Nath. 

Lahirl, Babu Athutoth. 

Majumdar, Mrt. Hemaprova. 


Abdul Hahz, Mr. MIrza. 

Abdul Hakim, Maulvl (Mymtntingh). 
Abdul Hakim Vlkrampuri, Maulvl Md. 
Abdul Hamid Shah, Maulvl. 

Abdul Majtd, Mr. Syed (Noakhall). 
Abdul Mbtalab Malik, Or. 

Abdur Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. F. M. 
Abdur Raur, Khan Bahadur Maulvl S« 
(Howrah}. 

Abdur Rauf, Khan Bahadur Shah 
(Rangpur). ^ 

Abm Fatl, Mr. Md. 

AbiH Matud, Kail. • 

Abul Quaaaiii, Maulvi. 

Ahmad HoMiii, Mr. 


Mandal, Mr. Birat Chandra. 

Maqbul HoMln, Mr. 

Mookerjaa, Or. Syamapratad. 

Muhammad Afzal, Khan Bahadbr Maulvi 
Syed. 

Natkor, Mr. Ham Chandra. 

Ramizuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Roy, Mr. Charu Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. Manmatha Hath. 

Roy, Mr. Patiram. 

Sanyal, Mr. Satanka Sokhar. 

Sen, Mr. AtuI Chandra. 

Shahedall, Mr. 

Shamsuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Slngha, Maharaja Bhupondra Chandra, 
of Suung. 

Thakur, Mr. Pramatha Ranjan. 


Alfazuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvl. 

Amir Ail Mia, Maulvi Md. 

Aulad Hottain Khan, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvl. 

Barma, tha Hon'blo Mr. Pr^nharl. 
Birkmyrc Sir Henry, Bart 
Bliwaa, Babu Lakabml Harayan. 

Bliwat, Mr. Rialk Lai. 

Chakrabarty, Babu Narondra Harayan. 
Chippandala, Mr. J. W. 

Cla^ Mr# i. A, 

Oka, Ral Samb Anukul Chandra. 

Data, Babu Jloba n d ra Mslii. 

Emdadut Kail. 
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Farliitt Bano Khamuiii Btgum. 

Qtia^, Khan Bahailtir Maiilvl. 
Failur Rahman, Mr. (Oaooa). 

Fazlur Rahman, Khan Bahadur (Myman* 
Singh). 

Farguton, Mr. F. F. M. 

Bfadding, Mr. 0., C.I.E. 

Qoiam RabbanI Ahammad, Maulvi. 
Ooiwami, the Hon'ble Mr. Tula! Chandra. 
Qupta, Mr. J. N. 

Gurung, Mr. Damber BIngh. 

Oyatuddin Ahmed Choudhury, AlhadJ. 
Haftxuddin Chotidhurl, Maulvi. 
Hamtduddin Ahmad, Khan Sahib. 
Haywood, Mr. Rogers. 

HIrtzel, 'Mr. M. A. F., O.B.E. 
ilasimudfn Ahmed, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi! 

Kabiruddin Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 
Leiik, Mr. John. 

Mointoih, Mr. G.. C.B*E. 

Mandal, Mr. Amrita Lai. 

Mandal, Mr. Banku Beharl. 

Mandal, Mr. Jagat Chandra. 

Mandal. the Hon'ble Mr. Jogendra Nath. 
Methold, Mr. J. H. 

Mohammed All, Khan Bahadur. 

Morgan, Mr. G., C.I.E. 

Muhammad Abdul Halim Molfa, Mr. 
Muhammad Ibrahim, Maulvi. 

Muhammad Ishaque, Maulvi. 


Muhammad Israll, Maulvi. 

Mufcerjea, the Hon*ble Mr. Taraknath, 
M.B.E. 

Mufllek, Mr. Mukunda Behary. 

Muillok, the Hon'Me Mr. Fulin Behary. 
Musharruff Hossain, the Hon'ble Nawab, 
Khan Bahadur. 

Mustagawsal Haque, Mr. 8yed. 
Nazimuddin, the Hon*ble Khwaja Sir, 
K. C.I.E. 

Fain, the Hon*ble Mr. Barada Frounna. 
Ralkut, Mr. Frasanna Oeb. 

Razaur Rahman Khan, Mr. 

Roy, Mr. DhananJoy. 

Roy, Mr. Fatiram. 

Sadaruddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Serajul Islam, Mr. 

Shahabuddin, the Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja, 
C.B.E. 

Singha, Babu Kshetra NatlC 
Sirdar, Babu Litta Munda. 

Smart, Mr. J. N. 

Smyth-Osbourne, Mr. D. G. 

Stark, Mr. A. F. 

Stevenson, Mr. R. A. H. 

Suhrawardy, the Hon'ble Mr. H. S. 
Tamtzuddin Khan, the Hon’ble Mr. 
Thorman, Mr. C. M. 

Walker, Mr. J. R. 

Yusuf All Choudhury, Mr. 

Zlllur Rahman Shah Choudhury, Maulvi. 

81, tlie motion ^as lost. 


The Ayes being 31 and the Noes 


Mfi DEPUTY SPEAKERS The question before the House is the motion 
of Mr. Fazlur Rahman that the following names be added to the personnel 
of the Select Committee, namely 

Mfi 3A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYALS On a point of order. Before 
the substantive motion of the Select Committee comes the motion for 
inclusion cannot come in. 


Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKERS Then I will have to put the original motion 
hrat. , ^ 

The motion of the Hon^ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin that the draft 
amendments of the Bengal Legislative Assembly Procedure Rules be referred 
to a Select Committee, was then put and a division taken with the followinir 
result;— ® 


AYE8-g2. 


Abdul Nafiz, Mr. MIru. 

Abdul Hakim, Maulvi (Myrnantliigh). 
Abdul Hakim VIkrampurl, Maulvi Md. 
Abdul Hamid Shah, Maulvi. 

Abdul Majid, Mr. Syad (Noakhall). 
Abdul Motalab Malik, Dr. 

Abdur Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. F. M 
Abdur Rauf, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 8 
(Howrah). 

Abdur Rauf, Khan Bahadur Shal 
(Rangpur). , 

Abul Fail, Mr. Md. 

Abul Maaud, Kail. 

Abul Qnaaom, Maulvi. 

Ahmad Namln, Mr. 

AlfaiuddM Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvi, 
Amir All Mia, Maulvi Md. 

Bahadur 

Mmdvl. 


Han. 

Bm, tha Hmi*Ma Mr. Frmnharl. 
Birkmm, Bir Manly, BaiV 


Bliwai, Babu Lakihmi Narayan. 

BItwat, Mr. Ratik Lai. 

Chakrabarty, Babu Narandra Narayan. 
Chlppandala, Mr. J. W. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Oai, Ral Sahib Anukul Chandra. 

Dam, Babu Oabandra Nath. 

Emdadul Haqua, Kail. 

Farhut Bano Khanam, Bagum. 

Failul Quadir, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 
Failur Rahman, Mr. (Oaooa). 

Failur Rahman, Khan Bahadur (Mymaii- 
ilngh). 


rargutan, Mr. F. F. M. 

Gladding, Mr. 0., C.I.E. 

Goiam Rabbani Ahammad, Maulvi. 
GaawamI, tha Han’bia Mr. Tulti Chandra. 
Qupu, ^r. J. N. 

Gurung, Mr. Oambar Singh. 

Gyaauddin Ah 


Naywoad, Mr. Ratara. 


Ahmad Chaudhury, ABiadl. 
ChauAiurl, MaulvL 
I Ahmad, khan BiMb. 
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HirtMl, Mr. M. A. F., O.B.E. 
Jattmuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvl. 

K^Mruddin Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulwi. 
Lalak, Mr. John. 

MoIntOth, Mr. G., C.B.E. 

Mandat, Mr. Amrita Lai. 

Mandat, Mr. Banku Bahari. 

Mandat, Mr. Jagat Chandra. 

Mandat, tha Hon*ble Mr. Jogandra Nath. 
Mathold, Mr. J. H. 

Mohammad Alt, Khan Bahadur. 

Morgan, Mr. G., C.t.E. 

Muhammad Abdul Halim Motia, Mr. 
Muhammad Ibrahim, Maulvi. 

Muhammad Ishaqua, Maulvi. 

Muhammad Israil, Maulvi. 

Mukarjaa, tha Hon’bla Mr. Taraknath, 
M.B.E. » 

Mullick, Mr. Mukunda Bahary. 

Mulliok, tha Hon’bia Mr. Putin Bahary. 
Musharruff Hoaaain, tha Hon'bla Nawab, 
Khan Bahadur. 


Muatagawtal Hahua, Mr. MfML 
Naalmuddifi, tha N«i*hlt Khirala Sir, 
K.C.I.E. 

Pitn, tha Hon'bla Mr. Barada ProMima. 
Ralkut, Mr. Pratanna Dab. 

Raiaur Rahman Khan, Mr, 

Roy, Mr. Dhananjoy. 

Sadaruddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Sarajul Islam, Mr. 

Shahabuddin, tha Hon'bla Mr. Khaiaja, 
C B E« 

Sln^, Babu Kshatra Nath. 

Sirdar, Babu Litta Munda. 

Smart, Mr. J. N. 

Smyth*Osbouma, Mr. D. Q. 

Stark, Mr. A. F. 

Stavanson, Mr. R. A. H. 

Suhrawardy, tha Hon'bla Mr. H. $. 
Tamizuddin Khan, tha Hon'bla Mr. 
Thorman, Mr. C? M. 

Walkar, Mr. J. R. 

Yusuf Ail Choudhury, M^. 

Xillur Rahman Shah Choudhury, Maulvl. 


NOES— 20. 


Abdul Wahad, Maulvi. 

Abdur Razzak, Maulvi. 
Badruddoja, Mr. Syad. 

Banarjaa, Mr. Pramatha Nath. 
Bhawmik, Dr. Gobinda Chandra. 
Chaudhuri, Rai Harandra rlath. 
Outta Gupta, Mist Mira. 

Edbar, Mr. Upandranath. 

Ghoaa, Mr. AtuI Krishna. 
Giasuddin *Ahmad, Mr. 

Haun All Chowdhury, Mr. Syod. 
Kumar, Mr. AtuI Chandra. 
Kundu, Mr. Nishitha Nath. 
Lahiri, Babu Ashutoah. 
Majumdar, Mrs. Hamaprova. 


Mandal, Mr. Birat Chandra. 

Maqbul Hoaain, Mr. 

Mookarlaa, Dr. Syamaprasad. 

Muhammad Afial, Khan Bahadur Maulvl 
Syad. 

Naskar, Mr. Ham Chandra. 

Ramizuddin Ahmad. Mr. 

Roy, Mr. Charu Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath. 

Roy, Mr. Patiram. 

Sanyal, Mr. Sasanka Stkhar. 

San, Mr. AtuI Chandra. 

Shahadali. Mr. 

Shamsuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Thakur, Mr. Pramatha Ranjan. 


The Ayes beinff 82 and the Noes 29 the motion was carried. 

The motion of Mr. Fazlur Rahman that the following names be added to 
the personnel of the Select Committee, namely : — 

Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal, 

Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri, 

Mr. Abul Hosain Ahmed, 

Mr. Upendranath Edbar, 
was then put and agreed to. 

The motion of Mr. Giasuddin Ahmed that in place of Maulvi Abu Hossain 
Sarkar the name of Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy be substituted, was then 
put and agreed to. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that for the figures and words 
“17th December, 1944“ in the main motion for referring the amendments 
to the Select Committee, the figures and words “15th January, 1945“ be 
substituted, was then put and agreed to. 

The Hoii’bis Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: Sir, I do not want to take 

much time of the House. The point here is that there is no provision in 
the rules, and it is open to the House to pass a resolution suggesting as to 
*who should be Che Chairman. If this motion had been left without any 
such resolution, then I submit that section 116 giving authority to the 
Speaker would nave come in. * But in view of the fa^t that there is actually 
no rule, and we are not amending the rules, the mouM is mainly t^ing 
action to provide SQifiething which is not 'there, and that 1 submit, is the 
legitimate right of the House. It is neither an amendment nor a motmn 
nor anything at all. ^ 
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Dr. 8YAM APR ASAD MOOKERilEE: WLat is it then? 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Violation! 

The Hon'bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; It is only a resolution tliat 
“the Select Committee stall choose a member of the Committee to be the 
Chairman”. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Now >hat you have accepted the personnel 
of the S(?lect Committee 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: No, Sir, the motion regarding the 
personnel of the Select Committee has not yet been put to the House. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That may be taken up later on. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I submit that the motion re^^arding the 
personnel of the Select Committee may be taken up first. This^s a sort of 
independent motion and that can be dealt with later on. You can put the 
main motion to vote first. 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: My difficulty is that the amendment of the 
Hon’ble Chief Minister is part of the whole motion. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: My submission to you is this. It is a sort 
of an independent amendment. It is always open to the Chair to find out 
whether it is of the nature of an independent motion. I submit that it is 
of the nature of an independent motion and you can treat it as such. You 
can dispose of the main motion now and take this amendment later on. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I 
submit that the Hon’blo Prime Minister is seeking to amend rule 116 read 
w'ith rule 54. Therefore, it is a violation of these rules and I submit that 
he cannot by a special resolution by virtue of his majority get a violation 
justified. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I was under the impression that the 
primary difficulty regarding the question of the personnel of the Select 
Committee was over^ but now subsidiary difficulties have ari.sen. A point 
of order has been raised by Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee and I do not know 
whether the short notice amendment given notice of by the Hon’ble Chief 
Minister should be treated as an absolutely different motion or as a part of 
the main motion. That is my difficulty. Therefore I -will ‘ not give my 
ruling in this connection today. If I am here to-morrow, I will give mv 
ruling just aft^r question- time, but if the Hon’ble Speaker is here, he will 
give his ruling then. The House stands adjourned till 4 p.m. tomorrow. 

Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 8-10 mm. till 4 p.m. on Wednesday, 
the 13th December, 1944, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedmgt of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assmnbled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Aet» 1935. 

The Assembly inet in the Assembly House, Calcvitta, on Wednesday, [the 
13th December, 1944, at 4 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Syed Nausher Ali) in the Chair, 11 
Hon’ble Ministers and 184 members. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Dearness allowance for members of Provincial and Subordinate Services. 

55. Mr. 8UKUMAR DUTTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the "“Finance Department he pleased to state whether it is a fact. — 

(t) that the rate of dearness allowance pranted to the married officers 

of the Provincial Services is greater than that granted to the 
unmarried officer; and 

(u) that in case of the officers of subordinate services the dearness allow- 

ance granted to both the married and unmarried officers is the 
same? • 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the atlirmative, is the ITon’blo Minister 
considering the desirability of granting a greater relief to the married 
officers'of the subordinate services just as in case of the Provincial Services? 

MINISTER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tulsi Chandra Goswami): (a) Yes. 

(b) No. 

India Government grant for relief of famine^trioken people of Bengal. 

56. Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(a) what amount of money has been up till now sanctioned by the 

India (Government for relief of the famine-stricken jieople of 
Bengal ; 

(b) what amount of money out of that has been 8j)ent in which districts 

(to be shown sej^rately) ; 

(c) what amount is in hand now; 

{d) whether it is a fact that in comparison with other districts, namely, 
Dac(» and Faridpur, smaller amount has lieen spent in Chittagong, 
Noakhali and Tippera; and 

(c) if 80 , why? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea); (a) The Government of India have made a 
lump grant to this Government equal to one-half of the expenditure during 
the financial years 1943-44 and 1944-45 under the following htfads subject 
to a limjt of 10 crores: — 

(i) 54A — Famine Relief. 

(ii) 63 — ^Extraordinary^ chargee in India — Loss on sale of subsidised 

food; and 

(m) Rebabilitf^on Expenditure. 

(5) to (e) It is not possible to supply the infoimation until the accounte 
for 194446 have been doeed. \ 
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Mr, DHIREMDRA MATH DATTA: Will Ihe Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the accounts for the year 1943-44 have been closed ? 

The Hon’bid Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Relief work is being 
carried on with the Government of India’s money in continuation of the 
work done in the previous year. 

Mr. DHIREMDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether any separate account was made for the year 1943-44 ? 

The Hofl’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I cannot tell the 
honourable member what amount has been spent in the different districts 
for 1943-44, but as I have already stated, it has been from the same fund 
of the Government of India that the expenditure has been incurred. 

Enforoement of Primany Education Cess and religious teachings for students. 

67. Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to 
state— 

(a) in which districts of Bengal, the Primary Education Cess has been 

enforced and when ; 

(b) whether there is any arrangement to teach the Muslim boys and 

girls in Quoran, Namaz and in Diniyat in the districts where edu- 
cation cess has been enforced; 

(c) whether the aid of the private maulvis, pandits and munshis has 

been stopped who used to teach Iwys and j^rls in religions sub- 
jects before the enforcement of the free primary education; and 

(d) whether religious teaching has been stopped in the districts where 

free primary education has been enforced ? 

MINISTER in oharge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): (a) A statement is laid on the Table. 

(6) Yes, as far as possible with the limited number of qualified teachers, 
(c) Approved schools following the curriculum prescribed by Government 
continue to receive aid. 

(d) No. 

Statement referred to in reply to clofuse (a) of unstarred question No. 57. 


of District School Board. 

Date of levy of cess. 

M>’mensingh 

1-4-1937 

Tippera 

... 14-4-1938 

Dacca 

... 14-4-1938 

Noakhali 

... 15-4-1939 

Jalpoiguri 

... 15-4-1939 

Chittagong 

... 15-4-1939 

24-Pargana8 

... 18-10-1939 

Faridpur 

18-10-1939 

Bakarganj 

... 14-4-1940 

Bogra 

... 18-10-1940 

Pabna 

... 18-10-1940 

Nadia 

... 18-10-1940 

Murshidabad 

... 18-10-1940 

Bangpor 

...* 14-4-1940 

Dinajpur 

... 14-4-1944 

Howrah 

... lt.T-1944 
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EitifiloyeM of Moiitta Univortity. 

M Mr. MD. ABDUL HAKIM VIKRAMPURIS WUl the Hoxi’ble 

Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to lay on Jtho 
Table a statement showing — 

(a) the present number and designations of the employees of all grades 
of the Calcutta University including that of the Science OoUegei 
Calcutta; and 

(h) the number of the employees of each community separately, i.e.,— 
(i) Caste Hindus, 

(u) Muslims, 

(lit) Christians, and 
(iv) Scheduled Castes? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: A statement is laid on jihe 
Table. • 

Statement referred to in reply to vnstarrcd question No, 

(a) The present number of the employees of all grades of the Calcutta 
-University including tte Science College, Calcutta, is 1,*118 and their 


designations are as detailed below — 

Registrar ... ... ... |I 

Assistant Registrar ... .... ... ... 1 

Controller ... ... ... ^.. 1 

Assistant Controller ... ... ... ... 1 

Audit Officer ... ... ... ... 1 

Inspector of Colleges ... ... ... ... 1 

Inspectress of Hostels and Messes ... ... ... 1 

Engineer (Part time) ... ... ... ... 1 

Overseer ... ... ... ... 1 

Medical Adviser ... ... ... ... 1 

Secretary, Appointment and Information Board ... 1 

Secretary, Post-Graduate Teaching of Arts and Science ... 1 

Medical Officer,, Arts Mess ... ... i.. 1 

Librarian ... ... ... ... 1 

Deputy Librarian ... ... ... ... 1 

Superintendent of Library ... ... ... 1 

Superintendent, Registrar's Office ... ... 1 

Superintendent, Controller’s Office ... ... 1 

Curator, Ashutosh Museum ... ... ... 1 

Superintendent, University Press ... ... 1 

Assistant Superintendent, University Press ... ^.. 1 

Principal, University Law (-ollege ... ... ... 1 

Vice-Principal, University Law College ... 1 

Tutor librarian ... ... ... 1 

Post-Graduate Research Fellows ... ... ... 7 

Post-Graduate Research Scholars ... ' ... ... 2 

Behari I.»al Mitra Fellow ... ... ... 1 

Behari Lai Mitra Research Scholar ... ... ... 1 

Behari Lai Mitra Ladies' Hostel Medical Officer ... ... 1 

Headmaster, Ikra Scnool ... ... 1 

Teachers, Ikra School ... ... ... 8 

Diary Superintendent ... * ... ... 1 

Professors ... ... ... ... 41 

Readers ^ ... ... ... ... 4 

Lecturers ... ... ... , ... ... 234 

Research Assistants ... »... • ... ... 7 

Sir P. C. Boy Fellows ... ... • ... . .4.^ 2 

Sir J. 0. Bose Fellow ... ... «... ... 1 
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Medical Examiners 

Clerks 

Compositors 

Machine Men 

Menials 

... 

8 

... 287 
... 84 

... 60 
... 344 



Total ... 1,118 

(6)(i) Caste Hindus 
(ti) Muslims 
(lii) Christians 
(iv) Scheduled Castes 

... 

... 1,022 
... 78 

8 

... 10 



Total ... 1,118 


The numbers of (0, (^0 and (iv) may not be exactly correct as it is 
not possible to distinguish between them from their names as given in the 
records of the University. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which orcd answers were given) 

State and seourity prtaonerB detained tmd released since formation of preeent 

Ministry. 

M13. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA GANGULI; (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state the number 
up to date of — 

{%) security prisoners detained in jail for political reasons; 

(n) State prisoners; 

(Hi) women security prisoners; and 

(uO members of the Legislature detained in jail as security State 
jirisoners P 

{h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be also pleased to state — 

(i) the number of security and State prisoners released, and , 

(li) the number of i^ersons arrested and detained as security and State 
prisoners, 

since the assumption of office by the present Ministry? 

(c) Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the number of security prisoners who were arrested in 1940 and 1941 

and are detained in jail since then ; and 
(it) the numlter of such security prisoners that have been released? 

((1) Will the Hon’ble Minister l)e pleased to state whether the Govern- 
ment are considering the desirability of expediting the release of aD the 
security and State prisoners? 

(e) If the answer to (d) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleas^ to state the reasons therefor? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon*ble Khwaja Sir 
Nuimuddin): (a)(») 1,28G on the 7th November, 1944. 

(ii) 15 on the 7th November, 1944. 

(fit) 18 on the 7th November, 1944, 

(iv), 10 on the 7th November, 1944. 

(6)(t) Seourity prisoners — 663. 

State prisoners — 2. 



QUESTIONS. 


4S5 


1944.] 


(t$) Persons arrested 334, and detained as security prisoners 255. Persons 
arrested 19, and detained as State prisoners 16. 

(c) (*) Arrested in 1940 — 132. 

Still under detention— 110. 

Arrested in 1941 — 135. 

Still under detention — 126. 

(ti) Arrested in 1940 but since released — 22. 

Arrested in 1941 but since released — 10. 

(d) and (f) No. But the cases of all State and security prisoners are 
being individually reviewed and those whose continued detention is no 
longer considered necessarj' are being released. 

* Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (d) and (c), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether upait from other 
reasons Government will consider the desirability of releasing all security 
prisoners^nd Regulation prisoners in ordei- to create % favourable atmosphere 
for creating a popular front against the enemy? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have already said that those whose 
continued detention is no longer considered necessary are being released. 
Each individual case is beinji: examined by Government on its merits. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state how many have so far been released in pursuance of the policy he 
proclaims now? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I waul notice. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what procedure has Government adopted in reviewing the 
cases P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have stated that the case of each 
security prisoner is being examined by Government. So far as the review 
is concerned, the review of all the cases is being completed. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what is the procedure adopted by Government in reviewing 
the cases? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Government examines all the 
materials against each security prisoner and the review of the case of each 
pri.soner is done every six months. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government gave an opportunity to the particular 
security prisoners to present their cases before the Government for the 
purpose of helping the Government in reviewing their cases? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: All prisoners detained under the 
Ordinance have been given opportunity to pre.sent their individual case. 

8rijut MANINDRA BHU8AN 8INHA: Does Government consider the 
desirability of granting a general amnesty to all security prisoners in view 
of the fact that they are all anti-Fascist and also in view of the policy just 
now announced ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNOU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether according to the new Ordinance the charges that are 
required to be fo^arded to the secim^y prisodea whose detention is to be 
extended, the security prisoner is given the pariiculars of the charges? 
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Khm SalMHhir MOHAMMED ALi: There is a general formula which 
is communicated to the security prisoner. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Is it a fact that the charges com- 
municated to the different security prisoners are a ver^tim copy of one 
single stereotyped charges and nothing different in different sJtages of 
security prisoners P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIt In all cases, as I have said, the 
general formula is communicated to the security prisoners. 

fUr, NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Is it a fact that in reviewing the 
cases only the records that are prepared by the Indulgence Branch and 
S. B. are taken into consideration and no extra matter or fact is dken 
into consideration P • 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: In addition to the result of perio- 
dical examinations any statement which the prisoner might mako is also 
taken into account, t 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
in cases where arrest and detention have been for the first time for a parti- 
cular detenu no record is available besides the information that is given by 
the informer? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: All available materials and records 
are examined by Government and in the case of first detention and arrest, 
of course the question of interview does not arise. 

Aliagad lathi oharga upon aaourity priaonars of Rajshahi Central Jail. 

M14. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA GANGULI: Is the Rou ble 

Minister in charge of the Home Department aware — 

(t) that there was a lathi charge upon the security prisoners of the 

Rajshahi Central Jail on the ^>th December, 1943; 

(u) that security wisoners Babus Priya Ranjan Das (iupta, Bireswar 

Singh, Saral Kumar Guha and Arun Kumar Banerjee were severely 
assaulted ; 

(Hi) that Balm Priyn Ranjan Dns Gupta's condition became very serious; 

(tv) that he was completely bed-ridden for about a month; 

(v) that there was an enquiry made by the non-official visitors of the 

said jail and of tlie rejxirts submitted by them thereof ; 

(t’l) that there was also an enquiry made bv the District Magistrate of 
the said district and of the reports suDmitUnl by him therecjt; and 

(vit) that an identification iiarade was held in connection with the said 
incident and Babu Priya Ranjan Das Gupta, and Bireswar Singh 
identified the Jail Officers and warders who were responsible for 
the said incident? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state what steps have been token by the Government to enquire 
into the said incident in order to find out the person or persons responsible 
for the lathi charge upon the security prisoners and to punish him or them? 

(c) Is it a fact that after the incident the security prisoners of the said 
jail sent several petitions to the Home Minister and the Political Secretary 
stating that their ^safety and security are at stake and that they prayed on 
each occasion for an imraedia'ce enquiry into the incident? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether it is a fact— 

^0 that no reply to tho said petitions has yet been given; and 

fw) that no steps have been taken thereunder P 

{ 



1944,1 


QUESTIONS. 


W 


(c) Is it a fact — 

(t) that security prisaners Babus Exiskna Gopol Lahiri, b.l., and Jyotish 
Chandra Maaumdar, and some other security prisoners have been 
transferred to different jails after the incident; 

(it) that they were the main witnesses to the said incident ; and 
(ni) that Br. Suresh Chandra Banerjee, m.l.a., and Babu Surendra Mohan 
Ghosh were amongst those who were in that jail during the 
incident and that Mr. Satya Priya Banerjee, m.l.a., arrived there 
afterwards P 

(/) If the answer to (e)(iit) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the Government made any enquiry of the inci- 
dent from the said persons? 

(g) Is it a fact — 

(t) that after the incident the authorities have taken charge of the 
kitchen management of the security prisoners ; 

(li) tbn^t they are supplying insufficient and unwholesome food of 
inferior quality to the security prisoners; and 
(Hi) that the facilities of the security prisoners there have been curtailed? 

(h) Is the Government considering the desirability of fonning an Enquiry 
Committee consisting of officials and non-officials to find out the culprit or 
culprits and punish him or them as* the case may be ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwala 
Sir Nazimuddin) : («)(?) and (H) There was an incident in the Itejshani 

Central Jail on 29th December, 1948, in <x)urse of which security prisoners 
Babus Priya llanjan Das Gupta, Bireswar Singh, Saral Kumar Quha and 
Arun Banerjee receivetl injuries. 

(ill) and (iv) No. 

(t;) Xh© non-official visitors submitted a report to Government. 

(W) The District Magistrate’s enquiry was ordered by the Home Minister. 
His report was duly received by Government. 

(rii) No. 

(h) Government orders were issued permitting jirosecutions of security 
prisoners concerned in respect of offences alleged against them. They also 
|>ennitted security lu isoner Bahu I’riya llanjan Das Gupta to institute a prose- 
cution against members of the jail staff in respect of assault on him. But 
suWqueiitly on a representation from security prisoners’ spokesmen and in 
order to re-establish good relations lietween the jail staff and the security 
prisoners, Government accepted the suggestions that prosecuition against 
security prisoners should lie withdrawn and that security prisoner Babu 
Priya Ranjan Das Gupta should, on hi.s {mrt, refrain from instituting any 
prosecution against the members of the jail .staff. 

(c), (e)(t) and (ni) Yes. 

(rf) I refer the honourable member to the reply to (b). 

(e)(n) No. 

(/) The Home Minister has no information whether the District Magis- 
trate or the Deputy Inspector-General (Security) questioned these gentlemen 
during their respective enquiries. 

(g) (i) Yes, because the security prisoners refused to manage the kitchen 
themselves. 

(it) and (hi) No. 

(h) Does not arise in view of ray reply to (b). 

Dr. MALINAK8HA 8AMYAL: With reference to answer (a)(i) and 
(it), vHll the Hon’ble Minister, be pleased to statf what was the nature of 
the injuries receive^ by these prisoners respectively ? 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

t 

Dr# NAI.INAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if they were exanuned by any competent medical men or were they 
required to be kept in jail hospital as a result of the assault? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: They received medical aid and 
assistance. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether they were kept in Jail Hospital? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALi: I ask for notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (a>(m) 
“no'’, will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to state if there was any identi- 
fication parade at all or not? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. <5 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to (h), will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether Government made any enquiry to 
ascertain if tne proposed prosecutions of security prisoners were deliberately 
instituted with a view to compel Babu Priya Kanjan Das Gupta to with- 
draiy his complaint against Jail staff? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: My Question w^as w'hether the counter 
cases proposed to be instituted against the security prisoners were mani- 

E ulated with a view to force Babu Priya Ranjan Das Gupta to withdraw 
is case ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I said no. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state w'hether any enquiry was made? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Government gave freedom to both 
the parties to institute prosecution. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Government permitted prosecution to 
one. There is no question of permission with regard to the other. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Government permitted the security 
prisoners to prosecute the flail staff and also others. 

Mr. DH I REN DR A NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
tell us what was the substance of a non-official visitor’s report to Govern- 
ment? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us when this report was received? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us what is the substance of the District Magistrate’s report 
to Government? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 ask for notice. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state when this report was received*' ' 

KbMi BthMlur MOHTAMMED ALI I I have asked lor notice. 
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Mr. fiHIRENDRA JN^TH DATTAf Will the Hon^ble Minister please 
|ell ns^tnien this permission of prosecution was granted? 


Kll||| MttUKhir MOHAMMED ALI: I refer the honourable member to 
a stat^ent that I made on the floor of this House in connection with this 
incideni. 


Mr. NiSHITHA NATH KUNDU: Is the Hon'ble Minister aware that 
there is strict provisit)ii in the Jail Code that no jail staff would beat or 
assault the prisoners? 

Khan Bahifhir MOHAMMED ALI: (ertainh 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the answer ^ust now given 
*and in view of the aniwer that they have received injuries, will the Hon'ble 
Minister please tell us wdiether the (iovernnient did hold an enquiry as to 
how injuries were inflicted on the prisoner? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: T said the Hon’ble Home Minister 
asked the District Magistrate to conduct the enquiry? 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state W'hat was the result of the enquiry? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 have asked for notice. I have 
not got the reiH)rt. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Wilh reference to (r), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state wdien these petitions were received by 
the Hon’ble Horne Minister? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 ask for notice. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: On a point of privilege, Sir. We have 
heard in answer to the (|uestions “I W'ant notice, 1 want notice.” \Will 
this question be held over for tomorrow' so that reports may be bi'ougbt here 
and shown to the House. That is our privilege, 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: T want to submit tlnft if you will 
see the (juestion, ;s()u will find the length of the question and tin* various 
details asked and if they ask for the reports and the dates when the petition 

was submitted and all these things, it is necessary that notice must be given. 

/ 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I do not think any useful jmrpose will be 
served by raising this question. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: WiW the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state why in view of the definite notice in question (/), (ioverrmieut did 
not enquire to obtain information as to wdiether the District Magistrate or 
the Deputy Inspector-General of Prisons questioned the gentlemen mentioned? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Here it is a question whether the 
District Magistrate br the Deputy Inspector-General (Security) asked parti- 
cular questions of particular gentlemen and therefore the answer is that 
the Government have no information on this point. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that when a prisoner is admitted to a hospital for 
treatment either for any injury received or for any other disease, a report 
by the Medical Officer in attendance is maintairfec) ? 

KIim BsluMliir MOHAMMED ALI: Yes. 

Mr. ATUL OHANORA S^N: Will the Hon’bll^ Minister please consider 
the desirability of placing copies of the reports in tnis case on the Library 

Tabk? 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir. 

Mr. CHARU CHAMDRA ROY: With reference to annwer (6), that 
the prisoners were permitted to brinjf cases against the Jail authorities will 
the Hon ’hie Minister please tell the House whether these prisoners were 
not permitted to see their lawyers. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIS That is absolutely incorrect. They 
were given all facilities to see their lawyers and in this connection even the 
rules were relaxed so that they can' have complete freedom and complete 
privacy during discussion or during taking legal advice from their lawyers. 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that assaulting a prisoner is a serious oft'ence according to Jail Code and 
in view of that is he considering the desirablity of punishing the persons, 
who assaulted the prisoners I' 

Khttfl Bfthsdur MOHAMMED ALI: It is not proved or admitted that 
there was any assault on the security prisoners by the Jail staff. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: With reference to answer (g}(ii)y 
will the Hon’ble Minister please state the source of information for his 
reply P 

Khttfl Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: About insutticient food? 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Yes. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: ( lovtonment made enquiries and 
Government are satisfied that the prisoners are m/ given insufficient or 
unwh(desome food. 1 might add that the Hon'ble ('hief Minister personally 
visited Rajshahi and went to the place and he was satisfied that this allega- 
tion is not true because he did not receive any complaint on that account. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA HATH DATTA. Is it a fact that both from the 
report of the District Magistrate as well as from the report of the non-official 
visitors it was fouml that the injuries were caused b\ the .]ail staff? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, 1 have said that tlu‘ reports 
are not here and 1 have asked for mitice. I am unable to answer that 
question. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the Jail staff were departmentally punished? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 ask for notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Was he promoted? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Altagad privatt use of Government launch by Bubdtvisional Officer, BaeirliaL 

•115. Mr. PATIRAM ROY: (</) Will the Hon ble Minister in charge 
of the Revenue Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact — 

(/) that the anian erop of the South Rasirhat urea has been damaged du© 
to recent cyclone; 

(it) that Test Relief Work has been started there; and 

(in) that a motor launch 1ms l>een placed at the disposal of the Subdivi- 
sion al Offit'er for the purpose of supervision of the said Belief 
work ? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the said motor launch is being 
used by the SulxUvisional Officer for his privUte purpose.s, e.g., hunting, 
excursions, pleasure trips, etc. P 

(c) Do the Government propose to make an enquiry into the matter P 
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The Hoii’bl» Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERilEA: (a) (i) and (m) Yes, 

in certain areas, 

(u) and (6) No. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is there any record maintained 
how and when the Suhdivisioiial Ma^tistrate uses the motor Liunehy 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: 1 have no persona] 
knowledge. I ask tor notice. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon hie Minister refer to 
ithe replies to and {n i and explain how tliese two answers are 

reconciled to eacli other He has answered that there has been no relief 
work started, but at the same time, he has answered that for tin* purpose 
of supervision of the relief work a mot(»r launch has been placed at the dis- 
posal of the Subilivisional Otticer. 

The HoiTble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: J have said that no 
test relief work has been started, but other relief wank has been started. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: K it a fact that this Subdivisional 
Officer is using that motor launch for the purpo.se of hunting deer and he 
is bringing the nn‘at and distributing amongst the members holding 
responsible posts in (iovernment for obtaining patronage from tlnun 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: (iovernment bus no 
such infoiniation. 

Appeals made against Judgments of present Polios Magistrate, Sealdah. 

•116. Mr. PATIRAM ROY: Will the Hon’hle Minister in charge of the 
dudicial Department be pleased to slate — # 

(a) thV lunnU*! of ajipeals and motions Hied against fbe jndpmonts of 

the present Police Magistrate, Sealdah, during the tenure of bis 
ofiici* as su( h in the ('ah utta High (\)urt ; and 

(b) the mini her of them that have been — 

( / } set aside, 

(//'> revised, and 
(lu) quashed? 

Mr. SYED ABOUI. MAJID (on behalf of the Hon’ble N.wab Musharruff 

HOSSain, Khan Bahadur): (u I Five appeals and 7 motions. 

<b) (f) Two (iif one cust* order set aside and in another case order set aside 
but ordered fn*sh (*ase to l>e started after re<(ui.site sanction iimh’r section 
270^7), Goveniiiient of India Act) on ujqieul against orchus of ap[)ellat€ 
court. 

(it) Three orders upheld hut sentences iiiodiHed on appeal against tbo 
orders of the Appellate Court (Ses.sions Judge, 24-Pargamis j . 

(i/i) Six motions against his order rejected and one motion allowed. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: In view* of the facts that out of five 
appeals practically five have been rejected, and that out of seven motions 
six have been rejected, does not the Hon’ble Minister think it (lesirahlc to 
relieve this person from exerci.sing judieial dutien? 

Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: No. Those were rejected on the ‘ments 
of the cases. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Out of seven motions six have been 
rejected ? 

Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJIO 4 Yes. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Is tha Hon *bf*e •Minister aware that 
adverse observations have been incorporated in the judgments by the 
Diatrict Judge and the Hon’ble Justices of the High Court F ' 
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Mr. 8YED ABOUL MAJID: No; I do nol know anything. 

Consultation with local M.L.A. in matter of reoonetitution of Bi^itpur 
Bpooial DoM Settlement Board. 

M17. Rai Sahib MONMOHAN DAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
ID charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Department be 
pleaded to state whether it is a fact — 

(?) that there is a Departmental circular to the effect that the local 
M.Ti.A. or M.L.As. should be consulted by Debt Settlement 
Officer in order to nominate the personnel of the Boards; and 
(ti) that the Bajitpur Special Debt Settlement Board hae recently been 
recommended by the local Debt Settlement Officer for its recon- 
stitution ? 

(h) If the answer to question (a) is in the affirmative, will^^the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased'to state — 

(i) whether the local Scheduled (^aste M.L.A. has been consulted by the 

Debt Settlement Officer for the selection of ^e member from the 
Scheduled Caste community; 

(u) if not, why not; and 

(tit) what has been commented in his report of recommendation regard- 
ing the Scheduled Caste representative? 

Khan Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN (on behalf of the Hon’ble 
Mr. ilogendra Nath Mandal): (a)(i) Yes. 

(t?') The Board is functioning with the old i)crAonnel the term of which 
has lately been extended for validation of their work after the expiry of their 
term. A reconstitution j)ro|a)sal in the light of the' Government Cir(‘ular is 
due but has not yet been received by Government. 

(fj) Does not arise. 

Sufiply wd dtstribution of kwvsM. oil in Chandpur subdivision. 

•118. Maulvi JONAB ALI MAJUMDAR: (a) Will the Hon We Minis- 
ter in charge of the (’ivil Supiilies Department lie pleased to lay on the 
table a statemenl showing — 

(0 the quantity of kerosene oil allotted to and distributed in diffei'ent 
unions of the C’handpur subdivision. Tipi^era, from July to 
DtH'ember, 11H3, union bv union; and 

(ii) the (quantity of kerosene oil supplied to the No. 2 Kalocho Union, 

IKdice-station Ilajiganj, during that jieriod, date by date? 

(h) Is it a fact — 

(?) that the pe<)f>le of No. 2 Kalocho Union, policc^-station Ilajiganj, are 
not getting any kerosene oil for the last two months; and 
(ii) that kerosene oil is sold in black markets at Rupee one per seer 
at local Ilajiganj bazar in abundant quantity? 

(c) If the answer to (h) (??) is in the affirmative, will the Hon*ble Minister 
be pleased to state what steps, if any, have been taken by the local officials 
in the matter? 

(d) Is the Hou’ble Minister considering the desirability of instituting 
an enquiry into the matter in order to reilress the grievances of the ])eople 
of theWnlity? 

MINISTER in oharga of tbo CIVIL SUPPLIES DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon'blo Mr. H. S. Suhriwtrdy): (a>(?) and (it) Statements are laid on 
the Table, 

(h) No. 

(cj Does not oria^. ' ^ 

No. Steps ^Kave been taken to improve distrilmtion of keroeone 
generally In the ruml areas. 
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Statement referred to in reply to chutse (a) (f) of starred^ ^estion 
showing Kerosene distribution in the unions. 


Namee of the Unions. 

DasUibution 
of Kerosene 
from July to 

Names of the Unions. 

Pistribution 
of Kerosene 
fhwn July to 

Bishnupur 

Ceoember 

1 in tins. 

946 

Kalacho 

December 
in tins. 

... 648 

Ashikati 

... 1,082 

Hajigouj 

... 668 

Rampur 

... 1,003 

Baskul 

... 964 

Tarpurchandi 

834 

Hatila 

621 

Balia 

897 

Tumttt 

... 669 

Sakna 

... 1,044 

Gandharbapur 

863 

Ibrahimpur 

840 

Suohi|Hira 

... 768 

Hamerchar 

... 1,023 

Mehar 

819 

Gazipur 

644 

Rajersree 

636 

Nilkamhl 

842 

Chitoshi ^ 

... 724 

Algidurgapur 

777 

Pathaur 

... 769 

Himichar 

... 1,031 

Hit hash 

486 

Rajrap^war 

455 

Sahadebjnir 

740 

Shaitwal 

644 

Kachua 

950 

Sadullapur 

688 

Kadla 

568 

Durg-apur 

443 

Karaiya 

728 

Mrtharipur 

872 

Gohat 

719 

Nasirmkandi 

333 

Ashrubmir 

511 

Eklashinir 

<129 

HulithuDer 

... 1,000 

Fatepiir • 

870 

Subidimr 

945 

Oharkalia 

... 1,091 

Giipti 

... 1 ,052 

Matlab 

... 1,329 

l^^lkpa^a 

. 1 ,231 

Naye^gawn 

.. 1,150 

Gobindapur 

... 1,140 

Narayanpur 

... 1,067 

Chard ukhiu 

... 1 ,006 

Islamabad 

723 

Faridgung 

... 1,393 

Upadhi 

903 

Rupsa 

... 1,220 

Rajargawn 

... 1,020 



Statement referred to in reply to clause {a) (ii) of starred question No, 118, showing 
the ^ntity of kerosene (tn <ifw) supplied to Kalocho Union, police-station 
Hajiganj,from July to December, 1943, date by date. 
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Mr. DHIBEMDRA HATH DATTA: Will de Hon’ble Minister be pleiweJ 
to explain thin vast difference in the supply of tins, because only dtitl tins 
were supplied in one union and in another union 1,393 tins were supplied. 

The Hoil'ble Mr. H. 8 . SUHRAWARDY: I take it it is apparently due 
to the difference in population. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA HATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is only due to the difference in population or 
there are some other reasons also? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY; No; there may have been 
some mal -administration as well. 


Quota of sugar for rural people of Banfcura. 

M19. Mr. MANINDRA BHU8AN 8INHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state — 

(a) whether sugar is distributed lietween the two units in the district of 
Hunkura,* Municifxil and Rural, on 50 : 50 basis; 

(h) whether in the Sadar sulslivision of Bankuni, there is only one 
Municipal town with a population of less than half a lakh, and 
there are more than 100 l/nions with a population of nearly 11 
and half lakhs; 

(c) whetlier a pr()i)OHal was made for fixing the quota of sugar for the 

Rural unit twice as mu(di as the quota for the Municipal Unit; 

(d) that it was tlirown out by majority votes in the local Food Com- 

mittee; and 

(e) if so, whether Government are considering ^he desirability of look- 

ing into the matter and fixing an etjuitable basis of distribution 
between the two units in the district? 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: {a) to (d) Yes. 

(e) No. The matter has Ikmui decided by the local Committee, and the 
reasons in support of the decision of the Committee may be stated 
follows : — 

(/) The demand for sugar is relatively higher in the urban than in the 
rural areas. Bakeries, sweetmeat vendors, etc., consume a large 
portion of the sugar allotment of the urban area. 

(ii) Suntttls, Bagdis, Bauris and other alK>riginals who form a con«idei- 
able portion of the population of the rural areas of the Sadar sub- 
division do not generally consume sugar. 

(Hi) From information available from the merchants it appears that even 
in normal times not much more than 50 per cent, of the sugar 
available in the district, was consumed in the rural areas. 

(iv) Our is a general substitute for sugar in the rural areas and more than 
75 per cent, of the (jur allotment of the district has been used for 
the rural areas. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA HATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us which Food Committee made this decision? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: The Food Committee of 
Bankuru District or the Subdivisional Fond Committee. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA HATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister In- 
pleased to state whether it is the District or the Subdivisional Food 
Committee? 

V 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Apparently the Sadar Sub- 
divisionul Food Committee, 

Mr. KAMAL KRISHNA ROY: With reference to answ’er (c^, wnll the 
Hon’ble Minister kindly state the percentage of the rural representatives 
in the Foot! Comm it referred to? 
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Tht Hoifble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWAROYs I ask for notice. I take, it, 
however, that the Bankura town itself is so much rural in its setting ^at 
I am sure that the representatives, even though they may be legitimately 
the representatives of the town, are representatives of the rural areas. 

Mr. KAMAL KRISHNA ROY. Is it a fact that niost of the Committee 
members are officials and a pact body of Rai Bahadurs and Khan Bahadurs? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY S 1 don’t know; I am not 
aware. 

Mr. KAMAL KRISHNA ROY: With reference to answer (c)(nV), 
where it is stated ‘'From information available from the merchants, etc.”, 
will the Hoirhle Minister kindly state whether all the merchants in both 
tie subdivisions were consulted regarding consumj)ti«)n (d' sugar in the 
d. strict ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 am almost certain that all 
Itle merchants were not consulted. This is the general view* throughout 
Bengal, and this is also our experience us between Calcutta and the district. 

Mr. KAMAL KRISHNA ROY: AVill the Hon’ble Minister kindly state 
whether he is aware of the fact that even in normal years nearly half of the 
rtquisite amount of sugar is supplied by different merchants other tliun the 
merchants of Bankura tow’ii ? 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I do not understand how' 
flat question arises. 

Mr. KAMAL KRIsttNA ROY : It arises. Sir, because it has been stated 
,taat sugar is distributed between the rural and urban areas on ol) : oO basis. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: 1 have allowed that (luestion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, the merebants wlio W’ere 
(onsulted gave theii view that ot) per cent, of the imports w'ere consumed 
ly the urhun jsijnilation and o() per cent, by the rural population. I have 
10 reason to diffei from that view*. As 1 liave pointed out, this is the general 
riew throughout Bengal. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA HATH DATTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that yur nsed to be consumed by the rural jHipulation, because the iirice of 
(fin was much lower than sugar in normal times before the war hroke out? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; That ma\ he so. There is 
another reason for it, because f/?/r is a non-iinported coiiimodif.\ while sugar 
is an imiiorted commodity. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that there are in the rural areas a large number of people who are affected 
by diseases like malaria, cholera and .sniall-pox ? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: How doe.s that (juestion arise? 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: It arises, Sir, heeause the patients 
require sugar in larger quantity. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: There is a certain allotment 
of sugar and actually the allotment made to the rural areas is pnd)ahly 
consumed by those patient.s in preference to the able>bo<lied people. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: In view of this observation, (hi the 
Government consider the desirability of changing the allotment of 50: 50, 
because the ‘rural piipulation of the Bankura district is much higher than 
the urban population? 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAROY: 1 pass on the view of 
the honourable member tt) the District Magistrate who w'ill, no doubt, 
consult the Food Committee and, if necessary, will make U»e reejuisit© 
alteration.' ' 
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trijiit MANINORA SHUtAN IINMA: Has the OoTeimaent an^ 

power to override the decision of the Food Comniittee, if that decision is 
unjust and arbitrary P 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. t. SUHRAWARDY: Certainly; Government has 

power to do «o. 

Srijut MANINDRA BHU8AN 8IIIHA: It is admitted that the popda- 
tion in the rural areas is about 22 times the population in town. Giving 
due weigh tage to the town people, does the Hon’ble Minister consider it 
equitable that the sugar should be distributed on equal basis? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: The reply has already been given. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 miiwtes.) 

(After adjournment.) 

8iipply of sugar and keroMio oil in rural area of BirMium. 

•128. Dr. BHARAT CHANDRA MUKERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that in the rural area of Birbhum, sugar and keroseie 
oil are not yet supplied to the people Ihrough the (!ontrol shop? 

(h) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister 1 m‘ pleased to state what step tke 
Government propose to take in the matter? 

(c) Is it a fad, that those who do not pay the minimum tax to the Ilnun 
Board do not receive the concession of getting foodstptfs at the control rate? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that in Bolepore many of the rate- 
payers, who pay Ue.l as their tax, are deprive<l of getting the privilege tf 
purchasing foodstuffs at the control rate? 

Th# Hon’We Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: (a), (c) and (d) No. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Dr. BHARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJI; With reference to answer (c), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any restriction hai 
been imposed in the raofussil for receiving foodstuffs from Gnvernmen; 

shops ? 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No, there is no restriction. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state when this question was received? 

Mr. BREAKER: 1 do not think that this question arises. If you have 
got anything to ask you may first ask to wlnit jieriod this answer relates. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us to what period this answer “No” to questions (o). (r) and 
(d) relates? 

TN HOfl’bIt Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: For all time: from the 
time when the question was answered up to the present. 

Bupply of rioo and patftly in ChitUgong. 

•12l.‘ Dr. 8ANAULLAH: I. Will theMon’ble Minister in charge ol 
the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state — 

(o) the total quantity of (i) rice and (tV) paddy supplied, thana by thana 
to the district of Chittagong — 

(A) from ofitiide the district, and 

(B) procured from inside the district since the Ist of January, 
IMI, up to the Slst of March, 1944; 
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the total quantity of (t) kerosene, (it) sn^r, (t^ ialt, (iv) flour, 
(r) atta, and (vi) Standard doth supplied thana by Aana during 
the said period ; and 

(c) ‘Whether any (i) rice, (n) paddy, (Hi) salt, (ir) sugar, (u) kerosene^ 
(vi) flour, (vu) Standard cloth and/or (vHi) atta were taken out 
of the boundary of the district of Chittagong? 

II. If the answer to 1(c) is in the aflhrmative, will the Hon^blo Minietur 
be pleased to stJte — 

(t) the respective quantity taken out; 

(ii) the place or places where ; and 
(Hi) the purpose for which it was taken P 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8 . 8 UHRAWARDY: 

laid on the Table. 

(c) No. 

II. Does not arise. 


I(fl) and (b) A S.tatement ia 


Staiemekt referred to in reply to part I of starred question No. J21, showing the tokU 
quantities of rice, paddy, kerosene, sugar, salt, flour, aUa, and standard doth 
supplied, thana by thana, in the district of Chittagong from 1st January, 1944 
to 31st March, 1944. 


Naiiu' of Thane 

Blot* 

(pro^rrd 
ifrom out- 
etdf thr 
dtatrirt). 

Faddy 
(procured 
from In- 
«ldr the 
dUtrlct) 

Kernacnc. 

Su^ar 

Flour. 

AtU. 

Standard 

cloth. 


Meunds. 

Maunda. 

Tina. 

Bafa. 

Maunda. 

Maunda. 

Balaa. 

Benskhali 

7,250 


1,129 

276 

540 

420 

0 

Setkhanle 

1,000 


1,734 

500 

750 

580 

4 

Anwara 

11,600 


838 

200 

200 

400 

10 

Patiya 

5,570 


2,113 

1.108 

8,540 

3,340 

89 

Boalkball 

600 


880 

50 


500 

a 

Roman 

3,650 


706 

225 

2,3(K) 

1,000 

82 

Kotwali 

10,000 



512 

1,400 

060 

100 

Bancunta 

1,000 


861 

100 


700 

11 

Chakaria 


11,041 

972 

186 

100 

26 


Kniubdla 


5,801 

200 

04 

26 

26 

10 

T^knaf 


6,726 

• 

r*» 

25 

26 


Bamu 


9,025 

810 

03 

26 

26 


Ckhla 


6,400 

• 

84 

26 

26 


Cox'i Baiar 


5,680 

771 

276 

260 

76 

IB 

Pauehalalih 



498 




0 

Hathaiari 



1,828 

041 

2,204 

8,002 

0 

y^>w^hlrh*H 


4,060 

600 

89 

60 

26 


Fatlkebery 



40 





jOoitble MooitnfB 



606 




9 

SitakiBKla 



988 

• 178 

460 

200 

•9 

Mlmarai 

" ■ . 

r- 


1,300 

298 
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<1 ) Quantity of rtco procured from tuntde the diatriH from the liSJtMtuj, 1944 to Slet 
<3)QBMtity of poddy •UDMled from ouUkle the dfitrlct from the UfJIatt 
hi QwBtfQr oUnlt nipptte^nw the let Joaimry, 1S44 to Slet Mar^ 104^r 
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QUESTIONS. 


4«8 


[ISth Dec., 


Appointment of a eole agent for puroftaeo of rioe from othor prewinoeo. 

•1X2. Mr. DHIRENORA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the C'ivil Supplies Department he pleased to state — ' 

(a) whether the Government have appointed a sole agent for purchase of 

rice from other provinces; 

(b) if so, what is the name of the firm so appointed; 

(c) the [frinciple on the basis of which selection has been made; 

(d) the reason for appointing only one agent; 

(e) whether any advance has been made to the firm .so appointed; and 

(/) if so, the amount advanced and against what security? 

The Hofi’Me Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: (a) Yes, at the lime the 
question was asked. 

(h) Messrs. M. M. Ispahan! , Limited. 

(c) and (d) On the basis of business exi>erience, integrity and trade con- 
nections in other provinces. The upi)ointment of too many agents upsets 
the price and is not favoured by the Provincial Government concerned. 

(<?) No. I*ayments were only made against purchase-advices. 

if) Does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Ilon'ble Minister be ideased 
to state if any terms w^ere previously settled on the basis of which this sole 
agent was appointed on the dale when they took over the w^ork ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I punde Island that certain 
general terms were settled with them regarding t]H‘*^ ronditions of their 
agency and then formal terms W'ere put in a document later on. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. Will the Hon’ble Minister be .pleased 
to state if Government made any attempt to ascertain if .my other firm or 
firms would be jirepared to do tln‘ work on a low’er commission than that 
arranged to be paid to Mes.srs. M. M. Ispahani, Limited? 

Th® Hon'bl® Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: (fovernment made many 
attempts to find them out and they chose the best firm avaibible. I have 
no doubt that there were several (»ther firms prepared to do the work, but 
whether they would be nble to do it or not remains to b(‘ seen. 

Dr. NAI.INAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state which other firms were reijuired to submit their offers in this 
connection ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: It is quite dear that we did 
not ask for either tenders or offers. The lionourable member may remember 
that at about this time a number of various organisations sent in the names 
to me of persons W'ho they thought would be suitable, but Messrs. M. M. 
Ispahani, Limited, vreie found to he the best of all. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state who were those jiersons or firms named and which w'ere the 
organisations Government asked to send in names for such work? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; (iuite a number of firms sent 
in their names and the organisations were mostly riianibers of rommerce. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister he pleased 
to state if he is in a position’now to give any idea of some of the names that 
were actually examined by Government and rejected and w'hich are the 
actual rhambers of (^munerce that w ere asked to .submit names for^ such 

work? 

The Hon’bll Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: I would like to have notice. 
I am sure if I ^learch the ^papers I shall be able to find them out. 
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0f« NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be ^pleased 
to state if it is not a fact that the (Cambers of Commerce came to know of 
this appointment only after the appointment was actually completed? 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAROY: 1 have no doubt that that 
is 80. » Certainly I could not tell the Chambers of Commerce whom we were 
going to appoint. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answers (e) and (d)^ 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact or not 
that soon after the appointment (»f this agent as sole agent prices of paddy 
and rice both in the province as well as outside the ]>rovince went up? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No. Sir. This is not so, for 

the simple reason that for a long time the fact that these persons were 
appointed sole agent was n(»t made public. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’hlc Minister he pleased 
to state if it is a fa('t that this sole agent had been operating in the purchases 
immediately before the announcement of this apixuntimmt and theerhy was 
enabled to keep a large st(K’k in his hand at lower prices to offer the same 
(<» (Government at higher prices? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: That is wholly incorrect. 
The hnnouiahle member knows that we have* had a tremendous amount of 
discussion on the mat leu. The honourahh* member knows that this firm 
made considerable' ]uirchasc‘s both in Bengal and outside and they offered 
then whole stock to (ioverimicmt at the prices at which they had purchased 
and did not make a ’single piec* of profit, although the jirice in Ihmgal W'as 
very much higher at that time. 

Dr^ NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: With referemi to answc‘r (r), will the 
Hon'hle Minister he jdeased to state what machinery have (iovcrnim'nt 
set up to examine it the .so-called pric(*-purchase advicevs wen* gcuiuine or 
merely paper offers? 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY. The ])ui'chuse advices were 

quoted to us and W(‘ made pa\!nents against those advices according to the 
advice. There was a continu<uis audit that was caiTied on and there were 
officers of (jovernment placed in the office of the firm who examined all the 
papers. Since then also all the pajM-rs have been most meticulously examined 
by the Accoiintunt-tienerar.s office. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased 
to state if he is aware that in the report of the Accountant-(Gen«*raI, Bengal, 
purported to he ])resented to the Legislative Asseiiihly whic-h was placed 
before the Jiegislature a few days ago in thi.s st‘Msion a ]»arugraph does 
appear strongly criticizing the arrangement made by (lovernment in regard 
lo rice purchase scheme viii respect of this partiiuilar firm? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No, Sir, it has not been 
brought to my notice. Even if there was a criticism I am ptirfectly satisfied 
that there was nothing wrong in the trunsactioiis made. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased 
to state if it is a fact that the .so-called purchase advices did no! correspond 
with deliveries either immediately or w’lthin any reuscmuble time? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: It is true that ile’iveries were 
held up in some ca.ses but ^hey were held up ow'iiig to the intransigenc.e of 
various provinces in which those purchases were ^nade and the honourable 
member must knoiT that it took me a cdiisideral^ time — I think, nearly a 
year — to get some of the stocks out of those pro^ces. 
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IN’«/NALINAKSHA SANYALl Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if all the rice purchased or advised to have been purchased by this 
hnn on behalf of Government has since been received by Government in 

'tactP 

The Hon’hie Mrt Hi S. 8UHRAWARDY: I believe that nearly 'all the 
rice is coming? by now and I have no grounds in saying that we will not 
get the entire amount. So far as the condition of this rice is concerned, 
the firm did whatever it could to keep the rice quality up to par by changing 
and reconditioning from time to time but obviously there was deterioration 
of some amount owing to the time that elapsed between the purchase and 
the despatch. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact or not that large quantities or certain quantities 
of rice purchased by Messrs. M. M. Isptihani, Ltd., in Orissa as well as in 
Narkatiaganj and part.^ of Nepal territory have not yet been delivered and 
taken over ? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: T am not aware of that. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon/ble Minister be pleased 
to state who are the owners of those stocks of rice which are still lying 
outside the province for wdiicli the Government had actually paid out money 
on the basis of the so-called purchase advices.^ 

Th6 Hon'blo Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The (Government of Bengal 
must be the owner. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what machinery has been set up to ensure that the rice or paddy 
of which the Government of Bengal are the owners are kept in proper 
condition and do not deteriorate? 

Thn Hon’bld Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The agent has to see to it 

that the condition is kept at par and I take it that what is possible to be 
done is done by him. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hoirble Minister be pleased 
to ^tate if it is fact that all the risks in regard to these purchases have been 
taken over by Government and all the benefits have been left ;with the 
firm? 

Tha Hon’blt Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir. I do not understand 
what the risks are. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL5 The risks of deterioration of the stock 
and loss as a result of continued storage in a far pff place. 

TN Hon’bla Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: There are no risks but there 
IB some certainty of deterioration and it was on this account that I have 
addressed the Government of India over and over again and also the Govern- 
ments of Bihar and Orissa that they were again in so depriving the people 
of Bengal of stocks which they needed most were to a great extent 
responsible for the crisis througn which we were passing. It was on 
account of that strong representation that ultimately the Government of 
Bihar and other Governments agreed to allow those stocks to go out of their 
provinces. 

Dr. NALIIiAK8HA 8ANYAL: What is thl total amount paid to this 
firm on account of their .purchases, as mentioned in answer (c)r 

Tta Hon'bl^ Mr. H. tUHRAWAROYl I am not aware of it. 
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Bft MALIMAKSHA SANYALs Whai is the total approximate toount 
involTed in the transactions in which this firm acted aa the sole agent of 
Government ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8U H R AWARD Y: I have not bothered even to 
find it out. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; What is the total commission or earn* 
ing made by this firm legally out of the transactions made on behalf of 
Government in connection with the purchases as the sole agent? 

The Hotl’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I have no idea. 

Expenditure of Civil 8ii|ipliee DefMrtment. 

M28. Bebu NAGENDRA NATH 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Miniater in 

charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state — 

(a) the names of the different departments of the (Government at preiMf 

concerned with the supply, disposal, iniport and export of wie 
various sorts of fcMxlgrains, and kerosene, sugar, mustard oil, 
coal and fuel wood in Bengal; 

(b) under which Mini.ster or Ministerai these different departments work; 

and 

(c) the total amount of cost incurred in running these dejnirtmeuts refer- 

red to in clause (a) for the months of May and April, 1943? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: (a) The Department of Civil 
Supplies. , 

, (h) The Minister in (’barge of the Department of ('^ivil Supplies. 

(c) Ks.92,120 (up])roximately) for April and 118.1,01,777 (approximately) 
for May, 194)1. These tigure.s include the charges incurred by all offices 
subordinate to the department and district and subdivisional supply estab- 
lishments. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Uon’bb Minister bo 
pleased to state if it is not a fact that the expenses on this head hove 
increased enormously since May, 1943? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Certainly. The honourable 
member may remember the Budget of 1944. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware t^t 
many clerks and employees in the (jivil Supplies Department are sitting 
idle because they have got nothing to do? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAfiDY: T do n(»t think that the 
Civil Supplies Department has yet attained the dimension, as the honourable 
member thinks it has done, that there are lakhs of employees in the Civil 
Supplies Department. 

Anti-ho«rding drive in sonit suhdivieions of Ml dn tp or o. 

M24. Dr. GOBINDA CHANDRA BHOUMIK: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Civil Supplies Department oe pleased to state 
vrhether the Tamluk or Contai subdivisions are self-sufficient in rice or 
paddy and in the current year? 

{h) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 

S ensed to state the quantity of deficiency as arrived at by the anti-hoarding 
ive ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps he is propoi- 
ing to take for the supply of rice and paddy to the flood-affected area? 

(d) Is it a fiJdt that large quantity of ricA fs being taken away from 
the Midnapore district by the Government agenfii? 
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(e) Will the Hon ’Lie Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) what is the price of rice just now at Contai, and Tamluk; and 

(ii) how many deaths from starvation are reported up till now in Contai 

and Tamluk subdivisions? 

Tlt0 Hon’bfo Mf. Ha 8a SUHRAWARDY: {n) Both subdivisions were 
reported to be deficit areas last year. 

(b) Contai subdivision — 14 lakh maunds in terms of rice. 

Tamluk subdivision — 0 lakh maunds in terms of rice. 

(c) Supplies of foodgrains were sent from time to time in accordance 
with requirements. 

(d) No. 

(e) (i) The prevailing prices in June, 1943, when notice of the question 

was received were per maund wholesale, and R8.2G j)er maund retail. 

^ (it) Precise figures a^;e not available. 

Afiti-hoarding Drive in Khulna district. 

•125a Mr. NACENDRA MATH SEN: .Will the llon’ble Minister in 
charge of the (/ivil Supplies Department be pleased to state: — 

(a) the total am(nint piyable as travelling allowances to officeis and 

other i)ersons employed in the Anti-hoarding Drive in June, 1943, 
in the district of Khulna ; 

(b) the total quantity of rice ami iwddy founil in q^cess of the indivi- 

dual’s reiiuirements up to the 31st Deieiiiher, 1913, in that 
^ district; and 

(r) the total (piantity of jiaddy and ri(‘e seized? 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: (a) Us 4,139-3 
{b) Paddy — 148,708 maunds. 

Rice — 13,235 maunds. 

[c) Paddy — 53,949 niuunds. 

Rici* — 1,137 maunds. 

Soaroity of ooai in Calcutta and mufassal districts. 

•128. MV. PRATUL CHANDRA CANCULI : (o) Will the Hon’hle 
Minister in charge of the ('‘ivil Supplies Df*parlment l)e pleastMl to stale 
what arrangements, if any, luive been made to meet the (mxiI seal city in 
Calcutta and mufassal districts? 

(5) Is it a fact — 

(i) that wagons loaded with <‘oal are arriving in ('aleuttu; 

{it) that coal is not available in Calcutta; and 

{Hi) that inanv families in (hib utta and mufassal districts aie sometimes 
eom|>ene<l to go without focni for want of coal? 

(c) If the answer to (6) is in the athrmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what arrangements, if any, liave l>eeii made To supply 
eaeh family with coal neiavssarv for ctH>kiug their food? 

The HOfl’I^le Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The i>osition as it was on the 

14th September, 1943, was as follows ; — 

(a) The breaches on the hkist Indian Railway have caused serious diffi^'ul- 
tiea in the trans^xn't of coal. The (Controller of Coal Distribution has 
arranmd to send 25 wagons of soft <*oke to (\dciit(a every day. But actual 
arriviUs have not quite reached that figure. Recently he has also agreed 
to allot 5 more wa«>iis jier day for' the districts. Additional wagons arc 
being brought bjj the Aeiirfgaiii-NashipQre route. 
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(6) (Q Teg. 

(it) No. 

(iii) Government have had no such reports. 

(c) It is o]>en to anv family to buy its coal from a retail dealer in the 
neighbourhood. 

Issue of permits for selling essential eommodities in Dinajpus distriot 

•m. Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: {a) Will the llon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the names of jx’rsons holding permits for selling (1) kerosene^ 

(2) atta, (3) flour and (4) sugarcandy in the district of Dinajpur; 

(ii) whether the |)ernilt-holders are idd and hona fide dealers or new 

ones ; and 

(m) the principle followed in issuing such permits? 

(b) TV^ill the Hon’ble Minister be jdeaeed to sfaie^ whether it is a fact 
that — 

(i) old and hotui fide dealers w’ere refused pennits; and 

{ii) that permits were issued to |K*rsoiis new in the held owning no shop 
or busiru'ss in the line? 

(c) If the answer to {h) is in the attirmative, will the llon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

(d) Is it a fact that iiersons of the said di.strict, conviided under the 
Defence of India lliiles for black-marketing, bavo lK*en given |w*r!nils to 
sell kerosene, atta, flour, etc. ? 

(r) Will the Hon'hle Minister 1h* ])leu.sed to staite whether it is a Jacl, 
that disjKisal of applications f<M’ such |H‘rmits is inordinately delayed in some 
cases for 5 months at the Sadar? 

(/) Will the iron’hle Minister he pleased to slate whether Si. llarendra 
Nath l)e, a dealer in the town of Dinaji»ur, and Sj. Jogendra Nath Nandy, 
a dealer in I>alimga<m in isdiee-station Kaliagnnj in the Sadar sulslivision, 
had appli(‘d for [>ermit? 

(//) If so, will the flon’ble Minister he nleused to state whether any order 
has been passed on their applications? If so, when? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: (n)(i) The time and laliour 

involved in the compilation of such a list, would not l>e commensurate with 
the imiKirtance of the subject. 

(ii) The permit-holders are all hona fide dealers and most of them are old 
dealers. 

(lii) The principle followed is one of public utility, viz., equitable distri- 
bution through reliable dealers. If there is nothing against an old dealer, 
preference is given to him over new dealers. If however an old dealer is 
found unreliable, [^reference is given to any reliable dealer over him. 

ih) and (c) Most of the jiermit-holders are old hnui fide dealers, but all 
old dealers r ould not be given permits, where it was found necessary U) 
reduce the numlier of shops for effective contiol. Some new dealers were 
also a[>i>f>iTited when on dividing consumption aleas into zoneH» for the pur|sise 
of controlled distribution it was found that old dealers were noh available 
in any particular zone, 

id) No such case is known. 

(e) No. 

(/) and (V/) Both applieil ff>r |>ermits. No iH^niit could be given to Babu 
Harendra Nath De yis there was no vaoancy. Me application of Babu 
Jogendra Nath Nandy for restoration of his permiOhas been refused. 
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Mr. NItHITHA MATH KUNDUs Will the Hon’ble be pleaaed 

to stftte why more than a year wa8 taken to reply to this question F 

Tlwj How^bla Mr* H* §• SUHRAWARDYs Well, Sir, I haTe confessed 
before and I still confers that many of these questions remained buried. 
We considered the possibility for at least two sessions of placing these 
questions before the Hon’ble the Speaker and then coming to a decision as 
to which questions are still of topical interest and to withdraw those that 
were not. i found that we could not just come to that final position and 
I thought it better to answer all the questions even though they were out 
of date. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will it be possible for the Hon’ble 
Minister to give us the number of the total dealers and the number of old 
dealers, with reference to answer («)(«')? 

Th0 H(Nl’bl0 Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY S No. Sir, I could not do it. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDUs Did the Hon’ble Minister personally 
examine the list of dealers? 

Th 0 Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No, Sir 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDUs Will the Hon’ble Minister be’pleased 
to state how be was satisfied without examining the list and without know- 
ing the total number of old dealers and dealers tliat the permit-holders are 
all bona fide dealers and most of them are old dealers? 

Th0 Hoil’bl6 Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY. This is the answer as given 
by the responsible officers who examined the list. tSurely the honourable 
member does not suggest that I should examine tlie list of all the dealers 
in Bengal and come to decisions. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDUs Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
by putting this (juestion the member practically complained against the 
District (’ivil Supply Autliorities who supplied these answers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No. Sir, I do not consider 
this in the nature of a complaint. This is a request for information. It 
the honourable member has any complaint to make, I sliall l)e very gl^d to 
receive his complaint and then forward it for enquiry. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDUs With reference to answer (rt), is 
the Hon'ble Minister aware that this member published an elaborate state- 
ment in all the newspapers in (’alcutta and gave at least two names where 
those persons were convicted of black-marketing and still allowed to continue 
to sell kerosene? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No. Sir, 1 am not aware of 
that. 

Pay of certain ollloers undw Civil SupiAies D^Mrtnwnt 

•128. Mr. MADHUSUDAN 8ARKAR; Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Civil Supplies Department pleased to state — 

{a) the respective pays of — 

, (i) the Rationing Inspectors, and 

(ii) the Textile Inspectors 
under the Civil* Supplies Department; 

(6) whether he is aware that ^ome officers from the Sales-tax Department 
as well as from the Education Department have been deputed 
there as such and 

(c) the rates of theift pay drawn by the officers referred to in (b) P 
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Tte Hoii’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: ia) (i) R8.125 per inoath. 

(it) For direct recruits Rs.l2o per month and for officers already iu 
Oovemment service grrade pay and Ra.20 subject to a total pa\' not to exceed 
B8.126, 

(b) Yes. 

(c) Vide reply to part (a). 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL. Will the Hon ble Minister be pleased 
to state it he is aware that as a result of the inadequacy of pay of the 
Inspectors i)l the Provincial Textile Department a g^ood amount of abuse 
and corruption is rampant in the rankP 

The HOfl’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY. I doubt very much whether 
it is due to inade(iiia€\ of ]>ay. I think it is din* to inadeijuucy of personnel. 

Appointment of ladies in Civil 8ijpplies Department. 

MM. Mr. MD. ABUL FAIL: Will the Hon l)le Minist**r in charge of 
the Civil Sii])j>lies Department be pleased to state — 

(fl) the present nnmlM*r of ladies employed in tin* Cixil Supples Depart- 
ment; 

(b) how many of them are Muslims; 

(r) in whal duties they are employed; and 

(d) whether they an* 1<» maintain any iliury or any lei’oid about their 
worky 

The Hon’hle Mr. iH. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: lol 

ih) Fiv<‘ 

Mo^ll\ (Ml cleiK'.il wnik, a few hem;' employed as T\ pists, Sleno- 
yraplit‘fs .uni lelefilnuie Operator*. One of them i.s emplo>ed as a local 
auditor 

id) No 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Minister he plea.sed 
to state what stt*ps ( iovt'rimient liave taken to ensure that the pio|M)ilion of 
Muslim lad\ emjiloyees is equal to, if not exceeding, the numher of Hindu 
.uid non-Muslim hnU em])lo\ee,M in the department ? 

The Hon’ble Mr, H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY S Sir, tin* riovemment has 
taken no steps. 

• Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYALs Is the HoTi'])le Mnu-'iei .iwan* that us 
a !*esnlt of a huge niimher of Hindu and non-Muslim ladv emjdoyees being 
t*mployt*d in the department as against ,\ cuiTes|M>ndiiigl y larg«*r numher 
of male Muslim employees tliere is a (‘onsiderahle amount of anuovance and 
sometimes corruption in the department in n‘gaid the relation between 
the male and female em[)lo\i*es of flu* si^ctiony 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The assumption made hy 
the honourable memlier is entirely wTong. There is no corre.sjronding 
increase in the number of male emjdoyees owing to an increase in the 
of female emjdoyees. As a matter of fact | liave to n‘gret to .state 
that iu all departinentM of Civil Supjdies we have not been able to maintain 
Jhe communal ratio and the number of Muslim i*mplovees is bchiw timl to 
which they are entitled. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYALs Has the attention of (Tovernment been 
drawn to any petition oi application from a section of (he ladv assi.stantH 
employed m the offi ' * 

are being constanth 
the department Y • 


ce ot Hie t ontroller <if Kationing, (‘alcutta, that they 
pestered and annoye<l by Mnelim male employees of 
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Mr. SPEAKER: i tin not think that thin question arise. Next. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir. 1 am on my lefrs. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have called the next. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Is it because it involves the honour 
of flindu that you disallow that question? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. Will you please sit down ? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Yes, I will, but this i.s a very serious 
mutter. This is a matter of life and death to woir»en of Ben^^al. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am sorry it does not arise out of the question. You 
are hrin^^injf in miltters which do not arise out of this question. That is 
why I thouffht it is waste of time. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Y ou know also that there are (|uestionK 
on this subject which J asked and which you disallowed several tiine.s and 
J have been trying to get at 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will you please sit down ? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I will, but tln^ is a (jiiestioii mvolving 
the honoui of my mothers and sisters. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order jdease. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: 1 want thi> an.swer whether Hindu 
girls will be ])rotected or not. 

Mr. SPEAKER: If >ou persist like this I will huM* to taki* tlisciplinary 
action against nou. I must tell you that you aic entitled to ask siijqd**- 
mentary (juestioiis but then* is a limit to this Here it ^^as a jmn* (pi(‘stion 
of liou many Muslims and h<»\v mans Hindus were aiqrointed hut \ ou 
brought in the iiuestion (d se\, \ou brought in tht* qiie.stion oi eoi-iuption 
aij^d all those which do not at all aris<‘ out ot the question. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: The <iuest,on ot se\ thete m th>‘ 
question. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is amrther mattt*r. You eaiinot hiing in tiiese 
questions. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sii])plemeiitar\ (juestion 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 do not allow that. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I have another sniqilemeiitary ques- 
tion . 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will not allow that. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I have a right to put another question. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Nonsense. Will YOU please sit down ? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: AVill you kindly withdraw that word 
‘‘nonsense’’ ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: No. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: You have been in the habit of saying 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have re)>eutedly asked you not to put any question 
but still you are persisting. 1 am sorry it is a conduct unbecoming of a 
member of this House. 

Mr. OH I REN OR A Mi^TH DATTA: Sir, 1 would request you to with- 
draw the word “uouseusq ’ w hich is unparliamentary. ^ 



1944.] 


QUESTIONS. 


467 


Mr. SPEAKER: It is not at all unparliamentary. I did not mean that 
a certain member has got no sense. 1 never intended that. Even if I say 
that a certain expression is nonsensical, certainly it is no offence against 
any member. I never cast any reflection on any member. If I have 
hurt the feelings of any member of this House, 1 am really very sorry for 
it. I never intended it and even now I say that I never intended to wound 
the feelin|^ of anybody . But I have got to carry on the business of the 
House according to rules, and I must see that the rules are not infringed. 

Dr^ NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Supplementary question 

Mr. SPEAKER; On this question? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Yes. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am not going to allow that. I liave closed the 
question. 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL. Sir, 1 was on my legs and 1 wanted to 

put supplementary questions as u matter of right 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. Dr. Sunyal, 1 ask you to sit down. I 
have closed the question 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Why should you clow* it? You do not 
realise our teelings on this question. 

Mr. SPEAKER; 1 realise everyhod> ‘s f<*eiiug. I am not going to 
cniss words with }ou. 1 ask \oii to .sit down. Otherwiw* 1 shall have to 
take disci}>lirjar\ action. * 

Dr, NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I do not (juestion \our ruling. ' 

Mr. SPEAKER: This is ni,\ iast warning. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Sir, 1 ho]H‘ v.ki will imt give way 
to 4'A( iteiio‘]i : \ on have a ruling that this (jiieslion is closed. Hut 

iiia\ 1 invite, \oui .iitenfnui to ,\our own precedent that although you have 
tor llie l;nie hciii;; (^ln>^c(l a tjuesiKiu, still K'g.inl h<*ing had to the iniport- 
tince of the jMojioscd ([uestion \ou hav4‘ allowed (juestions to he pul. Now, 
Sir. siroe ihc (|Ucsiion iis:>If ^^as of such a nature that it li'ads t^i supjile- 
inentar\ ijiic^tion* uhnlt weic put h\ Dr. San\al, I ajipeal to you, to 
reroiisidci \oin derision. Since \ou have Nour.self .said that >ou liarl no 
mind to hurt the f(M*liiigs jit an\ member I hojie you will allow some more 
questions to he put. And on liehalf of this .side. Sir, 1 nnjilore you with 
folded hands t(j iccoiisider your d4*cision and allow those questions to be 
put. 

Mr. SPEAKER: J have ahead y given nn decision and I am not going 
to allow any moie siiiqileinentury que>«tionH on this que.stion. 

Question time is over. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: gue.stkm time is not over yet becauae 
we have taken a longer time for jirayer. We resumed at ten minutes to 
live. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: No, no 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Y"ou ask your Secretary, 8ir. 

Mr. SPEAKER (after <onsuI(ing Secret a rA > : 1 understand thaf there 

are still two minutes left. . 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Supplenun tary queatioii. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am rK]4 g’cing to allow any more siijqdementary 
questions. I have dosed that chapter. . ^ 

Or. NALINAKSHA 'SANYAL: Why ih/you lakonbis attitude, Sir? 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. 1 am uot j?oing to explain my conduct 
If you do not resume your seat, 1 have got to take drastic action. I am not 
going to allow any more supplementap’^ questions. Finis. Dr. Sanyal 
will >ou kindly resume j^our seat? Thijji i.s my last warning. 

Dr, NALINAKSHA SANYAL: 1 ai»peal to you most respectfully tha^ 
it is a mailer which cannot be treated in this way and I respectfully reques' 
you to reconsider vour decision. The point is a vital one and the maniiei 
in \ihich thi^ f|uestion which lias Wn hanging fire for two ses.sions is being 
treated with least courtesy by you and your (lepartment makes m© feel ver\ 
hurt and i submit once again that today at hmst wlien we have got . ar 
opj)ortunt> you will not gag us. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 h ave not gagged anybody. If vou had put .supple- 
mentarv questions which were ndevaiil 1 would have allowed that, hut now 
you have taken a prettN long time and 1 am not going to allow any mor€ 
supphunentary ()U(‘stiou8 on this (piestioii at all. You have made certain 
retiectioii on my office and myself also with regard to this question, and 1 
have got to look into this question. (Dr. Xalinaksh\ Sanyal; I main- 
tain tiiatj I will see how' tar my office and m\.H<‘lf are responsible for this 
and T shall be able, I hope, to make a statement to that effect tomorrow. 
But in the meaniime I hope. Dr. Sanyal, you will obey my ruling 

Question time is over. 

Babu MADHUSUDAN SARKAR: On a point oi ])rlvil(‘ge, Sii , in con- 
nection w'ith question No. 120. The (piestum ilselt was tabled by nnself 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, <uder. I am not going lo allow any •more 
discussion. * 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Sir, aie not memhers entitled to stand 
on points of privilege Y 

Mr. SPEAKER: Certainly, and I never slooil in their wm\ of doing so. 

Amendments to Bengal Legislative Assembly Procedure Rules. 

Babu MADHUSUDAN SARKAR: Sn, 1 w'a.'^ uot allow'ed to put 
supplementary <jue.mions 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ordei •, order, liet Us pn)ceed to the next business, 
1 think a point of order was raised, but before Lgo to the next business I 
would like to know’ whut this point of order is.^>ecause 1 cannot give my 
ruling without hearing it. It would have been better if the Deputy Speaker 
had been here, but I think it ma\ be stated shorth what this point of order 
wm.s. 

Dr. SYAMAPRASAD MOOKERJEE: Sir, the point of order which I 
raised >esterda> is a very simple one. An amendment w^as moved by Sir 
Nuzimuddin to the effect that the Chairman of the Select Committee to be 
appointed to consider the proposed rules of procedure sliall be elected by 
tne Committee ilself. My point of order is that under rule 54(.3^ “the 
Minister in charge of the department to which a Bill relates shall, if he is 
a member of the Assembly, ordinarily Im? Chairman of the Committee”. 
In the nreseni instance, this sub-rule does uot at all apply, nor did Sir 
Nazimudtlin claim that it does apply because there is no Minister in charge 
of the* department to which the Bill relates, namely, the Assembly itself. 
Sir Nazinnnidin lias admitted that there i.s lO) provision in the rules for the 
selection of such a Chairman. Therefore. Sir. the rule that applies in this 
case is rule 110, namely, “the Speaker ma\, b^ orders not inconsistent with 
these rules, provide for matters for which no provision is made and may 
give such directions as may be necessary tor giving effect to these rules 
and such orders.” *^r Nazimuddin himself aoinit^ed that there was no 
provisiqn in the rulei for the selection of Chairman of a Select Committee. 
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1b the oirciimstaiue.s in which it was beinir thought that the Hou»e cannot 
bv means of a resolution amend the rules, and what Sir Xajsimuddin propos- 
ed to do would be nothinp short of an amendment of tlie rules. For this 
reason the amendment is out of order and the matter should be loft to you 
as Speaker under rule 116 and you may give such directions as you may 
consider fit and proper. 

The Hon’fole Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I maintain, Sir, that there 
16 no rule existing at present which provides for a (’hainnnn of a Select 
Oommittee wlien the amending rules are referretl to the Select Committee, 
and as there is no rule the House has the inherent right to pass a resolution 
that 80 and so should l>e the Chairman of the Select Committee. T .submit, 
Sir, that it no amendment (d the rule.'j, because it would be an anuMulment 
if there wa‘' ;uia provision either lor or against it. 

Mr. jqCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Why should it not he left to the 
Speaker, Sir!" 

Mr. SPEAKER: Th.n i.s a dif!< 'rent matter. 

The Hon’ble Khwaia Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Ma\ I add jnst one word 
more!' The Speaker wifi only come in if the House <)id not give any direc- 
tion in this matter. Then, the question will an.se, hu\\ i.s the Chairman 
goin^ to lt<‘ elect'd fi will not necessari to rai''e sindi a question if 
the Hoii.>e ac<<‘pts m\ amendment, 

Dr.| SYAMAPRASAD MOOKERJEE: Mn\ I iusl ]>oint out this in 
ans\M*r to what Sir Nazynnddin has ^aidy Hnle llt>. i.s specific. It makes 
no leferi'iiee to anv direc tKJii which the House nia\ give in resiw'et iif these 
rules It sa\ s that tiie Speak<‘i ma\ b\ onlers not itHainsistent with these 
rule^ piovi(l<* foi matteis ioi which there is mt provision made in the rules 
There i.s no (|uesti(»n (d diii‘(tion being given. 


Ruling on the Point of Order of Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjeo. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The leal point i** tliis: whether in a inattei whert* 
there is no sp(*cific jirovision in the lules the House can give a direction, 
^ow, so far as I read rule 11(1 it appears clear to me that all residuary 
power ha'- been vested in the Speaker, viz., wdiere tliere is no provision, it 
IS for tile Speaker t(t mak<' provision hy orders not inconsistent with the 
rule.s. Now, it ma\ be stated that as the very rules liave be<'fi made by 
this lTons(‘ why then tliis Hoimi* should n<d liave (he ])ow’<‘r to gi\(* tlirectinn 
The answer to m> mind appear.s to be clear, and it i.s tliis. Rules arc made 
•w’ith certain foi maliti(*s. They are binding and they (annot Ik* altered by 
a mere resolution; for that will negative (he ver\ pnr})os<* of the rules. 
Wlieii there is a .-.pecific provision in the rules vesting all residnary power 
in the Speaker. I think that anv residntion which waiit^ to lake away tihat 
pow'er of the SjM*aker is ulira vircfi. If there had been a provision like this: 
‘‘Subject to the direction.s of the House, the Speaker ma.\ by order not 
inconsistent with these rules jirovide for matters for which there is no 
provision made’\ The Hon.se could have given an\ direction at aiiv time 
in €»xercise of (lie jiower llins res(*iTpd to it. In rri\ opinion, therefore, the 
present motion is out of order. 

The Moffi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: M\ motion as amended by 
the Hoii.s<' rnav be put to vote now. 

The motifin of the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin that the proposed 
ameiidinentN bc referred to a Select C^lInmitt<‘e. as amended b\ llie II<»Uhe, 
namely, tliat the proposed ariiendinent.s to the Rengal Tiegislative AHsembly 
Procedure Rules be referred to. a Select Oginmittee consisting of - 

(1) The Hoii’hlc Mr. Tul'ii f.’handra Go.swaini, \ » 

(2) The HonTde Mr. K. Shahabuddin, h 

(3} Mr. Mukunda Beharv Mullick, 
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(4) Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ah, 

(5) Dr. Abdul Motaleb Malik, 

<6) Mr. Fazlur Eahman (Dacca), 

(7) Mr. A. F. Stark, 

(8) Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy, 

(li) Dr. SyamapraHad Mookerjee, 

(fO) Mr. Syed Badrudduja, 

(11) Dr. Naliiiaksha Sanyal, 

(12) liai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri, 

(13) Mr. Abul lloHHain Ahmed, 

(14) Mr. T'pendra Nath Kdbar, and 

(!“)) The Hoirble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin (the mover), 
with irhstructions to submit their report by the 15th January, 1945, and tha 
I he (|Uorum of the. Select Committee be fiixed at 5 was then put and 
division taken with the following result: — 

AYES-4t. 


Abdul Aziz, Maulana Md. 

Abdul Haftz, Mr. Mirza. 

Abdul Hakim, Maulvl (Mymantingh). 
Abdul Hakim VIkrampurl, Maulvl Md. 
Abdul Majid, Mr. Syed (Noakhail). 

Abdul Motalab Malik, Or. 

Abdur Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. F. M. 
Abdur Rashead, Maulvl Md. 

Abdur Rauf, Khan Bahadur Maulvl 8. 
(Howrah). 

Abdur Rauf, Khan Bahadur Shah (Rang* 
pur). 

Abdus Shahoed, Maulvl Md. 

Abul Fazi, Mr. Md. 

Abul Hashim, Maulvl. 

Abul Masud, Kazl. 

Abul Quasem, Maulvl. 

Ahmed Hoaain, Mr. 

Alfazuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvl. 
Amlnullah, Khan Sahib Maulvl. 

Amir All Mia, Maulvl Md. 

Aulad Hoitain Khan, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvl. 

BadI Ahmed Choudhury, Khan Bahadur 
Hail. 

Barma, the Hon’ble Mr. Premharl. 
Barman, Babu Shyama Prosad. 

BIrkmyre, Sir Henry, Bart. 

Chakrabarty, Babu Harendra Narayan. 
Chippendale, Mr. J. W. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Dae, Ral Sahib Anukul Chandra. 

Datt, Babu Debendra Nath. 

Fazlur Quadir, Khan Bahadur Maulvl. 
Fazlur Rahman, Mr. (Daoca). 

Fazlur Rahman, Khan Bahadur (Mymen- 
tlngh). 

Gladding, Mr. D., C.I.E. 

Qolam Rabbani Ahammad, Maulvl. 
Qomta, Mr. R. A. 

Ooewamlj the Hon*ble Mr. Tulil Chandra. 
Gupta, Mr. J. N. 

Gurung, Mr. Damber Singh, 

Qyaauddin Ahmed Choudhury, Alhadj. 
Hahzuddin Choudhuri, Maulvl 
Hamiduddin Ahmad, Khan Sahib. 
Haaanuuaman, Khan Sahib Maulvl ^d. 
Hitemally damadar, Kh|,n. Sahib Maulvl. 
Haywood, Mr. Rogers. } 

Jasimuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvl. 


Kabiruddin Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulv 
Kazem All Mirza, Sahibzada Kawan <la 
Syed. 

Kennedy, Mr. l. G. 

McIntosh, Mr. G., C.B.E. 

Mandal, Mr. Amrita Lai. I 
Mandal, Mr 4 Banku Beharl. 

Mandal, Mr. Jagat Chandra. 

Mandal, the Hon'ble Mr. Jogendra Natl 
Mohammed All, Khan Bahaffur. 
Morgan, Mr. G., C.I.E. 

Mozammel Huq, Maulvl Md. 
Muhammad Abdul Halim Molla, Mr. 
Muhammad Ibrahim, Maulvl. 
Muhammad Ishaque, Maulvl. 
Muhammad Itrall, Maulvl. 

Mukerjea, the Hon’ble Mr. Taraknat 
M.B.E. 

Mullick, Mr. Mukunda Behary. 
Mullick, the Hon'ble Mr. Pulin Behary 
Musharruff Hossain, the Hon’ble Nawa 
Khan Bahadur. 

Mustagawtal Haque, Mr. Syed. 
Nazimuddin, the Hon’ble Khwaja SI 
K. C.I.E. 

Ralkut, Mr. Prasanna Deb. 

Razaur ‘^^ahman Khan, Mr. 

Sadaruddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Sahruddln Ahmed, HaJI. 

Sahebe*Alam, Mr. Syed. 

Salim, Mr. 8. A. 

Sarkar, Babu Madhusudan. 

Serajul Islam, Mr. 

Shahabuddin, the Hon’ble Mr. Khwaj 
C.B.E. 

Stngha, Babu Kshetra Nath. 

Sirdar, Babu Litta Munda. 

Smart, Mr. J. N. 

Smyth-Osbourne, Mr. 0. G. 

Stark, Mr. A. F. 

Suhrawardy, the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 
Stevenson, Mr. R. A. H. 

Tamizuddin Khan, the Hon’ble Mr. 
Thorman, Mr. C. M. 

Wallfsr, Mr. J. R. 

Walker, Mr. W. A. M., C.B.E. 

Yusuf All Chvidhury, Mr. 

Zahur Ahmed Choudhury, Maulvl. 
Zillur Rahman Shah Choudhury. Maub 
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NOES-^. 


Abdul Hafiz, Mr. Mia. 

Abdul Wahid, Maulvi. 

Abdur Razzak, Maulvi. 
Badruddola, Mr. Syed. 

Barma, Mr. Puipailt. 

Barman, Mr. Upendra Nath. 
Batu, Mr. Santosh Kumar. 
Bhawmik, Dr. Gobinda Chandra. 
Chaudhuri, Rai Harendra Nath. 
Outta Gupta, Miss Mira. 

Edbar, Mr. Upendranath. 

Faziui Huq, Mr. A. K. 

Chose, Mr. AtuI Krishna. 
Glasuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Hasan Ali Chowdhury, Mr. Syed. 
Kumar, Mr. AtuI Chandra. 
Kundu, Mr. Nishitha Nath. 
Lahiri, Babu Ashutosh. 

Majumdar, Mrs. Hemaprova. 


Maqbul Hoerin, Mr. 

Masud Ali Khan PannI, AI-HadJ Maulvi. 
Mookeriee, Dr. Syamaprasad. 

Muhammad Afzal. Khan Bahadur Maulvi 


Nandy, Maharaja Srlaohandra, of Coealm- 
bazar. 

Ramizuddin Ahmed, Mr 
Roy, Mr. Charu Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath. 

Roy, Mr. Patiram. 

Sanaullah, Dr. 

Sanyai, Mr. Sasanka Sekhar. 

Sen, Mr. AtuI Chandra. 

Sen, Mr. Dhirendra Nath. 

Shahedall, Mr. , 

Thakur, Mr. Pramatha Ranjan. 

Total Ahmed Choudhury, Maulvi HaJI. 
Waliur Rahnum, Maulv). 


The Ayen 89 and the Noes diJ, the motion was curru'd. 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal Finance Bill, 1944. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL; Mr Dtputy Speaker, Sir 1 wa.s 
wondering*- what >ou would d.» with re^-ard t(» the first motion of the MaVor 
of Calcutta, re^^urdiy^ which we suhmitted on the previous occasion tliat 
the question of the ,»dmissihilit \ ot this motion miffhi he I'econsidered. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: It was disallowed. 

Dr.* NALINAKSHA SANYAL: The disallowance was on the ground 
that tiie (iovernor did not as^mt to the earmarking- of u ]>ortion of the 
revenue of the province in the maniiei sug-gested. I have looked up the 
Government ot Indi.i Act 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Are you on a point of order!" \ ou are not, 
moving" \oiii inoiion !" 

Dr, NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I am first on a point of order re^ardinff 
the first om* disallowed. If you kindl> n‘ad that portion you will find that, 
this aiiuMidmeiit onl> seeks to limit th<‘ apidication of ihi.s Act to the muni- 
cipal limits ot Calcutta on I'crtain conditions. It «loes not <»armark any 
revenue 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Dr San\al, ,\mi are not in order. Tlu' 
proposci ot tln‘ aiiKMidinent did not move it ami as far as 1 rememher he 
was not present here at tliat time. So \our jw.int of (.rder does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, th»‘ jire.sema* or ahsemM* of a 
iiiemher does not take away the authority or the rej^ularity of an order of 
partit iilar motion or motions. If after you declare it to hiy in order the 
motion i.s not moved, then the motion will drop automatically. The practice 
of the House ha.s been that if a mem her is not present, w-ith a shori-uoliee 
amendment of the Party Whip, the Speaker has allowed other members to 
take up the matter. Here is an imjiortant amendment. The amendment 
does not propose to earmark any existinpr revenue of the jirovince about 
which the Finance Department miplit hiive pnihahly mi.sjjuided the Governor, 
and il onl\ se<‘ks to limit tlie application of tbi.s Act to the municinal liinits 
of Caiditta ^uhjed to cert.iin conilitions If there w-as anv -actual previous 
revenue which a particular motion wa*. seekinji-'^t'* reserve or allocate for a 
parti(*ular pui jio'-e, tlien the (Governor’s r*am-tiom would ."Urely he needed. 
But, Sir, in a mutter like this I fail to understaml how the (iovernor’a 
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intervention c^men in, particularly when it relates to limiting application to 
a particular place only under certain conditions. It is not a question of 
limiting the revenue; it is a question of limiting the application to an area. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I quite follow you. I am sorry the 
Governor has refused consent. 1 cannot allow that discussion. You please 
move your motion No. 13. 

Dr. NALINAK6HA SAKYAL: I bow to your ruling. I moved on 
the previous occasion my motion that in clause 1(«3), in line 2, for the 
figures “1948” the figures “1947” W substituted. 

I need hardly speak again over this point after the elaborate explanation 
lliat I gave to the House for limiting the life of the present legislation even 
if the legislation is found necessary. 1 \i(uild like, Sir, to add only one 
word, namely, that we w'ant every year, if not every year at least every 
two years, an opportunity to re-examine the position, but so far as niv 
motion is concerned liave allow'ed twr) years to give a sufficiently long 
})eriod to Govehim<‘nt to examine the implications of a taxation measure a.s 
well as to ])arti(‘s who would be involved as a result of this taxation, and 
tlierefore T would not like to go ]»eyond 194<. I do presutne that 1)\ tliat 
time the ]»re.sent war will come to an end and we shall he in a ])osition t(^ 
review our entire financ(*s and then .see whether wc are to continue thi> 
taxation or we would liave to adopt an\ other comprelieiisive jiiece of legis- 
lation covering various fields of taxation a.s may be necessary in view of 
the financial circumstances of the province at the time. 

With these words I move this motion and 1 hoja* the Hous<‘ will accej't 
the motion without division. * 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: 1 would only say 
one thing. I admit that the period of emergency cannot be a matt(*r of 
meticulous computation, but as far as 1 have Ix'en able to calculate, we 
sihall require at h*ast tlins* years to readjust our financial position. I 
do admit also that tliree yeais may be just as arbitrary as two years but 
at the same time it is our opinion that we .should have this tax tor tiie next 
three years. 

The motion of lylian Bahadur Huji Badi Ahmed rhowdhurv that in 
clause line 2, for the figures “1948” the figures “1940” be suhstituted 

was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nulinakshu Sanyal that in clause 1 (.j), line 2, foi 
the figures “1948“ the figures “1947“ lie .mib.stituted wa.s then put and lost./ 

The que.stiou tliat clause 1 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed io. 

('Uivsf 2. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, 1 beg to move that in clau.se 2(7), 
in the last line, after the word “aecordingly “ the words, figures and 
brackets “and no exemption tiom payment of this levy shall be allowed 
under MM tioii 8(2) of the suitl Aet“ be inserted. 

Sir, this clause relates to the levy of amusement taxes and it has been 
provided in the main piece of that legislation that the Provincial Goverik- 
ment has been given some poners to exempt certain parties in regard to 
payment of this tax under certain circumstances. There are also certain 
experieucW in this regard. If the case of Government is that Government’s 
finances are in a very bad way and Government re<|uire some amount of 
financial succour, then the question of exemption must he very caivfully 
examined. I have come across s(»me instances in which organisations and 
persons who are very conqietent to make a eoctribution to the coffers of 
the State have been allov^l exemptions on grounds which are very difficult 
to understand. The Lociv? Government may exempt certain organisations 
that carry on charitable or any beneficent activities and in order to assist 
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such chanties may arrange amusement and sell tickets on account of the 
saute. A j)rovision in that regard has been made that if the total incom^ 
or total earnings obtained from such charities reveal that the total expendi- 
ture involved is not more than 25 per cent, then Government allows such 
charity shows to 1 h* exempted from the operation of the amusement tax. I 
have no doubt that this is a very healthy practice and mv sugwstion that 
Government’s power be curtailed in regard to section 8(2) will still leave 
ample jwwers in the hands of Government to exempt such bomi fide cases 
w’hen exemptions would be in the interest of the people and the public. 
But, Sir, Government have exempted all the military personnel including 
civil persons who have been vested with temporary military ranks because 
of their association with certain offices like the railways, port, and so on, 
and such persons get exempted from the tax although at the present moment 
their earnings have gone up and they are in a position to contribute to the 
State sufficient amount b\ way of such taxes. Ganteens, where drums of 
wdiiskies are daily sold and consumed, wliere persons literally throw’ away 
m(oie\ earned <‘N(‘wliei'e, are exempted frtuii taxation •for show’s that they 
hold 

T submit that in th<*se respeiUs (T4»\ernm(‘n1 should have ni» ]M)wer to 
provide exemjitioiis With this intention, Sir, I want to limit the power of 
exi'iiiptioii from the oj)(*iation of this taxation which is left in the iiaiuls of 
(ioM*rnment. I suhmii tlitit vested with this power Government have on 
many occasions ahused that ]u»wer to exempt persons and organisations who 
are ]ir(d»abl\ tlicir favourites and llie\ are also likely to take furtlier 
measures of abuse of this cluiraeter. 

With t]i(‘se wordsf Sir. 1 commend my rnolioti for acceptance of the 
House 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: T)r Sanyal, your motion No. 10 is disallow- 
tnl Y()U*move \ our motion No. 17 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir. in moving my amembiient No. 17 
J am surprised to learn that my amendment, item No. 1(5. which sought to 
iiKTease tli<* lax on In-tting has been disallow’ed. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Dr Sanyal, \ou move your next motion. 

Dr, NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, in moving mv motion, I submit 
that it is (luite in the fitness of tilings tliat the pre.sent Finance Minister 
and the Chief Minister who enlerlain prohahly some love for the race field 
would be liking not to obtain the Governor’s sanction in regard to thia 
matter. Sir, the House knows ver\ well how’ the* public of Bengal fe<*lH, 
and I really am amused to find that w’hile Government, on the' one band, 
wants to increase the r<*veniies, on the otlicr haml, when memb<*rM of the 
Opjiosition are showing them the way properly to find out the avenues to 
increase their revenues, eertain things are hapfK*ning and they are bungling 
the matter. They bavt* not even the courage to come to the Ijegislnture. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Dr Sanyal, you move your motion first- - 
Item No 17, 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, I am moving with my observa- 
tions. I wdll move mv motion in my own way. I am not bound to move 
the motion in tlie beginning. J will <lo that at tfie end. 

As you wrill notice. Sir, clause 2(2) (7/,) 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sii, riiuwhat motion he is speak- 
ing*' Let him move his motion first and then he ran speak. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: You cannot dictate the manner 
and method of moving his niofion to a member. • 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Ife sb][\uld follow the normal 
procedure. 
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Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: 8ir, clauses; 2(2) (h) and ('3)(/>) 
•eek to iiKTease or »oek to lay down the rate of taxation — for totalisator’s 
taxation at ten per cent., and yon know, Sir, that this House had expressed 
in the past^ 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: You are si)eaking on the amendment No. Hi 
which has been disallowed. Just move your motion first. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, I have got to give a prefac>e l)efore 
moving luy motion. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: You just move first and thei^ start. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: 1 can also move my motion later ou. 
It is ii matter dejiendent on my convenience. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; vSir, there must be a motion on 
which he must talk. , 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: There is no such rule that I must first 
say that 1 am moving my motion. Moliammed Ali, don’t try to teach your 
.grandmother. I onw huuI that to one of your bigger leader.s. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Are you my grandmother then ? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: You go and learn manners els<‘where. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Dr SanNal, <lon’t waste unir time. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: The.se two s^h-dauses (2) and (.'L 
relate to betting tax, and you will fiml elsewhere that we have tried to ixsluee 
the tax on eleetrieitv, i)artieularl,\ for relieving tlie domestic consumers, 
and it wa.s onh in tlie fitness of things that when we had to pass some 
legi.slation for greater income, we wanted to show to (lovernment the wa\ 
to (d)tuin an inerea.seil income elsewhere. It ^\()uld he in tlie public interi'st 
and still Government would uot care to face the Legislature, and the\ have 
not the courage to put it before the House and the.\ hu\e taken umouisc to 
l)a« k-door methods to cover and protect themselves. 

Sir, T move m\ motion (item No. 17) that in elaii.se 2(2}, in lilies 7 to 
9, the words and figures heginning from “and the tolalisator” anfl ending 
with “aeeordingly “ he omitted. 

Sir, n refeixMice tf) the Act will show that these words are comiih'tfdy 
TXMlundant and I .siihmil that the retention of these words in addition to the 
])reseiit w'ording (»f the .section as it now stumls would makf‘ the whol* 
section ratlier iiiiintelligihle or involved. I have some respect for the 
(d‘ the English language <d oui fiiend, the Finance Minister, and 1 would 
request him to compare the original enaetment, 1 mean the wordings of that 
iMmcimeiit, and to that these propo.sed words, and find out whether the adfli- 
lion of tliese words improves llie drafting or takes awa> the spirit or the 
lucidity of the draft . 

Wiili these words, 1 move item No. IT. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Dr Sanyal. item No. 18 is disallowe.i. 
You move item No. 19. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, about hem No. 18 I find that it 
has also lieeii disallowed. Item No. IG has been disallowed w]ier(‘ I wantf*] 

increase the revenue obtainable from betting, and here also I timl ihat 
tie*' same haek-door UH*thod has he^ui taken recourse to and it has been 
disallowed. 

With reganl to item No. 19, Sir, \ beg® to none that in clause IL.L. 
lines G to 8, the word.t /md figiue “and the betting U\x imposed under the 
said section 18 shall be^chargi'd, levied, and paid to the Provincial Goveru- 
nieut accordingly” be omitted. 
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I submit, Sir, that tlie addition of these words does not improve the 
drafting of the legislation and 1 have grave doubts if it would actually not 
make the whole section involved and lead to dithc iilties in future. Sir, 1 
will just show after the prayer what the actual difficulties are. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: You just finish it first. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In that case 1 will require a few 
minutes more. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER; Ye., >ou goon 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: So far a> this i. Mmcerned, you will 
noticing that tlie language is “and the betting tax imposed under the said 
section 18 shall be <*harged. Icvieil, and paid to the Provincial Government 
accordingly". The provision is tliat a certain maciiinery will be entrusted 
with the colleciion of the tax, ami that niachinerv in (’alcutta is the Turf 
Club 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER; How long you will take. Dr. Sanyal!^ 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL; 1 have to speak soimMhing about 
Turf Club i’*‘gaiding cidlec t ion . 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Then you will speak after adjournment. 

(At this stage the IIous<‘ was adjoumeil for lo imnules.) 

• ( Afivr a^ijoumment.) 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, continuing my observations on 
amendment No. 19, I beg lo invite \our attention 

Sir, is tliore any quorum ? 

(As thert' was no quorum the hell was rung and after some time the 
quojuiii was present.) 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, continuing mv argument I would 
invnc vour attention lo section lo of the Bengal Amuseimmts 'Pax Act, 
t-o vvliicii this Hub-clanse ‘JcVl ndates. d'he se<liim nmds thu.' “lo. 
Jlieic >liall a. from the second day of April, ]9‘TJ. Ik* charged, levied and 
paid to the (joveriimeiit of Bengal out of all monies j)aid into any lotalisator 
by way of stakes or bets, a tax on backers, lioreinalter ref«*rred to a** the 
totalisator tax, amounting to tour per cent ot every sum so paid; and four 
per ((’lit, of evei\ .sum so jcaid into ,i lotali.sator ^hall be d<H^mcd to have 
tieen |»aid ]»y the hacker on account cd tin* tot .liisator tax, and shall be 
recciyed by the stewards of the race-meeting on behalf of (iovernment . ” 
Now, 1 would like the Hou'ble Minister in charge' to read out to the* House 
hcjw ihii. .section would rea«l after tin* proposed amendment is ac‘cej»tecl bv 
the H. • use. I would myself try to give you the amended reading. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: May \ say a word 
by wav ot explanation I*' If I am permitted, jM'rliaps it will c ut short Oie 
debate. ^ 

The words which the honourable member wishes to delete will not be 
added to tlip original Act. These words Iwlong to the Bill that is hefore the 
House now. Iheretcire. tliere is no question of confusion. It is imi an 
amendment cd the Act from whicdi he .was rea^Jrng. As f .said, these verv 
word.s belong to this particular Hill and wdll ncH affect the original Act to 
which there is a reference. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I cannot really follow. 1 am still in 
luy hazincMS. I fiml section 2(2) says that in section 15 the said Act (a) 
the wor(ls and fi^'-ures '‘as from the second day of April, 1922,” shall be 
deemed to be omitted, and (h) for the words “four per cent.” in both places 
where they occur, the words “ten per cent.” shall. be deemed to be substi- 
tuted, so that the main body of the Act is changed in two respects, viz., 
deletion of the words “as from the second day of April, 1922” and substitu- 
tion of “ten per cent.” in place of “four per cent.” in the original Act. 
Both the Statement of Objects and Keasons a.s well as the wording make 
it perfectly clear that it is seeking to amend the Act. If this is a separate 
piece of Act then it is all right, but the latter part as is read here and the 
Totalisator Act, etc., give other impression where will they appear? They 
wdlj not be in the Heavens. They will be ]>art and j)arcel i)f the original 
Act or tlje original section of whicdi thi.s wull be an amended form. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: No, Sir. I am 
Horr\ to intervene. T1 ^h<^ words which the bnnmirable member wishes tf» 
delete from the Bill will not form y)art ot the Act which it seeks to amend 
m certain particulais. Two amendmeiits have already been drawm attention 
to by the honourable member. Those are the onl\ ^wo amendments sought, 
to be made in the original Act. 

Dr. NALIKAK8HA 8ANYAL: AVhal will hajjjxoi if tlie.se word.s do ror 
appejir? I tind tl^at tiiesc ^^ords do apjiear in the bod,\ of the Act itself, 
'riu' words an* — “Th<‘ie shall be chaiged, levied ami paid to the (lovernment 
of Bengal out of all monies ])aid into an_\ totalisator by way of stakes or 
bets, a tax on backers, h(*reinatter referieil to us the kotalisator tax, etc., 
etc.” I’be.se words aie ali<'a(]v existing .ind in addition lo that in the 
present Act some words will be r(‘p(‘aled. hither thi'* is amending tlie 
original one or it is a redundant re-statement of a certain thing w'hj.c]i is 
already there, and it is certainly an amendment of the original Act. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI; No. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: An\wa\, it is for the Government to 
decide. 1 am surx* tlu* poor liegi.slatiire oi Bengal will be castigated b\ the 
High (huirt if tlie^ find and the law’vers find to their advantage certain 
things which in their judgment ajipear to lu* rather inconsistent with or 
redundant to the original jirovisioiis. 

With lliesi* words, Sir, I ln*g to mov»‘ my motion No ItK 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir. I oppose all 

the motions. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Saiiyal that in clause 2(i), in the last 
line, after th<" word “n('cordiiigl\ ” the words, figures and brac^kets “and no 
exemption from payment of this levy shall be allowed under section 8(2) 
of the said Aet” be inserted, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinakslia Sanyal that in clause 2(2), in lines 7 to 
9. the words and figures beginning from “and the totali.sator” and ending 
witli “accordingly” be omitted, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinakslia Sanyal that in clause 2{3), lines (> to 8, 
the words and figure “and the betting tax imposed under the said section 18 
shall be charjred, levied, and paid to the Provincial Government aerord- 
ingl> ” be omitted, wins then put and lost. 

The question (hut claiitse 2 .stand paii of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. • 

Clause o. 

t 

Or. NALINAKSHA AANYAL: 1 beg to move tl^t in clau.se 3, in 
line 9, for the words “thre# annas” the words “two annas and six pies” be 
substituted. 
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Sir» it iittpiition is drawn to th** schediili' of chur^rofi it will W noticed 
that an exemption has heeu provided to certain c(»n sumption of energy when 
the rate does not ext'eed d annas, i.e., when the net charge of lit'ence for the 
supply of energy for lights ainl fans dot's not exceed d annawS per unit of 
energy con sinned. 

Sir, we are now eml)arking on a poln\\ ot cheajier electricity and HvS it 
nou stands, tlu* Cahutta Electric Suppl\ ('orporution does nut charge for 
the doine.^tic consunipl ion at a rate more than V? annas H pies per unit (net) 
excluding rchatc. I sulnnit that there should he this privilege exteiideii 
also when iurlher nahn noii'. in tlie iiel charge sliall he made. The Govern- 
ment s (liit> hiings up the chargeable rate to tlie ordinary consumer to 
d annas when ‘2 annas (i pies is the actual charge levied by the Government, 
This brings up tin* consumer's liubili;\. It is cpnt<'mplated that in the 
post-war j)cri(K], if not in the immediate fntuie, llime would be further 
leductioiis and 1 would lik^e. Sir. these reductions to go to ihe consumer 
dirt‘ct and noi taken a<lvaii(agt‘ of b\ tlie (bivcniuient when reduction would 
not enable the eompan\ to earn anytliitig higliiu-. ^iliit the eonsumer will 
tiot be benefited: moni'A will go lo ilo* (lovernment. I'hat is a position 
which f (“onsider extremelx untenable, li tlu‘ eompan\. due to the revised 
examination of tlieir iiuMune and e\ j»enditinx* is in a position to redu(*e 
consumers’ cliarges, wh} should tlie (iovernnient come in and not allow tho 
full Inuietit ot their rcdm’tion to go i<» the consumer ? That is why, Sir, 1 
hav<‘ ill a vot> mmb'st wav suggested a ledni tion from ibrc'e annas to two 
annas and six pies. I would have gone mm b lielow and I would have left 
It more or less imbdinile, but with tlo** modes! suggestion I am making I 
l)elH*\e I will get the >\iiip.»t}i\ and supj)ort of the entire section of the Mousi* 
ami (tovernnient W(inbl be iii a position to aec<*pt my aniendmenl. 

Sit, 1 b(*g aU.t tr» move that in clause d, in line b, after the words 
"energy ronsuinefl” the words "and when the Ib’ovitu'ial tlovernment ha.s 
set up a iiiachineiN toi •letermining Standard 'rariff” be inserted. 

r -.ubmii, Sir. I have to explain this mattei a little more in detail. 

In crjiiiiee! ion with ih(‘ examination of the mtsonableness or otherwise 
of charges levied bv elect rieity Suppl> (\)m})anie.s, including tin* Galeutlji 
Electric Supjdy Gorporution. fioverniiient bad bad in tlie past «ome 
embarrassineul. I understand, Sir, that the Government of Bengal had 
taken some technical advice in this connection. You rememher Ihui in 19d<> 
wlu'ti Ihe Corporation of rabiifta and the public of Calcutta rejtresentwi to 
(ioverniiKMil the desirabilitx of having the then charges b‘vied on the con- 
sutner rcdmcrl. a conmiittee was appointed which was jtresided over by an 
eminent Judge of the (’alcutta High Court, Sir Nalini Hanjan Chatterjee, 
and that oomniittei' reromnicnded among other things a periodical review 
of the Standard Tariff. This was done wuth a view to enable the authorities 
to ascertain at •stated intervals bow fat it was po^-sible lo jtrovide electricity 
cheaper ami clieajMT in jtarlicular areas. I understand, Sir, that this matter 
has again come t«i tlu* forefront be(;ausc (»f the p«)lic> of nutioiinli«atit)n that 
the (xoveinment is examining. Some technical (•v|)erts are reported to liax'o 
submitted their opinion in this <*oiineclion and they have rectonmendeil to 
Government the early setting up of a machitier> for determining Standard 
Tariff. I submit. Sir, that when the Government of Bengal i« seeking to 
timposo this additional taxation on electricity, they should in all fairneaa 
flimultaneously set up a machinery to examine the standard charges and got 
the tariff standardised. I feel that in thi.s respect 1 am voicing tlie opinion 
not only of a large section of this House and of the public oiifsble but I do 
feel that this is also consistent with the policy that the fiovcrnment of 
Bengal have so far revealed or allowed us to know on the floor of the House 
and through their Press Notes and otherwise of standardising tariffs and 
reducing tne cost of electjricity for the consumers. 

With these words, Sir I move ray amendment and I ho(>e if will be 
accepted by the flon’ble Minister. ’ ‘ \ 
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The motion of Dr. Naliuaksha Sanyal tliat in clause 3, in line 9, for the 
words “three annas” the words “two annas and six pies” be substituted 
was then put and a division taken with the following result: — 
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SInha, Srijut Manindra Bhutan. 

Sur, Mr. Harendra Kumar. 

Tofel Ahmed Choudhury, Maulvl Hajl. 


NOES— 72. 


Abdul Hakim, Maulvl (Mymantingh). 

Abdul Hakim VIkrampurl, Maulvl Md. 
Abdul Hamid Shah, Maulvl. 

Abdul Majid, Mr. Syed (Noakhall). 

Abdul Motaleb Malik, Dr. 

Abdur Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. F. M. 
Abui Fazi, Mr. Md. 

Abul Matud, Kazl. 

Abul Quatem, Maulvl. 

Ahmed Hotain, Mr. 

Alfazuddin Ahmed, Khpn Bahadur 
Maulvl. 

Amir All Mia, Maulvl Md. 

Aulad Hottain Khan, Khan Bahadur 

Maulvl. 

Bad! Ahmed Choudhury, Khan Bahadur 
Hajl.^ 

Barma, the Hon'ble Mr. Premhari. 

Barman, Babu Shyama Protad. 

Chippendale, Mr. J. W. 

Otark, Mr. I. A. 

Oat, Ral Sahib Anukul Charulra. 

Oats, Babu Debendra Nath. 

Faziul Quadlr, Khan Bahadur Maulvl. 

Fazlur Rahman, Mr. (Daooa). 

Fulur Rahman, Khan Bahadur (Mynlen- 
tlngh). 

Ferguson, Mr. F. F. M. 

Gladding, Mr. 0., c.i.E. 

OMam Rabbani Ahammad, Maulvl. 
QoswamI, the Hon'ble Mr. Tultl Chandra. 
Gupta, Mr. J. N. 

Gyatuddin Ahmed Choudhury, AlhadJ. 
Hahzuddln Choudhuri, Maulvl. 

HamMuddln AlAiiad, Khan Sahib. 

Haywood, Mr. Rogers. 

NIrtzel, Mr. M. A. F., O.B.E. 

Ispahani, Mr. M. A. H., M.B.E. 
Jaalmuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvl. 

Kabiruddin Khan, Khan Bahadi^f Maulvl. 1 

The Ayes being 47 aiul tl^e Noes 


Kennedy, Mr. I. Q. 

Leltk, Mr. John. 

McIntosh, Mr. G., C.B.E. 

Mandal, Mr. Amrita Lai. 

Mandal, Mr. Banku Behari. , 
Mandal, Rai Sahib Jagat Chandra. 
Mandal, the Hon’ble Mr. Jogendra Nath. 
Mohammed All, Khan Bahadur. 

Morgan, Mr. G., C.I.E. 

Muhammad Abdul Halim Molia, Mr. 
Muhammad Ibrahim, Maulvl. 

Muhammad Israil, Maulvl. 

Mukerjea, the Hon'ble Mr. Taraknath, 
M.B.E. 

Muliick, Mr. Miikunda Behary. 

Mullick, the Hon’ble Mr. Puiln Behary. 
Mutharrufl Hottain, the Hon’ble Nawab, 
Khan Bahadur. 

Muttagawtal Haque, Mr. Syed. 
Nazimuddin, the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir, 
K. C.I.E. 

Raikut, Mr. Pratanna Deb. 

Razaur Rahman Khan, Mr. 

Salim, Mr. 8. A. 

Sarkar, Babu Madhutudan. 

SeraJul Islam, Mr. 

Shahabuddin, the Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja, 
C.B.E. 

Slngha, Babu Kthetra Nath. 

Sirdar, Babu Litta Munda. 

Smart, Mr. J. N. 

SmytlH)tboume, Mr. D. G. 

Stark, Mr. A. F. 

Stevenson, Mr. R. A. H. 

Suhrawardy, the Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 
Tamizuddin Khan, the Hon’ble Mr. 
Walker, Mr. J. R. 

Whitehead, Mr. R. B. 

Yusuf All Choudhury, Mr. 

Zahur Ahmed Choudhury, Maulvl. 
the motion was lost. 
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Th« motion of Dr. Nulinaksha Sanyal that in clause 3, in line 9» after 

the words “energy cou 8 umed“ the words “and when the Provincial Govern- 

ment has set up a machinery lor determining Standard Tariff “ be inserted 
was then put and lost. 

The question that clause -1 stand part of the Hill was then put and 

agreed to. 

Clause 4. 

The question that clause 4 stand part of the Hill vas then put and 

agreed to. 

Clause •). 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Amendments Nos. and ‘J4 are disallowed. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: The amendments may be 
disallowed but we are entitled to speak on the clause. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes. that >ou can. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sii, clause 5 runs as follows: 
“It I lie Hengal Fin. nice .\ct. llMd. 4-ea*'e> lo ha\«‘ t*t}‘«*ct h(*for<‘ the CHini- 
mencemf'iit ot this Act, this Act .shall, iintw il hstandinj.; the provisions of any 
olhei la\\ , be deemed and Uiktni to have ett'ec i as tull\ and efTe( tuall\ as if 
this A( t had come iiUo tbice heloie the dale on \\hi(h the Hfoigal Kiniince 
Act, 194'i, ceiised to have etVc»t.“ 

Sir, the Hen^al Finance Act. li)4d, cannot come to an end Indore the 
l!2th of April, FM”) If that he >0 and when we are going to pass this Act 
tonight this ( hiiise vvilblu' absolutelv redundant. That is iii\ opposition to 
tin* clans(‘ itself. 

Then, Sii, 1 ( oiiic to amendment No. *Jo. I iieg to move that in clause 5 . 
lint* ion the wold “betoie” the word “on * he substitute'll. 

Nil. tills is not an Act wliicli is fining repeal the nrevioiis Act Ix'i'ore 
the date of its e\|in\ . It that is so, Sir, the* inesent Act oufilil lo take* 
eflect from the* elate* on wliicli the eild Act e'xpires and .surely il is neit int(*mleil 
tei take cflcrt lietoie* that dat<'. The‘]e‘je>re*, lei avedd e‘e»nflict be*l\ve*e*n the* ede! 
Act and the* i!e*\v Ae t that is going to lx* passed I jirofiose* that the* word 
“before* ' be suhstilute'd b> the* vvorei “on”. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, 1 also want to spe*ak on this e'l.iuse. 
Sir, 1 sui>j)orl the' ediservations maele hy oni e'.ste'enied friend Rai llaretidra 
Nath (’hauelliuri tliaf not onlv this elau.se* is reelundani hut I consider this 
to be niiHcbie'vous. This edause is e-onsiderefl to be a contingent jirovision 
to cover obvious sins <if omission and (‘ommis.sion. Sir, it wdll lead to 
retrospective effect of a taxation measure* whicli em grouiiels of nrinoijile I 
cannot but opjeose. It acts on the oeoiile to take <*fFee t from a elute before 
the Act comes into force, a thing wtiich is unheani of and jireposterouii. I 
submit, Sir, that this kind of legislation .should be eomplele'ly discouraged. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, I would like to 
say just one or two words in regarel to the discussion on clause* 5 . riause 5 
IS a merely safeguarding clause and cannot lx* e rmsidered as rendering the 
measure retrospective. We find. Sir, that all Hills relating to expiring Acts 
in the British Parliament have similar clauses and this is a necessaVv e laiise. 

Then, Sir, as regards the amendment of rny honourable frie*n<l Rai 
flarendra NatlT Fhaudhuri which seeks to .siihstituU* tlie w’ord “on” for the 
word “before”, 1 may point out that this /.« a rejiealing Hill. I need only 
draw the honourable ineinber’.s attention to clause 4 — the one-line clause 
which shfiws that it is a repealing Hill. Therefore, Sir, I cannot accept tb© 
honourable memlK*r’s amendment. 

The motion <»f Rai Harcmlra Nath (’hamlhuii that in clause o, Jin<. 5 ^ 
for the word “heloret the word “on” be sub*.titute(^* was then ptit and l<»Ht. 
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The qu<*stion that clause 5 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
Agreed to. 

Preamble. 

The question that the J*reaii»hre stand part of the Bill was then put 
and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL$I CHANDRA G08WAMI: Sir, 1 beg to move 
that the Bengal Finance Bill, lb44, as settled in the Assembly, be passed. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Mi. Deputy Speaker, Sir, you 
know tliat it is a well-known constitutional and parliamentary practice that 
the Ojiposition can opjmse a Finance Bill not merely on the merits of the 
questions which are raised by the provisions of the Bill itself but also on 
groumls which are entirely extraneous to the Bill it.self. (The Hon’ble 
Mr. Tils. (^HANJ)RA (fosvvAMi : Questioii.) 

Sir, the Hon’ble Finance Minister who is ])robably becoming a constitu- 
tional pamfit In this time (Mr. Syed Majid: Not so great as you 

are!) forgetting his ])ast has need to Im? educated that in a Finance Bill 
• Mr. Deputy Speaker 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER : Yes, go on. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYALS Sir. I am a humble parliamen- 
tarian. 1 alwav.M address the Chair and when th(‘ Chair is biis> T stop. 
( Laugh ter.j 

As I was saying, Sir, may 1 ask: Does tlie TI(ui’ble Finaiic<‘ Minister 
require to he (‘ducated in the elementary principles of parliamentary life 
that in a Finance Bill there are tw'o questions, nnnich . as to whether the 
Bill is just and should be juissed and the other and the more tormidahle 
-q^uestion is whether the party which is seeking tlie money should 1 k^ given 
the money y 

Now', Sir, we ])ropose to aUack the motion of (rovernment on holh the 
grounds, namely, on the merits of the Bill itself We are not preparerl to 
support the Oovernment in this Bill, but on that matter. Sir, I wdll not 
take the time of the house, Ix'can.se through the various auH'iidmejitN that 
have benm so ahly and elahnralely discussc^d on the flrinr of the Houso meinbei 
after inemlier, particularly Dr. Sainal, has diawn the pointed attention of 
the House to tlie injustice of the <a.se, to the ine(|uity of 'iht* demand and 
to the untenahilil \ of the idaim that there .should he a grant. 

1 W'ill take the House to the wider (piestion, namely, that we are so 
•dissatisfied w'ith the ])resent policy and pursuit of tlie Ministry in power that 
even if otherwise* tlie Bill was not so object ionahle we would have opposed 
the passage of tliis Bill. 1 propo.s*» to confine m>\self to observation .s on tlu^ 
general question of police and pursuit of (lovernineiit of the day. 

Here again. T assure you that T will only incidentally deal with the 
ordinary administrative pitfalls of Government in relation to the extra- 
ordinary situation that has arisen in connection with food crisis, and I 
propose, Sir 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: On a point of 
order. Sir. May T point out that extraneous matters can be brought up 
in the discussion of a Finance Bill, when that Finame Bill is a 
comprehensive Finance Bill such as you have in the Central Assembly as 
the neceasar^' counterpart of the Budget, but T do not suppose that it in 
parliamentary practice in the case of any sort of Finance Bill for honourable 
members to dilate on the general policy of Government? 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: 0^ principle, Sir, there is no 
vdifference; the difference suggt^sted is without any distinction, because 
>the principle is clear; w^hetW it is a comprehendve Finance Bill or 
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‘i. th + Finance Bill, the qnesiion is the nme. Ill* 

♦ * 1 * "? definition of “comprehensive” in the 

Because it can never be 
wm^hensive it m l be limited in scope. As you know. Sir, it is the 
practice HI all legislatures including the Central lenislature that when 
Bupplemeiitarv estimates are asked for even then the matter ia open to 
discussion, tlehato ami cntirism on the general question of policy and 
programme of (njvernment. As I have stated. vSir, there are always 
two factors namely the Bill as it is. its internal enndition. and its merit# 
and dements, and there is the other factor no leSvS important that Govern- 
ment which is going to ask for financial asMisianee—whether that i# a 
Government which enjoys the confidence of the Opposition or not. 

Sir, I \ras referring to the ordinary administrative pitfalls of Govern- 
ment. and I will deal with, first, the colossal failure of the preaeni 
Government in dealing with the malaria situation of the province. 

Sir, in the .year lf>44. it has been nccej)ted as a patent truth and 8 
truism that malaria is a preventihle disease and all countries in which 
Government rlaims to be civili.sed have succeeded in virtually eradicating 
this preventihle disease, hut look at, Sir, the Ixirds of ‘the Treasury 
Benches in this province, hrom one end of the province to another 
including even the MetropoHtan city of Oalcuttn, malaria is stalking 
tnore rapidly than the ministerial occupants of the Tnnisury Benches. 
Sir, T want a stiaight answiT to this «jm‘stion as to wliy tlie Ministry have 
failed to deal with this ciuestion and how far the situation will ^ 
allowed to drift before anything real and substantial is done. 
Sir, I am not referriifg to my own feeling and observation only. The 
Director of Buhlic Health, Major Jafar, who is not a memla*!* of the 
Opposition, who is not interested in the Opposition Benches ami whoae 
voice is •certainly a voice different from that of the Opposil ion— what has 
this responsible officer of the Health Department of Government himself 
stated? fie' has staled — I believe my friend Dr. Malik will hear me 
out— on the authorit.N of his position in Bengal that more than 70 
thousand people have died of malaria (Dr. Anon. Mot.m.kh Mamk ; In 
excess (»t a vtU'ige. ) . 1 stand, Sir, very gladly {'orrected ]»v my friend 

Dr. Malik that the average death rate from malaria is beyond the average 
death rate of the province. The recent accumulation has been more tlian 
70 thousand deaths in 1044. 1 think, Sir, it is a very good record 
and it is a matter for the Bengal Government to be proud of. 

Then, Sir, coming to the question of the Civil Sujiplies Department, 
a large number ot (lepartments and then side-arms deparlments have 
been created. Even in the remotest village, we find that if thert' is no 
grain, at least there is a grain officer and that if th<*re i# no 
supply, there is at least a .supply department. Sir, to add insult to 
injury which is stalking in the province, you will find that the Govern- 
ment has failed to ensure any supply ol the essential require- v 
ment.s not only in the remote villages of the province, but also in the 
mufassal towns of Bengal and even in the suhurim of Calcutta. The 
people of C-Jilculta nni.st thank their stars that somehow or other the benign 
Central Government took over their ca.se; otherwise nobody knows what 
■would have happened to this city of Calcutta also. 

As regards the normal administrative affairs, I will give you one 
instance as to how the administration is carried on. I will quote to you 
one example from my district. In Ealgola recently — I w’ant my friend 
Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali to listen to m^, because this is a matter 
in connection with which I have drawn his attention through a short- 
notice question (Khan Bahadur Mohammfd Au : I am all attention.) — in 
Lalgola, 84 persons have been appointed as special c()nsta})Ies, only the 
other day. And do* you know on what* ground?* On the ground thilt 
the number of burglaries is so large that the existing police is not 
31 
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adequate to prevent burglariea. In 10 months the number of burglaries 
nommitU‘d is as high as 47 in that union board as against 40 in the previous 
year. So, there has been an increase in the miniber by 7 and therefore 
the Superintendent of Police, Mr. Lewis, has appointed 84 persons aa 
spee:a] constables. These include Hajis, aged 70 to 80, Bh attach arj is 
aged 60 to 70 Muslim Leaguers aged 20 to -30, Congressites aged 25 to 35. 
(Dr. AnmxL Motaleb Malik: How many Sanyals?) It is an absolutely 
cosmopoiitan and non-communal assembly in which all religions, all 
castes, all sections, all communities and even all sexes are represented 
When there was a representation made by the Lalgola people that the 
order was causing hardship, do you know what modification was made? 
A modificatjon was made to this eftect: so and so, if you feel 

that it is very tiring and hard on your part to keep up at night, you ask 
your wile and daughter to keep vigil and to inform you w^hen there is 
any noise in the locality*’. So, Sir, both the sexes have also been roped 
m and this was done under rule 59 of the Defence of India Rules. 

1 wrote a letter lo the Superintendent of Police, as to why this extra- 
ordinary measure was adopted. The reply that he gave was that “in 
England this is considered to be very honourable”. I do not know — my 
English friends know better — and I do not claim to have any knowledge 
of England. Then the District Magistrate had to intervene. The District 
Magistrate, who is not a European, but an Indian I.(\S., was 
approached by me as also by the affected lUTsons. He went to Lalgola 
and saw that people who could not walk even 20 yards without lathi were 
expected to keep law and order in darkness and in the night across the 
roads surrounded by goondm and these burglars. Now the District 
Magistrate could not stop thTs himself. I asked him “were you consulted”? 
He said “I was not consulted: I did not even know”. He 
laid that he came to know- of it only when a copy of niy letter addressed 
to the Superintendent of l*olice was forw’arded to him. Then he took 
up the matter and asked the Superintendent of Police to stop ^e execution 
of the order. He asked the people not to «lo the police duty 
until final orders wvre received. Mr. Lewis is a Ihiropeun. He has 
made his recommendation to the Inspector-tfenorul of Police (Mr. Mannoch) 
who is a European and has 8uj>ported Mr. Lewis. The District 
Magistrate’s BU])enor Mr. Hands, the Commissioner, is another European 
and has supported Mr. liewis. So, the three Europeans have combined 
and I do not know how the Indian I.C.S. will fare. Probably he will 
also be appointed as a special constable. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: What is the harm? I am one. 

Dr. NALINAKBHA 8ANYAL: Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali, are 
you a special constable? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: My respect for you goes down. 


Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: 1 was giving this as an instance 
of the ordinary normal administration of law and order of this Gover^ 
ment, which is claiming to have financial support from the country in 
respect of matters whicb were passed by the Governor in the absence of 
the legislature and in respect of which an extension till after the war ia 
wan tea. 


Then, 1 come to the question of political prisoners. This is a soro 
point with us, but I hope the Hon’ble Mr. T. C. Goswami has by thia 
time made a mental adjustment to this exten^ which has made it possible 
for him not to entertain those susceptibilities which at one time were 
probably his pride and his shame. It was a pride for him at that tiine and 
it is now a matter of shame. Now, Sir, with regard to this question of 
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political prisoners, we must speak out sternly and strongly. First is tlie 
questimi of release of prisoners particularly those who have been detained 
without trial. 

Mr* DEPUTY SPEAKER: I doubt very much whether you can go 
into that. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: Please don’t doubt. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The House has accepted this Bill. It is 
now in the third reading; stage. Please confine your observations to the 
third reading stage of the Bill now before the House. 

Mr. SA8ANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: On these grounds, the House 
can reject the Bill. I assure you that I perfectly satisfied myself not 
only by coiLsulting the constitutional parliamentary practice, but also 
after consulting parliamentary elders and I would not have accepted the 
responsiblity of speaking on this subject, unless I Vas sure that I was 
perfectly relevant in this matter. 

Sir, coming to the question of prisoners detained without trial, when 
this Ministry assumed office, already the administrative inaehinerv in 
this province, as in others has almost recovered from the little shock that 
it had received during and after the August disturbances and 
when this Ministry gave out a pledge for adopting the policy of release 
of prisoners, it did ^o on a real consideration of the actual situation that 
was in existence. Releases already began even in those provinces in 
which provincial autonomy was not functioning and the puce of those 
releases was quickened and enlarged. But what has been done here? In 
September, 1944, this is the j)osition. According to the Tentrul Govern- 
ment, the number of security prisoners in various provinces on Septeml>er 


1, 1944, *18 as follows: — 

Madras . . . . 50 North-West Frontier Provinw* . . 61 

Bombay . . • • 343 Orissa , . . . 127 

United Provinces . . . . 722 Sind . . , . . . 56 

Bengal .. 1,281 Delhi .. .. 21 

Central Province and B<*rar . . 136 Ajmer- Merwara 7 

Assam . . . . . . 165 Balucliistan . . Nil. 


So, Sir, the highest that is in the TTnited l*rovinr*e.s is only three 
digits, but here in Bengal it is w'ell over four digits. Now, Sir, why 
should such a state of things he allowed to continue P We know that 
politics has its risks. When a nation is in revolt it must pay the price 
but we must also know that it is a recognised practice with all civilised 
Governments that just as there is bound to be arrests when the 
movement is afoot, similarly there is bound to l>e releases when the 
movement has subsided. As has been said by various leaders of political 
thought, political problems must be given a political treatment. If it 
was necessary for any Government to put into prison u large nunil)er of 
patriots when the August disturbances were on, it was also the duty of 
every Government, when the movement has subsided for a long time 
and there is no recurrence, to implement the obligations of release by 
quick paces. Sir, just think of the position of the leaders of Bengal, 
namely, Srijut Sarat Chandra Bose and Maulana Muniruzzaman 
Islamabadi. Sir, on the floor of the House we have got seVeral very 
irritating answers even from my good friend, Bahadur Mohammed 

Ali. The answers are that all these arrests have been made by the 
Central Government. We do not know what is our relation with the 
Central Government, but we know that Sarat Babu was living in a 
territory which was covered ny the Bengal Govenynent. We know that 
bis son, Si.sir, and dther relations are also’ under the regime of the Bengal 
Government. We know that Maulana Maniruzzaman Islamabadi is a man 
of Bengal and a subject of the B<?hgal Ooverument. »Are we io 
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WMlaretand, Sir, tliat the Bengal Government has no hand in the matter 
of their arret^is and detention? If so. are we to understand that the 
Bengal Government has no case to present to the India Government asking 
for their release in view of the abnormal economic condition in 
this country? After all, what the j)rovince requires today is effective 
leadership, and there is no doubt that Sara! Chandra Bose, that prince 
of patriots, is the undoubted leader of this province. There is no doubt 
that if the band of patriots, who are spending their days in the dark 
dungeons of the prison house were available to the province, some effective 
means or inachinery could have been devisiul for iinj)roving and controlling 
tlie fo(al situaiion which went out of the hands of the Bengal 
(ioverninent. It cannot be denied that if Bengal has to stand up, the 
manhood of the province, which has been kept in bondage must be 
rebsiHcd and made available for the service of the province. Then look 
at the condition of those unfortunate young men, who were clapped in the 
veur 1940. Is there, to be no end of their detention? What stands 
betw'een the release of the security prisoners and tlie Bengal Government? 
What prevents the Bengal Government from getting these men released? 
After all, w^c are yet to know that the Bengal Government and the 
Ministry is helpless although we find from the manner and method of 
their answers that the Bengal Government is playing more as the 
Secretariat to the Home Deimrtment than that the Home Department is 
the St‘(‘re<aria( of the Bengal Government. Kir, what is the nature of 
the answers given? Precious lives are rotting in jails, but when questions 
are brought regarding their allow'anee and conditions of health and other 
informal ion, niy good friend, Khan Bahadur Molmt.nned Ali, is handy to 
be profaned by tlie di^Mirtmentul law's by tin* t*xpressions that such 
empiiry will re(]uire so much time utul energy that tlmt wdll not commen- 
surate with the results obtained therefrom. 

Khftn BBhfldllf MOHAMMED ALI* Don't jmt omnibus (jut*stions. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Well. Sir, the (jueslions are 
never omiiiims. When young men, leaders of M)eiet> . are in jail, when 
they have sown the seeds of which the fruits are being liarv(*Nted by the 
p(‘ople over there, no Government is worth its salt, no po^mlar repre- 
sentative, however high hw jiresent position may be, is worth his salt, 
unless lu* spemls the neee.ssary time and en(*rgy for the ascertainment of 
the n(*eessary information and making them available to the House. 

Khan Bahadur MOMAMMED ALI: That is dom 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Yes, that is done in a very 
unsatisfactory nml niggardly manner and in a very step-motherly fashion, 
I should say. From the nature of the answers that are given by Khan 
Bahadur Mohammed Ali, I believe he also feels that these answers are 
given grudgingly and reluctantly as if some business on the agenda has 
got to be got rid of in a 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is not correct. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: I shall be glad if that is not 
correct, but 1 assure my good friend, Kban Bahadur Mohammed Ali, that 
although^ we have appreciated his anxiety to give us as much information 
as possible, still his hands are fettered by persons behind the scene and 
his tongue is tied by the ropes that are known to us. 

Sir, look at these people; they are rotting in jail from 1940. Their 
families, after all, are families of human beings. If the Hon^hle Mr. 
Tulsi Chandra Gosw’ami has got his own fifmily he ought to know that 
these prisoners have got their . own families. They have got the same 
feelings and susceptibilities; they have got the same neee 8 sit 3 \ They 
are neither gods nor lower anim,al8. They are as much human lyings as 
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we are, and their continued privat^n for more than four yeare 
at a time when the province is passing^ throii#fh an acute penury is, I 
should say, to say the least of it, very unkind and very pathetic. Then 
with regard to the allowance why shall we give money and sanction 
financial estimates? Our comrades who are the breath of our being, the 
marrow of our body and who are the soul of our mind, are starving and 
their families are starving. The Khan Bahadur says that the Govern* 
ment gives them pittance with a liberal policy; when a man used to earn 
a hurulrcd ruj>ee8 before war time which income probably would have 
been Rs. 500, now on account of the inflation, he is nappy to say that he 
has been given Rs. 25 as a result of the liberal policy of Government. 
Therefore, on behalf of the Opposition, w’e want to make it clear that we 
are not a jiarty to this Financial Rill, because the Government has failed 
to satisfy the ])iiblic of this proviiu'e on account of their imperfect ration- 
ing arrangement, on account of their imbecile administrative machinery 
and on account of the bankruptcy and reactionary charncter of 
their political apjiroach to the question of security j)risoners. Therefore, 
Sir, we oppose the passage of this Bill. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Mr Deputy vSpeaker, I shall be 

failing in in.\ duty towards my constituency, if 1 do not draw the atten- 
tion of the (foveriinient to the fact that ('alcutta Torporation ought to 
have got a fair share of the taxation which this Finance Bill is contemplat- 
ing to raise. Sir, the position of th<* raleutta (huporation and 
the rate-payers of Talcutta is too well-known. AVe know the bad roads, 
we know tile insanitary condition of the people residing in Calcutta. 
We know’ that the hvifers are nothing short of insanitary death traps, but 
we also know that the consolidated rate according to the A(‘t has been 
fully levied and the rate-])ayer8 of Calcutta arc ]>nying the mil rate. In 
spite of, that the rate-payers have got to provide ameuitieH for the extra 
population that has been dumped, if I may say so, in Calcutta. Under 
these circumstances I tliink the Treasury Benehw will readily recognise 

(hat the ino.st ])art of the tax which will be raised out of Calcutta, the 

Calcutta Corporation has a legitimate claim to a share of it. 'I'liere were 
amendments tabled, but. according to the rules those amendments e.ould 
not be moved. 

There is also the other f>oint to be considered. We know that wa 
have been clamouring for cheap electricity for domestic use for develop- 
ment of the industrial resources of this province, but we have not been 
able to make any headway on these lines. The nationalisation of 
electrical undertakings, provision of cheap electricity are not at all 
present in the mifids of the Treasury Benches, we are very s(»rry to say. 
My friend, Mr. Sa.sanka Sekhar Sanyal has drawn attention to the 
political sufferers. I wdll only add one word. The House knows that 

after the decision of the Federal C»)urf. a new ordinance 

was passed providing for periodical reviews. May T tell you, Hir, that 
that provision ha.s never been followed? Periodical reviews are made in 
the papers, stereotyped printed notices are issued on the expiry of six 
months, })ut T (‘an make bold to say that (Tie real w’(>rk wdiich W'as intended 
according even to this new oidinance is not being performed hy the 
Bengal Government. Detenus behind the prison bar have been submitting 
their explanations, they have been asking tor clarification of some of 
the points which are coinmuni( ated to them in cryptic language, sjl through 
Special Depaitment of C.T.D. offic^TS. but all those are unheeded. 
They are without any remedy. We know thnf apart from the people of 
Bengal, the wdiole ciVili.sed world is agitated over the question <»f 
ment that is meted out to tlmse who are kept behind the prison bar without 
trial, and. ir.ay I also add, without any justification whatsoever. T would 
ask the Government to consider and perfoim thfiir duties towards thes® 
security prisoners as besft as was Intended by their ordinance.. We aleo 
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loaov that a class of prisoners have resorted to hunger-strike. The 
necessities and the requirements prisoners who are detained are never 
met and they are not even considered. 

Sir, I would like to draw attention to these three points, namely, 
Regarding the claim of Calcutta to a share of the tax— substantial share, I 
should say that is being raised, the claim of nationalisation of electricity 
and electrical undertakings and the claim for bare justice to the 
security prisoners; these are things which cannot be overlooked in this 
way for a very long time. There is no question of any Finance Bill being 
passed on the third reading until and unless the Treasury Benches are - 
prepared to give a satisfactoi^ assurance on these points. IJnless that is 
forthcoming I would ask the House to reject the Finance Bill. 

Mr. Giasuddin Ahmed rose to speak. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER: I think the Hon’ble Finance Minister will 
now reply. 

Mft 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: There are other members who 
will speak. Please do not gag the Opposition. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: On the lust occasion when the Finance 
Sales Tux Amendment Bill was discussed the general practice was that 
the leaders of different parlies spoke. Even only the other day from the 
Opposition Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu and Mr. Shumsuddin Ahmed spoke 
and on behalf of the Government Mr. Abdur Buhman Siddicji spoke. Let 
me not go lieyond that precedent that has already been created. The matter 
has been sufficiently discussed and 1 will close this matter. I will ask the 
Hon’hle Finance Minister to wind up the debate. 

Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN A;HMED: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, ^Mr.* Sanyal 
and Mr. Gupta have already spoken on this jlill. Sir, we do not know 
why the Bengal Government has brought in this Bill, what they will do 
with tins money. Extra money has been received by all those concerned 
in the Treasury Benches, but what will they do with this money, that 
is the question. My friend, Mr. Sanyal, has already raised several 
questions and he has himself also answered. The bungling of the 
administration in all its spheres is well-know’n to everyone. (Cries of “oh, 
oh” from the Coalition Benches.) It may not be known to tho.se who 
havo^ got contracts, but I say. Sir, that finances are necessary for better 
administration. Finances are nece*H.sary for the efficient administration 
of the country. But finances are necessary not to enhance either the 
prestige or to maladminister the administration. 1 kn'ow, Sir, this is 
not the time of budget discussion, hut even then as it is a Finance Bill, 
we have got every liberty to attack the administration in all its details. 

Now, 1 do not know what iny friend Mr. Go.swami, the erstwhile 
Congressman, the erstwhile Swarajist leader will say. Every time we 
found Mr. Goswami rising up and attacking either the I^eague Party or 
any party that was in power administering the jirovince. 

Sir, my friend Mr. Gosivami has very conveniently brought in this 
Bill possibly not to incur the displeasure of Sir Nazimuddin and the 
administration to which he is a jiarty. He had to bring in this Bill. 
Now, Sir,, what is the object of this Bill. The object of this Bill is to 
extend up to the dlst March, 1948, the operation of the enhanced rate 
introduced by the Bengal Finance Act, 1943, in respect of the following 
taxes; — ^Entertainments Tax leviable under section 3 of the Bengal 
Amusements Tax Act; Totalisator Tax leviable under section 15 of the 
said Act; Betting Tax leviable under sectioK 18 of the said Act; and 
Eleoiricity Dutv leviable under aection 3 of the Beng;al Electricity Duty 
Act. 



IW44 GOVERNMENT BILL. 477 

^ Sir, I ahall take oaly one item of the administration — ^the administra- 
tion of the departmeut over which Sir Kasimuddin presides, namely, the 
Police Department. Only the \ther day, Sir, questions were asKed as 
to whv Maulana Maniruzzaman Islamabadi was arrested, whether the 
Bengal Government knows anything about him, whether the Bengal 
Government cares to know anything about him, whether the Bengal 
Government has up till now got any information about his whereabouts — 
where he is ke}>t, how he is kept and so on, but no answers 
could be given to those questions. I do not know what Sir Nasimuddin 
thinks or what is in Sir Nazimuddin’s mind, because what is called in 
Bengali, there is no hnlai. Sir Xuzimuddin has not suffered at any time; 
he has always enjoyed. I remember, Sir, that in the year 1930, when 
Sir Nazimuddin was a Minister and we all resigned from the Ijcgislature 
and joined the non-io-operation movement and the salt campaign 
inaugurated by Mahatma Gandhi, Sir Nazimuddin then administered the 
province and sent all of usr to jail. We were in jail and then at the 
London Round Table Conferences India's fate was be;ng decided. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALi: Was he the Home Minister then? 

Mr. M. 8HAMSUDDIN AHMED; He was a limb of the administra- 
tion — which liinh 1 do not know, i Laughter.) Then, Sir, what vuis done 
in the Round Table Conferences^ Indians of all shades of opinion were 
invited and they went there and some decl.sion was arrived at. It was 
calkd MacDonald’s award. We got something. Now, Sir, it was due 
to the brave* sufferers of the country, to the fighters for freedom, to the 
people who went to jail, to the many who went to jail and suffered 
imprisonment that thi.*^ little* Provincial Autonomy has come. My friends 
are laughing. Why? I again .say. Sir, that Sir Nazimuddin 
never thought how the men rotting insiele tlie prison bars felt, h()w the 
men who have been el(*tained without trial were feeling. He is not 
worried at all by the sulVeiing of tl>e families of the* inen wlio are behind 
the prison bars. If he* had felt that be woulel <*ertainly have ial\e*n some 
information about M aniru/.zaman Islamabadi, a man aged about lo years 
older than himself. 

Mr. Deputy Sjeeaker, Sir, that is wdiy I was saying that the bungling 
of the administration knows no hounds — the administration over the 
finances of which my honourable friend, the present Finance Minister 
Mr. (joswami, an ex-(\)ngres8raan presieles. Who in Ih.uigttl — I ask— 
would he ready to ask the tax-payers to pay taxes for this sort of administra- 
tion whicli has bungled in all its phases? My friend Mr, 

Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal has spoken about all the departments and I was 
referring to only one department, namely, the I\)lice Dej)artment. I 
repeat, Sir, that Sir Nazimuddin has always enjoyed. As one of my 
friends yesterday or day before was saying, Sir Nazimuddin never had 
any hdlaiy no sacrifice nothing at all. He has now raised the cry of 
“Islam is in danger”. He is saying “Don't yield whatever the 
congrvttxipnfhis may say. Don’t care what Gandhi says. Don’t care a 
tuppence what sort of administration it is if Swaraj is to come to this 
country. Don’t care what Englishmen and Americans say”. They think 
about the Atlantic Charter. They go to Casablanca, they go to Cairo, 
they go to Teharan, they speak of all other things, but when you talk 
of the freedom of Indians there is the halni. Freedom of India does not 
count; it is just a domestic concern, and they talk of PahmUin. My 
friends of the Muslim I/eague talk of PakUtAn, and the leader of Paktxtnn^ 
our friend Rir Nazimuddin, a few^ days ago talked qf Pakintxin in 
That is the reason, Sir, why I say that in all the departments over which 
these estimable gentlemen preside, ’ they are maladministering the province. 
We, on this side of th# House, cannot aak our countrymen to 
pay one single farth^g to this administration long as this system 

continues. * 
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Sir I do not want to take any more time of the Ho^e. We cannot 
ajrree to this sort of Finance Bill at this ^time, when the people in this 
nrovince are suffering from all sorts of priyations, when people are 
sufferintr from want of quinine, when malaria is ravaging the Ij^d. 
Already my friend Dr. Malik has told us that much in excess of 70 
thousand people have died of malaria. This is a heavy toll for people 
of this eountry. Last yearns famine had ravaged this land; people cannot 
resist cither physically or otherwise. The adniiiiistration does nof fhmk 
of the health of the country or of anything w^hich would conduce to the 
betterment of the people of this country and so we on this side of the 
House are not prepared to pay anything so far as the finances of this 
administration are concerned. 

With these words, Sir, I oppose this Bill. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Tulsi Chandra Goswami the Bengd 
Finance Bill, 1944, us settled in the Assembly be passed was then put and 
a division taken witji the following result: 


AYES— 64. 


Abdul Hakim, Maulvl (Mymtntingh). 
Abdul Hakim VIkrampurl, Maulvl Md. 
Abdul Hamid Shah, Maulvl. 

Abdul Malld, Mr. Syed (Noakhall). 
Abdur Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. F. M. 
Abul Fail, Mr. Md. 

Abul Maiud, Kail. 

Abul Quaum,' Maulvl. 

Ahmad Hoialn, Mr. 

Alfaiuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvl. 

Amir All Mia, Maulvl Md. 

Aulad Houain Khan, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvl. 

BadI Ahmad Choudhury, Khan Bahadur 
HaJI. 

Barma, tha Hon'bla Mr. Pramharl. 
Barman, Babu Shyama Froaad. 
Chippandala, Mr. «l. W. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Oaa, Ral Sahib Anukul Chandra. 

Data, Babu Dabandra Nath. 

Faziul Quadir, Khan Bahadur Maulvl. 
Fazlur Rahman, Mr. (Oaooa). 

Failur Rahman, Khan Bahadur (Myman- 
•Ingh). 

Parguton, Mr. F. F. M. 

Oladding, Mr. D.. C.I.E. 

Balam RabbanI Ahammad, Maulvl. 
Boawaml, tha Hon'bla Mr. Tultl Chandra. 
Bupta, Mr. J. N. 

Qyatuddln Ahmad Choudhury, Alhad|. 
Hahiuddin Choudhurl, Maulvl. 
Hamiduddin Ahmad, Khan Sahib. 
Haywood, Mr. Rogara. 

Hlrtaal, Mr. M. A. F., O.B.E. 


Jatimuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvl. 

Kabiruddin Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvl. 
Leisk, Mr. John. 

Molntosh, Mr. G., C.B.E. ^ 

Mandal, Mr. Amrita Lai. 

Mandal, Mr. Banku Behari. 

Mandal, Rai Sahib Jagat Chandra. 
Mandal, tha Hon'ble Mr. Jogandra Nath. 
Mohammed AM, Khan Bahadur. 

Morgan, Mr. G., C.I.E. 

Muhammad Abdul Halim Molla, Mr. 
Muhammad Ibrahim, Maulvi. ■ 
Muhammad Israil, Maulvl. 

Mukerjaa, the Hon'ble Mr. Taraknath, 
M.B.E. 

Mullick, Mr. Mukunda Behary. 

Mullick, tha Hon'ble Mr. Puiin Bahary. 
Mutharrufi Hoeaain, tha Hon'bla Nawab^ 
Khan Bahadur. 

MustagawMl Haque, Mr. Syad. 
Nailmuddin, tha Hon’ble Khwaja Sir, 
K.C.I.E. 

Salim, Mr. 8. A. 

Sarkar, Babu Madhusudan. 

Sarajul Islam, Mr. 

Shahabuddin, tha Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja, 
C.B.E. 

Singha, Babu Kshatra Nath. 

Sirdar, Babu Litta Munda. 

Smart, Mr. J. N. 

Smyth-Osbourna, Mr. D. G. 

Stark, Mr. A. F. 

Suhrawardy, tha Hon’ble Mr. H. B. 
Tamliuddin Khan, tha Hon’ble Mr. 
Whitehead, Mr. R. B. 

Zahur Ahmad Choudhury, Maulvi. 


nobs— at. 


Abdul Wahad, Maulvl. 

Abdur Raiiak, Maulvl. 
Badruddola, Mr. Syad. 

Banarlaa, Mr. Pramatha Natm 
Banarjl, Mr. P. 

Barman, Mr. Upandra Nath. 
Bhawmtk, Dr. Gobinda Ghandra. 
Ctiattopadbyay, *Mr. HarlpMla. 
Chaudhurl, Ral Harandra diatb. 
Dat, Babu Radhanath. 

Oaa Gupta, Dr. J. M. 


Datta, Mr. Dhlrandra Nath. 

Dolul, Mr. Harandrp Nath. 

Outta, Mr. Sukumar. 

Dutta Gupta, Mist Mira. 

Edbar, Mr. Upandranath. 
Glasuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Gupta, Mr. Jogash Chandra. 

Hasan ^ All Chowdhury, Mr* Syad. 
Kunuir, Mr. Atul Chandra. 

, Kufidu, Mr. Nl&ltha Nath. 
Majumdar, Mrt. Hamaprova. 
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Maiiili, Mr. Birat ChaiMlrB. 

Ma^MBI Hotalfi, Mr. 

Muhammad Afzai, Khan Bahadur Maulvl 
8yad. 

Muharli, Mr. Dhlrandra Narayan. 
MuMiarjM, Mr. B. 

MuMitrll, Or. Sharat Chandra. 
Ramizuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Roy, Mr. Charu Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. Kamalkrithna. 

Roy, Mr. Kiran Sankar. 


Roy, Mr. Mamnatha Nath. 
Roy, Mr. Patiram. 

Sanyal, Or. Nallnaktha. 

Sanyal, Mr. Sarnnka Sakhar. 
Ban, Mr. Atut 'Chandra. 
San-Gupta, Mn. Ntllla. 
Shahadall, Mr. 

Shamsuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

BInha, BrIJut Manindra BhuMffi. 
Bur, Mr. Harandra Kumar. 


The Ayes being 04 and the Noes 42, the motion was carried. 


Adjoummant 

The House was then adjourned at 7-00 p.m., till 4 p.m., on ThursdAjj 
the 14th December, 1044, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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IVoceedinri of tbe Bengal Legislative AMembly assemUeid ondw 

the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

% 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Thursday, the 
14th December, 1944, at 4 p.m. 


Prtsent: 

Mr. Deputy Speaker (Mr. Sted Jalaluddin Hashemy) in the Chair, 11 
Hon'ble Ministers and 180 members. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Want of Court Room for Distriot Magistrate, Dinalpur. 

59b MTs NISHITHA NATH KUNDUs Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the tJudicial Department be jileased to state whether it is a fact — 

(a) that the District Magistrate of Dinajpur has no Ijlas (Court Room); 
(h) that he takes uj) and disposes judicial matters in his Chamber; 

(c) that this jiractice of hearing judicial matter is causing immense 
^ inconvenience and hardship to the lawyers and litigant public 

who have no free access to his room; 

(d) that the lawyers have to wait outside, ^\here there is no proper sit- 

ting arrangement, for indefinite time and have to come hack 
without disposing of their business; 

(e) that cards have to he sent to the District Magistrate in his Chamber 

by the lawyers when they come for judicial matters and no intima- 
tion is given for hours together to Uiem as to whether the case 
will he taken up or not and they have to wait for nothing; 

(/) that no time is fixed specially for judicial w orks ; and 
(g) that when the lawyers are called, his Chamber often times is full of 
others who come to him for sundry business? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

(u) Yes, his IjUts is being used as the office of the Deputy Director of Civil 
Supplies. 

(b) Yes, he disposes of his office files and takes up judicial matters in a 
separate big room of his office. 

(c) No such complaint has been received. 

(d) There is sitting arrangement outside the room for lawyers and others 
who come on business. It is not a fact that lawyers have to wait for indefinite 
periods and to go away without disposing of their business. 

(e) The District Magistrate has passed no orders for sending cards to him 
but lawyers and others sometimes send in cards when the District Magistrate 
is otherwise busy. Cases are called when the District Magistrate is ready 
to hear them. 

(/) It is not possible to fix particular hours exclusively for judicial work 
as the District Magistrate has got to attend to other urgent matters. But 
the District Magistrate gene^'ally takes up the judicial matters in the early 
part of office hours. 

(g) It is not understood what is meant. It may lie that those who 
come for business may tarry there till judicial nrtceedings are finished. The 
District Magistrate cannot preYcnt the public from attending judicial 
jmceedinge. 
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NltHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon^ble Minister be ple^ 
to fitete how does he reconcile his two answers, namely, that it is not possible 
to fix particular hours exclusively for judicial work, etc., etc., and that it 
is not a fact that lawyers have to wait for indefinite periods and to go away 
without disposing of their cases? 

Mr* 8YED ABDUL MAJID: If the honourable member reads the 
answer (/), he will find that the District Magistrate generally takes up 
judicial work in the early part of office hours. Therefore the lau*yer8 have 
not got to wait for indefinite periods. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the answer just now given, 
does the Hon’ble Minister think it desirable that when the District 
Magistrate has to dispose of judicial business it is better to direct that ha 
fiixes a certain time? 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: The matter will be considered. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Do we take it lhat lawyers have not 
to send cards for meeting the District Magistrate for judicial work? 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: No, there is no such rule or circular and 
no arrangement for the lawyers for sending their (‘ards to the District 
Magistrate when they come for judicial bii.sincss. 

Want of Room for Sub-Judge’s Court at Dinajpur. 

GO. Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: (a) Is the Ilon hle Minister in 
charge of the Judicial Department aw'are — 

(i) that there are*thrcc Courts, viz., the Courts of the District Judge, 
the Additional District Judge and the Subordinate Judge at 
Dinajpur ; 

{ii) that tlicic a?e ()nl\ two / jinssr.* (Court llooins^ for these three 
Judges: 

{ui) tiiat when the Ihree ('ourts are present, at l)inajj)ur the Suljordinato 
Judge holds his Court either in the verandali or iti a room useil 
by the copyists of the Judge’s (’ourt; ami 

(iv) that this causes inconvenience to the Subordinate Judge, the lawyers 
and dislocation of the office w'ork ? 

(b) la the Hon'hle Minister considering the desirability of erecting one 
more for the Subordinate Jmlge? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

(a)(t) and iti) Yes. 

(ni) Not in the verandah but in the room ordinarily used by the copyists. 

(iv) It causes some inconvenience to all concerned. 

(b) No. All new' building works unless emergent have been dropped 
during the period of the war. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the difficulty not only of 
the lawyers but of the judges iu disposing of business for want of a room for 
the Sub-Judge’s Court at Dinajpur, does the Hon’ble Minister think it 
desirable to see if it is possible to erect and construct one more ijUus for the 
Subordinate Judge? 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID; At present it is not possible to. undertake 
any new construction. The work is somehow being carried on. Of course 
there is some difficulty for all concerned. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: In view of the answer just now 
given that it is not possible* to undertake any new c^struction at present, 
will the OovernmenJ be pleased to consi4er the desirability of suspending 
judicial work in this district? 
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Mr. 8YED ABOUL MAJID: No. Judicial work, u beintf carried on 
without any prejudice to the pieties by the Additional District Judge or the 
Subordinate Judge or the District Judge whoever he may be. 

Publication of Covernment atfvertisamenta in local dailies. 

SI. Mr. DHANANJOY ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Publicity Department be pleased to state — 

(/) whether notices for tenders invited from the Revenue Department 
(Famine Relief), Government of Bengal, regarding supply of 
cotton chaddarg and children's garments, blankets, etc., during 
the months of October and November, 1944, have been published 
in the leading Bengali dailies, viz., Ananda Bazar and Jugantar 
and English dailies Avtriia Bazar Patrika and Ilinduslhan 
Standard; 

(li) if not, the reasons therefor; and 

{Hi) in which papers these were published? 

(It) Is it a fact tfiat many important notices of appointments, tenders, 
etc., of Bengal Government are not published in Ihc leading Bengali dailies, 
viz., Ananda Bazar Patrika and Jvcjantar and English dailies Amrita Bazar 
Patrika and llindugihan Standard? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PULIN BEHARY MULLICK: (a) (i) Three advertise- 
ments \\ere issued. Of these two were jmblislied in tlie IJ mdimthan 
Standard, in addition to other pajiers; one was jiublished in the Awnta 
Bazar Patrika in addition to other papers and one was published in paj-ers 
other Ilian the H induxt/ian SUindara and tfie Amrita fiazar Patrika. These 
notices were not pulilished in the Ananda Bazar Patrika and Jugantar. 

(ii) As the dale of submission of th(‘ tenders was short, the advertise- 
ments were issued only to those papers which could publish them in, time. 

(Hi) The advertisement relating to cotton blankets was uublished in the 
StntegmaUy Star of India, Morning News, Uindusthan Standard and Amrita 
Bazar Patrika. The advertisement relating to children’s garment was pub- 
lished in the Statvsinan, Uindusthan Standard, Star of India and Morning 
News. The advertisement relating to chaddars was published in Advance, 
Morning News, Star of India and Azad, 

(h) No. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer («)(tu), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the excluded papers were 
invited to submit tenders and signified their inability to pay the same in 
time? 

Mr. BANKU BEHARY MANDAL: Yes, tenders were invited. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is it not a fact that the Ananda 
Bazar Patrika has got the widest publication in this province? 

Mr. BANKU BEHARY MANDAL: Yes. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: And next comes Jugantar? 

Mr. BANKU BEHARY MANDAL: Yes. 

Daolaration of Eastern Zone as free-trade area and non-oo-operating attitiRle 

of some firovinoee. 

el Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon'ble Minister in 
charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state whether any 
ete|>i have Iwen taken by Government — 

In (a) to meet the non-co-operating attitude of the neighbouring nroviaoes 
t r regarding of foodgrains in Bengal following the decla^ 

ration by the Government of India of Eastern Zone as a Ireo-trado 
area; and 
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m la imprew on these sei^hbouriog pi*oviiic6e their ol>lig[atio& in the 
matter of feeding a large number of people belonging jto those 
» provinces, l)eing allowed to earn their livelihood in Bengal, 
especially in CalniUa and industrial centres, including collieriee 
and ten gardens? 

MfMISTER in charge of the CIVIL SUPPLIES DEPARTMENT (tht 
Hon’ble Mr, H. S. Suhrawardy): As free trade between the provinces has 
been stopped the ]K)iiits raised on this question do not arise. 

Price of rice in Jessore and Kbulna during June, 1S4S. 

S3, Mr. ASHUT08H LAHIRY: ui) Will the Ilor/ble Minister in charge 
of the Civil Supplies Department be i)leased to state whether he has seen 
the statement issued on behali oi Directorate of ('ivil Supply on tho Hth 
June, last (1!)4ID stating that the price of rice has fullon by Its.lO in Khulna 
and by Ks.7 in .les sorer 

(b) If so, will the lloirble Minister be pleased to stab^ whether the said 
fall in price has oC( urre<l in— 

(i) Khulna and Jessore towns, or 
(ii) in the village ureas of these two districts? 

(c) If the full has occurred in the case of will tho Ilon’ble Minister 

be ph'ased to .state the naimvs of the vdlages or unions in tlnsse two districts 
where such fall in jirices has taken place? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: (a) Ym. 

{b){i) In Jessore town and Ilagerhat town. 

(ti) Tlieie \vas a general full in prices in rural areas also though not to 

the same extent as at (?), 

« 

(r) Does not arise. 

Stocking of rice in MunshiganJ, Dacca, 

64. Mr. DHANANJOY ROY; (a) Will the ITon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Civil Supjdies Department 1 h* pleased to state whether it is a fact^ 
(i) that the Subdivisional Oflicer, Munshiganj, in the district of Dacca, 
seized and stocked any rice and jiuddy within his jurisdiciioD ; 
and 

(tt) that at the time of seizure the subdivision as a whole was in acute 
distress? 

(h) If so, will the Uon’ble Mini.sfer be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that the stock was not released when there was an acute scarcity in 
market ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: (n) About J(K) maunds of rice 
and mddy were .seized during the acute perio<l (»f crisis, i.e., from August to 
October, llMrk In addition, inaiindH of rici* and jniddy were jmrehased 

in July, by the Foodgruins Purchasing Officer, under written contract 

with the merchants. 

(6) The entire amount excepting alKuit 500 riiaunds which were kepi us 
a reaerve, was released to Union Focwl Committees, Oniel Kitchens and ndief 
institutions at controlled rates to help the suMi vision to tide over the crisis. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer will the 
Hon*ble Minister be pleased to state whether this quantity of grains, 33,000 
maunds, was stocked at Kamalaghat Bandar, which was recently gutted by 
fire? * . 

Tht Hoii’bla Mt. H, S. SUHR AWARD Y: Gbd knows, Sir. This 
in July, 1943, and everything of tlfts was spent before the fire. 


was 
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tilting of oomo ouontiol eommoditk$ in blook morkoi tg Ikmsod 
ihopkoepen in Magura subdmsion, 

65t Mv. At Ml At Zaman: (a) Will the Hon^ble Minuter in charge of 
the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state what action the Govern- 
ment proposes to take against licensed shopkeepers selling articles in <Ke 
black market? 

(h) Is it a fact — 

(i) that shopkeepers of the Lohagara police-station in Magura subilivi- 
sion in the district of Jessore hold licence for seliing quinine, 
kerosene and sugar at control price; and 
(it) that they sell the said articles in the black market? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the attirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whut action, if any, has been taken or is proposed to be 
taken, in the matter? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) how many times the supply officers visited the licensed shops in 

Ijobagara police-station during the last 1 year; 

(ii) the result and nature of inspection ; 

(iti) date of each inspection ; and 

(iv) the name of the sliopkeepers wliose shops were visited ? 

Thf Hofl’blo Mfi Hi 8# 8UHRAWARDY: (a) Their licences are can- 
celled, their stoc ks are requisitioned and prosecutions are launched. 

(6) (i) Some shopkeepers hold licences for selling sugar and one chemist 
at Jjohagara holds a pennit for retail sale of quinine. ’’ There is no licensed 
dealer in kerosene. 

(it) One case of black marketing was detected and some cases are under 
enquiry. 

(c) The licence of the sugar dealer who was detected selling sugar in 
black market has been cancelknl ; he has been debarred from getting licence 
in future; his stock of sugar has been requisitioned. 

(d) (?) From January, to l>ecemlK*r, 1948, the Supply Officer visited 
the controlled shops in Lohagara police-station, (>4 times. 

(it) In course of inspection, he checked the receipts and disix)8als of 
•tocKS and tried to detect black marketing. One case of black marketing 
a« referred to in the reply to part (c) of the question was detected. 

(m) and (iv) Not readily available without an amount of > research 
incommensurate with the value of the data so obtainable. 

Cbiii|»l«iiit rigutfing supply of foodstuffs to security prisoners at Oum Dum 

Central Jail. 

801 Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state — 

(t) whether Government have received anv complaint regarding the 
charging of exorbitant prit'es for foodstuffs and other necessaries 
supplied to security prisoners, sj^ecially at Dum Dum Central Jail; 
and 

(ii) whether his attention was invited at a conference of Party leadera 
.and others held in his room in the Writers^ Buildings on the 19th 
November, 1943. to the continuance of the practice of charging 
prices much higner than the then controlled prices for rice, attn, 
sugar, etc., by the Dum Dum Central Jail authorities from security 
prisoners lodged there? 

(h) Will the Hon'ble Minister be f)lea8ed to ‘.^tate — 

(i) what action, if any, has been taken to make prop:»r enquiries into tho 
aUegi^tioni : 
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what steps, if any, have been taken i^inst the persons responsible 
for the levy of such exorbitant prices contrary to Government 
orders; and 

(ttt) what measures are taken to ensure that prisoners may not be 
charged prices higher than controlled prices for articles supplied 
to them? 

Thi Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: (a) Tes. 

(5 (i) and (li) Enquiries were made and it was ascertained that at the 
time when the charges, complained of. were made, the Departmental Rule 
was that security prisoners supplied with dietary articles from jail stocks 
should be charged at the rate at which the Jail Department actually paid for 
the stocks. As the action of the jail authorities was fw7ia fide and in 
accordance with the Departmental Rule on the subject, no action was taken 
against the officers concerned. 

(ui) Revised instructions have been issued that nr^oners will be charged 
at the rate actually paid by the Jail Department or tne statutory ceiling pries 
whichever is less. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAii: In view of the fact that tbs 

security prisoners were charged extra through hona fide mistakes, as we are 
told, has the Government considered the question of refunding the extra 
charge or of rendering equivalent benefits to the prisoners? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I shall consider this. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8iKHAR 8ANYAL: In view of the fact that Goyem* 

ment proposes not to take any action on the ground of hoTia fide mistake, 
will the Ilon’hle Minister be pleased to state whether any lawyer of Govern- 
ment has been consulted in this matU‘rP 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: What for? 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL. Whether action should be taken 
or not. 

The Hofi’bla Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: We have decided not to take 

any action. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Is it also the policy of Government 
that when there are bona fide mistakes even in contravention of the Defence 
of India Rules, no prosecution will be launched against Government officers f 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: If there is a bona fide 

mistake the officers of Government are protected. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether this homi fide mistake extends to non-officials also? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Yes; when there is a hona fide 
mistake it is taken into consideiution. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: In view of the last two answers, 
will the llon’ble Minister consider the desirability of circulating this policy 
of Government in order to avoid unnecessary prosecutions and persecutions 
in this province? 

The Hon’bie Mr. H. 8b 8UHRAWARDY: ^1 know that unnecessary 

prosecutions have been avoided. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN; Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased ^ 
state why the security prisoaers in question were not allowed to make their 
purchases direi't fropi the market at contpdled rates? 

TiM Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWAROY: I do not know. 
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(to which oral *n«we» wen gjrea) 

MecHtal treatimmt of certain selwrity prisonora. 

*190l Mft 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minieter 
in charge of the Home Department aware — 

(i) that 8j. Brojendra Chandra Hay of Mymensingh, now a security 
prisoner in Dum l)um (Jentral Jail, was transferred from HijU 
in November, llMl, to Calcutta for proper treatment of his eyes; 
and 

(n) that his left eye has become completely blind and his right eye has 
also been affected ? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affiiTuative, will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state what arrangement, if any, has been made for proper treat- 
ment of his eyes in th6 Medical College? 

(c) If no arrangement has yet been made in the Medical College, is the 
Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of releasing him so that he 
can make proper arrangements for treatment of his eyes? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

(i) that Suren Sarkar, a security prisoner in Dum Dum Central Jail, 

who has l)een suffering from tuberculosis of the lungs, applied to 
the Government on the 2Gth January, 1943, for better treatment 
of this fell disease or for release if the Government were not pre- 
pared to arrange for his better treatment; ahd 

(ii) that no reply has yet been received by the petitioner in the matter P 

(e) If the answer to (d) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of — 

(i) making arrangements for his treatment in a tuberculosis sanatorium; 

or 

(ii) releasing him forthwith so that be can make arrangements for his 
treatment without any further delay? 

Khkn Bahaxiur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir 
NaiinMMWin): (o)(?) Yes. 

(n) His left eye still retains G/GO vision; his right eye has a mild affec- 
tion of choroiditis, but it retains useful vision which has improved up to 
6/9 with the glasses prescriluHl by the visiting eye-s^iecialist of the Jail. 

(6) His eyes were exivmiiuHl and glasses prescrilied by the Medicad College. 

(c) Does not arise, 

(d) and (e) The security prisoner was released in February last. 

Ropresentation by security prisoners from Rajshahi Central Jail. 

M31. Mr. 8ATYAPR1YA BANERJEE: (a) Has the attention of the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department been drawn to the 
representation hv the security prisoners from the Hajshahi Central Jail bear- 
ing the date 30tK December, 1943? 

(ft) If the answer to (n) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased- to state whether it is a fart — 

(i) that the representa^on contains allegiitions of lathi charges on the 
security prisoners and assault ou the security prisoner Sj. Priya 
Ranjan Das Gupta inflicting w’ounds in several parts of his body 
on the 29th December, 1943; 

(u) that Priyaranja^n Bnbu wms medically examined by the Jail doctor 
after the assault and by the Civil Surgeon a6 the instance of the 
^ District Magistrate later on;* 
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(tit) tha^ the local vernacular weekly Hindu Ranjika made comments in 
its editorial column with regard to the Uiihi charge and assault 
referred to in (h) {i); 

(iv) that immediately after the incident on 29th December^ 1943, special 
non-official visitors visited the jail on 31st December, ojd 

Ist January, 1944, and submitted their report on the incident on 
1st January, 1944, in the visitors’ book; 

(u) that the District Magistrate also held an emiuiry into the incident 
and submitted a report to the Government; 

(vi) that in the identification parade held by the District Magistrate 
during the course of his enquiry identical persons were identified 
by the security prisoners; and 

(rir) that the DepuU' Inspector-General of Prisons also held uu enquiry 
into the incident on 29th December, 1943? 

(r) If the answer to (h) (ni) is in the athrmative, will the Jlon’ble Minister 
he pleased to state the circumstances which lecl to the eift|uirv by the Deputy 
Inspector-General alter the District Magistrate hud made a thorough enquiry 
and reported thereon to the G(»vernment? 

(d) Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact — 
(/) thnt during the course of the enquiry by the Deputy Inspector- 

General of 1‘risons. he began to take a statement from Sj. Priya 
Kan jail Das Gujita, the assaulted security prisoner; and 
(ii } tliat he refused to proceed with his hlatement, as the Deputy Inspec- 
tor-General told him that he (i.e., the Deputy Inspector-General) 
could not talfe down the statement us narrated by him (i.e., Priya 
Kahn) as he believed it to In* untrue? 

(e) If tlie answer to the (piestions {a} and {h) (i) to (vi) is in the affirma- 
tive, will •the Ilon’hle Minister In* pleased to state — 

(/) whether there is any material difference between the report of the 
District Magistrate and that of the iion-ofiiciul visitors; 

(//) whether there is any .substantial discrapancy between these reports 
ami that bv tlie report, if any, submitted by the Deputy Inspec- 
tor-General; and 

(m) whether he is ( (>nsi<lering the d<*sirubility of holding an enquiry into 
the whole affair himself or by a committee of two ineinbers of 
the House, consisting r»f one member troin the Ministerialist party 
ami another from the Opposition for jmnishing the guilty persons r 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’blo Khwaja Sir 
Naziimiddin) : UO, (h) H), {u}, Uv), (c) and (vn) Yes. 

(6) (iii) 1 have no information. 

(b) (rt) No. 

(c) The disclosure of the information asked for v\ill he against the public 
interest. 

(d) (i) Yes. 

(li) He declined to proceed with hi.** stateinentH when the Deputy Inspec- 
tor-General of Prisons (Security) asked him (crtain (jiiestions in connection 
therewith. 

(e) (i) and in) llie tjonclusions arrived at hy the District Magistrate and 
the Deputv Insjiector-General of Prison.s (Security) as a result of their 
-enquiries differed in certain respects. 

(liV) Government Onlers were issued permitting prosefjutions of the 
security prisoners concerned in r<*spect of 'offences alleged against them. 
They also permitted securitv;^risoner Babu Priya Hainan Das Gupta to insti- 
titte a prosecution agminst members the )ail staff in respect oi assault oil 
him. But subsequently on a representation from security pnimners’ spokes* 
men and in order to re-establish good relations between tne jaih staff and the 
32 
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secuxity priM)»i(‘r.s, (roveriiment aoceptecl the sugifestion that the prosecutions 
against the semrity prisoners should he withdrawn and that security prisoner 
Bahu Priya Panjan Das Oupta should, on his part, refrain from instituting 
any pn)se(ution against the niemWrs of the jail staff. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (c), will the 
Hon ’hie Minister please state in /what respect the disclosure of the informa- 
tion asked for will he against public interest I' 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 have nothing further to add to 
what 1 have stated in reply to (c). 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the lion ’hie Minister please 
state the names r>f the security prisoners against whom prosecution was 
permitted ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask U>r notice. 

Mr. NIBHITHA' NATH KUND^U: Is the ilon'hle Minister aware that 
at least in one case ]>rosecntion has not ])een yet withdrawn, namely, in the 
case <if Kali Krishna Sanyal? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 am not aware ot it. I ask for 
notice. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In view (»f the iniormation ^^iven hy 
me, does the Ilon’hle Ministei think it ilesirahh* to emjnire into the matter 
and .see that tlie (Tovernnient <nth*r is carried out, iiaiMely, withdrawinir 
prosecution against Kali Krishna Sanyaly 

(.No reply.) 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will tlie lloi.'lde M nister lie 

pleased to state who intm \ rii(*d in tlie matter ot l>rni;4iiiu about tlu' (iroposcd 
eom]>r(»nns(‘ Y 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: As I havr stated, a tvpt escntat ion 
was ree(‘ivt‘d from the security prisoners' spoki'sju.in. Tlieiefou- it was 
thought that if good relationship is to In* re-estaldisliod it will he la ttei that 
both sides should give up prosecution. 

Mr, 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Who represented the other sideV 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 ask tor notice 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: Was the matter (omiiroiuised by 
a petition submitted in (’ourt <»r out of (’mirtP 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 t was out ot Court. 

Family allowanoa for security prisoner Babu Brojendra Chakravarty. 

*132. Mr. JNANENDRA CHANDRA MAJUMDAR: (u) Is the Hon I le 

Minister in charge ilie Home (dailst Department a^^are — 

(/) that semirity prisoner Hahu Biojendra Chandra ('hakravarty of 
» district Tippera, at present detained in the Dacca Central or Duni 
Dum Central dai!, has sent several petitions to the (Government 
for the grant ot family allowance; 

(/i) that he received no replies to his petitions as yet up to the 5th 
November, 1944; 

{Hi) that he was a paid employee of she A.ssum Bengal Hailway 
Employees’ Association and, heinfT a graduate of the Calcutta 
University, eould earn and maintain his family members bad 
be been free; and 
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(ir) that his family members have bt^n passing? through gr«?at financial 
difficulties and distress? 

(6) If the answer to (^) (i) and (/V) is in the affirnuitive, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state (/) the dates of his jietitions, (t#) the reasons for 
giving no rejilies, and (///) uhat steps have been taken in the matt-er? 

(r) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of granting him 
a family allowance a^ early as possible? 

({/) If the answer to (ci is in the negative, will the IIonMde Minister be 
pleased to state the reason thereof? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’bie Khwija Sir 
Nazimuddin): (a) (/) Yes. 

{//) to (//‘I and (/j) The petitions that ^\ere ri'ccived from the j)ri8oner 
ior family allowance wmc date«l the 14tli Fehiamry. 1941?, 7th September^ 
1941J, 'doth October. 194d, dbth December. 194-1, and fNi lannary, 1J144, and 
these weie rejected on 7th April. 194d, 81 h November, 194d. and dHth Febru- 
ary, 1944, because the prisoner was not a!i earning member before his 
arrest and tin' family \Nas not in distrc'-s. The prisoner was intormed of the 
resuli oi liis petitiojiS tliiougb the lail Superintendent. 

(f \ and nl) Tlic loMKitnable member i^ jcf«‘ned to m\ iepl\ to i|Uestion 
id} in) t») ;//') 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: in \ie\\ of the rc\ i^^•d policy (►! 

( nn ernnient given pubjieitN to in the papers, df)cs tin* Hon’ble Minister think 
it dt'^iiable that even it the detenus and the secairitN prisom*rs were not 
eainin:^ \^llen tlie\ vserc aiie>.te<l llie\ will be gianted some family allowance? 

Kharf Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir. the ease was n* viewed in the 
light ot the lilar.il poin y ot ( ii>\ ♦•innient and it was again rejected bi-eausc 
this securn\ pii'-o'iet luoi no paicnts and he was nnmairle<l and bt'sides that 
it w.is toiiiid that thf taniily was in aHluent (dreuinstaiices and there wns no 
jii'-i iti' a 1 10(1 foi ;jr.int (d an\ allowance. 

Supply of quinine for distribution in Tangail subdivision. 

*133. Mr, AMRITA LAL MANDAL: (a) Is tlie Hon’lde Minister la 
charge (d the Public Hcaltli and Isk'uI Scif-Ciovcrnmenf Department aware 
tliat (juimiic wa-. ‘.applied {«u lli^tnbution in tbc subdiNision rd Tangail iu 
the di.strict (d Mvineiisingh from last March. |94‘l. to A (nil, 1944? 

i/n It the aii-wei to u/t i> 111 the at!i? inati ve. will tin* llorrhic MiniKtcr 
be pleased to state — 

</» tie* (juaiititv allotted for sale |>er montb; 

(//) the (juantily albdted toi free (lislrihutiojj per immtli; 

(//;) tlie namejS «»t pejsons to whom (juinine was Mi|»plied with their local 
(uIdresM's and their mcjlical fjnalifical ion‘'. if any; and 
t/r) the ijuantity sup}died to each one of llumi? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hof>>ble Khan 
Bahadur Mauivi Jalaluddin Ahmad): (a) Yes. 

(/i) (/) No separate alhdment wun mad<* per month for Tangail. It was 
supplied as soon as demand was made hy <|«inin(k retailers on (•rodiietion of 
nece.sflary« accounts. 

(//) No allotment w'as made month by month. It was supplied as smm a5 
Medical Officers of charitahlt# (li.HpenHaries, Subdivisional Offictw, (.'liairman. 
District Hoard or Mt^icipality, or Presidejit, Unioi^ Board, demanded. 

{iii) and (tr) Statements furnislling the information are laid on the 
Library Table. • ^ 
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M34. SJ. MANINDRA BHU8AN 8INHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in char^ye of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased to state — 

(a) when the five-year term of office of the present District Board of 

Bankura expired; 

(h) when the ^»:eiierul election for its reconstitution will be held; 

(c) if the constituencies have been delimited for the purpose of election; 
and 

(dl} if not, what this delay is due to? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahadur Mauivi Jalaluddin Ahmad): (o) In March, 1944. 

(h) As soon as jjossible after the delimitation of constituencies will be 
djecided by Governinei^t. 

(c) Not yet. 

(d) Delimitation proposals have just been received from local officers and 
are under examination. Delay was due to lime recpiired for determining? 
the number and distribution of seat.s, elective and nominated, p:eneral and 
reserved. 

8j. MANINDRA BHU8AN SINHA: \yill the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state the approximate date by which the election will be held for 
reconstitution of the Board? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: The uuproximate date cannot be 
f?iven, but Government is tryin^^ t(» expedit(‘ election and Government 
expects to liavi* the election by next year. 

SJ. MANINDRA BHU8AN SINHA: Will the Horrble Minister be 
pleased to state the approximate date hy which Government will come to a 
decision about the delimitation proposals? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I eannot ^nve an\ date, but 1 
have already answered that Government is tryin^^ to exj)edite the matter. 

Recent flood in parts of Khulna and 24-Parganas. 

•m Mr. PATIRAM ROY: (o) Will the H on'Me Minister in charge of 
the Tleveniie Department he plea.sed to state whether it is a fact that on the 
Jlrd October, 1944, a flood of saline w’ater visited the southern part of 
Khulna and 24-rarganas? 

(h) Is the Hon’hle Minister aware that the flood caused serious damage 
to GO per cent, of the paddy crops iii the area? 

(^c) If the answers to (o) and (h) are in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(G whether nu> enq^uiry has been made into the matter; 

(fV) what steps the Government have taken so far to repair the embank- 
ments for the protection of the crops from the saline water; and 

(#Vil whether the Government have opened any relief centre or has sanc- 
tioned any amount for relief to the flood-aflfected people? 

MINISTER in cham M the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon'IHa 
Mr. Tarak Nath Mukarjaa): (a) Yes. 

(b) Yes. The extent of damage was different in different affected areas. 

(c) (i) Yea. 

(ft) The embankments have already, been repaired fh the Khulna district. 

As regards the 24-Parganas, necessary repair works were duly taken up and 
have been com'pleted in case of some of the embankments. 



1944.] QUESTIONS. «•! 

(fu) Yes. Six centres were opened to give relief td the distressed 
people of the affected areas of the 24-Parganfls. Ooverninent have already 
sanctioned Rs.4,()0,00() for distribution as gratuitous relief and also 
Ri.1,76,000 for sinking do deep tube-wells in the affected areas. 


Distribution of sugarcane cuttings. 

M38. Mr. i. A. CLARK. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Agriculture Departinont be pleased to state — 

(a) if it is a fact that (invenmient are taking steps to distribute larger 
quantities of sugarcane cuttings to cultivators; 

(h) what organisation (rovernmeut posse8.s for the distribution of sugar- 
cane cuttings to cultivators; and 

(c) whether (ioveiiiinent have taken steps to appoint a special Officer 
in the Department of Agriculture to take charge of the production 
and distribution of sugar(‘ane cuttings and generally (»f all matters 
connected with sugarcane K • 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWAS (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 
Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain): (a) Yes. 

(fj) No special staff have been employed for distribution of siigareaiie 
cuttings this year but tiie work is supeivised by the (irow More Food Staff itt 
the district. Som(‘ assistants from the Agricultural Fhemist's Section have 
also been deputed for the purjiose. 

(c) No, but th(* scheme of a tiovernment sugarcane seed farm in North 
Bengal is under consideration of (iovernim*nt and if the scheme materialiHes 
additional stafT for |?! 0 (luction and distribution of sugarcane euttings will 
have to be entertained. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Release of motor buses requisitioned by Military and A.R.P. authorities. 

67. Babu A8HUT08H LAHIRI: (</) Will the Hon'hle Minister in 
charge of the Home Department he fdea.sed ti. state — 

(i) the number (d motdi bu.-es that have U'en requisitiuiMMl up to data 
1>> the military and A.K.IV authorities in (.’alcutta; 

(ii) if any of them have been released for service <ui the .‘-tieets; and 

(m) if so, how mauyy 

(b) Is the llon’ble Mini.''t«*r considering the <le.Hirability oi releasing all 
the reijuisitioned buse.s immediately for relieving tiallic ( (mgeHliony 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Ififi. 

(ii) and (iri) Nil (but d of the acijuired buse'i were sold in auction to 
the bus owners whose buses were re(|uisitione«l, re-registered and put on the 
road). 

(6) There is no proposal for releasing rt’f/uijdtiojird buses at pn*w'nt, 
but (Government have accepted the principle of replacing them by new con- 
trolled vehicles. The first batch of such vehicles is on its Vuy from 
Bombay, and these vehicles will he released as ^soon as they arrive. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon'hle Minist4>r be pleased to 
state what is the present position, that is, wdiether the first hatch of controlled 
vehicles have reached Ualciefta from Bombay? 

Khan Bahilbfr MOHAMMCD ALI: ?>ir, it is on its way from Bombay. 
I refer the honourable member to my reply to (6). 
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i Supply of yam to weavers of Pabna. 

68. Mr. PATIRAM ROY: (a) Will the lIoL.'ble Minister in charge of 
the Ileveiiue lV|»af iineiit lie pleased to state whether any memorial from 
the Sec'ielary, District Momen (Weavers’) Association, Pabna, regarding 
flupjdy ot >arn for the district of Pabna has been received by him*" 

(h) n the answer to (n) is in the atbnnative. will tiie Hon’ble Minister 
Ik.* pleaseil to stale what action he pro]>os(*H to take on the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; (a) Yes. 

ih) The (jiiestion of regular sujiply of \ain to haudloom workers is l)eiug 
examined by the Department of (Ivil Suj>plies. In the meantime the Direc- 
tor of Industries, Bengal, has been asked to send some yarn to Pabna. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With referenee to answer (h), will the 
Hon ’hie Minister he pleased to state whether an j yarn has actually been 
lieut to Pabna for handloom weavers? 

Th6 Hon’ble Mr. YARAK NATH MUKERJEA: 1 want notice. This 
relates only to supply to those nnder the lehabilitation scheme. Sujiply of 
yarn is generally done by the Pivil Supplie.s Departmenl throiigli the 
Industries Department. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the llon’ble Minister he pleased to 
Utate what is the present stock oi \arn under the (fovernment of Bengal 
today? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: It is for the ( ivil 
Siii>])lies Dejiartment. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the ITmi’ble Ministei be jdeased 
to stati* the jiroeedure that should be adopted b_\ the weavers to get supply 
of yarn easily? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: As 1 have already said, 
it IS a matter I’oneeruing the P'ivil Supplies Di'parlmeii! . 

Removal of Chairmany Birbhum District Board. 

88. Dr. 8HARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJI: (<i) Will the lion ble 
Minister in charge of the Local Sell-tiovei nmenl Depai tmeiit be pleavSed to 
state — 

(/) what is the fate of the no-eonfid(‘nee motion Uibled against Babu 
f Surendra Nath Saikar, the ( halrman of the Siiri District Board; 

(//) whetlitM’ tlie charges nuole against him in the no-eontiden<(' imUion 
have bet'll erujuired into; 

(///) it so, what is the result; 

(ir) whether the saitl Habu Surendru Nath Sarkar ha> been finally 
removed b> (io\einment; and 

(r) if not. whether the Board can t*leet another meinlfcr to work in his 
place ? 

(h) If (In' answer to (fD(r) i^ in the lu'gative, will the Hon’ble Miiiisto 
1)0 please.l to state how Md. Alim is lunetioning as (’hairiuau of the said 
Board? 

(r) Is the Hon’hle Minister aware tliat all the Dislriei Board roads all 
iliroughout the flistnel ha\e become deterionited ? 

(d ) Mill the Ilon’hle \fini>ter be plea>ed to state whether hr is con- 
sidering the desirability of taking immediate steps to einpiire into the 
matter? , 

The Hon*bta Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDINc AHMAD: laHt) A 

Keeolution wj^s j)a.'«se<l at a special meeting of tin* Birbhum (8uri) District 
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Board on the llth Aufriist, lf>44, askiiifr the Provincial Uoveriiinent to 
reiuave Babu Sureiulra Nath Sarkar from his oflirc of Chairman of the 
BiXird. (iovenmooit have aerepte»l the resolution. 

(tf) Yes. B\ the |)i.siri('t Majjistrate in course of his ins|>ectic)n of the 
Board after the rescdulioii was jxissed. No formal iiuiuirv is re<njir€d by 
law. , 

{tu) Ihe Distric t Maj.listrate s inspection revealed ^'■ravt* ijeg'lig^eiice of 
cluty on the part oi the ex-( 'haiiman. 

(ir) and (( ) Yes. 

(r) Does m)t aiise Ihe District Maijjfistrate, Birl)hum, has heen a|>|X>illt* 
ed to act as ( hainnan uruhu- section Local Self-( iovernment Act. 

(/>) This geutlemuii is not luactioniufj as ('hairman. He is Vice-Chair- 
man. 

{(h I will consider the matter. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTAlWill the llnn’hW- Minister he pleased 
to t(‘ll ns v\li\ the Distiict Ma^ristrate was appointed as Chairman of the 
District Heard instead ot a member!'' 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD S ^I'here is no bar in tin* appoint- 
ment (if the Distri(t Magistrate. 

Mr, DHIRENDRA NATH DATTAlWill the iion'hle Minister be pleased 
to tell un wiii'tlier tlieie \^a^ not a im*nib(*r in tin* Hoaid fit to be ajipoinied 
as ('hairman of the District Hoard!*' 

Khan Sahib HAMI8UDDIN AHMAD: In thi‘ ojiinion ot (iovernmeiit 

the District Magistrate was the fitt(*.st man. 

Mr, DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is it not a fact that tln‘ Di.sfrict 

Mac-jstrat'c was alrc.oU o\cr worked in his official workh 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: In the opinion of (iovernment 
tile Dislrn t ^^ill 4 is^fMte lias some time to j^ive attention to tin* Distric!! 
Hoard wdik 

Mr, DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is it not a fact that tin* woik of the 
Hoard Is >utfciin^* a ^ric.il deal on aeeoiiiit of the fact that the Difttriot 
Mac'istratc lias no time and ener^jTV to devote to the District Hoard work h 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Nd. 

Sj. MANINDRA BHUSAN SINHA: AVill the Iforride Minister be 
pleased to state the sp(>cial reasons why the privilejxe ol tin* District Hoard 
in electin<r its dwii ( liairman was withdrawn arnl an official Chairman was 
appointed !" 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: 'rino'e was si ndn.s iiarty faefion 

and t niv(‘nimeiil (Innijrht it desirable to ;ret the Jfisfrnt Ma^fistrate us 
Chairman for tlie time beinjr. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the ilon'blc Minister be 

pleased to stale whether it is not a fact tliat the ap)iointin(*nt of the District 
Ma^ristratc as ('hairman practieallv conxerts a non-ofticiul Cliairman into an 
offi(‘ial (‘hairman!" 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I have nothing? to add 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: D the llon'ble Minister aware 
that pn-ir to tin- iiiirodtietioir of the jrreserit state of thinjrs tin* District 
Majyistr'ate was tin- * r-offitto (iliaiiinan of the District Ibraid!" 

Khan Sahib HAMIouDDIN AHMAD:' Yes. 
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SA8ANICA 8£KHAR 8ANYAL: Is it not a fact that that system 
of ofhcial Cliainnan was followed by the system of non-official Chairman 
eletded by the members of the Board? 

Kfian Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Yes. 

Mr, 8A8ANKA 8CKHAR 8ANYALS Is it not a fact that the present 
arranf^^Mnent made by the Government takes the matter bade to the previous 
system ? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD* It is only a temporary measure. 

Mr* 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYALs Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what was the difficulty in getting? a non-official member 
appointed as Chairman? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: The Dfetrict Board had the 
authority to elect its own Chainnan. But as soon as it was found that the 
District Board could not elect a suitable man to be the Cliairman, the Chair- 
raan had to go out by a no-confidence resolution, and Government thought it 
desiiable that the District Magistrate should be, in the meantime, appointed 
as i huinnan, and after sufficient lapse of time, another chance may be given 
to the Board. 

Mti 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state wliy did the Government think that the District Magistrate 
should be made (’hairman? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: As I have already stated, there 
was serious party faction. 

Mr# 8A8ANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: Is it not a<fact that there were two 
parties and the District Magistrate* was alsf) an ini])ortant member of one 
of the parties? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: No. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the llotrble Minister be 
pleased to consult the ])roceedings of the Board in order to see whether the 
District Magistrate voted as a party man or as a mm-jiarty man? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: lie did not vote. He was not £ 
member of the Board. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Is it not a fact that tin* Subdivi 
sionul Officer of Hampurhat was openly diretded by the District Magistral 
to take up sides? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: No. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Ts the Iloirble Minister awar 
that the District Magistrate in course of his tours made certain remarkfl ii 
the visitors books in dak bungalow's and dispensaries by which he gave opei 
direction to the Subdivisional Officer of llampurhat to take up sides in th 
matter? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: (toverniuent is not aware. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: lu view of the fact that this is 
temporary arrangement, wu’ll the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state i 
Government have made any permanent arrangement? If so. when that per 
manent urrangeinent is going to W given effect to? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: As soon as the term of th 
District Magistrate as (^liairman will expire, Government will consider th 
case. • 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL; Will the Honhle Minister b 
pleased to state what is the term of appointment? 

Khan Sahib HAMtJ>UDDIN^ AHMAD: He has Ipu appointed for on 
year. * * 



QUESTIONS. 


m 


m-] 

Mutberry plmtatiofi in BtngiL 

m Dr. SURE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: {a) Will the Hon’ble^ 
Mimeter in charge of the Commerce, Labour and ludustriei} Department be 
pkaaed to state — 

(i) what was the acreage of mulberry plantation in Bengal before the 
commencement of the war, district by district; 

(tt) by how much the plantation has increased by this time; 

(ui) whether it is a fact — 

(D that the controlled ceiling prite of silk coccmns and that of 
si Ik yarn have adversely affected the rearers, reelers and 
weavers of the silk producing area; and 
(2> that the establishment of filatures or reeling factories under 
(bjverniiient patronage has compelled the cottage reelers 
t<» close their basins thus rendering a inimber of reelers 
unemployed ? 

(ir) If so, will the Tfon’ble Minister he pleased ^to state what arrange* 
ment has been made by the (iovernment for their employment 
and the maintenance of their lamilicsj' 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if it is a fai t — 

(i) that the policy of fixing up the coiling ]>ricc. instead of the minimum 
j>rice tor (‘ocoons and silk \arn has failed to intensify the mulberry 
cultivation, cocoon rearinj^ ami silk varii production; and 

(/n that the a])pointnicnt of a side agent by the (Jovenimeiit for the 
purchase of silk yarn at the <‘ontrolled price has created a black 
market ;tnd tin* purpose ot the (iovenimeut has been frustrated, 
tiius bamjMM’ing the prognvss of the silk industry? 

(c) If tlie answer to {fn is in the aflirmative, do tlie (iovermnent (‘on- 
lemplifte revising its fKilicy regarding the controlled ctdling ]>rire and the 
appointment of the sole agent? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMERCE, LABOUR and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. 1C ShahabudcNn) : and (;V) A 

statement is laid on the Table. 

(itn ( I I and {h\ ( / ) No 

{2> No. Lottage reelers carrying on work in a businesslike way are 
not in any way afte(?t(Hl. 

(iv) l>oes not arise. 


(6) (ii) No, the reasons for the black market) lie elsewhere. 


(c) Does not arise, 
force for a year. 

The present arrangement 

is in any case only in* 

Statement referred to in 

reply to (a) (i) and (ti) of unMarred queMwn 

A 0*11 urulcr 

cultivfition .Area iinrJer 

No. 70. 

Diptnct. 

before* Ihe 

cultivation 

'I’otal 


cominenceTnent 
of the war. 

Bt present. 

increase). 


Bidhae. 

Bighaji. 

Bigha«. 

Malda 

23,247 

31,2H4 

S.037 

MurRhulabacl 

3,55ft 

5,157 • 

1.002 

Birbhum 


2,H2H 

966 

Bogra 

^27 

45 

16 

Midnapore 


Iftrt 

87 

Bankurs 

54 

252 

198 

Rajshah] 

• 

aa 

48 


Total . . . 28,66f 

39,621 

10.988 
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Price of different kinds of rice in Bengal anif certain places outside. 

71. Ral HARENDRA HATH CHAUDHURI; («; Will the Hon ble 

lliniMter in < narpe of the Civil Supplies Department l>e pleased to state the 
lowest wholesale pricf»s of — 

(’t) medium, and 
(t/) coarse, 

rice i.revailing in (he ditfereiK <listri. t» ol neural in (lie la«t week ..1 Decern- 
June^ iyVir* 'hniuary, February, March, April, May and 

{/j) Whedier he has an\ iiiiormatiou as to the lowest M'holesale prices 

(i) medium, and 
(//) coarse, 



r, 7,* rs *v,“f 
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The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAROY: 


If is iidl MKue tliiiii (wn years. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which wal antwert were given) 

Prosecutions for profiteering and hoarding in essential foodstuffs. 

(1 I**' **• ^**-*^^**J " 'll 'I"' Hkh'Mc Minister in charge of 

the ( nil Sni.plics Dcimilmciit he pleased lo la.\ m, the Tahle a statement 
shoNMiiu" tor the niontlis of Ma\ ami June, 

tM the luiinher id pioseeuli.ms iinlitnied in Heiigal tin pi oHteei iiig and 
Imardni^* in essential lootlstuhs; and 
(III the nuniher of eonvietions .seemed and llie penalties imposed;' 

(/») Is the HonMiIo Jlinister aware that as a general rule small fines anil 
not impii.Hoiinietit are imposed tor iiroHleeriiig and hoarding oftenees:'' 

(el If so. will (he lloii'lde Minister he ideased to .state what .steps the 
■Doyeriimeiil eontemplate to take mi (hat ileteirent penalties fot profiteering 
4111(1 hoartliii^ ofitmces ma> he imposed!*^ 

„ SUHRAWARDY: („i A statement i.s laid on 

the luble ^•iMn^ the tnformatioii asked tor. 

(h) In many cases small fines were imposed hut in .some cases sentences of 
heavy fines tir imprisonment i\eie awarded. 

(c) Public Proseculois in all distiicts liave been instructed to press for 
dcteiient senteiu't's in sucli cases. here iiecessaiv, (lovernmeut have 
k LI- eiihanoement of the sStvifeuces. The observations 

I ( ourt Oil the ^lesirahility of adeipiate punislnnent in such cases 

which were made in Emperor vrr<if>< Jo\5am Pathak and others have been 
'Circulated to the District Magistrates. 
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Stakmeni referred to in reply to chv^se {a) of starred qvestton No. J37, showing the 
number of prosecutions instituted, number of convictions secured and the nature 
of penalties imposed for profiteer mg and hoarding of essential foodstuffs during 
May and June. 1943. 


1 . 

2 . 


5 . 


7 . 


District. 


Bakargaiij 

Darjeeling 


Noakhali 


Kajsl^hi . . 


Hiirdwati 


llogra 


l!4-Pargarias 



4r. ^ .3 

18 ;? 

1 

T) 2 

92 7 


Dacca . . 14 


Natart“ of pcurtltio** Keiuarks. 


Kmc uiul ngoroiw impHsoimient 

(1) Kmc Hh. IfKi iuu) Hs. r>{K). 
The coiuictioi) uaa houevt'r set 
h^kIo on up^HUil. 

(2) Kmc Ks. 2(Hl, m default 2 
nmnthf'’ rigunaiK imprisomnciit 
un<l the Hcixt'd ncc was cotiliM- 
cat<*<l 'ria* <>r<lcr of confmen 
tinu was Hct aside on ap^H'ai. 

(H' Kmod 1 {h. |ih». III ift'fault 2 
ncmlhs' ripM'ciiN iinpriHonmcnt 

(I) Kmc lt'<. 2. and the .^iM/cd 
Iiiati hcH were c«>nlis<>at4Ml 

(.*>) Tin' aiu usiMl N4'nt*>nccd to 
Simple ini|ii iHoiiment for a dav 
and tiic'.l K-i. :!(», m liefauit 
hunple imprtNonment foi a 
month. 

Not reported 


Kllie - 

tl) lU .'ioo. 
(2) Its 1(K>. 

(.•{) Ks. I."!. 


( I ) Kine K.s 2 .*» 
| 2 t Kine Ks 1 <M» 


tl)Kme Km. 2 ot» (m tiiTaiilt 11 
ntuuthh' ngorouH im|>riHonnieitt ) 
and nuorou.s impriMOiunent for 2 
iiionihs. 'riie hoardini stuck of 
2 tMt mail tills of MCI* and HMt 
liiatmdH of jiiiifrlt forh'ited {< on 
\ letion K<*t umkIc hy AjijM-llatc 
< uiirt ). 

(2) Kmc Kh. 7.'», in default rigorous 
itnpriHonnient for one month) 
and heeliec i HIM*<‘lled. 

(3) Kmc Kh 2.'>, m default rigorous 
iinpriHoimieiit for Kf w'lH'ks. 

(4) Kiiu* Ks r»(l. Ill default ngorouw 
unpnsuimieiit for one rnontli 

(5) In reiiiammg 3 eases 

(а) Kmc Its. .'»<>. 

(б) Kme Ks. 4d. • 

|c) Kmc Its ht. 

(1) In 3 cases line Ks. .70 caefi 

(2) Kmc K». 4. 

( 3 # Fine Km. 30 . 

(4) Fine Ks. 40<». ^ ^ 

(of Hentcnecil to rigorous imprtaon> 
inent forlj u<***kM. 


No dctailM fiinuHhtHl. 


One ease was {lending in 
liie High Court on a 
motion uh<*n thi* n*|)ort 
of the distrii’t w‘uh no 
rened. 


fl ( iiscM wi'it' [lending till 
.''•tfi .lannary, 1944, 
tfite ease eiulcd in 
ac (juittal of thf* aeeUHod. 

13 eases W(*ri* {H*n<lmg till 
till' daU* of n*j)ort (rt ,, 
on 2(Mh Sc|)teml>cr, 
1943). 'I’wo eascM end- 
ed in ae<|uittal of the 
ltd •used. 

'I'hc citHi* Wits icjioMi'd to 
Im* [M'lulmg at tlic time 
(he n*[»ort wits sent 
(22nd Siii.lcmhcr, 1943). 

3 ciiKi's were n'porttsl to 
Ik< ] lending at the time 
the n*port was wnit 
(2rilh .Se{iii*nil><'r, 1943). 

Keinaming 8.7 eHses Htill 
[S’liding (as rejHirUMi on 
Jfith .August, 1943). 


7 ( a HI'S re{>orP*d to lie 
{Minding at the tune the 
rcfxirt wm mmt (12th 
August, 1943). 
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District. 

9. Chittagong 



10. Rangpur . . 59 25 


Nature of penalties imposed. 


(1) Fine Eh. 10. 

(2) Fine Rs. 10. 

(3) P’ine Rs. 25. 

(4) Fine R«. 26. 

(5) Fine Rb. 20. 

(6) Fine Rs. 30. 

(7) Fine Rs. 100. 

( 1 ) Fine Rs. 75, in default rigorous 
impriHonment for 3 months. 

(2) Rigorrnis imprisonment for 
4 months. 

(3) Rigorous imprisonment for 2 
montliH and fine<l Rs, 50, in 
default rigorous imprisfinment 
for 1 month mort'. 

(4) Rigorous imprisonment for 3 
months. 

(5 to 7) 3 persons fined Rs. 100 
eaeh, in default rigorous im- 
prisonment for 2 months each. 

(8) Fined Rs 75, in default rigorous 
imprisonment for 2 months. 

(9) FinefI Rs. 50, in default rigorous 
impriK<»nmerit for ft weeks. 

(10) Fined Hs. ftO, in default 
rigorous imprisonment for on^) 
month. 

(1 1 ) Rigorous imf>risonni<‘iit for 2 
months. 

(12) Rigorous imprisonment for 0 
wis'ks and a fine of Rs. .30, m 
default rigorous imprisonment 
for 15 days more, 

(13) 3 persons m a ease; one 
stnitenced to ngonms imprison- 
ment for ft inontlih, one fined 
R**. 1,000, III ilefault rigorous 
impriHoninent for ft months and 
one fined Its. 250, ui default 
rigorous imprisonment for 3 
months. 

(14) Rigorous imprisonment for 6 
weeks. 


(15) Fine Rs. 50, in default rigorous 
imprisonment for 2 months, 

(16) Fine Rs. 50, in default rigorous 
imprisonment for 21 days. 

(17) Fine Rs. 15, in default rigorous 
imprisonment for 15 days. 

( 1 8) Fine Rs. 50, in default rigorous 
imprisonment for 21 days. 

(19) Pine Rs. 15, in default rigorous 
imprisonment for 15 days. 

(20) Fine Rs. 40, in default rigorous 
imprisonment for one month. 

(21 ) Fine Rs. 25, in default rigorous 
imprisonment for 21 days. 

(22) Fine Rs. 10, in default rigorous 
imprisonment for 7 days. 

(23) l^ne Rs. 50, in default rigorous 
imprisonment for one month. 

(24) Fine Rs. 35. in default rigorous 
immsonment for one month. 

(25) Fine Rs. 30, in default rigorous 
imprisonment for 21 Uays. 

11. Hooghly .. 36 rS Not re|>Qrted < 



Remarks. 


7 cases ended in acquittal 
of the accused. 27 
oases were reported to 
be pending at the time 
the report was sent. 


i33 eassa wwa reported to 
be priding at tha time 
the report was leoerted. 
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XHithot. 


12. N»dia 



13. Mymansingh 18 


14 . 

15. 


Tippera 

Murshidabad 


16. Malda 

17. Midnapore 


18. JeaBore 

19. Birbhura 

20. Howrah 


21. Dinajpur 


22. .Iftipaigun 


13 


14 


14 


24 


.37 


13 


23. Baokura 


35 


24. Chittagong 
Hill TracU. 

25. Khulna . . 


26. Paboa 


32 


14 


Nature of penaiti^ imposed. 


F me — 

(1) Kh. 100. 

(2) Ra. 51. 

(3 to 9) Rh. 10 to Rh. 100. 

(10) 2(K>. 


1 Fine Ra. 10 . . 

3 (1) Fme Its. 30, in default rigorous 

iinprisooinent for one month. 

(2) Fme Hh. 10, in default rigorous 
imprisonment for 2 viH'kn, 

(3) Fme Rh 25. m default rigortiua • 
imprisonment for one month. 


( 1 ) Fme Its. 20 

(2) Fme Rs. 10. 

(3) Fine H.s. 12. 

(4) and (5) 2 cam's lined, in default 
rigorous imprisonment . 

Fme Rh. 135 


(1) f'lne Hh. 4.'), in default ngtiroiis 
impriHoitinout for 0 w(*«*ka. 

(2) Fine Rh l.'i. in default rigorouH 
irnf>riHoiiiiieiit tor 15 days 

(3) Fme Rh. l.i, iii default rigorotiH 
irufiriHonment. Fine pair!. 

( 1 ) I'he ium’IiwhI whs ndeiim'd afti^r 
adiiionitioii. 

(2) One aei’Useil llne<l Rh. 150 lUid 
the other Its. 50. 

( 1 ) Fme Rh. HKJ, in default rigorous 
inifiriHoiiinerit for 4 months (2 
ca.m'rt wort' jointly tried the 
Hcfum'd being the aame jM'rson). 

(2) Fine its. 30, m default rigorous 
unpriMonment for 1 month. 

(3) In 2 cases the aceumnl was 
w'ntenced to 3 monthii’ rigorous 
imprisonment each. 

(1) In 3 cases tine Its. 100 each, in 
default 3 months* rigorous im- 
prisonment. 

(2) In 2 cases fined Its. 200 each, m 
default 4 months’ rigorous im- 
prisonment. 

(3) In one caae two accused were 
finetl Rh. 25 each, in default 
6 weeks’ rigorous iniprimjiuneut. 

(4) In one caia^ 2 accuseti were 
fined Its. 40 each, in default 
6 weeks’ rigorous imprisonment. 


(1) Rigorous imprisormieyit for 6 
months. 

(2) Fine in 5 cases. 

Fined Ka, 25 and rigorous im- 
• priaomnent fw a week. On 
appeal the fine .was reduced to 
Ha. 20juid onpriaoiinieni was 


Remarks. 


15 cases were reported to 
be pending at the time 
the report was reoeived 
(30th July, 1943), 

17 (blending (29th July, 
1943), 1 ^har^. 

12 pending (27th July, 
1943). 

11 cases ponding at the 
time the report was 
sent {28th July, 1943). 


All f leading on 22nd July, 
1943. 

Particulars of fine in two 
cases not reported. 1 
ease disi'hargod, 8 
(‘ases «ub judice. 

13 cases (Hnidtng on 23rd 
.Inly, 1943. 

34 cases {lending on 20th 
July, 1943. 


19 cases {H'ltdmg on 20th 
July, 1943. 


7 cases pending on 2lMi 
July, 1943. 1 discharg- 

ed. 


28 cases pending on 20th 
July, 1943. 


All pending on 1 5th July, 
1943. 

6 {lending on 1 7th July» 
1943. 20 discharged. 

1 case withdrawn, 1 ease 
discharged, 1 1 oases 
pending on 16th July^ 
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DtHtrirt . 


27. Fundpiir 

28 . CuIfMilta 



® 2 
0 



4.3 


N^atnrf* of j>enaltieH impowd. 


24rt 73 Avprftfto fiuj' Hh. 32 in 72 riihcs, 
firio Hh. 2f» in onn ortH<», 


Remarkn. 


9 fJ isf ‘barged . 34 pending 
on lOth July, 1943. 

IS (‘aaen acquitted. 166 
cases were pending on 
5tb July, 1943. 


Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the lioii'ble Minister be 
pleased to state in how many eases such slops have been laken by the Public 
Pniseeulor t(» ni()V»‘ High Court ^ tor tuihaneement ot sentences? 

Th8 Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I want notice. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8JEKHAR SANYAL: Is tlie Hon'ble Minister aware 
that many officials liave been touml to have indulged in profiteering and 
hoarding but that no proseevition was ^tarted against them.'^ 

Th6 Hon’bM Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I am pnparerl lo enfjnire 
into the cas(‘ if anv speeifie i je-e is brought to mv notice b_\ tin* lioiioiiralile 
member. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Will the iiort'ble Minister be 
pleased to refer to the <a>e ol a Citele Olliet'r ol Iterliamjxu'e who was tound 
in posst‘ssion ot umnitlionsed quantity ol loodLMitins ^and that a member of 
the rninisierial staff reported th(‘ matter to the th.ina but th(>n svibsetniently 
.the Suh<livisioual ()lti«er and the Distiiel Mapi'.tjale put [tressuK' upon him 
and persuaded him to withdraw the complaint? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; I have said alreaily. 1 am 
prepared to empiiit* it any liouourable uimulu-i ot memlier'" luing any 
specific ca''e to ni> iioliee. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Wdt the llon’l.le Minister tell us 
why, in the district of Tippera in which tlieic were l-l prosci’iitions, oik* 
ending in conviction and tine of Hs. 10, !!i piosecutions ar(‘ ])endiiio for such 
a long time sima* liTth dulv, 194*1? It is No. 14. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Tliat is more than I can say 
as to N\hy cases are pending in a court of law\ 

Dr. NAL|NAK8HA SANYAL: With reference to Nadia, will the 
IfoiCble Minister be phuised to state wliat i.s tin* present positron of the case 
in which (he former Dislrii t Magistrate of Nailia was reported against and 
an enquiry wuis held hy the police as regards his conduct as also the local 
Supply Officer, and the ]»olice riqiort against him was submitted to 
Government? 

Tbe Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAR0Y: With very great respect, I 
say that it docs not arise out of this question, but I am well aware that some 
steps were taken and I believe that the matter is not yet closed. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to the Murshidabad 
distrit't, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased Ui state what is the present 
position of the case in which a KmuiI Supply Officer and Circle Officer was 
reported against by the police for blackmarketing quinine aiwl also dealing 
with sugar in an iregular inanner. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : I do not know anything about 
that. It has noting to do with my departmeiVt. 

Or. NALtNAK8HA iANYALt Wi]l the llou'ble ^kinister be pleased 
to state what action has been taken against the Inspector of Textiles, Civil 
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Sttpplipi^, iu of the Provineial Textile Controller Mr. Jones of the 

liaiiie of one (roswanii a^rainst whom a written eomolaint was ^iven hy the 
questioner and liamled over to Mr. done> in Si'ptetnin^r ^ 

The Hon’hle Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: I am not aware of that. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is the Ilon'hle Minister aware of a 
severe eoinplaint about abuse ami eorruption in tin* olliee ot the IVwineial 
Textile Controller amongst Insjiertors nmler him operatin;^ under hia 
authority I*' 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; Written eomplaint P 

Dr. NALINK8HA 8ANYAL: V es, several, t )ne at least was written 
hy me 

The Hon’ble Mr. H« 8. 8UHR AWARD Y: That is the one that has been 
broufrht to my notict*. I am not aware ot any olluTs. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the lion'Me Minister he pleased 
io stat<‘ it it a tact ih.il nM-mily a eoinplaint about the d«*livery of te» bales 
of >ain to oiM* tirin ot Maiwari'* ba^ bt‘eii bnuif^ht to his notiia* and the 
Kiiion-enn*ut Police has in s est iiiated into the matter ami foumi many irre- 
j^-iilarities in that connectnuiP 

The Hon*ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; Sn, I a;^ain .snlmiit that it 
not ail*'*- out (d till'' question al all d'he lioinoirabb> iiieniher refiu's to 
one case, but I am aware (d ‘'e\eral sindi < a'es al! ot wbicb have lu*en handed 
over t(» tile Kiitorceiucnt Police ami w liieh ale beinc- enquired into. I do not 
know the ii'Milt <d tlTese cases. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will tin li im'ble Minister be pleased 
to slat*- what in the tCNidt ot the case in which a lar^e numbt‘r of bales of 
cotton pieee-<.o»(MiN weie discneied lu a particular undeclared j'-odow n and 
It was pointed "iit Io the Provincial Tf\lib' Controller as belonuiiijr to a firm 
of Iiceiise<i (loth deaiets which wa- luomjht to the llon'ble Minist»‘r's own 
notice*' 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. $. SUHRAWARDY: I am sorry, I am not aware 

ot the ( ase lia\in;» beei» brou^iht to mv notn«‘. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is the ( ase of lb walkar 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY I No siieh ease was brought 
to my notice but as I liave said anv (piestion whn h the honourable meinoer 
or nieinbers wish to ])luee before me ao-ainst oflicials of non-oflieials, utit'ainst 
the public oi the traib*. I am prepaied to (*n(piue info 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: '^I'hat m the ^enenil asKiirance. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: No 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the JfoiChie Minister be jdeased 
to state if it is a fact that one Hansraj Dalatram of Armenian Street ^ot a 
iarj^e number of bales (d' yarn released to him on the authority of the Provin- 
cial Textile Contndler reeeiiti\ while others w(*re mit beinf.f driven similar 
facilities P 

The Hon’Me Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sir. I submit it docs not arise 
out of this question. We are now ^rettiii^ into very complicated matters as 
to when and in what oircumstances the bales (»f fAvn were released. I am not 
aware of those c ire urn stances. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL. Does the HoiCble Minister know of this 
particular oaae ? • 

Tho Hon’blo llr. H. to SUHRAWARDY. Yes, I know of this parti- 
cular case, but I said that it does not apse out of this question. 
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Dr. MALIMAKBHA 8AMYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether he is personally aware of the fact that the Provincial Textile 
Controller 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: How can you brinjf in this textile matter 
when the question relates to only foodstuff? 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, food leads to cloth. 

Mr. NI8HITHA HATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to refer to item 21 of his statement and state the name of the accused who 
has been released and the specific act or acts of offence he had committed? 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. H. 8 . 8UHRAWARDY: I would ask for notice. 

8J. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: With reference to item 1 of his 
statement, will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason why out 
of 57 cases of prosecution only 18 were convicted? 

Thd Hon’bid Mr. If. 8 . SUHRAWARDY: Because I suppose the courts 
found that the cases were proved ag^ainst them. 

8J. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware that one Pal Ohaudhury of Jhalakati was 
detected hoarding an immense quantity of foodstuffs and he was let off on a 
aecurity of Its. 20,000? 

The Hofl’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: 1 do not know what the 
honourable member is speaking about. Obviously, the honourable member 
knows something about which T do not kmnv anything.* 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

(A/fer ndjotinimcnt.) 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the lloirble Minister be pleased 
io refer to item 8 of his statement and state the name of the person who has 
been fined Its. 4 and the (►ffeiice he committed? 

Tht Hon’bl« Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 would ask for notice. This 
is a (luestion which cannot possibly be expected to be answered by me without 
notiye. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, befort you proceed on to the 
next qup.stion 1 would just draw your attention to one matter. When we 
put important questions answers are refused on the ground that they will 
cost time and laoour and so on, but when Mr. Walker puts a question 4 pages 
are devoted to the answer. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is not my concern. 

Mr. Nikunja Bahari Maiti, M.L.A. 

MSS. Mr. SIBNATH BANERilEE: {a) Will the Hon^ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether the name of 
Sj. Nikunja Behari Maiti, m.l.a., a .security prisoner, now in the Presidency 
Jail, is included by the Special Branch or District Intelligence Branch of 
police in the list of terrorist prisoners? 

(h) If so, will the Hon’ble Mini8t4»r be pleased to state the reasons ox the 
facts on which such a conclusion has been arrived at? 

(c) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state whether during the 
whole course of his life he was ever found to be engaged in or associated 
with any teiToristic activity? 

Khan Bthaditr MOHAMMED ALI (on bohtlf of tho Hon’Mo KMobia Sir 
NoiiiliiiMn): (a) No. ^ 

(6) and (c) Do not arise. 
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^ Mr. tUR^NORR NATH BISWAS: WiU the Hon’Ue Minister 

in dbajcge of the Home Department be pleaeed to Rtate — 

(a) whether it is a fact that there are two Biver pplice-atations one at 
Sendiaghat and the other at Kavirajpur ana an ordinary police- 
station at Rajore in the district of Faridpar; 

(h) whether attention of Government has been drawn to tlie fact that 
river dacoities are committed in numbers within the jurisdiotions 
of those police-stations, almost every week, specially during 
Fuja month; 

(c) how many cases of such dacoities have been dealt with by the police 

this year and with what result; 

(d) whether Government are aware that journey by boat in the afore- 

said areas las become absolutely unsafe for the public; 

(c) whether the number of thefts, burglaries and dacoities in the sub- 
division of Madaripur and Sadar has enormously increased from 
tliat of the previous year; and • 

(/) what steps l^ve been taken by Government or the district 
authorities to reduce the number of thefts, burglaries and 
dacoities in the district of Faridpur? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf M the Hon’blo Khwi^a Sir 

Nazimuddin) : id) Th(*rc are floating ouijiosts at Sindiaghat and Kavirajpur, 
but not police-stalnnis. Uajoir is an onlinary police-station. 

(h), (d ) and (e) No. 

{(') Fiftet'ii cases ^ere reported, out of whi(‘h charge sheets were sub- 
mitted HI f) and 2 eases uie pending investigation. Final report was sub- 
mitted in 4 cases and investigation was refused in 3. 

(/) J^^atrols — ordinary, special and mobilised - liave been introduced, 
where necessary (rangs resfionsihle for I’rime have been detected and a 
numIxT sent up— either in charge sheet or in bad-livelihood eases. Meetings 
with the local people have lieen held, and wa\.s and means to cheek crime have 
been suggested and adopted. Special staff from among the District Police 
have been set apart for Indping the local police in the detection of important 
cases. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the llon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he i.s aware that representations have been made by the River 
Steamer Servict* ti> Govern iikmU suggesting certiiin more rigorous measures to 
control dacoities in the Faridpnr district area? 

Khan Bahadur MDHAMMED ALI: I want notid. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the lloiPble Mini.sU^r be nleased 
to state if he is aware that the Inspector-General of Police. Bengal, was 
approacheil in regard to river dacoities P 

Khan Bahadur MDHAMMED ALI: I would ask for notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the lloirble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that for certain months the Director of Movements, 
Civil Supplies, had put patrols along the convoys in order to prevent pilferage 
and dacoity of foodgrains sent out by the Director of Movements? 

Khan»Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: T would ask for notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minist<*r be pleased 
to state if he is aware that during recent week.s the Government of Ben^l 
have withdrawn facilities ^iven to the Director of Movements, Civil 
Supplies, in watching the ^^grains that were out and in supfiying 
special Police assisttfbee to them for prevdhting river dacoities? 
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Kfm iilMdir mOHAmmD ALi: I irould aak for notice. 

Dr« MALINAKBHA SAIIYAL: Will Hon^ble Kinister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that the special staff engaged in Khulna to watch 
and report 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: How does Khulna arise^ in a ques- 
tion relating to FaridpurP 

Dfi NALINAK8HA 8AIIYAL: It goes from Khulna through the Beel 
route in the Faridpur district. They suggested certain Police launches to 
ply between those areas and keep more constant watch than has been possible 
in the past. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I would ask for notice. 

Firo at Kamafaghat Bandar, MunsluganJ subdivision. 

•140. Mr. ATUL CHANDRA BEN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Homer Dej)artment be pleased to state whether the Govern- 
ment have ascertained — t 

(i) the cause of the fire which broke out at Kamalaghat handnr in the 
Munshiganj suMivision of the district of Dacca during the night 
of the 2fJth-27th October last; 

(n) the number of houses burnt; and 
(in) the total loss caused by the fire? 

(h) Will the Hon ’hie Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact — 

(i) that only an hour or two before the fire broj£e out in the aforesaid 

bandar attempts were made by some people to set on fire the 
residential house of the Pals (in the neighbourhood of the 
huridar) in which was held up the Durga image which could not be 
immersed owing to the obstructive attitude of a section of the 
local Muslims, a hut in the said house being as a matter of fact 
partially burnt ; 

(it) that fire broke out simultaneously in different parts of the hmdar; 
(ill) that at a conference of the local Hindus and the Muslims a few days 
before the incident the Subdivisional Officer of Munshiganj had 
occasion to say addressing the Hindus that the story of the Raipura 
disturbances might be repeated in Munshiganj if his direction in 
the matter of the immersion of the image were not acted upon by 
them ; 

(id) that the said Subdivisional Officer did not appear on the scene of 
occurrence at Kamalaghat till about fifteen hours after the fire 
broke out ; and 

(v) that timely information was sent to him by the local people at his 
headquarters less than four miles from there 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon'blo Khwaja 8ir 
Nazimudclin) • («) (7) The case is still under investigation. 

(ii) About 200. 

(m) No accurate estimate is possible. 

(6) (t) A fire broke out in a “Dhenki ghar” of the Pals about an homr 
or so before the Kamalaghat fire and the hut was partially burnt, but there is 
no evidence that this was a case of incendiarism. 

(ft) and (m) No. * 

(tv) Yes. The Subdivrsional Police Officer was on the spot and the Sub- 
divisional Officer was not very well. 

(v) Yes. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN; With reference to gnawer (a)(i}, will the 
Hon^ble Minister be pleased to state who is conducting the investigation? 
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Khin Bateadur MOHAilMED Atl: The dittriot authoritiei. 

Ufa ATUL CHAMDRA BEIt* Do yon mean the Di^trWt Magistrate? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED AU: Yes. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8ENs Will the Hoa’lde Minister be pleased to 
state when may we expect the report of the investigation? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIS 1 cannot foretell when the investi* 
gation will be completed. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (h)(i) wherein 
it is stated that there is no evidence that this was a case of incendiarism 
though we find that a fire broke out in a dhenki ghar of the Pals about an 
hour or so before the Kamalaghal fire and the hut was partially burnt, do .we 
understand the Tlon’ble Minister to suggest that an investigation was made 
into that incident and no evidence w’as forthcoming to show that it was a 
case of incendiarism? 

Khjm Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : Yes. I may sfate that the l^als have 
got two-storied and three-storied houses which are surrounded by high walls, 
apart from the fa{‘t that no evidence was found regarding the allegation 
that i\ was a case (»f incendiarism. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Is this the result of the investigation 
held? 

Khan Bahaitur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 have already said that no evidence 
wjis available as to this case being a case of incendiarism. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA BEKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased tt) state how many days did the District Magistrate go to the locality 
in connection with the investigation? 

KhtA Bahaihir MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Is the District Magistrate making 
the investigation himself or having it done by others also? 

Khan Bahaiiur MOHAMMED ALI: I w’unt notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: With reference to answer {h)(tt), will the 
Uoirble Minister he pleased to .state whether there was any conference of 
local Hindus and Muslims held one or two days previous to the outbreak of 
the fire with the Subdivisional Officer as the President who desired the Hindus 
to conduct the immersion ceremony in the way in whicdi he was pleased to 
arrange ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Not in the way as alleged, but 
there was a conference in which it was settled. , 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA BEN : Will the Hon ’hie Minister be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that the Hindus could not abide by the decision of 
the Subdivisional Officer? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is a diffi^rent matter. Tt does 
not arise in connection with this question, 

Mr. ATUL OHANDRA BEN: It is for the Deputy Speaker to say 
whether it is relevant or not. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have said, how does thfs question 
arise? It is in connection with another confereyce and T have not got the 
materials before me. 

8|. NARENDRA NATH OA8 GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state from what source he gathered the information that the Sub- 
divisionul Officer did not threaten the Hipdus with* consequence in case bis 
decision was not abided by? 
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Khan BMar MMAMMEO ALI> The IKflrtnct Magistrate made an 
mquiry on the 'lOth October regarding this aliegatiait and there were three 
reftponAibie Hindus who were present at that conference and who stated 
be^e the District Magistrate that there was no such statement as alleged 
to have been made by the Subdivisional Officer. 

8J. NARENDRA NATH DAS CURTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state the names of these three eminent Hindua who were present 
at the conference? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (b)(tv), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what was the nature of the Sub- 
divisional Officer’s ailment which prevented him from travelling a distance of 
less than three or four miles? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 do not know what the nature of 
the ailment was, but it meant going to the spot by cycle which he was not fit 
enough to undertake. But when he was bt‘tter he went there later by motor 
launch. 


Government measures for increasing supply of quinine. 

*141. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH SEN: (/j) Will the Iloirhle Minister m 
charge of the Forests and Excuse Department be pleased to state — 

(t) the measures adopted b\ Crovernmeut to increase the supply of 
(juinine to the iH^ople ; , 

(ti) the present annual output of quinine at 11 h‘ (Toverninent factory at 

Miingiwo ; 

(iii) the steps taken 1)\ Oovernment to increase the production; 

(ir) how the trunks and leaves of cinchona plants are disposed of at the 
Oov(‘rnnient factory; and 

(r) whether (rovernment ha\e ever eiujuired whi^ther quinine ean bt^ 
extracted out of the trunk.s and leines'’' 

(h) If tin* answer t<» {a) <r) is in the affinnative. will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state their findings in the matter? 

(r) Are the (toverninent considering the desirability of increasing the 
production of (luinine in Bengal? 

(d) Tf HO, will the lion’ hie Minister lie pleased to state whether (toveru- 
ment are prepared to give facilities to private firms to tahe up manufacturo 
of quiuiue. 

MINISTER in charge of the FDRE8T8 and EXDI8E DEPARTMENT 

(the Hen’ble Mr. Premharf Barma): (o) (/) Government are increasing their 
p^roduction of quinine. Distribution is at present controlled by the Central 
government as a wartime measure. Apart fn>m the quinine available, 
Government have arranged for very large supjilies of quinine substitutes. 

(n) 70,000 to 72,000 lbs. per annum. 

(fie) Two new plantations, one at Uongo and the other at Ijatpanchor, 
have been started. 

(tv) The leaves are left on the ground. The trunks, after removal of 
bark, are partly used in the construotiou of nurseries and partly used by 
coolies for fuel. 

V 

(r) and (ci Yes. 

(6) Only traces of active alkaloids are preeent in the leaves and 
Iriink* and extraction is uneconomical. « 

(d) Government are' prepared to help private firina with cheap seed and 
free technical advice. 
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ifr. OHIRENDRA NATH 0 ATT A: U iht Hoft’hb MiiiiM lliat 
xioir^>da^s in the mufassil district no quinine it nTnilaUi exetpi the m- 
caQed quinine BubstituteiP 

Tlw Hon’ble Mr. PREMHARI BARMA: Yes. 

Mr. DHIDRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon Me Minister bt 
pleased to state whether Government is aware that the so-called quinine 
substitutes, quinocrine and mepacrine tablets, are not found to be effective? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PREMHARI BARMA; That is a matter of opinion. 

I am not an expert in the matter and cannot say how far they are effective. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he has any information or knowledge about the efficacy or other* 
wise of these quinine suJ)Btitutes? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PREMHARI BARMA: G( >vernment is not aware UuU 
they are not effective. • 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the llon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether these substitutes have been experimented on by the 
members of the Treasury Benches F 

The Hon’ble Mr. PREMHARI BARMA: Yes. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: May I know which MioisUr hat 

used itF 

The HOfi’ble Mr. ffREMHARI BARMA: Some of ns have used it and 

We recommend it for the use of Opposition members. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the lion ble Minister U 

pleased -to state whether he has himself any personal knowl(‘dge of this 
substitute in the case of any malaria patieotf 

, The Hon’ble Mr. PREMHARI BARMA: 1 have personal knowledge of 
my own case and of two or three members of my family. 

8j. NARENDRA NATH DAB GUPTA: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state what are the substitutes for quinine P 

The Hon’ble Mr. PREMHARI BARMA: QuintH^rine and mepnrrine. 
Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: With relereuce to answer 
the Hon ’ble Minister be pleased to state what is tlie annual out[)ut of quinine 
of each of the two plantations at Kongo and Latpunchor.^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. PREMHARI BARMA: In these plantations trees are 
grown and barks are collected and taken from there to the factories where 
quinine is manufactured. Therefore, it is not ptwHihle to say what is the 
amount of quinine produced from these respective plantations. 

Recruitments through Publio Bervioe Commission. 

•142. Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; Will the Hon’ble MinisUr in 
charge of the Ij’inance Department be pleased to state — 

(o) the appointments which were referred to the Provincial Publip 
Sen'ice Commission during lf>43 and 1944, for selection of can- 
didates ; . ^ 

(h) the appointments in connection with which the recommendations 
of the Commission were rereivetl duriig the period ; 

(c) the cases in which the original recommendations of the Public Ser- 

vice Commission were revised ; 

(d) the cases in whic“h#the original recommendations of the PuMio 

Service Commission were not gjven effeci to in the order of sucb 
reconunendatiiiii ; Md • 

(e) the reasons for deviation, if any^ 



QimsTiom, 


[ 14 th Disc., 


MIHIiTCR in 0 hMrg 0 M th§ FIfiAMCi DCPAffTMeirr (tfii Hofi’ble 
lff« Tuhi Chwdn Gonwnuii) S By courtesy of the Public Serrice Commis- 
lion I am able to supply the following information asked for by the honour- 
able member: — 

(a) to (d) The information asked for will be found in the Statements 
and copies of which have been laid on the Library Table. 

(e) The particulars of the cases referred to at (c) and {d) above, and 
the reasons for deviation are given in Statement a copy of which has 

also been laid on the Library Table. 

Dr* NALINAK8HA SANYALs Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state why is it that all the substantive post or possts which were known to 
Government not to be of a temporary character under the disposal of the 
various departments of the Government of Bengal, vacant during the years, 
194d and 1944, not sent to the Public Service Commission for selection of 
candidates? ' 

Th# Hon'blt Mf« TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: I can only speak for 
myself but obviously T cannot answer for all the other twelve Ministers. 

Dr« NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Was the 8ele(*tion of the Commissioner 
of Af^ricultural Income-tax, one of the posts sent for selection by the Public 
Service Commission? 

Th0 Hoii*bl0 Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI:, No. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: What was the reason for not referring 
that post to the Public Service Commission? 

Th0 Hon’ble Mr. TULSi CHANDRA C08WAMI: The Public Service 
Commission were aware of the appointment and they did not object. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state how the Public Service Commission came to know of this appointment 
if no reference was made? 

TN Hon’bln Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI; They were informed. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Ilon^le Minister he pleased 
to state if any previous consultation was held with the Public Service Com- 
mission in regard to the selection of such an important post, namely, the 
Commissioner of Agricultural Income-tax, which was going to be more or 
less a permanent post for the province? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: So far as the actual 

appointment was ('oncerned it was made after consultation with the Public 
Service (ommissiou although the Public Service rommission were told that 
they w'ere to have a particular officer who has special experience. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Why is it then that the list does not‘ 
show the name of that officer in either 1943 list or in the 1944 list? 

Tbt Hpn’blo Mr. TUL8i CHANDRA G08WAMI: It was not referred 
to the Public Service Commission in a formal wav in the sense that the 
Public Service Com mission^ were not asked to advertise the post. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: the Government got now' the 

f iraotioe of irregular consultation with the Public Service Commioeion apart 
rom those referred to in the list placed on the'Library Table? 

Th. Hon’bl. Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COtWAMI: I do not admit that 
at all. 
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5*! SAIIYAL: Will the Hon’ble Umlster be plwised 

to state j reference to appointments in the Civil Supplies Department, 
why IS it that none of the posts appear to have been on the reKsommendaUon 
of the Public Service Commission P 

Th* Hon'bla Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAMi: Sir, I cowld hardly 

answer that question. 

Dfa NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state which are the appointments which are now not required to be referred 
to the Public Service Commission, even thoujrh the salary that is payable is 
very very hijjh indeed? 

The Hofl*bl6 Mr^ TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: Sir, I cannot answer 
that question otf-hand. It the honourable member gives notice of any ques- 
tion, I shall look up and find out. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the llon hle Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that although the appointment of the Commissioner of 
Agricultural Income-tax was not on the recommendation or after selection 
by the Public Service Commission, the Agricultural Income-tax Officers have 
been recruited or are proposed to be recruited on the recommendation of the 
Public Service Commission? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Yes, Sir. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon ’hie Minister he pleased 
to state whether otlicers serving the Government now w’ith certain qualifica- 
tions or experience h«1ve been permitted to apply to the Public Service 
Commission in connection with such appointments? 

The Ijon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA CC8WAMI: Sir, if 1 have under- 
stood the question correctly, I can only say that it is for the departments 
concerned to allow their officers to apply for particular appointments. 

pr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to statement B, will the 
Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state if the number of vacancies noticed in 
1943 were not all filled up in that year and some were kept on for the follow- 
ing year with or without the definite recommendation of the Public Service 
Commission ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: That is mon^ than I 
can answer. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that as a result of the holding over all anpointiuente 
from one year to the next year the case of certain candirlates lias suffered 
adversely ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: Sir, I submit that a 
question of that character hardly arises out of the (picstion itself. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the lion 'ble Minister be pleased 
to state, with reference to statement C, how is it or why was it that as many 
as 16 members selected for holding the posts of Lawyer-Magistrates by the 
Public Service Commission in order of preference were kept out and super- 
seded by persona lower in the list? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA C08WAMI : Sir, I do not know if 
the question is true. * 

Dr. NALfNAK8HA 8ANYAL; The answer is there. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: The Communal 
Ratio Buks have been observed bub there has been no other change in the 
order. , 
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Or. OALIMAKSHA iAirTAL: With reference to anstrer regarding^ the 
taxnporary Labour Officer, will the IJon^bJe Kinistor be pleased to state why 
if that the sixth candidate in the order of recommendation was appointed 
oveiridinfr the claims of the previous ones, and what is the name and rela- 
tionship, if any, with any of the Ministers? 

Th 0 HOfl’bla Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAMI: Sir, may I say 
generally that with regard to this question I could act and I coula only be 
expected to act as a kind of post office, but the answer is there. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The name and reason are not there. 
The answer is, “The ('ommission recommended six candidates in order of 
preference for two vacancies. Government appointed ^le first and the sixth 
nominees of the Commission*’. Mv question is, why is it that the sixth 
nominee was appointed overriding the claims of the previous ones, and what 
is bis name and what is the relationship, if any, with any of the Ministers? 

Th0 Hofi'bid Mr* TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, I do not possess 
the geneological table of all the Ministers, but in any case the names also 
are not given in full bec^ause this relates to a department with which I have 
only very indirect con<*ern. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to the appointment of 
Superintendent of llengal Va(*.ciue Institute, why w’as it that the appoint- 
ment was kept in abeyance from 1941 to 1944 to the great detriment to the 
iitterests of manufacture of vaccines in the province? 

The Hofi’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA CObWAMI:^ I am not sure if the 
manufacture of vaccines suffered very much, but as regards the earlier part 
of the question, it is a question which I am unable to answer. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May I invite the ITon’hle MinisW’s 
attention to statement “B“, item ‘1, where it is stated that in 1940 the 
Director of Public Health recommended that the vacancy in the post of 
Superintendent, Vaccine Institute*, should l>e filled up and should go to a 
Muslim candidate who had qualified in the M.B. and D.P.Il. and so on and 
so forth. That shows that from 1940 this post was lying open. It is also 
shown in answer 3, stuteiuent “B”, that the recommerulation of the Com- 
mission was obtained in September, 1942, and the ap])ointment was made in 
September, 194d, and was contrary to the recommendation. Why was it 
that this appointment was made contniry to the reccimmendation as mentioned 
in statement B? 

The Hon'ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI; Sir, as I have said 
before, I am not expected to answ'er these questions relating to departmental 
administration. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Question time is over. Yes, Sir Xazimuddin. 

GOVERNMENT BILL. 

Be n g i l Lfgislitive Chambers (Members’ EmolumenU) A i nen d mew t Bill. 

1844. 

The Hon’ble Khwaje 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I beg to introduce the 
Bengal liCgislative Chambers (Members* Emoluments) Amendment BilL 

1944. 

(Se<‘retary then read out the short title of the Bill.) 

The Hon’ble Khwbia 8lr NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I beg to move that the 
Bengal Legislative Chambers (Members’ Emqjunients) Amendment BilL 
1044, be taken into consideration. 

6ir, 1 feel that 1 have to briefly explain the feaeona why Qovemmebt 
have introduced this Bill and its justification. 





QOYBENMElIf BIIX. 


«l 

Sit, 1 would like the membera to iWiae that the emolumaiiU o! praoti- 
cally all those persons who are receivin#? salaries below Re. 2,000 ia some 
shape or other, in whatever service in whatever employment they may be 
have been increased and enhanced. It will indeed be a very rare case and I 
consider a most unjustifiable case if the emoluments of employees or persona 
who are employed on salary basis are not in some way or other increased 
during this period of extraordinary inflation and high cost of living. I aul>- 
mit, Sir, that in tlie case of Cfovernment employees from menials right up to 
the persons Indonging even to the Indian Civil Service who are drawing a 
salary of up to lis. 1,(KW), (fovernment have taken into consideration the fact 
of the high cost of living and given them relief. In tlie case of private 
employees whether of individuals or of companies, employers have taken into 
consideration the fact that the cost of living has gone up enormously 
parti^larlv in this province more than in any other province iu India and 
therefore tlicy have given ivlief to these employees. 

As far as the members of the Legrislature are concerned, they stand 
prac'tically on the same footing us that of any person who is receiving a fixed 
salary. At the time when members’ salaries were fixed, the fact that the 
cost of living would go up so much was never taken into consideration, 
and once 5 *ou accent the ju.sti float ion for payment to the members of the 
Ijegislature, once this principle is recognised and accepted that those who 
come to serve as members of the Legislature should be paid a reasonable and 
adequate salary f(»r their maintenance, so that they can devote their whole 
time to the work of the Legislature, then 1 see no reason why there should 
be any doubt whatsoever that what was considered an adeqiiaU' salary at 
the time when the s^ary was fixed sliould be increased in these abormal 
times. (Mr. Ati l Cii.^ndra Skn : Do you propose to increase your own 
salarj’^) Reasonably it should he so, but unfortunaUdy itjs not going to be 
because«of the mentality of the gentlemen opposite. I maintain, Sir, that 
no person is justified in making any kind of remarks once they have accepted 
the principle of j)a\im*nt t() the legislators. Wliat is the basis on which we 
have acccjKcd the princijde? You have felt the need that the mcml>ers 
should get some salary to maintain themselves, because they devote almost 
their ^%holc time to this work and it is not possible for those who have been 
electee! as members of the Legislature and who have to attend the session 
for more than 4 to (> months in a year to he able to do thedr ordinary work, 
namely, the vocation or profession they may be engaged in. 1 would ask 
members of thi.i House to tell me honest! v how far members who arc engaged 
in the legal profesion and who do not live in Calcutta — how many of them 
who had successful practice before they came to th(‘ Legislature are continu- 
ing to maintain their standard of pra<’ticc at the present time. (Mr. Atul 
Chandra Sen: But your motive is quite different I) Sir, it is only the 
people who, I may say, have got a small mind that can talk of motive when 
they cannot answer on the merits of the case. 

Now, Sir, I ask members of this House whether it is not a fact that even 
though those gentlemen who are engaged in legal iirofession can keep up 
their standard of practice, the amount of incomes which they used to earn 
before they bt*canie members has diminished after they became members. 
If you honestly feel that this is a fact which I am stating, I see no justific^a-* 
tion why the members on that side of the House should raise objections to 
my proposal, Wause by serving as members of the Legislature they have lost 
their normal income and they have to rely mostly on their salaries, f>ir, I 
am not talking of those who had no legal mcoma; I am only talking of those 
who had some income and not of briefless lawyers. (Mr. Joc.ESii Chandra 
Gupta: Who are theyP) (Mr. Atul Chandra Sen: The most briefless 
lawyer is at the helm of Government today!) 

Mr. OEPUTY IPEAKER: Oader, order. Ton will have your ckauce 
llM«r. 
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Tilt HOfl'Wa Khwaja Btr NAZlitUODIN: Now, Sir, if membera of this 
House feel that due to their being members of the legislature they have to 
rely on their salaries in keeping themselvee and families, 1 maintain, 

Sir, that it is only fair and just that their salaries should be increased in 
these hard days. 1 do not see, Sir, how any reasonable person, how any fair- 
minded person can deny the members of the Legislature the 
privilege which they themselves have accorded to all those whom 
they have been employing when it is a recognised fact that the cost of living 
has gone up immensely and a certain amount of relief has got to be given. 

Now, Sir, this principle that members of the Legislature should be 
adequately paid had been recognised in what is known as the Mother of 
Parliaments, namely, the House of Commons. As you are aware, the original 
salary of a member of th(‘ House of (.'ommons used to be £400 a year, ijong 
ago it was felt that this was not adequate and it was raised to £600 a year. 
(IIai Harndra Nath Chaudhuri : 26 years after.) Am I to understand. 
Sir, that the honourable member expects that all progress in this country 
should be on the basirf of that, and every advance or step forward is to be 
taken in the way in which it has been taken in England? Sir, I cannot 
understand the logic of these objections. On the part of those gentlemen 
who have got big incomes and who live on the fat of the land there might 
be righteous indignation, but as regards people who have to live from hand 
to mouth they may certainly express righteous indignation if they are 
deprived of fair and just emoluments. But I am sure no fair-minded 
impartial person can doubt the justice of tliis increase in the emoluments of 
the members of the Lc'gislature and in this matter I feel very strongly. I 
can assure the members of this House that there may be many M.L.A.’s 
who thought that they would be subjected to severe criticism if the emolu- 
ments of members were increased. (Mr. Jogksh Chandra Gupta: Hear, 
hear.) Another multimillionaire shouts “hear, hear”. I can quite under- 
stand multimillionaires shouting “bear, hear”. They do not know what 
it is to live on Ks. 150 a month. They have got servants who cost them 
Hh. 150 a month. They can well afford to say taunting remarks. 1 thifik 
that the honourable member who has been here for a long time ought to be 
ashamed of his taunting remarks today. (Mr. Jo<;Emi Chandra Gupta : I 
can appreciate u right thing, can’t I?) I again maintain that if you think 
that the members of this legislature shall have a salary, then the salary 
must be adequate and proper and I ask anylxxly if the members had got 
Bs. 150 in 19M7, whether at the present time, in view of the high cost of 
living, in view of the extraordinary increase in the cost of living there 
should be any objection to the very reasonable increase that has been proposed 
in the salary. (A voice: It is a modest increase.) Yes, I am prepared to 
accept the suggestion that the increase is a modest increase and I am hoping 
that the memi)ers of this Hou.se will show good sense and without any opj)o- 
sition accept my motion. 

Dr« NALINAK8HA SANYAL: While rising to oppose the considera- 
tion motion at this stage, I shall not emulate the manners of the Leader of 
the House who it appears has tried to be fencing with his words having had 
a bad case to get the House to u<'rept. I shall not trv to introduce any 
heat in the debate Wuuse, Sir, to be quite frank and lionest, I am over- 
whelmed with the sense of responsibility in dealing with this subject. The 
position today is such that the whole of Bengal looks up to the conduct of its 
legislators jn regard to the handling of the province’s finance. It was only 
last evening that several members from the Opposition did put forward very 
sxibstantive objections to pas;.ing the taxation measure. It was pointed out 
that at a time when Bengal stands devastated and humiliated, when in 
economic os well as political life, the son.s and daughters of Bengal have 
been passing through suffering and trihulation.s nwer heard of before it would 
not be fair and honest ou our part .to impose fre.sh taxation on the country. 
It wait just the same circumstances, it was iust the same background, against 
which the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department and tka 
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Chief Minist^jr of the Government of Benf^al i» proposing to raise our own 
emoluments. I do submit that 1 accept his statement when he says that 
but for some provisions of remunerations to members of the Legislature, 
membership and service to the cause of the country as members of the 
Legislative Chambers would remain confined only to privileged and leisured 
classes. Therefore, Sir, there might be some justification for providing 
some minimum salary or some expenditure which may be considered as the 
barest minimum for keeping the workers’ body and soul together. It was 
not on the standard of ade<pmcy or reasonableness of the salary that the 
emoluments of members of tliis House should be jmlged. The salary of the 
Ministers and the salary ot members could hardly be judged on the standard 
of their ability and their capa(‘ity to earn greater or less emoluments tdse-* 
where. The only standard tliat we want to adopt here is the standard whether 
considering all the eircumstunces in the country the minimum workers’ wages 
for the class of work done in the Rouse are being provided for meml>ers of 
this House or not. I will not parry swords with the Ilon’ble Chief Minister 
to prove how far some members coming from the mufassil have suffered 
terribly as a result of their acceptance ot this public duty. Some of them, 
I am lully aware, are, even with the enhanced salary, likely to continue to 
suffer when they serve as members of this House. 1 should like to appeal 
to the Government and the House as a whole to examine whether in the 
background and in the atmosphere that is now prevalent in the wlude province 
this is a fit and proper time for pursuing a legislation for the enhancement 
of our own salaries. 

Sir, I know that in England, in Australia, in South Africa, in Canada 
and in other coiintries^also there are provisions for emoluments of members. 

I also know that compared to the Chief MinisttTs’ and the Ministers’ salaries 
in those respective countries the salary of members is proportionately very, 
very muyh higher than the salaries prevailing in Benpl, but that is a matter 
which has to be derided in those respective countries keeping in view the 
standard of living and the standard of efficiency that members of the 
Legislature in those countries do maintain. So far ns we in jlengal are 
concerned today we have found thousands dying and dead on the streets 
and in the viilage.s, due to the ravages of malaria, cholera and sinall-pox, 
hundreds of families devastated throuLHi man-made and natural calamities 
and the problem of rehabilitating the whole of Bengal is facing us which will 
involve crores and crores of runees. Even the little humble contribution 
that we might spare through allowing some kind of suffering on ourselves 
would be appreciated by the country. I would therefore appeal to the diief 
Minister and to the majority ])arty in the House not to j)reHs for an increase 
in the emoluments at least in the jiresent atmosphere. 

Sir, the question of emoluments is a delicate one naturally. We are all 
human beings and we all have our weaknes.ses and we all have our defects. 
But, Sir, when we have chosen to suffer and serve in the cause of the country, 
it is only meet and proper that we should alway.s be in a position to know 
the mind of the j>uhlic. And what is that mimH 1 ask the members of the 
House to go to their respe(‘tive constituent ies and broaeh this question to 
them and get a maiidate from tiiem and try to convince them that for them 
as servants of the people they ought to sanction a betbjr salary. And if that 
sanction is obtained, if you can <‘onvince the public of Bengal tliat as their 
servants they are allowing you to draw higher emoluments from the public 
exchequer, there can be some justification. And, Sir, unless that is donV, 
and we feel that to be an absurd pro|>o8ition which cannot be sanctioned, 
^■ause to a man every Bengali will now say thatjn the present circumstances 
the members of the Legislature should not try to have their remuneration 
enhanced, there is no case for enhancing our emoluments. That being the 
circumstance, that being the atmosphere, that being the ba('kground, 1 appeal 
that this legislation ^e dropped and not proct^eded 'lyth. 

With ^eee words, Sir, I opi^ose the consideration motion on behalf of the 
Congress Party. 
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Mr. SASANKA 8£KHAR SAMYAL: Sir, on behalf of the Bengal 

(Jonjrrew Parliamentary Party of which I hap^n to be the humble Chief 
Y^ip, I beg to move, by way of amendment, that the Bill be circulated for 
the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the dlst of December, 1945. 

Mr. DEPUTY18PEAKER: What about motions Nos. 4 and 5? 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: 1 will not move them. 

Sir, I concentrate upon this motion but I may have just a little indulgence 
from you, Sir, in the matter of time. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: You go on. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYALS When in the year 19d7, the basic 
Bill was introduced into this House, Sir, the attitude so far as we are con- 
cerned was made amply clear by our typical friend, Si. Manindra Bhusan 
Sinha and at that time Mr. Abu Hosain Sarkar of the Krishak Proja Party 
characterised that th<* B. L. A. meaning the Bengal Legislative Assembly 
is the l^ngd Lootpat Association. At that time we thought that this chapter 
of profiteering by the members of the Assembly at the cost of the millions 
whom they professed U) rej^resent was closed. Rarely did we dream that that 
chapter would come back towards the end of 1944 and before we ring out the 
old we ring in the new. Before the year goes out we are going to begin 
the new year with replenished pockets of the members whom the Hon ’hie 
the ('hief Minister in his profoundest courtesy had the temerity to compare 
with the menials under Government. Sir, the ilon'hle the Chief Minister 
was flowing with the milk and honey of bait when Jie was delivering his 
^rangue which he meant to be a defence of this amendment. Defence, 
indeed, it was, but a very poor defence. Sir, the very fact that the Hon’hle 
the Chief Minister had to speak at length in support of the Bill hy anticipat- 
ing the argtiTuents that would be advanced on behalf of the Oj)nositi(\n shows 
that he hud to anticipate and had to give a very poor and halting defence. 

• Hon ble the f hief Minister has referred several times t-o lawyers 

in the mafuHsii and he has repeatedly said that lawyers from the mufassil 
have got to discharge their duties in tnis House for four or five or six months 
a year and they do .suffer and they require some eomjn'nsation. I do not 
know who w’as in his mind but I can bring myself as a ease in point. I am 
an humble lawyer in a mufassil district and I can assure the Hon’ble the 
Chief Minist<*r that without trying to take the House or the Minister into my 
confidence, whatever little practice I have there and whatever little disloca- 
tion I have to undergo cannot be compensated by even three digits in the 
maximum. But that is not the point. I, Sir, on behalf of the law’yers who 
come from the mufassil and of other persons who carry on other trades and 
professions, on their behalf I want to make it clear that those who came on 
the Congress ticket were prepared for this suffering and for this dislocation. 
Sir, undoubtedly we suffer, but it is this suffering and sacrifice w^hich has 
given ns the position w'hieb we occupy here today. It is on account of the 
•uffering that we justify to claim to nold the representative position that we 
do on the fioqr of this House. The Hon’ble the Chief Minister was very 
merrily referring to the dislocation and sacrifice as if this is a matter to be 
compensated. Does he not know that most of the persons who are occupying 
the Opposition Benches, not to speak of a hundred or two hundred or five 
hundred, earn hundreds and thousands? There are some of ns who could 
have earned twenty times of what are being earned by any member of the 
Treasury Benches, hut they have offered their life at the altar of the cause of 
the country. But I do not Jcnow what attitude the members of the Oovem- 
ment Party have taken in this matter. I do not know how they have dis- 
ouaaed this question in their party meeting. But so far as we are concerned 

want to assure the Hon’ble the Chief Minister that we do not like our 
sacrifices and our services to be measured in terms of pounds, shillings and 
ptiioe. The Hon’ble the Chief Minister has said that the ezifting emoln* 
mente are inad^uate. The question of adequacy or inadequacy apart, I am 
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not entering into that, may I ask him who put it into his head that these 
etnoinments are inadequate and that they should he enlarged and extended? 
Whom did he take into confidence P There are various matters in which the 
Chief Minister even informally consults the parties and leaders in the 
Opposition. May I ask him why did he not feel the sense of the Opposition 
members on this very vital point? Because, after all, the members of the 
Assembly arc not the only persons who have been hard hit by the soaring ri*-e 
in the prices. Their constituents and the millions whom the}' claim to 
represent, if they have been hard hit, if the entire economic machinery of 
the landless ])easantr}', of the artisans, of (he pe1t\ manufacturers* has 
been thrown out of gear, is^ it not just and desirable that their cases and 
causes should he looked into first before their representatives look into their 
own comforts? (Cries and laughter from the C'oalition Bemdies.) It is not 
a matter of taunting. Sir. After all, we are here for seven years. The 
province has been tired of this Legislature and this Ij<*gislature has aleo 
been tired of its members. At a time when the electors were looking forward 
to a new election for consi<lering the question of sending their representa- 
tives on a fresh mandate, to enter into an unholy emisj>iracv and to l)egin 
relief at home is. to say the least of it, ungrateful and absolutely treacherous 
from the point ot view of the eleetors. (Bubii N mikndua NaraTAK 
Chakrabarty : ^ i) Sir, that is a very handv argument. My good 

friend, Mr. Xarendra Narayau Chakrabarty, w'ith almost all his teeth 
unconcealecl, says, we should not lake. Well, we shall take not htK'ause we 
want and desire it, but because it is lorcetl into our unwilling po(*keU. 


This is what honourable Nareiidru Nara>an Ciiakrabarty 's spiritual 
guiile the Tlon’ljlc Mi Ihirada I’rosaiina Lain — 1 shall quote Itiiu so far 
this matter i-^ coiic^^rued — said I would hand over as ii jiresent to th«* 
spiritual follow’d Mr Narcntlra Xarayan (^hukrabart\ thi- whole Sermon 
on the Mount winch was flouiished from lh<‘ Opposition Beiicln's b.\ 
Mr. Biwada lV(»sanna 1‘ain at that time — he was not Jlon’hle then. “I'lie 
Hoii’ble Xawab Musliarruff TIossain put in a ver\ vigorous pica for the 
pooHT ^ectlon of this House. AVe on this section of the House are the 
poorest and none of iis ha> ever asked for any allowaiK’e or sjilary Wing 

f )aid to liiin” — None of us has asked for it — “When this proposal was 
irought torward. we made an equally vigorous plea that this Act should 
not be foisted on us" - I repeat, Sir, this Bill shoubl not be foisted on uh^ - 
“On our left I see some Kajas, Knights, Bankers and other rich peonle aiwl 
1 think they do not want to be paid R«. 100 per mouth. To their left are 
the European members and 1 sujipose, Sir, T would lie betraying confidence 
if I say tnat each one of them earns more than Rs. 150 pei diem” — 1 modify 
more than Rs. 2(K) per day — “What will they do with Rs. 4-5 i>er day? 
That will not buy for them half a bottle of whisky.” Sir, today it is 
R«. 150, it is going to be Rs. 200. So far as they are concerned the ex/tra 
is Rs. 50 per iiiontii. 1 think Rs. 50 will cost one Ix^ttle of whisky, subject 
to correction. “In front of us. we fiml inemleM’H of illustrious houws and 
distinguished noble men and nolle of them, I lake j1, lik(*h to lie paid a 
salarv of Rs. 4-5 a day. AVho then, 1 u*»k, ask-' lor salaries to be paid to 
members? ^Hieu I heard tlie Ilon’ble Mr. Suhrawurdy supporting the 
amendment for an iiKTcase of the amount laid <)own in the Bill, "which 
appeared to me to be an act of |M»sitive discourltcsy to the Honlile Finance 
Aliniftter, I had my suspicions. When I heard the IJon’ble Xawali 
Musharruff Hossain also jiutling forward a plea for the payment of sulajogH 
to membei*s, my suspition was strengthened. Notwithstanding the pleas 
of these Hon "hie Ministers, T .shall apj>eal to the European raembers to 
resist this attempt to force salaries on meinbcis.” Now it is an increase^I 
salary. "I shall ask them, Sir, out of sheer self-respect to decline to 
accept this amount. The Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy was fdeased to observe 
that this amount was to b^paid for the services rendered. Am 1 to under- 
stand Sir, that the services honourable members .render in this House are 
ealctifaied by the Hon'ble Mr. Suh/awardy at the rate of Rs. 4-6 per diem/' 
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Thatjs how he proceedb. I maife a present of this to my good friend 
Mr. Narendra Narayan Chalcrabarty. There are interjectiona from the 
other side. Let them feel merry at what they are proposing to do. I will 
only make one request. I challenge the Government, let Qiem pick up a 
single constituency in which the public opinion can be carried in their 
favour. Let us go, Sir, to that constituency (Nawabssada K. Nasarullah : 
Yes, let us go). Since the Parliamentary Secretary of the Government 
who is a limb of Government, I understand, accepts my challenge, my 
challenge holds good. Let us postpone this matter ^ go to any constituency 
selected by the Ministry, or the party in power, not after the passing of 
this Bill; let us go there and come back with the mandate. If we are 
defeated, get Rs. 200 or Rs. 500. We do not mind. If you are defeated 
you will have to abide by our suggestions in this matter. After all this is 
a matter in which the defeat of the Ministry will not mean the fall of 
Government. It is a matter which concerns the members of this Hciuse. 
Why should these people be in a hurry to rush through this legislation if 
they are sure that they can carry public opinion with them? Sir, as I was 
submitting, are w^e justified (Mauivi AiiMi-m Au Mridha : You suggested 
Rs. 250). I never said that. I care a tuppence for Rs. 250. I am too 
proud of my poverty to he greedy enough tor money. 

Now. Sir, the more inijwrtaiit question is this. Art* the members of the 
Assembly the only class who retiuire relief hv extra emoluments? Are not 
there other classes who should he served with relief before we can pretend 
to have any claim? Look at the class of teachers. These teachers have 
been crying for relief for the last two years while this present Ministry w^as 
in office. It is well known to everybody that these teachers and their 
families are practically spending their lives in starMition. And then look 
at the district board and municipal empl(»yees and their members also. 
The Conimissionerfl of the municipality can discharge their public func- 
tion without any emoluments hut the members of tbe Assembly must 
distribute their own treasure amongst themselves. The members of the 
district hoard have also discharged their duties to their clients and to their 
constituencies without any emoluments. (Mr. Kamk Bisw as : A 

great hypocrite.) T>u)k at your own face. 

This district hoard members have lieen doing their funetion^^ foi the 
public without any emoluments. The district hoard employees and muni- 
cipal employees have not got anything extra and what is more, Sir, the 
landless peasantry have been suttering enormously with their hark against 
the wall. Nothing has been done by this Ministry. Then, Sir, look at the 
petty artisans and the weavers and the fishermen class. All these classes 
have practically been wiped out of existeuce. (A mkmbkr from the Co.aij- 
TION Benches: Advocate for everybody.) Certainly, we are here to 
advocate their cause. (A member from the Coaliiion BENCinis ; With 
your heart?) Certainly; because you have no heart, because you have kept 
your heart outside and you are adoring the Treasury Benches. Therefore, 
Sir, I submit that the question as to whether Rs.' 150 is inadequate is 
irrelevant. The question whether Rs. 200 will api)rouch adequacy is also 
irrelevant. The whole miestion is, even if the question of inflation of 
prices is admitted, whether before we do even try to rehabilitate other 
classes and communities who are threatened with extinction, we for our^ 
selves should agree to this distribution of booties among us. 

Then, Sir, there is another matter and that is a sj)ecial concern so far 
as we th‘e Opposition are concerned. Many of our friends and fellow- 
workers including membeiy of the Assembly are in.side the jail. Their 
families — several thousands — are starving from (hill i>enury. The present 
Government has declared the policy to he liberal in respect of their allow- 
ances but even in spite of this liberal policy and their national approach to 
the question, we maintain from this .side tlmt families are still starving and 
they aie being steeped in penury knd destitution. So ^rom this side of the 
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H 0 Uie we must say that before these political prisoners are properly treated 
in respect of their amenities we cannot be a consenting pwrty to this extra 
consideration for ourselves. 

Sir, then there is another matter and that is a matter which affects 
everybody, the question of the moral look that we shall have before tie 
public. Already, Sir, the very fact that we have after coming to this 
Assembly given ourselves fixed salaries p<^r month, that itself has taken 
away from us the dignified look that a member of the Legislature is supjwsed 
to possess, /^ir. after all a membership is not an occupation, it is not a 
profession ; it is a service to be render^. I do not know how Nawabsada 
K. Na.sarullah and Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali are looked upon by their 
constituencies. But so far as we are concerned, we are sure tnat we have 
got a proud position in the heart of our constituents, and we do not like to 
corrupt ourselves, ^ve do not like to taint our position by accepting petty 
emoluments from the hands of the Government. (Khan Bahadur 
Mohammkd Ali : It is not compulsory.) It is not a question of 
“compulsory The wdude question is the morale bi the matter. (Khan 
Bahadur M()H\m.mki) Ali; Don’t draw your salary.^ The mIkiIc questiou 
is are you going to agree to being converted into mercenaries ^ We are 
like mercenaries if you are greedy for your own profif here. Do you agre<^ 
to that.'' Y(ni ur(‘ here to serve; you ('unnot create vested interests. After 
all, if you think that you cannot serve your constituenides without extra , 
remuneration, the solution is not in the asking for remuneration, the 
solution is in va^-ating office, so that new men who are willing to serve 
their constituencies even at the cost of hardship, (‘Uii come in. (Khan 
Bahadur Moiivmmkd Ali; So that Naw'abs, Hajas, capitalists might gome 
in). We are not Kaias and Naw'abs; we are ineti belonging to the poorest 
section to the coininunities, and we are here to serve our constituent-s. As 
soon as we will find that we are unable to make adjustments with our in- 
come, w'e shall not hesitate to vacate in favour of any other jKwr men of 
the c(finmunit\. Therefore, on behalf of the Bengal Congress l*arliu- 
mentary Party and on behalf of our constituents, we submit that we can- 
not be a party f<i this demoralizing proposal which Government are bring- 
ing in. (Khan Bahadur Moiummkd Alt: Sir, how many more minutes 
the honourable member will take?) The question of minutes is not your 
concern; it is the concern of the Deputy Speaker and myself. 

Sir, I assure you that we are approaching this ouestion from an al>so- 
lutely different angle of vision. (Cries of “oh”, “on” and noise from the 
Coalition Party.) It is not a (piestion of pound, shilling and pence. I 
am sorry’ that the proud representatives of the people have been so much 
f given to demoralization that even when the IIonTde the Chief Minister 
compared their position with that of the menials, they enjoyed it very 
merrily. Wliy do they clamour for extra remuneration? 1 know that 
members on the Government side are being patronised through standing 
committees, select committees, and other means and evcr>’ month they are 
getting much more than their ordinary’ salary. Therefore they have no 
reason to complain. 

(At this stage the blue light was lit but the honourable member was 
allowed to continue his speech.) Sir, these jieople have got various patron- 
ages in the hands of Government, They are also enjoying througn un- 
known sources. Still I do not understand why are they so much greedy 
for extra remuneration. We appeal fo them that, in fairness to ibemseljiiif- 
in fairness of the poor people whom they represent, in fairness to the good 
name of the House, and in the interests of the dignity and the position that 
they occupy, they should reconsider this matter*. Even if they are so much 
^yen to tnis demoralization, we on behalf of the Opposition, stoutly oppose 
uiis measure, and I move that the matter be referred for circulation for the 
purpose of eliciting public# opinion. 

(At this stage tSe House was adjourned for 15 •minutes.) 



oorEsirMBirT muj. 


[MtSBIK;,, 




(After adjournment). 

•abu NARflUPfA NARAYAN CHAKRARAfTYs Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, Sir, on a point of personal explanation. 

artitf e| !ft|» '1^’INp tff^ tow to bwwi* 

I 0TO7 WffI tfTO fTOW HT^ I TM^ TOl TO I 

WCfT TOfTO TOWflTO TO* ; Wtfl C’W ^fTOT il^Tfar C^, CT ^ titu TO whip 
TOT *fffTO *ffTO >Tf® WCinp — 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order. Have you got anything to 
gay so far as your personal explanation is concerned? If so, just say that, 
you cannot make speech now. 

Baku NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY : 

TOW ^23r* cTOF CK wwt ^ TOw*^ti?nr tottto «rt c*r, 

wtf» ^irtf TOWJ aos tvm TOW fro TO i (Cheer). 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: It is not a point of personal explanation. 

eabu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: Sir, let me oom- 
plete nay sentence. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEKER: Order, order. Yes, Khan Bahadur. 

BabU NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: Sir, I want to 
apeak a few minutes more. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. I have already asked Khan Bahadui Haji 
Badi Ahmed (Mjowdhury to speak. You will have your chanci* later. 

Yes, Khan Bahadur. 

Khan Bahadur HaJi BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: Sir, M)eg to 
saove that the Bengal Legislative Clmmbers (Members’ Kmoluments) 
Amendment Bill, 1944, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion 
thereon by the 131 at March, 1945. 

TOrrm ^jfwror cro ot^to Jit nfro wwi rtiro. to* wtft ^ w'ti tow 

wf%iP5i cm wtTOtc*ri CTO wfirrsff i torw wWTO ’tfro tow to to wttowi 

TO'WTOW *r<rT vtIto to 'q tocto c«wi i TOTpwi;^ Ptf 5 r« tow 

CTO-~TOi wtfi »rtr¥rw witotto i wttowi TOi uf^r^R i (A 

YOioK : wrwp cwts? wtw TO TO nff to 

wfirrsY tow jTt i wt^i Tf%. wtTOWi erotTOcw wTTOTm cwffi iftwi toj 

TOwwfiTOWJi wTOTOi.Brr-w^TO c^Ww^^, wtTOWi c-rw*! wt«u 

wfiTO <11:^ ¥fi TOr ft^ f c<* viiTOf TOins fw wro to toi sq ^ 

fncwcf^i vm *TOi wtiw ^Wift*w tfro t 

wTTOtro ^ ^sw’tw wtl^ ^nt<R tpiw wf* c?, cu^ wWrw to?! wtos 

TOT tfHf ¥fl 0^(W iwt, >^580 TO ^ITin (TOW CTO (w tfTO WTS C*R, OTl CWfTO 

ffww TO wtro w crom ^f*i tfww wfro ctoWto, f^rms: to ^n f ro f ro rnmrw, 
wpff^r 1 wwwtTi c^i ^ cwqto tow toti wWusito, wtwn c*w^st i 

*tf*TOf fkfJTimTO TO fros wwe tfW c)oo wWw wir* \ to* tot ^o(\ TOfi 

WTO TO TO ^jfwf is>o,ooo H »rf ^0 mw m\ f^fro wWro tow 

TOWT WfllTSCTO 1 CTOCTO TOW I TO 15TO TO5WW5 TO? TO?, Mto CTOT^ 'S 'SfTiSl 

TO? TO »rW ^ '9 CW9TO TO*] TOtSCTO I WtTOWl TO WTO! WWTOTO *fTOl 

TOTOW WTOTOTOT ^ ^ wflTO *] TOTO wflTO SWtl ?! wfTO *Rr5; TO?^] C?n tfTO 
TOW 'e *TO5 WTO I WtWTOl WTTO !JTO !JTO TOW CTO TO? 

flW wtCT ?] I wtwTOi alb*^*^* wfijcf wrfroi wctoy wr^ii 
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^ cwit f>n fkirr w i ¥irwt w«rti! c«tdt cmw «flt ^ 

m *111^1 ^iRT ’smi fi br c^r wmfi f 5 fcw ^^tfkw coc\ 
cW> f%TOC^ I ^sWr^ ^rti ^nrtw ’mwrr-tP^ ^ Ammhlyrs 

wtw ^ ntvr^ ? ^n?tu 5 fw fsnf ¥tw ¥fwi 

^ cTJRlP » rt ^c^ tf J T ^ fkvsc^,m\ ^^ntir ^ fV? ^wtw m*tm\ wmr 
4 irKV cFf CR ^SfsRR c^Tr^ S. {?rtr^(:Tffffi, f^(?rtc^c 5 nrtffi-- 

f*prffiH^ i iRf^t tff^ltsT^tos c^¥ f^nm ift#TOCf 

T 5 T?trR c^ c^ ^ Rtrvj R^f? R ^n i f^rfnr Asfiembly ciwiCTf 

<trri c? Ffm^, «f r^ftn ^mn ? 'q rwt? or(ir^rrf 2 hf«twTr^^ irnrm 

fRWai f^ wt#ff m ^vs (TFfescf. ’ffroj ^n— w 

\& t 5 t cR w^TT fV| »rTRyi =n f^rsTCR ct 3 R i c^ ?tt*T 

TST^frR c^ oos ^ ; wtr^ fsw fV *ti 

<a^ tP^ wt?f ?tt^ wm <lT?r 5 c^ i 

fes tf^ ^ c<rfV 7 i % 9 r 8 , 'wrf^ 

IVr <rtrfWF !j 1 ^ 5 ltr 5 T ^ ▼fRtv ▼f»?n 

fR I ij^fTr^T w^^^TfTrR »iTrR wTHR. f%f^ wtr*R Pf «rfT ▼fRtft 

^ I r; ctt? ‘^ttr rr< i 'q c^iTut^ftf^ ^srrFt^^Qfir >rtvr 

fwus:^ ^ «rf 3 r«ni? ¥ff 9 Tf» Jir^-fF ^ (i,ooo\ 

I (Interruption from Government Ikmchert), 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Order, order. 

Khan Bahadur Haji BAOl AHMED CHOWDHURY : vf? ^t^ \ 

(laughter)* ?#[n tas Ft^r ’Ri vst^Ti ^fronpr wtf^ nm Pfi 

^Ffinn ^sTTr? ^ar ?d% «rptsnm srfs? i wfw 

arsi c^P^ vf 7 nr 7 =T tm str?: ^ ^ i r* wfanncR ¥#fT, '^rfariii wf^pr i anffl. 

irt wtr5 ^fm ctr^mpn '^aitr^ wfamft i (A voice ; -s c^i c5i i) m^^fpr ^ vvn ?rf7npR 
?n I 'STtfar '^T'-pTtrR ^nrpr Pt^rMv vc^r ^ i ’*ftTG ^if^rr^s? i wt*!* 

5TftR c’rr^ =r«aftraT c®^' ^pfi, oti ’TPt ’tTitt r ^,iroc\ ^PFi I cFtR (ineonie-tax) fro 

R ;n I ^ ^"Ttrs cOs ^ ^rt^T^t^T artm =«r|CR income-taxJi? »fmpr <11^ i 'oa 
tax to ttor ^ I evrfr »pf ^fsrR ^trv frfavi fjpirv to ito ( 

fV ^’tPi firyi I (TZ^ to fV jjRT ^tri «rtfaf tofr 

to^R ^rf%r®f^ I «Tt<Pmn ^a^TR i^Tr^rir elections ri ws 

^1 vn ’vto Aseemblyt:'® wtfRtc?^ i 'a^' ctstr ^Pfi (ri ^ 3 FT?} tpiti ¥fTC^ 5 np 

a<R c o t ^ t cR i c^ ^i^flTc^ ^♦RPn ^¥i a^stor ’itTFtc^, '‘irtronR '<i ’tttfR \ 

Cb t C^F W^ C^FCS C'^ ^T¥R hPTtR blfelC*tfl fto 5 t??T I c*m 

ca ifvi, Fft^, ’fi-Ht’Ti, x^rto, l?v 5 Jtf*f 5 fPn ^vtrs a®* ^ to? ?fYrr i 

JTRsnr a^ ?r^?Pr w ^ ^ cr? ^ a^ emw i^arrsT % an. 

csttRTF ^ cr<im =n c^ tp^ ^ i wpRttR a^ esf^vR vrir yR 

I ^t^tCR aifR (to^ ^ »TTrR ’TCFT Upper HoUMoa electionai TO 

wmi ^ ^ » ’HR ^wm M, fx: M ^fto M csf^ir^ 

c^ C 5 T^ cR I ^ its to fY i 

^[m ^tto cgtoiR ^ ^ to f^rfe i • to ^rYto' tor ^to ^ftxrcv 

<irtdt ’TTflV WOR I "TO ’to to dwqualified WTCSR f ^ ^ TO'S vtosff Wt’Rtfl 
?Fto cm W5TTO ^ ¥toR 5n i aY c^ ^wn toR m i (a voice : ^rt’ffJT c^ro 
^ f ) ^ !to 5rtoft— ^ to 3n (Rt (laughter.) tjrjpr to TOR cTO 
TO TO RtTO 5 *c»r^ trm tjiro ^ r ^ tp to tr d to dtfiF i* 

!U 
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^fipinr niwi wstm 

oH f¥ ^tvtn itoi fV^n, <7f^ ^ ^fr i 

ifi »ijt f%9f w ^>86 ^rtisni >*n wffFit c^ ^nt'c’w i ^ ^ 

ftirft w ?ircir c^ ^ =n i w^¥s ^ ^ c^^uti thu 

IIR I 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Mr. Deputy Si>eaker, Sir, 
I beg to move by way of amendment that the Bengal Legislative Chambers 
(Members’ Emoluments) Amendment Bill, 1944, be circulated for the pur- 
pose of eliciting opinion thereon before the ^Ist of January, 194'). 

Sir, after the elaborate speecb of my honourable friend Mr. Sasanka 
Sekhar Sanyal in support of a similar^ motion I could have dispensed with 
my speech altogether. But after hearing the misleading, ill-informed and 
unmannerly* s^ech of the Leader of the House with which he has intro- 
ductnl the Bill, I am feoiTj’ I cannot refrain from speaking a few words on 
this subject, * 

Sir, in reply to an interjection from me the Hori’ble the Leader of the 
House dew into what perhaps be thought, a righleou.N indignation and 
made certain remarks against tlovse who enjoyed fat from the land. Sir, I 
no doubt derive an humble income from my piiternal ])ropert> , but whether 
more fat can be accpured out of jiaternal estaW or from a Mioistei' s emolu- 
ments only an (‘Xpert in gaining fat like the Leader of tlic* House can say 
as he enjoys both kinds of income. 

Now, Sir, to come to the motion betore the ilou't-e. The Leader of the 
House endeavours to mislead the House by pointing out that there is a 
system of payment to members in the Mother oi Parliaments— the House of 
Commons, but forget,s to say tliat it is a nuMlern innovation. Thj'cuighout 
the long chiHiuered liisiory of the House of Comimms tlnue was no system 
of payment of salary Ui the members. It \\as only in 1911 that the system 
was introduced. In the (teneral P’dec.tion (d 1910 tlu' Leadei of the 
T/iberal Party announced t(» the country that if the Idberal Party got into 
the House with a majority th(*y would' try to introduce with the a'^pproval 
of the House the system of payment ol members’ salary. Sir, when the 
nroposal of payment of members’ salary was made by way of a resolution 
by Mr, Lloyd (George in August, 1911, in reply to i question from the 
Opposition wbetiier he bad the (^onsent of the country, be observed “I will 
read what the Prime Minister said: I ask, could anything be more .specific 
on the eye of going to the electors just before announcing dissolution than 
the words used by the Prime Minister!^ He (tlie I'rime Minister) said: 
I may say at on(’e that it is the intention of the Government, if they have 
the opfiortunity and the requisite parliamentary following next year, to 
propose a provision out of the public funds for the payment of members and 
they think, that the intention being announced before the General Election 
takes place, there will be no constitutional impropriety in the proposal being 
made effective if Parliament thinks fit, in the Parliament, after the 
General Election’,” 

Sir, so this system wa.s introduced in the House of Commons, if not with 
a mandate from at least with the knowledge and approval of, the country. 

^r, we are enh>ying the members’ salary in pursuance of a permissive 
provision* m the Constitution Act. The question was not before the elec- 
torate at the last General, Election. (Mr. Rasik L.\i. Biswas: The Act 
was passed before that election.) You ought to understand that was impos- 
sible. The question was not before the electorate at the last General Elec- 
1 ^’ therefore propose. Sir, that when we are going to increase the 
mary of the members, at least the country^ be consulted even now. That 
18 the meaning and purpose of nfy amendment. * 
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ilien, Sir, the Hon’ble the Leader of the House atUiU|»tdd to mislead 
the House by saying that Parliament also increased the members* salary: 
Mr. Uyd George’s i^esolution provided only for a salary of £400 a year, and 
now the members of the House of Commons are getting £600. True, but 
the original salary of £400 fixed in 1911 was increased to £600 by the 
Appropriation Act of 1937, that is 26 years after the institution of the 
original salary. But when are we going to increase our salary P Our 
salary was fixed iii 1937 and we are going to increase it in 194f> in the same 
term. Therefore I submit that the increase of the members’ salary in the 
House of Commons is no parallel at all to the proposal that has been made 
here. Sir, in 1937' the members’ salary was fixed at £600 in the House of 
Commons; and surely England is suffering fn>m high and abnormal cost of 
living if India is doing so, but they in England have not as yet thought 
fit to revise the members’ salary again. 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The cost of living has not increased 
so much there. • 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: About the cost of living and 
the rniestion of increment due on that account, I sup|x>se the members of 
the House have not so forgotten their self-respect as to think that after all 
what is paid to them is a salary. AVhat is paid to them is not salary at all : 
it is not a remuneration or recompense for the services rendered by them : 
it is just an allowance and nothing mon* At least in that light it has 
been viewed in all the Legislatures outside this ('ountry. If you. on the 
contrary, choose to say^that we get a salar\ and ns salaried men are going 
to have an increase in their salary, we also should have that, that is 
altogether a different (piestion. but that argument will only degrade this 
House. In what view members’ salary was proposed in the House of 
Commons^ Ii<d me read out another portion from Mr. Lloyd George’s 
speech with which he introduced the resolution of 1911. He said, “When 
we offer i'-ltM) a year a*' [)ayment of members of Parliament, it is not a 
recognition of the magnitude of the serviees, it is not a remuneration, it is 
not a recompense, it is not even a salary; it is just an allowance, and I 
think fhe niimnmrn idhnrancc Ut mahle mrv to anui' her(\ men wdio W(»uld 
render inialculahle .services to the State and whom it is an iricah ulahle loss 
to the State not to have here, hut who cannot he here* because tlieir means 
do not allow it.” 

Sir. can we say that a salary of IN. loO plus travelling allowance, plm 
daily allowance, is not quite sufficient to maintain us and keep our body 
and soul together^ That it is not just “the minimum allowance” that ought 
to be paid, having regard to the income of the j^eople of this country. 
What allowance do the Government consider fair and j>ropor and reason- 
able in re8j)ect of the security prisoners or the State prisoners P You keep 
them in jail for, what you say, security jmrpose; you .starve their familie»i 
and what a pittance do von pay as their family allowance.*^ Its. 30, or 40, 
or 50 — not Rs. 150. (Khan Bahadur Moiiammkt) Af.i; Yes, lis. 1^, 
R^. 150.) In one or two cases. Do not quote e.xception8 as rule. That is 
merely a fake. You generally consider IN. ‘10, R.s. 40, Rs. .50 — any amount 
below Rs. 100— quite sufficient for the mainteiiance fhe family of a State 
prisoner and you come forward to say that you cannot keep your body an^ 
Mul together if besides other emoluments, the salary of Its. 150.be not 
increased. It is an argument which can only be advanced within the four 
walls of thjs Cbamlier. It can never he advancad in the country outsidei 
Sir, as they are sure that the country will not approve of such an increaae. 
We suggest by our amendment that tlie matter he referred to the country 
and public opinion be elicited^on the subject. 

The motion of Mrt Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal that Abe Bengal Legislative 
Chamliers (Members’ Emoluments) Affiendmeiit Bill, 19 ^, l>e circulated for 
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the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the .31st day of December, 1^45, 
▼as then put and a division taken with the following result: — 


AYES-S1 


Abdul Majid, Maulvl (Mymanttnih). 
Abdul Wahid, Maulyi. 

Abdur Razzafc, Maulvl. 

BadI Ahmid Choudhury, Khan Bahadur 
Haji. 

Badruddoja, Mr. 8yad. 

Banerjii, Mr. Pramatha Nath. 

Banarjl, Mr. P. 

Baau, Mr. Santoth Kumar. 

Bhawmik, Dr. Oobinda Chandra. 
Chattopadhyay, Mr. Harlpada. 
Chaudhuri, Rai Harandra Nath. 

Das Gupta, Srijut Narendra Nath. 
Datta, Mr. Dhlrandra Nath. 

Dolul, Mr. Harandra Nafh. 

Dutta, Mr. Bukumar. * 

Dutta Gupta, Mlu Mira. 

Edbar, Mr. Upandranath. 

Faziul Huq, Mr. A. K. 

Qhoaa, Mr. Atui Krishna. 

QIasuddIn Ahmad, Mr. 

Gupta, Mr. ilogash Chandra. 

Hasan All Chowdhury, Mr. 8yad. 
Hashem All Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvl. 
Kumar, Mr. Atui Chandra. 

Kundu, Mr. Nishitha Nath. 

Lahlrl, Babu Ashutosh. 


Maftzuddin Ahmad, Dr. (Begra)* 
Majumdar, Mrs. Hamaprova. 

Maqbul Hosaln, Mr. 

Mookarjee, Dr. Byamaprasad. 

Muhammad Afzal, Khan Bahadur Maiilvi 
8yad. 

Mukarji, Mr. Dhlrandra Narayan. 
Mukharjaa, Mr. B. 

Mukharjl, Dr. Bharat Chandra. 
Ramlzuddln Ahmad, Mr. 

Roy, Mr. Chain Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. Kamalkrishna. 

Roy, Mr. KIran Bankar. 

Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath. 

Roy, Mr. Patiram. 

Banauilah, Dr. 

Banyal, Mr. Sasanka Bakhar. 

Ban, Mr. Atui Chandra. 

Ban-Gupta, Mrs. Nailla. 

Bhahadali, Mr. 

Shamsuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Sinha, Brijut Manindra Bhusan. 

Bur, Mr. Harandra Kumar. 

Thakur, Mr. Pramatha Ranjan. 

Total Ahmed Choudhury, Maulvl HaJI. 
Wallur Rahman, Maulvl. 


NOEB-43. 


Abdul Aziz, Mauiana Md. 

Abdul Hahz, Mr. MIrza. 

Abdul Hakim, Maulvl (Mymansingh). 
Abdul Hakim VIkrampurl, Maulvl M«. 
Abdul Hamid, Mr. A. M. 

Abdul Hamid Bhah, Maulvl. 

Abdul Majid, Mr. Byad (Noakhall). 

Abdur Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. F. 1M. 
Abdur Rashaad, Maulvl Md. 

Abdur Rauf, Khan Bahadur Maulvl 8. 

(Howrah). 

Abul FazI, Mr. Md. 

Abul Hosaln Ahmad, Mr. 

Abul Masud, Kazl. 

Abul Quasam, Maulvl. 

Ahmad All Mrldha, Maulvl. 

Alfazuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvl. 

Aulad Hoisain Khan, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvl. 

Barma, the Hon'bla Mr. Pramharl. 
Barman, Babu Bhyama Proaad. 

BIrkmyra, Bir Hanry, Bart. 

Biswas, Babu Lakshml Narayan. 

Biswas, Mr. Rasik Lai. 

Chakrabarty, Babu Narandra NarayBR* 
Chippandala, Mr. 4. W. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Ral Bahlb Anukul Chandra. 

Oass, Babu Dabandra Nath. 

Faziul Quadlr, Khan Bahadur Maulvl. 
Fazlur Rahman, Mr. (Daooa). 

Failur Rahman, Khan Bahadur (Myman- 


Singh). 

Gladding, Mr. D., C.I.E. 

Qomaa, Mr. R. A. 

Grlflkths, Mr. C. 

GupU, Mr. d. N. 

Gunmg, Mr. Oambar BIngh. 

Bvasttddm Ahmad Chaudhury. Alhadl. 


Hafizuddln Choudhuri, Maulvl. 
Hamiduddin Ahmad, Khan Bahlb. 

Hasina Murshed, Mrs., M.B.E. 

Haywood, Mr. Rogers. 

Idris Ahmad Mia, Maulvl. 

Kabiruddin Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvl. 
Kennedy, Mr. I. G. 

Lelsk, Mr. John. 

McIntosh Mr. G., C.B.E. 

Mandal, Mr. Banku Beharl. 

Mandal, Mr. Jagat Chandra. 

Mandal, the Hon’ble Mr. Jogandra Nath. 
Mantruddin Akhand, Maulvl. 

Methoid, Mr. J. H. 

Mohammad All, Khan Bahadur. 

Morgan, Mr. Q., C.I.E. 

Moslam All Mollah, Maulvl M. 
Muhammad Abdul Halim Molla, Mr. 
Muhammad Ibrahim, Maulvl. 

Muhammad Israll, Maulvl. 

Mukarjaa, the Hon*bia Mr. Taraknath, 
M.B.E. 

Muiitck, Mr. Mukunda Bahary. 

Muliick, the Hon’ble Mr. Pulln Bahary. 
Musharruf! Hossain, the Hon’blo Nawab, 
Khan Bahadur. 

Mustagawsal Hapue, Mr. Byad. 

Mustafa All Dawan, Maulvl. 

Nasanillah, Nawabzada K. 

Nazimuddln, the Hon’ble Khwaja BIr, 
K. C.I.E. 


Roy, Mr. Dhananjoy. 

Bahruddln Ahmad, Hajl. 

Bahebt-Alam, Mr. Byad. 

Salim, Mr. 8. A. 

Barajul Islam, Mr. 

Bhahapuddln, the Hon'bla Mr. Klnmla, 


C.B.E. . 

smgha, Babu Kahatri Nath. 
Sirdar, Babu UtU Munda. 
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amirt, Mr. 4. N. 

Bnqrtii-Oilioiinit, Mr, o. Q. 

Starfi, Mr. A. F. 

Stilinnmnly, th« Hon’Mt Mr. H. 8. 
Tammidclln Khan, the Hon'ble Mr. 
Therman, Mr. c. M. 


Waite, Mr. 4. R. 

Waite, Mr. W. A. M., C.a.8. 
zahur Ahmed Cheudhiify, Maulvl. 
zaman, Mr. A. M. A. 

Zlllur Rahman Shah Choudhury, Maulvl. 


The Ayes beinp: 51 and the Noes 83, the motion was lost. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury that the 
Bengal Legislative Chambers (Members’ Emoluments) Amendment Bill, 

1944, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 31st 
March, 1945, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri that the Bengal Legis- 
lative Chambers (Members’ Emoluments) Amendment Bill, 1944, be 
circulated for the puri)ose of eliciting opinion before the Gist of Januafjs 

1945, was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Khwaia Sir Narimwldin tliat the Bengal 
Legislative Chambers (Members’ Emoluments) Amendment Bill, 1944, be 
taken into consideration, was then put and agreed to. 


Claruse 1. 

The question that clause 1 stand part of the Bill was then put and agreed 
to. 

Clause 2. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Sanyal, amendments Nos. (1-7 are 
negative, but you can speak on them. 

Mr. SASANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Yes, Sir; although technically 
our amendment is out of order still. Sir, since we wanted a negative purpose 
to be served, .shall speak against that particular clause. 

As has l>een amply indicated by the speeches that have just preceded, 
we are not going to be a party to this measure which we consider to l>e 
highly immoral and unjust. Sir, as has been amply indicated by the speech 
of Rai Ilartmdra Nath Chaudhuri, we are here to serve the cause of the 
public, and if we get anything as an allowance, the allowance which is 
given to us is sufficient and if we propose to take something extra it will be 
an injustice to ourselves and to our constituents. Therefore, Sir, I oppose 
clause 2. 

Then, Sir, I beg to move that in clause 2(7), line 2 of the proposed sec- 
tion 3, for the words “two hundred” the words “one hundred and fifty-one” 
be substituted. 

Sir, I wanted to be in order technically. Therefore, T had to put it ip 
this way. I again repeat, Sir, that we are not supporting this idea of 
increasing the salary which is an allowance and therefore I propose that my 
amendment be aecepted, * 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, I beg to move that 

Mauivi ABDUR RAZZAQ: vprihr Deputy Speaker vrtfx 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: You can move your amendment afler* 
Mr. Chaudhuri has finished. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: t beg to move that in 
clause 2(7) in the proposed new section 3, for the words “date on which he 
takes his oath” in line 4, the expression “the first day of January, 1945” be 
substituted. • 

I beg to move also that in clause^ 2(7) t!he provjso to proposed section 3 be 

nmi tiiMl 
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Sir, the meaning of my <aiiieiidiuent8 is that retrospectiTe effect ahyoald 
not be given even if inczem^t of salary be decided upon. If the House 
choose to vote in favour of increment of salary, at least that increase ought 
to take effect not from any previous date but from the lat of January, 
1»46. 

Sir, no retrospective effect, I -submit, should be given to such a proposal 
and no case has been i^de out for giving any retrospective effect. 1 do not 
know whether the Ministry that is now functioning sought the support of the 
majority of members by promising them that, if it came to power, it would 
increase the members’ salary. Whether such a pledge was given by the 
Ministers to the present members of their party or not, whether the support 
of the majority was He(jured in that way or not, 1 do not know. But if effe('t 
can be given retrospectively from the 1st day of January, ltH4, why not 
give effect to increase from the 1st of May, 194d, since the time this Ministry 
came into powerJ^ Why fight shy of tliose six or seven months of 194^*^ 
Every one knows that 1943 was the famine year and surely if the people 
were liard hit by tin* famine, the members also wei-e so hit. On such a 
specious plea this increase might take effect from 1943 at least from the date 
on which this Ministiy came to power. W^hy then fight shy of these six or 
seven months if you are inclined to give effect to this increase in salary 
retrospectively? Shamelessness, Sir, cannot go any further. It is the 
height of shamelessness to propose that in the present state of the province 
the memhers’ salary should not only he increased hut increased w'ith effect 
from January 1, 1944. In that view' I suggest if the increase Ik^ at all 
decided upon, let the increase take effect from the 1st of January, 1940. 
There must he no retrosjiective increase. In the mister of daily allowance 
provision has been made for prospective increase and not iVtros|>ective 
increase. Why then in the case of salary should the increas*' have retros- 
pective operation? What is the distinguishing feature between increase in 
resjject of ^lary and increase in respective of allowance, I hoj>e''that the 
Hon’hle Minisb'r will he pleased to explain. 

MiUlvi ABDUR RAZZAK: Sir, I beg to move that in elause 2(7) in 
line 2 of the proposed section 3 of the Act for the word “two” the word 
“one*’ be substituted. 

member >Ttrf 

vtffi ^oos ’Ttrrtf vn 5 ^ I Deputy Speaker TOm, c«n?l? 
member frev f f TO *Tw^wTfl vto w ; c¥=i sn 

♦member w^prfsft^cin 

Parliamentary Secrt'tary? ^ evTO a ^5TTO5 

ffi TOin xm tow vmxi 0 ^ ^ ^srvrcvj vrctixsw 

■erm mm Jftxtcf 1 wrfx top ^stxiv vitTOn wrc^rtRi v f y c t sft 

^Rrrm w'w c*rni mj 

¥fwc^ ntrfJT »Tft ; vit ^ evro ct c*fn ^pr mc x w ww w ^ 1 

'TOW TOt 'Sevrix ciffi *rv c*Ttv tWxi xwi Bwtn 1 xfisro^ft WaF-vx TO»t 

vHn TO controlled cvfTO ^finn TOW vw 

wf%TOrw ^ TOto^ I ^ v!prrTO4 -rtuw Isrw^ fftfircro 

in ; *Tw »rw‘ cm weimstrx vw? vfir^ 1 TOn?w % xfwQift toi- 

IVr TO'vcvi to controlled shops jTOn ^ onvi 

TOlw vflrscf I ifTOw TOcw to cx Tow c vi^ pHuf aoo 

bale cfw cTO TOrtn fxiflr vfinn TO 1 

^ww ¥1 TO ¥fin ;!tto <4^ cfcif 1 ^fWI FtffTO 5t¥V ¥ Tot 

TOW Arrro itn toto fro to tow bnwffg crow oro tnw 
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Ito, c? annm ^?nr v4^c?tfetf¥i loikn 

CTOR ?t:^ ; ip *nfiR:^ i <nw c^ ^ *f*t^ c¥tfP cmm 

b-6 fW«f Wo\^ ^ ^i r frC^ f l ’HI 

•n^ OftlP C'f'Sfftir '*1^ 3?) wTf? membersf^iTF fiw^ y ffTOlS [ <4^ 4itv 

«rsi w Secretary^ «f3TC^ ^ ^rrm *fTfirr?R fV^n i u^', 4^ -mch 

«ni frfV^n (ysimr c*n^ »t^3th >rt<R OTfm «iw raombercfr 

c-fMl^ wfni ^I5l(i*fs ?T^ ^ &f^'i '*pf^ ^fanin^ Oj>}K)sition Party! member 

C!tiT^ Iwf W^wi ’rm C! !ff!C^ tfnt! ¥i!!f%!T5T, 4^ !fhr V 

lfc*r! VoteiJ! C^tnf €t5t!l \5t51 3Tt^ f^top I ^W! JFT! 80 

c!TtP cm^f, !^!Trf I >R sTpi crs^? ^r?i *p! ▼!! c!^ i 

!f! C^M TT^ C!rl! membor^^t !!f! ^rttf Tf^ C!^ TKfl *[C!1 !f!l, 

memb^rshipii !t!7 !f!r 3 R i (Hear, hear.) »Ttfir Govornmont4! c?!! 

!C5t»ni^t‘Tc^ c^ ; c!!Tr3? y nrT w rr nttr^R, ?i ijjst! ^ 

■'1T^C!3t ^ (yffm I tFt-sf't <[N5t! !mT fT!T^ I sflFvH 

member^‘t Guvernm(;nt nupporter InrT!! Ck)Verr)ment ¥f!!l 

!tr!r3T ^r!T!l C!^ !fw! !T!T1 ^^TST^R, f!^ I^US >TaTO 

bf!r!C»! 3?*-r3 4? f!C3T JTft I C!T^ ?t5T 4^ '!, ^♦W! 

C!^r5r! 4^ !1 T5!nn oo ’jfi '^Vt ^ ^flV!OT! wmz^ war allowance 

10 per cent., 12 per cent. ¥%! f!!T^ i 'JTTS 4!f|5 ^fT!T! m arc! I Jit : 

4!^ C!t^ i TOm !0rC?R I W CW Wt^Tl ^f5T!1 !fsR, “^Tm 

!t!TC! f"f! ^”, Jm C’tma, C!T !!1 5^ W? v3> C!l^^f«tj!to, "am:!! !T!TC! (Tti *f!‘\ !!! 

^ ^Rl ?tsT W !fiR “^ffhrc^ amrsT'S*’ l 4^ !TWt!, !TWff itW] !ttC! 

*fTn>?3T. controliJ! C^, fsfsf vbM, 5 ft arf!!! ^1 Tf!!Tnf! ^T5t! ^ artt I 4 
4^ ^t^T! !f!i ^0\ioos CT5r*T! 5T!fO TO OTTDT! 10 jKw Cent., 3 per cent., 2 per cent, 
war allowance I 4! cm anrwr! to faF !r3 TO T ^TTO! TOT! C!t! W 

"Tt! 9?n imcis tot! tot! !i^ , 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, I want to apeak on amenil- 
ment/s Nos. 12 and 19-20. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: In that case you move your amendmei^t 
Nos. 19-20. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: It is not necessary. I am apekk- 
ing on both. 

I beg to support the amendnient of rny friend, Mr. Ilazzak. His amend- 
ment is based upon a ve^ scientific ground, namely, that since the daily 
allowance is goii^g to be increased from Rs. 10 to Rs. 15, therefore, a veiy 
good case exisU for reducing the salaiy' from Ks. 150 to Rs. 100. After all, 
a member is supposed to have dislocated business during the sittings of the 
Assembly here and if in that view of the matter the stay in Calcutta seems 
to be impossible or difficult unless in the present day his daily allowance is 
increased from Rs. 10 to Rs. 15, some case may exist for that but to that 
extent the salary ought to be reduced and therefore I support the mowi/« 
No. 12. . 

Then with regard* to motion Nos. 19-20, I ^ould ask the Hon'ble the 
leader of the House as to in hour many cases and in what departments of hts 
Government he has given retrospecGve effect to the dearness allowance? 
Even prospective allowances are not given to highly deserving persons bti 
here we have to taii^p retrospective effect. ^ Is it the Government's case thfi 
lumbers during the last one year ^ave run into debts in connection with 
the ^MdiaTge ol their duties at ttMnbers of the Assembly? Eu the lfoli%la 
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the Leader of the House taken the statistics of the annual indebtedness of 
the members so that that would be liquidated partly or wholly by a lump 
sum solacium of a retrospective compassionate allowance of Rs. COO. 

Miulvi ABOUR REZZAK : Deputy Speaker < 4 ^ motion 

— member Of Bill W ’Rcip cn »fTCi i ^ (?rf^ pT-fflc'j 

appoint ^ c»rf^ i Bill ^3tr5 member5t«f m Ofcif 

<if ^ draw ! ( A voice from the Giovemment 

side : cstc^st ?n ^ ’T^w ; ^ 'iTHsitfra 

t*Kt<FW ^ 1 cHC4H ^ (?R I (Laughter. ) 

v?m, ’tfirvc? CT ^ ?f^cOT!, ^ orRsi c^rr^ <tTf5Fc^ 

•ttnr ^ I iVf] ^ TO ’ttc^ *ft? wrtiin, sRmiftf‘t ^ 

^5tTO5 tax I ^ I ^ vfro TO /Trt tot 

i ■4^ (TO ?:r<nr 5tr5 ’ttR i 

0? c>r55T ^»8c irt^^ i ^ ?r<;5R 

rttui ’itnr *n ', f^rfVrfinsjj i 

[The motion of Maulvi Abdur Rezzak runs thus : That in clause 2(J) in line 2 of the 
proviso to the proposed section 3 of the Act, for the figures “1944” the iures “1946” be 
substituted.] 

The motion of Maulvi Abdur Raz/uk that in clause 2(7), in line 2, of the 
proposed section M of the Act, for the word “two’’ the word “one” be substi- 
tuted, was then put and a division taken with the following result: — 

AYES--49. * 


AMul Majid, Maulvi (Mymamlngli). 
AMul Wabad, Maulvi. 

AMur Raitak, Maulvi. 

■adl Ahmad Choudhury, Khan Bahadur 
Nail. 

Badruddoja, Mr. Syad. 

■anarjaa, Mr. Pramatha Nath. 

Banarji. Mr. F. 

Baau, Mr. Bantoah Kumar. 

Bhawmlk, Or. Qobinda Chandra. 
Ohattopadhyay, Mr. HaHpada. 

Chaudhurl, Ral Narandra Nath. 

Daa Qupta, Biijut Narandra Nath. 
Datta, Mr. Dhirtndra Nath. 

Dolul, Mr. Narandra Nath. 

Outta, Mr. Sukumar. 

Dutta Qupta, MIm Mira. 

Edhar, Mr. Upandranath. 

Ghoaa, Mr. Atui KHahna. 

Qiasuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Qupta, Mr. Jaiaah Chandra. 

Natan All Chaardhury, Mr. Syad. 
Kundu, Mr. Nlahltha Nath. 

Lahlrl, Babu Athutoah. 

Mahzuddln Ahmad, Or. (Bogra). 
Majumdar, Mrs. Namaprova. 


Mandal, Mr. BIrat Chandra. 

Maqbul Hoaain, Mr. 

Mookerjaa, Or. Syamaprasad 
Muhammad Afzal, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
Syad. 

Muktrji, Mr. Ohirendra Narayan. 
Mukharjaa, Mr. B. 

Mukherji, Or. Sharat Chandra. 
Ramizuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Roy, Mr. Charu Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. Kamalkriahna. 

Roy, Mr. KIran Sankar. 

Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath. 

Roy, Mr. Patiram. 

Sanaullah, Or. 

Sanyal, Or. Nalinaktha. 

Sanyal, Mr. Saaanka Sokhar. 

Son, Mr. AtuI Chandra. 

San-Gupta, Mrs. Nallla. 

Shamtuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Sinha, Srijut Manindra Bhutan. 

Sur, Mr. Narandra Kumar. 

Thakur, Mr. Pramatha Ranjan. 

Total Ahmad Choudhury, Maulvi NaJI. 
Wallur Rahman, Maulvi. 


-Abd ul Nahz, Mr. MIrza. 

Ami Nakim, Maulvi (Myrnonalngh). 
Abdul Hakim VIkrampurl, Maulvi Md. 
Abdul Namid, Mr. A. M. 

Abdul Namid Shah, Maulvi. * 

Abdul Majid, Mr. Syad (Nonkhalt). 
Abdur Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. F. M. 
Abdur Raahaod, Maulvi Md. 

Abdur Rauf, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 8. 
/ (Nowrah). , 

Abut Fad, Mr. Md. 

Abm Hbadn Abmad, Mr. 


NOES— 78. 

Abul Matud, Kazl. 

Abul Quaaam, Maulvi. 

Ahmod All Mridtia, Maulvi. 

Alfazuddin Ahmod, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi. 

Auiad Noaaain Khan,* Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi. 

Barma, tho Hon'Mo Mr. Pramharl. 
Barman^ Babu Shyama Froaad. 

Bltarat, Babu Ijhahml Narayan. 

Blawas, Mr. Raaik Ld. 

Qhduibttrty, Bm Narandra Narmn. 
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Mr. W. 

CM, Mr. I. A. 

Dit| Rai Sahib Anuhul Chanilra. 
oait, Babu Debtndra Nath. 

Faihil Quadir, Khan Bahadur Maulvl. 
FaiHir Rahman, Mr. (Oaooa). 

Faalur Rahman, Khan Bahadur (Myman* 
tiBih). 

Cladding, Mr. 0., C.I.E. 

Gomat, Mr. R. a. 

Qriffithf, Mr. C. 

Gupta, Mr. J. N. 

Gurung, Mr. Oambar Singh. 

Gyaauddin Ahmad Ghaudhury, Alhadj. 
Hahzuddin Chaudhurl, Maulvl. 
Hamiduddin Ahmad, Khan Sahib. 

Hatina Murthad, Mrt., M.B.E. 

Haywaad, Mr. Ragars. 

Idiis Ahmad Mia, Maulvl. 

Kabiruddin Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvl. 
Kannady, Mr. I. G. 

Laiak, Mr. Jahn. 

Mclntaih, Mr. G., C.B.E. 

Mandal, Mr. Banku Baharl. 

Mandal, Rai Sahib Jagat Chandra. 
Mandal, tha Hon’bla Mr. Jagandra Kith. 
Mathald, Mr. 4. H. 

Mahammad All, Khan Bahadur. 

Margan, Mr. Q., C.I.E. 

Muhammad Abdul Halim Malla, Mr. 
Muhammad Ibrahim, Maulvl. 


MuiMunmad Iwsti, Msiiliii* 

Mukarjaa, tha Han*bia Mr. Taralmath^ 
M.B.E. 

Muiilok, Mr. Mukunda Bahary. 

Muiiiok, tha Hon*blt Mr. Putin Bahary. 
Muaharrufl Haaaatn, tha Hati*Ma Nawab» 
Khan Bahadur. 

Mustagawtal Haqua, Mr. Syad. 
Muttafa-All Dawan, Maulvl. 

Naaarullah, Nawabiada K. 

Nazimuddin, tha Han*bla Kharaja Slr» 
K.C.I.E. 

Ray, Mr. Dhananjay. 
sahruddln Ahmad, HaJI. 
sahaba-Aiam, Mr. Syad. 

Salim, Mr. S. A. 

Sarajul Islam, Mr. 

Shahabuddin, tha Han'bia Mr. Kliapa|s» 
C.B.E. 

Singha, Babil Kshatra Nath. 

Sirdar, Babu kitta Munda. 

Smart, Mr. 4. N. 

Smyth-Osbaurna, Mr. 0. G. 

Stark, Mr. A. F. 

Suhrawardy, tha Han’bla Mr. H. S. 
Tamizuddin Khan, tha Han’bia Mr. 
Tharman, Mr. C. M. 

Walkar, Mr. J. R. 

zahur Ahmad Chaudhury, Maulvl. 

Zaman, Mr. A. M, A. 

Zlllur Rahman Shah Chaudhury, Maulvl. 


The Ayes bein^^* and the Noes 78, the motion was lost. 

The motion of Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal that in clause 2(7), line 2 of 
the proposed section 3, for the words *^two hundred^* the words “one hundred 
and fi4y-one” be substituted w^as then put and lost. 

The motion of llai Harendra Nath Chauhuri that in clause 2(7) in the 
proposed new sef titm 3, for the words “date on which he takes his oath’* in 
line 4, the expression “the first day of January, 1043’’ be substituted waa 
then put and a division taken with the following result : — 


AYES-Ag. 


Abdul Majid, Maulvl (Mymantingh). 
Abdul Wahed, Maulvl. 

Abdur Razzak, Maulvl. 

Badi Ahmad Chaudhury, Khan Bahadur 
Hajl. 

Badruddoja, Mr. Syad. 

Banarjaa, Mr. Pramatha Nath. 

Banarjl, Mr. P. 

Batu, Mr. Santoah Kumar. 

Bhawmik, Dr. Gobinda Chandra. 
Chattopadhyay, Mr. Harlpada. 
Chaudhurl, Rai Harandra Nath. 

Du Gupta, Srijut Narandra Nath. 
OatU, Mr. Dhirandra Nath. 

DMul, Mr. Harandra Nath. 

Dutta, Mr. Sukumar. 

Outta GupU, MIti Mira. 

Edbar, Mr. Upandranath. 

Glasuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Gupta, Mr. Jogaah Chandra. 

Haaan All Chawdhury, Mr. Syad. 
Kumar, Mr. Atui Chandra. 

Kundu, Mr. Niahitha Nath. 

Uhlrl, Babu Ashutoah. 

Mahzuddln Ahmad, Dr. (Bagra). 


Majumdar, Mrt, Hamaprava. 

Mandal, Mr. Birat Chandra. 

Maqbui Haaain, Mr. 

Maokarjaa, Dr. Syamapraaad. 

Muhammad Afzal, Khan Bahadur Maulvl 
Syad. 

Mukarji, Mr. Dhirandra Narayan. 
Mukharjaa, Mr. B. 

Mukhtrjl, Dr. Sharat Chandra. 
Ramizuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Charu Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. Kamalkrlihna. 

Roy, Mr. KIran Sankar. 

Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath. 

Roy, Mr. Patiram. 

Sanauliah, Or. 

Sanyal, Dr. Nallnakaha. 

Sanyal, Mr. Satanka Sokhar. 

San, Mr. Atui Chandra. 

San-Oupta. Mrt. Nollla. 

Shamtuddin Ahmad, Mr. . 

Sinha, Srljut Manindra Bhutan. 

Sur, IV* Harandra Kumar. 

Tofal Ahmad Chaudhury, Maulvl HajI* 
Wallur Rahman, Maulvl. 


NOEB~77. * 

I 4lbdiil Hamid, Mr. A. M. 

. • Abdm HamM Shah, Mautvl. 

I Abdul MaJW, Mr. Syad (Naakliitt) 


AbdiM NaSz, Mr. Mima. 

Abdul Nakhn, Maulvl (MyiuantUigh). 
Abdul Hakim Vikrampurl, Maulvl Md. 
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AMur Rahman. Khan Rahadiir A. F. M. 
«Mhlr Rathaad, Maulwi IM. 

Abditr Rauf, Khan Bahadur Maulvl 8. 
(Howrah). 

AM Fail, Mr. Md. 

Ahtti Hoaain Ahmad, Hr. 

Abul Masud, Kazl. 

Abul Quatam, Maulvl. 

Ahmad All Mrldha, Maulvl. 

Alfazuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvl. 

Aulad Hoatain Khan, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvl. 

Barma, tha Hon’bla Mr. Framharl. 
Barman, Babu Bhyama Fretad. 
fliawai, Babu Lakahml Narayan. 

BIswaa, Mr. Ratik Lai. 

Chakrabarty, Babu Nartndra Narayan. 
Chippandala, Mr. J. w. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. * 

Oat, Ral Sahib Anukul •Chandra. 

Oau, Babu Dabandra Nath. 

Faziul Quadir, Khan Bahadur Maulvl. 
Failur Rahman, Mr. (Daooa). 

Faziur Rahman, Khan Bahadur (Myman- 
•inth). 

Cladding, Mr. D., C.I.E. 

Comas, Mr. R. A. 

Crlflltht, Mr. C. 

CupU, Mr. J. N. 

Curung, Mr. Oambar Singh. 

Cyatuddin Ahmad Choudhury, AihadJ. 
Nanzuddln Choudhuii, Maulvl. 
Mamiduddin Ahmad, Khan Sahib. 

Katina Murthad, Mrs., M.B.E. 

Maywood, Mr. Rogart. 

Idrii Ahmad Mia, Maulvl. 

Kabiruddin Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvl. 
Kannady, Mr. l. Q. 

Laltk, Mr. John. 


[14th Btec., 

Mointoah, Mr. |L, C.B.E. 

Mandal, Mr. Banku Baharl. 

Mandal, Mr. Jagat Chandra. 

Mandal, tha Hon’Ma Mr. Jogandra Nath. 
Mothold, Mr. j. H. 

Mohammad AH, Khan Bahadur. 

Morgan, Mr. G., C.I.E. 

Muhammad Abdul Halim Molla, Mr. 
Muhammad Ibrahim, Maulvl. 

Muhammad Itrall, Maulvl. 

Mukarjaa, tha Hon’bla Mr. Taraknath, 
M.B.E. 

Mullick, Mr. Mukunda Bahary. 

Mulilek, tha Hon’bla Mr. Fulin Bahary. 
Mutharruf! Hottain, tha Hon’bla Nawab, 
Khan Bahadur. 

Muttagawtal Haqua, Mr. Syad. 

Mustafa All Dawan, Maulvl. 

Nataruliah, Nawabzada K. 

Nazlmuddln, tha Hon’bla Khwahi Sir, 
K. C.I.E. 

Roy, Mr. Ohananjoy. 

Sahruddln Ahmad, Ha|i. 

Sahaba-Alam, Mr. Syad. 

Salim, Mr. S. A. 

9aftjul Islam, Mr. 

Shahabuddin, tha Hon’bla Mr. Khwafa, 
C.B.E. 

singha, Babu Kshatra Nath. 

Sirdar, Babu LItta Munda. 

Smart, Mr. J. N. 

Smyth-Osbourna, Mr. D. G. 

Stark, Mr. A. 

Suhrawardy, tha Hon’bla Mr. H. S. 
Tamizuddin Khan, tha Hon’bie Mr. 
Walkar, Mr. J. R. 

Zahur Ahmad Choudhury, Maiilvl. 
Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. 

Zlllur Rahman Shah Choudhury, Maulvl. 


The Ayes beinpr 48 and the Noes 77, the motion was lost. 

The motion of Itai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri that in clause 2 ( 1 ) th 
proviso to projK)sed section 3 be omitted, was then put and lost. 

The motion of IMaiilvi Abdur Ilazzaq that in clause 2 ( 1 ) in line 2 of thi 
proviso to the proposed section 3 of the Act, for the figures *‘1944” the 
figures “1946 ’ be substituted, was then put and lost. 


Adjournmsnt 

House was then adjourned at 7-36 p.m. till 4 p.m. on Friday, ’the 
loth December, 1944, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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l^<oceediiigs of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
Uie provbions of the Government of India Act. 1935. 

The Assemly met in the Assembly House, ralciitta, on Friday, the 15th 
December, 1944, at 4 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. DepiiU Speaker (Mr. Syed .) \l\i.!'I)I)in 11 \siikmy^ in the Chair, 10 
Horrble Ministers and 172 members. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

. • 

Emergency reinforcement of Civil Services in Bengal. 

73. Babu A8HUT08H LAHIRI: Will the Iloiride Minister in charge 
of the Home Department he pleased to state — 

(a) how many (i) Dejiuty Magistrates and (ii) Suh-Dejmty Magistrates 
have been imported from outside the Province during the last 
two years ; 

{h) on what salary and allowances they have been imi>orted; 

(c) how they compare with the emoluments of the Officers of the same 

class recriyted from within the Province; and 

(d) whether the Iloirhle Minister is considering the desirability of 

replacing them by Officers w'ho are inhabitants of this Province? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): («)(0 The services of 28 Deputy Magistrates 
and Deputy Collectors of other Provinces us detaihul Ixdow were ohtaineil, 
through the Government of India, for a period of one year only during the 
latter part of ]94‘1. This was an emergency reinforcement of the Civil 
Services in Bengal, chiefiy for the Civil Supplies Department — 

Madras G, Bombay 2, Bihar 4, Central Provinces and Borar 2, TTnited 
Provinces 6, Orissa 1, Punjab 5, Assam 1, and Sind 1. 

(ti) No Su})-Deputy Collectors from outside the Province were recruited. 

(b) These Officers have been allowed to draw their grade jiay on the time- 
scales of their own Provinces, jilu.s a compensatory ullowani’e as below-*- 

Married Officers — 40 per cent, of basic pay subject to a maximum of 
He. 250 and minimum of Kh. 200. Single Officers — 15 per cent, of basic pay 
subject to a maximum of Rs.lOO and minimum of Rs.75. This allowance 
is inclusive of separation allowance in the case of married Officers. 

The Government of India have agreed to l)ear the cost fm account of the 
pay and allowauees of these Officers for the period of their deputation of one 
year’s duration. 

(c) The time-scales of the Provincial Civil Services of the different Pro- 
vinces including Bengal are shown in the .statement laid on the Table. 

(d) Owing to the rapid expansion of the Civil Supplies Departmefft'ii, 

was found necessary to strengthen it by deputation of a large 'number of 
B.C.S. Officers from the General Administration. Government explored 
fully the possibilities of local recruitment by promotion from the subordinate 
services and appointment at the bottom grades. But they felt that this 
process of dilution of the services had reached the limit and that the further 
stren^hening required of tSe General Administration and the Civil Supplies 
xnachxnery could offly be achieved by importfng Officers from witiiout the 
l^vince. • 
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QUESTIONS. 


[15th Die., 


SUitement referred to in reply to clame (c) of unstarred question No, 73. 

BengaI~E8.260^275--3(K>--50/2-^0 (old scale) and IU.X60— 35— 200 
^50/2 — 750 (revised). 

Bihar — ^Rs.250 — 275 — 300—^0/2— -850. 

Madras— Rs.300— 40— 500— 50— 850 and Rs.250— 50/2— 750. 

Central Provinces and Berar — R8.250 — 25 — 500 — 30-^50 — 40 — 850. 

A8sainJ-E8.250-275— 300-50/2— 500^00^00— i50j/2— 700-700-750 
—50/— 850. 

United Provinces — Its. 250 — 275 — 300 — 30 — 750 — 25 — 850. 

Bombav — Ist grade Il8.7(K) — 50 — 850 and 2nd grade Rs.SOO — 50 — 550 — 
50/2-4i60‘ 

Sind — lat grade — R8,700 — 50 — 850 and 2nd grade — Rfi.300 — 50 — 550 — 50/ 
2-650. 

Punjab — Rs. 250 — 315 — 460 — 30 — 550 — tO — 670 — 40 — 750 — 50 — 800 and 

B8.250-25— 376— 35--^70O-25— 750. 

Ragardkig one Ham Mukhorjee, a dismiBged police oflloer. 

74. Dr. NALINAK8HA 8AMYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Home I><‘partmeut be pleased to state — 

(a) whether it is a fact that one Hem Mukhorjee, a dismissed police 
officer, has been given appointment by the Police Department and 
is now posted in the district of Midnapore; 

(h) what is the exact jK)Ht now held by this person p 

(c) w’hat is his present remuneration ; 

(d) what was the }K>st held by him when he was previously discharged; 

what was his remuneration at that time; , 

If) whether it is a fa(d that this gentleman was entrusted to look after 
the interests of Mr. R. Pollard, formerly the Suj^rintendent 
of Poli(‘e, Murshidabad, in connection with the criminal case in 
which Mr. Pollard figured as an accused or a witness; and 

(ff) whether it is a fact that this gentleman has been appointed in the 
Police Department of the district (d‘ Midnaj»ore after the said 
Mr. R. (\ Pollard was transfeiTed to that district? 

The HOfi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) No. 

(b) to (y) Do not arise. 

Death due to starvation of unemployed spinners. 

75. Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE; Will the Hon’ble Minister 
m charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department be 
pleased to state — 

(a) w'hether any of the spinners and weavers who were thrown out of 
employment on Government action declaring many All-India 
Spinners’ Association centres illegal during August movement 
of HH2 died of starvation during the last famine; and 

(5) if so, what is their number? 

^-^han Bahadur HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khan'^ 
Bahadur Mauivi dalaluddin Ahmad): There is no such heading as '^starva- 
tion’* among the statutorily specified causes of death in the Register of 
Deaths and no record is maintained of deaths from starvation. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA BEN: Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to 
atate under which head people dying of starvation are classed? 

Khm tlMit HAMIDUDDIN AHMI^D: There is W head reoently 
added, namely, “Miscellaneous”. 
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Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Death due to starvation — not very 
im|K>ritant ? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: No. 

Unstarred Question No. 72. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. Question No. 72 has been cancelled because 
notice of it was not given by Mr. Dhirendra Narayan Mukerji. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Export of foodgrains from India. 

•143. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH SEN; (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Civil Supplies Department In* j)leas#d to state — 

(i) whether exports of foodgrains are still Inung* made from India; 

(ii) whether these exports include rice; and 

(iti) whether it is a fact that very recently large quantities of rice were 
sent out through the port of Calcutta? 

(h) If the an>wer to (a) is in the athrmutive, will the IJon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(i) what stejis (jovenuuent liave taken tt> slop su(‘h exports; and 

ill) whether they have taken u]) the matter with tht* (lovemment of 
India; anj if «», with what results? 

MINISTER in charge of the CIVIL SUPPLIES DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy): {a){i) Exports from India are controll- 
ed by #he Government of India and no information can be given. 

(li) and (h) Do not arise. 

(in) No. It wtdl known tliut on the recommendation of tlie Foodgrains 
Policy Committee the (ioverninent of India stopped all exports of foodgrains 
including rice. Negligible amounts only have l)een supplied to ships' crews. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the lion blc Minister be 
pleased to state whether he will deny that rice'^i.s being exported from the 
Calcutta Port for being .supplied to China? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I flatly deny it. 

Supply and import of rice into Bengal. 

•144. Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the Hon'ble 

Minister in charge of the Civil Supplies Department he pleased to state 
whether any agreements have Wen reached with the neighbouring Provinces 
of — 

(1) Bihar, 

(2) Orissa, and 

(3) Assam, 

regarding supply and import of rice to this Province? 

(h) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the natura»»^Lj 
terms of such agreements and the results thereof? 

The HOfl’ble Mr. H. S. SU HR AWARD Y : No ; no agreement wm neces- 
sary for the import into Bengal of rice and paddy from Bihar, Orissa and 
Assam which were within the free trade zone from the 18th May to 31st 
July, 1943. Since the abrogation of free trade, supplies of rice and paddy 
to joengal are on tj|e basis of tbe Central Governujent's Revised Basic Plan. 

(6) Does x^ot arise. 
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Riot potltion in Btngal. 

*145. Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURI: (a) 1 b the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Civil Supplies Department aware — 

(i) that different authorities such as the previous Member in charge of, 
and the present Secretary to, the Food Department of Govern- 
ment of India, and the Governor of Bengal, admitted on various 
occasions, and 

(li) that replies given to questions put in the Bengal Legislature indi- 
cated, 

that there was heavy shortage of rice in Bengal in the agricultural year 

194243? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the Table a statement 
showing the quantities of rice produced in Bengal during each of the years 
1936-37, 1937-38, 1938-39 and of the years 1940-41, 1941-42 and 194243? 

(c) Will the Hon’b^^ Minister be also pleased to state what are the data 
on which he has come to the conclusion that there is no negligible deficit of 
rice in Bengal in the current year 1943? 

(^d) If there be no data available for such conclusion, will the Hon’ bio 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) what is his estimate of the deficit that has come to l)e met in the pro- 
vincial requirements of rice; and 

(iV) how he proposes to remove the deficit? 

Th6 Hon’Mo Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDYs («) Vartnus statements were 
made from time to time bv different authorities as to the extent of deficit in 
Bengal in 194243. 

(h) A statement is laid on the Table which has l>een prepared frofn pub- 
lished statistics. 

(c) I never came to such a conclusion. 

(<i) Ihe deficit as estimated from the food-drive was alnnit 800, (XX) tons. 
Ste[» were taken to im|K>rt foodgrains from other Provinces as well as 
alirond. 


Stntemmt referred to in reply to clause {h) of starred question No. 146 , 
slwwing the quaiiiity of nee produied in Benyal during the following 
years. 


Years. 

Yield in Tons. 

1936-37 

9,805,000 

1937-38 

... 9,034,000 

1938-;i9 

... 7,567,000 

1939-40 

... 8,455,000 

1940-41 

... 6,043,000 

1941-42 

... 9,821,000 

194243 

... 6,916,000 


Result of food drive in dalpiiguri distriot. 

^46. Kr. KHACENDRA NATH OA8 GUPTA: (a) Will the Hon'bl. 
Minister in charge of the Civil Su|ralieB Department be plet^d to lay on 
the TsWe a statement showing with regard to Jalpaigun district — 

(t) the stocks of foodgrains found in possession of the population; and 
(ti) the extent of the deficit for feeding the population tul the end of 
the year 1943. * ^ 

as found from the ftx)d drive recenfly umjertaken by the Government P 





QUBOTlOIfS. 


(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pJieased to state the total amouat of 
rice and paddy — 

(t) purchased or requisitioned by the Government in, the district; 

(it) removed by the Government from the district; and 

(tit) expoi^d by other agencies from the district since the recent food, 
drive? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps^ if any^ 
have been taken for the relief of the |KH)r |>e<)ple of the district? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact 
that a large uuniWr of complaints from all parts of the districts have been 
tiled with the l>istrict Authorities stating that their stock of jmddy or rice 
has not been correctly reported by the KckkI Census woiks? 

The Hofi’bie Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY. (a) (t) 1,159,479 iiiauiidB of 

rice. 

(it) 43d, 072 niaunds including Bhadoi crops. * 

(h) (t) Purchased rice 34,256 mauiids. lletiuisitionVd rice 2,771 maunds. 
Puichaseil paddy 12,155 maunds. Re<piisitioned iwddy 01,738 maunds. 

(ii) Nothing has so far lieen removed from this district out ot the stock 
mentioned in {i). 

(lit) No figures available. 

(c) Free kitchens were oi)ened. Free doles were given. Cheap grain 
shops were openeil and rice was sold at concession rates to the poor. 

Standard cloth and bhuikets >vere distributed free to the poor. 

(d) A numlHM- of cornjdaints were rweived but only in a few cases was 
the stock found to b<> below the (juantity frozen. 

Mf.«8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8S With reference to answ’er (c), 
will the llon'hle Minislei be pleased to state whether it is a fact that tho 
cheap grain shops were supplied with the very minimum quantity of rice 
which would not even meet the demand of 20 pVr cent, of the people of the 
locality ? 

The Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY. As much rice as was avail- 
able and could be distributed to tlie cheap grain shops was given. If all 
the demands of the people of the province had been met, I do not think 
that w'e w^ould have passed through the famine period. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8S In view of this answer will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether we shidl take it that Govern- 
ment did n<d stock sufficient rice in the centre ffur supplying adequate rice 
to the people? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY. Government stocked an much 
rice as it was possible for Government to stock taking into consideration 
the fact of its own stocks as well as the difficulties of movement. 

Gratuitoue relief to dietreeeed people in Dinijpor. 

MO?. Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Civil Supplier Department aware — 

(i) that about ten thousand jieopleof the Dinajpur town and of fl) ifiiia*. 

dangn, (2) Atwari, (3) Thakurgiiou, (4) Parvatipur, ^5) Itabar, 
(6) Khansama and (7) Birganj poUce-«tations are affected due 
to high prices of foodgrains; 

(ti) that they are stariung as a result thereof; 

(Hi) that a district C^ntjal Food Committee has been formed with mem- 
bers liejon gin g to all fK>liticaI [mHiei^ and non-party men at 
Dinajpur ; and , 
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(ti;) that the local authorities do not agree to aup^j rice to the aforesaid 
committee at control rates for free distnbution and sale to the 
distressed people? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any gratuitous 
relief has been given by the Government for the relief of the distressed 
people in the district of Dina j pur? 

The Hon'bie Mr, H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: (a) (0 Yes. 

(it) The jieople were not all starving; they were, however, in distress 
owing to high prices. 

(Hi) Yes. 

(iv) No. The Oommittee was given supplies of rice for sale to needy 
families at subsidised rates. 

(h) Yes. A sum of Rs. 32,349 was spent on gratuitous relief up to the 
ISth February, 1944. . 

Mr. SUREN DR A NATH BISWAS: With reference to answer (h), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what was the rate spent per head 
for gratuitous relief in that area? 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I do not think there was 
any uniform rate per head. Gratuitous relief was given according to the 
necessities of each case. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that gratuitous relief was not given 
throughout the period during which such relief was needed, and it was only 
for a part of the period that relief was given? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. $• SUHRAWARDY: 1 do not think there* is any 
justification for that statement. 


Aman purchase scheme and plan for distribution of foodgrains. 

•148. Dr. NAL1NAK8HA SANYAL: (a) Will the Hon’hle Minister 
in charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the main outlines of the Bengal Government’s aman purchase scheme 

and plan for distribution of foodgrains in different parts of 
Bon^l in 1W4; 

(ii) when tne scheme and the plan for distribution were forwarded to tbe^ 

Government of India; and 

(itV) whether the scheme and the plan were ever placed l)efore the various 
Party Ix*ader8 of the Bengal I^H^gislature \for oi)inion and advice, 
and if so, when? 

(b) Is it a fact that at a conference of Party Leiiders and others held 
on the 19th November, 1943, at the invitation of the Minister in charge of 
Civil Supplies the proposal for appointing a limited nuihil>er of big merchants 
of Calcutta as Chief Purchasing Agents on behalf of GoVernraeiit for specified 
zones was almost unanimously disfavoured and procibration through the 
established and reputed traders in each mufassal ar^ selected by local 
■•ttiaials on the advice of representative Ix)cal Food CoOimittees was urged 
instead? 

(r) Has there been any difference of opinion between the Government 
of India and the Bengal GoVernment in regard to the scheme or plan for 
distribution and procuration and, if so, what are the points of drjference? 

(d) Have the Government of Bengal appointed any Chief y Agent or 
Agents for the purchase qf cman paddy and rice, and i^ so, whaC'^re ♦heir 
names and office addresses, volume of business in Bengal rice and paaff? ^ 'e 
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dofiil^ the years 1940, 1941 and 1942 by each, and the names and addresses 
of iiteir respective branches or afrencies in the mufassal of Bengal immediately 
befoire their selection as Government Agents? 

(e) Is the Hon^ble Minister aware — 

(») that in various parts of the Province the prices of paddy and rice 
which were steadily going down began to rise as soon as the 
intention of Government to apjmint a few big Calcutta merchants 
as Chief Agents was made known; and 
(u) that some of these inerohunts had already l)egun their purchases in 
the name of Government at rates higher than the prevailing 
market rates at certain places before they were actually appointed 
as Chief Agents? 

ThB Hoii’ble Mr. 8. SUHRAWAROY: {a) (i) A copy of a Press-Note, 
dated the Ist Decembto, 1943, on Governments Food Plan for 1944, is laid 
on the Library Table. 

(it) The scheme in its final form was forwarded ^to the Government of 
India on the ITth December, 1943. • 

(ui) I regret I cannot recollect. 

(h) J have only a faint recollection of what took place at the meeting; but 
even if I remembered matters distinctly, 1 would not be prepared to speak 
to discussions at party meetings. 

(r) There were differences over |K)ints (d detail, but the avian ])ro(‘urement 
scheme as finally issued iiad the approval of the Government of India. It 
would not be in the public interest to give any information with regard to the 
differences of ojiinion gbit'll existed in the earlier stages. 

(d) Yes. The names of the Government (9iief Agents are given below — 
Messrs. M. M. Is]>ahani, Ltd., hi, Ezra Street. 

Messis. Shaw Wallace A Co., 4, Bankshal Street. 

Messrs. Daulatram Kawstmull, 178, Harrison Road. 

M(4sr.s. Raja Sreenatli Roy, 89, Sova Bazar Stre(*t. 

Messrs. Janoki Nath Roy, 8,9, Sova Bazar Street. 

Me8.srs. Sitanatb Roy Bahadur, 851, Sova Bazar Street. 

I have n(» information as regards the volume of business done by the (’hief 
Agents during the years in question. They are naturally unwilling to disclose 
such matters. 

(e) I have no information. 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: With reference to answer fa)(t), 
will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state whether Government of Bengal 
proposes to purchase the next avian crop through agents Tir otherwise? 

Tlie Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I submit it does not arise 
as to what is the future policy of Government. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, I asked about the main out- 
lines of the Bengal Government’.s amari purchase scheme and plan for distri- 
bution of foodgrains in different parts of Bengal in 1944. This question 
relates to Bengal Government’s activities so far as the question of purchase 
and distribution in 1945 is concerned, because the aman crop is being 
harvested in December, 1944, ^ 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Your question refers to 1945. So it does 
not arise. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS. Sir, the aman crop is being harvest- 
ed in December, 1944. If the Hon’ble Minister does not know tnat, I am 
eorry. But what I want to ^bmit. Sir, is this : I under8RK)d that Govern- 
ment would fix one for discussion of the food Question, but Government 
have not fixed that. 
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Mr* DEPUTY SPEAKER; That is a different matter. 

Mr. 8URENDRA RATH BISWAS: I know that. But I have got an 
opportunity to ask the Government as to what their scheme is for purchas- 
ing aman crop which is going to he harvested in December, 1944. 

Tho Hoii*bl6 Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY • The 1944 scheme has been 
given in the outline in that press-note. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS'. Does the Hon’ble Minister want 
ns to believe that their scheme of purchase of aman crop of December, 1944, 
is included in that scheme? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY; Yes, Sir. The purchase is 
being made in accordance with that scheme even up to now. 

Cases of profiteering in places of Jessore district. 

Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN. (a) Will the Bon^ble Minister in charge 
of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact^ 
(t) that Government are prosecuting hoarders and profiteers; 

(ii) that the shopkeepers of the Naldibazar, Nithapiirhat, Brahmandan- 
gahat, police-station Lohagara, district Jessore, are selling — 

(1) rice at Its. 25 per maund, 

(2) kerosene annas 12 per .seer, 

0‘i) sugar annas 14 jiei- seer, 

(4) atta annas 8 |)er seer, 

(5) flour annas 19 ix'^r seer, and 

(G) mustard oil at Re. 1-1 2 per seer; and ^ 

(lit) that the vilhigers of the .said locality informed the sin>pjy officer 
of Narail alsmt these illegal profiteering with no relief? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what steps, it any, the (ro\ernment have taken or intend to 
take in the matter? % 

(c) If no step is pro|)o»ed to Ik; taken by the Government will the Hon’})le 
Minister Ik* pleased to state the reason therefor? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister Ik* pleased to state — 

(i) the number of prosecutions launched against those profiteers referred 
to in {a){ii); 

(ti) the names of the accused; 

(tVi) the result of prosecution in each case; and 

(iv) the numlier of cases in which the gmids were confiscated by the 
supply officer concerned? 

The Hofl’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: (a)(i) Yes. 

(ti)(l) At Brahraandanga /laf one Aldul Malek Molln sold rice at Rs.Ob 
per maund, and paddy at Rs.22 per maund. lie w'as sentenced to six months^ 
ngonms imprisonment under rule Hl{^) of the Defence of India Rules, on the 
Uth January, 1944, and the seized rice and jmddv were forfeit<Kl to Govern- 
ment. At the same hat another individual, Alxlul Aziz Molla, was prosecuted 
for selling rice at Rs.JO i»er maund and sAi fenced to three months* rigorous 
iinprisoiiinent under rule 81 (^) of the Defence of India Rules, on the 22nd 
Ma^h, 1944, and in this case also the rice was forfeited to Government. In 
a tnird case, at the same hat, one .\bdul Hakim was to have beem prosecuteil 
for selling imddy at Rs.2;3 per maund but died l>efore the trial could take 
place. 

(2) One Nityananda Samajder was found selling kerosene oil at annas 14 
.'per seer of 80 tolas. He was prosecuted and sentenced to piv a fine of Rs 40 
^ **** Defence of India Ru^s on the IGth Februaiy, 
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S'c,” *‘ 

•t '"'"'"I >' »•* nlJ 

(Hi) No. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) (i) Four. 

«) fiililr.'!™* "I* «■) 

(tn) and (//■) I have already driven the infonuation asked for 

low;rt ’.'hi/''" 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: How .Ws tl,„f question uriseV 
Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, it arises in this wav The 
re"'profiteenu;;. !•»< fiovernn.ent the'inselvea 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Uiee is heinpf sohl liv the (loverninent of 
India, s<i tliissiuestion ,loes not. arise. ' '‘"'"""iinl of 

Seized stock of poddy and rice in Bankiira district 

•ISO. Mr. KAMAL.KRISHNA ROY: („) Will the Hon'hle Minister 
Jii (haip‘ ot the ( nil Sui)|die> Department he pleased to staifw-. 

(.) the total qnantit.v of (J) paddy an.l (2) riee acquired l,v the (Jovern- 
.nunt in the innnths (»| Aii>,nist. September and Oetol)er, I94d of 
the seize,! stock of pa.hiv an.l ri..e in the .listrict of llankura; 

(n) how miich of It was utilis,.,! for (1) Hoverninenf free kitcbenf, 

t.T Dl-ceintr!’ fwd" ''''‘t"''*'' «P 

(...) the rale which (iovern.nent had to pay ja-r inaurid of pinldv and 
rice yepaia .dy) for the sai.l ac.piired slock of ]mddy anil rice 
and the total amount of monex spent for the puriHise ; 'and 
" *'"■ “j!;'""*' 'f . of the ac.iuired sl.itk at the end of I)ec,.mlier 

I.Hd, and the averaffe market rate jkt niaund of rice and paddy 
in the district at that timef’ ‘ ^ 

.u Minisl.T lie pleased to stale whether it is a fact 

that the (Tovernnjent havf sold .somo quantity from the imlunco of thft 
acquired stocky 

(<•) Ifthe answer to th) Is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ltle Minister 
lie pleaseil to state — 

(0 the rate jier maund at which it hasS l)een wold; 

(li) the total quantity sold; and 
(Hi) the total loss incurred thereby? 

the “■ *' <«' A statement is laid on 

(fc) No. 

(r) DtK*s not arise. 

StatemeiU referred to in reply to Clauses {a){i) to (iv) of starred question No. 150. 

Rioe. Paddy 

Total quantity acquired from August 9J01 Mds. 31 JK)r> Mds 

to October, 1943. ^ 

(>iantity utilised for GoMpmmentW 4.58 Mds. 8 975 Mds 

Utohens. 
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Bice. Paddy. 

Quantity uiiUBed for cheap grain shope 9,243 Bids. 15, 706 Mda. 

Quantity exported to other districts Nil Nil 

up to December, 1943. 

The rate at which Government had Be. 22-2 on an Bs. 12-9 on an 
to pay per maund. average. average. 

Total amount spent . . ^ . . Bs. 6,43,463- 13-9. 

Balance of stocks, if any, at the end 5,657 Mds. 500 Mds. 

of December, 1943. 

Average market rate per maund of Bs. 13. Bs. 7-6.. 

rice and paddy in the district at 
the end of December, 1943. 

Mr. KAMAL KRISHNA ROY: With reference to answer (a){iv), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to slate what has become of the stock 
of 5,657 maunds of rice and 500 maunds of paddy? 

The Hon’ble Mr./H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The rice and paddy must 
have been disposed of. If this is in Bankura, it must have been disposed 
of through controlled shops because there w^as a large number of cheap 
grains controlled shops in Bankura. 

Mr. KAMAL KRISHNA ROY: Is it a fact that from this stock paddy 
and rice were supplied to work-houses started at that time? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The questron has been 
answered in (a)(n), and all the details are given there. 

Ration schema in rural areaai 

vM51. MfUilana MD. MANIRUUAMAN ISLAMABADI: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Civil Supplies Dejmrtment aware of the 
fact that in the current Bengali month Mui/h rice is being sold ht IJ and 
Ij seers a ruiKje in most places of rural areas at ('hittagong? 

(/>) If the answer to («) is in the affirmative, w’ill the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether any scheme of siijyplying ration cards to every 
family of rural areas is under contemplation of the Government ? 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; The position in June, 1944, 
was as follows: — 

(a) Yes; a statement showing price of rice prevailing in the different 
thanas during the first part of February, 1944, is laid on the Table. 

(5) Ration cards are being supplied to every familv in the district. 
Foodgrains will be rationed under the scheme of “modified” rationing all 
over the district excepting ssuch belts or such families as are known to be 
surplus. Sugar, kerosene and salt are also l)cing rationed. 


Statement referred to in replay to {(i) of sUirred question No. 161. 


Name of 

Price of rice 

Name of 

Price of rice 

Thana. 

per maund. 

Thana. 

per maund. 


Bs. a. 


Bs. a. 

Patiya 

... 23 14 

Double Moorings 

... 23 

Boalkhali 

... 25 

Mirsarai f 

... 23 

Anwfl^a 

... 24 

Sitakundu 

... 23 

Banokhali 

... 20 

Cox’s Bazar 

... 23 

Satkania 

* .... 22 12 

Maiscal 

... 22 

Baozan 

... 26 10 

Hutul>djia 

... 24 

Fatikchari 

... 23 

Ukhia 

... 24 

Hathasari 

... 

fiamu 

... 24 

Rangania 

... 20 

Teknkf ^ 

... 26 

Panchlais 

... 22 





■iii 

1941.1 


QFESTIOXS. 


m 

Mr. SURE NORA NATH 8I8WA8: With reference to answer will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether rationing has beeA 
introduced in the district of Chittagong? 

The Hon’bla Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY. Rationing has been intro- 
duced and ration cards have been distributed, and the scheme of Govern- 
ment has been so successful that rice is selling in Chittagong at between 
8 and Rs. 10 per mauud. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Ministc^r be 
pleased to state whether we shall take it that the people of Chittagong are 
getting rice, sugar, kerosene and salt without discriniinati(»n ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H, 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 think so. I do not know 

whether every single person i.s getting .sugar, hut the schenie of distribution 
which has been laid down (tovernment is being very strictly followed and 
has been a great succe.ss. • / 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon ble Minister be 

jdeased to state whether it i.^t a fact that in .some places kerosene is being 

supplied at quarter j)ou j>er family per month? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 would nut be able either 
to attirm or to deny it. Hut I may state as a gem*rul judposition that 
kerosene is being (listribiit(*d at (‘<uitrolh*d prici* in accordance with supply, 
in accordance with jiopulaticm ami v<‘r\ strictly ac<-ording to the m'eds of 
each family, and the allocations made hy variuus Food Committees are 
being strictly followed, 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 

pleased to state whether tlie juice of salt is very much higher than the 

controlled jirice in Chittagong? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: lust the reverse. The 
honourable member does not know anything about the condition in Chitta- 
gong. Salt is being made and manufactured .there locally. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Does the Ilon’lde Minister know 
that we the members of this House know more alsiut Chittagong than the 
Hon’ble Minister himself? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thai question does not arise. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Can the Hon’ble Minister say that 
salt is being .sold at the controlled price from every union in Chittagong? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That he has already said. 

Rice and paddy saizad in Burdaran. 

M52. Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAJI: (a) Will the Hou’ble Minister 
in charge of the Wvil Supplies Department be plea.sed to lay on the Table 
a statement showing — / 

(?) the quantities of (1) rice and (ii) paddy seized during the last anti- 
hoaixling drive, 8ub<livi8ion by sulidivision, in the district of 
Burdwan ; 

(n) the quantity that has been utilise<l uji to date; and 

(ttV) the, quantity that are still lying in store? 

(b) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to stale whether any free kitchen 
or cheap grain shops were supplied with fnirn the seized stock of rice and 
paddy in the district? 

(c) Will the Hony>Ie Minister be pleas^ to sta^ whether Govemmenl 
are consid^ng the desirability of disposing of the present surplus stock, if 
»nyP 
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Jh§ Hofi’bto Mr. H. ft. SUHRAWARDYs The position in June. 1944, 
was as follows ; — 

(a) A statement showing the position on the 6th March, 1944, is laid on 
the Table. 

(6) Yes, 

(c) The stock is small and is being gradually utilised. 

StaUrmnJt referred to iri reply to starred Question No. 152. 

' Rioe. Paddy. 

Mds. STS. ch. Mds. srs. ch. 

(•) Quantities of rioe and paddy seized — 

Sadar subdivision . . . . 16,673 0 0 152,317 0 0 

Katwa subdivision . . . . 519 13 8 2,397 37 8 

Kalna subdivision .. .. 4,514 0 0 15,378 0 0 

« (entire quantity 

• milled and 7,849 

mds. of rioe 

obtained). 

Asansol subdivision .. 7,093 11 12 3,9(»9 22 0 

(ti) Quantity utilised — 

Sadar subdivision .. .. 16,673 0 0 132,771 0 0 

Katwa subdivision . . . . 519 13 8 2,397 37 8 

Kalna subdivision .. .. 12,163 0 0 15,378 0 0 

(includi^ 7,849 mds. (milled and included 
of rioe obtained under the head 

from 15,378 mis. Rice), 

paddy). 

Asansol subdivision .. 7,093 11 12 1,470 0 0 

(w) Quantity that are still lying in ’ • 

store — 

Sadar subdivision . , . . 19,546 0 0 

Katwa subdivision . . .. 

Kalna subdivision . . . . 200 0 0 

Asansol subdivision . . 2,439 22 0 

Allagad scarcity of sugar in Birbhum clistriot. 

M53. Dr. SHARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in churkn' ot the Civil Supplies Department aware of the fact that 
sugar is not avaiiublo in the rural controlled shops under charge of the Union 
Boards for last 2 months in the district of Birbhumy 

(b) If the answer to (n) is in the uttirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason thereof)^ 

(c) Is the Hoii’ble Minister also aware that Tilpara Union in police- 
station Suri is also going without sugar for ab^>ut 2 months past?' 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
he jdeased to state the reasons thereof? 

(c) Will the Hon ble Minister l>e pleased to state when sugar can be 
exi)ecttHl in the areas referred to in (a) and (c)? 

' • The Hon’IHc Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; {a) and (c) No. 

(5), (d) and (e) Do not arise. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon'ble Minister please • 
tell us to which period the answer relates? 

The Hoii*blc Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY^* I suppose if it d<)e.s not 
relate to the jH'riod fon which the question has been asked it will not relate 
to anv subsequent period, A.s the aikswer is negative, it relates to all 
periods. 
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Mr. DHtRENDRA NATH DATTA: Does it relate to all the periods? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. $. 8UHRAWARDY: Yes. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: When the question was answered? 

The HOffl’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: H it relates to the present 

period, it does not matter when the question was answered. 

Covemment measures to bring down price of rioe. 

M54. Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: {a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Civil Supplies l>epurtment be pleased to state 
whether it is a fa(‘t that the price of rice in many parts of Ihuifi^ul even now 
varies from Rs.17 to Its, 18 a maund ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, wjll the Hon’hle Minister 
be pleased to state what ste|>s, if anvv have Government taken and intend to 
take to brings down the price of rice? * 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The position in April, 1944, 

was as follows: — 

(fl) Mtetail prices of ordinary rice are not as hig:h as Its. 17 to Its. 18 per 
inaund except in a few' parts of East llen,iral. 

(b) Government sfoi'ks of ri(‘e have been, and are iKung:, offered for sale 
to the public at lts.l()-4 j>er maund retail. 

Mr. 8URENDRA«NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon bh Minister be 

pleased to state, w'ith reference to answer (A>, wlodber the price of Its. H)-4 
per maund is iniicli big'liei than tin* local price? 

Th(^ Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: It is higher than the local 
price in s<»me cases. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 

pleased to stat(* whether Government has considered the fact that the local 
market price must not he dislurl)ed by the influx of Government rice at a 
hig:h price? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 do not think that local 

price is at all disturbed b\ w’hatcver the honourable membei .states, which 
1 have not understood. 

Mr, 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon ble Minister be 

pleased to state whether he is aw'are that the police offic<‘rs are preaching 
in local and bazars that the sellers should not sell nee at a price lower 
than the controlled price? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I do no) think there is any 
foundation for that statement. I have never heard of it up to now. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to .sUite whether he will imike enquiries as to whether police officers 
are not preaching in the rural hafx and bazars tliat sellers should not sell 
rice at a price lower than G<»verninent controlled price? 

The Hon'bl. Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: I :iin not ]>rpparj>(l to niNti- 
tute such a wide, sweeping roving enquiry, but if the honourable member 
will tell me in which and bazar whi<h piJice officer or froiri which 
station they are apprciaching in this manner. I shall make prujuiry. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will^ the Hon’ble Minister \h^ 

pleased to take a note front me that police officers (►f the district of Farid- 
pur, subdivision ARidaripur, and thana Kibchar preached in (dioudbury’s 
hit by beat of drum that the sellert* must not sell rice at a price lower than 
Government controlled price? 
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TIm Hon’bla Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWAROYs I do not think the honour- 
able member need have any fear on that, because the price in Madaripur 
is not so low that it is necessary to 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH Bi8WA8: That is not the point. My point 
is 

The Hoffi’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: If it is not low, is it reason- 
able to expect 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: The fact is that the police people 
are to the rural haU and bazars preachinj^ by beat of drum that rice 

must not be sold at a price lower than that. That will Jiave a bad effect. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I have understood you, but I cannot help. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased 
to state what is the average retail price of ordinary rice in North IBengal, 
West Bengal and East Bengal? 

The Hofl’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I submit that it does not 
arise out of the question. ^ 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Yes, it does arise. The question 
is: Will the Horrble Minister in charge of the ('ivil Supplies Department 
be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the price of rice in many parts 
of Bengal even now’ varies from Ks. 17 to Us. 18 a maund? And the 
answer is: The position in April, 1944, was as follows: Therefore ray 
question is, w’bat is the average retail price of orninary rice in North 
Bengal, East Bengal and West Bengal.^ 

TIm Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; 1 submit that the question 
of present prices does ii<d arise. The question was asked sometime in April, 
1944, with reference to the price of rice in East Bengal, not in North Bengal 
or West Bengal. It w’as with reference to the price of rice in East Bengal 
at that time. It is quite clear that when it refers to Rs. 17 or Rs. 18 a 
maund it was with reference to that period and not to the present period. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: It arises in this sense that he is simply 
asking what is the present price in different parts of Bengal. 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: For the present prices in 
different parts I want notice. 

Mr. ATUL CNANDRA KUMAR: Is the Hon’ble Minister in a posi- 
tion to deny that the present average price in North Bengal is below Rs. 10? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I do not deny or affirm it 
and 1 do not know wdiat the meaning of tlie average price is. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: U it a fact that the average price 
in almost all the districts of North Bengal is about Rs. 10 P 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: May be. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Is it a fart that the average price 
in %\\ the districts in West Bengal is about Rs. 10? 

Th. Hmi'bit Mr. H. t. tUHRAWAitDY: No. 

Mr. ATUL OHANORA «UMAR! Is it more than Rs. 10? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Tea. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Is the average price about Rs. 11? 

Til. HOR'ble Mr. H. b. SUmTAWAftOY: No. ' 

Mr. ATUL OHANORA KUMAR: In it betwMn lU. 11 and Ba. 12P 
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The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 will not answer. I want 
notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: The Hou'hle Minister is meant for 
Ihe purpose and is bound to answer. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: He ought to know manners. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Will the Hon'hle Minister be pleased 
to state whether the average retail price in any district of West Bengal i;» 
over Rs. 12? 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I am not prepared to answer 
that. I want notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: In view of the low prices in West 
Bengal and North Bengal, that is, between R^. Itf and Ks. 11, is it fair 
in the opinion of the Bengal Government to charge Rs. l(>-4 from Govern- 
ment stocks in Calcutta? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is a matter of opinion. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: My supplementary question uri.ses. 
It is for the Hon’hle Minister to reply either in the affirmative or in the 
negative. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have disallowed the question. 

Mr. SURENDRA^NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to state as to what Government propose to do with the Government 
controlled ri( e which is to be sold at Hs. l(>-4 w’here that rice is stocked and 
where Uie local market price is lower than Ks. 10-4? 

The HOffl’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: How' does that question arimt 
out of this question? 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: There is relevancy in this way. 
If Government rice is offered for sale at the market price then the prio© 
may go <low'n more. That is the implication of the (|uestioii. The ({uestioii 
wants to know what are the Government measures to bring down the price 
of rice, Mv question is what do Government ]>ropose to (lo with their rice* 
at places w’liere the price of rice is much below the contndled juice? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: It is not necPHsary to do 

Jthat. Although Government stock rice is being s(dd at Rs, lf>-4 it is being' 
sold to wholesalers at Rs. in surplus areas and Rs. 14-4 in deficit areas. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon'hle Minister be 

please<l to explain w’hy it has been issued to the jme.ss that Government Hoe 

18 being offered £f)r sale at Rs. 7-8 to the poor jieojde in the lowilities where 
the price of rice is ruling low? 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. H. S.^SUHRAWARDY: We are offering Government 
rice at Rs. 7-8 in <»rder to relieve the distress of the poorer section of the 
population . 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

(After adjournvient^ 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’hle Minister be 

pleased to state w'hether Government have considered the price levcd at which 
the price of rice should be^kept in Bengal? 

The Hon’Ma Mr! H. t. tUHRA,WARDY: I am sorry I could not under- 
stand Ithe question. 
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Mr SURENOftA NATH SItWASs Then I shall explain the question. 
I wanted to know from the Hon^ble Minister what is the price level at which 
Government propose to keep down the price? 

The Hcm’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAROY: The price level at which 
Govern ment propose to keep down the price? 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Yes, of rice, of course. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: What is the target? 

The Hon*ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: There is no target. The 
position is this. If (iovernrnent sell rice at Rs. lfj-4 retail to the public, 
it is anticipated that the general price will not rise above Rs. 16-4. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he remembers that in announcing Government’s food i)lan for 
1944, Government did •announce at the same time that it was their inten- 
tion to maintain a rhinimum price for rice and paddy in the province in the 
interests of the agriculturists? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Certainly; my intention was 
that the i)ric‘e should not fall below a certain level. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: What is that level 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: We have nr)t as yet arrived 
nt any figure. What we are considering is this tliut whenever we will find 
that the price is being offered at a l(*vel which is considered to be unsatis- 
factory or which is below the ceiling price whiidi is differed by the agents, 
rice should be bought U]), so that the price level may remain high. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if this fuel has been brought to his notice or not that in most of the 
districts of Ilengal today, the ruling price for the agriculturists is substan- 
tially below the ceiling price at which Government agents have been advised 
to purchase? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 80HRAWARDY: Y es, I am prepared to admit 
that. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state wliether Government propose to reduce the price of Govern- 
ment controlled rice in view' of the fact that the price of rice in Galcutta and 
in many other districts of Bengal is on an average Rs. 10? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; Government do not intend 
to lower the offer. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In view of dangers of lower price 
effecting the “Grow More Food” t'ampaign in the province, i.s the Govern- 
ment considering the desirability of encouraging dharamtjohn in each union 
board or in suitable groups of villages, .so that as soon as the price goes down 
below a particular limit, the villagers might kee^ stored in the dharamgoJas 
certain quantity of rice or paddy available on the basis of advances made 
by Government, if necessary? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: This is a very difficult 
proposition. The honourable member is suggesting that Government should 
open up stores and should make advances. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Not Government. Dhuram^ntUis of 
the people. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8 UHRAWARDY:d But somebod\ has got to 

make advances. You luu'e said that Government shouM make advances to 
the people. If Government are to make advances against stocks of food- 
grains, they should keep those foqd-grains in their own custody. There is 
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QQ such proposal as that. I think the l)est procedure for government would 
be to have a far-flunf? purchasing organisation of its own, so that whenever 
the price Las a tendency to fall, the (ioverninent agents would make pur- 
chases and keep up the price. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is the Hoirble Minister aware that at 
the present moment the godown capacity of the purchasing agents of 
Government lias been completely filled up by the rice purchased hy them 
and it has become increasingly difheuli for them to entry out further pur- 
chases on behalf of Government H 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: It is not correct to say that 
all the god(»wn capacity has been eoinpletel\ filliMl .up. There has been 
congestion in many places and on that account new storages are being built 
up in those areas wliich uill be really transit areas, because it is proposed 
from there to take them to those places where the f^Midgrains ran be properly 
stored ami from wliicli jdaees these can be jinmerly distributed.^ But 
undoubtedly there lias been a setback in the rate di jirocurenient owing to 
difficulties in movements. 

Dr. IIALINAK8HA 8ANYALS Is the Hon’hle Minister aware that a 
potent cause for the continued fall in the price <d’ riei* and paddy below^ the 
inininnim K’orioiuic price tor the agriculturists is the refirsal of the Govern- 
ment agents to buy in certain areas on the plea or on tin* ground that they 
are not in a position to store tlieiii propei‘l\ on behalf ot (jovernnieiit in 
those areas y 

The Hofi’ble Mr.»H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Yes, Sir. One of the reasons 
wli> the price is being (luoted at this level is probably due to the tael (hat 
Gnverniii(‘n( agents an* not puicliasing in (ho.se areas, but there are a large 
number of otlun factors which havt* not b»‘en takt‘ii into c«nisideiiitioii. In 
sonic ot these aieas, which arc not cordoned areas, we are aware that it is 
oj)en to merchant from other areas to eoine ami make pun'hnses there. 
Therefore, there is absolutelv no reason whs it should be held that merely 
because the ( lovminneiit agents are not making ]»urcba.Hes, the prices are 
going down. 

There is another factor 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Are merchants from c»ther areas allow- 
ed to c<»me in and purchaH<*y 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Yes. Take Nadia, take 
Jessore. The\ are not cordoned. Merchants of Karidjuir w1h» desire to go 
and buy in tho.se places are at liberty to do so. Noakliali is an uncordoned 
area ami jicisons may go and bu\ there. These an* factors w'bicb have been 
lost sight of by many persons. 

There i.s another factor too. It should be notified to nieinbers that the 
prices which are (juoted as being prices in a particular place are not the 
true prices of that place. They are price.s whieli are (|Uo1ed because as the 
honourable member states the chief agents have withdrawn from the market. 
We have tested various markets. We have sent chief agents to those placea. 
It is not possible for them to purchase the paddy or rice at the price which 
has been quoted. As soon as an offer is made and as soon as a buyer 
appears, the price rises. So, market prices, it can be noted by bomfUrable 
members, are not the prices at which any very great transactions have taken 
place. , 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: In view of the admitted disparity in 
prices between the raiifassal areas an<l Calcutta, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to take this opportunity f»f explaining whv the prices in ( alcutta 
cannot be broughl down becaus** there b* consiil^able difficulty in the mind 
of the public in that que.stion hiwing regard to the ruling jirices in . the 
mufassal y 
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The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I would ask the hcpourable 

memher to realise that we are not selling in Calcutta at the price at which 
we are procuring at this stage. What we are selling in Calcutta is the rice 
which has been the legacy that has come down to us, and we have got to 
consider the average price. Actually so far as Calcutta is concerned, it is 
probably one of the few places whicn can afford to pay the price which we 
are charging. I see no connection for the time being between the Calcutta 
prices and the prices in the mufassal which undoubtedly have fallen. But 
to what extent they will remain low in the mufassal has got to be seen. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if Government is now in a position to classify the rice supplied to- 
Calcutta into three of four particular classes with a view to permitting 
persons w'ith limited means to buy comparatively coarser rice at a lower 
price, retaining the higher price which is now leviable for selected or better 
class of rice? « 

The Hon’ble Mr. H.*8. 8UHRAWARDY: There are very strong views 
on this subject that are held by two different sections. Some hold that we 
ought not to have several qualities but that every one should share in one 
kind of quality, that is the average quality, which we can place at the dis- 
posal of the people. Others h(»ld that there ouglit to be separate qualities 
and those persons who can afford to buy rice at a higher price shouhl be 
given facilities b) bu.\ that rice. Up till now we have allowed one (juality 
to continue and we have not yet made up our mind as t(» whetli(‘r we should 
have more than one quality or not. 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: In view of his Statement, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be ])leased to state whether a merchant from the district 
of Faridpur who is willing to purchase paddy or rice in the district of 
Jesflore or Nadia is required to undergo any formalities? ' 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No formalities are necessary; 
no permits are necessary. If he complies with the Food Grain.s Control 
Order, he can make his purchu.ses. 

importation of paddy or rioo into a rationed area. 

M59. Khan Bahadur Mauivi FAZLUL QUADIR: {a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the (hvil Sui>plies Department W pleased to state if 
importation of poddy or rice from outside for personal consumption into an 
area where full rationing scheme has Wn introduced is prohibited? 

{h'j If the answer to (a) is in the negative, is there any limit to the 
quantity that may be so iiiijiorted ? 

Tha Hon'bla Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: {a) The importation of paddy 
or rice into a rationed area even for ^lersonal ixinsumption is prohibited 
except under a iierniit which is grante<l only in respect of stocks which are 
the produce of the permit-holder or members of bis family. 

(h) The quantity which a permit-holder is allowed to import at a time 
is limited to the requirements of his household, on the l>asis of the authorised 
toale of rations, for a period of three months. 

Dn NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
great hardship has been caused t^ a number of persons who temporarily 
visit this city including the members of this As-semblv owing to the delay 
experienced iy them in the issue of ration cards for their temporary sojourn ? 

TIW Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWAROY: I beg to su^ii that the 
delay in the issue of ration cards hardly arises out» of the question how much 
a person can import? • « ^ 

Dr. NALINAK8HA tANYALs I am* cominir to that. 
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;Ttie Hon’bto Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: I am unable to say whether 
there is great inconvenience caused to honourable members. As a matter 
ol fact, every effort is made to expedite the issue of ration cards. 

Dr. NALINAKAHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon*ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that there 'are persons coming into the city very 
often at short notice in connection with businesvs or legal work or medical 
iittention and that such persons find it extremely difficult to obtain the 
necessary supply of their food unless they are permitted to bring along 
with them at least some limited quantity of their food from outside!^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The honourable member is 
aware that any person coming into Calcutta ( an bring some rationed stuff 
with him. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that a number of persons have been actually arrested 
and harassed at Sealdah and Ballygunge Stations for having brought with 
them not more than 2 seers of rice at a time when they came into Calcutta P 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Any person may bring 21 
seers. If the honourable member says that persons are harassed, I thina 
ithat he is probably referring to persons who come fi‘om the 24-Parganas for 
the purpose of selling rice surreptitiously in the Mack market. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon Me Minister be 
pleased to explain what are the reasons at the present time for which permits 
are required for importing rice into Calcutta for personal useP f 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: I tak(« it that the honourable 
member knows that a ration(nl area is a closed area and nobody cm bring 
rationed stuff fnun ftutside without a permit. It is only allowed in special 
cases, that is, in the case of those persons who have got their own lands, 
to bring in foodgraiiis for their use for three montlis. 

Dr.* NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In view of the present improved posi- 
tion of stock in rural Bengal and also in view of the decision of the Oovom- 
menf of India not to take an.\ further respoiiHibility for heeding Calcutta, 
is the Government eonsidering the desirability of relaxing this cordon in 
some way to enable quantities of more than 21 mmth at a time to be brought 
in for personal consumption? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I do not wish to be drawn 

into the controversy whetlier the (Jovernment of India have disclaimed 
responsibility for feeding Calcutta. I have already pointed out that the 
Government of India have stated on the contrary that tludr responsibility 
for feeding (’alcutta continues. The nature of resjionsihility might have 
altered. That i.s a different matter. But I don’t think that we can relax 
rationing in Calcutta at all. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: My question has been misunderstood. 
I don’t want rationing to be relaxed. I want to know whether in view of 
the present improved st()ck position in the mufassal, tiovernment is consider- 
ing the desirahilitv of relaxing this cordon in regard to bringing rice for 
fiersonal consumption from outside into the city? 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No. Relaxation of cordon 
ia equivalent to relaxation of rationing. 

8el60tioii of a wholesaio dealer for Farid|iiir. 

•ISe. Mr. BIRAT CHANDRA MANDALl (a) Will the Hoa'bl. 

Minister in charge of the Civil .Supjilies Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact — 

(i) that the wholesale dealership for salt and rice for Faridpur has been 
' giveti to one Ajub Ali who is the brother-in-law of Maulvi Abdui 

Salem Khan, Secretary of tee J’aridpnn District Muslim League; 
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Hi) that the said Ayub Ali was formerly owner of a Government con- 
trolled shop and was apprehended by the police about a year ago, 
for removing rice and paddy from his controlled shop for sale in 
the black market; 

(Hi) thal the said Ayub Ali was caught red-handed by villagers of 
llanehwardi and the ('aptain of the Home Guards of the Char 
Jashordi Union while attempting to remove rice and paddy from 
the controlled shop; 

(iv) that Htolcn property of the controlled shop was recovered from the 
tank in the house of the said Ayub Ali; and 
(r) that the pfdice submitted a final report of the case? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state tlie reason for selecting the said Ayub Ali for the wholesale 
dealership in salt and rice for Faridpur? 

The Hon’bla Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: (n)(i) Md Ayub Ali is one of 

the fourvwhol'esalers under the P'aridfuir Municipal Rationing Scheme, The 
wholesalership is not confined to salt and rice only, but includes all rationed 
commodities. 

Md. Ayub Ali is a brother-in-law of Maulvi Abdus Salam Khan, Secre- 
tary of the Faridpur District Muslim Teague. 

(/V) The answer to first part of the question is in the affinnativp, and to 
the second part in the negative. 

^ (lii) No. Ayub Ali himself started a ca.se of theft of rice from his con- 
trolled sbof) at Ranes<i'urdi hit. The ca.se was investigated and found to be 
true, ft appears that a iMiat was seized after this th(dt containing aliout 
17 bags of rice which was alleged, by one Hon Heliari Bose, ('aptuin of the 
Home Guards, of (^har Jashordi Union, to have been removed by tlie com- 
plainant Ayub Ali himself and othei-s. This vel^ioIl was not proved during 
the investigation and it is signifieant that there is enmity l)etwpen Ayub Ali 
and Hon Hehuri Hose over the dealership of the controlled .shop at Hanes- 
wardi hot. 

(iv) Some rice was recovered from the tank of Ayub Ali, but it could not 
be proved to be the stolen rice. 

(v) The police submitted a final report on the complaint of Md. Ayub Ali 
as sufficient <‘vidence was not available to .send up the accu.sed. 

(h) The wholesale dealers including Ayub Ali were selected on the recom- 
mendation of the majority of the non-official members of the Town Supply 
Committee. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hoiride Minister be pleased 
to state how many of the relations of the Secretary of the Faridpur District 
Muslim League have been in various ways given patronage by Government? 

Tha Hon*ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, 1 am not aware whether 
the Secretary of the Faridpur District Muslim League lias any other 
relation. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8AM YAL: Does the Hon’blc Minister remember 
that only two days ago questions were answered in this House in which 
it WHS revealed that the uncle of this Secretary of the Faridpur District 
Muslim League has been in a similar way given certcun permits? 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I do not remember. I 
think the reference was to the kame man. 

Mr. 8UR8NDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

B ' k 1 to state whether the Police enquired wW)8e rice was it that was 

in the tank of Ayub Ali ? • ^ 
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Tlia Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8U H R AWARD Y: I do not think that our 
inveatigating officers have said whose rice it was. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Who was the investigntiug officer)^ 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY! I do not know. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: With reference to answer (a){m). 
will the Hon’ble Minister be phrased to tell us who was the investigating 
officer? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 do not know. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon hie Minister he^ 
pleased to tell us against whom the prosecution was started? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Even that 1 do not know. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon ble Minister W 
pleased to tell us what (juantity of rice was found inHhe tank of Ayub Ali?’ 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I do not know. 

8cheme for distribution of cotton pieoegoodB in mufassal areas. 

•157. Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: (n) Will the Hon’ble Minister iit 
charge of the (^vil Sui)i>lies IVinirtinent 1 m‘ pleased to state — 

(i) whether (Toveniinent had or have prepared any ronij>reheiiHivo 
scheme for the ecpiitable distribution of cotton piecegoixls and 
yarn in tlu^ Province, jairticularly in the mufassal areas, and tor 
preventing black-m.irketing and profiteenng during the Puja and 
1(1 season and thereafter; 

(i/) whether siicii scheme was or is projiosed to 1 h* made available to the* 
“ Leaders of jwrties in the Assembly l>efore final adoption; and 

(in) whether it is a fact that (ioverninent had adi^pted or is projMising 
to adopt selecti\e <listril>ution of (doth and yarn throiigli a limited 
nunilHO- of retailers (hoseri lor the pui’isise and not thiough all 
licensed dealers? 

(h) If the answer to {a)(iii) is in the affirmative, will the Ilon'lde Minister 
l>e pleased to state the luincijde or principles followed or pro|X)sed to Im^ 
followed in niuking the selection of retailers in (I) ('alrutta area and (2) 
the mufassal ? 

fc) Has the attention of (fovernnumt Ix^en (li*awn to the drawl>acks of 
schemes of selective distributicm and to the possibilities of abuses in this 
connection ? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what steps, if any, have l)een provided for to j>revent such 
abuses and to cure the drawbacks? 

The Hon’We Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: (/i) U) An emergemy distri- 
bution scheme was hastily drawn up during the middle of Septemlwr, PM4, 
and has since Wn modified in the light of the ex[K*nence gained. 

(«) No. 

(to) Yes, Init only in so far as fine and winter seasonal goods are con- 
cerned. At present it is l)eing adopted as a temporary measure; whether it 
will be continueil or not is under consideration, 

(h) Retailers in the Calcutta area and in the mufassal will be selected 
bv a Tribunal appointed for the puriwso consisting of Mr. S. C. Boy (Chair- 
man), Khan Bahadur Jasimuddin Ahmed, and Mr. T. Jones, Pro- 

vincial Textile Contndler. All Chambers of Commerce and Associations in 
Calcutta have been tequested to suggest n^mes on § aonal basis and from the 
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fiUgge«tioD8 received, 150 shops will be selected bv the Tribunal for the 
Calcutta area. In the case of the mufassal, the SutMiiyisioiial Officers have 
been requested to names from eacih subdivision legether with 

particulars re^rdin^ reputation, financial capacity, past business Iransac- 
tions and the num^r of years during^ which es^ firm has been in the 
business. Out of the suggestions received, the Tribunal will select one shop 
in each subdivisiorial town and in sj)ecial cases, one or two shops will be 
selected in the interior according to necessity. 

(r) and (d) These arc obvious, but it is believed that the appointment of 
an imimrtial Tribunal will go a long way towards preventing possible abuses 
and remedying the drawbacks. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (a)(i), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to slate who was responsible for hastily 
drawing up this scheme? 

Th6 HOfl'bln Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY • Sir, I think a large number 
of persons were responsible for it including myself. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what stood in the way of preparing the scheme earlier while it was 
known that the Puja and the Id season would come at the stated time? 

Th6 Hon’blc Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY! TIjc lionourahle nicinher wdio 
knows every thing should recall that stocks of clotli at that moment were 
very low and there was no certainty that stocks would he arriving from 
Bombay in time for us to distribute them. Jt may also he recalled that the 
Textile Commissioner came down to ('alcutta, that we had several conferences 
with him and he gave us an assurance that he would s^ud some special bales 
to us. Then the Textile Commissioner went back and sent some special 
bales in order that we might distribute them during the Fujmt. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Does this hastily-drawn up »scheme 
refer to the additional stocks sent out by tlie Textilt* Commissioner after 
representation or does it relate to all stocks available in Calcutta at that 
time? 

The Hon’bie Mr. H. 8, 8UHRAWARDY: It related to the stocks 
coming in because obviously the honourable member will see that it was 
commenced with freezing stocks coining into Calcutta. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that the freezing of slocks was started Several ^^weeks 
earlier than the time when the so-called hastily-drawn up scheme was put 
into operation? 

The Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I do not think there was 
very much freezing before that time. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hou’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what were the bases or considerations on which the selection of 
selective shops for distribution as referred to in the emergency scheme was 
undertaken P 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARpY: Well, Sir, some honourable 
members met together and had a discussion with the Provincial Textile 
Controller and drew up certain names and permits were given to them in 
the frst instance. 

Dr. NA'LINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Was any principle follow'ed in that 
selection P . 

TN Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARpY: So far as I am aware the 

persons who gave the names were very reliable persons and they gave the 
names of persona whom they consider^ to be i-ersons who had shops and 
who could be in a posiiitn to make the distribution pfoperly. 
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NALINAKlHA tAIIYAL: Will the Hon’ble Mimster be pleased 
to^^te if he is aware that in spite of the urgency of the period attempts 
to nlHain the details regarding the character of the shop, the nature of the 
sh(^, the period for which the shop was functioning the total average sale 
of the shop and the location and ownershm of the shop failed, and that in 
spite of repeated requests the Provincial Textile Controller’s office was not 
in a position to collect much information even for the city of Calcutta? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The honourable member is 
well aware that the department is so understaffed that it was not able to 
get this information. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
%o state if he is aware that in the selection of shops a lot of abuse and even 
suggested corruption ^as revealed? 

The Hofl’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAROY: Sir, persons are free to make 

any suggestion but I do not think that in the selectiop of shops there could 
have been any such thing. The honourable member himself, I believe, 
was responsible for the selection of the first batch of shops. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Question time over. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I want to put further supple- 
mentary questions. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Tlieii this question is held over. 

« 
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The Bengal Public Cambling (Amemlment) Bill, ISM, ee paaaad by the 

Counoil. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: There are some amendments of Sir Nazim- 
uddin which I have allowed Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali to move. This 
is a special case and should not create any precedent. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Sir, I move that the Bengal Public 
Gambling (Amendment) Bill, 1944, as passed by the Council, be taken 
into consideration. 

In moving this Bill I beg to state that the sole purpose of this amending 
Bill is to check and suppress gambling in Bengal in all possible wnya. The 
original Act was passed so long ago as 18(>7. Since then no drastic modi- 
fication or alteration wa.s made in the Act in the light of defects discovered 
in the working of this Act. Gambling has increased dav by daj; and it is 
causing immense suffering to the victims of the same. It is desirable that 
the Act should be extended to the whole of Bengal and that its provisions 
should be made more stringent and at the same time more wide, so that 
unscrupulous people may not escape the punishment due to them owing to 
^cuna and loopholes discovered in the Act. 

The Public Gambling Act was passed as late as 1867. Since then it 
has been found in actual working of the Act that public gambling could 
not be stopped, because it does not apply to the whole of Bengal. This 
should be done by notification in the Calcutta Gazette^ so that it 'may apply 
to those particular areas which this Bill seek^ to include to remedy the 
evils and defects. 

I hope I will receive support from every section of the House. 

The motion of Maulvi Muhammad Israil that the Bengal Public Gainbling 
(Amendment) Bill,T944, as passed by the Council^ be taken into consldenu 
tion, was then put and agre^ to.* 

30 
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, Clause 1. 

The question that riause 1 staud part of the Bill was then put and agreed 

to. 

('lause 2: 

The question that clause 2 stand part of the Bill was then put and agreed 

»o. 

(la use /i. 


ito. 


The question that clause d stand part of the Bill was then 


put and agreed 


New Clause J.l. 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, 1 beg to move that after clause 
3 the following new glause be inserted, namely: — 


**SabBtitution 
of DOW Boction 
for aectioD 3. 


3A. For section 3 of the said Act the following section 
shall be substituted, namely; — 


3. Whoever, being the owner or occupier, or having the 

houwse, ro(»ni, tent, 


common gaming *houHO. 


^)lace opens, keeps or uses the 
same as a common gaming-house; 


and whoever, being the owner or occupier of any house, 
iKjpra, tent, enclosure, vehicle, vessel, space or jdace knowing- 
ly or wilfully permits the same to he opened, occupied, useil 
or kept hy any other person as a common gaming-house; 

and wdioever has the care or management of, or in any 
manner assists in conducting, the biiNiness of an\ house, 
room, tent, enclosure, vehicle, vessel, space or place opened, 
occupied, used or kept for the ])urpose aforesaid ; 


and wdioever advaiice.h (jr furnishes mone\ for the purpose 
of gaming with persons frequenting such house, room, tent, 
enclosure, vehicle, vessel, space or place, shall he punished — 

(a) for the first offence with imprisonment of either 
description which may extend to three months or 
with nne which may extend to five hundred rupees; 

(h) for a second offence witli imprisonment which may 
extend to six months and, in the absence of special 
reasons to the contrary to he recorded *in the 
judgment of th(‘ ('ourt, wshall not be less than seven 
days either with or without fine which may extend 
to nne thousand rupees; and 

(r) for a third offence or a subsequent offence with 
imprisonment w'hich may extend to six montl^ 
and, in the absence of special reasons to the 
contrary to be recorded in the judgment of the 
Court, shall not be less than one month together 
with fine which may extend to one thousand 
rupees.” 

Sir, wdien this Bill was passed in the Bengal liCgislative Council, Govern- 
ment accepted the tw^o principles enunciated in this amending Bill; firstly, 
^at sections 4, 5 and b of the existing Act ]>e extended to the whole of 
Bengal; secondly, provision should he made lor deterrent punishment on 
UA or 3rd or subsequeffi convictions. These principfes were aeceptwl in 
Upper Hoqse and according to the Accepted provisions of the Bill some 
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amendments were suggested so as to remove the defects which remained 
in the Bengal Public uambling Act of 18()7. By section 2 the provisions 
of sections i and 13 are proposed to l>e extended to the whole of Bengal and 
therefore there are some consequential aniendiiieiits necessary in section 3. 
My amendment is a verbatim copy of the existing section 3 without the words 
“sitxiate within the limits’’ and with the words “place”. The existing 
provision of the Act applies onl\ to the city of Calcutta and certain provi- 
sions may be extended to Bengal by notiticiitioii. but this amending Bill 
proposes that certain provisions should be extended to (he whole of Bengal. 
If this is accepted, even section 3 needs amendment. Only to that effect 
wherever the word “situate” is in the Act, 1 have suggested the word 
“place”. The latter p:^t of my amendment is (he proposed clause 5 which 
should come before clause 4. As this should come before clause 4, there- 
fore a new provision, clause 3A is proposed to be a<lded, wliich is a substi- 
tution of section 3. , 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali thal after clause 3 the 
following new clause be inserted, namely:”- 
“Substitution 3A. For .section 3 of the said Act the following section 
for^tJon^S*” substituted, namely: — 


3, W^ioever, being the owner or occupier, or having the 
Use of aii\ house, room, tent, 
vcssrl, spiiw ..r 

romrnon gaminR-houw'. ph«c<* opens, keeps or Uses the 

same us a common gaming-hoUHe; 

and whoever, being the owner or occupier of any house, 
room, tent, enclosure, vehicle, vessel, space or place 
knowingly or wilfully permits the same to be opened, 
occupied, used or kept b\ an> other person us a common 
gaming-hou.se; 

and whoever has the care or iuanagenn*nt of, or in any 
manner ji.s-sist^ in conducting, tin* busimsss of any house, 
room, tent, encloNiire, vehicle, vessel, spaiu* or place opened, 
occu[iied, used or kept for tin* purpose aforesaid; 

and u'hoever advance** or lurnishes inone> lor the purpose 
of gaining with persons frequenting such house, room, tent, 
enclosure, vehicle, vessel, space or place, shall be punislied — 


(a) for the first offence with imprisonment of either 
de.scription which may extend to three months or 
witii fine which may extend to five hundres! 


rupees ; 

(0) for a second offence with iinprisonnlent which may 
extend to six months ami, in the absence of 
special reasons to the contrary to be recordeil in 
the judgment of the ('ourt. shall not be less than 
seven days either with or without fine, which may 
, extend to one thousand rupees; and 
(c) for a third offence or a subsequent offence with 
imprisoiiinent which ma> extend to six months 
end in tin* absence of s|M*cial reasons to Jbe 
contrary to be recorded in the judgmeiji of the 
Court, shall not be less than one month together 
' with fine which may ^extend to one thot|Ham! 

rupees,” 

was then put and agreed to. 


C'laujte 4. • 

-- • • 

The question that clause 4 stand*part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. > 



SM 


NON-OFFICIAL MEMBEES’ BILLS. [15th Dec. 


Claute S. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I beg to move that for clause 
5 the following clause be substituted, namely: — 

<»An^dment 5. In the first and second paragmphs of section 11 of 
ofoectionil. the said Act, the words 'situated within the limits afore- 
said’ shall be omitted.” 

Sir, as I have explained previously, because certain provisions are 
extended to the whole of Bengal, section 11 of the existing Act also needs 
modification to the extent that the words "situated within the limits afore- 
said” should be omitted. This is only a consequential change. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali tha# for clause 5 the follow- 
ing clause be substituted, namely: — 

“Amendment 5. In the first and second paragraphs of section 11 of 
of section 11. gaid Act, the words 'situated within the limits afore- 

said’ sTiall be omitted,” 
was then put and agree to. 

The question that clause 5, as amended, stand part of the Bill was then 
put and agreed to. 

Clause 0. ’ 

" The question that clause 6 Stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 7. * 

The question that clause 7 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Preamble. 

The question that the Preamble stand part of the Bill was ’then put and 
agreed to. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Sir I beg to move that the Bengal 
Public Gambling (Amendment) Bill, 1944, as settled in the Assembly, be 
passed. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

(The Bengal Close Season for Fishes Bill, 1943, was called but not 
moved.) 

Mr. DHIRENDRA HATH DATTA: Sir, are we not proceeding with 
this Bill? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: No. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what amount of money was spent for this Bill? 

(No reply.) 


The Bengal Wakf (Amendment) Bill, 1940. 

Dr. SANAULLAH: Sir, 1 beg to move that the Bengal Wakf (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1940, be referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

H) The Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Education Department, 

' (2) Maulana Shamsul Huda, 

(3) Mauivi Abdur Eassak, 

(4) Haji Tofel Ahmed Choudhury, 

(b) Mauivi Muhanftned Ibrahim, 

(6) Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury, 

(7) Khan Bahadur Haji MaiUana Ahmed Ali Enayetpuri, 
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'(8) Eliaii Sahib Maulvi AminuUah, 

(9) Maulana Muhammad Abdul Axis, 

QO) Maulvi Muhammad Israil, 

(11) Mr. Jogesh Chandra Qupta, 

(12) Mr. George McIntosh, 

(13) Maulvi Abdul Wahed, 

(14) Mr. Syed Badrudduja, 

(15) Kazi Emdadul Hague, 

(16) Mr. Syed Abdul Majid, and 

(17) Dr. SanauUah (the mover), 

with instructions to submit their report by the Bls’f March, 1946, and that 
the quorum of the Select Committee be fixed at five. 

Mrs DEPUTY SPEAKER: Have you got the consent of Maulvi Abdur 
Razzak, Mr. Wordsworth and Maulvi Azhar AliP 

Dfi 8ANAULLAH: I have substituted the names of Mr. George 
McIntosh and Mr. Syed Abdul Majid in places of Mr. W. C. Wordsworth 
and Maulvi Azhar Ali. As regards Maulvi Abdur Razzak, I have got hia 
consent. 

Sir, this Bill was introduced in 1937 and then sent for circulation, but 
Government has not yet brought their promised amendment to the Bill. 
Sir, it is long overdue. Under the circumstances, Sir, I request the 
Hon’hle Minister to kindly accept thi.s motion to refer the Bill to a Select 
Committee where the Bill could be improved upon, if iiecessary. Long 
seven years have elap.sed, but nothing has been done as yet. I submit, 
Sir, that whatever public opinion could be gathered has already been done 
during these seven years; and if anv further improvement is to be effected 
in this Bill, it may be done in the Select Committee. 

With these few words, Sir, I move my motion. 

The Hofi'ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I am unable to accept 
the motion of my honourable friend. I said, in connection with a similar 
motion in the last session, that Government had in contemplation the intro- 
duction of a comprehensive measure to amend the Wakf Act. I told the 
Assembly on that occasion that Government had appointed a small com- 
mittee to go into the whole thing and to submit a report. That report has 
since been submitted and it is under examination, and as soon as the 
examination is over a Bill will be introduced. Therefore I think that if 
my honourable friend agrees he may withdraw his motion. Unless he does 
that, I shall have to opgose it, because I find that some of the provisions 
of his Bill are of such a drastic nature that it will not be possible to accept 
them. Sir, the Bill was circulated and opinions Were received from various 
bodies. The only Muslim body from which opinion was received was the 
Jamiat-ul-ulema, Chittagong, and it is found that that body is not in favour 
of a Bill like this. Some of the provisions of the Bill are like this. One 
provision is that the imank^' of all the mosques of the province should be 
appointed and when necessary dismissed by the Wakf Board. Another 
provision is that the zakai money should be collected by the Board of Wakfs 
and distributed. These are most controversial proposals and the Board of 
Wakfs, as at present constituted, is not in my opinion, in a position ^ 
administer such affairs. There will be at least one lakh of mosques in the 
province; to appoint and dismiss the imamn of so many mosques will be an 
impracticable proposition for the Board. If my honourable friend with- 
draws his, motion, I can g^ve him this promise, as I did during the Iwt 
session, that such of the provisions of his Bill* as be acceptable to the 
Government will be incorporated in the Government Bill, but if he does not 
withdraw his motion it will have to be opposed. 

Dr. SANAULI^H: Sir, in view of the assurance given by the Hon'Me 
Minisjer, I beg leave of the House to withdraw Iny motion. 
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The motion Dr. Sanaullah that the Bengal Wakf (Amendment) Bill, 
1940, be referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) The Hon ’hie Minister in charge of the Education Department, 

{%) Maulaua Shainsul Huda, 

(3) Maulvi AMur. Razzak, 

(4) Haji Tofel Ahmed Choudhury, 

(5) Maulvi Muhammad Ibrahim, 

(6) Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury, 

(7) Khan Bahadur Haji Maulana Ahmed Ali Enayetpuri, 

(8) Khun Sahib Maulvi Aminullah, 

(9) Maulana Muhammad Abdjil Aziz, 

(10) Maulvi Muhammad Israil, 

(11) Mr. Jogesh Chandra Gupta, 

(12) Mr. Gef>rge McIntosh, 

jl3) Maulvi Abdul Wahed, 

(14) Mr. Syed Bad^udduja, 

(15) Kazi Emdadul Haque, 

(16) Mr. Syed Abdul Majid, and 

(17) Dr. Sanaullah (the mover), 

with instructions In submit their report by the 31st March, lOdo, and that 
the quorum of the Scdect Committee be fixed at five, was then, by leave of 
the House, withdrawn. 

The Bengal Steamer Khalasts Bill, 1943. 

Dr. SANAULLAH: Sir, I beg to move (hat the Bengal Steamer 
Khalasis Bill, U)43, be referred to a Select Committcv^' consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Minister in cliarge of Commerce, Cabour and Industries 

Department, 

(2) Mr, J. N. Gupta, 

' (3) Mr. C. Griffiths, 

(4) Mr. A. M. A. Zaman, 

(5) Mr, Giasuddin Ahmed, 

(6) Khun Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhurv, 

(7) Mr. Syed Abdul Majid, 

(8) Mr. Ahmed Hossain, 

(9) Mr. S. A. Salim, 

(10) Mr, Shahedali, 

(11) Mr. Muhammad Barat Ali, 

(12) Maulvi Idris Ahmed Mia, and 

(13) Dr. Sanaullah (the mover). 

with instruction.s to submit their report by the 30th April. 194”), and that 
the quorum of the Select ('ommittee be fixed at five. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Dr. Sanuuliuh, you have not got the con> 
sent of Mr. Aftab .\li, Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed Khomlkar, Mr. B. Mukherjee 
and Mr. Syed Ahmed Khan. 

Dr. SANAULLAH: Sir, I have omitted tlmse names. 

Sir, this Bill is long overdue. It was circulated for eliciting public 
opinion thereon, and out of 64 institutions about 61 institutions have 
supported the provisions of this Bill. Cmler the circumstances, the Hon’ble 
Minifiler may kindly agree to accept my motion. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: What are (he main provisions of 
the Bill? 

Or. SANAULLAH: 1 am coming to that. I submit, Sir, that the 
M^tangi who are in charge of steam-vessels plying in the province of Bengal 
are tbe recognised employees, and tl}e khalasis are at the tender mercy of these 
ietangs as the Uu^asts are not directly |:eeognised as the employees of the 
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St^t^er Companies. The <]raw the salaries of the khalasu on the 

him9 of each vessel. Suppose a Steamer Company employs 10 or 12 
MiOmu in a vessel and the salaries of the khalasf\s are between Ba.* 20 and 
Ks^ aO for eacii kJuila.si^ the total amount is drawn hv the scrituff and he 
distributes the money amonjr the khalafis and thus exploits hem and some- 
times after a few days — after a mouth or lo days he drives them away bn 
some pretence (»r other and often— he deducts sdmething- from the salary 
and pays them less. So, Sir, the khahsis are at the tender mercy of the 
serang,i and these poor people have been comiielled by circumstances to 
acquiesce in this. They have ^ol no other alternative but to submit to the 
cruelties of the In pre-war Burma esjiecially when there were the* 

Arakan Flotilla Company and the Irrawaddy Flotilla Company and (rovem- 
ment steam-vessels there, the khtthfst.i us well as the .^vrtnujs wfe*e directly 
recog’nised by the emjiloyers. Rut here the employers have got no connec- 
tion w’hatsoever wdth these poor khahixix. So, the main jirovision in mv 
Bill is the recognition ot kfmhisis directly b\ the t^iployers, the Steamer 
Companies. That is the main provision. Sir. ^ 

As regards the scale of salaries of course, that is not at iircsent suitable, 
because it should he raised to Its. oO per month or it should be Bs. 20 plus 
free food. That can easilv be done in the Select (binmittee. That is the. 
main provi.sion (d the Bill. Sir, most of the institutumH to which this Bill 
was referred for an expression of opinion have supported it. In the circum- 
stances I hope th(* llon’ble Minister will kindl,\ u/^ree to do the hare justice 
to these poor people and refer the Bill to a Select Committei*. If further 
improvement is desiral>le it can he «*ftVcfed in the Select Committee itself. 

With these words ? coinmeiul my motnm to the 'Mceptanee of the House. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Dr. Sanaulluh, I take it that you have 
moved ynir motion snhstituting the name of Khan Bahadur Hnji Budi 
Ahmed ( howdhur\ foi‘ the Jiame of Khan Bahadur Muhammad Anwarul 
Azim. 

Dr. 8ANAULLAH: ’^es, Sir. I liave dime it. 

The Hoii’ble Mr. Khwaja 8AHABUODIN: 1 heg to move, hy way of 
amendment, that the Bengal Steamer hfnihisis Bill, 194d, l»e i'(‘-circulated 
for tlie purpose of eliciting opinion tliereon hv the dOth April, 1945. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Knough opinion has already been elicited. 

The H(M|ble Mr. Khwaja 8AHABUDDIN: So far as tin* question of 
enough opinion is concerned, I may state for the information of the Ilouae 
that opinions so far received are onl> from certain district hoards and 
municipalities. It is very difficult to judge how tar the district boards or 
niunicipalities are competent to express any opinion on this subject. 
Kxcept the fact tluit Uutlasis live within the limits of certain inunii'ipalities 
I do not think the munii ipalities have got much concern in the mutter. 

ATUL Chandra sen: The riive street people are most com- 
petent to give opinions. 

> The HofPbie Mr. Khwaja SAHABUDOIN: That is another matter. 
The opinions so far received are not at all helpful. Some are to, the effect 
that they are not interested in the matter. Some merely state that they 
have no objection to the Bill, while other.s state that they are generally 
in sympathy with the objects of the Bill. Jn this connection the opinion 
of the Knglish Basmr Municipality may l)e quoted which is that the Bill 
18 not connec ted with the t|unicipal administratiim and that therefore the 
municipality has n& comments to make.. The Mjinicipality of Jalpaiguri 
has not approved of the Bill, whil6» the Municipality of Burdwan is of the 
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opinion that the proposals dealt with in the Bill shoidd he }eft to be dmded ’ 
between the employers and the employees. I do not know why the IHstrict 
Officers were not consulted in this matter. ^ 

^ Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will you kindly quote other munici- 
palities P 

The Hon’bia Mr. KHwala SHAHABUDDIN: No, as I have already 
said, the municipalities are not the bodies who are competent or are 
directly interested in the matter. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN. You have quoted only two municipalities. 

t 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: 1 W stated that the 
opinions which some of the municipalities have expressed are undecided 
and unhelpful. ^ 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: You have quoted two municipalities. 
Please quote more. 

The Hon*blA Mr. Khwi^a SHAHABUDDIN: 1 think I had better 
ignore these interruptions. Opinions have also been invited from important 
Chambers of Commerce in the province and Steamer Companies and 
organised unions of workers working in the steamers. But it is a curious 
fact that none of these bodies have yet sent any opinion on the Bill. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Because iti goes against their 
interests. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: If you feel that way then 
there is no justification for this Bill jit all. The Chambers of Commerce 
and the organised unions of workers are the people most interested in the 
proposed legislation. Sir, I may say that there are certain features in the 
^Bill with which Government are in sympathy. 

SJ. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: What are those features? 

Tha Hon'ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: Government is consider* 
ing all the features. Sir, it is a matter which is under the close considera- 
tion of the Government, Apart from the fact that certain opinions have 
already been received, examined and analysed another factor has got to 
be taken into account. Any legislation of this character has got to be 
undertaken with very great care, specially at the present moment when 
river services are very important factors in tlie war transport. - 1 therefore 
move the motion for re-circulation of the Bill. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Mr. Deputy Spe^iker, Sir, 1 rise 
to support the motion moved by Dr. Sanaullab for referring the Bill to 
a Select Committee and oppose the motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 
Shahabuddin for recirculating the Bill for eliciting opinion thereon. 

Sir, the main provisions of the Bill have been placed before the House 
eloquently by my friend. Dr. Sanaullah. It is a struggle between the poor 
khataiii and the vested interests. When there is a fight between poor men 
and vested interests this Government always sides with the latter. The 
provisions of the Bill are very clear and opinions have also been obtained 
on them, and now the Hon’ble Minister says that they are in close sympathy 
with the provisions of the Bill. There is therefore absolutely no reason 
#hy the Bill should be recirculated. Opinion|, as I said, have already 
been obtained from various public bodies and nothing ^remains to • be done, v 
Hoiwove^ we are ^ro and we luiow all the provisions of the Bill. Wo 
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Heard the declaration made by the Hon’ble Minister that Government 
is ^ sympathy with the Bill, If that is so, there is no point in oirculatii^ 
the Bill unless Government is here playing the part of a h^^crite. It 
apjpears that Government intends to shelve the Bill. They are in sympathy 
with persons who have got vested interests and the nver steamer com- 
panies. They have only a lip-deep sympathy with the people whom the 
Bill seeks to benefit. The provisions of the Bill are very salutary in 
character, and I hope my friends on the other side will not object to tho 
Bill being referred to a Select Committed. 

With these words, I support the motion of Dr. Sanaullah and oppose 
the motion of the Hon*ble Minister in charge for recirculation. 

Khan Bahatfur HaJI BADI AHMED 6HOUDHURY : Deputy SpeiODST 

TOR : Dr. Sanaullah TOR (laughter and noise from members of the Government) 
^TOtTOn t tfrsrv ! 

GTtron Dr. Sanaullah, m.a., rh.D., Bar.-at-Law, Chairman, District Boards 
M.L.A., R vfesff I Minister 

TOW R circulation^?r SRT tfat? vfirTOW ^ vfvusfl i 41^ 

Bill circulationi)7 SR7 even 5tTO^ ; ^ opinion GlfllH I* 

wUn ^ viJ 5^ i TOn v’l5 vn ; vfv oavtrv rw fewn 

vtvR? wi w ^rrrow i nih croi r 

VTRf n I fwfP 'TOn 5'^fllc^, steamer ^ TOn steamers TO^ 

VtTOR «R7 I ^ t g f e w TO* TOV CVt*TO^ ^ TOI OJII W I V|lft 
wvRTv vfif TOr^ TOwcv, ?tn TOvrw tfTO !ff *f view i 

8). NARENDRA RATH DAS GUPTA : CV CW»!T1 CTO, to Wfl nn, TO, TOTO 

VW ’tTO I TO TO vTOto To ^ W TO TOff TOtCTO tvtCTO TOt^ 

W TO:V*^V TOT TOt<1-TOTOn VtTOi' WtTO5 W I st’ftV (TOl CV CW^O CTO 

TOt^ TOvt^ nR TO I TOn wtfv fro crontTO TOt^ftiro TOfti 

ttfro n TOR W TOTO VtfWRlV G5TO tfTO TO I TO TOW TOl fTOTTO TOTR TOCl CTO 

•pro Ttfro \f% n TOm, otr toto ^ u *ffnrTl%r5 w n i wtoitocto •trw wsm 

TO I wtfii TOff cvfw CTO cv wtvcTO u vtV'TO Vested interests TO 
yt t> rj l t cin y >r*iri frof^ C5 tc^ wre^ i fwi wtroi, nn wrotvrw, vtn vwft to ^tt*n fro 
vfv TOT^tm wwtv n w TO wrotvtvcTO wwtvn to cvO i to ^ 

TOt^tn VTO TO TOi TOfhr ttIto tow, pension wtn, provident fund wttf , TO't*f TOVl 
Ftwfl? SRT TOV TO 'flv; 44vpjf« ’ffiiTOn WTO I wtTOf wit toTO TOf(% 

WTO TOtW cv f%fv !JWTV froro cv iflfp wrotTOCTO T3 gVCTO TOT ^pTO Wfl CVfW t 

cv ^ 4WTO wTO TOtf I (Mr. Atul Chandra Sen : wtoWTOb to Wf Clive Street)* 
Clive Streetiii W 5 fw TO cn wn TO nwt wtrro i Clive Streets W wtR vflV; TO^ 
TO WTO I wtewt vfv Clive Streetiiv wvj wnwi wtoj to TOTW TOt^tcTO crof^iW 

CTOF TOTO WtfJ NtTO TO CTOTS TOTO ^’tl W!TO ^ ^ WiB 4Wf WVl WjfiU 

vcvT 4Wi’TO n cfTw wvt fTOTOi wttw^ c»it yPTOtTOf fTO <ew^ 
Wlf efi NtWl— TOI TOT TOOl wtTO f^TO »flW| TOV 'ft TOt^J^fW TOl 

CTO TO wcHfro TO n i Select Committee !fTO VffCTO Dr. Sanaullah. Select 
Committeers wstTO sriv'TO toto TOCTO <TOs fWTOf ^ to TOW^ #n wicw toot $ 
c*it TOW Sanaullah PrilCTO • wtewY wtfv TO) wfi tow ftro *rtTtTOfTO! WCf 
Oovemment www: TO* f r fTOf toTO INTO WVT Dr. Sanaullaha !JWN ?Jf f 
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The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja Sliababuddin that the ^ 
Steamer KhaloH^ Bill, 1943, be recirculated for the purpose of elicitmg 
opinion thereon by the 30th April, 1945, was then put and a division taken 
with the following result:— 


AYEa— 89. 


AMul Aziz, Maulana Md. 

Abdut Haftz, Mr. MIrza. 

Abdul Hakim, Mauivi (Mymafisingh). 
Abdul Hakim Vikrampuri, Maulvl Md. 
Abdul Majid, Mr. 8yad (Noakhall). 
Abdur Ruhaad, Mauivi Md. 

Abul FazI, Mr. Md. 

Abul Hotain Ahmad, Mr. 

Abul Matud, Kazi. 

Abul Quaaam, Maulvl. 

Aulad Hotaaln Khan, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvl. 

•arma, tha Hon'bla Mr. Pramharl. 
Barman, Babu Bhyama PrQaad. 

•itwaa, Mr. Ratik Lai. 

Chakrabarty, Babu Narandra Narayan. 
Oaa, Ral Sahib Anukul Chandra. 

Oan, Babu Dabandra Nath. 

Paziul Quadir, Khan Bahadur Mauivi. 
Pailur Rahman, Mr. (Daaoa). 

Pazhir Hahman, Khan Bahadur (Myman- 
tinih). 

Qiadding, Mr. 0., C.i.E. 

Ooawami, tha Hon'bla Mr. Tula! Chandra. 
Oupta, Mr. <h N. 

Hamlduddin Ahmad, Khan Sahib, 
ffatanuzzaman, Khan Sahib Maulvl Md. 
Maslna Murahad, Mra., M.B.E. 

Nirtzal, Mr. M. A. F., O.B.E. 

Idria Ahmad Mia, Mauivi. 
daalmuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvl. 

Kannady, Mr. I. 0. 


Laiak, Mr. John. 

Mandat, Mr. Amrita Lai. 

Mandal, Mr. Banku Baharl. 

Mandal, Ral Sahib Jagat Chandra. 
Mandal, tha Hon'bla Mr. Jogandra Nath. 
Maniruddin Akhand, Mauivi. 

Mathold, Mr. J. N. 

Mohammad All, Khan Bahadur. 
Muhammad Ibrahim, Mauivi. 

Muhammad Itrall, Maulvl. 

Muktrjaa, tha Hon'bla Mr. Taraknath, 
M.B.E. 

Mulllok, Mr. Mukunda Bahary. 

Mulllok, tha Hon'bla Mr. Pulln Bahary. 
Muitagawial Haqua, Mr. Syad. 
Nazimuddin, tha Hon'bla Khwaja Sir, 
K.C.I.E. 

Raikut, Mr. Pratanna Dab. 

Sahaba-Alam, Mr. Syad. 

Sarajul Islam, Mr. 

Shahabuddin, tha Hon'bla Mr. Khwaja, 
C.B.E. 

SIngha, Babu Kshetra Nath. 

Sirdar, Babu LttU Munda. 

Smart, Mr. J. N. 

Smy th-Osbourne, • Mr. D. G. 

Stark, Mr. A. F. 

Suhrawardy, the Hon’bla Mr. H. 8. 
Tamizuddin Khan, the Hon'bie Mr. 
Whitehead, Mr. R. B. 

Yousuf MIrza. 

Zillur Rahman Shah Choudhury, Maulvl. 


NOES~30. 


Abdul Wahad, Mauivi. 

Badi Ahmad Choudhury, Khan Bahadur 
Hajl. 

•anarjl, Mr. P. 

Barman, Mr. Upandra Nath. 

Baau, Mr. Santoah Kumar. 

Bitwaa, Mr. Surandra Nath, 

Oaa Gupta, SrIJut Narandra Nath. 

Oatta, Mr. Ohirandrii Nath. 

OMul, Mr. Harandra Nath. 

Olaauddin Ahmad, Mr^ 

Natan All Chowdhury, Mr. Syad. 
daian, Mr. l. 0. 

Kumar, Mr. AtuI Chandra. 

Kundu, Mr. Nithitha Nath. 

Majumdart Mrs. Hamaprova. 

The Ayes being 59 and the Noes 


Masud All Khan Panni, Al-Hadj Mauivi. 
Mukarjl, Mr. Dhirandra Narayan. 
Mukharjea, Mr. B. 

Mukharji, Dr. Sharat Chandra. 

Naskar, Mr. Ham Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. Kamalkrithna. 

Roy, Mr. Patiram. 

Sanaullah, Dr. 

Sanyal, Dr. Nalinaktha. 

San, Mr. AtuI Chandra. 

San, Mr. Dhirandra Nath. 

8an-Gupta, Mrt. Nallia. 

Slnha, SrIJut Manlndra Bhutan. 

Thakur, Mr. Pramatha Ranjan. 

Waliur Rahman, Mauivi. 

30 , the motion was agreed to. 


The Bsffigsl Medtoal (Amendment) Bill, 194B. 

Dn SANAULLAH: Sir, I beg to move that the Bengal Medical 
(Ainendmeift t Bill, 1940, be referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 
(1) The Hon'bie Ministor in charge of the Public Health and Local 
Self-Hovernment Department, 

{2) Dr. A. M, Malik, 

(3) Dr. Maheuddin Ahmed, 

<4) Mrs. Kellie Sen Gupta, . 

(5) Rai Sahib Anukul Chandra Das,,. 
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If6) Mr. K. A. Gomes, 

|7) Khan Bahadur Maulvi Kuhiruddin Khan, 

<8) Mr. d. N. vSmart, . 

(9) Khaii Sahih Maulvi Muhammad HaHuiuiszaman, 

(19) Khan Bahadur llaji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury, 

(11) Khan Bahadur Jasimuddin Ahmetl. 

(12) Mr. J. W. Chippendale. 

(13) Mr. Ilem Chandra Naaker, 

(14) Khan Sahih llamiduddin Ahmad, and 

(15) Dr. Sanaiillah (the miiverK 

with instriiet-ions to submit their report by 3(lth June, 11145, and that the 
quorum of tlie Select Committee he fixed at five. 

Sir, in movin’^ this motion I like to draw the attention of the honour- 
able members of tbi.s House to the seareity of doctors specially in the 
rural areas of Bcnjrai. It i'' an admitted fact ^lat there is dearth 
of qualified and registered doctors in all areas specially due to Military 
work and now-a-davs the rural people are left with the only alternative 
of quack doctors and unrc^^istered doctors. Most of these doctors also 
are put to ^^reat difficulties by the provisions of the Indian Poisons Act. 
Fndcr the provisions of that Act these unrei^istered medica'l jiractitioners 
of rural areas cannot pro( uit* cerlain^spe< ifie<l drujrs wbii b arc scheduled 
in tliat Act. So they are hundhapped in this humanitarian work of 
I serving? the rural people in these da\s of epidemics. 

This Bill .ilso has been helorc flic public for a very lon^^ lime. Since 
1914 various attempf? wiue made to tret the.se piMiple re^^istered hut on 
various occasions on sonic pretence or other, this was denied. Similar 
Bills have alread.s been parsed in the provini’e.s of Bombay, Madras, CnitiMl 
Provinces and tin* Punjab and even in Kn^lund. In Kn^rjand the Bill was 
passed in tlie > car 1S5S and the provisions for >ri\ing concession to those 
who were not re^ristcred were extended tor 17 years up to the yi*ar 1875. 
In the Bengal .Nledical Act of 1914, only two vears’ extension was given 
to the unregistered tloctors for getting themselvi's registered within that 
period hut after that the\ tried times without number to get this con- 
cession extended hut in vain. Kven the TIouTde Mr. Tamiziiddin Khan 
also moved this Bill as a private member’s Bill. The CjU<‘stion was not 
80 veiy serious hecau.se there were pleiitv of doctors. The district hoards 
used to give a petty sum of 40 to the kala-azar iloctors hut now-a-duys 
they are providing Hs. lOtl or more to those kula-azar doctors because 
there is dearth of doctors. Specially in my village T have got no other 
registered doctors, only flieip are unregistered doctors. bkjuity also 
demands that these people should get this coneesswin. Most of these people 
nurnliering about 50t), some of them by this time must have died and still 
there would he, i think, 300 left, have served in \arious tea gardens, 
collieries and also rural people, hut their certifjeatps are not accepted by 
Government and they are not allowed to .sit in consultation with senior 
registered doctors. The.se are their diffi<'ulties and the greatest difficulty 
in their way is the procurement of sjH^cified drugs which are sidieduled in 
the Indian Poisons Act. 

Sir, thi.H Bill was formerly once sent to the Select Committee ai[^l at 
that time the mover was itai Sahih Aniikul (3iamlra Das, l,uit it w'as 
manamvred to lap.se by not allowing (he Selei t Conimiiiee to sit so if wa^ not 
gone through, lender the i ircuimstanceS 1 earnestly request the Hon ’hie 
Minister^ip charge who i.s seriously ill through his Parliamentarv Scf reiary 
and by this time, I hopi* Jie has authorised hi.s Parliamentary Sei retary 
Khan Sahih Hamiduddin iyunad, to agree to send this Bill to the Select 
Committee. I may* mention here that I, went id! his residence to get his 
tonsent but he pleaded his inability without the file and his Secretary. 
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Mr« ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Sir, I also want to make some observa- 
tiont. 

Mf. DEPUTY SPEAKER* In that case I adjourn the House for 
prayer. 

(The House was at this stage adjourned for 15 minutes for prayer.) 

(After adjournment.) 

Mr* ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I rise to 
accord my wholehearted support to the Bill moved by my honourable 
friend Dr. Sanaullah. In moving his Bill Dr. Sanaullah has placed the 
nnger on the right spot in the medical requirements of the province. The 
medical problem of the province is not so much a problem of the towns 
and cities as of the villages. How many villages are there in the province 
which can claim an M.B. or even a Mitford or Campbell passed doctor? 
And again how many people there are who can afford to pay Rs. 32 
or lis. 16 or even Rs. 8 to an M.B. or a Mitford or a Campbell passed doctor? 
Most people cannot afford to pay medical bills and cannot call doctors who 
are ordinarily known to be competent. Something has got to be done 
which will enable these people to avail of cheap medical aid, especially 
in villages, and this cheap medical aid can be given only by doctors who 
have passed from a non-official school in the province, but unfortunately 
for want of registration they cannot use certain drugs and are therefore 
handicapped in their profession. If you raise the question of competency, 

1 will say t^t I have been personally associated with a medical school in 

nty of Dacca since it was started in 1921 under the patronage of 
Deshbandhu Chittaranjan Das. This school, T mav state, has got out- 
door and indoor hospitals. It is well-staffed. The ‘staff of this school is 
m no way inferior to the Government school existing in the city of Dticca. 

1 know of certain students wlm have passed from this school.*^ They are 
practising in the city and they can hold their own against any ordinary 
M.B. of the^ Calcutta Medical College not to say of medical schools. Now 
what 18 their fault? Because perchance they could not have an oppor- 
^inity of having their training in the Calcutta Medical College or 
Belgachia Medical College or a Government Medical School they will be 
debarred from facilities which are extended to the graduates^ of those 
Colleges! The situation of the country, as it stands today, demands that 
something has got to be done to give these private students proper oppor- 
tunities. lou are taking fourth-year students of the Medical College for 
medical work m the villages today. Are we to understand that one who 
has fully qualified himself by going through the course and training of a 
medical school of the nature I have described,, is in anv wav inferior to 
an ordinary fourth-year student of the Medical College?" If "it is not so 
there is no earthly reason why those students should be debarred from the 
opportunities which are extended to the students of the recognised Govern- 
ment medica institutions. For this reason I think the facilities asked 
for in the Bill have got to be extended to the people for whom they have 
been asked and the Bill proposing the same accepted. 

8J. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA : Mr. Deputy Speaker TOIttr, 

in wra TOif|c»R jw; wwH to Select Committees 

Select Oommitteera »n towi to itt; 

OowmmentCT S»tlt gri ^ Oro warp cnti to ti J ) ' em i 

Select Oommitteera*ttlfei TO' TO i IWlrat.g^TOf TOSi 

■»% cTOi^ M^cal School to University affiliated W TO CMW cTO «IH 
TOmi -rt*ffllktfonTO«n^’9*tWjtTOCTet*fl%TO9CT»^^| 
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♦tM¥CfC^i ^fcf cf>rqiiaok; w 

afi^tion *n ?tin *fM TOcq Wn c^rfOTi tj¥ qualified ®ti»ti i CT 

ws[ TOf *3^ ^ c^csr:?! ^1 ISiwws 9m cncim ^ ^ t ftf fsi tcf f%fi ¥Cf ct 

^ ^5OTr ^<rr c4c^ ?t7i w to wfirnrcf, ^ ^stcrr c^ ^r yW f C i 

cTO^iftTO^i Wn TOc^ CT ^ ^ i^TOiTO TOq*r ; 

'*i4Jhi TOT 'd^<r Tfcf ^ frro <itctr *n i 3t» to fi ait ct, cr to ftftf 
to ^ TOTi TO c^ TO ft? f?nr t?t ^fcf? to?? c?c?t ^(fro 

Hfr^?! TTO ?? I TO C? TO CfT?"^ \ 5 tc?? ?ttT, ^ 't?? 01 ?? fttWlTf 

TOf’t lc?t^ ^1? ?i I t5t??? ?i ^ ?i?t ??Ff?i fc? f?CTO?, Ttw ffg* c?i?iH^ malaria*? 
^ftr? TOT? ‘^1?^ c? TO Government TOi? TO f^tciapT ??5ft? TfCT I 

?IT?f ?fCT ^5tCT fro C? CTT? relief committee tro quinine fro? T ?c?? , ?tr?r ?TO fro 
•?Mtt5ft? tlFTra CBh TO? t c?ti TO Governmenifl? ?t^ tfn>^ ; c??t^ TtCfl ¥tt^ 

Ttt ?TO TO *TO ?f? ojt TO SfTfTO?, tftn tttf?? p|aotioe TO?? <??? tf?l qw 
TOC?? oit TO ^?^vfTOT?? CTO, '^Tfc?? Government registrational? T^wf^ftc? fit 
registered ®tvt? to c?? OTt? w??tfTf ? ?tcfi Cf*t*t t*ffr5 TO ?tCf i 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY : Ttf? oit ?TOI THftc?? 
f?Tt frj fro?? T lfTOl ? I Ttff ♦tnpf'fnr ftfr i c?ftc? Ttwrt? Medical Oflioor <nw ?¥? 
?ft I ff? ftcff ftftjf?? ftcff ?luc4 oiftr? Ttc?? I f%f? 'itft? — (Loud noise from 
the Coalition benches drowning the voice of the speaker). 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUODIN AHMAD : Sir, the hon’blo member h as said 
!‘TT?Tf tni Holland ?tc?f ” ; Is that Parliamentary ? 

Ma DEPUTY SPEAKER ; May I know, Khan Bahadur, the expression you 
have used ? 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: ’TCT Tfi f?r? ^ ^ mr? 

?1, ?T?3TTC?I (A VOICE: TT’RfC'F TO? CT? ?t?f? '^f) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Order, Order, Khan Bahadur, what is the remark 
you used ? ?t?f? fV fro?? ? Ttn? t? c?t ft r 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY : Ttf? ffTOf?, ft? ?m ftf? 
<at ff??t oppose Tfro? ffinn Dr, SanauUab fltsft? ff??K??, <flW?T ^[t5t Tfi ffrot ftfi 

?t?tf? I 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: Ttnf? to erf? TOff? fiftm vfinn ft? 

(Noise). 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: wrf? oit TO ffinrtf? 
(Interruptions and shouting drowning the voice of tlie speaker), to TOfftc? TOT? 
<?T^ ?tc? ifft ! iSf? Tfff f?Cvt i?tt fdfTC? Medical Secretary, Medical Parliamentary 
Secretary «??; Civil Surgeon?? ?t^?*fc? wtftc?? 5 TTtfft?t? ®lvf? supply Tfro ?ffTOC?? ?1 1 
Ttftl frffftlt cTOTT? TOT dispensary. TO ^ f^?? CffTC? ®Wf ?tY I “TOT? ^fro** 
4 f\ T?Tt?i ^fartr® fiwt?? c?8?i ?rt® ®t9t? ft? ?IT i Ttft? f?rv? dispensary 
ctvtf TOW ft? ?tt I TOtfTOi Tf??i T?:fT ?^'rn:*k? ft? ?? i ftt ®Twf? c?to? 
TTO TtftCfl ?lY I fdftc? etwte?? ft ffTT? TOIfl • ftCTO q???? T ffC gC ?? ,* ^ CfClf 
publican fffi Cf ??t medical school, coU^e, Cffifft Govemmont«Q? ft CffI? 

ftr? fiffll TO Tfitcf ^Jftcfi 06rtificate4f ert? ^ ftcf ?i i to Tff? fft c Bl? 
Of? fill fitft? ?f?*C?Ft? ftitf ftf^ TOCT fttl ftr ^pf TO? ?T C?^? uif? fl Mi?? 
tfftWhci ftooE? I To!? c?n c? *fn ctvt? TOL c? ?? Mpt? Government Medical 
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|So]iool 'RTfsr? rtr® *fH ▼filter c^nCf TO Dr. Sanauilah TOw 

<l#Btapr I m\ «rff5f wTi Vi ^ i «rfi ^ ^fsr 4^ m 4¥Sr Select Cbinmitteec^ 
Cr$n I ^ TOW c^ ?Fta! <ltw ^ i '•iww 4^ Government 

ft<n fTOCTW CVS? ^ I 4^ !jTO TO 4vfr TO \ TO!? c<fW 4v5t 

0tTO TOTO ^tn*r, cn wtw m .1 w 4vf^ certificate fwTf^ I ofctfl 4v6t c^rtv 

m ?mrfy vfinn to \ toi? vrffm 5rt% ^ i ^nif^ totwf i stro 

v?rwtv iftt'Tf TOfev vrtrw vIto ta Civil Surgeon TOtWJ 9^?n <1J fTO 

ftro TO ^ TOftto ?tTO to i 4^ cro to^ to 

TO M. B. ®tTO TOW TO » 4?^ ^ TOTQ 51^^ ‘RW 5rfiTWSfi[, TOW 

M. B. ctTO injection ftTO TO TOnn TO 4?^ cTOw 4^ ^ ^ evt^ *ftlTO^ 
'inw TO I fro medical schook, private Bchoo)49 EtTO CampbeU TO to 
^ TOtm injection fro wjp ^ 4^ ^ CTO ifn ^ i ^TOf, ^rfi^ vfTO 

^tr^, TOU medici^ TO 4^ CSTWW certificate 4 <^ recognise 
vtiTO TO W rtltw Emro to hi Select CommitteeCE 

OR 4Wn CTOW To VWtWE vta fro? I TOl vH 4?; vf? W 4^ 

^tTOn TO fiin CFTW c»TWrv to cvfro^r i 

Khflfl Stihib HAMIOUODIN AHMADs Sir, J beg to oppose the motion 
of Dr. Sanaullah for referring liis Bill to a Select Committee. I should 
like to explain in brief why (fovernmeiit cannot see its way to accept the 
motion of Dr. Sanaullah. The main object of the Bill is to amend section 
17 of the Bengal Utiedical Act, 1914, and my friend proposes to give per- 
mission for the registration of those persons who have undergone a full 
course of training in any Medical College or School recognised after the 
passing (»f the Act and obtained a certificate to that effect from the head 
of such approved College or School and who had been practising as 
medical pnu titioners on the date when the Act came into force. That is 
the first amendment proposed by Dr. Sanaullafi. In this connet'tion I beg 
to say that those who were (jualified prior to 1914 are mostly not in the 
land of the liv'ihg and those who did not avail of the opportunity in the 
year 1914~~which opportunity was extended for 4} years and in some cases 
for about JO years — rlo not any longer <leserve anv consideration. I 
think that there may be very few people of that nature who qualified 
themselves us far back ns 1914 and who will come forward to get them- 
selves regi5»tered now. I agree with my friend that there is a great 
scarcity of medical pnoditioners or doctors in Bengal. But I should like 
to ask Dr. Sanaullah and my other friends w’ho have supported him whether 
the registration of un(|ualitied or underqualified or almost quacks will 
remove that difficulty or will in any way remove the scarcity of doctors. 
The main proposal of Dr. Sanaullah is only to recognise some of these 
medical practitioners and nothing more. 1 feel that there are some private 
institutions which are imparting medical training to students 

ATUL CHANDRA CENs In a most efficient manner. 


HAMIDUDDIM AHMAD: 1 don t agree to that. If thev 
do and if they come up to the standard, when they will approach Govern 
ment,vGovemmeut will he only too glad to consider ‘the question of grantincr 
recognition to those institutions. »uwug 

The seroml propeeal of !>. Sanaullah is t« allow reRiatration of anr 
who has obtained proper training in any medical institution and 
;5«^joiii the medical profession within a year fmm the date of enforcement 
of this amendment Act of 1940, provided that ly? passes the final L M P 

Srii"" “^rinT*in one“lbi?f ;i 
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I submit that another proposal of Dr. Sanaullah is to rsmovo thoso 
m^idiral practitioners who have already repfistered themselves and have 
pot any kind of connection with any non-recof^nised medical institution. 
This will debar many of the best doctors w'ho are in one way or the other 
' connected with noii-recop:iiised schools and who are registered as medical 
practitioners. The main objects of the Medical Act are first, to protect the 
western medical science from dis-repute which may arise from want of 
proper training on the part of its votaries, secondly to e’nable the public 
to distinguish properly qualified men from those who are not so and ttiirdly 
to protect the holders of various degrees and diplomas from unfair competi* 
tion. If the proposal of Dr. Sanaullah is accepted, the main object of the 
Act will he frustrated. In the circumstances (io\ eminent have no other 
alternative than to oppose flu* motion of Dr. Sanaullah. 

The motion of Dr. Sanaullah that the Bengal Medical (Amendment) 
Bill, 1940, be referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) The IIon’hb‘ Minister in charge of the Ib^blic Health and Tjmml 
Sel f-( I o vei n men t Department , 

{2) Di-. A. M. Malik. 

(d) Dr. Mafizuddin Ahmad, 

(4) Mrs. Nellie Sen (hipta, 

(f)) Bai Sahib Ann kill Chandra Das, 

(Ci) Mr. B, A. Gomes, 

(V) Khan Bahadur Mauivi Kabiruddin Kban, 

(8) Mr. J. N. Smart, 

(9) Khan Sahih Mauivi Muhammad Hasanuzzaman, 

(10) Khan Baluufur Ilaji Badi Ahmad Chowdhurv, 

(11) Khan Bahadur Jasimuddin Ahmed, 

(12) Mr. J. W. Chippendale, 

(18 1 Mr. Hem Chandra Nasker, 

(14) Khan Sahih Hamiduddin Ahmad, and 

(15) Dr. Sanaullah (the mover). 

with instructions to submit their report by the 30th June, 1945, and that 
the quorum of the Select Committee be fixed at five, was then put and loit. 

The Bengal Hindu Women’s Rights to Agricultural Land Bill, 1M4. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, I beg to move for leave to 
introduce the Bengal Hindu Women’s Bights to Agricultural Land Bill, 
1944. 

(The Secretari then read (he short title of the Bill.) 

Mr. SURENORA NATH BISWAS: Sir, 1 beg to move that the Bengal 
Hindu Women’s Rights to Agricultural Land Bill, 1944, he taken into 
consideration. v 

Sir, I want to make no speech but would like to say only one or two 
words. My Bill is practically a re- version of the Hindu AVomen’s Rights 
to Property Act of 1937 passed by the Government of India, ^e reason 
for my bringing in this Bill in this House is that after that Central Act 
was passe<l, the Federal Court held that that Act did nut apply to agricul- 
tural land because “Agriculture” was a provincial subject. It was the 
duty of all Provincial Governments to bring in such Bills so (hai the 
essence of. that Act might apply to all including agricultural land in all 
the provinces. My regret is that the Government ot Bengal has not 
brought any such Bill for being passed into law the necessity of which was 
felt long ago. The}" will find that the other Provincial Governments 
have adopted such laws. I would only say that this Bill should have 
been psisseil long Igo, ana as I have m.oted foi^ consideration of the Bill 
I hope Government will see its w^y to accept my motion. 
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Hi* Hon’ble Mr. TARAK RATH MIIKl^JEA: Sir, I beg to move 
oy W of amendment, that the Benffal Hindu Women’s Eights to' Agri- 
cutural Land Bill, 1944, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion 
thereon, with your permission, by the Slst of March, 1945. 


Mr. SURENDRA NATH BiSWASs Sir, I accept the amendment. 
The motion of the Hon’ble Mr.' Tarak Nath Mukherjea that the Beniral 
Hindu Women’s Eights to Agricultural Land Bill, 1944, be circulated 
for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 31st of March, 1945 
was then put and agreed to. 


Adjournment. 

was then adjourned at 6-45 p.m. till 4 p.m. on Monday, the 
18th December, 1944, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 193S* 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Monday, the 
18th December, 1944, at 4 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Deputy Speaker (Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy) in the Chair, 
11 Hon’ble Ministers and 178 members. 

Oath. 

The following member made an affirmation of his allegiance to the 
Crown : — ^ 

Sir A. F. Rahman, 


Committee of Privileges, 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The following members have been elected 
to the Committee of Privileges: — 

(1) Mr. Mohammad Abul Fazl, 

{2} Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed tffioudhury, 

(d) Babu Kadhanalli lias, 

(4) Mr. M. Farliad Raza Choudhury, 

(5) Mr. Jogesh (diandra (lupta, 

(()) Maiilvi Hafizuddin Choudhury, 

(7) Mr. Syed Hasafi Ali Choudhury, 

(8) Maulvi Md. M(»zammel lluq, 

(9) Mr. Charu Chandra Roy, 

(10) Babu Madhusudaii Sarkar, and 
ill) Mr. J. R. Walker. 


Committee of Public Accounts. 

Mr. DEPUPTY SPEAKER: The following members have been elected 
to the Coiumitt(‘e on Public Accounts: — 

(1) Ml. Abul llu.sHaiii Ahmad, 

(2) Dr. ]Salinak9ha Sanyal, 

(3) Maulvi Ahmed Ali Mridha, 

(4) Babu Narendra Narayan Chakravarty, 

<5) Mr. Fpendra Nath Edbar, 

(6) Mr. 1). Gladding, c.i.e., 

(7) Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundu, and 

(8) Rai Sahib Jagat Chandra Mandal. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Further supplementaries to starred question Ho. 157. 

Or. NALINAKSHA SAHYAL; With reference to answer to starred 
Question No. 157, will tl.e Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if Govern- 
ment bad received any representation or complaint regarding the working 
of the emergency distribution scheme referred to in answer (a)(t)r ^ 

The Hoq^ble Mr. H. f SUHRAWARDY: There must hhve been 
several, because the trade did not like it at all. , 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister Im* pleas^ 
to state if Government have ascertained whether apart from the trade the 
actual consumers received th#j textiles at the contcolled prices as a result 
of the new scheme adopted? * 


37 
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Tfe# Hoit*bltf Mr* IIb 8« 8UHRAWARDY S It is not possible for 
Government to watch the sale of every j)iece of cloth but certainly a very 
large mimber of persons did receive cloth at controlled rates as there was 
general satisfaction among the consumers about that time. 

Dr» NALINAK8HA 8ANYALS ^ill the Hon’bic Minister be pleased 
to state if tioveriiment have at any stage published the names of the 
chosen retail shops through whom selective distribution was adopted and 
the number of bales or pieces ot cdothes at different periods made available 
to each of them? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I do not know, Sir, whether 
that has been done. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYALs Will the ITon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what machinery Government adoj)te(l to enable the ordinary 
consumer.s to know which shoj) is receiving Government's patronage and 
to whom pul)lie will have to look uj) to for supjdyy' 

Th6 Hon*bl6 Mr, H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I cannol say whaf Mas done 
in this w)une(;ti<>Ti. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Ministei be pleased 
to state if G(»vernment are aware that there were large number ot permit- 
liolders from amongst the so-called sele«-ted retail (1(‘alers who freely sold 
out those permits ami did not actually <lisplav foi sale the m)ods allotted 
to them? 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; Sir, I do not think it 
would he right to say that there were largt* number bf them. I have heard 
one or two cusc's of that kind and that was largely due to tin* fact that 
the wholesalers put them to all kimls of troui)lo in liamlin^ ovei the ‘»oods 
t(» them. ^ • 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: W’llb ret(>ienc(‘ to answ<T (In, will the 
Hon’ble Ministei be pleased to state what are the credentials ot the 
gentlemen mentioned therein as iorming a Tiibunal above (orriiption or 
influeme? 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Gm (an see, Sir, that 
Mr. Jones is the Provineial Textile Controller and he is in eliarge of the 
textiles ot Bengal. The other gentleman. Mr. S. C. Hoy, is the (Chairman 
of the Textile Advisorv Board and he is a very knowledgeable gentleman 
regarding textiles and a person in whose guidance I have complete 
confidence. And tlu' third is Khan Bahadur Jasimuddin Ahmed, m.l.a., 
wlio.se lionesty and integrity are alM)\e dispute. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: In selecting the Tribnna! did G(ivern- 
ment take the opinion of the trade either directly or indiieetly through 
the (^hamhers of (hmiiiierce? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; No. Sir. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that Mr. Jones, one of tlie members of the Tribunal, 
is not taking any active responsibility or has not so far taken any active 
res^ionsibility in the selection of shops? 

The Mon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I think this is just one 
place where Dr. Sanyal Jias tripped up. Mr. Jones has taken active 
responsibility and he has actually inspected the shops recommended and 
has been instrumental himself in selecting 98 shops. 

Dr, NALINAKSHA. 8ANYAL: AVill the* Hon Td^ Minister be pleased 
to state if Government have come across any principle or principles laid 
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down either by the Provincial Textile Controller or by Government or 
by the go-called Tribunal to enable them to find out whether the shops 
selected are really hona fide and are of suflicieut standing P 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Yes, Sir, the priuoiples 
have been laid down and I think they are referred to in the answer. 
They are more or less on these lines: so far as Calcutta is concerned, 
varioUvS Chambers of Cinnmerce and associations have been requested to 
suggest names and they are being selected on a zonal basis. They are 
not selected in one part of ('ahutt.i alone but are scattered throughout and 
the older firms and more rei)utable firms lune the first choice and a certain 
amount of attention to communal fairness. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With regard to the statement of 
zonal })asis, wlW the HoiChle Minister be pleased to state if Government 
are aware that the marketing of <'onsumers’ goods in (’alcutta has develop- 
eil not along the ztuial basis so much as along tht* con\enience 
of trade and concentration of tra<le to enable consitmers better choice at 
a local area like the Hogg Market, like the Colleg^e Street Market, like 
the Hiiira llazar ^larket and so ouP 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; T he honourahle member in 
probably correct For that reason certainly the markets have received 
imoi eonsideiatioii. but here in the matlei (d (amlrolled eommodities 
when we are carruiig the coiuiuodit ies near to tin* eousumer. it is advisable 
that tlie\ Nliould be disiriluited (Ui a zonal ba^is. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister lx* pleased 
to state I) GoNernm(*nt iia\e laid down any direetions ov principles to 
the SulidiMsi.mal ()tti(vl^ out^de Culmlla to give them a guidance us 
to bow tbe> should select tile bx al dealer or <lealers in respei t ol areas. 

The‘HOfl»ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAR0Y: Sir. the answer is given 
I would diied Dr Sanyul'N attention tn the answer given. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Have \.»u given any other direeiion 
than tliisP 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; 1 -I,, nm iliink any otlier 

direction has been given. 

Or. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: l> <li.' Minister aHim. that 

ill a numln-r of sulHlivisions, tho ioial SulniivisKmal (»th<cr« hav.- aelwleil 
liersous an.l hrnn. that oven .i« not posaw^ tho nicasary liwn.es under 
the Cotton Yarn ami Cloth Control Order!' 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No, Sir, 1 am not aware 

of that. 

Mr. I, D. JALAN: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state the 
nuinbe'r of retail textile (tow's dealers in Caleultu? 

Th« Hon’We Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 am not aware of that. 

Mr. I. 0. JALAN: Will the Uon’ble Minister tie pleased to atatc if 
it ifa fact that there are now three to four thousand dealer, in Cabutta? 

Th. Hon’M. Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAB0Y: Ah I hove said I anunot 

awal of ??ar I do not know , the exact fiKuren, but . ‘I- 

member (rives me sufficient notue, 'jT’nf Ve’tril dealers" fnd over and 

‘T ewie fj' 

iargin Ind aepHv^!^*Ibe Sar dealers of business and the 

trade margin. 
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Mr. I. D. JALAMs Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if 
it is possible to select 150 dealers out of at least 2,000 dealers in order to 
sell only fine cloths? 

Tfi® Hon’blo Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDYs I do not see any great 
drawbacks in that. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to the admission made 
in answer (c) and (d) that some amount of abuse is bound to happen in 
selective distribution, w’ill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if 
Government is considering the desirability of minimising such abuses by 
the jnevious publication of the names of persons and firms who are 
proposed to be selected, inviting objections to their being so selected, so 
that the Tribunal may be in possession of facts regarding their standing 
and business practice to enable them to come to a proper decision? 

Th6 Hon’bltf Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No, Sir. I do not propose 
doing that. * 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

(Unstarred Question No. 7G was then called.) 

Unstarred Question No. 72. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; Sir, unstarred question No. 72 of the 
I4th December ought to be taken first. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. That would not be taken up today., 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Why? We are ready and the Hon'ble 
Minister is ready, and, Sir, you are ])assing on to something without any 
notice and culling the next question. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Qu e.stion No. 72 was held back, because 
the member did not remember having .sent m)tice of that question. The 
other day I made it clear that it was disowned by the questioner himself. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Whether the member disowns or 
otherwise that is another matter. 

Ths Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, that is a very important 
question. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The other day I cancelled it. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: How can you cancel the question? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Because the questioner did not remember 
it. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: The member might have forgotten it. 
It was an old question. 

kir. HEPUTY SPEAKER; Mr. Mukherji saw Mr. Speaker and said 
that it was not his question. 

Or. NALINAKSHA SAtlYAL: Did he disown his signature P 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA .SANYAL: But, Sir,« there are certain revealing 
facts which I wanted to ’continue: 



QUESTIONS. 


571 


■ 1M4.1 


Th* Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZiMUDDIN: Sir, this question has been 

disowned W Mr. Muklierji. 1 also could not believe that Mr. Dhirendra 
Narayan Mukberji would have sent a question like this. 

Dfa NALINAK8HA SANYALs I am surprised. Sir, that a member 
could disown such a revealing question, and Sir Nawmuddin would 
become very uncomfortable. It was revealing most glaring instances of 
Government’s conservativeness. 

Mr* deputy SPEAKER: Order, order. Next. 

Dfi NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: All right. Sir. I have no objection 
to pass on to Unstarred Que.stion 70. 


Alleged discriminatory treatment in favour of British business interests by 
Director of Civil Supplies. ^ 

76. Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: (oi Is tlfe ilon’ble Minister in 
charge of the C'ivil Supplies Department aware that gnsil iliscontentment 
prevails in the Indian coiiimercial comnuiiiily for alh*ged diHcriininatory 
treatment in favour of British business interests by the Directorate of Civil 
Supplies P 

(b) Is it a fact that some member.^ of the Bengal Cliamber of Commerce, 
which mainly rejuesents British commercial interests, had been favouretl with 
priority sujiplies of essential foodstuffs long before similar privileges were 
extended to memlKUs of the ChamluTs of CommenQ* r(‘presenting Indian 
business interests P * 

{(') AVill the Hon'ble Minister la* plea.sed to lay on the Table a state- 
ment showing tlie list ot peixins ami organi.sitions in Calcutta and the 
suburb.^ plac(‘d in tlie jiriority list for the suppl\ of essential foodstuff’s and 
the weekly or monthly supplies allotted t<» each of ihemP 

(d) Is it a fact that Messrs. Shaw Wallace & ('o. have secured the 

largest volume of business tli rough the Directorate of Civil SiqipliesP 

(cj Is it a fact that this firm has be<*n ajipointed the sole iiurehasiiig 
agent for dal from Bihar on behalf of Bengal Directorate of Civil Supplies? 

(/) AVliat are the checks jirovidi'd to ensure that preferential treatment 
may not be indulged in by the J)irectorate of Civil Supplies P 

MINISTER in charge of the CIVIL SUPPLIES DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy): {a) No. 

(h) Yes, certain supplies of rice, dal and mustard oil were made to the 
Bengal ChamlK‘r of (Vmimerce in August, HD2', as thev were then already 
organised and had jirepured a scheme of purchase and distribution. The 
Chamber of Commerce Central Organisation (Indian) was not placed on the 
priority list till the 2nd January, H>4J, Irecause they had not formulated 
any scheme of purchase and di.stribution earlier. 

(c) A list of priority consumers showing the allotments of rice made to 
them in January, 1943, is laid on the Table. 

The allotments of dal, sugar and mustard oil were not regularly made in 
1943 but were given from time to time on the basi.s of a prescribed scale of 
per capita consumption, stocks permitting. ' 

Calcutta and suburbs have been rationed with effect from the 3l»t 
January, 1944, » 

{d) Messrs. Shaw Wallace & Co. have secured a large volume of business 
through the Directorate of Civil Supplies in common with other, mainly 
Indian, business interests. ^ ^ 

(c) They were feraporanly appointed as sole purchasing ajsfents in Bihar 
in 1943. t'arious Indian firms were also appointed purchasing agents for 
dal in different Provinces. 
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No preferential treatment is accorded to any firm or to any community 
by tile Directorate. 


Statement referred to in reply to clause (c) of unstarred question No. 76, 
slwwiny list of priority consumers so far approved with allotment of 
rice. 

Rice quota 
(monthly). 
Maunds. 


Ctilcutta Corporation 

Bengal and Assam Railway 

Bengal-Nagpur Railway 

East Indian Railway 

Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation 

Oriental Gas Company* 

Bengal Telephone • 

Calcutta Port Commissioners 
Hospitals 

Calcutta Fire Brigade 

Central Food Department (Calcutta Police) 

Police Rations Stores in industrial area 
Calcutta Improvement Trust 

Ordnance Factories (Cossipore, Ishaixm*, Clothing Factory and 
Map Office) 

Posts and Telegraphs ... .«. 

Alipur Storecard 
Evacuees 

Dirc'ctor of Induslries 

f/entral Committ(‘e for G.I. l)ei«irtmcnts and Sujjplv DeparliiK^nt 
W. B. Shop 

His Excellency’s Menials 

Reserve Bank 

Bengal Government Press 

CanUH?iis — (a) Marwari Relict Society, (h) Calcutta Defence 
Committee 
Bengal Chamber 
Indian Chamber 

Indian Motor Industries Association 
A.R.P.— 

(a) Entitled to free rations (Calcutta) 

(b) Entitled to free ratioii.c (Industrial Areas) ... 

(r) Entitled to Fair Price Ration, Calcutta \ 

(d) Entitled to Fair Price Ration (Indu'^trial Area) / 

('ivil Delence Ind. School 

(hvil Defence Instructors’ School ... ... .., 

Civil Defence Public Relations Committee ... 


6,750 

5,625 

5,625 

7.875 
1,500 

375 

264 

4.875 
1,978 

327 

2,074 

2,335 

280 


10,875 

840 

1,687 

300 

. 1,800 
3,724 
1,500 
168 
130 
320 


3,000 

2,00,000 

40,000 

340 


2,960 

2,590 


9,360 

48 

19 

12 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (h) “yes” 
meaning that the Bengal Chamber of Commerce was given preferential 
allot^nents 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; HowP 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Yes, that is admitted. 


Tht Hon'blt Mr. H, 8. SUHRAWARDY: No, no; it is not admitted. 

Dr. MALINAK8HA SANYAI^: The question is it a fact that eome 
members of the Bengal t^hamber of Commerce, which mainly represents 
British commercial interests, had been favoured with priority supplies 



• 1944 .] 


QUESTIONS. 


m 


of essential foodstuffs long l)efore similar privileges were extended to 
members of the Chambers of Commerce representing Indian business 
interests?’’ and the answer is “yes”. 

Mrt DEPUTY SPEAKER: What is your supplementary question? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mv question with reference to this 
answer is: will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state when were the 
Indian business interests informed of Government’s arrangements to 
supply them with priority supplies, if they organized themselves for 
receiving such supplies? 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: It is very diffi(ult to state 
the date. So far us 1 remember all the Chambers ot Commerce were 
informed at one and the sam(‘ time. The Indian (diamber4 of (\)mmerce 
took a considerable amount of time to make arrangements. J remeiubor 
this point distiuctl>, because 1 was most un.xious tc* give supplies to the 
Indian Cliambers of Commerce in order that they may distribute the 
commodities amongst tlieir constituents, but tliey did not jiut up any 
scheme. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Does the llon'ble Minister remember , 
that the Indian ChamlnuN of Commerce jointly put up a representation 
to (ioveniiiient complaining that they were not given a chance and that 
jireferentia] allotments on priority ha^is was being given to tlie llengal 
Chamhei of Commen'e, to which they received a reply that similar 
facilities would be giv'en to them, if they could uIho organiz«‘ themselves 
in the Mime maiim-i? 

TheJIon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 do not exaetly rememWr 
it So laf <!■' 1 I'eiio'iii hei what th(*y wei’t* t<dd was that the_\ would get 
the Niipi'iiev, It th('\ Oigaiiized themselves in a manner similar to the 
Bengal Cliambef of ' ( 'oimiieice. but without organizing themselves, they 
put ioiward a i-oinplaint. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL; Even after the Indian (’ommereial 
communitv weie put on the list, will the llon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if he i> aware that the supplie> given to them wvre very miirh lower 
in proporlion to their dnitafol^ than the eonesponding demand of the 
Bengal Chambei of ('ommerce’s constituents? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: No, Sir, that is far too 
vague a (|Ue*.tion. 

Or. MALIKAK8HA SANYAL: Will (hr Ilim’Wi- Minisi.T tic plcuiictl 

to state it be lia> otitaiiicd the fttriircs ol Hcrkly siiIiplicH to imority 
coiucrns ahicli were a-ke.l fm in .picsli.in (.1 tor uliicli a total "tatement 

of tlicm. Wliy was not any inionnatioii collcctcil amt mipplml. 
it too inconvenient? 

The Hwi’ble Mr. H, 8. 8UHRAWABDY; We 1 "’"'b 

obtaining a inas. ot intorniation rc(tar<linK crery »ieh urn < 

Dr. MALIHAK8HA 8AJIYAL: Will the Hop’We Minister be pleased 
to slate why a parflcular month wa« chosen. , 

TIM Moii'We Mr. H. 8 . SOHBAWABDY; I do not know. 
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(Oft NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state, if he is aware that during certain months, the Indian Commercial 
Food Purchasing Organisations were supplied with very meagre supplies 
and at the same time correspondingly the Jiengal Chamber of Commerce’s 
constituents have been getting considerabl3’ large supplies!*' 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; I could not follow that. 

iDr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: AVill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state, if he is aware that in the matter of allotments of wheat for 
milling purposes preference was given to three European firms of 
Calcutta and one Indian firm only and no basis waft made of the milling 
capacity of the respective constituents to whom the wheat was supplied.^ 

The Hon’ble Mr.^ H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I think the honourable 
member is incorrect. An account of the capacity of the various mills 
was taken and certaih mills were given wheat for purposes of milling, i.e., 
those who were prepared to accejit the conditions put forward by the 
Department. I believe wheat was supplied to 4 big mills of which 3 are 
European and one Indian. It happens to be so. 

^ Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: It must be so. Will the Ilon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state, if he is aware that as a result of special 
favour shown to these three big European mills a large number r)f smaller 
mills and chalnwaUas suffered terribly during the period for want of wheat 
for crushing? • 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; 1 do not agree that there 
was any preferential treatment given t(» tluropean mills. The ♦ question 
is a little bit involved. The ])rinciple.s ai)plicable to mills were not 
applicable to rhnkhra]fa.s and they had nothing to do with (‘ach other. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the IIoiTble Miinster be pleaded 
to state what commission and what reduction were allowable to the mills 
in the matter of milling flour and otto from wheat .supplied to them? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8U1HRAWARDY: I do not know that. It is 
too detailed an information. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be please 
to state, if he is aware that huge profits were put into the pockets of the 
mills in this connection for a similar work which could be done by 
vhakiwaUa» at practically half or even less than the allowance given to 
them? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I am not pre])ared to agree 
to that. 

Dr. HALINAK&HA 8ANYAL: With regard to the appointment of 
Messrs. Shaw Walla<‘e & (’o., as the sole purchasing agent in Bihar of 
dal for some period, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state, if any 
tender was invited and if before appointing this firm a.s the sole purchasing 
agent on behalf of Ooveriiraent any attempt was made to find 
out •whether the same work could l>e done by an Indian firm on the same 
or better ‘terms for Government? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8.* 8UHRAWARDY; So far as I remember this 
firm was appointed as the sole purcha.sing agent long before we came into 
office. 

Dr. NALiNAK8HA 8AHYAI^: That does W matter. 

ThO Hon’blf Mr. H.*8. 8UHRAWARpY! I did i>ot make enquinea 
as to how and w'hen they came to* he appointed. 
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Appoifitment of Speoial OfRoars for Daoqa City Rolitf Committao. 

n. Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: («V Will the Hon^ble Mimster in 
charge of the Civil Supplies Department l)e pleased to state whether the 
Government have recently ap|K)iiited two retired Superintendents of Police 
as Special Officers to supervise the work of the l]^cca City Relief Com- 
mittee ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affinnative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the Committee — 

(i) asked for the loan of two officers; and 

{ii) approved the personnel of the apj)ointmen(s that have been made? 

Tho Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY. {a) Yes, at the request of 
the President of the Dacca Relief Committee to relieve him of the work of n 
routine nature. 

(b) (i) No. ‘ • 

(u) The Committee did not formally approve the personnel of the 
appointment. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN; With r4*ference to answer {n), will the 
Ho’n’hle Minister he pleased to stat(‘ whether these two ndired Superin- 
tendents of Police are still functioning as officers of the organisation of 
the City Relief (Vuninittee in 4|ucstionr' 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: These gentlemen, I do not 
think, are SnperinUMnlents of dNdice. Now, tlM*v are honoumhle retired 
gentlemen whose ser\ices 4tre heiiig utilised. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: M> quest ion is whether they }»re still 
working Os officers ot the ('ommittee in (jueslion. 

The H0fl»ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I believe, they are. 

Mr, ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the floiChle Minister be pleased to 
state what work are they doing now?* 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY. They arts at present engaged 
in distri})utiiig supplies in Dacca. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN. Will the Hon’l)]4* Minister be pleased to 
state, it tliev are responsible lor maintaining the accounts!* 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: How do I know that!* How 
can I know' that? 


Rioe position in Pabiuu 

78. Mauivi AZHAR ALI: (o) Will the Hon'bie Minister in charge of 
the Civil Sujiplies Depart meiit Im‘ pleased to state whether tho district )f 
Pabna is a deficit district in resjK'ct of jiroductioii of paddy? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, wdll tho Ilon’hle Minister 
be pleased to state* — 

(/) the reasons why it was declared a surplus district during the last 
August and September; 

(u) the data upon which it was so done; 

(tit) whether it was subsequently rectified; 

(fr) who is responsible for the rejKirt thal the district is a surplus one; 
and 

(r) that there was no supply of foodgrains for a con.siderable period in^ 
the ru^l areasiin five or six thanas oLthe district? 

(c) If the answer to (b) in* the affiAnative, will the Ho&’ldo 

Minister be pleased to state the reasons thereof? 
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The HM*ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: (a) Yes. 

(b) (i), (ii) and (n?) 0^ the statistical evidence then avaUable, it appeared 
that the Pabna district was likely to have some surplus with the harvesting 
of the ous crop and it was accordingly decided to make purchases there; but 
fiuch purchases were small and intended for use in the deficit areas of the 
same district. Pabna was never declared a surplus district as such. 

(Hi) Yes; under the aman procurement scheme Pabna has been classed 

a deficit district. 

(v) and (c) IVecise reasons for the alleged failure of supply cannot be 
given unless the localities concerned and the j)€riods of failure are specified 
80 that the matter can be investigated locally. 

Alleged scarcity of rice in certain places of Hooghly. 

79. Mr. SUKUMAR^DUTTA: in) AVill the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Civil Supplies l)ej)artment be pleased to slate whether it is a fact — 

(i) that rice fit for human consum])tion wjis not available in the shops 
of HfK)ghly-ChiiiHuiu and neighbouring localities during the third 
and fourlh weeks of January, 1944; and 

{ii) that the local dealers at that time refused to purchase rice from the 
MililarN Authorities in Hooghly-t'liinsura as the stuff was unfit 
for human consumption? 

(h) [f the answer to (a) is in the uffirmati\(', will the non4)le Minister 
1)e plea.sed to state what steps the District Authorities took to supply good 
<]ualitv of rice to the ])eople of Hooghly <Ii, strict? « 

(c) Is it a fact that tlie rice mill owners oC Hooghly district made repre- 
centations to the Assistant Director of Civil Sui)plies. Hooghly, and to the 
Deputy Director of Civil Supplies for llooghlx district in the middle of 
January, 1944, alsuit their inability to mill and sell rice at Ils.ld-6 per 
inaund as offered by the agent of Messis. Shaw Wallace & Co., the Chief 
Agents of the area, as they liad had to ])urchase paddy at Rs.8-8 to Rs.9 per 
muuiid ? 

(d) If so, will the Hoirhle Minister l>e pleased to state what steps were 
taken by the authorities to redress the grievances of the rice mill (►wners 
of Hooghly district ? 

(c) Will tlie Hoirhle Minister he pleased to state the reason for scarcity 
of good rice in the Hooghly district at the controlled price in January, 
1944? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The facts alluded to in 

the (|iu*stiou are not correct. 

{ii) The dealers did refuse to take delivery from a particular stock of 
lice which was then due for issue in accordance with the order of receipts. 
It was not unfit for human consumption. 

(()) Does jiot arise. 

(r) Only one representation was received. 

(d) As tlie mill owners had the means of redress ready to hand in the 
shu])e of a reference to the Purchasing Hoard, (lovernment took no steps. 

(c) There was no considerable scarcity. There was, however, a slight 
' tlelay *in imjiorting g(K)d annin rii'e lieeause of political and commercial 
opposition fo the aman procurement and distribution scheme. 

• 

8oaroity of and sugar candy in Hooghly district. 

80. Mr. 8UKUMAR DUTTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Civil Supplies Deparknent be pleased to stMe whether it is a fact tlmt 
sugar and sugar candy art* not available^ in the shops of Hooghly distric); 
for aboujk a month ? 
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(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state--- 
(i) the stocks of sugar at on — 

(1) Jst December, 1943, and 

(2) 1st January, 1944, 

under the District authorities in the Ilooghly district ; and 
{ii) the jdace where such stocks were keptP 

(c) Is it a fact that there had been a shortage of sugar in the Hooghly 
district during December, J943, and January. 1944? 

(d) If so, w’ill the Ilon’lde Minister be pleased to state the reason for 
such shortage? 

(e) Is the ITon’ble Minister aware that date //wr was selling in the market 
in Ilooghly district at prices 19 to 15 annas per seer during 1943 and January, 
1944? 

(/) If the answ’er U> (r) is in the ufhrmative, wMl the Ilon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what steps, if any, were taken t«>^‘ontrol the high pricea 
oi //f/r in Ilooghly district? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: (o) Yes. 

(b) (i)(}} 2.7()9 bags ami (21 9!U bags. 

XI/) With wholesale dealcis who rendered tort nightly accounts. 

(c) Yes. 

id) The reason for the shortage was that for want of wagons the augar 
mill linked to the Hooghly district could not send the DeceinlnT and January 
(piotas till the 12tli of Febr uary , FHJ. 

.c) Yo. In December, 1943. the price of dale //t/r was 11s. 15 |)er mauud. 
The price in Febniai\ was H'' 22 per maund. 

(/) l)oes not arise. 

Scarcity of coal and salt in some places of Hooghly. 

81. Mr. 8UKUMAR DUTTA: (o) Will the Ilon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Civil Supplies llcpartnicnt l)e pleased state whether it is a fuel-- 

(i) that soit coke was not available in H(K)ghly-('bins,ii-n and neighbour- 
ing localities for the greater part of Dccenils-r, 1943, nnU 
Jaiiuarv, 1944; and , 

trr) that salt was scarce in (’hinsiiio and neighhounng locahtie.s in lUe 
middle of Jaiiuais. 1944? 

(/>) If the answer to (//) is in the aHinuative, will the llon’hle Miu.sier 
l)e ]ieased to state what steps weie taken b> the Imal authorities to maintain 
adequate suppls o{ coal and salt in these ureas? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: (a) (/) It is not a fiut that 
soft ((.ke was not available. The supply, however, was inadequate for want 
of wagons, 
ur) Yo. 

(b) Dws not arise. 

Rationing scheme in submts of MeutU. 

82. Khan Bahadur JA8I MU DDIN AHMED: Will the Hoii’blc Minister 
in charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to statue whether he 
is (onsuleriiig the desii-ubilitv of including mrul areas by the suburbs of 
Calcutta, viz., Union.s of Metiabiuz, Mahestala and Tollygunge thanas, in 
the rationing scheme of Cab utta? 

The Hon’ble iNf. H. 8. fUHRAWAROY; Ai^iresent there is no propo^ 
to include the rural areas by' the suburbs of Calcift-ta, viz., Uniims of Metia^ 
bniz, Mohestala and Tollygunge Aianas, in the rationing scheme. 
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Supply of ration to omptoyoao of Pirojporo Civil Court 

CrEt' 

, , . •"»'“J."itk'i3ion7or BiJsuganj, ,ere i.ot 

' perirf?™’"”' «»• -"PPW with „,i.n 

(...) 

i-Vk^ 

{rv) fhat no reply was piven to the telepram? 

, be plew^^^to sfatl!! affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 

%)\lTr treatment; and 

(«) the steps taken to prevent reenrrenee such things in future = 

ataJl: su";!*'? *,“”ot>m.;'’“\^ 

in 4i.s connection werMorwarded bv hbiiTrtT'V K .District Magistrate 
pur, for necessary action ' Officer, Piroj- 

(tr) The .Snbdivisional Officer. Piroipnr. sent .a reply to the Rnb,i;visi„ual 
(ft) (0 Does not arise, as no differential treatment was made, 
to prevent *hrs1o.'kfr(,n/n,n,Ih^^^^ 

8J. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA* ivui r 

repWa”®"’”'* *' «««"AWARDY! I do not know what the 

^legrams for distribution oVralL.?”o\trfo?fhe"Vwn^^^^^ 
monies, no arrangement was made for supplying them with ration? 

inridiji SvT pwA,^rt“y*i?L»;*,. T d" .s'srs 

has been repeated. The matter is closed and dead. 

Fail^iur Control Co-oparativo Bank as a Covommont stookM. 

of £ PiVil’ f <“) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
w« ®"PP''.®s Department aware that Faridpur Central Co-operatife 
HaAk was the stockist for Government rice till recently? 

the Hon*bIe Minister be pleased to stfite the reason why 
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The Hon’Me Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: (a) Yes, the Bank was one ef 

the many stockists in the district for Government rice imported before the 
Aman Procurement Scheme came into operation. 

(h) The Bank was never selected as a purchasing Agent for Governm^t 
Scheme. Therefore, the question of its replacement by Messrs. Ispahan! A 
CJo. does not arise. The Bank still continues as u Government stockist for 
several commodities, viz., wheat, ntta^ flour. mHlets, dal, barley, salt and 
sugar. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 
(to which oral anawert were given) 

Construction of dining shed for division III prisoners in Comiila Jail. 

M58. Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR 8UR: ui) h the llon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Dcjwrtment aware of the fad — ’ 

(i) that there is no dining shed for division 111 prisomu's in the Ooinilla 
Jail ; . 

{ii) that absence of a dining shc<l cauM*s inconvenience to such prisoners 
during rains and in the sun : 

(Hi) that the attention «d the (fONernnuuu was jueviously drawn to this 
matter in this House; and 

{iv) that (Tovernment assured that loMessarv action would 1 m* taken 
in the mutter'" 

{h) If the aiiswer^o (a) is in the aflirmuti\e, is the Uon’hle Ministei con- 
sidering the desirability of constrinting a dining shed in the Comilla Jail 
and in other jails where there is no dining slied ? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’blo 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): The ('omillu Jail has been dosed. 

(/>) A numbei of schemes l»»r the proNision of dining sIumIs in certuio 
jails have lM‘en under examination. So far it has Ihmmi imiiossible to imple- 
ment them owing to hok of funds and .scarcity of building mateiiuls, 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 10 minutes.) 


( A ft^r adjou rn me n f . ) 

Detention under rule 26 of Defonoe of India RuIm. 

*159. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA CANCULI: (u) Is the Hon bio 

Minister in charge of the Home LK*partment aware — 

(i) that rule 36 of the Defence of India Rules, under which more than 
a thousand security prisoners have still Imhui detained has been 
declared to be invalid by the Federal (.’ourt of India; 

{ii) that the subsequent validating Onlinance passed by His Ex<*ellency 
the Governor-General of India has been declaretl to he ultra vire$ 
by the Sjiecial Bench of the Galcutia High Court 
(b) If the answer to (a) is in the aftinuative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
he pleasetl to state what steps he intends to t'lke about the release of the 
security prisoners who have still iH-en detaine<l under rule 36 of the Defence 
of India Rules? 

Tho Hon’bie Kliwa)a Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) and (b) The honourable 
member is referred to my replies to starred (question No. 19, asked by 
Mr. Nishitha Natff Kundu on the 32nd November, 1944. 



Madioal traatiiwnt of Mr. Santi Smgh Roy, a soourity prnoiMr. 

*160. Mr. KHACENDRA MATH DAS CUFTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister iii charge of the Home Hepartnieiif h,. j.leased to state whether it 
k * fact — 

(i) that Mr. Sauti Singh Hoy, a scourity prisoner, has been sutferinir 
troiii append icitis, ear, nose and throat troubles for a lontr time 
past; 

<n) that in February last, while the .securitv prisoner was in Busa 
Special Keserve Jail the ('ivil' Surgeon, Jalpaiguri district, 
medically examined him and recommended for his immediate 
transfer for medical treatment, .X'lay examination and surgical 
operatiffii, if necessary; 

(iti) that ill March last, an rndet was i.ssned tor his transfer but before 
he was transferred that transfer (»rd('i wa> cancelled- 

(iv) that aeveral remindeiN were sent l.y the Superintendent of the Buxa 
Sliecial Jail'hiit no further order for his transfer «us leceived 
till tlie IGtlf July, last; 

M that the Superinfendeiil, in older lo >ave his life sent him on lhaf 
date lo the Jalpaiguri (ieiieral Hospital for X’rav examination 
operation and medical treatment; ami 

(ri) that on the oth .\iigusl last, he «a. tiaiisfVned trom the Ifospital 
to the Jalpaiguri Jail without any X’rav examination or 
Operation y 

(h) If the answer to (>,) is in the affirmatixc. will (he lloiri.le Ministei he 
pleased to state the nui.son for not giving him ]uo|)«*r inedicul treatment-" 

p«Hon*bleKhwaJa8irNAZIMUDDIN: ui) On the ISIh Fehman UW 

the Siiperintciident of the Buxa Special Beseiv,. Jail telegraphed to Iiispe, tori 
(ieneral of I nsons th:it security i»nsoncr Santi Singh Hov had been, svifter- 
• ing from suspected chronic appcmiicitis ..otf that his immediate transfer to 
( ulciitta w:is advisable as major operutioii was not po.ssibjo at Buxa On 
receipt of this lelcgnim the Jnspectm-Ocneial ot Prisons sunctioned the 
transfer of the piisoncr to Alipme Oeiitial dail on tin- Ff'bniarv PO-'l 
The prisoner was fhoroughly examined In the ('ivil Surgffui. Jali.aiguri on 
the mth February, 194-^, who found nolbing sciious and ajiproved the c ourse 
of treatment thus fur followed in the case and also prescribed some addition’ll 
medicines He also advised the iirisoner’s removal to the Jalpaiguri District 
Jail tor A ray examination us he suspecteil tliat the symptoms of the case 
were suggestive of apfiendicitis. On receipt of Jnspcctor-GeneraPs order 
sanctioning transfer of the prisoner to Oalcutta, the Jail Superintendent there- 
fore, reported that the prisoner’s condition had eonsiderablv improved and 
that Ills removal to Talcutta w’as no longer considered necessary. In the 
circumstances the- transfer order referred t(. above was cancelled bv Govern- 
men t on the ‘J7th February, PMJ. The jirisoner was later on sent to the 
Jalpaignin Sudar Hospital for X’ray examination hut had to be sent back 
to jail for wimt of proper He was finally removed to the 

( aleuttii Medical College Hospitals in November, 1943, and ‘after a successful 
operation for appendicitis there he was sent bai k to the Buia Special Reserve 
Jail. 


(b) Does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: With reference to the prolonged 
suffering of the security pnsoner from 23rd February to November, 1943 
will the Hon ble Minister .be pleased to state if Government had anv 
penouical reports about the condition of the patient with regard to the 
•uapected case of appendicitis complained ofP 

^ th. 

•ttention of th» honourabfe member to the fact that this cancellation took 
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place previous to our takin^r over cliar^ye and secondly it was during our 
regime that he was brought back and^opern ted upon. Surely we have no 
information about the periodical reports. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if within the short perirul between the 2'lrd of February, 19-^3, when 
the Inspector-General of Prisons sanctioned tlie transfer of the priaoner to 
Alipore Central Jail and the 27tli of Fehriiarv, 194-3, when the order of 
transfer was lancelled, any coinjK»tent medical opinion was taken? 

The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Oh, yes: tlie answer is in the^ 
affirmative. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: AVill the ITon'hle Minister he plea.sed 
to state it the suhse(jnent rc(|uiieinent of operation on fliis patient as late 
as Noveniher, 1943, as a result of similar medical examination? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; Well, it is very difficult to- 
say that. Evidcntl\. the mediedne pre.scrihed for liim did not have as much 
result as was t‘Xpe( ted and later on therefore it was found iieces.sary to 
operate upon him. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’hlc Miui.stor he pleased 
to state who was the competent medical officer who advi.sed ndrnnsfer or 
cancellation ot fl»e transf<‘r order and the order for sending him hack to 
Buxa ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 would refer the mernher to 

answer (o ) . 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8/VNYAL: 1 want to know' who was the officer by 
name? 

Tt)p Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The Civil Surgeoiu 
-falpaiguri. ^ 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the 11 on’ble Minister he pleased 

to "taU' the ( na unistances under wliieh and the rea.sons for W'hich the 
pri.>oncr ( (mid not he sent in Calcutta Medical College wdimi it w'as discover- 
ed that lliei(‘ wjis inadeqiiacN of accommodation in tin* Jalpuiguri Sadnr 
Hospital and h(‘ wa> sent Isuk to the jail a^ referred to in the answer? I 
mean t(» sav wliv was he ncnt hack to Jiiixa and not sent tn the Calcutta 
M<*dical College? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I want notice. 

Enquiry into allagations against Cirol. Offloer, Satkhira. 

*161. Mr. PATIRAM ROY: Mill the Hon’hle Minister in charge of 

the Home Department he pleased to state— 

(i) whetlier an enquiry was held in Af>ril, 1943. hy Mr. Martin, the then 

Commissioner, in respect of tlie allegations made against th<‘ Circle 
Officer, Satkhiia, regarding tlistrihntion of jwtato seeds ami 
quinine ; 

(ii) it so, what action has lieen taken hy Government in the matter; 

and 

(Hi) if not, why not? 

(hV Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state — 

(i) whether it is a fact that fresli allegations of corruptions hy the said 

Circle Officer have been made to the District Magistrate by the 
local public ; 

(ii) if so. wh^t actioi^bas f)een taken in the; matter; 

(iii) whether any enquiry into the mutter haa^been made; 
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that he was ordered to be transferred to 


(w) whether it is a fact 

Patuakhali; ^ 

(v) whether that order was subsequently cancelled ; and 

(vi) if so, the reason of cancellation? 

The Hon’Me Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: (a) (i) Not in 1943 but in 1944. 

(ti) As Mr. Martin found the oflScer not guilty, no action was taken. 

(Hi) Vide (ii). 

(I>) (i) to (ut) The only such allegation received hy the District Magistrate 
apjiears to he in a statement handed to him on the 24th October 1944 bv 
Mr. Hashemy. the face of it, the statement jiroceeds from rumour 
Mr Hashemy slated verhally to the District Magistrate that he was content 
to leave this matter in his hands. 

(rv) and (v) Yes. 

(vi) The Circle Officer apjdied for transfer from Safkhira but later on 
withdrew his applicatioi^, 

to Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 

* '® “’legations against the Circle Officer 
’“Rl'e/ P'-lccs to be charged on controlled 
sugar and kerosene to enaUe a part of the extra collections to be set apart 
for public utility work at Satkhira? ^ 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: As far as 1 am aware it was 
answer ^ ^ cannot give a definite 

Mr. GHARU CHANDRA ROY: IVill the H«m-l,le Minister plea.se tell 
b/thU CHclIoffi^^^^^ '‘f nuinine 


The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: 


1 want notice. 


Burglanea within Baliygunge polloMtation. 

in .We Will the Hon'ble Minister 

in charge of the Home Deimrtiiient Iw pleased to slate whether it is a fact— 

(t) that burglaries are recently m-curriug very fretpiently in Dover Lane 
and in the neighlmuring area under Baliygunge police-station ; 
(tt) that ornaments have lieen snatched away from the body of respect- 
able ladies by burglars and life and jiroiieitv are in danger in 
thnlnrea; * ^ 

(iii) that a daring burglary was committed at the residence of Mr D K 
Basu Barnster-at-Uw, of 16/2E, Dover Lane, and ornaments 
worth about Its. 14,000 or more were stolen. 

(fit) investigation has ns yet been made regarding this 

(r) that Mr. Basu wrote to the Commissioner of Police on the 19th Octo- 
ber. 1944, requesting him for investigation in the matter and 
no reply was received; and 

(i-i) that a finder was sent on the 2nd November, 1944, but no rei.lv 
has been even up to now re<^ivedP * ‘ 

(i») Will the Hon’ble Minister 1« plea,sed to state what steps if auv 

have been taken to trace the burglar and the stolen property? 

(c) Is it a fact that the local people offered to organise vigilance corps 

rejeeWr" 

t ^ NAZIMMDDIN; („) (.) I„ the neighbourhood 

of Dover L^e 16 oases of burglary occurred during? the quarter, September- 
, November, this year as against 10 during the prweding quarter. ^ 
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(ii) Only one such case has l>een reported. It will not l)e correct to «ay 
that life and i)io])erty are in danger in the area. 

(iii) Yes; hut the pro|MMtv >toleu was worth Its. 2, 800 only and not 
Es. 14,000. 

(ir) and (c) Xo. 

A letter was written hut no reply was necessary as un investigation 
had already })een taken up. 

(ui) A reminder was received on the 14th Xovemln'r, 1}M4, and replied 
to immediate!} . 

(b) The Detective Department Inspector suiK*rvlM‘d the investigation and 
Foot and Finger l*riut experts were called in. Special ])atr()ls w’ere also put 
out. A susj)ect was atfre.sted and his houso was searched. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon'hle Alinister be 
pleast‘d to .state in liow many of these case.s repolted during six montha 
in the ueighbourluMKl of Dover Lane investigation haS resulted in detection 
of the culprits ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the llon’hle Minister he pleased 
to state if it is a tael that a n'jiresentntion was made by the resident.s of the 
Ball} gunge area, the lliTidustluin Sanglia, to tht‘ local police offic'ialfl and to 
Government that one jxitent reason tor the large number of burglaries is 
the inadequac} nt the iiuniher ot police ccuistahles attached to the Bally- 
gunge thana ( ommeikgirate with the increased population of the area P 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 do not know about that 
hut it ajipears fnnii the r«‘plv that .s]H*eial patrols wen* pul mit lliere as a 
result of t his ( (iiiiplaini 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: With regard to answer (//) — only 
one "IK h c.i"i* liii" hceii reportt‘d--ahoul snatching awa} ornumenls of 
ladic.s, what ill \ cst i^a t ion has he(*n iiia<)e in that ••ase and with what 
result i' 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 ask f >i noti<e 

Mr, J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Willt regard to answer (/o» — the 
property stolen was wortli Ks. only and not Its. 14,000— R^. 14,000 

was the valuation of the owner wIk) lost it. Who valued it at Us. 2,800— the 
thief or the police ? 

The Hon*ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I think after investigation 
it was found that the lost property w'as worth Rs. 2,800. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Mill the Ifondile Minister he pleased 
to state if he is aware that among the hou.ses burgled is the houee of the 
Hon’ble Mr. Barada Prosanna Pain, Minister of Government? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not know that. 

Appoifitment of Scheduled Caste oandiclitai to posts of Agricultural 
Inoome-Tax Offlears. « 

MSS. • Rai Sahib MONMOHAN DAS: t.;) Will the Ilon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Finance Department lie pleastvl to state — 

(i) whether it is a fact that fifteen appointments have recently lieeu 
made by. the Dejiartment for the jKists of Agricultural Income-tax 
Officer of Grades J and II ; 

(u) if 80, the number of them that are-^ 

(1) Muslima, • 
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(2) Caste Hindus, and 
(8) Scheduled Castes? 

(h) (i) Will the Hon’ble Minister be .nleased to state whether it is a fact 
that none has iK^en taken from the Scheuuled Castes tor the Grade No. 1. 

(it) Jf so, why not ; and 

(Hi) What are the recjuisite qualifications for the aji^intment of Grade 
No. I? 

MINISTER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tulsi Chandra Coswami): (a) (<) Yes. 

(ii) (1) 4 in Grade I and 4 in Grade II. 

(2) 8 in Grade I and 2 in Grade II. 

(8) 2 in Grade II. 

(h) (i) Yes. ^ 

(ii) The Public Service Commission could not find any applicant of Sche- 
duled Castes fit and suitable for apjKuntment to Grade I. 

(Hi) (’andidates for the posts of Afrriciiltural Income-tax Officer, Grade I, 
should j)o.ssess experience in Settlement, Kha** Mahal or Court ol Wards work 
or a kiH)wledg“e of Zamindarv manag’eiuent and accounts. In the ca.se of a 
candidate who is a llejriwtered Accountant or has served for not less than 
two years in the Indian Income-tax Department or the Benj^ral t'omm-^icial 
Tax Dejrnrtment, previous exinuience of revenue work or knowltHl^’e of 
/aniindai'y luanajjement will not Ik* iii.‘<ist(‘d on. ^ 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (6)(/n will 
the Iltm’ble Minister be pleased to state the order of recommendation of the 
Public S(*rvice (^^mmission for the appointnnuits to Gracie I officers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, all tiie aj)point- 
iiieiits were made on the recommendati(m of the IMiblic S(‘rvice Commission. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. W'ill the Tlon'ble Minister be please<l 
to state if be i.s in a |)(»sitit)n to let us bavf the names of the persons recom- 
mended for apixiintment h\ the INiblic S<*rvice Commission and the nam(‘s 
of the persons whom the (iovernment ultimatel\ af)pointed? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: G overnment apjioint- 
ed all the officers in consultation and in accordance witli tlie advice of the 
J*ublic Service (huiimission 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: W’ill the IloiCble Minister be pleased 
to state if be is aware that one Mr. Kakhahari Ciiatterji was one of the 
persons recommended by the Public Servi(‘e Commission who was not 
iinbsequeutly appointed ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: I state from ixcol- 
lection that the name ot Mr. Kakbabari Chatterji was recommended in the 
first instance by the Public Service Commission. Certain other facts were 
found out about him and the list was referred back to the Public Service 
Con inissiou who afterward.s cancelled the selection. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: YTill the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state since when Governr.ient have been adopting the practice of referring 
bark to the Public Service Commission for revision in the light of Govern- 
ment’s own iHH'ommeudatioii ? 

Tht Hon’blo Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI; Certain obvious 
informations were fouuc^ in recoiisideration of certain cases and they were 
brought to the notice of the Public Service Commission. 
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Dr. NALINAKSHA 8 ANYAL: U the Hon ’ble Minister aware that 
tbie Mr. Rakhahari Chatterji is still in the service of Government and is 
there anything which disables him or makes him incapable of holding a 
Government appointment 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL 8 I CHANDRA C08WAMI: He was found 
unsuitable for this particular appointment. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8 ANYAL. Who found him to be unsuitable for 
this particular appointment ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL 8 I CHANDRA C08WAMI: The appointing 
authorities jiointcd out certain things to the Public Service Commissum 
which they had overlooked not only in his case but also in one or two other 
cases 

Mr. 1 IOGE 8 H CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the lion ble Minister be 
pleased to stati* if it is a fact that at the time of s^lectiofi by the Public 
Service (h)mmission the department concerned is con^ulteil and a represen- 
tative is sometimes present Y 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL 8 I CHANDRA C08WAMI: At the time of 

selection tlie (b'partmcnt is not at all consulted). An ofH(‘er of the dejiart- 
inent ma\ have to be presctit but not as a matter of riglit and be is not 
consulted. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8 ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if in the piesent case of the selection of Agricultural I?icome-lax 
Gflicers, (Irade 1, at the time (d ih«* first selection of the Puhlic Service* (’om- 
niission w}i(‘ther <jr nt)t a r<‘pres(‘ntatiV(‘ of (lie Finance* Deiiarfment W'as 
assot latcd with the Public Ser\ice Commission to advise tfiem regarding 
the eligibilii> or otliorvise of candidates!" 

TheYlon’bie Mr. TUL 8 I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Tbat is not lorrec t. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8 ANYAL: I }i.i\e askiMl a (jnestion. Whether it. 
was correct or not is uoj the aiiswi*!. M\ (|uest)on is wlieilier an\ officer 
ot the f*’iii;m(e Dejial tnitMil ua- a>.s<K‘ia(ed \ntfi ov [iiesenl lo advisp t!ie 
I’ublic Sei\i(e Cdnirnismnn ni connection \Mth the selection of Agnculliiral 
Income-tax < tfticers 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL 8 I CHANDRA C08WAMI: An officer of the 

Finance Depaitiiicnt ^\as {uesent at some (d the me(*tingK (d the f^iblic 
Service (’ommis.sion but was tiol there for the juirjiOHe of advising (lie Public 
Service Commission. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8 ANYAL: A\bat was (he reason for wliicb (be 
officer of the Finance Department was present at some of the meidings 
wheN’ the selection was con.sidered ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL 8 I CHANDRA GOSWAMI; f think it is 
customary for the officer of the department to he jiresenl. 

Rfli 8 ohib MONMOHAN DAS: Will the Hmi ble Minisk^r be plea.sed 
to state liow man\ Scheduled Caste candidates ajiplied for the pnats of 
Income-tax Officers!" 

Tho Hon’bio Mr. TUL 8 I CHANDRA GOSWAMI; I ask for notice., 
because 1 have not got the nuinher. ^ ’ 

Rai Sahib MONMOHAN DAS: Will the Hon’bfe Minister be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that there were numW of candidates who 
possessed requisite qualifications as stated in the answer? 

The Hon’bla Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMI: As far as I remem- 
her, the manner in winch the Public Service Commission reeommendfMl was 
as follows; “no otTler camfldateM except the foll<fwing are fit for appoint- 
ment in grades I or II as the case *i»ay be”. 
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Rai fahib MONMOHAN DAS: it a fact that one Monmohan Sarkar 

was a cau<li<]ate who jws.sessed experience ot zeniindary niaiLagement, of 
KKaa Mahai Settlement and everything? 

The Hofi’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: I cannot say that. 
First of all, the names of all the candidates do not come to us. The Public 
Service Commission advertise the posts, and applications are made to them. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state which particular fact relating to Mr. Rakhahari Chatterji was 
suhs(‘quently discovered to disqualify him for holding this appointment and 
which was originally overlookefl? 

The Hon’ble Mr, TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Mr. Rakhahari 
Chatt^uji is a (lovernnient servant and he has a service book on record. 

’’Sunset Notice” on khas mahai tenants of Contai subdivision. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. I have allowed a question which will be 
treated as a short-notice question by J)r. (lobinda Chandra Bhowmik and 
answered by the Ilon’ble Mr, Tarak Nath Mukerjea. It is starred question 
No. 1G3A. 

M63A (Short-notioe) Dr. GOBINDA CHANDRA BHOWMIK; 

Will the Horrble .Minister in charge of the Ui‘vcnue Department be pleased 
to state — 

(1) wIicIIkm a notic<' “Sunset Notice’* has betm s(‘rved on Babu Sarat 

(Miandra Das of Mahanimad]mr village, police-station Sulahata, 
Mi(lna|)ore, on loth December, l!t44. for 'realisation of rent of 
jote No. 94 and of jote No. 4t) i»\ ilie Manager of Sutahata Khas 
.Malial Otticej for payment of rent b> ddth December, 1944; 

(2) whether any notice “Sun.s(‘t Notice” lias lieeu served on the tenant 

ol JJm.s //Hihttl (d (huitai in tin* jurisdiction (d (’ontai >^ubdivi^ion 
b\ the /lAo.v itnthdl authorit \ ; 

(d) whether an\ telegram lias been received by the Revenue Minister 
from the Presideni ot local Janamangal Samili of ('ontai; 

(4) whether the jieople of khu'! mahai of Contai are panic-stricken for 
the issue of such noticivs to the jotedar.s; and 

(dt wlieihei the Ilon’hle Minister ])rop08t*s to enquire into the matter 
as early as jiossihle ? 

MINISTER in charge ef the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea): Sir, the.se are mutters of detail and I may 
assure the House that steps were taken not under the instructions of 
Dovennmmt but b\ local officers in <lis< }iargiiig their normal duties. I shall 
certainly en(]uire into the matter and see that no undue hardship is caused 
to any peojile ot the /7o/.v nnhhal an*a^ and they ;n'(‘ not toicod to pay (iovei'n- 
ment dues be\ond their ability. I shall take immediate steps and enquire 
int(* the matter, and if any undue hardship is being caused to the people 
Government will (wtainly take necessary ste})s. 

Mr, DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is the Hon'hle Minister aware 
that in the khas mahai areas of Contai and Tamluk crops were destroyed bv 
the tidal bore and i yclone in 1942 aud crops were destroyed by the Kalighai 
and Subarnarekba floods in 1943? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Yes, Sir. The loss 
was much more serious in 1942 than in 1943. No doubt the loss due to 
Hoods was alvso severe. ' 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he has received j[H»titious from Nagendra Nath Das, President, 
Janamangal Samiti, Contei, Satish Chandra Jaha Secifetary, Contai Su^ 
divisional Relief Comiriittee, Satish .Chandra Dinda, ^cretary, Contai 
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Subdivisional Himlu Mahasabha, aiul Kaghunath Maiti, Secretary, Seva- 
sangha, Contai, inviting his attention to the urgency of issuing a general 
instruction to the Khasmahal Revenue Officers to suspend realisation of rent 
or revenue and the amounts to be realised for agricultural loans in view of 
the continuance of distress in those areas even nowF 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Some applications 
have been ivceived only today, and thev are being examined. I do not 
exactly remember the names of the ;ipp1icants. 1 have already said that I 
shall enquire into tlie matter and on receipt of a report necessary steps will 
be taken. 

Mr. OHIRENORA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon ble Minister consider 
the desirability rd issuing in.structinns at once fo put a stop to the realisa- 
tion of rent on the holdings of agriculturists In suspending the Sunset law P 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I think honourable 
members will realise tliat it is 4*xtremeh difficult for Government to give 
atiy definite ussuiame without an actual cnquir\ as how the matU*r now 
stands. As 1 have said. 1 shall enquire into tlie matter and ns soon as the 
report is received (iovernnient will lake iiec4*ssarv stejis. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL; K the lloiride Minister aware that 
without imniediahdy holding up all pr(»ci‘edings in connection with the 
Suns(‘t law matKU's ma,\ j^o much <iut of hands that there <‘ouId be hardly 
any redress in a later stage P 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: 1 do not know 

cxuctl\ as \et wheflo'j an\ stef) lia^ Immui taken unduly f»f the Siinsi*! law. 

1 shall enijuire into it, but without any report it is ditlicull for (io\a*rninent 

to do anything. 

Mr. ^SASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: The Ibm'ble Minister has said 
that It was .ni oidinaix ninmal .‘-top whicli was taktui b,\ (lovernmeni - 

The Hon’bie Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: 1 htm never said that. 

Mr. 8ASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: In view of his ]utnious state- 
ment. ina> I ciMiuire td him when was this Sunset law s\.stem resorted to 
by (iovernnient jn’evnoi.s to its application in Midnajion*? 

The Hon’bie Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: 1 am not aware 

whether a!i\ stej) to thtit effect has been taken at all or not In the abseiico 
ot any dcfiniie « a.so, it is inijMps<i})l(‘ for me to answer the question. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the flondde Minister be pleased 
to slide why is it that the petition sent to him on the Hth December, lfM4, 
a copy (d wliicli was receiv<>d by me on the lOfli could ned be received by 
him till today as mentioiied ])\ him P 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: It is not for me to 

say that. Tlie fact remains that 1 received it only tin*' morning. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; Will the Hon’hle Minister l>e ideased 
to state w'hether the application wa.s held uj) in the Revenue Department 
over which he presides P 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: No; the letter was 
addressed to me and it w^as not received till Siitunlay last. 

Deaths due to starvation amongst aboriginals of Tangail subdivision. 

M84. Mr. AMRITA LAL MONDAL: Will the Hon ble Minister in 
charge of the Publii* Health and I^ocal SeH-fiovernment Department be 
pleased to •.tate die number of death•^ due to .Mtarvaliori amongst the 
aboriginals of the h^l areas in — 

(li Madhupur, 

( 2 ) Kalihati, 
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(3) Qbatail, and 

(4) Basail 

ibaiuiH, (iurinj; ]943-44 in Tanjcrail subdivision? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahadur Mauivi Ualaluddin Ahmad): There is no sudi head us ‘siui v itio i’’ 
in tlie sUtutorily prescribed causes of death in the Register of Deaths and 
no record of deiith due to this cause or amongst aboriginals is separately 
inaint^iined. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether Government is going to open a head like this? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: It is under consideration of 
Government . 

Mft CHARU CHAfIDRA ROY: Do not G(>vernment admit that deaths 
by diseases as the ouj^cfmie of starvation art» the result of starvation? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Not necessarily. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: My question has not been answered. 
My ])()int is <leath by diseast* as the outcome of starvation is due to starva- 
tion. Do Government adiiilt that? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: No 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Quest ion time is over. 

Point of Privilege. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Ma.> J rise on a question of privilege, 
Sir? A very startling news appeared in the “Amrita Bazar ratr\ka’' this 
day that the Government of Bengal was contem])lating to export a large 
quantity of rice from this proviiu'e? Betor<‘ putting in an adjournment 
motion on such an important matter which would create a panic in the wdiol© 
province, I would like to ask wdiether the Iloirble Dome Minister is in a 
position to make a statement on this (piestion? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 do not kuo\\ wlictlier the (jovernment is 
prei)ared to make any statement. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: It is a very imjmrtant matter affecting 
the wtdl-being of the whob* province. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 am taken by surprise. Dr. Sanyal, you 
ought to lone gixi'u me notice that \ou aie goiii” to make mo h an important 
statement in the Hou''<\ 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 


The Bengal Legislative Chambers (Members’ Emoluments) Amendment 

Bill, 1944. 

The question that iduuse stand part of the Bill was then put and a 
division taken w ilh the followdng result : — 

‘ AYES—aS. 


Abdul A<lt, Maulana Md. 

Abdul Hanz, Mr. MIrza. , 

Abdul Hakim, Mauivi (Mymansingh). 
Abdul Hakim VIkrampurl, Mauivi Md. 
Abdul Hamid, Mr. A. M. 

Abdul Motaleb Malik, Dr. 

Abdul Wahab Khan, Khan •Bahadur. 
Abdulla-AI Mahmood, Mr. 

Abdur Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. F. M. 


Abdur Raschid Mahmood, Mr. 

Abdur Rashoed, Mauivi Md. 

Abdur Rauf, Khan Bahadur Mauivi 8. 
(Howrah). 

Abdus Shahood, Mauivi Md. 

Abul FazI, Mr. Md. 

Abul l^shim, Muutvi. 

Abul HoMin Ahmed, Mr. 

, Abul Matud, Kazl. 
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AlMii QuaMm, Maulwl. 

Alimad All Mridha, Maulvi. 

AtfatiMkUii Ahmad, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvt. 

AmlfHillah, Khan Sahib Maulvi. 

Aulad Hostain Khan, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi. 

Banna, tha Hon‘bla Mr, Pramharl. 
Biswas, Babu Lakshmi Narayan. 

Biswas, Mr. Rasik Lai. 

Chakrabarty, Babu Narendra Narayan. 
Chippendale, Mr. J. W. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Oas, Rai Sahib Anukul Chandra. 

Dass, Babu Debendra Nath. 

Farhad Raza Chowdhury, Mr. M. 

Faziul Quadir, Khan Bahadur Maulvt. 
Fazlur Rahman, Mr. (Dacca). 

Faziur Rahman, Mr. (Mymensingh). 
Gladding, Mr. 0., C.I.E. 

Goswami, the Hon'ble Mr. Tulsi Chandra. 
Grimths, Mr. C. 

Gupta, Mr. J. N. 

Gyasuddtn Ahmed Choudhury, AlhadJ. 
Hahzuddin Choudhuri, Maulvi. 
Hamiduddin Ahmad, Khan Sahib. 
Hasanuzzaman, Khan Sahib Maulvi Md. 
Hasma Murshed, Mrs., M.B.E. 
Hatemally Jamadar, Khan Sahib Maulvi. 
Haywood, Mr. Rogers. 

Idris Ahmed Mia, Maulvi. 
dasimuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi. 

Kennedy, Mr. I. G. 

Mandal, Mr. Banku Beharl. 

Mandal, Mr. dagat Chandra. 

Mandal, the Hon'ble Mr. dogendra Nath. 
Maniruddin Akharnl, Maulvi. 


Morgan, Mr. G., C.I.E. 

! Moelem All Mollah, Maulvi M. 

Meaammel Huq, Maulvi Md. 

Muhammad Abdul Halim Molla, Mr. 
Muhammad Ibrahim, Maulvi. 

Muhammad Ishaque, Maulvi. 

Muhammad Israll, Maulvi. 

Muhammad Solalman, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi. 

Mukerjea, the Hon'ble Mr. Taraknath, 
M.B.E. 

Mo.lntosh, Mr. G., C.B.E. 

Mulliok, Mr. Mukunda Behary. 

Mullidk, the Hon’ble Mr. Pulln Behary. 
Musharruff Hoesain, the Hon’ble Nawabi 
Khan Bahadur. 

Mustafa All Dewan, Maulvi. 

Nasarullah, Nawabzada K. 

Nazimuddin, the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir, 
K. C.I.E. 

Nooruddin. Mr. K. 

Pam, the Hon’ble Mr. Barada ProeannB. 
Raikut, Mr. frasanna Deb. 

Roy, Mr. Dhananjoy. 

Sadaruddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Sahruddln Ahmed, Hajl. 

Salim, Mr. S. A. 

Serajul Islam, Mr. 

Shahabuddin, the Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja, 
C.B.E. 

Singha, Babu Kshetra. 

Sirdar, Babu LItta Munda. 
Smyth-Osbourne, Mr. D. G. 

Stark, Mr. A. F. 

Suhrawardy, the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 
Tamlzuddin Khan, the Hon’ble Mr. 
Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. 

Ziltur Rahman Shah Choudhury, Maulvi. 


NOES— se. 


Abdul Hahz, Mr. Mia. 

Abdul Majid, Maulvi (Myminsingh). 
Abdul Wahed, Maulvi. 

Abdur Razzak, Maulvi. 

Badi Ahmed Choudhury, Khan Bahadur 
Haji. 

Badruddoja, Mr. Syed. 

Banerjee, Mr. Pramatha Nath. 

Banerji, Mr. P. 

Barma, Mr. Puspajit. 

Barman, Mr. Upendra Nath. 

Basu, Mr. Santosh l^rmar. 

Bhawmik, Dr. Gobinda Chandra. 
Chattopadhyay, Mr. Haripada. 
Chaudhuri, Rai Harendra Nath. 

Das, Babu Radhanath. 

Das, Mr Monmohan. 

Das Gupta, Srijut Narendra Nath. 
Oatta, Mr. Dhirendra Nath. 

Dolui, Mr. Harendra Nath. 

Dutta, Mr. Sukumar. 

Dutta Gupta, Miss Mira. 

Edbar, Mr. Upendraruith. 

Ghose, Mr. Atul Krishna. 

Gupta, Mr. dogesh Chandra. 

Jalan, Mr. I. D. 

Kumar, Mr. Atul Chandra. 

Kundu, Mr. Nishitha Nath. 

Lahiri, Bkbu Ashutosh. 


Mafizuddin Ahmnd, Dr. (Bogra). 
Majumdar, Mrs. Hemaprova. 

Mandal, Mr. Birat Chandra. 

! Maqbul Hosain, Mr. 
i Masud All Khan Panni, AhHadJ Maulvi. 

Muhammad Afzal, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
i Syed. 

Mukherji, Dr. Sharat Chandra. 

I Nasker, Mr. Hem Chandra. 

' Ramizuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Roy, Mr. Charu Chandra. 

! Roy, Mr. Kamalkrishna. 

I Roy, Mr. Kiran Sankar. 

Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath. 

Roy, Mr. Patiram. 

Sanaullah, Dr. 

Sanyal, Dr. Nalinakiha. 

Sanyai, Mr. Sasanka Sekhar. 

Sen, Mr. Atul Chandra. 

Sen, Mr. Dhirendra Nath. 

Sen-Gupta, Mrs. Nellie. 

Singha, Maharaja Bhupendra Chandra, of 
Susang. 

Sinha, Srijut Manindra Bhusan. 

Sur, Mr. Harendra Kumar. 

Thakur, Mr. Pramatha Ranjan. « 

Tolnl Ahmed Choudhury, Maulvi HaJI. 
Waliur Rahman, Maulvi. 


The Ayes lieiiij? 85 and the Noes 54, the motion wns carried. 

Clause 3. 


Mr. 8A8ANK^ 8EKI^R 8ANYAL: Sir, I do not move my amend- « 
ment but 1 speak upon the <;lause itself. • * 
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Sir, tbi« ( lau.so related to the increase of the daily allowance, which 
members of the mofuesil get while the Assembly is in session, from Rs. 10' 
to R«. 15. Now, Sir, whatever little justification, if any, such increase has, 
the fact that the monthly salary is being increased takes away the justifica- 
tion of increasing the daily allowance, because the increase by 50 rupees 
per month works out at nearly Rs. 2 per day and that is available for each 
day of the year; and having agreed to take extra remuneration for each 
day of the year I maintain, Sir, that the members have no case — there is no 
strong case — for urging that the daily allowance, while the Assembly is in 
session, should be increased. 

Sir, this session is remarkable for two very important pieces of business 
which have been transacted. By one proposal of the Government members 
are going to be gagged and by another proposal members are going to be 
demoralised . I w^ould appeal to honourable members ^opposite that if we 
l)egin to think of ourselves there is no end of that, but let us think less of 
ourselves so that we cun think of our constituency. 

With these few w'orQ.s, Sir, I oppose the clause. 

The question that clauw* 3 stand part of the Bill was then put and a 
division taken with the following result: — 


AYES— 00. 


Abdul Aziz, Mauiana Md. 

Abdul Hafiz, Mr. Mirza. 

Abdul Hakim, Mauivi (Mymanaingh). 
Abdul Hakim Vikrampurl, Mauivi Md. 
Abdul Hamid, Mr. A. M. 

Abdul Motalib Malik, Dr. 

Abdul Wahab Khan, Khan Bahadur. 
Abduila-Al Mahmood, Mr. 

Abdur Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. F, M. 
Abdur Rasohid Mahmood, Mr. 

Abdur Rashaed, Mauivi Md. 

Abdur Rauf, Khan Bahadur Mauivi 8. 

(Howrah). 

Abut Fazi, Mr. Md. 

Abui Hashim, Mauivi. * 

Abui Hoaain Ahmad, Mr. 

Abul Maaud, Kazi. 

Abui Quuam, Mauivi. 

Ahmad All Mridha, Mauivi. 

Aifazuddin Ahmad, Khan Baliadur 

Mauivi. 

Aminullah, Khan Bahib Mauivi. 

Aulad Hossain Khan, Khan Bahadur 
Mauivi. 

Barma, tha Hon'bla Mr. Pramhari. 
Biswas, Babu Lakshml Narayan. 

Biswas, Mr. Rasik Lai. 

Chakrabarty, Babu Narandra Narayan. 
Ohlppmdala, Mr. J. W. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 


Corstorphina, Mr. E. E. 

Das, Ral Bahib Anukul Chandra. 

Oats, Babu Dabandra Nath. 

Farhad Raza Chowdhury, Mr. M. 
Failur Quadir, Khan Bahadur Mauivi. 
Failur Rahman, Mr. (Daeoa). 

Failur Rahman, Mr. (Mymansinfh). 
Farguspn, Mr. F. F. M. 

Gladding, Mr. 0 ., c.i.E. 

Gomas, Mr. R. A. 

Qoawami, tha Hon*bla Mr. Tulsf Chandra 
Orimtha, Mr. C. 

OiBta. Mr. J. N 
GGruni, Mr. Dambar Blngh. 
ttyaauddin Ahmad Choudhury, AlhadJ. 
HaAzuddln ChoudtMirl, Mauivi. • 
Msmiduddin Ahmad, Khan Sal.ib. 


Hasma Murshed, Mrs., M.B.E. 

Hatemally Jamadar, Khan Sahib Mauivi. 
Haywood, Mr. Rogers. 

Idris Ahmad Mia, Mauivi. 

Jasimuddm Ahfri3d, Khan Bahadur 
Mauivi. I 
Kennedy, Mr. I. G. 

Leisk, Mr. John. 

McIntosh, Mr. G., C.B.E. 

Mandal, Mr. Banku Behari. 

Mandal, Mr. Jagat Chandra. 

Mandal, the Hon'ble Mr. Jogandra Nath. 
Maniruddin Akhand, Mauivi. 

Morgan, Mr. G., C.I.E. 

Moslem Ali Mollah, Mauivi M. 
Mozammel Huq, Mauivi Md. 

Muhammad Abdul Halim Molla, Mr. 
Muhammad Ibrahim, Mauivi 
Muhammad Ishaqua, Mauivi. 

Muhammad Israil, Mauivi. 

Muhammad Soiaiman, Khan Bahadur 
Mauivi. 

Mukertea, th« Hon’ble Mr. Taraknath, 
M.B.E. 


Mullick, Mr. Mukunda & 3 hary. 

Mulliok, tha Hon’ble Mr. Pulin Bahary. 
MusharrufT Hossain, tha Hon’ble Nawab, 
Khan Bahadur. 

Mustafa Ali Dawan, Mauivi. 

Nasarullah, Nawabzada K. 

Nazimuddin, tha Hon’ble Khwaia Sira 
K. C.I.E. 


nooruoam, mr. K. 

Pain, tha Hon'bla Mr. Barada Prosanna* 
Raikut, Mr. Prasanna Dab. 

Roy, Mr. Dhananjoy. 

Badaruddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Sahruddin Ahmad, Haji. 

Salim, Mr. 8. A. 

Sarajui Islam, Mr. 

Slmh^iidfKn, tha Hon’bla Mr. Khawaja, 
C.B.E. 


Bingha, ^bu Kshatra Nath. 
Sirdar, Babu Litta Munda. 
Smart, Miaw J. N. 
Smyth-Osbouma, Mr. D. Q. 
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Slarii, Mr. A. F. 

Stihrawarfiy, the Hon’blt Mr. H. 8. 
TamlziMtdin Khan, the Hon'bie Mr. 


walker. Mr. W. A. M., C.B.E. 

Xaman, Mr. A. M. A. 

Zlllur Rahman Shah ChcMidhury, Maulvl. 


NOE8~<49. 


Abdul Mazid, Mauivi (Mymenslngh). 

Abdul Wahed, Mauivi. 

Bad! Ahmed Choudhury, Khan Bahadur 
Haji. 

Badruddoza, Mr. 8yed. 

Banerjee, Mr. Pramatha Nath. 

Banerji, Mr. P. 

Basu, Mr. Santoth Kumar. 

BhawmiK, Dr. Gobinda Chandra. 
Chattopadhyay, Mr. Harlpada. 

Chaudhurl, Rai Harendra Nath. 

Das, Babu Radhanath. 

Das Gupta, Srijut Narendra Nath. 

Datta, Mr. Dhirendra Nath. 

Doiui, Mr. Harendra Nath. 

Dutta, Mr. Sukumar. 

Dutta Gupta, Miss Mira. 

Edbar, Mr. Upendranath. 

Ghose, Mr. AtuI Krishna. 

Gupta, Mr. Jogesh Chandra. 

Hashem All Khan, Khan Bahadur Mauivi. 
Jaian, Mr. I. D. 

Kundu, Mr. Nishitha Nath. 

Lahiri, Babu Ashutosh. 

Mafizuddin Ahmed, Dr. (Bogra). 

Majumdar, Mrs. Hemaprova. 

Tlu' A\t*s h(‘iii^ fill and (h<* Noes df) 


I Mandal. Mr. Birat Chandra. 

Maiibul Hosain, Mr. 

Masud All Khan Panni, AI-HadJ Mauivi. 
Muhammad Afzal, Khan Bahadur Mauivi 
8yed. 

Mukerjl, Mr. Dhirendra Narayan. 
Mukherjco, Mr. B. 

Nasker, Mr. Hem Chandra. 

Ramizuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Roy, Mr. Cham Chandra, 

Roy, Mr. Kamalkrishna. 

Roy, Mr. Kiran Sankar. 

Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath. 

Roy, Mr. Patiram. 

Sanauiiah, Dr. 

Sanya! , Dr. Nallnaksha. 

Sanyai, Mr. Sasanka Sskhar. 

Sen, Mr. AtuI Chandra. 

Sen, Mr. Dhirendra Nath. 

Sen-Gupta, Mrs. Nellie. 

Sinha, Srijut Manindra Bhusan. 

Sur, Mr. Harendra Kumar. 

Thakur, Mr. Pramatha Ranjan. 

Tofel Ahmed Choudhury, Mauivi HaJI. 
Waliur Rahman, Mauivi. 

the moiion was carried. 


If I hl(\ 


Tlie (juc-iion tliaf I*r(‘aiii)d<‘ stand |>art ot the Bill was then pnl and 
aj:freed*to 

The Hon’bte Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I to move tliat thn 
Bill as settled III the A^semldy he passofl. 

Sir, ilieie }ia\e he(*ri ver\ .severe critici^iiis hy some iixonhers as re^.irtU 
the jost iticat ion of thi'^ measure. Sir. 1 find that Mr. Sasanka Sekhar 
San_\al has been most fonspicuous as fai as the ( )[i[ioMit ion is concerned and 
wliat is mote, as far as I rememher, in the speech he mentioiKni the ca^e of 
security prisoners and the distress which their families arc* stiflerinjf . 1 

knitw that the amount will in* ver\ small hut at least a little sacrifice on hi» 
part will lie aide to relieve at least two or thr(‘e families from the diatresH 
which they are sufterinc'- If he would onl\ cons<*nt to ^rive up the increaH- 
ed emoluments whidi we have p.t^sed t<*da> ami the dail\ allowance whiidi 
lie would he diawin^'- and ]>ay this for the relief of llie memlKTH of the 
security jirisoners, I am .sure, all memhers of the Mouse w’ill ajijirer’iate it 
■"Tery much. Sir. rjovernmerit have been doiri);^ tlieir utmost to K^'^e relief 
to the families of the di.str<*ssed s<*curitv prisoners and what i.s more, in 
every case of real lia^Iship that is hroujrlit to my notice, I int(‘rvene ami 
the officer who is dealing with these files himwdf is extremely syinpathet ic. 
He knows our policy and I can as.sure this House tliat, as far as possible, 
in case.s of real hanfslnp we do stress our point and try to heh) them. Hut 
I still hope that Mr. .San^al will really m.'ike an (*ffort and sliow that he 
really believes in all that he .^aid h\ contrihutin^^ Ins enhanced ernolunienU 
t(» the relief of the family of the security pri.soners. * 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL; Sir, I rime on n point of personal 
it‘ply. I can sa> <in hehalf of am! thAse who are on this side that 

our dutie^v to our political friends .nid prisoners dri not depend on thb 
gratuilou.s advice of tlie un*.v m pathetic Mijn*-ter, 

Mr, ATUL CH4^N0RAvSEN : Mr. Dejnitv Speaker, Sir, I n«*e to oppose 
the Bill that is under consideratio|i. Tile Bill pfoposeg an enhancement of 
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emoluments of the memberM of this House. I oppose this enhancement. 
8ir, I heard and also saw the melo-dramatic performance made by Hon’ble 
Sir Nazimuddin while projjosinff the Bill. W hile he was speakinj^ I made 
fome in(!oiivenieiit irilerjection.s and Sir Nazimuddin could autifii»ate the 
kin<l of stiff o])pi)sition which we would put up against the Bill. He <f()t 
upsel and hurled some epithets a^^ainst us. He called us insincere; he 
called us even Miiiall-niinded and, if 1 remember aright, he called us hv'po- 
crites. ft is a jdienomenon Sir Xazimuddin calling? others hypocrites, 
insincere and small-minded. Where is the sincerity in the statement whicli 
the JH)n’ble Sir Xazimuddin made tlie other day and even today He took 
consideraltle jmins to make us believe that it was a sense of justice, fair- 
ness and consideration for the members of this House, who have been i)Ut 
to hardship as to how to ffet on in the.se da.\s of soaring? prices that has 
actuated him to sponsor this piece f)f legislation. Hut is the statement 
leally sincere WHiere was this soft corner in the lieart f)f Sir Nazimuddin, 
in considering the cases of the security prisoners who have been languish- 
ing behind prison bars and who sent petitions after jM'titions making piteous 
appeals to him to grailt adequate allowance for tlieir families? WHiere 
was this tenderness in' his heart wliile nnllions were dying in this land for 
want of a morsel of food? Why could not Sir Xazimuddin then say, ktH*p 
aside power pcditics for tlie present ami let us put our shoulders together 
to save tlie starving millions? W’liere was this soft corner in Sir Xazim- 
uddin’s heart wdien members of this House detained belund prison bars 
appealetl to him for tacilituvs to la* pres<*nt in this House to dis< harge tludr 
tluties by tlieir constituencies and their coun1r\ ? Where was this soft 
corner in his heart while security prisoners ailing behind jirison bai>, .some 
of them hovering between life ami death, were wanting to receive jiroper 
medical treatment but were d^uiied the same ])ecause as the rTOvernment 
naid, the scluululed rate of expenditure allowed to them did not jiermit it? 
VVliere was this soft corner in his heart when for <‘xamp]e Sy Kedareswar 
Sen (fujita, his neighbour at Dacca, a security prisoner kept in 

J)um Dum Jail and an int«‘stinal tuberculosis ]>aticiit for the last I’o years 
hovering between lif(‘ and d<‘ath, was .sent to tlie Medical College Hospital 
where he was examined and certain mediidnes ^^cre ])i(‘scnbed but not 

administered Jiecausc as the (iovernment said, the sidieduled rtite of 
ex|HMidilure did not ]K*rmit it? Wh> then talk of sincerity and large- 
benitedness and all that? It is all bunkum. 

Sir, tlu' real object of the liill is (juite other than what Sir Xa/.imuddiji 
W'ants us to bidieve. He who runs ma\ read that the real object, the onl\ 
objtH’t of this Hill is to pundiasi' suj)])ort for Sir Xaziiiuiddin to maintain 
himaelf in pow<*r. To pun h.cse support is the word for the polic_\ he i^ 
pursuing. It is known to the Hi»use that Sir Nazimuddin has juircliastMl 
tiiipjmrt in the (iovernment House. He purchased sujqiort of his lati' 

lannmted (!hit*f Sir dohn Herbert b\ questionable methods. He has 

jiurchased the support of his masters in tlie Secretariat ]»\ surrendering the 
tiovernment of the jirovince to them. He is now trying to purchase the 
«Uf)por( of this House. His jiurchase policy in tliis House operates in more 
ways than one. It is an open secret known within the walls of this House 
and outside that money has been lavishly i^pent for^ purchasing support iti 
this Hou.s<*, that large contracts liave been jriven to members of hi.s ])art\ 
und to some others a share in the Civil Supplies loot. And then, titles have 
lu»en conferreil on some; nomination.s in local Iwidies have been given to 
others, and a fortunate few have been made (^liairmen of Tmcal Bodies in 
superfx'ssion of tbe claims of tbe eligible ones. Again in tw’o eases at least 
memliers W'ere sought to be placated by withdrawing criminal pro.secutioiis 
pending against tliom. (Cries of “shame, shame“ from tbe Opposition 
bencbeH.) Last but not tbe least is tbe case of a very prominent Muslim who 
lias rerentlv been coerced into submission by tbe application of wliat may 
wtll be called “politico financial blackmail” recently practised in Dacca 
under tbe very distinguislj>d patronage of our new constitutional Governor 
frtmi Australia when the I'itter was at Dacca. Having done all these things 
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Sir Xazimuddin ieels that ]»is position is not yet secure beyond doubt; he 
fears that tlicre may he further landslides in his party. It is merely to 
prevent these land>lides that he has hroujrht forward this Bill. 

Thus We that all talk of larjre-heartedness is sht'er bunkum. The 
real objei t ot the Bill is for .Sir Xaziniuddin to maintain himself in power 
at any cost. While I say thi.^, I do not deny that members — at least some 
of them — have been j)iit tt> some amount of hardship as tO how to get on 
with the allow ;» 4 ie<*s that the> are getting, hut I am not prepared to accept 
the view that they cannot get on as they have heuMi getting on for the past 
few \ears. If !lie> have suffered so long, they must he prt'pared to ,suffer 
a little longer. » 1'hp allowance iliat the\ are getting now is nothing but 
subsistence ,»llowance: it i> (juite g()o<l for subsistence. Wh\ then increase 
their allowances and emoluments at a lime wlnm other ureuter iiressing 
coinmitmenis and (d)ligations ha\e a ])rior claim to a consi(l«‘ration from tlie 
public ♦‘\( becjuer. It Sir Xazimmblin really tells tliat lie has been able to 
make out a east' in support of bis Bill, if he finds that some enliancement 
should be made, lie at least ought to have accej)»ed our amendment that 
the Bill be circulated foi elli iting public opinion. J()nl\ the other day, tin* 
Jlon’ble Lonmieice Miiiislei imt off the Bengal Khalasis Bill which proposed 
to redress the gne\ance^ ot tiie khalasis, most oi wiiom are MusliiTis, on the 
alleged gioumi that the Bill was noJ projierlN ( irculat^'d for eliciting public 
ojnnion should not the s.mie be done in this I’ase also^ If, Sir, 

th(‘re i> a case inon* fit than another that a Bill should lie circulateil for 
eliciting ]mblic ojunion. it is thi.s Bill. Wc, as the representative jieople, 
inu.st consult the counli\ at large whether, at the present stage of the 
couiitr\, we .should incriMse our own epioluments 'i'o avoid doing so, a.s 
ha.s been ilone by Sir Nazimuildin, shows tliat tin* ical objc'ct of the Bill 
].s nof due to any large-hearted ne.ss or consideration of the hardship of 
ineinhers, but it is to devi.se ways to consolidate Sir Nuzimuddin ’s iiosition 
still further. Sir. wi* must ojipose this h>pocritical ])iece of li*gislation. 

Witli these witrds, I record m\ stronge.st condemnation to lliis Bill. 

Mr. MD. MOZAMMEL HUQ : fn 

;?f?T memberr^'t kz-vj i 

'iiPi £^1 ’ftw 1 cwmi 'ttc-!. 4 3 

fyjf ^ (Opposition) wi\ 

^rjurtf'S) 3rr5rT3r^ i ^“'<1' ^ 

’IPRf? I ftFi ''.*'3^ '■^1 ‘V^'A ai (A VOICE; 

Sir. =TiPtt^Pl mi ^Tf-W3 1 ''n'-lafs! 

cT^ k s*»i ''faTn LikCtometer, w.n therrnomeUir, 3P1 

w=n liarometer ^rn& i ^ 'h. mn, irir^ '-/jTT'n r’c=n wt^n nni i 

«ijw? u? '5srTf^^3 i 4^i mr mrtji cuf^ * 

^pnr^i S'-t^r *r^r9T ^ oi 3^' ^5, c^i c^t^n vtrst, 

I IndiaCi wtprfiT, i 4? mi ixvib i ffi 

^ 4^ mem fierce 

*nrc^ ▼*ft orrvi <7r3--'?rt^! c**3 c*i 4^ kv.^ <?r c¥ 6T5 i (li»nghter 

from the Gvemraent benches. ) 4? kz^ k9Z% 

fYwn^Tii k^ (TTr^i i ^ f^ir 

ws ^ ^ ^rcwj c^m itrnn ^pryf!' 3i ^ c»i3 i Sir, 

3f5T f^i (laughter from the ministerial benches) ^fSTTn kr k^ 

I 

Khan BahUur Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHUbv : Ttrr m c<n t 
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ffflulW MO. mOZAMMEL HUQ : t[^ ^ ^ ’F/Tf ? 

RnP} present membervn cr^ ffm ^ TOTf^ ^ 

c? ^1 (A VOICE : ^mPr ?f«» i ) c^ ^ m % doubt 

C^ I ’TCOT tpjn '«lcw OTf? cq? i (Interruption and 

noiae.) <s*ttn9 ^fvm c+m jpn# ^rmt^ c^ i ^rmtt 

' ^ ^ ^ ?3fCT5 ’ttr? I (A VOICE : 3n i ) (Loud 

shouting and uproar. ) cwtc^R ?i, in ^ ^ 5rw COTtf^fiR ifTl^ I 

'9^5?. Sir, 'i?n n patriot ; patriotism, »iiTOf^ 

'G I ir|, 7^5 inn ^tft^ w 

(7f?:ir 5rv cm c^W5 'irmi Money-lenders Bill 

'^fcir-jT relief mnr w^, (7fl?TC^ oppose wsr^i i (A voice ; fe. ^<1 i ) 

’jtr'OT ^vfpy ^cwn f3i9f (:^vft?[ ’*rtr 5 ? (Loud noise and uproar.) 'srt''T^t?n 
OF&trs^?^ c^ ? w?r in <i 3 ^'Gi SJt^ ^itr^ 

B’l TO ; fefsR TO I ^^TO Sir, Bengal Tenancy Amendment Act 

’TTO o*in TOC^ I <j*?n, 3 T 7 PTTO«f‘t. ^ ^ tol? %T^ ^rfinnii &*^ 

TO !:fTO «RT 5 TV 1 STVI i TOH Assembly Proceedings ^ (TTHI 

wc^ tf^N *fTO^ sTJn <iucii c«?r^ UTO i Tenancy 

Amendment Act TTO cii opposition ^ 5^5 (A voice : 

fiivm i) M's fhrtr^ ^tf:. 'qt^sTu^^ ij'i tr^, 

ip/ vtin, ^sTm i wc?pj mn gi to ^T'^rn ^ mi i 

cir? TOi opp(;se ^?n ptt-^i (Laughter) 

TOC’^’’ TO record cM 5 ?n TO, c^ffi jjtc^, cTOPi c^tc^ ^ ^pri in ’T'^^tw 
TO^T^ iftrspt ^t<(i 1 i^vjTu TO^^rrro to c 4 !Mt'j fipi i • ctor 

C* 1 TO>i 'in/'.s; c^i "i 14 i '5^ ^ 'ziKastJi 4 sr MTO 4 ^ heading fro 

T?P' 5 i t 5 trM 4 (Laughter and loud shouting ) f^'^. CTOR tT^^’TOF 4 tc^T 'ir^ii 

tjVtM TO 4 I 

Sir, i)TO irfw TO ^ iJTO R-j ’itt. TO’r=T cin^4 TO »t5TO i 

vij<ti rt^ ^rf^i?) TO4 f4 ? (A VOICE : 'sitTOP iifMTQ i ) Sir, \’estibuJe^ W?, 

r^TR^wr^^ 415 TO ^tur^ irnsFr^ ri'ji, ^Mvrf ■/'<] ^ ^pitz^< fw^pn ikiypr 

1 f 4 4 ^ 4 ^ r Cii ^tTOPii op]>ose tto 4 i opp^iso 4 TO in (laughter) 

r ooc\ i f^*fi. 1^5*1 ^tipn '-itT^ in 1 in, <to-- ( laughter) 1 

in, fro^n (Tsm 1 4^1? to TOTf»^TO ^ini TOr^n 1 ciit irrf^ 

'snni i?’^r--oor>^ ^10*4 to. ntf^ kfjc^ TO^i cwiui 'crtin r>, arf 

'*ftr 3 't"i TO c'-m 1 fiR fecMi in thi rn c^n? ntMit: arlttfii 

'trt ni vf^H ^ c 4 ^i? I CTO nit^rl^ TO TO, 44 cTO c 4 t 4 tm"t ^t 4 
TO ? ^Tfir c 4 ?»nj 45 rf 5 C 4 TOs 41TTO i»tci 5 , tot^ cMm 411TO ^ to hi i 

(A VOICE ; 4^1? I ) 44^ Official C'ongross cTO (TFtn amendment nf?. Pro* 

gressive Party 4 >Q amendment nt^ « 44 t ^ 44 ? tf^ ntf' ?ti' 3 S C 4 R amendment nr? i 
< 3 J TOPI 4 ^-i)t#i 4 ^ 4 t 4 i cheap popularity m ^tTO amendment i 44i!? 4^ f«TrPf 4 
4t4'% ’t^l TOilTf^fV^ »TO4, Mr. S. S. SaiiyalC 4 '4tMilf41 C4^ CTO 00^ 

♦TOn. C4^ security prisoner^ f^nr f®^, vqfri test crP^ 1 C4 otO\ ^fPFi TOT^ c»lt 
G 0 \l^r 4 I security prisoners •ns 1 TOT 4 4^ tost 51 F 4 ^ 4 C 3 TfTOiT “' 4 tf 4 C 44 1” ’ 4 Tf 4 4 f 5 f 

^6 Wff C4fl TOip 'QTO TO TOtTO CTf4 TO? WF4# ^ Wi? 4^ C4T^ ^<I «R C4TO4 

<^0\ ilTO 4 4 Ti?i >,oco 1^1 T 4 . security prisoner^ 4 TT 7 r ^rc 4 ^,:iao ^f 4 i f »4 1 4 ¥?fi teat 

CTO 4fl C41I I 'irtnTO TO 41:4 4fv ^.C00 C»^ ^4 4T4 iTCirir 41144 a(\ 

4 rrf^ 4 tl 4 4 f 4 ^r 4 1 TOtrof orRan crotlti 4 rTc^ C 4 i >4 to 4 M to 4 Tr 4 TO 
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WsJtsn ftOs ^6 ^ monthly, security prisoiierr^ ^Tl^np I (Shouting.) 

iTBT ^ «mrt^ ▼»*n «irc^i (blueUght) 

utirtr^R ^ Sir, ^ i ^mrni ofn ^ 

c^Ttv '5tc*^ HI, 55 =n 'itfH HI I S’^iv 

fH^i Hrnm c<T*f I «fTHTc^ c*n?^ Fhot cm I mi wirar 5 ^!% ^ <nn m 

CHHT? ^HTHI HTHW§, =^[^¥11!^, f^HtWr ¥HHtH VTa I HtTS |fH PtH C«Ttr¥ CHH 

HI '9H1 517 ^CHC? i fV 'SHI ilV ?at HtCil WVI I WtHtim HfCHH 

OTHfH« ’5T^’--HrHH THTHTl CT5H CH1*t CH3HTH ^ ^\V9 HT%1 JJITTr^trS 

ONtH CH^ \r% FTt HI I Htm Hfsm tV9] HtO?, CHSHlH 'HfT?, Hff ^15^ 'HTirSf, Hf 

m Ht^cH 4^]; chHIh h^h ch “^hhi 5t? Hi” i amendment frofH ^oc\ ^ 

Ff^ HI HtTH ^00 ^HTI FTt — C^f fVin;:FH Hfi?T 5t^. HH HHTHH ¥mo ^ Jl¥| 

OfHtH FTt CH HTHH1 CT5H Hf% ^ H|--Ht3Rn CH3H ^fl FT^ HI I HtHHI HH C^ Hftf I OSlHtm 
HH BTHtfHf ^ HTHtm Hf« I mTO ^THTH =9yi cm (XH CH nmi Jit ^r^tH 

Ht^Hl Th^F C^H ? HTHTTHH HTfc^ HTf^R CHSmfH Ji HHH Sf^ HH i HtfH Jl HTO 

Hi^“-3'Hi tpf^ ^5rH s'ffi cH w ij? oj)]H>8ition fer, point 

of order hHHi point of privilagt* ^ cir jthh h? j^rnn, CHtb hi hhth Hff mn dcF 

HfUl sTf i?f^1 C^Of CHC^ 'tTTH ( 3>l Hf C^ii, ^ vTtC^r I Ft^l Hi Hdfl 

Htr^ ^ It Hffff ?fCH, ^TfiPT H Hrw vrn i 4ifCH 

^riHfHi 0 i'-l^ H-fo ^Fc^H I iiircH irf» 3 >) hthth fiHii hchh (Opiiosition) Hfin o i'-m vtirvnfl 
a ^ci rn 3rr7fi -aciH^TH >3 hf Pim cicF nm i Prai cit 

fHini 1 "HtHHl PT*fl ^fffbTH <y^ I HtTHI lifri Ht»^l I HTHH Jit CHil HtCN 

smeerity HT'iHiifi h'jPh i*rfP m inlfi cch i 

aitCH hthh^ i«ic^ 4ii hi HCi iiHitH hi i ji^IP «rrrF 

>00 (P^.< (loud laughter and noise*) HHCH Hlfii ijHrij zvf H’flCS H«i HtH i f^fH cifHH 

HCHClSH Mim8t<*rMi Mini.Htercri Hupj)orter>Ji Bti ht:h, sth ^fei tch, ciph |fi 

?FCH, HH CFtCHH Hi aH| I Sf> AsHefublyrj HtHlCHH $'iW nt HWr fnCHirfH I ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir. l» the 
member in order in making surh taUe statementH)" H«* may 1 m* asked lo 
(|U()le facts to substantiate hi.'* remark** He is making all lal.^e and shame- 
less remark.s. 

(Cries of “withdraw, withdraw” fiom the (‘ongt^■^^ H'lifdies.) 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: On a point ol order, Sir. i submit the 
member (*annot make a 'itatement like this. He miHl wjllolruw Ins state- 
ment, 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have diNallowcil it. ami I would not allow 
that portion t<» go into the proceedings ol tlu* House, 

(At this stage the House wu** adjouiiied foi lo minutes.) 

{.\ftrr (kI journment .) 

Matfivi Md. MOZAMMEL HUQ : hs: isiHii mc5H, Htn at 

WHICH! CHtH OT! WH HT^ I Sir, CHVfHC*^ salary fiTi HTto 4^ vm «wi ifcn 
¥TWafH ’ttr^ cwfcbfw 3 *hi cn i ch incin HTT'-trenj *iH fsH 4^* hcit 

HIHlC! V “inHi w fncTf?, Hpi advert i-sement ra^e HtiP^i-Hi'o't wn jif^zv firev vrw 

^ *tfc^ I CHHTTH ^SfCH! CHHtH CHt | iHClH TT''TVOHTHW’e ’HfW CWfCBffl H!7!» membeitf? 

HT^TH C¥H HfWf memberc*!! HT^H CH^ Ht3^ ? 31 Hiff CWtHCH? HfiPCH CHfH HT^ ? HH 
Orev 'HfsfHr-rii^'ftcfl ts^, ciTHHtH sthchh hi i vhi ch wrri ch Count* il ffH 
CHti H^CHm*r?r Council wtin, ww Jicw^ Hgu r n ri ftf i a , hwi htThhutchi w ftf»r 
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Council, <7rrt^ i (A voice : “question”, “question”) ^ memberm 

fiF*T *n I wvi i PwtHi wvf tTitf 

"jfiffv jfif I ^ i ®nF ^cfl 

^ »rvc5T? '<fT*t=Tt?n flmTR i ^ to '4^fTr^ ^ c^ cto^t i 

TO !JTO 5tf^ TO«R I OTTO Sir, W autonomy 55T Wt fir ^rOT CoT^-JT^t 
CVSOT '*rfV^T? C’f^, ^tTO C’PT (TTOOT C5t^^^‘t CSt^ lHL\i>*i I fttoJ 4^ Wf^ 

^|vrf7 rfTir 4r?rff i c^ OTri-irOTt^nw? ^ vote^ *nTTf^, 

OTfV frot^ OTn I tfOTT^ vote fro 4^Tr^ TOtOT MTfSlTO I CTO OT ?1 

4 <fTr^ 4 n (TT ^nrff c^ f^rrroir vronr ^ i OTv? cro ^tr?, fro '*Ttcf , ’tfiOT 

'TO, '9OTf% ^TO, TOOT ^Cf I 4<f5r C»I ’TTO TO^ ^ tfTO WTOT W^TT^ I 

Government of India Act4 ^iTOf OTTI TOT? i 4^ CTO TO Government 

of India CTO ^iTTO? OTTi ^ frocfH, c’f^ro vnrrf i ^tTO 4rTOi? ^n, 

^fTTO ’ttTO r’c'S 4^^ ’Ttnr f^Ts vv fro » (Laughter) 4^ ^’ri ^*tff TO i 
TOfi Parliament4^ f% TO?i ? c^'Ttr^ >TTcv^ c^ roo fM, 4<f^ 

6CX3 TO frocf I C^ TOI '^WCViJ Parliament4'Q TO. “^OTR: c^ ’T 'It,” ’TTO^ 
TO I c^ TO b^rff I 4> ^tro *nrTO ^artib fV i 5 v ^t^r, scucf 

CT9 ^ ; cTOc^ ^CHir TO TOi (Tt^tr 5-rii P^inirf OT ’^Ri. 'I'm tot. bu to i 

CTOT^r TO ^ TOl CTOC^ TO (THT I d OT '1*15 

cwri^i c^ TOTf KO^ to OT ^ f^. 4 ^ i (LaughU*r.) 

♦ffTO'QVTTO (7T^ CTO CTO VVTO I 4f5T't CTO ^TTf , fTO ■^t'l;^ C^"T STTr^, TO 

Cn*^ OTM I TOf^ 4^ ?*! fro NN TOTf I W 4^ C?*f"t C^5 f^tTlTC? OT TOT 

membervi m OT OT5 OTfro TO' cTOTc ?n, 4^ ^iTOlin toito i OTt? opiw>sition4V 

4tfl r^R TOTR, ^rfir fr^r? n TOR. ^TTOtHR jtCOT '»fTOT^ TOTR I ' 

Sir, ^*?n c^ cwtcbfii 4t CV)rporation4 cvti^ c^fr itt?n cTO^^? f;i^f 

R High (V»urt4« T5 Barrister, 4 ^ 4^ 5tOT 1W OCTR 

fee, 4^ ’T? Prnt ^ ^ cvt^n tor i Sir, 4 ^ fois^ eos [to 

fffW^ TOR CVT^ C^^ ^rt? 'G'OT I 'mTOl TO ^OTCTO 5T5 4C^, OTTCTO CfT^ ^tC5, 

fTO ^cf, »rOT 'OTf—^TOi c^ TO CTO 4<rtrJT 4Rr?i '^rrmro co, ^ cv^»?n ^ (Rf*> 

firfro TO I 'STO, '■TRRTCTO OT TO ^ mcM 'sirf^ btv ^ri cro ^ 1 to; tot cro 

OTT CTOCT, ’jfv TOOT '■twwft ^r'lOTl ^ I iv CTOCT '^IT'RtCTO TO I Sir, 

4t cvttTm ’TTtOT I 'OT OTTTO TOTOR ^sHCTO Government 4^ 4TO TOinr i 

4^ cTO^r TOfbr 4^ “Statesman”, Assembly cvR, ReporterM*t, Members’ Salaries 

Bill; Lahore, Det‘ember 15: “The Punjab Assembly adjourned 'sitie die’ to-day 
after passing their official Bills, including the Punjab Legislative Assembly 
(Allowance of Members) Bill, which raised the monthly salaries of the members 
from Rb. 200 to Rs. 3(K), that is, 50 per cent. OT OTTCTO memberfi, OTTO TOb 
33 per cent.4W^ ^tcb 1 OTTOr I 4TOR oppose TOffC^ 1 VTO, — C^flt M. Hossain, 
Leader of the Opjxisition, urging the withdrawal of the Bill suggested that instead 
of spending rnon* money on nicml^ers’ salaries Government should ameliorate the 
condition of low-paid employees, 4^ v’c^ argument, Opposition Leader4i 1 
OT OT Sir Monohar Lai, Finance Minister^ said that Government were not 
neglecting their low-paid employees. In the past six months Government had 
inOreased their expenditure on dearness allowance by Rs. tw'o crores, not 
one lao. ^ OTT ^ cyf® ^ ill-paid to emplfiyeecro 1 cTOtR justification OTf I 
« 

(At thia stage the member having reached his time limit, resumed bis seat). 
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Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir. 1 rise 
to oppose the motion with a full sense of resiMUisihility. I ain fully aware. 
Sir, that the prices of the necessary article', of lite have increased enor- 
mou^lly, that the stay in Calcutta has been much more expensive than what 
it was wlien the Bill was passed into law in the yeai 19>17, but in spite of 
all this, this (onsideration should not he allowed to prevail. 

Sir Nazirniiddin has illustrated that <mr jiosition is e<|ual to that of em- 
ployees. We are certainly not employees of tiovernment. We have come here 
to represent our c(Ul^tituencies, to serve the people in the localit.v and we must 
be prepared to make sacrifice and to underj^o ^lealer sacrifice, if it ia 
necessary, 

Mr. Deputy Speaker. Sir. it is .said that this Hill is rjecessary tor giving 
relief to the members of the Legislature. But before giving relief to u|j I 
shall refer to the condition of the menial staff of this House. Their nay 
was Rs. Id and the (Calcutta Allowance was its. “J. ^ It In a ridiculously low 
sum. and now they have been drawing, 1 understaipl, Hs. IJH. Is it suffi- 
cient for menial staff to stay in Calcutta on a small pittance of Hs. If 

any iclief in to bo irivt'ii, the relief mu^t he given tt» the menial staff cd thia 
Ilou-^e. 

I shall come to unothei <jUestion. Not onl\ (ht^ menial stuff of thia 
llouhe hut also the iiunistenal stall of this House re(|uire an immediato 
relief. I understand. Sir, the pa\ of the lower gra«ie ininisierial staff 
from Rs. tit) to Rs. IdO. with not an annual ineiement but a biennial incre- 
ment of Rs. ') Then. Sir, the pa\ ot the Lpper Di\i-*if>n ministerial ofiicerji 
IS H.s. II 0 --H 8 . 'iOtl. Hel<»re the >eai 19 Id when the Couiieil was in session 
they used to draw a ilail\ allow anee of Rs. d ior extra work hut that has 
b(*eii diseonliiiued in (he \ear IJHd Wlien the .VsNeml)lv is in session they 
work uj> till T or S at night and flie\ an* entitled to draw a daily allowance 
(d R>* d tliat was allowed to them hctoic the u'ar I91d. This must he 
rtviMil hcioic we ale (o get an\ allowance. So. Sii, wi* huNC been vcf} 
unnist 1*t tile nlfiM'i> ot ihi.s lloU''e. to the imMiial'' oi tlii" lloU'.e, but we 
want to gi\f‘ reliei to oui-'flve" 

riieti. Sn. I cannot hut cite ihe iii-itame ot tlie piiinaiv school tcaclicrs. 
'1 he pmuaiN ^ehoid teaeliei-' draw a Miiall pittanie ot Rs. Ki im linling the 
allovcuuce that has hecn gianletj to them oij aeeoiint ol <leai lie's, small 
pittance (d Rs. Itl. Is it sufli< lent hat is the condition ot (*ducation 

in th(* niial areas?' The leaidiers ha\e left file sehiads, linai/ine Ihe piidure 
ol school huibliiigs Indole \oui eves. '1 Im‘ sidiooi huildmgs ale m a dilapi- 
dated condition The\ need iiuimsliate repair. I put a supplementary 
(lue.-'tion to tin* Hon'ble Mini.ste? in ( haige <d fldin at ic»n. He said ihia 
could not he done toi w.int <d tuinU. I'hiinls are a\ailahle in the csist* of 
giving relief to the members of the legislature hut lumls are not availahlo 
in order to give relief to the leaelieis (d' priimii\ schools. 

Then, Sir, thi.s Mini.stry are anxious to pass the Seeondarv Lducufinn 
Bill, hut do they know’ the eomlition of Herondarv s<*lio(d t«*aehers in the 
rural areas?' The secoiidury .school teachers have left the .schools and edu- 
cation has conic to a stop in rural uieas. Not onl\ primary education but 
also secondary education ba.s been stopped <ui uMount (d W’ant of tunds. 
They have mil funds to amelmrate tin* <’ondiln)n ot the secondary w’lowd 
teachers but they have funds to ameliorate the condititm of the meiiihers 
of the liCgislature, Sir, I can multipl\ iiistanees. The district bo«rd and 
the munieipal employees are in a ver\ pitiable condition. I shall only 
remind them that they should be guided In one conhideration — the human 
<y)iisiderati<)ii. Their need is greater than iiflne. They liave been weighed 
in the balance and they have been found wanting. Tliey are in an advan- 
tageous [osition and so they want to ameliorate their own condition but 
they do not looh|todhe ^ffering.s of other*. ^ 

Then, Sir, it has bt'en .s;iid that they havo» got the right because the 
prices of necessaries of life hav^ increased and the stay in CalcuttM Viuii 
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become much more expensive. We people generally think of rights hut we 
do not think of duties. First of all we must think of our duties. How 
many of us are prepared to perform our duties!" Independence of India will 
not be jioHsible if you yourselves think of the rights of the citizens hut do 
not do the duties that are imposed on you as members of the Assembly. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, the previous speaker has indulged in so many 
untruths that it is impossible to contradict them. He said vUien the Money- 
lenders Bill was introduced we opjmsed it. We never ojjposed the Money- 
lenders Bill. If there w^as any opposition, it was by way of amendment 
which was put forw'ard for the purpose of giving gieater relief. He said 
that the Bengal Tenancy Bill was opposed by us. The Bengal Tenancy 
Bill was not opposed by us. If any amendment was put forward, the amend- 
m«^t was put forward for the purpose of giving relief to the agriculturists. 
Amendments were put forward to give relief to the agriculturists but these 
amendments have been ^ thwarted by the Ministers. Kecently, Sir, in our 
locality on account of section 23 of the Bengal Tenancy Act, large number 
of suits have been instituted for ejectment under section 155 of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act, for excavating a tank in a certain portion of holding. Suits 
have been instituted in large numbers and this cxcavati<ui of tanks is a 
necessity for the benefit of the rural population. Sir, J put for ward a Bill 
in order to amend section 23 of the Bengal Tenancy Act and suggested a 
consequential amendment of section 155 of the said Act, but that Bill was 
thwarted by the Ministers. Thev sa\ that they have s\m])alhy for the 
agriculturists, but as a matter of fact, \u* ha\e seen that the\ have got no 
sympathy for the agriculturists. 

Sir, it is said that we are hypocrites — those who oj)po^(‘ the Bill are 
Jiypocritcs. It \ou ('all h>j»ocritcs, we wouid (Uij\ like i,, ,sa\ in repl\ 

that a man is judgt'd by himself. They know that ieall> we aie‘n((t hypo- 
crites and we really feel that such a Bill should not hv J)a^^('(I into law. 
Sir, w’e really feel that such a Bill that seeks to ameliorate the condition 
of the members of this House at such a time like this should not ht* passed 
into law. Sir, Mr. .Narendra Narayan (’hakrabarty has said that if we are 
also w'illiug, he is prepared to deposit Hs 50 with' the Iloii’hh* Minister in 
charge of the Home Department in order to givr rtdiet to tlu' securit.v 
prisoners. Why should he make a depcJsit i" We know h«)w lo give reliet 
to our friends who are rotting in jaiis. As a matter ot tact, we^iie doing 
that. Do they know thaty should a depo.^it In* made with the Hon’hh* 

Minister in charge of the lloiiie Department who hu^ got no s\nipatliv for 
these peopled If my friend is anxious to makt* a deji(».sit, let him make a 
deposit, but why should he say “if”!" If he is n>all\ senous about that*, 
let him make a dejmsit of Ks. 50 a month with the Home Mil 'i^ter to givt- 
aid to the political prisoners, but so tar as W’e are concerned, we know how 
to give relief to the political prisoners. We sliall do that in sjiite of the 
instruetions from the other side. Sir, it is well-known to many how our 
moiiev is spent. Many of us here are already spending a portion of our pa\ 
for this purpose. We are not utilising the whole amount o\ our pay for 
our own purpose and, if necessity arises, we shall continue to spend the 
money in that way. 

Sir, in this coiineetiou it is impossible to iorget that a very small 
allowance has been granted to some of the detenus who have been detained 
without trial for a long time. Many of tliem have been gmuted no allowance 
at all; further, they luive been detained without trial. I suhmit Sir that 
if they have Iw'en detained w;ithoul trial, each one of them should get an 
allowance. Hither they should l>e prosecuted on charges or they should be 
reloaded, and if the release is not ixissihle, then each one of them should be 
tf»nted an allowance. So, I submit, here is a wise in Tvjiich we feel, strongly 
feel, and we sp»k with a sense of responsibility, that this is an ill-conoeived 
piece of legislation. The' allowances of., the members of the Legislature 
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should not be increased at such a time in Bengal. Sir, it is difficult to give 
a picture of the miseries of the people of Bengal. It is useless because that 
picture will not soften the hearts of the Ministers. 

With these words, I do op{>ose the third rending of the Bill, 

Mr. NISHiTHA NATH KUNDU: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, one of 
our friends was expressing regret that he has found many apparatuses to 
record many things, but he has not found an upinirutus to record the inner 
human feelings. 1 say, Sir, that the gentleman, I mean Maulvi Mozammel 
Huq^, w’lio was expressing regret was himself u “manometer’' recording very 
efficiently through his speech the patronage and favour that he received 
from the power that be. Tlicre was nothing sensible in his speech and we 
may treat it with the contempt it deserves. It will he enough if 1 say that 
the speech w’as a speech befitting a clown of the notable Hippodrome ('ircus. 

Sir, a question has been j)ut to us whether we are going to accept this 
or not. I do not understand how* the responsibility is shifted and the 
advisability of introducing this Bill explained by ^>utting (luestions like 
this. It does not matter whether one member or a doien members refuse to 
draw the enhanced salary. It docs not explain how at this lime it is 
advisable to pass a Salary Bill like this on the ground that the cost of living 
has gone up and it must he adequately (‘ompensatod. 

Sir, if it was a sincere narration of principle, I would ask how the sub- 
grade clerks in different Jlistrict offices and the poor (derks in Suh-Eegistry 
offices could do with a paltry sum oi Ks. do per month. Who are those 
clerks? Tlte\ aie our relations. Their status is eipiiil to our status. If a 
son or daugliter of their tamilv is found ill of tj^phoid, the medicines and 
diet will be the same ly the medicines and diet that will be reijuired for the 
son and duuglitt'r ot the ifon’ble Khwuja Sir Naziniuddin. 

Now, Sir, how does he exjdaiu his sincerity, how' does lie explain that 
he feels [or all w'lio are suflering trom want of a jjrojier remuneration? Sir, 
tlie feeling in the (‘oiinti\' is that we, members, uu* \<*iy sidfish; wt* havti 
got the power ot h*gislati(»o with us and are passing a Salary Bill for im‘reuH- 
ing our salary, but have torgotten the other members who are rendering 
immense public serMcc t(» the country in ilillcrenl oIIhu’ capacities. 

I do not understand how* a MiiUftter introduces a Bill in the hope that 
20 jicisoiis may not draw any lauictil thciclrom. J'.vcii if wi' do not draw it, 
the adMsahihty of such a Jlill is not explained because a memla-r who w’ill 
not draw the enhanced salary will alone receive the credit for not drawing 
it. 'J’hen again, (iovernmeiil have done nothing for the seeiuity prisoners 
who are inside the jails. 1 will only cite two or thiee examphvs. Under 
their liheial policy, (iovernmeiil granted Bs. 10 to S). K. ('. Kundu, a 
security prisoner in the Duin Dum Jail, who has got I t dependents to main- 
tain which w*as increased to Us. 20. They granted Bs. d to tju* w'ldowed 
mother of Sj. K. (J. Uhatterji of the Biesidency Jail which was raised by 
stages first to Us. 10 and then to Us. 15. They liave also granted Us. 20 to 
Sj. N. Modak, a Mukhtear who was practising heiore his arrest and earning 
much more than Us. 20. (Interruption by Mr. Uasik Jail Biswas). We 
know you. Please sit dow*n. This is the way the (iovernment are treating 
security prisoners. We are not depending on the advice of the ineinherH 
opposite in the matter of performing our dutie.s to the security prisoners. 

It will not be an exaggeration to say that there are many members here who 
have during these seven year;} as rejiresentutives in the country, exhausted 
all they had and have in the service of their follow* countrymen. They*are 
prepared to exhaust their all even in future. .Some honourable merabera 
opposite are raising questions which they may ^link, by putting them to 
US, may save their face. They cannot save their face. I give them this 
warning that people in the country are sufficiently intelli^fent to understand 
the reason and the object of introducing this Bill. They will not forgive 
the members responsible for i4. They will not for^t all the things which 
they are doing here. * • 
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As reeards adequacy, I say that even Rs. 200 is not at all adequate even 
now. We do not oppose this Bill because we think that we do not deseiwe 
Rs 200. In merit and in efficiency, I must say, there are a large number 
of members in the Opposition who excel the Ministers, their ^cretaries and 
Under Secretaries. &), if you say that the salaiy be enhanced to Rs 2,500, 
even then it will not be too much to be given for many members adorning 
the Opposition benches. The question of adequacy is not the one which has 
to be considered in introducing a Bill of this kind. It is the time, the 
circumstances and other factors w’hich we have to take into consideration 
and then introduce such a Bill. Why not withdraw it if you want to test 
our sincerity. We challenge you to withdraw it and see how we face it. 


Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Sir, my friend Mr. Mopmmel Huq 
has abused us for nothing. He (tannot understand why tins Bill proposing 
a small increment of Rs. 50 in the members’ emoluments is opposed by us, 
and he will not understand it. This session has been summoned for two 
main reasons. One is to propose certain amendments to the Assembly 
Procedure Rules so ‘that the. Secondary Kducation Bill may be passed. 
Another reason is to bring in the Salary Bill tf> please the members. This 
Bill has been thrust upon the Hon’ble (’hief Minister and therefore I have 
nothing to say to him. I would ask the honourable members to recall that 
when the Assembly was prorogued last time, there were no-confidence 
motions before the House. This Bill has been brought in to see that mem- 
bers do not change their sides. That is an important point to be noted in 
this connection. 

We are glad that Mr. Mozammel lluq has described us as hypocrites 
because the Congress members opposed the Salary Fill in the Punjab. He 
has not quoted Uie extract fullv. The passage reads thus : “The Bill was 
opposed by the Congress and the Muslim League”. So, if we are hypo- 
crites, they are also hypocrites. We are told that if we do not w ant any 
increase in salary, we need not take it. If that is the attitude of members 
opposite, why don’t they ask the Hon’ble Chief Minister to get a Bill pro- 
IKising an increase of Rs! 50 only to their members, Parliamentary Secretaries 
and Under Secretaries Iwirring the opposition, so that the latter cannot 
draw a single jiie more than Rs. 150. You can introduce such a Bill and 
-get it passed. With the slogan of relief of detenus, in their lips, some 
memliers justify this increase. Is that not hypocrisy? Under the lead of 
Mr. I^rat Chandra Bose, members of this side of the House contributed 50 
per cent, of their salaries and some even 75 per cent., two of whom have 
gone to the other side today. Therefore the meniliers on this side of the 
House are not hyjHx rites and my friend Mr. Rasik Ijal Biswas did not contri- 
bute anything and so he left us. Let us not abuse each other. The Bill 
that has been brought bv the Hon’ble Chief Minister has. as I have said, 
been thrust upon him. I’his is the result of a warning given by the Chief 
Whip that Government could not bring in any good legislation unless they 
please the meml>ers. vSo, they have deemed it fit and proper to bring in this 
legislation first. Members ought to have been a little more generous to the 
sixteen men who are working as Parliamentary Secretaries. Perhaps after 
this Bill is passed, they will also be given an increase in their emoluments. 
I may say that they deserve it because they work just as hard as the 
Ministers. If the Ministers can draw Rs. 2,500, then the Parliamentary 
Secretaries can claim an increase of Rs. 250 or Rs. 000. I may tell the 
House that it is not a question of an increase of Rs. 50 only. Y^ou are all 
representatives of the people. Y’^ou are representing your constituencies. 
Your constituencies are starving. You cannot claim any increase in salary. 
You have suggested an increase of Rs. 50 only because the European Party 
would not agree t6 Rs. 250 or Rs. 800. Therefore it is no use abusing the 
Opposition. You should abuse the Muslim licngue of the Punjab and the 
Congress of this Province. It is true that in’ Orissa the salary of members 
has oeen increased froiu Rs. 75 to lU. 100 and the daily allowance from 
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Bft. 2-8-0 to Rs. 10. An increase has also been made in the eaiai7 c l mem- 
bers in Assam. But I would ask the members : Are Assam, Orissa ei'd the 
Punjab so famine-stricken as Bengal ? 1 ask you one thing more : By 
whom these things were done!' They w^ere done neitlier by League Ministry, 
nor by Congress Ministry but by a Ministry devoid of the Congress and the 
League. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Sir Naeimuddin 

(As soon as the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin rose to sneak, <wo luem- 
bers from the Opposition benches, namely, Maulvi Abdul Wahed and Sj. 
Narendra Nath l)as Gupta also Rise to speak.) 

Order, order. The arrangement on Thursday hist was tlmt on the closing 
day only the leaders would .speak. I got only one name and that Mas to 
Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee, but I do not find him lien*. Only to aoeoin- 
modate some members it was decided that 1 M'ould close the debate nt 
7 o’clock and the lloirhle Minister in charge of the Bill would then reply. So 
it is impossible to (‘arry on if everybody wants tti s{>eak. It is the custom of 
the House that arrangement should be made by tfie Whips of rt*«p<H'tive 
parties to give me the list of names of members wh/^ wantiul to speak. So 
1 am sorry I cannot alloM other members to HjM‘ak now, and 1 hope membors 
will not persist. 

Maulvi ABDUL WAHED: fr, tfrtsrv civti 5 ti ^ 

i Tsrr® fro tfcsrv Tt*fi 

fro ^ I 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have accommodated as nuviiy memberH as 
jmssible, and member^ who drew’ my attention and approachet) me personally 
1 had allowed them to speak. Gn the last day, possibly Thursday, and 
even today the Whij) of the Knsliak Praju Party did not see me and suggest 
any name from that part\. Now at the eleventh hour when 1 have ui%od 
the Hon’ble Minister in < hurge to speak, gentlemen fRun all sides of the 
House rise to speak. Jn tliat ea.sc it is impossible to carry on. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, may I request vou to waive your 
objection and allow’ one member from the Kishak Praja Party to speaks 
It’ is exi>ected that every party in the H«mse, particularly mernhem repM- 
seiitiiig difleient partie.s in the GpiKisitioii, should have a Chance to speak, 
but there bus not been one single nnunber far from the Krishak Praja 
Party who has spoken, and it is only fair that one member from that party 
should be allowed to speak. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: 1 have m» objection to that. I can allow 
Maulvi Abdul Wahed to speak for five minutes. But I would like to say 
again that it was up to the Whip of that party to inform me beforeha»d so 
that under the cin umslaiK es 1 could curtail the time of other speakers and 
allow him to speak without any difficulty. 

Maulvi ABDUL WAHED : mm, wtwrr mPirm ffwi 

fvm yfkmoi, to cmvcvfwcmr ^rwi fro cvcmivr mw 

wm ^ ? (Hear ! hear. ) m ^ mwj vnrcf ‘cvim m ^ 

(laughter) wm ^ cmwtm mcm ^ 

yy ^ i c? TOp ^ i fWk ^ 

C!fi7n. CV (interruption). 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. Order, order. I will not allow any 
personal reference to he made with regard to any member of this House. I 
have already said and it is common knowledge that members could moi 
attack other memtiers pengnaliy. \ 
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Mr. 8YED HASAN ALI CHOWDHURY: Sir, when you have allowed 
Mr Mozammel Huq to cast reflection on a member of the Opposition, it is 
only fair that you snould allow us also to reply to that. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have disallowed that and I have ordered 
that those expressions should not find any place in the proceedings. 

Mr. 8YED HASAN ALI CHOWDHURY; But Mr Mozammel Huq 
continued even after that to cast reflection on Mr. Abdur Rezzak. 

(Cries of “No, no“ from the Coalition Benches.) 

Mauivi ABDUL WAHED : TOf 

C*r C^T^^TI *fWB I eg?* C^tt^ 

i5^3R C4\5 TI ^r41 '5^ 4T?fr^, 41 15141 

414 ^^44 4c4 4^1414 4C4 *^^14 C4r4 44414 W»TT WU\ ^t4C?^ I 

(Interruption and a voice ; 4 '4^4*0 ^ f^4 i ) ^lf4 4^11^, (Tit ^141 

05114 «ltwr4 ^1414 (Tit 051044 4l4 41? 4T4 ^<^414 4?t^ ^54; f44Tl 44l 'il^ 

<tf?R404 <44^ 4t^5n 04014 4R»[t4t4li:4 1^1414 C5^ 441^4 I fit’ll 44015 4t;5Ttm ^01? 

^4!?1 441 4lvn 404 9U?X^, 3tf4 4T^5Tl4 tf4l4 4ft 4114 4104404 %5l41 44015 ^ 41^414 

4r44l4t4‘t 4t4t0*f4 4t0^ f8rasl41 440^, **^415 ^51154 04*^^ 4lf4 40^5 4^04 C4t4 0414 4ft4 4ll^ 
4040^”“^^ 441 WT 1441 ? ^lf4 15l4 W4l4 5lt 4114 4lfBRfTO4 4l0^ I vi]4^ ^tv5T04 
C*r4l 4105^ (Tit ‘5ll54'04‘'^ ^ 4Jl4'44l4t ^*?044 I. C. S., 4044 B. C. S., <4044 4^ 4? 0^114, 

4«|ltft 411^104, cut ym 4141 444 C5l4l4t4l4t 411^04 441 ^40 4141 44415104 15141 Cl[^14 

tm^ 15145 ^tl5‘t"04‘1» 0404 I 4l::5n qi5‘l'C4‘^i? 1514 C4l4 tff^!4 440^ 41 I (A VOICE : f44n 
411 l) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order. You are absolutely out of 
order. You come to your point. < 

Mauivi ABDUL WANED : ^tf 4 ^ 141 ? no 4 o^ i ' 4 i 40 i 5 cto 45 C 5 t 4 c^iti 4401 101? 

151044 411 41 40:4 ^141 414 41 I M4 40^0^, ’Il3't04 4044 0451 041104 0454 

14041(451 4040!^ I f5f4 (^044 ^14 0451 I ^1104 ^4 ^‘^14 0451 5W4 44lO*ll4 (404. '^14 414 
(il1104 414 ^^14 5ft0l4 0451 51 lf4i4 05^1 4401^ I (Uproar. A VOICE : C4'i 4144141 *4:4 4lt ?) 
41(4 4C4f^ 5141 4;ni4 '534, ^141 044 op]K)Se 404 4l4lU^ 4114 414 C4044 ? 5l41 41 ^551 51^ 
4405 41C44 I (A VOICE: 044 41W41 4044 4lt 441 '4 44r4*1 ? ) c!]i?1 (qvfn^ ^t(4 

414^3 4411 4(4 4lt I 'ill4<3 4lf4 challenge 44(^, 4143 4tf4 ‘flit 44^5 4Tt4 4rf5?^V4 (44 

t[51l4l4 44’4 I 4(4 tf5Il4T4 4(405 (^ 4l44 41 ^114, 51^04 ^lf4 44041, (5f4 5t0^ 4044 04VT4- 
041 0^1404 ^tC?, ^1044 4044 C4V14C44 4r=?l05 “lOi?, 5lC^ >4:44 04414044 TO 41105 (^ (44 

40401^1 I ^Pl '4141044 ^41 44 1 “f5f4 f44 ^(^1^14 ^4” 404 '4ir4 ijt >r<J5 

Oppi^HO 4^4r^ I 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, 1 Hnd that none of the 
important points that 1 raised when 1 moved the motion for the Bill being 
taken into consideration, not even one of those points, have been met by 
the members of the Opposition. Honourable nieinbers have only tried to 
gain cheap publicity by making speeches on this Bill. All 1 can say is that 
Mr. Mozammel Huq made our position quite clear and 1 have nothing 
further to add. 

Mr. ilOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: How do you reconcile your League 
Policy here in Bengal with the League Policy in the PunjabV 

The motion of the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazirauddin that the Bengal 
Legislative Chambers (Members’ Emoluments) Amendment Bill, 1944, as 
settled in 'the Assembly be passed, was then put and a division taken with 
the following result; — 

" AYES— 73. 

AMM Main, Mr. Mina. 1 Abdul MetaMD Malfk, Or. 

Abdul Nikliiii Mauivi (Myinanaifigli). Abdulla-AI Mahmood, Mr. 

Abdul Hakim Vlkrampurl, MauIvI Md. I Abdur R/diman, Kban Bahadur 


A. P. M. 
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Abdur Ratohld Mahmood, Mr. 

Abdur Raihsed, Maulvi Md. 

Abut Fail, Mr. Md. 

Abut Hosain Ahmed, Mr. 

Abul Masud, Kail. 

Abul Quasem, Maulvi. 

Ahmed All Mridha, Maulvi. 

Alfazuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi. 

Aulad Hossain Khan, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi. 

Barma, the Hon'ble Mr. Premharl. 
BIrkmyre, Sir Henry, Bart. 

Biiaras, Babu Lakshmi Narayan. 

Blewas, Mr. Raiik Lai. 

Chakrabarty, Babu Narendra Narayan. 
Chippendale, Mr. 4 . W. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Corstorphine, Mr. E. E. 

Dai, Rai Sahib Anukul Chandra. 

Dais, Babu Oebendra Nath. 

Farhad Raza Chowdhury, Mr. M. 

FazIul Quadlr, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 
Fazlur Rahman, Mr. (Dacca). 

Ferguicn, Mr. F. F. M. 

Gladding, Mr. D., C.I.E. 

Gupta, Mr. J. N. 

Gyasuddin Ahmed Choudhury, Alhadl. 
Hahzuddin Choudhuri, Maulvi. 
Hamiduddin Ahmad, Khan Sahib. 

Hasina Murshed, Mrs., M.B.E. 
Hatemally Jamadar, Khaik Sahib Maulvi. 
Haywood, Mr. Rogers. 

Idris Ahmed Mia, Maulvi. 

Jasimuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi. 

Kazem Alt Mirza, Sahibzada Kawan Jah 
Syed. 


Kennedy, Mr. I. Q. 

Me. Intosb, Mr. 0., C.B.E. 

Mandal, Mr. Banku BeliaH. 

Mandat, Mr. Jagat Chandra. 

Mandal, the Hon'ble Mr. ifoBiiidra Nath. 
Maniruddin Akhand, Maulvi. 

Morgan, Mr. G., C.I.E. 

Moslem All Mollah, Maulvi M. 

Mozammel Huq, Maulvi Md. 

Muhammad Abdul Halim Molla, Mr. 
Muhammad Ibrahim, Maulvi. 

Muhammad Israil, Maulvi. 

Mukerjea, the Hon'ble Mr. Taraknath, 
M.B.E. 

Multiok, the Hon'ble Mr. Pulln Bshary. 
Musharruff Hossain, the Hon'ble Nawab> 
Khan Bahadur. 

Nazimuddin, the Hon'ble Khwaja Sir, 
K.C.I.E. • 

Ratkut, Mr. Prasanna Deb. 

Roy, Mr. Dhananjoy. 

Salim, Mr. S. A. 

Serajul Islam, Mr. 

Shahabuddin, the Hon'ble Mr. Khwaja» 
C.B.E. 

Singha, Babu Kshetra. 

Sirdar, Babu Litta Munda. 

Smart, Mr. J. N. 

Smyth'Osbourne, Mr. D. G. 

Stark, Mr. A. F. 

Suhrawardy, the Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 
Tamizuddin Khan, the Hon'ble Mr. 
Thorman, Mr. C. M. 

Walker, Mr. J. R. 

Yousuf Mirza. 

Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. 

Zlllur Rahman Shah Choudhury, Maulvi. 


N0ES~46. 


Abdul Hahz, Mr. Mia. 

Abdul Majid, Mauivi (Mymensingh). 

Abdul Wahed, Maulvi. 

Badi Ahmed Choudhury, Khan Bahadur 
Haji. 

Badruddoja, Mr. Syed. 

Banerjee, Mr. Pramatha Nath. 

Banerji, Mr. P. 

Barma, Mr. Puspajit. 

Basu, Mr. Santosh Kumar. 

Bhawmik, Dr. Gobinda Chandra. 
Chattopadhyay, Mr. Haripada. 

Chaudhuri, Rai Harendra Nath. 

Das, Babu Radhanath. 

Das, Mr. Monmohan. 

Das Gupta, Srijut Narendra Nath. 

Datta, Mr. Dhirendra Nath. 

Dolul, Mr. Harendra Nath. 

Dutta, Mr. Sukumar. 

Dutta Gupta, Miss Mira. 

Edbar, Mr. Upendranath. 

FazIul Huq, Mr. A. K. 

Gupta, Mr. Jogesh Chandra. 

Hasan Ail Chowdhury, Mr. Syed. 

The Ayes being 73 and the Noes 46, 


Kumar, Mr. Atui Chandra. 

Kundu, Mr. Nlshltha Nath. 

Majumdar, Mrs. Hemaprova. 

Mandat, Mr. BIrat Chandra. 

Maqbul Hosain, Mr. 

Muhammad Afzal, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
Syed. 

Mukherjee, Mr. B. 

Nasker, Mr. Hem Chandra. 

Ramizuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Roy, Mr. Charu Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. Kamalkrishna. 

Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath. 

Roy, Mr. Patiram. 

Sanauilah, Dr. 

Sanyal, Dr. Naiinaksha. 

Sanyal, Mr. Sasanka Sekhar. 

Sen, Mr. AtuI Chandra. 

Sen-Gupta, Mrs. Nellie. 

Sinha, Srijut Manindra Bhusan. 

8ur, Mr. Harendra Kumar. 

Thakur, Mr. Pramatha Ranfan. 

Tofel Ahmed Choudhury, Maulvi Hg|l. 
Wailur Rahman, Maulvi. 

the motion was carried. 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 7-18 p.rn. till 4 p.m. on Tuesday, the 
l^th December, 194^, at thefAssembly House, Calt?uita. 
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[19th Dfec., 

Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Thk Asskmmly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday the 
19th December, 1944, at 4 p.m. 


Present: 


Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Syed Naushkr Ali) in the Chair 
Hon ’hie Ministers and 175 members. ’ 


12 


Want of quorum. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, 1 

quorum. 

(After a count wa^} made.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: There is quorum. 


am afraid there is no 


8tarred Question No. 74. 

(Starred question No. 74 was called out for further supplementarv 
questions, but none were put.) 

UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(answer to which wa* laid on the table) 

Questions lying unanswered from previous sessions. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will Mr. Deputy Speaker be 

piOft^OQ to sljltf)— 

(«) llie iiuniber of questions ttml ure lying unanswered from previous 
sessions of the AsseinUly, tfiving the number for each of such 
sessions and the dute wlien with such session wimmenced its 
sittinjf ; 

(b) the reasons why a larpe numl>er of questions have not yet been 

answered ; 

(c) the steps taken by the Assembly Deiiartnient for getting these ques- 

tions answered ; and ^ 

(d) the steps taken for ensurinjr s])eedy disposal of questions? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER (Mr. Syed ilalaluddin Hashemy): (a) The 

honourable member is referred to the list of notices of questions pending on 
the termination of the 18th session of the Ben^ral Legislative Assembly pro^ 
rogued on the 28rd June, 1944, yrhich has l)een circulated to all member^. 

(h) The matter rests entirely with the Administrative departments con- 
cerned. 

(r) and (d) With the announcement of a sevssion reminders are sent to 
Administrative departments. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral anawers were given) 

Trade dieputes between employers and workmen of certain Tea Estates in 

Chittagong district 

Mr. B. MUKHERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Labour Department be pleased to state — ^ * 

(o) wbethw it is^ a fact that the trade dispute between the employers 
of the Eaiyachara, Datmara, Naptune and Cbandranagor Tea 
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Estates and the Daloo Tea Garden in the Chittagong District and 
the workmen employed by them, was settled by an Order of the 
Governor, dated the Kith December, 1943; 

(6) whether it is a fact that, though the said Order was binding in 
effect according to the provisions tluToin, the employers of the 
Tea Estates concerned have consistently refused to observe the 
terms and conditions of employment laiil down in the said Onier; 

(c) whether it is a fact that the (iovernment has failed to prosecute the 
said emydoyers for their abovemen tinned breach of rule 81 A of 
the DoteiK'c of India Itules, despite numerous representations on 
behalf of the workers, and if so, why; 

^{d) what action tlie (iovernment intends to take against the said 
employers ; 

(e) the reason wliy they should not be prosecuted for violation of the 
said order; 

{/) whether the 11 on'ble Minister is awan* that on the HMh September, 
1944, the Manager of the Chamlranagor 'I*ea Company, Ltd., has 
issued notice to the workmen summaril\' evii'ting them from 
their barracks on the plea that they are not working, and has 
ahtunat ]vel\ demanded their signatuies on a bond stating that 
tln'v are neillier members of tin* Chittagong Cha-Hagan Mazdur 
Cnion. nor have an\ connection ^\ith it; 

(//) wh(Mliei’ (he (io\ernment jiropose to take immediat(‘ s(t‘j)s to secun? 
(/) withdrawal of the said notice ami Ismd ; (li) unconditional 
readmission into the gardens of all worktu’s who may have been 
e\i(ttsl niidei the s.iid notice; (in) the le-opening and normal 
working of the Tea Estates and (lardens involved in tin* said 
disj)ut«‘: and nr) full implcimmtation of the t(‘rms and conditions 
of emploMiient as laiil down in the said Order of Kith December, 

• 1943 .^^ 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMERCE, LABOUR and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. K. Shahabuddin) : {a) and (h) Yes. ' 

(c) Complaints have been lodged against the managers of three tea 
estates and the Managing Agents. 

(//) and (c) Do not arise. 

(/) A complaint was received from the Chittagong Cha-Ibigan Mazdur 
Union on tin* ‘27th September, 1944, that an effort was being made to open 
the gradens wliich were closeii so long and that some agents of the emjiloyers 
were collecting thunih impressions from the workers binding them to resign 
their memhership Iroiii the Union as a condition for employment but no 
?oni])laint ot e\ iction iroin any quarters lias so fai been r»M'eived. The 
District Magistrate, Chittagong, is being asked to enquire and re])ort. 

(f/) The matter is under consideration awaiting reixuts from local 
officers. 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: With reference to answ’er (/) 
where it is stated that “the District Magistrate is being asked to enquire 
and report”, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state when the 
District Magistrate is expected to enquire and report? 

Th6 HOfl’bte Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN. It is very difficult to say the 

5 xact date. Just before corning here 1 made enquiries and leai;nt tfiat no 
reply has yet been received from the Di.strict Magistrate. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: How long the matter is hanging? 
[ want to know that. 

The Hon'bla Ar. K. SflAHABUDDUl: 1 atn not in a position to give 
the date. * * 
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Applications made by Trade Unions for adjudication under rule 81A of 
the Defence of India Rules. 


^166. Mr. B. MUKHERJI. Will the Iloii’ble Minister in charge of the 
Labour Dejiartment be pleased to state — 

(a) how many applications for adjudication under rule 81A of the 
J)efence of Jndia Rules have been received by the Labour Depart- 
ment from registered Irade Unions during the period from 1st 
January, 1944, up to date; 

(h) in how many cases of the said applications orders for adjudication 
have actually b(!eu passed ; 

(r) for what reasons orders have been withheld in the remaining cases; 
{d) by what principles, if any, (Government is guided in the matted of 
passing or withholding orders for adjudication; 

{e) whether the Ilon’ble Minister is aware that a large numlier of 
aiiphcations ,for adjudication of trade disputes are in the (lovern- 
ment’s poss/>ssion for long periods of time; and 
(/) what he proixises to do to exi)edite passing of orders on the said 
apjilications ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: (a) 45 

(h) 19. 


(c) Seven oases have been settled by conciliation, 
is Ix'ing made to settle by conciliation. The remainin 
the consideration of (lovernment. 


In 13 case'- an effort 
g () cases are under 


{d) A tra.lp (li.spHfe rpterrvd fnr adjudicntion wliop an .-ftorl for seltlinij 
by conciliation fail-s ami ad.imlicntiou is considcied neccssarv for tlie maiti- 
teiinnce of puldic order or llie cdii ient proscciilion of tlio n'ar or for inaiii- 
tuining supidiPN and scrviccH o.s^cntial to the life of llic coiiiiimnitv. 

(e) I’lcase see (c) aliove. 

'.’f !>Pndin)f cases nill he passed as soon as possihle. They 
we being’ examined witli lli«; greatesl jmssiblp expedition. 


Redress of grievances of skilled workers in engineering concerns of the 

Pravince. 

“UKHERJI; Will the Uon'hle Minister in charge of the 
Labour I)e|mrlnien( Ik- pleased to stale— tiiarge or uie 

(o) wliellier he is aware of the large niiiiit.er of unjustified dismissals 
arassmeiits, restrielions. eti-., of skilled workers in the engineer: 
ing eonoern.s of tW |’roviiice. as a result of the amendments to 

of 17 th ^Tulv irua‘"“Tle'‘7y;‘ Tpclwiieal Personnel Ordinance 
of nth Jiilx, liMd and the Order, thereon hv the Chairman 
Na^nmal Service lailKiiir Tribunal (Uengal)' of 3rd January,’ 

(6) whetliiw he iS aware of Ihe widespread resentment among technical 
«orker.s o the said regulations, and reiK-alcl representations 
/ N “'“"‘''■ous Trade Unions ; ^ ^"‘^tions 

(e) whv the National Service Tailsuir Tribunal. Bengal, has failed to 
deal promptly with hundred.s of complaiiils on the score of the said 

(d) whether the Oovernipent is prepared to 

(0 pre.ss for the withdrawral of the said amendment: 
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The Hon’ble Mr, K. 8HAHABUDDIN: The National Service Ubour 
Tribunal is under the administration of the Central Government. I am not 
responsible for its administration and therefore unable to answer the 
question. 

Mr, DHIRENDRA NATH DATTAs Does the Government consider the 
desirability of referring these complaints to the Central Government for 
redress ? 

The Hon’ble Mr, K. 8HAHABUDDIN: 1 can send u copy of the 
question and answer to the proper authorities. 

8cheme for utilisation of waterfalls in Caro Hills of Assam for developing 
hydro-electric power. 

M68. Maharaja BHUPENDRA CHANDRA 8IHGHA, of 8usana: Will 

the Jlon’hle Minister in cliarge of the Commerce. , LalH)ui‘ and Industries 
(Post-VV'ar Heconstruction) Department he jdcased (o slate — 

(a) whetlier any scheme for utilising the wuhufalls in the Garo Hills of 
Assam for devedoping hydro-electric; |H}Wcr is under their con- 
ternpialion; and 

{b) wild her tlic ( lovernment of A‘<sam has been a]>proa(’hed by the 
(jovernment of Bengal in this connection?^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN: in) No such scheme is 
under contemplaliorg but (h(‘ Klfvtricity Suh-Commil1(M* of the Ptist-War 
Beconstnictiou ('ommittec* has r(*p()i ted that it might 1 m‘ possible to work 
nut a scheme of h\ dro-elecl m'( power development in the auui in (piestion. 
Government have under consideration a pio[>osal to appoint some highly 
quali^i^d [lower engineers to work out the details of this ami other schemes. 

{h) Docs not arise until the details <if the s< heme have been worked out. 
The (lOMTiiment of Assam will h<* appi<)a(h(*(i in due course. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to the Post-War 
Reconstruction (dmmittei*. Suh-Cnmmit fee, will the llon’hle MiiiistiT ho 
pleased to stale \\lie(lier any ie(‘<)mmeii(lation lias been made hv that Suh- 
Commitee rc’gardiiig li> dro-electi ic power Station in or neat about the area 
which woulil not leipiire any ndenmee to an_\ other (iov(*riiment 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN; Sir, I will nder the honourahlo 
member to m> answer to (piesiion {<n wliere I have admitted that smdi a 
reference has heii madt* h\ tin* Suh-( 'ommittee ami that (bivernment is only 
waiting for the appointment of these oth(a*r.s to take up the preparation and 
examination of the stdieiiie. 

I 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'lde Minister he pleased to 
state what step has Government taiien so fur to proceed wdth the appoint- 
ment of technical experts? 

The Hon’ble Mr, K. SHAHABUDDIN: 1 can assure my lionourable 
friend that the proposals have passed the difficult stage and now definite 
steps will he taken for their appointment. • 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it a fact that the Member in charge 
of Post-War Reconstruction, Government of Ipdia, has felt great disappoint- 
ment at the manner in which the Bengal Government have proceeded with 
post-war schemes? 

The Hon’ble Ifr, K, 8|4AHABUDDIN: I fyibmii, Sir, that it does not 
arise strictly from this que,stion, but a.*? far as ihe electricity question is 
concerned, there was no such feeWng expressed. 
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HALIHAK8HA SANYAL* Is it a fact that the Government of 
India may not be in a position to put into the priority list of suplies of 
electricity plant, unless the Government of Bengal put forward their 
demand or requirement at an early date? 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN; With great respect I submit 
that this question does not arise out of this. 

Mr. 8PEAKERS The whole thing is this. You have admitted that 
certain recommendations have been made with regard to these appoint- 
ments. Ho wants to know with regard to that. 

Tha Hon*bl6 Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDINs ^o, Sir, that recommendation 
is about a particular scheme, and not about plants ami machinery. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Why fence with words, why not admit 
that you have tailed ? ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. K.^8HAHABUDDINs Now, you see my point. Sir. 

Mr. BREAKER: That question does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if, u])art from the Garo Hills any survey lias be(‘n made or projsised 
to be made of the (’hittagong Hill Tracts entirely lyin^» within the Province 
of Bengal to enable hydro-idectric power develoimuuit with torrential water- 
flow thendn including the Kariiafuli river? 

Th0 Hon’blo Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: No com])rehensive surv(‘v has 
been taken up recentl\ except by the Sub-( ommittei*'’ f)i the Industrial 
Survey Committee, but I may inform my honouiabh* friend that my ])roposal 
is to immediately appcdnt d power (‘iigineers of a very high order who would 
take up not finly the investigation but the jueparation of the scheme? also. 
My proposal is nearing completion and 1 hojie 1 will be able to a])})oint the 
omc(‘rs very soon. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’bb* Minister be pleased 
to state what machinery the Government of Ibmgal is ado])ting or pro]>osing 
to adopt to select the proper type of technical experts in connection with 
the survey of hydro-electric schemes and other tdectricitv schemes in 
Benga]? '' 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: The usual method of recruiting 
such officers will be followed. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what is the usual method? 


The Hon’ble Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: Advertisement both here and 
abroad. In such cases I think it will be necessary to advertise abroad also. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that with a view to advising the Government of 
Bengal as well as the Government of India in connection with the Damodar 
Embankment dam and hydro-electric power possibilities an officer has already 
been selected and he is on his way to India if he has not already arrived. 

The Hoh’ble Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: It may be so, but that does not 
oonoern the appointment of the 3 oflBcers that I have mentioned. 

Df. NALINAKBHA 8ANYAL: Will the HoiPble Minister be pleased 
to state if the appointment of other technical experts than the one already 
appointed or proposed to be appointed is under ccntemplaf ion ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN. I propose to appoint 3 ofBcers. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Mhiiater be pleased 
to state what would be the respective qualitications of these d officers ^ 

The Hon’bie Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: Detailed qualifications have iiqt 
yet been fixed. As I said, we want very highly qualified people for this 
work. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to 
state what would he considered to be liigh qualifications for such officers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: IKdailed qualifications liave not 
been fixed yet. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hoirhle Minister he pleased to 
state what would he tlie detaileil qualifications in the estimate of 
Government ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN; The\ Vill lu* fixed h\ Govern- 
ment alter obtaining suitahle advice 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the llon’hle Minister he pleased to 
state whose advice would the (lovernimuit (d)tain? 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: \\ ‘rsons comiietent to advise the 
Govt'rnment . 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Ilon'hle Minister he pleased 
to state who are the competent persons to advise our Minister in the 
matter? • 

(No. answer.) 

M/. A. F. STARK: Will the Ibm’hle Minister he pleaseil to state if it 
i.s not propos(*d to consult the Governimuit of Assam until tin* Engineers 
have heen appointed and the details of the schemes workial out? 

Tne Hon’ble Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: No, not at the present moment 
till the (dlicer i'* there to consult and advise Govionment in the preparation 
of the schemes. 

% 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Will the Ilon'lde Minister he pleased to state how 
long will it take until the Kngineers havi' heen appointed ami the details of 
the .schemes woik^sl out ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: It is very difficult to give anv 
idea of the time. It depemls on the appointment of the officer and the work 
that he will he doing. 

Mr. A. F. STARK : Is it not proposed to approach the Government of 
India until the.se Engineers have heen appointed and the details of the 
schemes w^irked out? 

The Hon'ble Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN: We may coiinuU the Govern- 
ment of India and ask them, if we find that it will take a long time to 
appoint such officers, to lend us a competent officer to undertake this work. 

FunotkNis of Special OfBoor, Jttto Prioee, Bengal. 

*169. Mr. GIASUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Industries Department he pleased to state — 

(a) the functions of the Sfiecial Officer recently amwinted by the Govern* 
men^ for regulating the price of jute in Bengal ; 

(h) how many imjwtant jute centres he has visited; and 
(c) the present price of ju^ in Tala and*PatkiIghata, Kapilmuni and 
Chukuagar centres in the district of Khulna? 
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The Hofi’ble Mf. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: {a) The functions of the 
Special Officer, Jute Prices, Bengal, as determined at present are (1) inti- 
mation of daily prices of loose jute in Calcutta to selected mufassal centres 
in Bengal, rejwrt of prices being actually received by the grower in mufassal; 
(2) organisation of jute grading parties in the mufassal with a view to 
acquaint the growers with the standard assortments and grades in which 
jute is sold at the kutcha baling centres; (3) organisation ot experimental 
warehouses and jute sale societies; and (4) to watch the jute market gene- 
rally and suggest to Government measures he considers necessary to take 
with a view to safeguard the interests of the growers. 

(h) Nineteen so far, 

(a) The prices at Kapilmuni and Chukuagar are reported to be as 
follows:— 


Kapilmuni 

Chukuagar 


Top. Middle. Bpttom. 

Rs. a. Rsj. a. R^. a. 

13 0 12 0 7 0 

12 8 11 8 7 0 


At Tala and I’atkilghala no graded jute is sold ; the average price is 
Its. 9 to Its. 10 a maund. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state when this Special Officer, Jute l^rices, has been appointed and what lias 
been the salary fixed for the same ? 

, The Hon’ble Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN. Ho is a Bengal Civil Service 
man, who was appointed about 0 montbs ag<». 1 am not in a position to give 

the exact date, lie is getting his usual grade ])ay and u.siial allowunee. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: AVill the Ilon’hle Minister he pleased to 
state if the newly constituted I’ublicity Ih'p.'irt merit ot tlie (ioveinnient of 
Bengal could not be utilised for disseminating information regai’ding ])rice8 
of jute as was stated to be one of the funotions of tliat bod> ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. K, 8HAHABUDDIN; J am glad that m> friend has 
asked that question. They are being utilised for this purpose. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Mini.ster l.e pleased to 
state if the Inspeetors and Assistant Inspectors and other agencies of the 
Jute Kegulation Depurtinont are in any way entrusted with an\ functions 
connected with the organisation of jute grading parties, tlie organisation of 
experimental warehouvses and watching the jute markets generally H 

The Hon'bte Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: Jute Begul ation Officers are 
closely as.sociated with this work. The price disseminating centre is 
entirely manned by them and in other re.spects also their help is taken. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: AA^ill the Hon’ble Minister be plea.sed 
to state if be is aware that the Indian Central Jute Committee constituted 
by the Government of India with the co-operation of the Government of 
Bengal also collects jute prices from the mofussil from week to week and 
disseminates information about the course of jute prices? 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: Yes, Sir, the Indian Central 
Jute Committee has about 130 centres whereas we have got now, as I said 
the other day, 690 centres, and I expect that by the next working season we 
would raise the number of centres to 2,000. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA HATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell the House how many jute grading parties have been organised 
as yet? < " a 

Th« Hon’bla Mr. K. 8HAHABUDD1N: Jhe other day I said that so far 
very few parties we have been able to organise. I think the total number 
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actually working is 13; during this season, I am speaking from memory, It 
may go up to 2d and during the next season we expect to increase the 
number to 100. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state where they have been organised? 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: 1 want notice. 

Expenditure in connection with ‘Tood Drive ’ in Bengal* 

M70. Khan Bahadur 8HAH ABDUR RAUF: Will the Hon ble Minister 

in charge of the (’ivil Supplies Department Ik' pleased to state — 

(a) wliat expenditure ha> been incurred In the (lovernment in connec- 
tion with the recent “F(»od Drive*' in Hengal; 

(fj) whether there has been an\ fall in tht' print's of rice and paddy on 
avt'iage. as a ix'sult of the drive; and 
(c) if so, to w'bat extent? 

MINISTER in charge of the CIVIL SUPPLIES DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. H. $. Suhrawardy): (ft) The expenditure on account of 
Travelling Allow ame, ( ’ontingencies, etc., of the “Food Drive” last June 
is approximately Its. 0”,31G. 

(/i) There was a teinporarv fall \\i price's in some areas for a short period. 

(r) As I lie prices of rice and padd\ flm tuated violently it is impossible 
to estimate the a\erage full in ]>nees. 

Conference about distribution of kerosene oil in 24«PargBnas* 

*171. Khan Bahadur JA8IMUDDIN AHMED: (a) h the llon'ble 

Minister in ( harge of the (’ivil Supplies Departmeul aware of the fact — 

(/) that there was a ronferenei' of (dficials and non-ofiicials held at the 
instance ut the District Magistrate, 21-IhirgunaH, on tho 27th 
Jaiiuiirv, 1944; and 

(ll) lliat in the said eontereiK <• th(* )K)silion about the distribution of 
k«M()s(*ne oil througfioul the dislriet was reviewed? 

(h) ^\'ill tin* Hon’ hie Minister be also pleas<‘d to state — • 

[i) wlo'ther (fo\ ei niiieiit has aeiinairitefl itself with the present position 
of di'.trilnition of krrosi'iu* oil tfirough the following sources, viz., 
the District Magistiate, tin* Subdn isioiial OfKeers, (Circle Ofiic(?rs 
and tin* Distiirt Supj>l\ Officer, 24-Farganas; and 
(li) wliat stejis (io\erimient has taken or proposcH to take in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: {a) (;) The confereneo wan 
called at tin* inslaini* of the Special Officer in charge of Rural Distribution, 
Dejiartnn'iit of (’ivil Supplies. 

(u) Yes. 

(b) (?) Periodical report*- are received from the' District Magistrate who 
remains in touch with the other officers referred to. 

(??) Government, not feeing satisfied wdtf^ the more or less uncontrolled 
system of distribution of kerosene oil by the i)il ('omjianies, promulgatc'd an 
Order, viz., The Hengal Kerosene (!ontr<d Order, 1944, the main pi o visions 
of which were given in a Press-Note issucnl on the ICth May, 1914, a fopy 
of whic h i.s laid on the Table. 


Copy of Press-Note referred to in reply to clause (h) (ii) of steirred question 

No. 171. • 


(XJNTROl. OF KEROSENE. 

Go\nEE.vKE\T Gedee With Larger Powers Over Dlstribution 
Promulgated. 

With a view to controlling the dietribution of keroeene in Benpil, the 
piovincial Gove Ament hive promulgated an Ufder under the Defence of 
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India Rules which gives the Director of Civil Supplies and the District 
Magistrates a larger measure of control over the agents of the different oil 
companies as well as the dealers and hawkers, says a Bengal Government 
Press-Note. ' 

This Order provides for the licensing of the agents, dealers and hawkers 
in Calcutta as well as the mufassal districts. Dealers will be linked to 
particular agents and hawkers to paiticular dealers. The monthly quota 
of each dealer and hawker will l)e fixed and agents, dealers and hawkers 
will have to keep detailed accounts of their transactions which will be open 
to inspection by Government officers. For contravention of the Order as 
well as of the conditions of the licences issued under the Order, the District 
Magistrates will have the authority to cancel or suspend the licences of 
dealers and hawkers in addition to any other action that may be taken against 
the delincjuent by the law courts. 

A quantity of kerosene ordinaiily not exceeding 10 per cent, of the 
monthly quota released by the oil companies for sale in a district, will be 
set apart for distribution by i>ermits to consumers whose needs are adjudged 
by District Magistrates to be essential. This provision is not intended to 
he used for supplying the domestic needs of favoured individuals or groups 
of individuals but only for ensuring supplies to institutions, organisations 
and firms whose imp)rtance to Ihe community as a whole either as a i»ublio 
service or as a {niblic utility concern or as a finn producing munitions, etc., 
for the purpose of prosecuting the war is unquestioned. 

In Onlcutta, the Order is l)eing brought into effect from the IGth of May, 
while in the districts it is expected to l)e in force by the 15th ol June, 1944. 

For the nresent it has been decided to licence in Calcutta only those 
dealers that nave alre^idy l>een recommended by the oil rom])ani(‘s. Lists of 
hawkers have also been supplied by the representative Hawkers’ Associations. 
List of retail dealers and hawkers will be obtainable at the offices of Cliief 
Inspectors of Civil Supplies. 

An Advisory Committee has l)een formed with representatives of con- 
sumers as well as of the oil companies to advise the Goveniment c-n the 
administration of this Order and on other matters regarding the distribution 
of kerosene. ^ 

An embargo is also l>eing placed on the unauthorised exjiort of keiosene 
out of the Cidcutta area. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
lo state if he is aware that encouraged by the Government’s control of 
kerosene order, paragraph d, where it is stated that the District Magis- 
trate should earmark a certain percentage of the total quota for the district 
for essential services, practically every officer under Government including 
the Jute Regulation Inspectors and Sub-Inspectors, the Puldicity Sub- 
Inspectors, the Subdivisioiial Organisers and a large host of newly consti- 
tuted supply officers and Inspectors, each get something like one tin per 
monlh for consumption which is substantially decreasing the available 
supplies for rural areas in the villages? 

The Hoffi;ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; No, Sir. I think the 
information is not correct. It will be seen in paragraph 3 that the provision 
of ten per cent, is not intended to be used for supplying the domestic needs 
of favoured individuals or groups of individuals but only for ensuring 
supplier to institutions, organisations and firms whose importance to the 
community .as a whole either as a public service or as a public utility concern 
or as a firm producing munitions, etc., for the purpose of prosecuting the 
war is unquestioned. There ic no provision here for giving extra facilities 
t(» certain persons about whom the honourable member has spoken. I have 
no doubt that some of them do probably get more than the average normal 
individual does, but I do not think there can be so mucl^ disparity in the 
supplies to them. “ 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: WiU the Hon'ble Mininter W pleased 
to state if he is aware that in certain villag^es of Nadia district, m the 
subdivision of Meherpiir, and in some villagres in the Kandi subdivision of 
the district of Murshidabad the allotment for the whole village is not more 
than one seer or one and a half seers per month whereas the local inspector 
of the Jute Rep:ulation Department gets one full tin a month P 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 should be prepared to 
investigate any such case brought to my notice but 1 may say at once that 
it seems somewhat doubtful inasmuch as the proportion of allotment made 
to each union is on a strictly population basis. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
students and persons like lawyers who have to be engaged in work at night 
time have not been given special consideration whereas certain Government 
servants like constables who have no night duty have been allowed special 
supplies for domestic use not on dutyP 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; Of course, 1 must confess 
that 1 overhtoked the case oi lawyers. 1 have made special mention in my 
instructions tor students and karufurs, weavers ami those who have to work 
at night but I have forgotten the re(iuiremeiits of lawyers. 1 shall take that 
into e()iiHi<leration. 

Special Officers in Appointed Retailer Section. 

•172. Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: {a) Will the Don’ble Minister in charge 
of the ('ivil Supplies IX*partniefit he pleased to state— 

(7) the numhet of Sj^ecial Odij ers in the Appointed Retailer Section of 
the (Svil Snpjdies Ih'partmcnt ; and 

(ii) the nuinlHT of them that are (1) Hindus, (2) Muslims and (3) othersP 
(}}) Is it a fact that- — 

(?) four Inspectors of that .section go otit on inH|KM'ti(>n work daily; and 
(??) if so, whether they maintain any diaiyP 
(r) Will the Hon’ble Minister \n* pleascnl to state — 

(2) the numlHT of (1) InsjK'ctors and (2) Sul>-InRj)ectors in that Section; 
and 

U?) the nunilK'r of them that are (1) Hindus, (2) Muslims and 
(3) others? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; (a) There is no Airiiointed 

Retailer Section. 

(h) and ic) Do not arise. 

Some essential oommoditles in stock at Copalganj. 

•173. Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMAD KHANDKAR: (o) Will the lion ble 

Minister in charge of the Civil Supplies Department be plejnsed to state 
what quantities of rice, atta, flour, ha)ra, wheat, dal, sugar, salt and kero- 
sene (white and red separately) were in the stock on the 21Hb Felnmry, 
1944, at Gopalganj (Faiidpur)? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of any system of rationing introduced 
at tW place by the Subdivisional Relief Committee? » 

(c) If the an.swer to (h) is in the affimiative, will the lloh’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the Relief Copimittee is still functioning and 
the system of rationing still in force? 

(d) Will the Ilon’ble Minister lie pleased to state whether he is aware 
that articles n^ntioued in (a) were supplied the pleaders and muktears 
of the place under the rationing system of thb Relief Committee? 
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(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if he is aware that white 
kerosene by tins was given to the pleaders and muktears by the present 
Subdivisional Officer? 

(/) If the answer to (e) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons for the violation of rationing rule? 

(fj) Is the Ilon’ble Minister aware that the Gopalganj Co-operative Central 
Bank got sanction of supply of certain quantities of articles mentioned in 
(a) from the Subdivisional Officer on the L‘Hh January' last for its side 
business? 

(h) If the answer to (//) is in the affirmative, w'ill the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether those articles have been supplied to the Bank? 

(i) If the answer to (h) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

The HOfl’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; (a) Stock on the 29th Feb- 
ruary, 1944, at Gopalganj, Faridpur, is given below: — 

(1) nice — 8,44f) mminds. 

(2) At to — 1,008 maiinds. 

(3) Flour — 0,190 maunds. 

(4) liajra — 14,6!t9 maunds. 

(5) Wheat — 11,145 maunds. 

(0) Dal — 8,470 maunds. 

(7) Sugar — 57 bags. 

(8) Salt — No Government stock. 

(9) Kerosene (white and red) — 107 tins led and 125 tins white. 

{h) to (c) Yes. , 

(/) As there w^as no sujqdy of wffiite kerosem‘ for some time a month’s 
8Uj)ply was given as a 8|>ecial case !(• jvleaders and muktears when a supply 
was received. This juactice has since been stopiwd. « 

(fl) No. 

(/t) and (/) Do not arise. 

Purchase of rice by authorities of Arakanese Refugees’ Camp at Katabari. 

•174, Mr. AHMED H08AIN: (a) Will the Ilon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Civil Supplies Depart imuit be jileased to state — 

(t) W'hcther lieavy direct purchases of rice were made locally in the 
month ot January and l-'ebniary last by the authorities of 
Arakanese Kefugees’ Camp at Kalahari, in the district of Kang- 
pur, in direct contravention of orders issued under the Def.mco 
of India Rules; and 

(ii) whether the matter was brought to the notice of the local authorities 
and the Government in time? 

(/>) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what steps the Government have taken or propose to take 
in the matter? 

Th6 Hon’bls Mf. H. 8, 8UHRAWARDY! (a) (i) Heavy direct purchases 
were not made locally during January and February last. Certain small 
emergent purchases were made with the permission of the local authorities, 

(ti) aii^l (5) Do not arise. 

Filifls imposed profiteering in foodstuffs, 

•175i Mr, R0CER8 HAYWOOD* (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charj^ 
of the Civil Supplies Department aware that instances are occurring m 
which fines imposed by Maghitrates for profiteering in foodstt^ are less 
than the profit made out of tl^e particular illegal transaction? 
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(h) If 80 , will the Hon*ble Minister be pleased to state what steps are 
\)emg taken by Government to ensure that penalities impofed by Magis- 
traiM are — 

(t) of a deterrent nature; and 

(it) commensurate with the profit made out of the transaction concerned P 

The Hon’Me Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The attention of the honourable 
member is drawn to my reply given to Starred Question No. 137 by Mr. J. R. 
Walker, on the 14th December, 1944. 


Mr. ROGERS HAYWOOD. Is the Hon'ble Minister aware that on the 
Ird May last a certain Bansidhar Agarwala was fined Bs. l.OOt) for selling 
LIO maunds of sugar at a price of Rs. 35 a mauiul as against the controlled 
price of Rs. 10-1 l-ti pied a muundP In view of the Hon’ble Minister’s reply 
lo Mr. J. R. Walker's question on the 14th December, will the Hon’ble 
Minister give his opinion as to whether he (‘imsidcrs this fine as heavy, and, 
if so, whether Ik* coiisi<Ieis it as sutticiently deterient 

The Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDYi 1 am sorry the honourable 

member asks for my opinion. 1 am not permitted to give it. 


Constitution of Food Committees and selection of dealers on kMSis of 
population of the particular area. 

•176. Mr. UPENORA NATH EDBAR: (o) Will the Ilonddo Minister 
in charge of tlie t'ivil Supplies Department he pleased to state separately — 

6) the nuinljer of fnemhers in the Bagcrhat, Sntkhiru and Khulna Sub» 
divisional Food Committees; 

{ii) the nuniher of Scheduled Caste memhers in each Suhdivisional 
• Committee; 

(//;) the number of dealers, and sub-dealers selected for eueh subdivision; 
and 

<?r) the iiunil>er <»f Scheduled Caste- dealers, and sulMlealers in each sub- 
division ? 

(b) Do the Government consider the desirability of constituting the Food 
['omniittees and selecting tlie dealers and sutj-dealers on the basis of popula- 
tion of the particular area for wdiieh the eommiitees are fonned and the 
dealers and sub-dealers are selected? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: (a) (i) and (li) The number 

yi members iu the Subdivisionul Food (k)mmit(ees and number of Scheduled 
^aste members therein, are as follows: — 



Total Number of 

Scheduled Caate 


mam bora. 

membart. 

Bagcrhat 

ili 

7 

Satkhira 

i5 

1 

Khulna 

32 

11 


(m) and (ir) The number of dealers and 8ul>-dealers and the number of 
^he<luled Caste dealers and sub-dealers arc as follows: — 


Total NuniW. Muniber of BchoduM 

Caato. 

■ > -*■ .. * 


Bftgerbat 

Dealer. 

6 

Sub'dealer. 

Dealer. 

1 

Sub'dealer. 

4 

Satkhira 

14 

m 

mi 

17 

Khulna 

10 

372 

5 

120 


(6) As far as possible due%re has been taken to constitute the committOM 
and select the dealers on the basis of ^puiation in etery particular nrea, 

10 
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PriM of riee in oartain artM of Chittagong diatriet. 

•177. Mauivi ABDUR RAZZAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Civil Supplies Department be pleasefl to state the price of ric5e in the 
mufassul areas of the — 

(i) Sadar ; , and ^ 

(n) Cox's Bazar 

ftulxiivisioiis of the district of (Jliittagorig, during the week ending on ihe 
3rd of June, 11H4? 

(/j) Is it a fact — 

(t) that free gruel kitchens have been stoiiped ; and 
(n) that the i)H)pl€ are dying of starvation? 

(r) Will the I Ion ’hie Minister 1 k‘ pleased to state — 

(t) how many niaunds of (1) rice and (2) paddy were retiuisitioned this 
year from (A) Sadar and (B) Cox’s Bazar sulwlivisions of the dis- 
trict; and* 

(n) what ha|>i)eiiVd to those refjuisitioned rice and piiddy? 

Tho HOfl’bId Mr* H. 8. 8UHRA WARDY : (f/) The price of rice during the 
week in (luestioii was 

(i) Sadar .siihdivi.sion 1 j to lA seers per rupee. 

(it) Cox's Bazar subdivision — Ij seers per rupee. 

(/>)(/) h'ree kitchens have been closed for six months. 

(ii) No deaths from .starvation have s(j far been rejmrted. 

(o) (t) One lakh maunds of paddy have been reipiisitioned from ('ox's Bazar 
and thirty thousand maunds of paddy from Sadar. No rice has been requisi- 
tioned. 

(ii) The (piantity i.s lieing used in supplying jioor families at controlled 
rates. • 

Opening of oontrol shops in rural areas of Blrt>hum.t 

M78. Dr. 8HARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Will the Hon'ble 
Minister in charge of the Civil Sup]>lies Department l>e pleased to state — 

(a) whether any eontnd shops have been opened in the rural areas of 

Birbhum ; 

(b) if HO, their nuiulier and the materials they ileal w'ith; 

(c) the numlHU* of such shojis opened in the urban area stating their 

places ; 

(d) the nuniWr of them that are for ordinary public; 

(e) the number of them that are for public security and essential service 

men; and 

(/) the approximate or 8ix»cific numluT of general jier.sons who get 
advantages of such shops P 

The Hofl’Wo Mr. H. 8. 8UHRA WARDY: (a) Yes. 

(b) 5f»7 including some co-operative and consumers' stores dealing in 
fagar, kerosene oil, affa, flour, ba/ra, wheat, gram and dal. 

(c) 13 at Siiri Municipality in different Wards. 

Ul) All (he 580 shops in the rural and urban areas are for the ordinary 
puUie. 

(a) Besides the inmindled shops, there are three Government Stores and 
one police stoi^e for the supply of rations to Government servants and the 
Police forte. • 

if) Alxmt 750, (MKl |»ersoiis are .served by the controlled shops. 

fYhis qoistion bearing Ageode No. Mil came op before the House lo be ensw ei ed on Ibe 
June, 1M4, but WM held over. ^ 

stage the d/>use was adjeiinied for fifteen minntet.) 
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(After adjournment.) 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(aiiftwert to which were laid on the table) 

Supply Of Hindi Newspaper to security prisoners in Presidency Jail. 

86* Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDUs (a) Will <he Hoii’ble Minister in 

charge of the Home (Jails) Departmenl he pleased to state- 

(i) whether any petition or petitions from the security prisoner or 
prisoners has or have been received by the tifovernment or the 
Minister concerned asking for Hindi daily newspaper to be given 
to the security prisoners in the Presidency Jail; 

(tt) if so, the date when such petitions were received; and 

(Hi) what step, if any, has been taken in respect of the petition or 
petitions 't • 

(h) If no steps have yet been taken, will the Hoif'ble Minister be pleaied 
to state the reason thereof 

(r ) Is it a fact that there are prisoners in the Presidency Jail and in other 
jails of Hcngal who do not know how to rea<l English and IhuigaliP 

(d) Is it a fact that no Hindi thiily published in (’alcuttu has been included 
in th<‘ list (d approved dailies supplied to the s(*curity prisoners K 

(# ) If so. will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reanout 
thereof!^ 

MINISTER in dharge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hoti'ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin) : {a\ {/) Yes. 

(iij Man^ petitions f)n tlic subject have been received and it is not 
possible to give all the dates. 

(///) to (c> So fat security pristmeis who cannot read English or llenguli 
were entitle<i to Hindi or rrdu weekly newspapers only under tlie ruhts. It 
has since la'cn decuh’d to inodit\ tin* lules so as to f)rovide ilaily papers for 
these ]>risoneis and necessai\ ordeis in the ina(t(‘r have already issued. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hoirble Minister be pleased 
to state why Hindi daily papers were not supplied to those prisoners stated 
in question (c) so long? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot say what were the rciisons 
for that rule whic h was in tone previously hut this Ministry has modified 
it and now it is permissible few security prisoners to obtain t^rdu or Hindi 
daily newspapers. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Aecvwding to the rules those security 
prisoners who do not know' how to read and write English or Bengali were 
entitled to receive Hindi weeklies. Why then Hirufi W'eeklies were not 
supplied to those prisoners? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI. Previously those security prisoners 
who could not read either English or Bengali were supplied with Hindi or 
U^u weeklies but the rule has now been changed to permit security 
prisoners to have Hindi or Urdu dailies. ^ 

Mr. .NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Haw the Hindi and Urdu dailies 
been supplied already to the jails of Bengal^ 

Kluui Baliaduf MOHAMMED ALI: They are not being supplied as a 
matter of course. If there is any prisoner who cannot read either English 
or Benii^i, then^for that ^particular prisemer suck papers are allowed to be 
supplied. • 
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Mf# NISHITHA HATH KUNDUs With reference to question (c) is it 
ft fftct that there are prisoners in the Presidency Jail or other jails who 
do not know how to read English or Bengali? 

Khtn Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot say whether there are any 
prisoners or not but the rules have been modified to permit such prisoners 
who cannot read English or Bengali to have either Urdu or Hindi dailies. 

Mr. NISHjTHA NATH KUHDUs Have the Hindi papers printed and 
published in Calcutta been included in the list of Hindi dailies? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: They have been included now. 

Mr. NISHITHA HATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state with reference to question (o)(t) whether he actually received any 
petition from prisoners who do not know how to write English? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIS ^es, Sir, petitions were received. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: What steps have the Government 
taken on those petitions? 

Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I refer the honourable member to 
the reply given in ia){m) that Government have taken steps to modify the 
rules. Pormerlv it was not permissible to supjily Hindi or Urdu dailies but 
now the rules have been modified and now security prisoners can iret Hindi 
or Urdu dailies. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Are urn supplying? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I presume so. , 

Mr. I. D. JALAN: Is there any re.striction about the papers which 
they are permitted to get? * ‘ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice 


Grant of family allowance to Babu Jyotish Chandra Bora, a security prisoner. 

87. Mr. I8WAR CHANDRA MAL: {a} AVill the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department 1 k^ pleased to slate whether it is .a fact 

(i) that Bubu Jyotish Ghundra Bera of Contai is detained in the Midna- 
pore (Vntral Jail as a security prisoner since his arrest on the 25th 
April, 1942; 

(ii) (hat the sahl prisoner had a personal income from his business 
before bis arrest; 

{Hi) that the said prisoner had to maintain his sister-in-law' (brother*# 
widow') and lier minor son; 

(Vr) that the widow’ and the minor child had no other source than the 
personal income of the said prisoner; 

(r) that the widow with the minor child has been forced to become the 
unnecessary burden after the great cyclone to her brother who is 
very poor ; 

(rt) that the fast cyclone and tlio flood have aggravated the misery of the 
aforesaid dependants of the said prisoner; 

(rii) that the said prisoner applied to the Government on the 13th 
^ September, 1943, followed by reminders on the 7th October, 1943, 
2r)th November, 1943, and to the Hon’ble Minister on the 24th 
September, 1943, and 26th November, 1943? 

(6) If the replies to (a) ave in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state— 

^f) whether any steps have been taken on the petitions; and 

(ft) whether the Government contemplate ta grant a suitable monthly 
allowance to the widow sister-in-law of the said prisoner? 



19«.] QUESTIONS. «1» 

\ i 

Ttie Hon’ble Khwtja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (t) and (m) Tea. 

(n) to (iv) and (6) (ii) No. 

(v) The widow sister-iu-law is reportcni to liave 20 hiffluii of land, the 
income from which is sufficient for the maintenance of herself and her minor 
son. 

(vi) The prisoner has no dependants. 

(6) (i) The prayer for family allo’wance has been rejected by Govern** 
ment after due consideration. 

Cattlo-lifting in and around Krishnagar. 

88. SJ. A8HUT08H MULLICK: {a) Will the llon'hle Minister in 
charge ol the Home Department be jiU^ased to state whether it is a fact— 

(i) that there have l>een iiumeixmH eases of eaWle-lifting in and around 
Krishnagar town within the la.st few moifths; 

(tV) that the police of the locality pleads overwork and helplessness in 
detecting such crimes for want of sjHH‘ial staff; and 
(Hi) that an application on behalf of tin* sufferers has been made to the* 
Subdivisional Officer, Krishnagar V 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister l)e pleased fo state — 

(i) what steps have been taken thereon ; and 

(it) what has been tlie results 

(c) Will the llon^ble Minister Im jileased to state — 

(i) w'hether it is a fact that there are several ex-convicts in and around 
the village (d Itaniihuda, police-station Krishnagar, where cattlc- 
lifting has occulted in large nunihei : 

(ii; W'hether the (io\ eminent projxist* — 

(1) to depute special '•tuff to detect and prevent the ( rime by binding 

down the suspects and levying collective fines; and 

(2) to keep a sjiecial eye on the exporters of cattle wdio pass through 

Krishnagar to C'aicutta with their herds and on the lo(;al buteberi, 
who are sus]x'cted of buuug some of the stolen cattle? 

The Hon’hle Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN : (n) n) and (u) No. 

(in) Yes. 

(h) (i) The a])plication mentiom‘d 7 cas(‘s ot'curring in course of 12 
months. On enquiry all were found to be cases of cattle straying and found 
missing, and nolKxly was actually suspected of st(‘a!ing. The town and the 
rural p(dicc have been dire( ted to be on the look-ont for stray cuttle and to 
inform the thaiia whenever any are found. On receipt of such information 
proper publicity is given and efforts are made to find the owner of auch 
missing cattle. 

(iV) None of the stray cattle mentioned in the petition have been triced 
up to date. 

(c) (0 Yes. 

(tt) (1) No. 

f2) No cattle exporter or butcher has been .suspec'ted of buying, any stolen 
cattle. This (juestion therefore does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: With reWnce to answer “no’' to 
question (a), will the Hon'ble Minister he pleased to state what are the 
total number of cases of cattle-lifting in and around Krishnagar town 
within the last fepr month^? ^ 

KImmi BitfUMllir MOHAMMED ALIS I have^already replied that there 
were only 7 cases. 
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Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: That refers to one petition from one 
village. What was the total number of missing cattle or cattle-lifting in 
and around Krishnagar towm? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: III the course of last 12 months I 
think 4 cases of cattle-lifting and 4 cases of missing cattle in and around 
the Krishnagar town and llaruihuda village were reported to the thana. 

Of. NALIMAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether it is a faci that the local police pleaded helplessness as 
was asked in ouestion 0>)(ii) and has there been any record in possession of 
Government snowing tnat the police wanted special strengthening if such 
investigation was required of them? 

Khftfl Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir, the local police did not 
idead helplessness. On the contrary they thought that no step w^as necessary 
oecause such (‘ases wert^not numerous and the\ w'ere mostly cases of stray 
tattle and not of lifting. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state w'hat are the contents of the application, if he has got it, made to 
the Subdivisional Officer, Krishnagar, in this <M>nnection by the sufferers? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 ask for notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that some of the cuttle reported to have been missing 
and lost W'ere found missing in the morning from the owners' cuttle shed? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 am afraid it is not possible for 
me to give details of particnilar cases. 

Gaiettod and non-gazetted staff in the Directorate of Civil Bupplyt 

89. 8J. A8HUT08H LAHIRY: Will the Hou'blo Minister in charge of 
fhe Civil Supplies Department be pleased to lay on the Table a statement 
showing sejiarately on the 3()th March and 30th May, 1943 — 

(i) the names of (1) l.t'.S. Officers, (2) 11. (\S. Otfirers and (3) Sub- 
ordinate Civl Servi(‘e Olficers in the Directorate of Civil Supply; 

(it) duties allotted to each of them; and 

(Hi) the amount of salary' drawn by each; 

(ir) the numWr of clerical and other staff: and 

(v) total salary paid to such staff on the above dates? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Statements for March and May, 
1943, are laid on the Library Table. 

Fixation of quotas for paper supply. 

90. Maidvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
ehnrge of (he ('oinmene, lailiour and Industries llepartment be pleased 
to state — 

(1) whether quotUvS have lieeu fixed — 

(A) of jxi}>er as produced by mills in Bengal, and 

(B) of pajier imjxuted from outside the Province for allotment 
for purjKxses of — 

{a) Uoverumejit of Bengal, 

{h) Semi-tiovernmeiit institutions, 

(r) Public Bodies, 

{d) Landlords, 

(e) Educational institutions, # ^ 

(/) students of (i) Collegjes, (ii) schools, (Hi) other institu- 
tions, and 
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(g) Public; 

(2) it 80, what are the quotas hn- each of the abovementioned Ixwlies 
and j>er8ops; 

(S) whether pin( has(\s are periuitted in the ojien market or on 

/4) if on i»ermits — 

ia) what are the authorities to jrrunt ])eriuitK f(»r each of the 
alMivementioiied lindies and iiersou'i; 

(b) what are the eonditions and lormalities such l)ody or i)er80li 
has to comply l>ef<ire a ptMinit is issued; and 
(r) what, if any, are the restrictions on such purchases; 

(fl) which are the firms or authorities set up to honour the 
jiermits in the different lo<al limits — (/) Calcutta, and (n) 
mufassal ; 

{e) what are the rates of price (vf different kinds of pttjier for 
purchase — (/) wholesale and (ft) retail, and 
(/) what are the minimum and maximuni quantities for sale — 
(t) wholesale and (ft) retail? • 

The Hon’Me Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: d) (A) Yes 

(B) Y'es [on PajMT Contndler’s (India) Orders], 

(B) (a) Yes. 

(B) (/f) to (//) On in^tIuctionM liom Paper (/ontroller, Govermueut of 
India, jianer will be alloticd to priority consumers, i.e., (1) Publics utility 
coinjianies' {'2) manutactui ers of food requinnj; wrappinjif ]xii>er or contain- 
ers of pu]»er ami iMianl, (d) Imiiov cnpi^e<l on e.M.senlial IPor Services, (4) 
banks and insurance ^<)mi>anics, (o) educational institutions, and (G) indus- 
tries enj?a^o*(l on essential supplies for civilian |Kqmlation. will also 

l>e allotted to publishers, nc\\spajHMs, jirintcis u!i<l Account and exercise Ixiok 
manufa<;tuicis in accoidancc with returns .shortly tf) Ik* recciviHl from I’aiier 
Controllci. liulia. Sm h sujqdics uill be based on the resirit'tions ciontaiucKi 
iu Papei Contio! ( Mcomciiix ( thdei, lf04. 

(2) Sn replies to I P) [b) to (//) above 

(d) WluMi JMOMIK nil < ontiol is in ojieration juiicha.ses of pajwr by priority 
and rejr*!'tered <*onsuineiN will Is* b\ a s\stem oi licences and |KU'mits, 

(4) (a) Permits and licences will Is* issued by Special Officer, Pujier 
Control, 

(b) Application to abovennuit ioned ofli<*er. 

(r) Best rictioiis ini|K)sed wdll de|H*nd on the class of uppficant, i.e., the 
degree of imjwutaiice of the rcciuiicmentH, and on the fixed allotment made 
by control. 

(d) Mills, agent.s, distribtitors and dealers registered with the S|>e(;ial 
Officer, Pajs*!' Control. 

(c) Beference is invited to the Pajier Ibice Control Order, 1944, J^ajier 
Control (Prices of Bcxird) Ordei, 1944, Paj><*r (Pi ices of im[K>rted |>aj)er) 
Control Order, 1944, copies placed on library lable. 

(f) These will \n> governed by the supplies availulile. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will tlie Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state in answer to question (a) who is entitled to grant permit or 
licenses in the district towns us well as iu the subdivisional towns? ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: IVs, Sir, the Control Order 
will apply throughout the province. ^ 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: That is not my question. My 
question i-s who is the Special Officer who issues permits? 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. BHAHABUDDJN: The Special Officer, Paper 
Control, Bengal. • 
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Mri DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Even in the case of an individual 
member coming from the district or subdivision, will he have to make 
application to the Special Officer here? 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: The necessarj’ machinery is 
being set up. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTAs I want to know whether an 
individual member intending to purchase paper is to make application to 
the Special Officer here in Calcutta? 

The Hoil’hle Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: Yes, Sir, at present. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA GH08E. Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
consider the desirability of appointing officers in the subdivisional and 
district towns so that the institutions of the district do not suffer for want 
of paper? 

The HOfl’ble Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN. Proposals to that effect are 
under consideration. • 

Acquirement of lands at Thakurgaon police-station in Oinajpur. 

91. Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: (rt) Will the Hon’hle Minister 
in charge of the Kevenue Department Ik* jileascd to state whether it is a fact 
that lands have lu'en acfjuired for military ijurposes at Sibganj and peighbour- 
ing muuzas in police-station Thakurgaon in Dinajpur? 

(fj) If the answer to (/f) is in the affirmative, will the llon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state — » 

(t) w'hen these lands were acquired ; 

(it) whether comj)en8Htion has l>een all paid off; 

(Hi) if not, why not; 

(iv) whether some lands have been permanently made unfit; 

(i’) if so, whether any of the owners of such lands has been paid any 
permanent e{)mj)enRation ; 

(vi) if not, why not; 

(ini) whether any one in the area has l>een paid anything in advance 
hevanse of the long delay made in paying off the compensation; 
(viii) if not, why not ; 

(ix) whether the owners or occupiers 8ul>mitt(*d any petitions to the 
Collector, Dinajpur, and the Commissioner of Rajshahi Division; 
(j*) if so, when ; and 

(ti) what actions have l>een taken on those j>etiti(>ns? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state whether it is a fact — 

(i) that owners and occupiers in the J^arhatipur area have been paid an 
advance snm towards the actual <*oinpensation ; and 
(it) that the (Government under the signature of the then Secretary, 
Mr. B. R. Sen, i.r..s,, issued circulars for making early payments 
of compensation and in case of delay advance payment of 80 per 
cent, of the compensation in consideration of the hardship of the 
owners and occupiers caused by such acquisition ; 

(uf) that residential houses, gardens and paddy lands have been acquired 
in the Sibganj area; 

(iff) that no compensation for these has been paid as yet; and 
(v) that areas which were acquired about •‘1 years hack have not been 
even finally measured for the preparation of accounts for deter- 
mination of compensation ? 

MINI8TER in ohtrgt of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (tho HonHilo 
Mr* Tortk Noth Mukor]oq)S It is regretted that this hiformation cannot 
be supplied in the interests of security. ^ 
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Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: With refereifce to question {c)(ii) 
wiH the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to explain how he cannot reply tnat 
question when Mr. B. R. Sen published a circular to the effect mentioned 
in the question P 

The HOfi’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: As 1 haTe already 
stated, for the sake of public security I am not in a position to disclose the 
information. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
similar questions were replied by the Hou’ble Minister in detail in the 
same House previous to this? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I do not exactly 
remember. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Is it tlie intention of Government 
to harass those persons whose lands and houses# and g^ardens have been 
occupied and only to sliow to the public that they are feeling for them they 
publish circulars that are not given effect to? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: How does that question arise? 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Does the llon’hl.. Minister think 
it (lesirabte to (jivo eftect te tlio . iiriilur tlial (Jovcinmeiit pvililislied to show 
that they are syinpathvtic towards persons wliose luiuls, houses and gardens 
were acipiired? ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; To ren.ov,. u ,«i 
heiision, Jiiay 1 <>>*■ 'onlidonre and make a slalemen 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER; Yes. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Various i.roperties Mh 
movable and iniinovable were reciuisitioned in different parts of the country 
for various i)ur[)oses. The requisitions had to he made often and at a very 
short notice and 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a imlni of order, Sir. Are w 
going to have a speech allowing a debate on this because here it is a Hpecific 
question with regard *t^ a particular area in Thakur^aon police-station in 
Dinajpur district. If the llon’hle Minister is going to give us a haningue 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: He is not going to do that. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: If he is going to give us a harangue on 
the general jKilicy of (roverninent, w’e should be in a position to ask ques- 
tions on the particular question in cjrtenso. 

• Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I shall decide that on the merits of the 
question. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Are we to take it that Government 
do not projKise to make any payment to these jiersons who are suffering a 
lot, though there is a specific circular to make atlvance payment of 80 per’ 
cent, of the calculated compensation? 

The Hoti’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I was jmt j^ing 
to answer that, but unfortunately Dr, Sanyal intervened. The rt^uisitions 
had to be made often and at a very short notice, and admittedly it has not. 
always l>een jiossible to nay comiiensatioii very promptly. For such delays^ 
the people are themselves partially responsible as in many cases tho 
claims were found to be unfounded and even inflated. The asseMing 
authorities ha^ therefore to examine the claims very carefully. Gorem- 
ment have since issued instructions covering *these matters and the poople 
should have no more genuine grounds for coinplaint. Let me asstiro 


sappre- 
i. Sir? 
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Eoune that if any complaint is received by Governmeiit, it will be thoroughly 
fcrutinised, iul!y empiired into and every effort will be made to remedy 
this. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon Me Minister be 
pleased to state whether in the instruction that has been issued by (lovern- 
ment the rate of <on»i>ensaf ion has been mentioned? 

The Hon’ble, Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERdEA: As regards rate of 
compensation, no definite policy has been laid down. The situation is 
r^uite different in different places, and each case has to W considered on 
its own merits. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether in the i?istruction that has been issued different 
rates have been mentioned for different jdaces? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TA4IAK NATH MUKERJEA: As 1 have already 
stated, if any s[)ecific cjfse is brought to our notice, it will certainly be 
enquired into. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: I want to know if in the instruc- 
tion that has been iniblished different rates of compensation have been 
mentioned for different places. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, I have nothing 
ttirther to add. As I have said, each case will l>e considered on its own 
merits. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: VVill the llonIde’Mini.stcr be pleased 
to state wh(‘ther Government are thinking to givt' eff’ei't to their own cir- 
cular, namely, to make payment in advance of 80 per cent, oi the com- 
pensation, because of the answer which the Jlon'ble Minister just' now 
gave, namely, for some formalities they takt‘ some time to ascertain the 
amount ol coinjuMisation. In view of that answer, will tlie Hon4)le Minister 
jdease state whether Government propose to gi\e effect to the circular, 
nainc'v , (Jayinent oi Hit per cent, in ad\am*e of the compensation? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: IlffVet is being given 

to this circular as far as it is j)Ossible and practicable. 

Mr. NI8HATHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state why, in this case of acquisition, thougli acquisition took 
place almut years ago mi comjiensation nor any advance has been given as 
yet? 

Th6 Hon*bl0 Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I will enquire into 
the matter. 

Constitution of local bodies. 

92. Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Ilon’ble Minister in charge 

the Public Health and liocul vSelf-Government Department be pleased to 
state — 

(<i) the names of the (A) Munici])olities and (B) District Boards in the 
Province that had their general elections held during 1942, 1943 
„ and lfH4, showing the dates of the election in each caee; 

(h) the dates on which the nominations of luemWrs by. the Government 
for ea(‘h of such local lawlios were published; and 

(c) the cause of delay, if airy, in the appointment of nominated members 
in each case? 


•’“■Lie HEALTH and LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT OEPARTWENT’ (the Hon'Me <4(han NUiadur MwiM 
4|Mlllddifl (a) anff (b) A stateiqent is laid on the Library Table. 
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(c) Difficulties in rea<*hinjj a <]p<‘isi(m as 1o the most suit^able pewoua for 
appointment. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to the answer and 
the statement laid on the Libaruy table, will the Ilon'ble Minister in charjfe 
— T don’t find him in the House — be pleased to Niate what is the function 
exemsed by the (’hief Whip of (i<*verninen1 wlio, as stated in the answer, 
appears to ne resjmnsible for the delay in most of the eases in holdinijr op 
nominations to local Imdies? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: It is the policv of Govern. 

ment to refer nomination matters to the Chief Whip and to iget hia 
opinion. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be uleased 
to state what machinery has been set up by the ^Miiei Whip id (Joverii- 
ment to ascertain the eli^^ibility or desirability o[ nominees bl Govern- 
ment? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: It is known to the public that 
the Chief Whij» has ^ol a say in these puitiers. and any person haviu^r up 
interest in any case may make a repn^sentation to the Child Whiji who 
makes proper emiuiries and ^^ives his opinion. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the llon'hle Minister he pleased 
to state what he lonsiders to lie the minimnm eont»ihulion to the party 
fund to enable the (iliief Whip — 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: That (jiictitimi (Iocs iKil 

Di'. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Why? I want to know what is the 
minimum contribution lequired to the jiurty fund or otlicr funds to enable 
the Chief Wliip to ^nve his approval to a nominee. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Sir, we object to this (|ucstion. 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: It may he the ease with the 
previous (foveVnment hut not with this (lovernment. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: It is hcatulalous. 

Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: What is si andaious? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: The hvprpestion is seandaioua. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Yes, the praelice is Hcamlalous. 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Not of this Government but of 
the late (jovernment. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: May I know sinci* when has the prac- 
tice been e.Htablished or allowed to be develo}H*d to refer nomination casea 
to the Chief Whip of (ioverumenl before the nominal ion i.s accepted l)y 
Government? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Not by this Government; it may 
be that it bus been introduced by the previous Government. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: When? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD:* T cannot ifive you the actual 
time. 

Mr. DHIRfillDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Ilon’ble Minister pleaae 
tell us if affiliation to tne Muslim i^eague is minimum qualifi^iton to 
be appointed a member of a local* body? 
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Khrni SMhit HAMIDVDDIM AHMAD: No. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that the previous Oovemment had actually no 
o^ce of Chief Whip and no record was kept? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD. We have nothing on record to 
show which cases were referred by the previous Government to the Chief 
Whip. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. Who was the Chief Whip of the pre- 
vious Government referred to? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Mr. Yousuf Mirza. He was 
the Chief Whip of the previoiiB Government party. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state why the nomination to the Noakhali District Local Bodies is not 
yet publislied, although the election has been held as early as February, 
1944? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: It is not yet too late. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: From February, 1944. to December, 
1944, is not too late? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: The recommendations of the 
local bodies reached Government late. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: When (lid they coine please? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I want notice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL; With reference to the statemeht laid 
on the taide, will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state what is meant 
by “undue reference to the (Miief Whip” as stated against item 48 relating 
to the Pirojpur Municipality of which the election was held on the 2nd 
December, jjMd, and the nomination is not yet jiublished? The answer is 
stated as “undue reference to the (’hief Whip”. What is meant by that? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: It may be a jirinting mistake* 

Dr, NALINAKSHA SANYAL; Then is it undue interference? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: No, it is a printing mistake. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Which is a printing mistake? Should 
it be undue interference or undue reference? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: It should be only reference. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble 'Minister be pieced to 
state whether he could refer to any particular record during the regime of 
the last Government when reference was made to the Chief Whip in the 
case of nominations to local bodies? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I can make an enquiry and 
let my friend know about it. ' 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
consider the desirability of placing on the Library table copies of those 

*^!nn Uhib HAMIDUSDIN AHMADi It*my fri«nd puts uiothw 

qaestion, we shall try to answer it. ** 
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t»r. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleaa^ 
to state if it is a fact that in connection with nomination or announce- 
ment of nomination to the Azimp^anj-Ziaghnj Municipality, a large sum of 
money was actually demanded and paid by a section 'which ultimately 
received the nomination? 


KNan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: It is entirely false. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN : From the answer just now given by the 
Hon^ble Minister in reply to my question, do I understand him to say that 
no reference w’as made to those records in making the statement he made 
on the floor of the House? 


Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: 1 douH think that any reference 
was made to those records. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hoirble Minister be pleased 
to state if any oliange has been effected by the (i>vernMient tlirough the 
intervention of the Chief Whip as referred to in th# answer from the ori- 
ginal recommendation of the District Officer and the Commissioner of the 
Division ? 


Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Does the honourable member 
want me to cite any particular case or «*aHes? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Any case 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: In soim^ eases then* lias lieen 
some change. » 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: WDl the Hoirblc Minister he pleased 
to stal^ whether in the case of Aziinganj-Ziagan j Municipality there has 
been any change effected from the recoininendation of (he local officials? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: T want notice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon ’hie Minister he pleased 
to state if it is a fact that the previous OovernmenI- had circularised all 
district officials asking them to <•0118011 the local M.L.A’s, representing 
those particular constituencies before sending uj> their nominations? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I am not aware of that. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Has the present Oovernment withdrawi 
that circular which requires every District Officer to consult the loca 
M.L.A * 8 . concerned in the constituency or area liefore making up his mine 
regarding nominations? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: No circular has been issued )j| 
this Government. We do not know- whether any circular has been issued m 
the previous Government. 

Mr. ATUL GHANDRA KUMAR: Will the Hon ’hie Minister he pleases 
to state whether it is a fact that all ihe M.L.A’s. including the Hon’bl 
Minister who was then merely a member received a circular ffom th 
Local Seljf-Govemment Department and that the circular was *gU 7 ^tied t 
the effect that before sending up nominations the local M.L.A. ’s should b 
consulted by the District Officials during tfa^ time of the last Ministry i 


Khn ttfiife 4<AMIDUDDIN AHMAO: i.aare .IrMdy answered thj 
question. 
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STARRED QUESTION 

(to which oral answer was given) 

Lady assistants and officers of offices of Controller of Rationing, CaioutU. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the ('ivil Supplies Department be pleased to state — 

(t) how many lady assistants and officers are employed in the office® 
of the (Controller of Rationing, Calcutta; 

(iV) Ikjw many of them are — 

(A) Muslims, 

(B) Hindus, and 

(C) Other communities; 

(hi) how many male assistants and officers are employed in the offices 
of the (lontaoller of Rationing. Calcutta; 

(tv) how many of.them are — 

(A) Muslims, 

(B) Hindus, and 

(C) Other communities; and 

(i;) whether it is a fact that a few ot the superior officers of the office 

Rationing, Calcutta, have taken and are 
still taking active interest in — 

(!) the fs(al.lislHiu-nt of inix...l clul. for mule and female assistanta 
and officers (»t the said office and 

(2) enforcinjf enrolineiit of flu* lady aasistanlB "as members thereof? 
(b) If the answer to (o) (e) be in the afiirinalive, will the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter be pleased to state if any ((jmplainl lias been reeeived by any officer 
of the Uepartmciit of Civil Supplies re)rardin^' the eslaldislinien't of (lie said 
club or repardinp the behaviour of (be mate assistants to (he female 
assistants!' 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRaWaRDY: The ,M,Hitio« in June 1944 
was as follows: — ’ ' 


(a) (i) Lady assistants 


98 

... Nil. 

Lady Officer 


(ii) Lady assistants — 

(A) Muslims 


A 

(B) Hindus 


93 

(C) Other cominunities 


1 

(Hi) Males — 


98 

1 . Assistants 


... 1,091 
73 

2. Gazetted officers 


3. Nou-ga*etted officers 


62 

(iv) (A) Muslims — 

Assistants 


405 

* Gazetted officers 


28 

Non-gazetted officers 


28 

(B) Hindus — 

Assistants 


... 599 

Gazetted offiem 


87 

Non-^^uietted officers 


V • Uf 

27 



qukstkixs. 


if 

m.] 

(C) Other communitiee — . 

Assistants ... , ... ... 87 

(jazetted officers ... ... 8 

Non-gazetted officers ... ... 

(r) (1> A clul> under the name of (Joveruinent Stores Department Club baa 
been (opened. The (’ontroller of Rationing in his personal capa- 
city is the President and ail officer^ of the Government Stores 
Section take interest in the club. Membershii) of the clnb is 
open to all employees of Iwth sexes of tlie Section drawing a pay 
of Ks. GO a month and upwards. 

C2) Membership of the cltib is optional. No officer has compelled or 
put i>ressure on any lady assistant to ennd herself as a member 
of the club. 

{h) No complaint has been rcceivetl legaiding the estal)lislnaent of the 
club of tile behaviour of tlu* male assistants to the female assistants. 

Dfi NALINAK8HA SANYAL* Will tlie Hovi^lde Minister l>e pleased 
to stale whether (iovcrnmeiit had come across an\ other mixed club of 
Assi.stants and Officers, male and female, eitlier in the Writers' Huildings 
with regard to the (‘injiloyees of Writ(‘rs’ Rinldings or elsewhere except 
this club? 

The Hon’ble Mr, Ht 8« 8UHRAWARDY: \ don't think that Govern- 
ment has Tiiade any efforts to search for such clubs. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased 
to .state li it is a fact that in the opmiing ceremony of tliis club the Minister 
in charge of the Civil Supplies Department in his official rapacity was 
invited to bo present at tin* function and was garlanded by one of the lady 
assistants ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H, 8. 8UHRAWARDY; The Minister in charge 
understood that lie* was being invited in his ])crsonal capacity, and. be 
considered it an honour. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. About garlanding? 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The Minister in charge doea 
'not remember now. 

Mr. ABUL H088AiN AHMAD: Will the (lon'hle Minister be nleaaed 
to state whether any lady assistants have taken Muslim clerks as husbands P 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Is tlie honourable member 
suggesting w’hether there have been any marriages umongsl the assistants P 

Mr. ABUL H088AIN AHMAD: Yes. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 am not aware either 
officially or unofficially but T don’t see that there is unvthing unnatural in 
marriages. 

Mr* MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ* Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether Communal Ratio Service Rules have been observed in the 
matter of these appointments? 

The Hon’bio Mr* H* 8. SUHRAWARDY: The figures si^ak«for them- 
selves. On the last occasion I stated in this House that we have endeavoured 
to observe but unfortunately have not l^n successful in observing the 
Communal Ratio Rules. This is a matter which I am looking into. 

B^ MADHU8UDHAN tARKARs With reference to answer 
(<z)(»y)(B), ifill the Blon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether he is in 
a position to tell us the number of Shhedufetl Caste assistants P 
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Tte Hon’bto Mr. H. S. SUHRAMfARDYs I sorry, I am not. 

0^« MALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that a verbal complaint was lodg^ by some female 
assistants including one Miss Malati Guha to the Additional Controller of 
Rationing against Mr. Abdur Rashid, Administrative Officer, Rationing, 
and against Mr. Gauhar Ali? " 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I think you will be good 
enough to ask Dr. Sanyal to refrain from dragging in the names of officers 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: In the course of supplementaries to starred 
question No. 129 by Mr. Abul Fazl, you made a grievance regarding the 
employees of the office of Controller of Rationing, Calcutta 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That is another matter. WiU you 
please allow me to put a supplementary question? The question time will 
soon be over. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: No, no. Please sit down. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. In that case, will you please extend 
the question time? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, please sit down. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. This is another , trick to stop me from 
putting supplementary questions. This is another method to stop me from 
putting supplemientary qn/*.Htions. 1 would like to know whether Hindu 
girls are entitled to protection at your hands. 

The HOfl’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Muslim \)fficers are abo 
entitled to protection. Their honourj’s not to be besmirched by the honour- 
able member. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. Mr. Roy, I appeal to you as the leader of 
the parly to recjuest Dr. Sanyal to withdraw the remark he has just made. 

Dr. NALiNAKSHA SANYAL: What remark? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. He has definitely stated that it is another 
trick by the Chair not to allow him to put supplementary questions. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I did not say it was a trick by the 
Chair, but it was a trick. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: When 1 was on my legs, it was your duty 
ito sit down. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: But 1 w'as also on my legs and you 
should not have interrupted me. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: When I was on my legs, I was going to 
make a statement and you should have resumed your seat. The position is 
this: On that occasion on Wednesday last in course of Starred Question 
No. 129 made by Mr. Abul Fazl, Dr. Sanyal made certain remarks about 
the question relating to the employees in the office of the Controller of 
Rationing, Calcutta. Mr. Speaker iooked into the matter carefully but 
he did not find any cause or ground for complaint as made by Dr. Sanyal. 
Dr. SanyKl was given facts and figures by Mr. Speaker in his chamber 
a^ut this matter. If Dr, Sanyal still insists and feels aggrieved, it would 
be lietter for him to address thf Secretary and to put the matter in black 
and white so that a pro^^r enquiry can be made. But I cannot allow this 
sort of things to go on in this way. 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL; That is all rigljt, but thut has nothing 
to do with thia mi^Sar. * 
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Hr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: Question time over. 

Dr« NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, jou have taken four or five 
minutes of the question time. Will you kindly extend the time and allow 
me to put further supplementariesP You have often extended the time 
when time has been wasted in this way. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I am sorry, I cannot allow any more time. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Then my observation stands, Sir. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Do you mean to say that you stand by that 
observation ? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Yes. It is now proved that it is by 
a trick that you have turned me out, and I stand by every word that 1 have 
used. What is thi.s nonsense going- to be? This q*iestion has been before 
the House from 1942. If this is the attitude takea by yourself — I mean 
the man in the Chair — then this is most scandalous. I am prepared to stand 
any amount of enquiry. When Hindu girls are being insisted you try to 
stultify the interpellations in this way. It is most scandalous. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. In that case I have no option, Dr. Sanyal, 
but to request you to leave the chamber. 

Or. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Y ou cannot do that. You have got 
to follow the rules. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I will close the House for ten minutes and 
I will request the leaders of parties to see Mr. Speaker in his chamber. 
The House stands adjourned' for ten minutes. 

(Th« House was aeconlingly adjourned for ten minutes.) 

( A fte r ml jou rnvicn t . ) 

Mr, KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Mr. Deputy Speaker, may I make -m 
obstM-vation about the que.slion over which there was some heat? I beg 
to inform you, Sir, that there i.s much feeling on this side of the Houso about 
the ^ubjeci matter the (juestion May T r»M|uest you to hold over that 
question ? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 can hold over that question only if 
Dr. Sanyal expresses regiei and withdraws the remark which he has made. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: 1 have no hesitation in withdrawing 
the remark that it was a trick on the part of the Chair, since if it is hold 
over, obviously my ground for objection completely disappears. I do 
withdraw. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: He must apologise, (('ties of 
“ha, ha” from the Opposition Benches.) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The question is held over. 

GOVERNMENT BILLS. 

The Bengal Private Forests Bill, 1944. 

The HM’ble Mr. PREMHARI BARMA: Sir, 1 beg to introf.Mv.^ vmw 
B engal Private Forests Bill, 1944. * 

(Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.) 

The Hon’ble Mr. PREMHARI BARMA: Sir, 1 further beg to move 
that the said Bill oe referrSd to a Select ‘Commif^ consisting of — 

(1) Maulvi Md. Abdur Rashc^d, 

(2) Ehan Bahadur Dr. Syed Muhanmad Siddlqu^, 
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(3) Khan Bahadur Maulvi AlfazudtBn Ahmed, 

(4) Maulvi Abul Ha«hira, 

(5) Bahu Dehendra Nath Das, 

(fj) Bahu Narendra Narayan Chakravarty, 

(7) Mr. Jr war Chandra Mai, 

(8) Mr. Giasuddin Ahmed, 

(fl) Mr. Adwaita Kumar Maji, 

(JO) Maharaja Bhupendra Chandra Singh, of Susang, and 

(11) the Hon’hle Minister in charge of the Forests and Excise Depart- 
ment (the mover), 

with iiiHtructions to submit their report by the 15th February, 1945. The 
number of members whose presence shall be necessary to form a quorum 
’shall be five. 

Rai HARENORA^ATH CHAUDHURI: Mr. Deputy Speaker. Sir, 

I beg to move by w^y of amendment that the Bill be circulated trir the 
purpo.se of eliciting opinion thereon belore the 28th February, 1945. 

Sir, for th(^ first time in the history of our provincial legislation a Bill 
dealing with private forests i.s going to be introduced in this (.’hamber. 
Private foie.sts hav(‘ existed for centuries past but no provincial authority 
has thought it neci'ssary or proper to control those forests. Even up till 
now, Sir, all the forests in this country were governed by the Indian Forest 
Law. The Indian Forest l^aw was enacted in 1878 and after .subsequent 
amendments was consolidated in the Act XVI of 1927. Therefore, Sir, in 
intixiducing a iirovincial measure on this suhjt‘ct two things have got to oe 
proved. In the first place that there is necesvsity for a jirovincial law and 
the necessity for a measure of the kind that ha.s been moved, and secondly 
that the Indian Forest Act is jiow'erless to secure proper management of the 
private forests. I am very sorry. Sir, that in introducing this ‘Bill the 
Ilon’ble Minister in charge has not been pleased to (‘Xjilain tlu' necessity 
of this measure, far less the necessity and urgency ol such a drastic measure 
us has been proposed, or how the improvement of forests cannot be secured 
by tbe apjilication of the Indian Forest Act. 

Now, Sir. the Hou.sc will remember that in I!)d8 a committee was 
^jKiinied by the (iovernment to enquire into the \V(*stern Ihmgal forests, 
lucre was no pro])ONiil at that time to introduci* any all-Bengal measure or 
even to enquire into the conditions of the private forests all over the 
province. The terms of reference of the committee were limited only t«» 
an enquiry into the We.stern Bengal forests. And, Sir, the committee held 
a number of sittings, some of the members of the committee visited tbe 
forest areas in the western parts of the province and eventually the com- 
mittee produced n report including a draft Bill, but tbe Bill was strictly 
limited in its application to the western districts of Bengal. The scop** 
of the Bill of 1939 or rather tlx' extent of the application of the Bill was 
not the whole of Bengal. Even in respect of the western areas, I mean the 
Burdwan Division, 1 cannot find any justification for such a Bill, at least 
in the report of the committee. The committee certainly enquired into the 
condition of the Western Bengal forests, but what were their findings? In 
the first place, Sir, their findings w'ere that in Midnapore things were not 
nearly so bad as might have been expected, because most of the forest was 
in tb? hands of large xamindars who realised that it brought them in more 
revenue than jiaddy land. So, as far as the Midnapore forests were in 
question the committee had no reason to feel concerned. Then, Sir, about 
Burdwan they no doubt rctmarked that tbe condition of forests generally 
in Burdwan were bad, and about Birbbum also tbe same remark was made 
and the worst remarks were made in respect of Bankura, but they generally 
referred to small owners^’ forests. Sir, the rfpqrt of ^he committee dis- 
closed no reasons as to v'hv such a Bill on drastic lines as has been placed 
before us sbottld be enactec). As to h(Av tbe Indian Act on tbe subject bas 
failed, tbe commitide bad also very little to remark. In fact they admitted 
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that “// all forestn hid been matiagvd like thoiv of the big owtiers 
Midnapore there would hove been no occasion to appoint this comfidttee. ' 
The only justification f<»r tlic eiu|uir\ they couhl indicate by pointing out 
that “/t is far otherwise with the small otvners alike in Midnapore and other 
districts with some few ewcept tons' \ 1( is, therefore, obvious that the Bill 

aims at the control more of small owners' forests than of large owners* 
forests, and, in that view Sir, the committee has been very hard in making 
their remarks and legislative plan against the small owners without 
sufficiently realising their peculiar difficulties. In remarking that it m far 
otherwise with the small tiwneiN alike in Midnapore and other districts with 
some few exceptions, t]ie\ admit at the same tinu' tliat tlie economic 
pressure drives the small (»wners to sell t(» the eoiitraelors the right to cut 
down their forests before tlie trees are fit to be fidled. Tht‘v have also to 
admit that the revenue system has always been eruelly hanl on the small 
men. They have further admitted that the drastic increase in the ussess> 
ment of cesses has c.ompelled the small owners to down the trees before 
they are sufficiently mature. They havt* pointed fmt another thing uo 
doubt, viz., the scrambles amongst small eo-sharers wliieh are alio 
responsible for the deterioration of the small owners’ forests. But you will 
see, Sir, that there are compelling economie reasons, Huffieiently valid 
reasons, for the small ownm-s not t<» he aide to make proper «nanagemeut 
of tlodr ])ccaus«- \(m can well understand the (d>\ious difTorence 

hetweeii foic'stry. I mean. s\lvicnlture and agricnliuie. In agricultiin* one 
expects (juick reliiiiis; in ierestrx one ha.s got to wait lon^ for projier yield. 
W<‘ have to rtMiiemliei Sir, tliat the private toresU in this province are 
subji'ct to the s.iine revenue system as the agrienltnral lands, and there iica 
the difficulty of (Ik* small forest owners. They (‘annoi afford to wait. 
They have got to meet tlie tio\ernment revenues; they have got to pay the 
ever-increasing cesses. And how can they meet Govcvrnmont revenues and 
how chn they pay cesses, unless they try to rt*alisj(* th«‘ amount by s(dling 
their forests prematurely. They have got to full back upon their forests, 
knowiiiir that tli('\ aie not <lo!ng tlie proper thing, to meet the State charges 
on actmuiil of those loiests. In these eircunislances what should lune been 
jwoposeil hy the committee was not a drastie measure to eontnd or even 
take over the small owners’ loiests without adeijuale compensation or 
deju’iving them of income .iml eoinpidling tliein to undiTgo immediate losseu; 
rather the committee should have reroinmended liberal assi.stunce for 
improvement from the fiublic exrhecinm. I’he eomniittei* ought to have 
recommended that small owneis .should be IicIjumI, and helped sufficiently ^ 
not to resort to such jiracticcs us would result in the deterioration of tbeir 
forest.s. Sir. all over the world forest regulation is conducted on two 
principles. We find that only in tho.se countries where there are large 
mountainous regions and a large proportion of the total area is covered by 
forests there are such laws as have hetm proposeil here tonight. In other 
countries such laws find no place at all. Where the State owns most of the 
forests — and the State of course can afford to w'uit more than private owners 
— there is also no such drastic measure as has been proposed for the control 
of the Bengal private forests tonight. If you look into the forest Jaws of 
different countries, you will find that the forest law is most stringent in 
the Scandinavian countries and in some of the f’entral European statea. 
For instance, the forest law of Finland. There lb per cent, of the total 
area of the country is under forest ’)8'5 per cent, of which again is* private 
fore.st, apd forests go to provide for the staple industry of the land. There- 
fore, in that eountry there is a stringent measure to control the private 
forests. Similar is the position in Sweden.* There also 5/) }>er cent, of 
the total area of the country is covered bv forests. Of that more than 60 
per cent, belongs to the private owners. Then, Sir, if you turn to (Antral 
Europe, you wil^ find that in Austria alaiut 38 per cent, of the total area 
of the country is under forest# and 67 |^r cenf. of that area is covered by 
jjrivate forests. Same ie the position in Cxeehoslovakia. There 34 per 
oent of the area of the wlhsk cmmtry under forests and 63 par omi. ef 
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that area is covered by private forests. Wbat is the position in our country, 
and in Bengal in particular? Only 135 or 13-6 per cent, of the total area 
of Bengal is covered by forests. (The Hon’ble Mr. PnEMirAiti Bauma : 9 per 
cent, and not 13 per cent.) So much the better for my argument but I 
suppose that is not the case. Out of 78,600 square miles of the total area 
10.600 and odd square miles are lorests, i.e., 13 and odd per cent, of the 
total area of the province is covered by forests and most of the forests are 
State-owned forests. The private forests are ver\ small in comparison with 
the State forests. Therefore, in the interests of the country if forestry has 
to be developed, it has to be developed on tlie basis of State forests and 
Government or rather its Forest Service should, first of all, try to oil their 
own machine, try to prove that the State forests are a productive proposi- 
tion. We know, Sir, that so far as our forest administration is concerned, 
it is a highly uneconomical administration. From the point of view of 
revenue and the expenditure that is incurred to secure that revenue, the 
expenditure is much top high and exorbitant. Uneconomic exploitation 
only the State can afford and not private individuals. If the State cannot 
afford to maintain or manage properly its own forests, how is it entitled 
to attempt to control the private forests, 1 for myself cannot understand. 
Sir, in those countries where a very large ]>ercentage of the area is not 
covered by forests, or much of the forest area is not owned by the State, 
the State adopts two or three beneficient measures to improve the forests. 
First of all, the State acquires lands where re-afforestation is possible or 
desiraljle. Secondly, they offer large bounties to private owners to enable 
them to undertake long-term development of foiests. Without assistance 
from the State it is not p{)ssible for private owners, particularly those who 
are subject t(» a hursli revenue system, to develoj) their forests on a long-term 
basis. The first example you will find in U.S.A. There the State acquiries 
lands where protective afforestation is posfiilile. It does not leave sueh land 
in the hands of the private owners. It pays them down and takes the 
land. It does not expropriate without paying sutlicient (‘oinpensation. It 
legislates for acquisition of land for protective purposes. Such acquisition 
was permitted in the United States of America by the Weeks Act of 1911. 
There the State acquired largo quantity of land in the catchment ureas 
for controlling floods by purchase from private owniu's paying them large 
compensations. That principle. Sir, was extended for the acquisition of 
other forest lands than what may be termed as “protection forests” by an 
ftmendment to tlu‘ (darke-McNary A<‘t in 1924. Tbu> the State came to 
acquire forest lands from private owners i(» develop tliem. You will find, 
Sir, an (‘xample of the otner case, namely, of granting sufficient bounty 
to private owners, in France, I believe. There strict control exists how- 
ever in the case of protection forests only and in respect of other forests 
private owners at their own request may have their forest.s managed by 
Government under term.s of contract drawn up for a period of not less than 
10 years such as inav be done under section 38 of the Indian Forest Act. 
Assistance may also W given otherwise, e.g., “plantations on summits and 
slopes of mountains and sand dunes are all free from taxation for a period 
of 30 years and ])lantations on other areas are also exempt for a period 
equal to the period destroyed by fire subject to a maximum of 20 years”. 

Again, in Italy, even where the State does not own forest land but 
forest tlands are mostly owned by private persons, and large grants and 
subsidies are given to the latter to develop their forests. An Act was pass- 
ed in 1923 even by Fascist Italy providing for grants to private jpersons to 
enable them to develop their forests. But nowhere would you find any such 
proposal as has been made in the Bill before us to take over private forests 
fumplv on the ground of mismanagement. It has been proposed only in 
our fiill. In our Bill it has been provided that so far tf^s private ownets 
are concerned working pl^hs will be imposed on them. They will have to 
work their forests according to such plans and if they do not work them 
satislaotorily or .if they try to evf de the plans in that case they will be 
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pi|^hed even with imprisonment. Such an harsh measure has never been 
conceived in any other country, particularly in a country situated like our 
province where the State owns most of the forests and the private persons 
only a small proportion and where the development of forests does not 
reauy depend so much on tlie private persons as on the State* 

Sir, there are other countries also in the world where private forests are 
mismanaged, mismanaged more or less like our much criticised small 
owners’ forests. Suppose an expert goes to England from India or from 

Bengal, what will he find there ^ He will find that the forests in England 

on in Great Britain arc not in a much better condition. There most of the 
forests are owned by private persons. Do these forests in Great Bntain 
stand in any better position? Dr. Troii|>. Profeshor of Forestry in the 
University of Oxford, says: “There is no control over private forestry in 
Britain except in the case of entailed property. Under the law of entail 
an owner is prevented from cutting down his wcmkIs without an effort to 

replace them, except with the sanction of the heir-at-law. Hut for thia 

exception, an owner of woodlands may clear his woods without any attempt 
at regeneration, leaving hehiiul devastated areas ^^hich are of no value to 
himself, his successors, or the country in generuf: ami 8|H*cultttor» may 
purchase woodlands and similarly clear them willoMil liimlrance. Nor ha« 
an owner any obligation t(» manage his \\oodlamls projierly ; in conseiiueuce, 
the majority of Britisli private woodlands present a sad picture of neglect, 
while sustained yield inanageinent is seldom undiustood, much less practised. 
On a limiterl iiiimher of estates commendahle etfoits are made to pruetiae 
forestry on correct lines hut this only serves to sliow up more conspicuously 
the failings of the majority.” 

What is the cause of decline of private fortvsts ev«‘n in sneli an advanced 
and resourceful couati v dike Great Britain ‘‘In Ifl.'il, the (incstion of 
private f()restr\ in Great Britain was the subject of imjiiiry by tlie Forestry 
Consultative ('ominittees of Kngland, Scotland and \Vdiles 

Mr/ DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr ( haudhuri , YOU may eontinm* after 
prayer adjournment. 

(At this stage the House was a<ljourned tor lo minufes. ) 

(After adjourn merit . ) 

Rai HARENORA NATH CHAUDHURI: Mr 1)eput> Speaker. Sir, 

I was pointing out the instance ()f an adxanciMl country where private forests 
were also mismanaged hut such a Icg’ishitnm to control them has not heem 
undertaken. The in.stance I wa.s quoting was that of (Jreat Britain. I was 
going to point out also that tlie causes of decline of j)ri\ate fore sts in Great 
Britain are almost the same as are found to he in Bengal. “In 1U31.” 
Dr. Troup sa\s, “tlie (jU(*stioii of jiriNate foT<*’-1r\ in (Jreiit Britain was tlio 
8ubjt*ct of imjuirv by the Forestry ( onsu!tali\e (’ommillees of Kngland, 
Scotland and AVales. A joint rejvort by the three committees a‘-ciibed its 
decline to various factois, including the general ilepression, taxation, the 
break-up of estates, the high level of wages, and want of c-orifidence in the 
future, which jirevents proprietors from sinking capital in such long-term 
investments as plantations”. But, Sir, unlike our ( ommittce Ueport, their 
“report was unable to suggest any jiraetical solution of the (juestion in view 
of the need for national economy at a time of .serious financial depression, 
and the Forestry (’ornmissiemers have foreshadowed the possibility of 
maintaining the wumdiands of Great Britain by taking them over on fair 
terras in cases where, after every possible encouragement ami State 
co-Of>erativn has l>een offered, the ow-ner is unable to replant.’ ' But, Sir, 
the Bengal Gfivemraent, the popular Bengal Ministry of today has been 
advised that compulsion is the only remedy* here in Bengal and State 
assistance and State grants should not be countenanctvl at all. Now, Sir, 
“assistance to forest trade is provided by the Forestry ( ornmissioner in 
England (1) by encouraging planting by local authorities ^nd private 
persons with the aid of grants from the*State. by furnishifig kdvice on ^ 
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I^tical iimtterH, (*J) hy Huhsidizinif education and research, and (4) by 
cOBtributinpr in other wavs towards the assistance of forestry”. Yod won’t 
find such rneasures at all in the Bill that is introduced. The first and last 
Word in the Bill is compulsion. “Under the Forestry Act of 1919, the 
afiorestatioii ffrants paid by the Forestry ('ommission (in England) amount- 
ed to a iria.ximuni of £2 per acre tor conifers, £*4 for oak or ash, £3 for 
beefdi, sycamore or chestnut, amh £2 tor other appnived hardwoods. These 
grants have been an incentive to planting to a limited extent only. Between 
Tfi2(l and 193<i the area planted with the aid of grants and. to a small extent, 
through the profits-Hharing scheme amounted to 111,294 acres, which 
represents only about one-quarter of the area estimated to have been felled 
during and immediately after the war. Making allowance for private 
planting without grants, and tor State planting it was estimated in 1934 
that 400,000 acres of felled and devastated woodlands remained unplanted, 
and the Forestry (Commissioners in their re])ort of that year expressed 
doubt whether any real progre.ss had been made in mainlaining the existing 
woodlands on even the relatively low pre-war standard.” 

Sir, even State grants on a liberal scale failed to impiove private British 
forestry, but hen* there is no proposal of assisting with gratits the private 
proprietors. 


Anotheu' possible wa\ r»f improving forests, 1 mean, ])rivate forests, 
would be as Dr. Troup .say.s; “to work on a co-operative basis somewhat 
on the lines of Denmark and Finland by forming groups of woodland est.ates 
and placing each group umler a competent unit of management, hut each 
group of (‘states would he sul)j(*et to the same gent'ial ])oliey and placed 
under a single sah's organisation directed, when ne(e^sar_\, by a co-operative 
body eompo.sed of land-owners th(unselv(‘s m their repre.sentatives. A 
Bcheme of this kind would enable land-owners to obtain the services of 
competent forest managers at a cost which would be more than recouped 
by increased receipts due to the more efficient managenitmt of their wood- 
lands. In the (‘arlier years of the seluune a contribution towarHs the 
salaries of the managers might la* paid by tlie Statt*. though tlie ultimate 
aim should ])e to justify their employment as a charge on the estates alone.” 
But, Sir, h(*re it is proposed to liave the estates {managed hy expert managers 
with teehnienl knowledge, but they will be imposed on private forests at 
the cost of the owners without any peeiiniary aid oi grants, for no such 
proposal appears in tliis Bill. Sir, hert* the tiovernment is not going to 
try any other remedy except the worst remedy of compulsion. That is the 
only remedy that is envisaged in this Bill. In thi.s Bill power has also 
been taken to take over private forests hy ugn'enient no doubt, but if that 
be nossible then why providi' for compulsory taking over of private forests 
without paying any compensation whatsoever, and (‘v(‘n f<>i punishment of 
private owners when they will not adliere to your s(dieine of management. 
Such harsh, eoeicive measures have never been found necessary in other 
countries exee]>ting, as I have jxunted out, those like the Scandanavian 
countries wliere most of the land is coveivd hy forests and forests are owned 
not by the State so mindi as by ]>rivat(‘ owners and forest produce consti- 
tutes the staph' industry of the (‘ountry. No parallel can he drawn between 
Finland and Bengal or between (zeehoslovakia and Austria and Bengal. 
Sir, some of us who have not given so much attention to the question of 
development of forest.s in tlys country may lun witli the idea that, if 
forests are develop('d in catchment ureas in Bengal, floods would be con- 
trolled ^but in the Bill you will find no distinction between what are called 
in the We,st “protection forests” and “production forests”. Protection 
forests are meant really for the benefit of the community such as forest 
lands where afforestation ha.s» to be carried on for the purpose of the 
protection of the people, viz., to prevent land-slides, avalanches, floods, 
etc. The Bengal (hunmittee. Sir, went into the question of the centred of 
ioods in the Western Bengal rivers, but they Jpund that re- 
« afforestation^ in the catchment • areas of the Damodar and other 
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rivers wu« not a matter for Bengal because the catchment area» 
were all situated m Bihar. So if the flood has to he checked 
by reafforestation, that reafforestation lia.s got to take place in 
Bihar and not in Beii^ral. That lias been found by the committee. I could 
have understood, Sir, the n.eessitj of such a Bill it the Bill had made a 
clear disfinction between ••iiroteetion forests" and "production forests" 
and measures of coiitnd weie piopo,sed in the ea.so of protection forest# 
' have untler.stfMul tiiai proposition. Sir, hut Jhat is not the 
case. All the drastic measures are jruing l«» be projioMed in respect of the 
pnvate forests for production purposes and not for protection only. Sir, the 
^mmittee in their investijration found that soil erosion had taken place only 
in a small part in Bunkuru and nowhere else. And yet instiinees of soil 
erosion in (.anada, South Atricu and (tiina have been quoted in the report. 
If there has been soil erosion in Canada or China, how does it affect Ben^ftl? 
Wily on the remote chanei' fd .soil erosion we sliouhi enact such a coercive 
Bill here and now. Such a Bill, Sir, should not be launched here at this 
stage. Other remedies ouglit to be tried to improve the Bengal forests, 
before, Sir, we think of «i Bill tlu* first and last word tif it is compulsion. 
That^is also the ojiinion ot all those who havt* m ad e^ researches in forestry. 
Dr. Iroup s opinion i.s tliat “experience in countries where control over 
privat(‘ forestry is (‘xercised has shown that too ‘.trict a measure of compul- 
sion destroys personal intmest and leads to evasion of regulations, while 
too rigid a control over forest techni(|ue may result in killing initiative and 
sense of re.sponsiliility. So long as public interest-, arc safc'guarded, and 
a polic\ which ensures this is followtal, the idtail is to proiiMdi* community 
of inten'sts betwe«*n the private owner and the Slat(\ to (*neonrag(* initia- 
tive, and to apjily compulsion only when' otlu'r methods fail'C But other 
methods have not been tried uj) till now in Ih'figal, \et (loviTnment i.s going 
U) launch a Bill wliieh is based on compulsion Sir. I put om* simple ques- 
tion in conclusion to the lIoiTble Minister in eliarge. Why <lo you not 
lake advaiitayf' ot the Indian Act as if stands ev«‘n at jiresfoit K Section 
of the* Indian ^o^(‘^l Act pr<*vides that w’heie regulation of forests ii 
nei’cssan tor the pnijai^c of protection that may be done by tlie (Jovern- 
meiit b\ notification Section .‘Id .sa\s: 

“Tbe laical (lovei iiiiicMt ma\, b\ notification in tlie local OfHeial f Juzetle, 
regulate or [iroliibit in aii\ forest or waste-laml ■ 

fa) tbe breaking up or clearing of land for eullivution ; 

(h) the pasturing of cattle; or 
(r) the firing or clearing of the vegetation; 
when such rt'gulation or prohibition apjiears necessary for any of tha 
following pur|M»ses 

(?) for Iiroteetion against storm'', winds, rolling stones, floods and 
avalanches : 

on lor the presiMvation of the soil, tbe jirevention of land slips, the 
prot«*cti<in of land against <‘rosion. etc, 

(???) for the maintenance of a water-suppl> ; 

<??•) for the prote< tion fif roads, lirid; 4 es, ete. : oj 
(?•) for the preservation of public health 

In other cases also (iovernment ina\ eas»i\ contnd all lorests by ugreemeut 
with private forest owiiei- undei srcteoi i.S Section ‘1<S says; 

“The owner of any lain! or. li ilo 'i- he iiioh' than one owner thereof, 
(he owners of •'hares tij«i(in .imfoinmij., in tfie aggiegate lo at least twd- 
third*- thereof may, with a view’ i(» the for mat ion or conservation of foresti 
thereon, represent in writing to the (V>lleetor their desire — ^ * 

that such land be managed on their behalf by the Forest Officer as a 
leserveil or a protected for?*st on sifcb terms as may be niutuully 
agreed upon.” 

Therefore, Sir, the management uf forest may be taken over even by agree- 
ment. Not only that, ^r. Fotest lands evep may be acquirtwf where 
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Govemmesi; think it necessary to acquire them in the interest of the com- 
munity at large under section 37, and under section 36, Government 
take over management of private forests in case of neglect or wilful dis- 
obedience to any regulation under section 35. Why does the Government 
fight shy of section 5, 35, 36, 37 or 38 of the Indian Forest Act? For the 
present, Sir, the provisions of the Indian Forest Act ought to suffice and 
there is no necessity of a provincial measure like that which is contemplated 
and pieced before us tonight. With these words I move the motion for 
circulation that stands in my name. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Sir, I beg to move that for the name 

of Mr. Adwaita Kumar Maji in the personnel of the Select Committee 

proposed the following name be substituted, namely: — 

Mr. Jatindra Nath Chakrabarty. 

Mr. A. F. STARK. Sir, I beg to move that the following name be 
added to the personnel of the Select Committee proposed, nameV: — 

Mr. D. G. Smyth-tjsbourne. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Sir, after the learned speech by 
Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri it is of no use to speak l)ftcause it will not 
enter the deaf ears of (lovernment, but still when I see that a Bill has been 
brought in this way it should be circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon because this is not a well thought-out Bill. We all like 

tnat a well thought-out Bill should he brought before the House because 

this Bill will not do good to the country at large. If we only bring a Bill 
for the iiieome of (fovernment so far a.s forest is l oneeno d, then I think there 
are many points which should be also incorporated in this Bill. 

A committee was appointed in the year 1938 and the name of the com- 
mittee was West Bengal Forest Committee. In the Statement of Objects 
and Reasons of this Bill the Hon’ble Minister says that “Owing to the 
progressive denudation of forests in AVest Bengal by tenants and private 
owners, soil erosion has been going on on a consiflerable seale making 
large areas of land bare and unproductive. The destnirtion of the forests 
has also been rendering West Bengal as a whole moie liable to floods and 
drougjit. Moreover, denudation of the forests has endangered tlie supply 
of timber and firewood for local consumption. In Residution No. 146T0-For., 
dated the 25th July, 1938, a representative committee consisting of officials 
and non-ofticials was appointed by Government to examine this alarming 
situation and to suggest remedial measures. The area of the enquiry com- 
prised the districts of Bankura, Birbhum, Burdwan and Midnapore. The 
committee submitted an illuminating report after elaborate investigation. 

The committee was appointed to examine the conditions of West Bengal, 
apeciallv the districts of Bankura, Birbhum, Burdwan and Midnujiore. The 
1938 Hill only extends to the districts of West Bengal. The Bengal Private 
Forests Act, 1939, applied to the district.^ of Bankura, Birbhum, Burdwan 
and Midnapore, but in this Bill of 1944, the Hmi'ble Minister all of a sudden 
in his wisdom says that it should extend to the wlmle of Bengal without 
examining the condition of forest of Bengal. Therefore, on this ground 
at least this Bill should be circulated for the purpose of eliciting public 
opinion thereon. 

Sir, you will just see that, we are going to deforest in this House. From 
the thin House you can understand that we are not interested in affore- 
station. Sir, I want to draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister to one 
thing. He, has descriWd the meaning of “uaste laud’' as “waste land”* 
means any waste land which is not the property of the Crown or over which 
the Crown has no proprietary < right. Therefore if they want to have any 
waste land they can have it as forest. It may be that that waste land is 
kept as pasture land. It is also necessary that some waste land' should be 
kept as pasture land. We know the condition o{ cattle is Bengal. They 
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aM, such a poor speoimen and if all the waste lands are turned into forest 
their condition will be worse. Forests do not always provide good graiing’ 
ground. Much of the unproductive land may be converted into good 
PMiure land. Therefore if we only bring a piecemeal legislation of this 
kind it will be no good. 

In other countries like Switzerland or Tennessy Valley there is strict law 
for afforestation. In the catchment urea they apply it on special grounds^ 
namely, to control flood and thereby they generate hydro-electric power so 
that irrigation and other industries may be developed. 

Sir, it is a very important Bill. It extends to the whole of Bengal. 
Practically the District Magistrate and the Forest Officer may take any 
waste land in Mango garden may Ik* converted into fprest land. 

Members who have been chosen in the Select ('ommittee do not seem to 
take any interest in this Bill. Therefore something should he said at this 
stage so that even if we an* deifpated — and we will be def«‘ated, (loverninent 
won’t hear us — members of the Select ('ommittee will take note of the 
objection taken by us. A committee was appointed for the districts of 
Bankura, Birbhuin, Burdwan and Midnapore, hut*|he Hon’hle Minister all 
of a sudden has brought in a Bill whieh seeks to bring under its jurisdiction 
the whole of Bengal. 

I think the forest in Biliar is no less in area than in Bengal. Under 
section IlH of the Indian Forest Act (fov(*rnnu*nt has jiower to take any forest 
if it is not well managed Bihar is trung to induce those who possess 
forests which are not (‘conomic to niaki* a ciuitract with the (lovernment so- 
that Government will do sonn* good to them. If the proj>riet«>rs of forests 
are induced to l»elieve that a goo<l forest pa>s F.^4 times than any crop and 
that a had foi<*st pays A i'liiws than any had crop and if they are given to 
understand that a forest pax*' for them tliey nil) not. 1 am sure, deforest 
their lands to liavt* ordinaiy crojis which an* of less ini])oTtancc from the 
economic point of view. Therefore. Sir, I say that this Bill should he 
circulbled from many points view. The Hon’ble Minister lias not stated 
that he wants afforestation for the protection of catchment areas. If the 
Hon'ble Minister says that it is in order to protect the Burdwan floods that 
he wants afforestation tlien we shall not object. That can be done under 
section 38 of the Forest Act. They can induce the proprietors of private 
forests to come to an agreement with Government. That has been done in 
Bihar also. If lie wants that the jurisdiction of the whole of Bengal should 
come under the purview oj this ill-coiiceiv(*d legislation then the Bill should 
be circulated and another committee should be a|>j)ointr*d to investigate the 
conditions of fore.st.s also. The conditions in West Bengal, 'North Bengal 
and blast Bengal are not the .same; the\ cannot In* jilaced on the saim* footing. 

Sir^ this Bill is very important though memhers are not taking interest 
including yourself, Mr. Deputy Speaker. I hope, Sir, that you wiH kindly 
permit me to speak on it, because it is ir very inifiortant legislation. Your 
crop land and pasture laud may he converted into forests; our mango* 
gardens may he converted into forests. There is no appellate authority 
save and except two officers. Whatever will be said liy them will be 
accepted. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Let us hear Mr Morgan. 

» 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Sir, the onus of proof has been givea 
to men who will take something from the tore.sts. It is against tfie provi- 
sions of ‘the Griminal Procedure ('ode. Therefore, Sir, though *we weicomo 
one good legislation regarding forest and (fir developing forest for tlie^ 
purpose of afforestation in connection with control of floods — we dfi not 
oppose forest law as such — we oppose the present Bill, as it is drafted. 
Therefore^ Sir, this Bill should be circulated for the purpose of elicitiag' 
public opinion tfbd I support the motiqn of Rai Harendra Nath Chaudbun. 
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Hff C. MORGAN: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I do not tliink my friends 
have made out a case for circulation of the Bill, but I think a sufficient 
case hits beer» made out in support of the motion before the House for 
aubroissiorj to Select ('ommittee. I support the motion before tlie House 
for reference to Select (’ommiltee. 

The Bill is ba8<*d ()Ti the l{e])orf of the West Benj^’a! Foivsi Committee 
appointed in 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: This Bill applies to the whole of 
Bengal ( 

Mr. C. MORGAN: Jiisten. You had your say. This task was very 
aimilur to fhat of tiie Stephenson Committee which enquired into the 
denudation of forests in (jhota Xagpur and Orissii in 19(1S. '16 years ago. 

What valuable time lias been lost ! 

Rii HARENDRA N^iTH CHAUDHURf: ()nl\ *16 years. Bihai has 
thrown out the Bill. , 

Mr. G. MORGAN: 16 \ears i.s evident)\ nothing to the honourable 
members. I would, Sir, stres.s the importance of making this Bill applicable 
to the wljole of Bengal, a.^ West Bengal is not the only area for which the 
Bill is riHiuired and 1 would iiistafna* the cai<‘lmient aT'ea^ in tin* Darje(ding 
-district as one. 

It is evident that owner.s are in need of expert advici* and also that powers 
should h(‘ given to deal with f()r(‘.st peti\ oflenccs. An\ im])H)veinent in 
the utiinugement and eondition of forests will ultimatelvt benefit owners and 
also cultivators. 

For the working of controlled forests, paragra]>h oH of the Forest Report 
states (dearly what is nece.s.sary, and we are in full agreement with Hhose 
remaiks. 

I w(»uld draw your attention. Sir, to th«' remarks made b\ the Coin- 
mittee regarding tlie maressary staff, nd’erence being inudi* to the fact that 
the Itegional Forest OtHcers and staff* reciuiied to carry out the \\(»rk do not 
exist at present, and that it would probably take tliret- years at lea.st before 
they could be recruited and trained. 1 would ask Ciovernnient w]ieth(‘r they 
hav(* taken any action on thes«‘ lines. 

Again. Sir, what are Covernmeut's plans regarding re-aff‘orestatioii 
Hus tlu're been a .systematic survey of available waste lands and, if so, have 
there btaui any exjieriments on various classes of w'aste lands as recommend- 
ed by the Committee f 

Referring to what 1 have already mentioned about the Stephenson Com- 
mittee Report of 1908, has Oovernmeut attempted to secure the co-operation 
of the Bihar Government in this matter and has Government asked the Bihar 
Oovernmeut to take up similar legi.slation P This, Sir, is es.sential and 
urgent as the deterioration of the larger rivers of W(*stern Bengal is due 
mainly to the deterioration of forests in Chota Nagpur as stated in the Forest 
Report. 

It i.s also said and .stated an the Report that the grazing in the forests 
4 oc 8 unmeasured harm to the forests and very little good to the cattle. 
Fodder fttops should he grown for cattle everywhere in the barren areas as 
a substitute* for “leaf grazing”, and the Report .states that the obvious 
fodder crop is Napier grass. (Khan Bahadur Maulvi Fazlul Quadlb; A 
Ifood suggestion.) ' 

I have some experience in this myself, because 1 initiated the planting 
of Napier grass on the edges olr fields in part of the Kalimpong subdivision, 
where leaf grating is very general. * 
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In our opiiuon there in no case for cinuilation of the Bill. The West 
Bengal Forest ('ommittee Report has been before the i)ublic since 19lf9 and 
this Bill reproduces the draft Bill recoin mended by the t onimittee after 
very careful and detailed investigation. 

We consider this Bill is ahsolutely neees^arv and nrge!»t. and I trust 
it will soon he placed on the Statute Book. 

Point of priviloge. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir. may 1 invite u)nr attention to a 
question of personal privileged Last .session also 1 had to invite .similar 
attention to the iiiconveTiience telt hy members in connection with the issue 
of petrol coupons. 1 find tlial sour oftice, tar from exendsing a little coni- 
monsense, is defacing our books to sindi an cxtiMit that it is impossible 
to 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Oidei. onlei . Dr San\al. tin* matter will 
be looked into You need not worr\ . % 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I tiust ilia I sour assuranee will 
really be tollowasl up by tin* ottiee. On previous oecasif)ns many assurances 
were held out. but tlH‘\ weie not tollo\\ed up. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: It xnli be f.dhmed up. 

^ Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYALS rio're is iinother matter of piivil(*g<*, 
Sir. Du a jirevious occasion tluriny this session w c liad t(» invite the atten- 
tion of tlie House to tin* tact tliat (h«* Motor \ idticlcs Itnles ainendmetits 
were not placed lietore the House as n*(|uired under the Act and Kluin 
Bahadur Moliuiiinie?! Ali on hehalt oi tin* Cliiei Minislir who is also the 
Home Minister assured us that he woubi go into the i|Ue*'(ion ami would 
within the jiresent session place before tlie House thoso aniendnumts which 
were *not so tar placed. 1 (rust that the Hou.se will not he prorogued 
before these rules are jdaced before it; otherwise the uhole set of rules will 
become infructmius and illegal. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I will look into (!,.• mattn 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Th IS is a matter of vital interest. ] 
hope you will ])lea.s(* look into if fietoie you n'ad out tin* jiroiogatiou order. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: You cannot aiiticijiatc IIicm' tilings. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Thi^ im a inatt<‘r of vital intorest, Sir. 

The Bengal Private Forests Bill, 1944. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PREMHARI BARMA: Sir, as to (he expediency of the 
propo.sed lej 4 islat ion , I hav<* very little to arid to what I have already 
indicated in tlic Statement of Objeels and Reasons atlaeherl to the Hill. A 
resume of tin* priimijral f<*aturr*s of the Hill has be<‘fi lurnished in the 
Statement rrt Dbjrvts and Rea.son.s. The Hill is based on the r(*eoinniendaf ions 
of the M est Bengal Forest (^junmitt^'r*. ‘’ 0 p\ of whose rei»orl was Hupplir*d 
to the members r»f tin* House. I trust that the iiiembers of the House* will 
from their study of the report hear me out that the Committee had gone into 
the whole ri^uestion ^itli great thorough ness. I further beg to arid that, the 
Committer* tiid not submit th(*ii refiort simjds after Kruno ar*arl(*mio rliseiisHionn 
among-Ht theniKelves but they took the trouble of entering into details and 
seeing for themselves the r*ondition.s of tin* forrsts in Wr*sf Jb'nyal, I rt*g^ret 
to say that Rai Hareiidra Nath Chaiidhui i’ who was himself a riiemiber 
of the Committer* did not aer ompany the ( ommittee in their tmirs because at 
that time he was ill. 

Rai HAREflORA NATH CHAUOHURI: *A dissenting member! 
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Th* Hon’U* Mr. PREMHARI BARMA: He was the only dissenting 
'member. 

0r. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Only member who had studied the 
subject. 

The Hon’ble Mr* PREMHARI BARMA: What I beg to submit is that 
Mr. Cliaudhuri did not see for himself the eonditions of the forests in West 
Bengal. Hud he seen the conditions, perhaps he would not have submitted 
a note of dissent. The Committee undertook extensive tours in the areas 
under investigation and recorded tlie evidence of a large number of indepen- 
dent witnesses on tlie spot. The representative character of the Committee 
vouches for its competence and expert knowledge in dealing with the subject 
which naturally bristles with teclinicalities. No useful purpose will m the 
circumstaiKies be served by calling for the uninformed opinion of the lay 
public and I would urge that the Bill be referred at once to the Select Com- 
mittee to examine the provisions in detail and to suggest improvements where 
necessary. 

I need hardly emphasise the urgeney of the problem to prevent the devas- 
tation of forests which *ha8 been jiroceeding on an alarming scale. Forest 
preservation is an absolute necessity on climatic and physical grounds for the 
well-being of the community. Expert opinion affirms that the minimum 
area under forest should be 20 per cent, against the existing figure of 9 per 
cent, in this jiroviuce. 

Mr. (Iittudhuri lias said that it is a drastic measure and that it is incon- 
sistent with section ‘18 and other sections of the Indian Forests Act. I beg 
to submit that this Bill is an improvement on the Indian Forests Act. Under 
that Act, whenever a firivate forest was taken over, (Government would have 
a share in the profits derivcnl from better manageimmt of the forest. Under 
this Bill, liowevi*!’, we have not made any provision for any share of profits 
whatsoever so fur us (Government are eoneerned. Again, Sir, private owners 
of forests are at liberty to manage their forests provide*d they work in aeeord- 
ance with the eo-or(linat<‘d working plan. Provision has also been made for au 
appeal to tli(‘ Appellate (^imniittee. Therefore I don't think that any hard- 
ship will be caused to private ow'ners of forests, as apprehended by 
Mr. Chaudhnri. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is there any provision for financial 
assistance by (Government.’^ 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. PREMHARI BARMA: Yes, certainly there is. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Under which clause? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PREMHARI BARMA: If you kindly go through the 
Bill, you will see it. There is a provision in the Bill for helping private 
owners of forests. (Interruption.) 

The provisions of this Bill w’ill be given <‘ffeci to only in places where 
Government think that it w’ill he iiecessarv, and it will ijot be given effect to 
throughout the wliole province at once. If Govemnient think that this Bill 
should be applied to any part of Bengal, it will be done but in that case also 
the opinion of the local people will be considered. 

As regards catchment areas outside the province, I may add that the Bihar 
Government wdll have similar* legislation and take to afforestation in those 
areas. Those parts being' outside the province, we cannot do anything. 

I do rfot want to take up the time of the House any more. I oppose the 
motion for circulation and commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 

As regards the motion regarding the personnel of the Select Committee, 
the opinions of the Whips of different parties have been taken and therefore 
I do not think that it will be right to accept the amendmerfk of Mr. Qkaru 
Chandra Roy. ‘ 
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Hr. DHIRENORA NATH DATTA: It is a case of substitution only. 

Tilt Hon’blt Mr« PREMHARI BARM A: The question of substitution 
cannot arise because the names were supplied by the Whips of Parties. 

As regards the amendment of Mr. Stark, I accept it because the consent of 
Mr. Powell has not ben obtained. 

The motion of llai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri that the Bonsai Private 
Forests Bill, 1944, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon 
before the 28th February, 1944, was then put and declared that “the Ayes 
tiave it“. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 am sorry, I have made a mistake. I shall 
put the motion again. 

Dr- NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: There is no provision in the Rules for 
putting the motion again. Let us therefore procoej to the next motion. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: No, no. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The opportunity for the Government to 
call for a division was there if they felt that your declaration was wrong 
but they kept quiet. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: It is simplv a slip of tongue on my part. I 
have immediately corrected myself. I shall put the motion again. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: You cannot put the question again. 
That is not allowed under the rules. 

Mjr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 shall put the question again. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: On a point of order. Sir. You have 
given a ruling and a declaration. There is no pio\ision in the rules for 
anybody ehallenging that declaration exce])l v^itliin the rules. The rules 
provide that in case of a voting it you do declan* som(‘thing which is (contrary 
to the actual i>osition in the Ilou.se this declaration can be challenged, within 
the ])eruH] perniis*;ilile, by the Whip of e\ei\ jiarlv getling up and calling for 
a division and if that division was not called, it would only he jiresumed that 
your decision is correct. There is no j>rovision in the rules tor you or for 
anybody to seek to revise the decision by jmtting the whole thing over again. 
That would 1m* tantainouiit ti» the \^aste of tljc time ot the House. T therefore 
submit that the matter sliould he allowed to stand where it is. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, it is not tenabh*. It is the inherent right 
of the Speaker to correct a slip of tongue as it was done in another House 
which went to the High Court and the High Court held that the President of 
that House was entitled to correct that mistake. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, may I enquire, if it was u slip of 
your tongue, whether it was also a .sjip of the ear of the Chief Whip of the 
Government? It cannot be both. , 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, I have heard your point of order 
and I have also heard Mr. Fazlur Rahman. Thai was absolutely a slip of 
the tongue, and I do correct myscdf in the House. I put the motion once 
again. o 

Dr. NALiNAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, we do not take part in the division 
at all. 

The motion of Rai ilarendra Nath Chaudhuri that the Bengal Private 
Forests Bill, 1944, be circulated* for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon 
before the 28th February, 1945, was then again put and lost. 
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The motioti of Mr. (‘harn (‘liandra Ko> that for the name of Mr. Adwaita 
Kumar Maji in the j)ersonneI of the Select Committee proposed the following 
name be Hiibstitutel, namely: — 

Mr. Jut in Ira Nath Chakrabarty, 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. A. F. Stark that the following name be added to the 
perHonnel of the Select Cr)mmittee proposed, namely: — 

Mr. 1). (j. Sinyth-Osboume, 
was then put and agreed to. 

The motion of the llon’lde Mr. Premhari Harma that the Bengal Private 
ForestH Bill, 1944, he r<*feried to a Select ('ommittee, as amended, consisting 
of — 

(1) Mauivi Md. Ahdur Rasheed, 

(2) Khan Bahadur ,l)r. Syed Muliammad Siddique. 

(d) Khan Bahadur Mauivi Alfazuddin Ahmed, 

(4) Mauivi Abul Hashim, 

(6) Buhu Debendra Nath Dass, 

((>) Bul)u Nareiidia Narayan ( ’hakravarty. 

(7) Mr. 1). (j. Smyth-Oshourne, 

(8) Mr. Inwar Chandra Mai, 

(9) Mr. Giasuddin Ahmed, 

(10) Mr. Adwaita Kumar Maji, « 

(11) Maharaja Bhujjendra Chandra Singli of Susang, and 

(12) the llon’hle Miriister in charge of the horests and Excise Department 

(the mover). • 

with instnietions to Huhmit theii- rejxirt hy the 15th February, 1945. The 
number of members whose presence snail be necessary to form a quorum shall 
be five, was then put and agreed to. 

The Bengal Tanks Improvement (Amendment) Bill, 1944. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, 1 beg to introduce 
the Bengal Tanks Tmprovement (Amendment) Bill, 1944. 

(Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.) ^ 

Sir, I beg to move that the said Bill be refmed to a Select Committee 
consisting of — 

(1) Ka/ii Abul Masud, 

(2) Mr. Abdur Rasebid Mahmood, 

(d) Mauivi Abdul Jabbar, 

(4) Mauivi Md. Mozaininel Huq, 

(5) BaW Madhusudau Sarkar, 

(6) Bab\i Ksbetra Nath S^ngha, 

(7) Sj. Manindra Bhiisau Sinha, 

(8) ^j. Narcndra Nath Das Gupta, 

(9) MaUlvi Abdul Wahed, 

(tlO) Dr, Oobinda Chandra .Bhawmik, 

(11) Babu Narendra Narayan Chakravarty, and 

(12) the Hon’ble Minister in charge of tbe fteTeime Department (th» 

mover), t 

witk inatruotiou to submit their repok by ike lei llardk> 1945. Ue nninber 
of members whose preeeime shall be necessary io fem m qnonuB ehiil he five. 

r 
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8ir, this is only an attempt to improve upon the exisiinl^ Act, namely, the 
Bengal Tanks Improvement Act of 19*39. The experience we have gathered 
by the working? of tliis Act in the last five years shows that it retjuires some 
improvement and the present Bill is only an attempt to do that so that the 
Bill may be more inset ul and more eftective nnd may serve better useful 
purpose. Our recent ex])erience sliows that there are places in the province 
where the only souri'e of irrigation are tlie tank.s. and so tanks have {fot to 
be improved as a part of our pro^ramnu* ol the “(ti-ow ilort* l\M>d“ (campaign. 
(Government are re-excavating a larg(‘ number of tanks and in order to make 
the tanks more useful and helpful to the people it is m*cess 2 iry to amend the 
Bill and the present amending Bill has been drafttal on those lines. 

Sir, it has been pro]>08ed to refer the Bill to a re^>n‘senlative Select Com- 
mittee where, I am sure, the Bill will be further improved wherever it ia 
nece^ssary. 

With these observations. Sir, at this fa^ end oj the (hiy, nay, at this fag 
end of the present session, I place the motion for Jhe unanimous acceptance 
of the U ouse. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Sir. I heg to move that the following name he added 
to the personmd of tin* Select (’(unmittec proposed, namely: — 

Mr. M. A. F. llirtzel. o.n.K. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir. in view of the motion moved 
Mr. Stark — and I presume that is going to hv accepted hy (he (Government s 
('hief Whif) — I submit that \ou will |)eriiiit my Deputy Inuider to add 
another name because the names were in certain proportion. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, we have not pro])OHed any name from 
that group, and so they have propositi only one name from their group. 

The motion of Mr. A. F. Stark that the following name be added to the 
personnel (»f the Select (’oinmitt(*e propi>*ie»l. namely: — 

Mr M. A. F. Ihrtzel, o a.r.. 
was then j)ut ami agreed to 

3h(‘ motion of the IFuFhle Mr 3arak Nuth Mukerjeu that the Bengal 
l^anks Improvement (Amendment) Bill. 1944, be referred to a Select Com- 
mittee, as amended, consisting of — 

(1) Kazi Ahul Masud, 

(2) Mr. Abdur Baschid Mahmood. 

(3) Maulvi Abdul Jabbar, 

(4) Maulvi Md. Mozammel Huq, 

(5) Babu Madhusudan Sarkar, 

(G) Babu Kshetra Nath Singha, 

(7) Sj. Manindra Bhusan Sinha. 

(8) Sj. Nareiidra Nath Das (iupta. 

f9) Maulvi Abdul Wahed, 

(10) Dr. Gobinda Chandra Bhawinik, 

(11) Babu Narendra Narayan Chakrabarty. 

(12) Mr. M. A. F. llirtzei, o.h.k., and • 

(13) the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Uevenue Department (the 

mover), . ^ 

with instructions to submit their report by the Ist March, 1945. The numW 
of members whose presence shall he iuM*e.tsary to form a quorum shall be 
five, was then put and agreed to. 

AnmnfmmU to tho Motor Yohioloi Ruioi. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, ma/ I at this stage remind you of 
the necessity of placing before the House the proposed amendments to the 
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Kot# Tahicles Buies P If this is not done, as proposed by Khan Bahadur 
Mohammed Ali, the Rules, I am. afraid, will be ultra vires because it will 
infringe the provisions under section 133(J) of the Motor Vehicles Act. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: How can I help youP Possibly the matter 
will go to some other place and you have made a reference to that 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. I made a reference earlier also and 
«ome promise was given, but still the placing of the rules is held up. That 
shows inefficiency of the Government. 

Prorogation. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. I have it in command from His Excellency 
the Governor that the Bengal Legislative Assembly do stand prorogued. 
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Of tile oommunal ratio rules in pro- 
motion: (Q.) pp. 263-264. 


in 


01 a«iitant section-holders 
Beand Goyemmont 

snso-sio. 

Of arytrators for determination c 
oonpeaeation for requiaitionod prc 
(Q.) p. 384? 


Of Scheduled Caste candidates to 
posts of Agricultural Income-tax 
Officers: (Q.) p. 583. 

Of a sole agent for purdiase of rice 
from other proyinces : (Q.) p. 448. 

Of District Health Officer, Pabna: 
(Q.) p. 135. 

Of doctors in Emergency Hospitals: 

^ (Q.) p. 127. 

Of ladies in Civil Supplies Depart- 
ment: (Q.) p. 466. 


AraktfiOM reftigoea' oamp at KataiMri 

purchase of rice by authorities of — : 
(Q.) p. 614. 

Artoitratort 

Appointment of — for determination 
of compensation for requisitioned 
property: ^Q.) p. 384, 

Arrest 

Of Sree Arunangsn De : ^Q.) p. 322. 

Of Maulana Manirusaaman Islaroa- 
badi, M.L.A., and family allowance^ 
for him : (Q.) pp. 183, 186. 

Of Babu Sisir Kumar Bose : (Q.) 

pp. 306-309, 362.;164. 

And detention of Rj. Amulya 
Mukherjee: (Q.) p. 173. 

AsimiMkliii Ahmed, Mr. 

Health of MauKi Ashrafuddin Ahmed 
Choudhury, a security prisoner : 

(Q.) p. 12. 

Aaeault * 

On a security prisoner in the Presi- 
dency Jail: (Q.) p. 64. 

Assistant ssction-holdsrs 

Appointment of— -in the Bengal Goy- 
ernment Press : (Q.) pp. 309-310. 

In the Bengal Government Press. 
Filling up of vacancies of — (Q.) 

pp. 361-362. 

Aihar All, Maulvi 

Appointment of District Health 
Officer, Pabna : (O.) p. 135. 

Replacement of paid Vice-Chairman, 
Tittaghur Municipality, by one 
^aid Executive Officer: (Q.) p. 

Rice position in Pabna: (Q.) p. 
676. 

iadi Ahmad Choudhunfi Khan Bahadur 
Hali 

Bengal Destitute Persons (Repatria- 
tion and Relief) Bill. 1944: p.'24. 

Bengal Finance mil, 1944: p. 

Bengal L^islative C3^mbers (Mem- 
bers* ^nolnments) (Amendment) 
Bill, 1944 : pp. 618-520. 

Bengal Medical (Amendment) BQl, 
1944 : p. 663. 

Bengal Steamer Khalasis Bill, 1944: 
p. 689. 

Bnforcwnent Primary IMucat^ 
Ceis and religiofs t e a chin gs fur 
itudents: (QO p. '421. 
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Iiidift Gorernment grant for relief of 
famine-stricken people of Bengal: 
(Q.) P. 431. 

Manufacture of salt in toheduled 
arena: (Q.) p. 393. 

Realisation or process fees in rerenue 
tales : (Q.) p, 383. 

Wakf estates in Bengal: (Q.) p. 174. 

Badrtaddula, Mr. Syad 

Amendments to the Assembly Proce- 
dure Rules: p. 406. 

Grierances of skilled operators of the 
silk-conditioning house : (Q.) pp. 

222-223. 

Resolution regarding statutory mini- 
mum price for Jute in place of 
statutory maximum price: pp. 

323-326. 

Balitpur Bpeotal Debt Settlement Board 

Consultation with local M.L.A.. in 
matter of re-constitution of — : 
(Q.) p. 442. 

Baneriee, Mr. Satyapriya 

Family allowance of certain security 
prisoners: (Q.) p. 99. 

Medical treatment of certain necuritv 
prisoners : (Q.) p. 480. 

Proposed Riiquirv Committee for 
Dacca Jail inctd|pt: (Q.) p. 3. 

Release of Sj. Nanichand Mittcr, a 
security prisoner, for reasons of 
health ; (Q.) p. 55. 

Reiweseiitation by security prisoners 
from Rajshahi Central Jail : (Q.) 

p. 486. 

Banerjee, Mr. Sibnath 

Family allowances of security priso- 
ners • (Q.) p. 66. 

Nikunja Behari Maiti, M.L.A.: 
(Q.) p. 602. 

Some particulars al/out swunty pri- 
soners : (Q.) pp 3,54-359. 

Trade disputes; (Q.) p. I.'IO. 

Treatment of State prisoners . (Q.) 

p. 398. 

Whereabouts of certain M*curity pri- 
soners; (Q.) p. 52. 

Visiting of Presidency Jail by Chief 
Presidency Magistrate and com- 
plaints of security prisoners : (Q ) 
p. 68. 

BanariM, or. Btlrath Cbanclra 

Death due to starration of unemploy- 
ed spinners: (0.) p. 530. 

Family allowance for released security 
pr^ners: (Q.) p. 199. 

Fi^ily allowance of Jiban Kumar 
Ohatak. a security prisoner ; (Q.) 

pp. 269-261. 

Coyemment measures to bring down 
pri^ of rice: (Q.) p. 541. 

Increment of family allowance of Sj. 
Devendrn'~Nath Jha, a security rri- 
wner: (Q.) p. 196. ^ 

Inere^nt of family allowance of Sj. 

Kjjr, a aecunty priaoiier: 
fv./ p. 197«^ 

Malbenr plaaiatioR ia Bengal: (Q.) 


Baiwrii, Mr. B. 

• Adjournment motion mgai^UMl ttriko 
in the Bengal Goyommeai Preait 

pp. 104, 106, 107. 

Condition of high edioob in Galbotta: 
(Q.) P. 1». 

Bankura Dittriot BoarB 

Reconstitution of—; <Q.) p. 

Barma, the Hafi*ble Mr. B r a m li aH 

Bengal Priyate Forests Biil« 1944: 
pp. 631, 641. 

Government measures for inoibasitig 
supply of quinine; (Q.) p. 606. 

Barma, Mr. Puapajit 

Appointment of arbitrators for deter* 
mination of compensation fdr roqiii* 
8itiont*\| pro|)erty : (Q.) p. SiM. 

Cooking arrangements in ememnoy 
and desVitute hospitals in muriMMM 
areas : (Q.) p. 203. 

Promotion, travelli^ allowance and 
pay of special officers in Co-opera- 
tive Credit and Rural Indebtedneaa 
Department : (Q.) p. 206. 

Barman, Mr. Upendra Nath 

Reconstitution of Jalpaigurt District 
Board: (Q.) p. 178. 

Basil, Mr. Bantosb Kumar 

Adjournmont motion regarding atrike 
III the Bengal Government PreM: 

p. 110. 

AlUrt Victor Ix»per Hospital (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1944 : p. 166. 

Bengal Legislative Assatnbly PrassdurB 

Rules 

Amendments to the— : pp. 362-361, 
406-430. 

Bhevmilli, Dr. QoMnda Cbandm 

Anti -hoarding drive in some subdivi- 
sionii of Midnapore: <Q.) p. 461. 

Kunsi*t notice on khas manu tenants 
of Contai subdivision : p. 666. 

Bill 

The Albert Victor l.ieper Hospital 
(Amendment)--, 1944: pp. 16^169. 

Bengal Alienation of A^ioultural 
Land (Temporary Provisions^, 
1944 ; pp. 38-42, 68-71. 

Bengal Close Season for FiriheS"-, 
1943: p. 323. 

Blengal Destitute Persons (RepatrtS* 
tion and Relief)--: pp. J23-38. 

The Bengal Diseases of Animals—, 
ft44; pp. 117-126. 

Bengal Finance--, 1944: pp. 278-300, 
461*479. • 

Bengal Hindu Women’s Ri|dite te 
Agricultural Land— ,1944: p. 066. 

Qsngal Legislative Chambers (Mem- 
ben' Emoluments) (Amendment)—, 
1944: pp. 610, 688. 

Bengal Medical ( Aineiidmattt)^^ 1944: 

p. 660, 

Beagal Privata fetMta— , IBfl; 

pr 68L 
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« ' Public Gambling 
BAagAl gteain<>r Khala«iB~<, 1944 ; 

^ SS6. * ^ 

Bengal Tank Improvement (Amend- 
ment)— . 1941 : p. 644. 

Bepgal WakI (Amendment)—, 1941 
p 654. 

The Calcutta Improvement (Howrah 
- Amendment) — , 1944 ; pp. 156-165. 
The Coroners and Criminal Procedure 
^Be^||a1 Amendment)—, 1944; pp. 

The Bforahidabad— , 1944 pp. 71-84. 


Blrtotium DIttrlot BMrd 

, llemoval of Chairman — (Q.) p. 492. 

Birkmyrt, Sir Htnry, Bart. ' 

Ben(;n^l Finance Bill, 1944 p. 29(1. 

Bitwat, Mr. Burandra Nath 

Bengal Hindu Women’s Rights to 
Agricultural Land Bill, 1944 : p. 

River dacoities at certain places in 
Faridpur district : (Q.) p 593. 

Blaok marfcat— 

Belling of some essential commodities 
in~^y licensed shope-keepers in 
Magura subdivision ; (Q.) p. 484. 

Board 

Of Health and its functions, Asan- 
sol Mines: (Q.) p. 148. 


Brtaoh of Tnmo Rogulationi 

By military niotiir vehicles : (Q.) p. 

219. 

BurglariM 

Within Ballygunge polii'e-stntion 
(Q.) p. 682. 

Jii Calcutta f (Q.) p. 301. 


Bui tofvioo 

Between Satkhira and Itindaghat : 
: iQ,) pp- 301-302. 


OiMduUa il^rio Bupfily Corporation 

.AOadirement of the undertakings of 
by Government: (Q.) pp. 


MMHta Mouao fiant Controt Ordor, 
ia«9f (4), F- 
oidoiitta UniwMnity 

m p. 438. 



iment 
•UST itt— : 


for pupilt and 
(Q.) pp. 2W. 




-dirtrictj. (Q.) 

^ .. 


In and around Krishoagor; (Q«) p. 
619. 

Control Co-oporatioo Bank, faHdpyr 

As a Government stockist : (Q.) p. 

678. 

Oortain .priviMgii 

Of State and security priaonors : 
(Q ) p. 96. 

Charging 

Of higher rates for controlled accom- 
modation supplied to Security and 
State prisoners t (Q.) p. 193. 

Chattopadhyay, Mr. Haripada 

Alleged delay in getting copies and 
information on applications made 
to Nadia Collectorate : (CJ.) p. 201. 

Dearness allowance for provincial and 
subordinate services : (Q.) P. 310. 

Security prisoners detained under 
rule 26 of the Defence of India 
Rnles- (Q.) pp. 216-217. 

Chaudhuri, Rai Hanndra Nath 

Amendments to the Assembly Proce- 
dure Rules: p. 415. 

Bengal Alienation of Agricultural 
Land (Temi)orary Provisions) Bill, 
1944: pp. 4142, 68-69. 

Bengal Destitute. Persons (Repatria- 
tion and Relief) Bill, 1944: pp. 
25, 27, 29, .30, 31, 33, 85, 36 37. 
Bengal Disease.s of Animals Bill, 1944 : 

pp. 117, 118, 119-121, 124, 126* 126. 
Bengal Finance Bill, 1944: p. 409. 
Bengal Legislative Chambers (Mem- 
liers’ Kmoluinents) (Amendment) 
Bill, 1944: pp. 620-621, 523. 

Ifcngal Private Forests Bill, 1944 : 
p. 6;32. 

Price of different kinds of rice in 
Bengal and eertain place.s outside: 
(Q.) p. 496. 

Rice position in Bengal: (Q.) p. 532. 
Sui)ply and import of nee into 
Bengal- (Q ) p. 631. 

Childrm’s ward 

In Calcutta Medical College Hos- 
pital: (Q.) p. 182. 

CirNt OfAoir, Satkhira 

Enquiry into allegations against—: 

(Q.) p. 581. 

Civil Barvioai in Bansal 

Emer^e^ reinforcement of — ; (Q.) 

Chrit Buppfiaa Dap ar t m a n t 

Appointment of ladies in — : (Q.) p. 

‘1^. 

Expenditure of—: (Q.) p. 451. 

Pay of certain oBioers under—: (QD 

p. 454. 


DmuibtttioD 




(}.) p. 491. ^ 

•pij'of (igMcaM ttr meat 
^ J: (Q.) pp. SU^ 
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Scarcity of— in Calcutta and mufas- 
•al districts: (Q.) p. 462. 

Ctllitioffi « 

Of cars near the northern gate of 
Assembly Buildings; (Q.) p. 85. 

Comilla Jail 

Construction of a dining shed for 
Division III prisoners in — . (Q.) p. 

679. 

Oommlttcafs) 

Formation of — to enquire into Midna- 
pore affairs and Dacca Jail incident . 

(0.) p. 66. 

Of Privileges: p. 667. 

Of Public Accounts . p. 667 

Appointed for Post-War Reconstruc- 
tion Planning in Bengal (Q.) p. 
389. 

Of Petitions p. 2 

Communal Ratio Rulat 

Observance of — in making apimint- 
monts to posts of assistant section- 
holders 111 the Bengal Government 
Press (Q ) pp 264-265 

Complaint 

Regarding ‘'iippb ot foodstuffs to 
scH'unty pnson^s at l)um Dum 
Central Jail (Q ) p 48*1 

Condition 

Of high schools in ('alcutta (Q.) p. 

120 . 

Confarenoe 

About distribution of kerosene oil in 
24-Parganas (Q ) p 611. 

Construction 

Of Foot! Committees and selection of 
dealers on basis of population of tho 
particular area (Q.) p. 615. 

Of Local bodies. (Q.) p. 024. 

Construction of a dining shad 

For Division III prisoners in Comilla 
Jail: (Q.) p. 679. 

Consultation 

With local M.L.A. in matter of re- 
constitution of Bajitpur Special 
Debt Settlement Board . ((J.) p. 

442. 

Contai 8ul>-Jail 

Accommodating capacity of — (Q.) 

p. 403. 

Gofitantion 

Oveh a plot in mausa Krishnagar — 
whether private property or wakf 
estate; (Q.) pp. 221-222. 

Contract 

I^OT construction of Paridpur State 
Orphanagd: (Q.) p.tSSS. 


Contral thopt 

Opening of— in rural areas ol 
bhum: <Q.) p. 610. 

CMking arraatamanti 

In emergency and destitute hospitals 
in miitassal areas ; (Q.) p. &)3. 

Court Room 

Want of— for District Magiitrate, 
Dinajpnr . (Q.) p. 480. 

Cultivation 

Of long staple cotton : (Q.) p. 162. 

Ott, Rai Sahib Monomohan 

Applicntion of communal ratio mica 
in promotion ; (Q.) pu. 263-64, 

Appointment of Scheauled Caste 
candidates to posts of Agricultural 
Income-tax Officers: (Q.) p. 683. 

Consultation with local M.L.A. in 
mattes of reconstitution of Bajitpur 
SpociaL Debt Settlement Board i 
<0 ) p. 442 

Grievnnces of political prisoners 
detained in Mymensingh Jail: (Q.) 
p 87. 

Hciilth Hiul fiiinilv iillowanee of 
Bnbu Jagat Bandhii Haha Rov : 

(g.) pp. 3(M.;kl5. 

Shoe-making demonstration party for 
village Dlnghirpiir, Bajitpuf police- 
stHtuin, M.MnenHingh: (Q.) p. 396. 

Otf, Mr. Radhanath 

Areoinrnodiition in All pure Central 
Juil Hospital: (Q.) p. 136. 

Hospital arningemcnt in Tamiuk Sub- 
Jail : (g.) pp. 3()2-304. 

Medical treatment in Aliporo Central 
Jail IIo.Kpital and deatn of Madan 
Gapal Joshi: (Q.) p. lOl. 

Oat Gupta, Babu Khagtndra Nath 

lllnesH of security prisoner Babu 
Uahindra Nath Hikdar • (Q.) p. 

1H8 

Medical treatment of Mr. Santi Singh 
Roy, a Be<'unty prisoner ; (Q.) p. 

580 

Result of food drive m JalpaigUli 
district, (g ) p. 532. 

Transfer of — , u security p^risoner^ 
from Jailpaigiiri Jail to najshahi 
Central Jail; (Q.) pp. 262-2o3. 

Traniifer of Babu Oohitida Charan 
Kar, a security prisoner, from 
Huxa Special Reserve Jail on 
grounds of health ; (Q.) p. 141. 

Dai Gupta, 8J. Narandra Nath 

Amendments to the Assembly Proce- 
dure Rules: p, 410. 

&ngal Steamer Khaloeis Bill, 1944: 
p. 650. 

Renewal of grants-in-aid to Primaij 
Girls’ Schools in Bakaiganj diitricC. 
(Q.) p. 221. 

Restriction order on 6j. Prankumar 

• Sen of l^risal : (Q.) p. 

Supply of ration to employdet of Piva^ 
pur Civil Court: (Q.) p. 678. 

Oaa Gupta, Babu tufiah ChaiMn 

Jk aacurity prioonar: (Q.) p, 181. 
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Otttt, Mr, DhirtfMri Nath 

Aooommodating capacity of Contai 
Sub-Jail; (Q.) P. 403. _ 

Bengal Finance Bill, 1944: pp. 280, 
291-292. . 

Bengal li^ialative Chambers (Mem- 
bers' ^Emolumentfl) (Amendment) 
Bill, llf44: p. 597. 

Bengal Steamer Kbalasis Bill, 1944 : 
p. 568. 

Outbreak (»f malaria in the district 
of Tippera : (Q.) p. 14. 

Point of order raised by Dr. Syaraa- 
prasad Mookerjee on the amend- 
'^mcnts to the Bengal Legislative 
Assembly Procedure Rules : pp. 
244-246, 

Requisitioning of Dr. K. K. Das's 
house in Brahmanbario town: (Q.) 

p. 62. . , 

Security prisoners detained in 
Bengal; (Q.) p. 7. # 

Deamats allowanoa 

For Provincial and Subordinae Ser- 
vices: (Q.) pp. 310, 382, 431. 

Dtarth of ftth 

In Bengal. (Q.) pp. 343-348. 

Diath(f) 

Due to starvation of unemployed 
spinners ; (Q.) p. 630. 

Due to starvation in Bengal : (Q.) 

pp. 318-320. 

From epidemic diseases in Noakhali 
district: (Q.) p. 147. 

In flood-affected areas in Midnapore 
district; (Q.) pp. 273-274. 

In Kasha and Burichang police- 
stations in Tippera ; (Q.) p. 277. 

Doolaration 

Of Eastern Zone as free trade area 
and non-co-operating attitude of 
some provinces : (Q.) p. 482, 

Daftnea of India Rulaa 

Cases in subdivisional criminal courts 
of Gopalganj: (Q.) pp. 257-258. 

Dalay 

Alleged— -in getting copies and infor- 
mation on ap^ications made to 
Nadia Collectorote : (Q.) p. 201. 

laputy SurgaoffQtnaral (Stonw) 

New post of—; (Q.) p. 274. 

latantion 

Of certain .security prisoners : (Q.) 
p. 133. 

Under rule 26 of the Defence of India 
Rules: (QO p. 679. 

Diraotar 

Of Public Health’s authority over 
workings of Aisaanaol Mines Board of 
Health: (Q.) p. 161. 

QiaarimiditfMy traatmant 

In favour of British business interests 
Iw the Director of Civil Supplies; 
m p. 671. 


Diatributiofi 

Of sugarcane cuttings: (Q.) p. 491. 

Oiitriot Publicity Organltart: (Q.) pp. 

322-323. 

Divition(t) 

On the amendments to the Bengal 
Legislative Assembly Procedure 
Rules: pp. 366-367, 460-461. 

On amendment of Dr. Nalinaksha 
Sanyal on the Bengal Finance ffill, 
1944 : p. 468. 

On the Bengal Finance Bill, 1944; 
pp. 478-479. 

On the Bengal Steamer Khaiasis Bill, 
1944 : p. 660. 

On clauses 2 and 3 and on the 3rd 
reading of the Bengal Legislative 
Chamlxirs (Members’ Emoluments) 
(Amendment) Bill, 1944: pp. 588, 
690. 602. 

On the motion of Mauivi Abdur 
Razzak for an amendment to pro- 

f iosed section 3 of the Bengal Legis- 
ative Chambers (Members’ Eimdu- 
ments) Bill : pp. 526-627. 

On the motion of Rai Harendra Nath 
Nath Chaiidhun for an amendment 
of new section 3 of the Bengal 
Legislative Chambers (Members’ 
Flnioluments) (.\niendment) Bill, 
1944 . pp 527-.528 
On the motion of Mr Basanka 
Sokhar Ranyal for circulation of the 
Bengal TiOgisIarive Chamhers (Mem- 
bers’ Kmoluments) (Amendment) 
Bill, 1941, for eliciting public opi- 
nion thereon by 31st Deceunber 
1945 : pp. .622-523 
On the motion of Mr. Basanka 
Shekhar Bnnyal regarding reference 
of the propo.sed drafts amendments 
to the A^s^mibly Procedure Rules to 
a Committee of the whole Assembly 
p. 427. 

On the resolution of Mr. Syed 
Badrudduja regarding statutory 
minimum price for jute in place of 
statutory maximum price : pp. 

341-342. 

Dutta Maiumdar, Mr. Niharandu 

Arrest and detention of Bj. Amulya 
Mukherjee: (Q.) p. 173. 

Detention of certain security priso- 
ners: (Q.) p. 133. 

Family allowance of Sj. Priya Ranjan 
Das Gupta, a security prisoner : 
(Q.) P. 139. 

Mortality figures in respect of Presi- 
dency and other jails in Bengal : 
(Q.'l p. 402. 

8j. Biishen Mukherjee, a security pri- 
soner; (Q.) p. 173. 

Dutta, Mr. Sukumar 
Alleged senrntr of rice in certain 
places of Hooghly (Q.) p. 576. 
Dearness allowance for members of 
Provincial and Subordinate Ser- 
vices; (Q.) p. 431. 

Scarcity of coal and salt in some 
places of Hooghly; (Q.) p. 57?. 
Scarcity of sugar andCL-sugarcandy ta 
Hooghly district : (Q.) p. 676. 
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DutU Gupta, Mitt Mira 

AdTiter to the Director of Industries, 
Bengal: (Q.) p. 171. 

Muslim League (jonfereuce at Dinaj- 
pur: (Q.) p. 5419-221. 

Transfer of Baba Khagendra Nath 
Da« Gupta, a security prisoner from 
Jaiipaiguri Jail to Rajshahi Cen- 
tral Jail : (Q.) pp. 262-263. 

Easttm Zont 

Declaration of — as free trade area 
and non-co-operating attitude of 
some provinces : (Q.) p. 482. 

Edbar, Mr. Upendra Nath 

Cninstitution of Food Committees and 
selection of dealers on basis of 
population of the particular area: 
(Q.) p. 615. 

Overseers and demonstrators in 
Khulna district: (g.) pp. 214-216. 

Emtrgtnoy 

Hospital Scheme of the Indian Medi- 
cal Association: (Q.) p. 61- 

Emargenoy rainforoeititnt 

Of Civil Services m Bengal (Q.) p 

529. 

Empkoym 

Of Calcutta rnivers^y (Q.) p. 43^1 

Employmifit 

Of relativen of Hon’hle Ministers, 
Pafliamentary Secretaries, etc 
(Q) p. 62 

Enforoamtnt of Primary Education Coot 

And religious teachings for students 
(Q.) P- 432. 

Enquiry 

Into allegations against Circle OflBcer. 
Satkhira . (Q ) P- 381 

Enquiry Commit too 

Proposed— for Dacca Jail incident 

(Q.) P- 3- 

Enontial oommoditiH 

In stock at Gopalganj ; (Q ) P- 

Issue of permits for selling m 
Dinajpur district; (Q.) p. 453. 

ExpoiHlituro 

In connection with “Food Drive” in 
Bengal; (Q) p. ^1. 

Of Civil Supplies Department- (0.) 
p. 451. 

Export of foodgrains 

From India: (Q.) p. 631. 

Extontion of torvioo 

Granted* to Colonel Anderson of 
Calcutta Medical College : (Q.) p- 

389. 

Faeiiitioa 

Granted to Mrs. Leela Rbj, a secu- 
rity prisonePf for rea^ng books: 
(Q.) pp. 268-260. 


Pamily «llo«aiioi(t) 

Of security priaonen : (Q,) 

Of Jilian Kuipar Qhatak, a security 
prisoner: (Q.) pp. 260-261. 

Of Rlabu Jyotish Chandr# Bera^ a 
security prisoner : (Q.) p. 618. 

For Sj. Pannnial Mitra, a security 
prisoner: (Q.) t>. 140. 

Of Sj. Pnya Bnnjan Das Gupta, a 
security prisoner; (Q.) p. 139. 

For released !,ecuritv prisoners ; (0.) 

p. 199. 

Of security prisoners: (0-) jP- 60* 

For (H'curity prisoner, Babu Brojondra 
Chakrovarty (Q.) p. 488. 

To secunt\ iirisoner 8j. Oouri Son; 
(Q ) P 132. 

For seciiritv prisoners, Babus Khudi- 
ram Dakua and Hiralal Maiti: 
(Q.) pp, 217-218. 

Of Babu ^Sourindra Kishore Dutt 
Choudhury, a i.ecuntv prisoner ; 
(g)p. 146. 

Grant of — to female Bccnrity priso- 
ners : (g ) pp. 321-322. 

Grant of — to some security prisoners : 
(g) pp. 224-228. 

Family and ^health allowanoa 

Of Babu Jagal Bandbu Saha Roy 
(g ) pp 3(M-:k)5, 

Famine-ttrioken people 

India (rovt'nimeiit grant for relief 

of— ,Kona;al , (Q ) p. 431. 

Faridpur Cantral Co-oporaffvt Dank 

Am a Government sUickist . (Q.) p. 

678. 

Faridpur State Orphanagt 

Ckintract for ronutruction of—: (Q.) 
p. :i88. 

Faziul Huq, Mr. A. K. 

Amendments of the Bengal Legisla- 
tive AnHendilx Procediiro Rules; 
lip 364 -.306. 

Failul Quadir, Khan Sahadur Mauivi 

Cultivation of long Htaple cotton : 
(g.) p. 152. 

Importation of paddy or rice into 
rationed area . (g.) p. 646. 

Fazlur Rahman, Mr. 

Point of order raised by Dr. Byama- 
prasad Mookberjee on the amend- 
nicnlH to the Bengal Legislative 
AsMenibly Proeediire itulcw ; pp. 
243-244. 

• ^ 

Filling up 

Of post of Cliief Inspector of Faelp* 
Ties: (Q.) p. 178. . • 

Of vacancies of assistant aection- 
hnldem in Bengal Govermneut 
Frets. (Q.) pp. 801^2. 

Financial Dtttincac 

Laying the Appropriation Accounts 
and the Finance Accounts for 1942- 
• 43 % p. 22. * 
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Impoied /or profttooring in foodrtoffs: 
(Q.) P. 614. 

. 

At B*nd*r, Manshigonj 

sabdtvision: (Q.) P* 

firing 

Incident at Badarganj Railway Sta- 
tion: (Q.) PP- 8. 

Pith in Btngal 

Dearth of — : (Q ) PP« 343-348. 

Fixation of gUBtat 

For paper-Bupply : (Q ) P- 320. 

Flood 

In parts of Khulna and a4-Pargaiiaa : 

Recent^-in tha 34-PargFnaa : (Q.T 

p. 311. 

Food Gommittoot 

Constitution of— and selection of 
dealers on batis of population of 
the particular area: (Q.) p. 616. 

Food Dtpartment 

Staff of the — ; (Q.) PP- 310-311. 


Oaxottod and nonFgmtUd attfl 

In the Pirectorate of Civil Supply: 
(Q.) P. 620. 

Qiaauddin Ahmod, Mr. 

Arrest of Maulana Md. Maniruaaa- 
man Islamabadi, M.L.A., and 
family allowance for him : (Q.) p. 

183. 

Faridpur Central Co-operative Bank 
as a Government stockist; (Q.) p. 
678. 

Filling up of post of Chief Inspector 
of Factories: (Q.) p. 178. 

Functions of Special Officer, Jute 
Prices, Bengal: (Q). p. 609. 

Inspectors of Factory Inspection 
Department: (Q.) p. 177. 

Oolam Sarwar Hossaini, Mr. Shah 8yod 

Imposition of ban on Maulana Ruhul 
Ameen for holding meeting in 
Noakhali : (Q.) p. 56. 

Number of Muslim officers, Head 
Assistants and clerks in the Board 
of Revenue ; (Q.) p. 134. 

Superintendents of Collectorates in 
Bengal (Q.) p. 183. 


Food Drivo 

Result of—in Jalpaiguri district 
(Q.) p. 632. 

Food Drivo in Bengal 

Expenditure in connection with 

(Q.) p. 6n. 

Formation 

Of Committee to enquire into Midna- 
pore affairs and Dacca Jail 
incident : (Q.) p. 66. 


Funotiona 

Of Special Officer, Jute Prices, 
Bengal : (Q ) p. 609. 


GangulieJIr. PratuI Chandra 

Alleged hithi charge ujmn security 
prisonhrs of Rajshahi Central Jail 
(Q.) p. 436. 

Deaths due to starvation in Bengal 
iQ.) pp. 318-320. 

Detention under rule 26 of the 
Defence of India Rules: (Q.) p. 


o# <7. 

Charging of higher rates for con- 
trml^ accommodation supplied to 
security agd State prisoners: (Q.) 
p. 193. 

Persons detained under rule 29 of 
the Dofince of India Rules e (Q.) 
p. 133. 

, jdiinirrity of coal in Calcutta and 
mufaiiBal districts: (Q.) P* 

Security p/isoaer, 8j. Monilal Dutt: 

(Q.) p. 321. ^ ^ 

State and scanty prisoners detained 
and released nnoe formation of 
prdlint Ministry: (Q.) P. 434, 
Withholding of certain letter and 
teleffran hy the InWligenoe 
Branch : <Q4 f . 140, 


Gotwami, the Hon’ble Mr. Tulsi Chandra 

Adjournment motion regarding strike 
in the Kenaal Government Preas; 
pp. 104, 105, 107, 108, 109, 110, 111. 

Appointment of assistant section- 
holders in the Bengal Government 
Pre.s8, (Q.) pp. 309410. • 

Appointment of Scheduled Caste 
candidates to posts of Agricultural 
Income-tax Officers : (Q ) p. 683. 

Bengal Finance Bill. 1944 : pp. 278- 
279 290-291. 295-296. 462, 466, 466, 
4G9, 470 

Dearness allowance for Provincial and 
Subordinate Services ; (Q.) pp. 310, 


382. 

Dearness allowance for members of 
Provincial and Subordinate Ser- 
vices (Q.) p. 431. 

Employment or relatives of Hon’ble 
Ministers, Parliamentary Secre- 
taries, etc (Q.) p. 62. 

Filling up of vacaucies of assistant 
section-holders in the Bengal Gov- 
ernment Press • (Q.) pp. 361-362, 

367468. . * , 

Observance of Communal Ratio Rules 
in ,making appointments to^ posts 
of assistant section^^olders in the 
Bengal Government Press : (Q.) 

pp. 264-265. 

Recruitments through the Public 
RArvice Commissions: (Q.^ p. 606. 


Qovsmiiitnt adimrtiMmafitt 

Publication of— in local dailies; (Q.) 
p. 482. 

Oevtrmiiint Itufioh 

Alleged private use of — by Subdivi- 
sional Officer, ffiaairhat; (Q.) p. 
440. 
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OoMnwiMit fiMtturti 

To bring down price of rice ; (Q.) p. 

541. 

For increasing supply of quinine : 
(Q.) p, 506. 

Qovtnifiitnt ploador 

And panel of pleaders in Noakhali 
(Q.) P '13. 

Grant 

India Government — for relief of 
famine-stricken people of Bengal • 
(Q.) p. 431. 

Of family allowances to female security 
prisoners: (Q.) pp. 3*J1-,T2‘2. 

Of family allowances to some security 
prisoners : (Q ) pp. ‘2*24-228. 

Of permits for selling quinine in 
Mymensingh Further suppleinen- 
taries to the question regarding — ; 
(Q.) pp. 2U-2U. 

Of permits for selling quinine in 
l\|ymensingh (Q ) p. 203 

Grant (t>in-aid 

Renewal of — to Primary Girls’ Schools 
in Bakargaiij district (Q.) p. 221. 

Gratuitous rslitf 

To distressed people in Dinajpur 
(Q.) p. 533. 

GrisvanoH 

Of political prisoners detained in 
Mymensingh Jail: (Q.l p. 87. 

Of skilled operators of the Silk- 
Ckinditioning House (Q.) pp. 22*2- 
2*23. 

“Grow Moro Food" oampaign 

Small irrigation works for fur- 
therance of — (Q ) pp. 350-351 

Gupta, Mr. Jogesh Chandra 

Bengal Finance Bill, 1044 : pp. 475- 
476. 

Burglaries within Ballygunge police- 
station: (Q.) p. 582. 

Emergency Hospital Scheme of the 
Indian Medical Association (Q.) p 
61. 

Permission for holding public meet- 
ings in Calcutta: (Q.) p 192. 

QupU, Mr. 4 , N. 

Babu Suresh Chandra Das Gupta, a 
Sfecurity prisoner- (Q.) p. 131. 

Hamiduddin Ahmad, Khan Sahib 

Bengal Medical (Amendment) Bill, 
1944; p. 564. 

Hasan Ali Choudhury, Mr. Syod 

Firing incident at Baclarganj Rail- 
way Station; (Q.) p. 11. 

Haywood, Mr Rogors 

Calcutta House Rent Control Order, 
1943; (Q.) p. 382. 

Fines imposdi for profiteering in 
foodstnni: (Q.) p. 6x4. 




Hoatth 

Of MauWi Ashrafuddin Ahmed Chou* 
dhury, a security prisoner : (Q.) p. 

Of Babu Hiralal Maity, a security 
prisoner ; (Q.) p. 172. 

And family allowance of Babu Jagat 
Bendhu Saha Roy : (0 ) PP. 804- 

305. 

Ham Mukhsr)ss 

A disniis.sed police officer (Q.) p. 
530. 

High Schools 

(kmdition of“in Calcutta. (Q.) p. 
129 

Hoapital arrangomant 

In Tamluk Sub-Jail (Q.) pp, 302- 

m. • 

Ibrahim, Mluivi Md. 

Acquireimuii of la/ids and homesteads 
in Fein (Q.) pp. 206-273. 

itlnats 

01 w'curity prisoner Bahu Itabindra 
Nath Bikdar : (Q.) p. 188. 

Importation 

Of paddy or nco into a rationed area : 
(0) p 546. 

Imposition 

Of hail on Maulanu Huhul Amoen for 
holding meeting in Noakhali ; (G ) 
55. 

improYsmonl 

Of pecnifinry condition of teachers of 
free primary schools in Tippera 
district (Q) p. 201. 

Inoidant 

Alleged Dinajpore Jail— (Q.) p. 
144 

Inoramant of family allowanoa 

Of Bj. DevcniJra Nath Jha, a secu- 
rity prisoner • (if ) p. 196. 

Ot Kj Bnehm Kar, a necurity pri- 
soner. (Q.) p, 197. 

India Govarnmont grant 

For relief of famine-stricken people 
of Bengal ^Q.) p. 431. 

inapactori 

Of# Factory Hispection ^Department: 
(Q.) p. 177. 

m 

Irrigation worlif • 

Small — for furtherance of "Grow 

-More Food" campnign : (Q.) pp. 

!«0-361. 

ittuo of ponnitt 

For selling essential oommoditiaa in 

akinat*k«.«. . /r\ \ n AK9 
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^alaliNltfin Ahmad, tht Hon’blt Khan 
•ahaihir Mauivi 

intmeot of District Health 
cer, Patna . (Q.) p. 135. 

Appointment of doctors for emer- 
gency hospital: (0.) p. 127. 

Asansol Minos Board of Health and 
its functions; (Q*) P* 148. 

Children's ward in Calcutta Medical 
College Hospital ; (Q.) p. 182. 

Constitution of local b^ies : (Q.) p. 

624. 

Cooking arrangements in emergency 
and doiititute hospitals in mufassal 
areas: (Q.) p. 203. 

Deaths due to starvation in Bengal : 
(Q.) pp. 318-320. 

Death duo to starvation of unem- 
^lovod spinners ; (Q.) p. 630. 

Deaths from epidemic diseases in 
Noakhali district- (Q.) p. 147. 
Deaths in flood -affected< areas in 
Midnapore district: (/}.) pp. 273- 

Deaths in Kasha and Burichang 
poHcc-stations in Tippera: (Q.) p. 

Director of Public Health’s autho- 
rity over workings of Asansol Mines 
Board of Health (0.) p. 161. 
Emergency Hospital sdieme of the 
Indian Medical Association ; (Q.) 

p. 61. 

Extension of service granted to 
Colonel Anderson of Calcutta Medi- 
^ cal College • (Q.) p. 389. 

Further supplementnnes to the que.s- 
tion regarding grant of permits for 
selling quinine in Mymensingh : 
^(Q.) p^.. 211-212. 

Cnint ol permits for selling quinine 
in Mymensingh: (Q.) p. 204. 
Malaria epidemic and distribution of 
quinine in Burdwan district: (O.) 

p. 182. ^ ' 

Messing arrangoniont for pupils and 
nursing stafl m Campbell ifospital : 
(Q.) pp. 276-276. 

New post of Deputy Surgeon-General 
^(Stores): (Q.) p. 274. 

Nomination of a Commis.sioner for the 
South Suburban Muniripalitv : 
(Q.) p. 17. 

Number of attacks and deaths due to 
small-pox, cholera and malaria; 

,( 0 .) P. 49 

Number of deaths in Murshidabad 
district during Julv to December of 
1942 and 1943: (0.) p. 102. 

* Outbreak of mitlaria in the district 
of Tippera: (Q.) p. 16. 

Post of Professor of Ophthalmic 
Surgery, Medical College, Calcutta : 
(Q.) pp. 277-278. 

Heconstitution of Bnnkura District 
. Board: (Q.) p. 490. 

Reconstitutiori of Jalpaiguri District 
Board; (Q.) p^, 178. 

Removal of Chairman, Birbhura 
District Board: (Q.) p. 492. ^ 
R^laoement of paid Vice-Chairman, 
Tittaghur Muniripalitv, by one paid 
executive officer : (Q.) p. 148. 

6mal1-pox epidemic in l^iigpur 

dirtriot: (0.) pp. 813-214. , 


iMxiiin Abmatf, tfct Hte'Mt KfeM 

BaMiir Mauivi— conekf. 

B’lpply of quinine for distribution in 
Tai^ail subdivision: (Q.) p. 489. 
Training of Indian girls as nurses in 
Campbell Hospital: (Q.) pp. 276- 


lialaliiddin Hathemy, Mr. Syad 

Arrest of Maulana Md. Maniruxxa- 
man Islamabad!, M.L.A, : (Q.) p 

186. 

Jatimuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur 

Conference about distribution of kero- 
sene oil in 24-Pargana.s : (Q.) p. 

Rationing scheme in suburbs of 
Calcutta: (Q.) p. 677. 

Jonah All Majumdar, Mauivi 

Supply and distribution of kerosene 
oil in Chandpur subdivision : (6.) 

p. 442. ^ 

Kabiruddin Khan, Khan Bahadur Mauivi 

Extension of service granted to 
Ckilonel Anderson of Calcutta 
Medical College. (Q.) p. 389. 

Kamalaghat Bandar 

Fire at—, Muoehiganj subdivision : 
(^ ) P 504. 

Kaiha and Buriohang polioo^tatiOAt 

Deaths in — in Tippera : (Q.) p. 277. 

Kennedy, Mr. I. G. 

Scarcity of vegetables in Calcutta ; 
(Q.) pp. 348-350. 

Keroiene oil 

Conference about distribution of — in 
24-Pargana.s • (Q.) p. 611. 

Supph and di.stribution of — in Chand- 
pur Hulniivision • (Q.) p. 442. 

Khat Mahal tenants of Cental subdivi- 

aion 

Sunset notice on—; (Q.) p. 686. 

Kumar, Mr. AtuI Chandra 

Arrest of Babu Sisir Kumar Bose : 
(Q.) pp. 3(H)-;i09. 

Bengal Legislative Chambers (Mem- 
bers’ Kmoluraents) (Amendment) 
Bill, 1944: p. 600. 

Bengal Pnvatte Forests )Bill, 1944 : 
p. 638. 

Kundu, Mr. Niehitha .Nath 

Acquirement of lands at Thakurgaon 
in Dinajpur: (Q.) p. 622. 

Alleged Dinajpur Jail incident: (Q.) 
p, 144. 

Arrest of Shree Arunangsu De; (Q.) 
p. 322. 

Arrest of 6j. Sisir Kumar Boae: (Q.) 
pp. 352-354. 

Amnlt on a security prisoner in the 
Preaideii«:y Jail; (Q.) p, 64. 
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KMit, Mr. NWlitiMI Natlh-cone/d. 

Bengal L^islative Chambers (Mem- 
bers* Emoluments) (Amendment) 
Bill. 1944; p. 509. 

Facilities grants to Mrs. Leela Roy. 
a security prisoner, for reading 
books : (Q.) 4 »p. 258-259, 

Grant of family allowance to female 
seeuritv prisoners ; (Q.) pp. 321- 

* :J22. 

Gratuitous relief to distressed pet>ple 
in Dinaipur : (Q.) p 5;13. 

Issue of permits for selling essential 
commodities in Dinajpur district 
(Q.) P- 

Regarding prisoners convicted in 
Daspiir murder case (() ) p. 19S 

Release of [iolitic.il prisoners (Q ) 

p. 88. 

Resolution regarding statutory mini- 
mum price for jute in place of 
statutory roaxinuiin price p. 

Scarcity of some essential articles in 
Dinajpur town (Q.) pp 't59-4161. 

Supply of Hindi newspapers to 
security prisoners in Presidency 
Jail . (Q.) p. 617 

Visits to security prisoners by official 
and non-offidal visitors of the Presi- 
dency Jail (Q.) pp 215-216. 

Want of Court room for District 
Magistrate, Dinajpur (Q.) p 480 

Want of room for Sub-Judge’.s Court 
at Dinajpur p ‘181. 

Lady auistanta 

And officer.s of office.s ol Controller 
of» Hntioning. ('alcutta (Q ) p 
628. 

Lahiri, Babu Ashutosh 

Absorption ol military officers in 
civil admiiiKstratioii ((^.) p. *104 

District Publicity Organisers (Q ) 
pp, 322-323. 

Emergency reinforcement of Civil 
Services in Hengal {Q ) p. 529. 

Gasietted and non-gazetted staff in 
the Directorate of (’ivil Supply 
(Q.) p. 620. 

Price of rice in Jessore and Khulna 
during June, 1943 (Q ) p. 483. 

Prosecution for holding a public nuKit- 
ing in (’alcutta (Q.) p 190 

Release of motor buses requisitioned 
bv militarv and A.R.P. authorities 
(Q.) p. 491. 

Lathi oharga 

Alleged— upon security prisoners of 
Rajshahi Central Jail (Q ) P- 436. 

LMla R4)y, Mrt., a aacurity pritontr 

Facilities granted tn — for reading 
books: (Q.) pp. 258-259 

Looal bodiaa 

Constitution of — ; (Q.) p. 624. 


MaitI, Mr. Nikiifija Btharl 


Family allowance for Sj. Paunalal 
Mitra, a security prisoner : (Q.) 


p. 140. 

Release of secunty 
Krishna Ray: 


griaoneg^Sj. Kamal 


Mali, Mr. AMmdU kmumt 

Malaria epidemic and distribution of 
quinine in Burdwan district: (Q.) 

p. 181. 

Rice and paddy oeiaed in Burdwan: 
(Q.) p. 539. 

Majtimdar, Mr. JfiaiMndra Otiandra 

Family allowance for security pri- 
soner, IJabu Rrujendra Chakravurty : 
^((^.) p. 488. 

Family allowanceji to some security 
prisoners : (Q j pp. 224-228. 

Non-availability of certain amenitioa 
for Rciurity prisoners of Buxa 
Hpeciiil Peserve Jail: (Q.) p.<-66. 

Posting of police officers at Jalnaiguri 
for censuring letters, ett'., oi secu- 
rity priwmers of Buxa Special 
Reserve Jail : (Q.l p. 189. 

Some |>«aticulnrs aliout teourity pri- 
soners , (Q.) p. 397. 


Mai, Mr. Iswar Chandra 


Deullih in 
Midnnjioro 


271. 


hood affected areas in 
district: (Q.) pp. 273- 


Diot taken by Rabu Kumar Chandra 
Juna, a securiti prisoner. (Q.) pp. 
218-219. 


Family allowance to Bahu Jyotish 
Chandra Hera, a security prisoner: 
(Q.) p. 618. 

Fsinily nllownnce.H for security priso- 
ners, Hulius Khudiram Dakiia and 
Hiraliil Mrtiti; tO ) pp. 217-21B. 

Health of Habu Hiralal Maity, a 
security prisoner : (Q.) p. 172, 

Under-trml pnsonerH of Midn^oro 
(knitrul Jail and Contai and Tam- 
Ink Kub-Jails. (Q.) pp. 228-238. 


Malaria 

Kpuleniic and distribution of quinine 
in Burdwan district (Q.) p. 181, 


Mandal, Mr. Amrita Lai 


Supply of (iiiiniiie for distribution in 
Tangail subdivision : (Cj.) p. 


Mandal, Mr. Birat Chandra 

Contract for construction of Faridpur 
StaU* Orphanago : (Q.) p. 388. 

Ration shop in Faridpur town: (Q.) 
p, 359. 

Belectnin ol a wholesale dealer for 
F'andjmr (Q.) p. 647. 

Theft of sugar frohi the godowh ol 
Faridjiur Central Oo-operat^vo 
Bank. (Q.) p. .W. 

Mandal, the Hon*hla Mr. dogandra Nath 


ConanliRtion with local M.L.A. in 
matter of reconstitution of Hajitpur 
ftiMTial Debt Settlemeq^ Board i 
((J.) p. 442. 

Promotion, travelling allowance and 
nay of special ofBc<»rs in Co-o|wra- 
tive Credit and Rural Indebtedness 


Department: (Q.) p. 266. 
Recruitment of Inspectors, Auditors, 
etc., for Co-operative Credit and 
Rural Indebtedness Department; 
«W P. 215. 
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Tkeft of sugar from the godown of 
Faridpur Central Co-operatlv©' 
Bank: (Q.) p. 396. 

lianinizzamafi ItlamalMUli, Maulana Md. 

Ration scheme in rural areas: (Q.) 
p. 638. 

Manufaotura of salt 

In scheduled areas : (Q.) p. 393. 

Maqbul Hossain, Mr. 

Deaths in ^ K^ha and Purichang 
^lice-statioOT in Tippera : (Q.) p. 

277. 

tmpfov^rhent of pecuniary condition 
of teacher* of free primary schools 
in Tippera district: (Q.) p. 201. 

Midlcal troatmeiit <. 

In All pore Central Jail Hospital and 
death of Madan Oopal Joshi : (Q.) 

p. 101. 

Of certain security prisoners; (Q.) 

p. 486. 

Oi Mr- Santi Singh Roy, a security 
prisoner ; (Q.) p. 680. 

Miains arrangamant 

For pupils and nursing staff m 
Campbell Hospital • (Q.) pp. 276- 

276. 

Mhlt|iry Motor Vahiolai 

Breach of traffic regulations by — : 
m p. 219. 

Mohammod Ail, Khan Bahadur 
Bengal Public Gatnbliiig (Amend- 
* ment) Bill, 1944. (ns passed by the 
Council); pp. 662, 6^. 

Collision of cars near the northern 
gate of Assembly Buildings: (Q.) 
p. 86. 

Mooktrjto, Or. Syama Prasad 

Amendments to the A.ssemhly Proce- 
dure Rules, pp. 419, 426. 

Point of order on the uniendments to 
the Bengal Legislative AsHembly 
Procedure Rules : pp. 237-241, 468. 
469. 

Wbol* .Bohamo 

If^^;Wrbhum district: (Q.) pp. 351- 

Morgan, Mr. Q. 

Bengal Private Forests Bill, 1944 
p. 640. i 

Mortality Aguraa 

In respect of Presidency and other 
Jails of Bengal: (Q.) p. 402. 

Motor VohiolM Rulot 

Amendments to — ; p, 646. 

Moxammal HuQi Mr. Md. 

Bengal Legislative Chambera (Mem- 
bers’ Emoluments) (Amendment) 
Bill, 1944: p. 693. , 


Muazzanmddin Hoaaiii, the HonHilt 
Khan Bahadur Baiyad 

The Behhal Disinses of Animals Bill, 
1944: pp. 117, 118, 120, 121, 126, 

126. 

Conti^act for constouoMon of Farid- 
pur SUte Orphanage; (Q.) p. 388. 
Cultivation of long staple cottoifT (Q)- 
p. 162. 

Dearth of fish in Bengal: (Q.) pp. 
343-348. 

Distribution of sugarcane cuttings : 
(Q.) p. 491. 

Number of employees in the Jute 
Reguladioii Department: (Q.) p. 
136. 

Overseers and dcmon.strators in Khulna 
district; (Q.) pp. 214-215. 

Scarcity of vegetables in Calcutta: 
(Q.) pp. .348-:i60. 

Strength of Scheduled Castes in 
educational services : (Q.) p. 384. 

Muhammad Ibrahim, Mauivi 

Ac(|uirein(*nt of lands in villages 
Shibpiir and Majlispur in t)olice- 
statioii Fciii • (Q.) p 134. 

(Jovernment Pleader and panel of 
pleaders in Noakhali (Q.) p. 13. 

Muhammad Israil, Mauivi 

Bengal Public Gumbhng (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1944 (as passed by the 
Council): pp. 651, 55^4. 

Mukerjea, the Hon'ble Mr. Tarak Nath 

Acquirement of lands and homesteads 
in Feni • (Q.) pp 20r)-273. 

Acquirement of lands at Thakurgaon 
111 Dinajpur . ((,).) p. 622. 

Acquirement of lands in villages Shib- 
pur and Mailispur in police-station 
Feni: (Q.) p. 131. 

The Albert \ ictor Leper Hospital 
(Amendment) Bill, 1944 . pp. 165, 
169. 

Alleged delay in getting copies and 
iniorination on applications made 
to Nudia Collectorate ; (Q.) p. 201. 

Alleged private* use of Government 
laurudi by Subdivisiunal Officer, 
Basirhat; (Q.) p. 441. 

Appointment of arbitrators for deter- 
mination for requisitioned property : 
(Q.) p. 384. 

Bengal Alienation of Agricultural 
Land (Temporary Provisions) Bill, 
1944; pp. 40, 41, 42, 68, 70. 
Bengal Destitute Persons (Repatria- 
tion and Relief) • Bill, 1944: pp. 
23-24, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 
34, 36 36, 37. 

Bengal Hindu Women’s Rights to 
Agricultural Land Bill, 1944 : p. 

m. 

Bengal Tank Improvement (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1944 ; p. 644. 

Calcutta House Rent Control Order, 
1943: (Q.) p. 

Calcutta u Improvement (Howrah 
Amendment) Bill, 1944: p. 168. 
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HmH* Mr. Tank HMk— 

OOMCld. 

Rood in parts of Khulna and 
24>Pargana8: ((?.) p. 490. 

bidia Government grant for relief of 
famine-striken people of Bengal : 

(Q.) p. 43 T: 

Mursnidabad Bill, 1944: pp. 71, 72, 

- 74. 76, 78, 80. 81. 83, 84. 

Number of Muslim officers, Head 
Assistants and Clerks’ in tlie Board 
of Revenue : (Q.i p. 134. 

Recent flood in 24-Parganas . (Q.) p. 

311. 

Requisitioning of Dr. K K Das’s 
house in Krahnianlmrja town (Q.l 
p. 63. 

Sunset notice on khas niahal tenants 
of Contai subdivision • (Q.) p. 586 

Superintendents of Collectorates in 
Bengal : (Q.) p. 183. 

Supply of yarn to weavers of Pabna 

(Q.)’ p. 492 . 

Mukhtrli, Mr. B. 

Application for adjudication made 
by trade unions under rule 81 A of 
the Defenrs' of India Rules (Q.) 

p. 606. 

Asansol Mines Board of Health and 
its functions. (Q.) p. 148. 

Dearness allowance for Provincial and 
Subordinate Services (Q ) p 3H2 

Director of Piihln# Health’s uutliority 
over workings of Asansol Mines 
Board of Health (Q ) p. 151 

Repress of grievance.s of skilled 
workers in engineering concerns of 
the province {Q ) p 606. 

Trade disputes bel.ween employers 
and workmen of certain tea estates 
in Chittagong district (Q ) p. 604. 

Resolution r<*garding statutorv mini- 
mum priie for jute in place of 
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